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Mark your calendars:

STANISLAUS %

FARM HAMM Class - October 24th

For the

good

ERN

BUREAU

Workforce Development - November 5th
Workplace Violence Prevention Class - November 13th

Register on our Website:
https://stanfarmbureau.org/events/

&~
Mark That

Ballalt Right!

MAKE YOUR VOTE COUNT BY VOTING FOR
CANDIDATES ENDORSED BY STANISLAUS
COUNTY FARM BUREAU

US 9th Congressional District: Kevin Lincoln
US 5th Congressional District: Tom McClintock
US 13th Congressional District: John Duarte

CA 9th Assembly District: Heath Flora
CA 22nd Assembly District: Juan Alanis

Oakdale Irrigation District: Division 4: Jacob DeBoer

Turlock Irrigation District: Division 1: Michael Frantz

STANISLAUS COUNTY
FOR ANY QUESTIONS PLEASE
% FARM CALL OUR OFFICE AT (209)
JBUREAU 522-7278

SCFB MISSION STATEMENT

To serve as the voice of Stanislaus County agriculture at all levels of
government, while providing programs to assist its farms and family
members and educate the general public of needs and
importance to agriculture.



2024 SPRAY SAFE
&
SAFETY SEMINAR

FREE EVENT!

Friday, November 15, 2024 MJC West Campus Pavilion

Enter via Brink Ave. & Student Center Dr.

Tradeshow, Donuts & Lunch Provided!
Contact (209) 522-7278 with any questions.

Employee Track | 8am to 12:15pm:

English & Spanish: 2 hrs Laws/Regs
Topics include: Sexual Harassment Prevention, Indoor & Outdoor
Heat lliness Prevention, Pesticide Handler Safety & Tractor Safety

Grower Track | 8am to 12:15pm:
English & Spanish: 1.5 hrs Laws/Regs & 2.5 hrs Other

Topics include: Rodenticide Test Prep, Label Review, Naval Orange
Worm & Carpophilus Beetle and Investigation Preparedness

PLEASE ARRIVE EARLY FOR CHECK-IN
PARTICIPANT RAFFLE!!!

REGISTER HERE
HTTPS://WWW.STANAG.ORG/
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Land values plunge as groundwater law
dims farm prospects

The value of farmland in parts of the San
Joaquin Valley, California’s agricultural
heartland, has fallen rapidly this year as
commodity prices lag and implementa-
tion of the state’s Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act casts a shadow on the fu-
ture of farming in the region. In 2014, when
SGMA was adopted, the value of farmland
without reliable surface water access be-
gan to decline. But within the past several
months, those values have plummeted, ac-
cording to appraisers, realtors and county
assessors.

Spread of bird flu ‘baffles’ dairy farmers in
the Central Valley

Even though he has been bracing for im-
pacts of H5N1 bird flu since April, Tulare
County dairy farmer Preston Fernandes
said it still came as a surprise when milk
samples from his farm tested positive for
the virus last month. As the leading dairy
state in the nation, California now also has
the most bird flu cases in its milk-
ing herds. As of Oct. 11, 100 cases
have been confirmed. Of the 14
states hit by bird flu in dairy cattle,
California is one of two that have
reported new infections in the past
30 days. Exactly how the virus
spreads from herd to herd is not
fully understood.

Market manager educates people
about food and agriculture
Cheyenne Erickson, general man-
ager of the Pacific Coast Farmers’
Market Association’s North Bay
region, is enthusiastic about two
things: fostering community and
advocating for agriculture. Over-
seeing farmers markets in Contra
Costa and Solano counties, she
plays a vital role in connecting
farmers, producers and small busi-
nesses with the communities they
serve, while also informing con-
sumers about their food. Erickson
is a member of the California Farm
Bureau Young Farmers & Ranch-
ers State Committee representing
Humboldt and Del Norte counties

License# 276660

and serves as president of the Contra Costa
County Farm Bureau.

FIRA USA to bring autonomous farming
solutions to Yolo County trade show

The third edition of FIRA USA, the premier
event for agricultural robots and autono-
mous farming solutions in California, is
coming to Woodland Oct. 22-24. The three-
day showcase will feature the cutting edge
of technological innovation through live
demonstrations and industry round tables.
Demonstrations will include technological
solutions for farming nuts, fruits, grapes,
vegetables, berries and field crops. The
event is free for growers to attend.

Flood irrigation can be efficient when done
the right way

Having endured crushing impacts of
drought and regulatory water restrictions,
California farmers have embraced drip ir-
rigation to improve their water footprint. At
the same time, flood irrigation has faced in-
creased scrutiny for being inefficient—even

Pum

MODESTO
(209)529-2020

wasteful. But experts say that with automa-
tion and other design improvements, farm-
ers could maximize efficiency with flood
and surface irrigation systems. “It could

be as efficient as other pressurized irriga-
tion systems—and friendly to the environ-
ment,” said Khaled Bali, an irrigation water
management specialist at the University of
California Kearney Agricultural Research
and Extension Center in Parlier.

State water board increases rates

for 2024-25

To meet budgetary shortfalls for water
rights and water quality programs that
require participation by farmers and ranch-
ers, the California State Water Resources
Control Board has approved rate increases,
including for groundwater recharge proj-
ects. The higher fees come as California wa-
ter users and local agencies work to balance
critically overdrafted aquifers under the
state’s Sustainable Groundwater Manage-
ment Act. “Farm Bureau is concerned that if
the fees are too high, this will be a disincen-

.). Larsen
PS, Inc.

HILMAR
(209)634-7276

Agricultural

Residential
Industrial
Commercial




tive to doing the exact sort of recharge that
the temporary 180-day and five-year, high-

irrigation needs
As an irrigation sales representative in the
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taken efforts to conserve an unprecedented
amount of water, some of it through the

flow diversion permits were intended to
do,” said Alexandra Biering, senior policy
advocate for the California Farm Bureau.

Imperial Valley, John Tamayo is on the
front lines of the most ambitious water
conservation effort in the country. Amid
warnings that the Colorado River is run-

Sales rep helps farmers find solutions for

Y/

N T

: SO, WHERE DOES YOUR
BUSINESS GO FROM HERE?

CRYSTAL BALL A BIT CLOUDY...?
The team at VERMEULEN & COMPANY
will help you find the answers. We begin
with an objective evaluation of performance
~.. and prospects and then develop a structured
plan to help you make smarter decisions.

Call or e-mail for more info today.

AN ACCOUNTANCY CORP.

Vermeulen ~ Company

1180 W. Main Street, Suite 2 * Ripon
209.599.5051 * www.VermeulenCPA.com

PARTS | SERVICE | SALES | LEASING | RENTALS | USED EQUIPMENT | NEW EQUIPMENT

ALSO HANDLES

o AGCO HESSTON HAY EQUIPMENT e SCHMEISER TILLAGE/ORCHARD EQUIPMENT

¢ COMPACT TRACTOR RENTALS ¢ JAYLOR FEEDING EQUIPMENT

e PEERLESS DRYING EQUIPMENT e PARTS & SERVICES ON MOST BRANDS OF EQUIPMENT
¢ DONALDSON FILTER

321 Spreckels Ave. Manteca, CA 95336 o (209) 522-3271 e Highway 33 Patterson, CA 95363

installation of more efficient irrigation
systems. “I appreciate being able to play
arole in that,” said Tamayo, who works
with farmers to determine which irrigation
ning dry, farmers in the valley have under-  systems are best suited for their farming

needs and conservation goals.
His desire to support farmers
led him to join the California
Farm Bureau’s Young Farmers
& Ranchers program, where he
serves on the State Committee
representing Santa Clara, Santa
Cruz and San Mateo counties.

California Farm Bureau weighs
in on ballot propositions
The Voice of California Agri-
culture podcast, produced by
the California Farm Bureau,
discusses the organization’s
2024 general election voter
guide with Steven Fenaroli,
policy advocate at the Farm
Bureau. Fenaroli speaks about
the Farm Bureau’s positions
on ballot propositions that
would impact the state’s mini-
mum wage, rent control policy,
sentencing criteria for drug
and theft crimes and other
issues. The episode also cov-
ers the U.S. agricultural trade
deficit, the probationary status
of the Tulare Lake Subbasin
under California’s Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act,
and the potential impacts on
agriculture of a major East Coast
port strike that was suspended
last week.

STANISLAUS
COUNTY

FARM

BUREAU
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FREE ADS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

As another membership service, Farm Bureau members are offered FREE classified advertising in the Stanislaus
Farm News. Ads must be 18 words or less and only one ad per month per membership (membership nhumber
required.) Ads may be MAILED to the Stanislaus Farm News, or BROUGHT to the SCFB office, 1201 L Street,
Downtown Modesto. NO PHONE-IN OR FAX free ads will be accepted. Free ads are restricted to farm machinery
or equipment or unprocessed farm products. Farm jobs wanted or offered will also be accepted. No real estate
ads and no commercial items or services will be accepted. 209-522-7278

Classified Ad's $4.40 per run.
COPY DEADLINE: MONDAY 12 NOON

RATES: Display rates on request. Terms are cash. Ads should be paid for at time
of first insertion or immediately after receipt of bill if order is placed by telephone

or mail.

ERRORS: The Stanislaus Farm News will not be liable for more than one incor-
rect insertion. Errors must be called to the attention of the Classified Advertising
Department not later than 4 p.m. on the Tuesday following publication of the ad.
Claims for adjustment must be made within 15 days. We reserve the right to reject

or revise any advertisement.

120 SPECIAL NOTICES

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS CUT
YOUR ENERGY BILLS ELIMINATE
DUST & NOISE
Lowest Prices Guaranteed! Largest Selection in the
Valley! Windows, Doors, Skylights, Soundproofing,
Licensed, Bonded & Insured.

Visit Our Showroom:

1050 Kansas Ave., Modesto
Cal Comfort Insulating Windows, Inc.
Contractors Lic. #51317 Class C17B
209-527-1310 (TFN)

300 Employment

Service Mechanic, duties include
greasing, changes air filters and oil,
etc. Pays $15/hour with a harvest
bonus. Must be willing to work
6 days a week. Opportunity for
longer employment based on job
performance and experience. Call
Jenn for more details: 209-648-7947

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

For Sale:
Heavy Duty Ripper - $2500
Contact Arby: 209-505-0555 or text: 209-
602-1400

Spring tooth with attached following harrow. 8
ft wide, 3 point hook-up asking $1000
Brush rake. Rear push. 9ft wide adjustable
spacing for 4 or 5 forks asking $1000
Text or leave VM for
209-505-1731

For Sale:
John Deere 5100ML low profile with Exact
cab
Vrisimo flail mower — 12" & 8’
PBM 500 gallon sprayer with electric valves
(never used)
Durand Wayland 500 gallon sprayer
Domries float leveler — 12

Call Joe: 209-404-3326

Trailer axle with
springs $50, has two
new fires 80" tread,
Call 209-537-9491
Great Plains no-till corn planter 8-row
model YP825A-0830
It has a john blue injection pump.

Great condition. #22,000 OBO phone
209-874-4042 or 209-765-6298

Verisimo Might Max fail mower. Model #
SC-100 asking $5000
Orchard float roller 9ft wide asking $1000
Text or leave a VM
209-505-1731

Estate Sale
Farm Equipment
Antique Automobiles
Call: 209-988-1583

3/4 inch METAL PIPE, 10 FOOT
SECTIONS, 700 PCS.
Tom (209) 402-9870 or
Bob (209) 402-9873

510 LIVESTOCK

Kenyon Organic Services
Organic Consulting Services
Crop and Livestock
Carol Kenyon
(209) 484-1097
ck.cattle23@gmail.com

Sale Alfalfa. Best price, great
quality. Bigger Bales especially
suited to horses. Cook Valley
Angus Ranches Modesto 209 996
7365 & Available May- Oct

800 For Rent

House for Rent
$1500.00 & Deposit $1700
2 bedroom, 1 bathroom, Large
kitchen & livingroom, Sinhle car

garage, Riverbank

6819286

Dairy for Rent
Permitted for 614 Cows
With Flush and Freestalls
400 head open heifer facility
Turlock, Ca
Call 209-678-2632

1000 SERVICES

Electrical and
Refrigeration Service
No job to small. Troubleshooting,
upgrades on home, ranch, dairy, and
commercial buildings.
209-648-7748

Martin Reyes

Land leveling, Discing Chiseling
Lice.#954989
(209) 605-4079

Noeller Farm
farm & ranch management
Almond, Peaches, Walnuts
custom Almond & Walnuts
(209) 883-2417 or
(209) 606-2084

Need help with your Farm
Labor?
Call Lencioni Farm Services
209-537-2186

Selling Wheat hay,
$7/bale

Discount for large quantities
In the Modesto & Denair area
Call Sheldon if interested,
209-669-6104,

Leave Message

Brush Piles & Stumps
Hauled Away

Davis Agriculture
209-670-5278

1000 SERVICES

PROAG Commercial
Ag. Spraying
Orchard, vineyard $ herbicide applica-
tions
209-613-6355 Pat, 209-678-8072
Matt, 209-613-3227 Justin
Visit proag.webs.com

RON MARTELLA
Custom Nut Harvesting
SHAKING, SWEEPING

AND HARVESTING
883-4819 or 883-0690

Woodbridge Spraying
Field Spraying
Orchard Spraying
Backhoe

380-0727 (TFN)

We haul Rock, Sand, Gravel,
Demolition Clean Up & Removal,
Tree Holes, Irrigation Lines & More.
Lic. # 884701
Home-(209) 848-0538
Cell (209) 525-7715 (1Fn)

Wilson Portable Welding
Structural « Fabrication * General
Repair
« Dairy Repair » Ag Repair
*Mobile - 765-3596
* Shop — 524-3016 (TFN)

Hampton Ranch, CA
Almond, walnut, kiwi grower
Almond Firewood
150-20 Ib. trays of kiwi fruit
$25/tray = $1.20/pound
No minimum required,
Delivery available
(209) 648-3249 or (209) 874-4894

Premier California Properties
Agl/Investment Properties
Marcus Haney
Realtor #01917446
Contact me at 209/605-6727
www.premiercaproperties.com

Orchard & wild land tree
piles. Smokeless
conversion to biochar on
site. Davis Agriculture
(209) 670-5278

1100 MISCELLANEOUS

METAL BUILDINGS
Provided & installed, interior upgrades
available, fully engineered, references
available.
Active Industrial Contracting
Michael Frost - 613-3548.
Lic. #735904 (TFN)

LOW COST HOUSING Largest Inventory
in Valley of Preowned Mobile Homes. Ap-
prox. 100 to choose from. Priced to fit your
Budget. Transportation Available. DLR.
209-632-0854.

Wanted:

Cash paid for OLD Barn and
Shop items; vintage tools,
unwanted junk, old bottles &
oil cans
209-774-6582

For Sale
‘67 2T Chevy Truck w/16’ Bed, 21’ Trailer
$12,000
‘60s Yale 5k Forklift $6,000
Bin Trailers $1,500/ea
Contact: 209-988-0700

ROOFING  FENCING  PLYWOOD  SIDING

Let's Build Together
Since 1953

Denair Location: (209) 632-2494
Riverbank Location: (209) 869-4424

www.DenairLumberCo.com

HARDWARE ¢ INSULATION « WINDOWS « 0.5.B.

FRED NETO & SONS
(209) 669-FRED
Fax (209) 669-0545

Netos,,,

Commitment to Excellence
Specializing in: o

B.B.Q Steaks - Ribs
Pork - Chicken
Seasoned Meats
Fred’s Portuguese Beans
Party Platters

Deli Spreads ALL OCCASIONS / FREE ESTIMATES
1318 N. Golden State Boulevard, Turlock, CA

RSN

VAN DE POL

1947 - 2022

¥ VAN DE POL

FUELS & LUBRICANTS

Celebrating 75 years of serving the
San Joaquin Valley!

We're your strategic partner - delivering
great service with roots in the local community.

Performance delivered.
Fuels | Lubricants | Renewable Diesel

Industrial Fluids | Diesel Exhaust Fluid
209.667.0236 | vandepol.us




CAAA: Advocating for Agri-
cultural Pilots Amid
Increasing Challenges

Sabrina Halvorson, National Correspon-
dent /| AgNet Media, Inc.

The California Agricultural Aircraft As-
sociation (CAAA) serves as a critical advo-
cate for agricultural pilots and operators
throughout the state. The association works
to protect the interests of those in agricul-
tural aviation, an industry that is often
subject to stringent regulations and evolv-
ing legislation. According to Justin Stoss,
chairman of CAAA, the organization plays
an essential role in ensuring that pilots and
operators have a voice in the decision-mak-
ing processes that affect their work.

Stoss, who is also an agricultural aircraft
operator, explained that CAAA members

include pilots, operators, and associate
members from across California. These
members meet annually for a convention
that provides educational opportunities
and fosters a sense of community. “Our
members come together once a year for a
convention, similar to what other groups
like CAPCA do,” Stoss said. “And with
that, our members are able to get continu-
ing education credits.” Continuing educa-
tion is important for agricultural pilots,
who must stay updated on the latest regu-
lations and best practices to maintain their
licenses.

The convention also features a trade show
where vendors display the latest technol-
ogy and tools for agricultural aviation.
However, Stoss emphasized that beyond
education and networking, the CAAA con-
vention serves as an opportunity for mem-
bers to strengthen their collective voice in

FLORY

LEAD
R S

£RS IN NUT HARVESTING EQUIPMEy

8770 Self Propelled Nut Harvester

Jm

SINCE 1936

860 PTO Harvester

_~.|,;_._.f-,.:-::a/~

ST14 Shuttle Truk

For the finest in Agriculture Equipment and Metal Fabrication
See all our products at goflory.com

209-545-1167 Salida, CA

RAYCO INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY
Locally Owned and Operated Scuce (969

Used Tool and Machinery Dealer
Steam and High Pressure Cleaners
Metal Working Tools and Machinery
Power Tools, Wood Working Tools and Machinery

Hand Tools, Abrasives, Saw Blades and Safety Supplies
Automotive Tools and Equipment, Shop Heaters and Coolers

Sales and Service

California Contractors License 708487

The Largest Selection of Heavy Duty Shop Tools and Machinery In Northern California

Modesto (209) 529-8984

512 RIVER ROAD

Turlock (209) 632-2315

712 LANDER AVENUE
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advocating for the industry.

One of the association’s main challenges is
lobbying against laws and regulations that
could negatively impact agricultural pilots
and operators. Stoss noted that legislation
related to pesticide application and air
quality can have unintended consequences
on agricultural aviation, making it harder
for operators to do their jobs effectively.
“It’s getting really hard to get some people
in our corner to help fight some of the bills
and laws that are passed that are prevent-
ing us from doing our job,” Stoss explained.

CAAA uses its membership dues to fund
lobbying efforts, which, Stoss said, have
become increasingly crucial as California’s
regulatory environment grows more com-
plex. The association works closely with
legal experts to ensure that legislators un-

See "CAAA" on page 15

& RUMBLE

X  ORCHARD SERVICES
Topping & Hedging
(Fall 2021: Hedging Down to 2’)
Skirting

Dual Mechanical
Brush Stacking

Almond/Walnut

Conditioning

Orchard
Management

Phil Rumble:
(209) 996-1517

Matt Rumble:
(209 1
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Elevating Agricultural
Education

Zippy Duvall, AFBF President

Today is American Farm Bureau Founda-
tion for Agriculture’s Giving Day, a time to
celebrate the incredible work being done to
support agricultural education and recog-
nize all the educators, staff and volunteers
who help us make it happen.

Advancing Agricultural Education for Fu-
ture Generations

The Ag Foundation is on a mission to spark
students’ curiosity about where their food
comes from, but we cannot do it alone. It
takes community — people like you — who
believe in the importance of ag education
and want to make a difference for the next
generation.

From publishing award-winning books
through Feeding Mind Press to creating
rigorous STEM curriculum, the Ag Founda-
tion is providing resources that introduce
future consumers to agriculture and inspire
the next generation of farmers, researchers,
veterinarians and ag innovators. Whether
it's through engaging lesson plans, activi-
ties or videos, every resource is designed to
be accurate, accessible and impactful. Every
book, lesson plan and resource is carefully
researched by education specialists and
reviewed by subject matter experts. We do
our homework first so that educators, par-
ents and volunteers
have the confidence
to bring agricultural
education into the
classroom and at
home.

Beyond resources,
the Ag Foundation

e/REC

1030 W. Main St.

Turlock, CA 95380
Corner of W. Main St. & Davis

WHOLESALE TIRES & WHEELS
Commercial/Passenger/4x4/SUV

Semi Truck / Farm & Dairy

Open 6 Days a Week—Monday-Saturday

Tel (209) 668-1074
Cell (209) 277-3546

COIT AND HEWES, LLC

719 E Grayson Rd
Modesto, CA
95358

Replacement Parts for
WEISS, FLORY, OMC,
ORCHARD RITE, COE

HARVESTER PICKUP BELTS

SWEEPER PADDLES

PREMIUM QUALITY HARVEST SUPPLIES

209 5319891

M-F 8-4PM

SWEEPER BEARINGS

SHAKER PAD OVAL AND ROUND

%

SHAKER SLING PADS

is also committed to equipping educators
with opportunities and training, includ-
ing our On the Farm STEM program, farm
tours and scholarships to give them tools to
help these lessons come alive in the class-
room.

The Ag Foundation has so much to offer
and if you haven’t checked out our website
yet, that should be your next stop.

Ways to Support

All of this work would not be possible
without our generous supporters and dedi-

MIKE HEINRICH

209.312.4011 | MHeinrich@boyett.net

Inventory Management Competitive

Pricing

On Time Delivery
Gas, Diesel, Renewable Diesel, and
Red Diesel Available

Agricultural Commercial Fuel
Truck & Trailer Delivery
Bobtail Loads Available

Boyett Petroleum
209.577.6000 | Boyett.net
601 McHenry Ave, Modesto, 95350




cated volunteers. By donating, you can help
us develop literacy resources and reach
more students across the country. To make
your commitment or find out more about
the ways to donate, please visit our donate
page on the website. Supporters who give
today will be eligible for special prizes, and
we have some special plans for the state
Farm Bureaus with the most donations.

There are also many other meaningful ways
you can help contribute to the mission of
agricultural education outside of our Giv-
ing Day such as giving your time or donat-
ing resources straight to the classroom.
The first step is to reach out to your county
and state Farm Bureaus to see what volun-
teering opportunities may be available to
bring agricultural literacy to the classroom.
Across the nation, our local and state lead-
ers are hosting booths at county fairs

ALMOND SHELLING

Since 1986

80’ Truck Scale
‘Maximized Returns
*Owner Operated
‘Inshell line complete with
Satake color sorter
‘High Capacity dryer for bin
or bulk loads

Peter Verdegaal Office

209-628-1008

8016 Winton Way, Winton

Serving Stanislaus &
Merced Counties

-State of the Art Equipment

209-356-0210

and visiting local elementary schools
and libraries to read books about ag-
riculture. And if there are not efforts

like this in your community yet, then
I encourage you to see what you can

do to get something started.

You also can invite students to visit
your farm or organize a community
event focused on ag literacy. Some-
thing as simple as donating Feeding
Minds Press books to a local library

October 18, 2024 Stanislaus Farm News — 9

can help open doors for agricultural educa-
tion in your community.

Join Us in Advancing Agricultural Educa-
tion

As we come together to support the Ag
Foundation’s Giving Day, I challenge you
to reflect on the difference we can make
together. The Foundation has accomplished
so much, and I'm so proud of all the work
our dedicated staff and volunteers do
year-round. But class is still in session and
there’s still more work to do.

So whether it’s through donating, volun-
teering or raising awareness, please know
your efforts are planting seeds for future
generations. These are the contributions
that can yield a lasting impact for the next
generation to have a better understanding
of the exciting and innovative work hap-
pening on our farms and ranches to bring
food to every-
one’s pantries.

On behalf of
the Ag Foun-
dation’s board
and staff, I
want to thank
everyone who
has contributed
to our mission
of advancing
agricultural
education.

vios Be Aware

MODESTO IRRIGATION DISTRICT

THINKI
BeAware!
. the rower
is still there!

POWER LINE DOWN?|
STAY AWAY-
CALL 911

REMEMBER to STOP, THINK, LOOK!

BeAware - The Power is there!  T.MID
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Breaking the stigma of hearing loss in farming

The following information is provided by Nationwide®, the #1 farm and
ranch insurer in the U.S.1

Just about everyone in rural America knows someone who fits the
description. A farmer — young or old — who responds with a “What?”

whenever you say something or ask a question. You may yourself be that

person. Often from extended exposure to loud machinery and noisy en-
vironments, farmers are at a significantly higher risk of hearing loss than
the general population. One third of all U.S. farmers have some form of
hearing loss, according to the Kentucky Commission on the Deaf and
Hard of Hearing. Lauren and Alyssa Roling know that well.

Hearing loss is common among farmers

“All participants had overexposure to noisy farm machinery and en-
vironments. Sixty-four percent said they have hearing loss related to
extended exposure to high noise levels,” said Lauren Roling, a McCook
Central FFA member in Salem, South Dakota. Along with sister Alyssa
in 2024, they conducted a survey of farmers seeking input on hearing
loss. That survey also found almost 75 percent of farmers don’t use
hearing protection, even when working around high noise levels.
Hearing loss is a fact of life on the Roling family farm, much like it is on
thousands of farms around the country.

“We are the sixth generation on our family farm. We work beside our
grandfather, father and brother. They all have some form of hearing
loss,” Lauren said. “We wanted to find a way to educate the next gen-
eration of farmers to prevent the trend of hearing loss in agriculture.”
Addressing the stigma of hearing loss

Lauren and Alyssa’s research confirmed there’s a major stigma sur-
rounding hearing loss among farmers. This stigma often stems from a
perceived notion of weakness or vulnerability. The stigma may keep
farmers from wearing hearing aids or seeking medical advice. This
reluctance not only makes their hearing health issues worse but also
impacts their overall well-being and safety.

Tackling the stigma around hearing issues is key to helping farmers take
charge of their hearing health. Be open about it—start conversations and
share success stories of farmers who have sought help. This can help
reduce the fear of judgment and inspire others to prioritize their health.
Understanding how common hearing loss is among farmers is a big step
towards breaking down that stigma.

Helping boost lost hearing

Whether it’s noise-induced or age-related — the two main types of hear-
ing loss — the implications go well beyond just having to turn up the
radio volume or ask someone to repeat what he or she has said to you.
On the farm, hearing loss can make it difficult to hear warning signals or
alarms, putting you at risk of accidents. In severe cases, hearing loss can
even contribute to social isolation, depression and cognitive decline.
The good news for farmers and anyone with hearing loss is there have
been massive advancements in hearing aids and other tools to help
restore the lost sense. Hearing aids were once just available with a pre-
scription or recommendation by an audiologist or ear, nose and throat
(ENT) specialist. But today, over-the-counter aids and other tools like

tinnitus maskers offer the same hearing assistance, often with a much
lower price tag.

It's also important to add preventative measures whenever working
around loud equipment or machinery on the farm. This includes wear-
ing hearing protection and limiting the time of exposure to loud condi-
tions.

Visit AgInsightCenter.com for resources and expert tips on trending top-
ics to help you run a successful business and maintain the safety of your
operation.

[1] A.M. Best Market Share Report 2023.

Nationwide, the Nationwide N and Eagle, and Nationwide is on your
side are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. ©
2024 Nationwide

(eoaina  DOMSuply & MEG,INC.

PBM Supply & Manufacturing)) l{m.

Quality Agricultural Spray Equipment, Parts and Supplies
www.pbmsprayers.com

Since 1969 www.pbmtanksupply.com

-Sprayers- -Tanks- -Liquid Delivery Trailers- -Parts & Accessories-

PBM Supply & Manufacturing is a local agricultural manufacturing company
that specializes in the design and construction of sprayers, tank trailers,
and chemical handling equipment. Give us a call to find a dealer near you.

7 NORWESCO °%

UTV Sprayers Parts, Accessories, Repair Kits & More

. Fowler Store
]éezet‘ D PENTAIR 877.680-1354
3732 S. Golden

State Blvd.
Fowler, CA 93625




YOUR
FUTURE
GROWS
HERE

COMMITTED TO
SERVING YOUR NEEDS.

The change in agriculture today is just a
glimpse of what lies ahead. It's why, more
than ever, we are committed to being the
partner you can trust, who understands
your needs and delivers value to help you
achieve your goals.

Wherever agriculture goes, we’ll be there,
alongside you, as you lead the way.

American
AgCredit

Your future grows here

2D

9.
'ﬁf

Visit agloan.com/growyourfuture

nnnnnn

Registration
Open Now!

¢ December 7-10, 2024 «

Monterey Conference Center

S o N G ER and Monterey Marriott
TOGETHFR

Annual Meeting and
YF&R State Conference

S @)

Featured Speaker

Mary Heffernan
of Five Marys Ranch

Ensuring your best
farm and ranch future

FB California

Farm Bureau.

For more information, visit cfbf.com/annualmeeting

RICO, PFITZER, PIRES & ASSOCIATES
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC. tic. 0499798

“Proudly celebrating over 55 years of excellence in our industry”

BoBsy RosA Lucia FARAO Leroy RocHA TAMMY GRAY
(209) 856-8820 (209) 856-8846 (209) 856-8839 (209) 856-8885
brosa@rppins.com Ifarao@rppins.com Irocha@rppins.com tgray@rppins.com

JONATHAN WEATHERRED

Lestie MAcHADO COLLIN STRASSER ALEX GULLIEN
(209) 856-8814 (209) 856-8831 (209) 856-8856 (209) 856-8849

Imachado@rppins.com cstrasser@rppins.com aguillen@rppins.com jweatherred@rppins.com

Call us today for a personalized Insurance Consultation!

(800) 399-7473 « (209) 854-2000 ¢ www.rppins.com

=@ NATIONWIDE®

imm | ¥ On Your Side’

IFWE 23 Farm Certified Agency
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TuoLuMNE CouNTY FARM NEWS

LOG IT, GRAZE IT

Committed to Ensuring the Best Farm and Ranch Future
Driving Cost Savings and Value for Our Members. Why Join the Farm Bureau?

OR WATCH IT BURN

PESTICIDE ACCESS

CAFB ensured access to

generic pesticides in California,

providing a direct savings of
$18,666 per year to members.

LOWER UTILITY RATES

CAFB fought for agriculture
ratepayers to ensure lowered
utility rates, resulting in savings
ranging from $500 to $1,100
per meter per year on farms.

SALES TAX EXEMPTIONS

CAFB worked to make farm
equipment and machinery

CAFB provides access to
best-in-class farm and ranch

transition resources and

tools, preparing members for
retirement and succession
planning to ensure the legacy
of their farm and family’s future.

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

Through programs like
Young Farmers & Ranchers,
California Farm Bureau
provides opportunities to
network and hone leadership
skills to drive growth for
business operations.

partially exempt from the sales
and use tax, saving farmers and
ranchers on average $2,072.40
by paying a reduced sales

tax rate.

DISASTER RELIEF

With more than 31 atmospheric
storms and 1 tropical storm in
2023 - 141% more precipitation
than normal — CAFB secured
$275 million in relief funds.

WORKFORCE SUPPORT

CAFB's Farm Employers Labor Service (FELS) helped employers
address tight labor markets and safety regulations, making 2,000 Cahforn'a
worksite visits to provide training and consultations in 2023. / Farm Bureau.

Join Us Today! Visit cfbf.com or call (916) 561-5500. Stronger Together: Standing up for California’s Farmers and Ranchers

"I am proud and excited to see that our Tuolumne County Farm Bureau has LOG IT GRAZEIT
exceeded our membership goals for the year. We will continue to work :
diligently to make Tuolumne County and its issues well represented at the
local, state, and federal levels.”

F””"\
Tuolumne County Farm Bureau President, Colton Gaiser OR WATCH IT BURN




DECEMBER 10-12, 2024

SAFE CREDIT UNION CONVENTION CENTER
DOWNTOWN SACRAMENTO

ROO - R

TEE AL MR ENEERENCE

The Almond Conference brings together growers and other industry stakeholders to serve

as the premier gathering for networking, education and research in the almond industry.

Don’t miss out on the largest gathering of the year for California almonds!

/ISIT ALMONDS.COM/CONFERENCE TO REGISTER AND LEARN MORE.

(aar:ﬁfgﬁds

Almond Board of California

© 2024 Almond Board of California. All rights reserved.

AGRICULTURE

k. " L Your agricultural business deserves the best.
ESTATE B , o . |- . .
PLANNING : ' At Grimbleby Coleman, we specialize in tree, vine,
and row crop accounting, offering tailored solutions
for your unique needs. With over 50 years in the
Central Valley, our team is committed to nurturing
your success. Partner with us.

CLIENT
ACCOUNTING

r‘ Grimbleby

200 West Roseburg Avenue Modesto, CA 95350 | (209) 527-4220 COleman
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Celebrating 60 years of good eggs! The breakfast includes [ ®2& = =
About the Good Egg Breakfast scholarship recipients. | :
The GEB awards schol- ==
The first Good Egg Breakfast (GEB) was held in April 1963 at the arship stipends to local __
Sportsmen of Stanislaus clubhouse. And today is billed as the Modesto Junior College
world’s longest running egg promotion breakfast. students who epito- |
mize a GOOD EGG...
Original cosponsor of the GEB were Stanislaus and San Joaquin someone that gives
County area poultrymen and the Modesto Chamber of Commerce. back to their commu-
Stanislaus County Farm Bureau was added as the cosponsor and nity.

the poultrymen evolved into the Pacific Egg and Poultry Associa-

tion and the California Poultry Federation. Today the four entities =~ Congratulations to

that plan and execute the breakfast are the Modesto Chamber of Wayne and Modesto JC
Commerce, California Poultry Federation, Pacific Egg and Poultry ~ students!

Association and the Stanislaus County Farm Bureau.

The Good Egg Committee is made up of members from v
the four aforementioned sponsors. The original GEB

award was given to an area resident singled out for their GENTHAI‘ VA “'EY
outstanding contribution to agriculture. The breakfast
also kicked off Farm-City Days in Stanislaus County. )

The breakfast has evolved overtime to include recogni-
tion of not only agriculturalist, but also those from every
walk of life who have demonstrated dedication and out-
standing service for the benefit of the community.

GROW YOUR AG BUSINESS

This year’s winner, is retired Stanislaus County Farm At the Central Valley Business Expo
Bureau Executive Director, Wayne Zipser (pictured be-

low). Wayne joins the list of past winners, including, then
Governor, Ronald Reagan in 1970.

Learn Exhibitor Booths

Participate in dynamic sessions
that tackle the challenges and
uncover the opportunities in
today’s business landscape.

Network with
Industry Leaders

Panel Discussions
Network

Meet exhibitors offering tools Business Resources

and services to boost your
agricultural operations. Educational Sessions

Build Pesticide Continuing
Education Classes

Build valuable relationships with
peers and cross-industry partners.

N4 info@centralvalleybusinessexpo.com

Sponsored by
1000 L Street,

Toves © Air L:\\ﬂ Sutter Health Modesto, California 95354

Healing . flir Conditiening . Solar

v REGISTER AT
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Vil \
Edwards, Lien & Toso, Inc.

Agricultural Appraisal Services

Providing Full Service Agricultural Valuation Products

Randal H. Edwards, ARA
Jeffrey A. Lien

Anthony J. Toso, ARA
Richard L. Kilgore, ARA
Martin Seanez, ARA
Tiffany L. Holmes, ARA

(209) 634-9484

eltappraisers.com
info@eltappraisers.com

Kyle E. Dalrymple, ARA
Mary Anne Dores

Kay J. Austin
Stephanie J. Bengard
George L. Morasci
Jason L. Edwards
Alyssa L. Haines

November 12, 2024
at the
Stanislaus County Fairgrounds
in Turlock, California
7am.-2p.m.

Serving Cadlifornia Grape, Nut
& Tree Fruit Growers

(Nut/Tree Fruit Sessions)
7:00 am Registration
7:15 - 8:30 am  Nut Grower/PCA Breakfast (1hr Laws & Regs CEUs)
7:15-7:30am  Welcome and Introduction
Matthew Malcolm, Editor Pacific Nut Producer
7:30 - 8:00 am Pesticide Regulatory Updates
Judith Arroyo, Deputy Ag Commissioner Stanisiaus County Department of Ag
8:00 - 8:30am  Common Pesticide Violations & Compliance Tools
Melanie Pellegrino, Ag Inspector, Stanisiaus County Department of Ag

30 Minute Break & Exhibits
9:00 - 9:30 am  State of the Walnut Industry
Robert Verloop, CEO/Execulive Director, Caifornia Wainut Board & Commission
9:30 - 10:00 am  State of the AImond Industry
Katie Staack, Vice Chair, Almond Alliance & Grower Relations, Grizzly Nut LLC
Julie Adams, Vice President, Global Technical & Regulatory Affairs, Almond Board of Caiifornia
Matt Woolf, Specialty Crop Analyst, Terrain Ag

30 Minute Break & Exhibits

10:30 - 11:00 am Current Knowledge on the Invasive Red Leaf Blotch Disease of Aimond
Alejandro Hernandez Rosas, UC Davis Plant Pathology Dept. (Florent Trouillos Lab)

11:00 - 11:30 am State of the Pistachio Industry
Zachary Fraser, President & CEO, American Pistachio Growers

11:30 - 12:00 pm Securing Your Water Future with On-Farm Groundwater Recharge

Moderated By Rogell Rogers, Sustainable Conservation

Featuring: Erich Gemperfe, Gemperle Orchards - Eric Harcksen, Harcksen Almond Farms ~

Michael Roofs, Almond Board of Califomia ~ Wes Miller, Turlock Irigation District

30 Minute Break & Exhibits
12:00 - 1:30 pm Grower/PCA Tri-Tip Lunch
12:30 - 1:00 pm  Boosting Soil Health & Lowering Input Costs with Cover Crops s

Stetcyn Maldonado, Seeds or Bees Manager Project Apis m a oyiey
> If pts

Donny Hicks, Grower Relations, RPAC R

Christine Gemperle, Gemperle Orchards & Director, Aimond Board of California \'/\,

Nav Athwal, TiNut Farms

ing the Invasive Ci ilus Beetle in Aimonds & Pistachios
Steve Korefoff, Puity Organics & Director, Almond Alliance board s
Joe Coelho, Grower, PCA & Dirctor of Sustainable Growih & Oufreach, American Pistachio Growers Sl /=
Mel Machado, VP of Member Relations, Blue Diamond Growers P
Mike Strmiska, PCA, Advanced Nuf Crop Sciences

@ America Community
% AgCredit West
AMERICAN

agexpo.biz

1:00- 1:30pm  C:

e Grape, Nut & Tree Fruit Seminars
* Continuing Education Credits
* Free Breakfast & Tri-Tip Lunch
agexpo.biz

Scan Here to
Register to Attend

(4.5 hours PCA CEUs & 5 hours CCA CEUs Pending)
(Grape Sessions)
7:00 am Registration
7:15 - 8:30 am Grape Grower Breakfast
7:15-7:30am  Welcome and Introduction

Danny Malcolm, Malcolm Media Ag Pubiishing

7:30-8:00 am Hyperspectral Imaging Solutions to Vineyard Problems
Luca Brillante, Depariment of Viticuliure & Enology, fresno State:

8:00 - 8:30am  Crop Insurance Improvements to Support Grape & Nut Growers
Jeff Yasui, Regional Diector, USDA Rik Monagement Agency

9:00 - 9:30 am  Managing Powdery Mildew, Summer Bunch Rot & Grapevine Trunk Disease
Akif Eskalen, UCCE Speciaiist & UC Davis Plant Pathologist

9:30 - 10:00 am  Preparing for Spotted Lanternfly, California’s Next Major Pest
Karl Lund, UCCE Vificufure Advisor, Madera, Merced & Mariposa Counties

10:30 - 11:00 am Ag Legislative Update

Michael Miiller, Director of Gov't Relafions, Caiifornia Association of Winegrape Growers

11:00 - 11:30 am Grape Rootstock & Clone Selection for Stress Resistance & Crop Productivity
Justin Tanner, Son Joaquin County UCCE Vificulture Farm Advisor

11:30 - 12:00 pm How to Deal with i in the Viney
Andreas Westphal, UC Riverside CE Nematologist, Kearney Ag Research & Extension Center

12:00 - 1:30 pm State of the Grape Industry Tri-Tip Lunch
12:30 - 1:30 pm  State of the Wine Grape Industry
Mike Needham & Marc Cuneo, Turenfine Biokerage

Wonderful Y%m
nurseries., @ &
CreplT,

020 for Exhibit Info

a presentation o m media + ag publishing

From "CAAA"” on page 7

derstand the unique challenges
taced by agricultural pilots. “We
have less than 30 operators and
less than 250 members and pi-
lots, so for the whole state, which
is a very massive agricultural
state, we are very small. So, we
need this association to have a
big voice,” Stoss said.

In addition to regulatory chal-
lenges, Stoss highlighted the
demanding nature of the agricul-
tural aviation industry. Becom-
ing an agricultural pilot requires
specialized training, including

a commercial pilot’s license, an
FAA medical certificate, and a
license from the California De-
partment of Pesticide Regulation.
Stoss advised those interested

in becoming ag pilots to under-
stand the seriousness of the pro-
fession. “It’s a very dangerous
career if you're not going to take
it very seriously, and your heart
has to be in it,” he said.

Ultimately, the CAAA works to
ensure that agricultural pilots
have the resources, support,

and legal backing they need to
continue serving California’s
agricultural industry safely and
effectively. Through its advocacy
efforts, the association is helping
to secure a future for agricultural
aviation in a challenging and
ever-changing environment.

For the

good

of your

food.

STANISLAUS COUNTY

gl P2 7
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Stanislaus County Sheriff’s
Department Ag Crimes Unit

By Vicky Boyd

When thieves stole a tractor last year from
a Stanislaus County Farm Bureau Board
member’s Oakdale-area farm, he reported
it to the Stanislaus County Sherift’s Depart-
ment Ag Crimes Unit.

As they followed up on a reported fuel
theft, Ag Unit detectives discovered stolen
equipment, including the missing tractor.
Because the board member had filed a re-
port, they were able to reunite him with his
machine.

That’s why Detectives Robert Domingos
and Kyle Gomes, who comprise the Ag
Crimes Unit, said filing a timely report is
so important. Had they not known about
the board member’s stolen equipment, it
would have
been much
more difficult
to find the
owner.

Even if the de-
tectives aren’t
able to solve

a particular
crime that
was reported,
they said

the informa-
tion isn’t for
naught.

“It’s the little
bread crumbs |
that maybe
don’t help on
that case but
maybe help
on another
case,” Domin-

Members of the Ag Crime Unit recovered this stolen

tractor not long after it was stolen, and the suspected

ended up sentenced to three years in jail. Photos cour-
tesy Stanislaus County Sheriff’s Department

gos said.

Unfortunately, the detectives estimated,
only about half of ag crimes are ever re-
ported.

Theft of equipment, which includes trac-
tors, trailers, side-by-sides, water tankers,
generators and all-terrain vehicles, is one
of the top ag crimes in Stanislaus County
along with fuel theft and metal and copper
wiring theft.

And winter, considered one of the prime
times for theft, is just around the corner.
Once farmers park equipment in storage
yards at the end of the season, they may not
return for weeks or months. During that
time, suspects can steal machinery and be
long gone before it’s discovered missing.
Winter fog also creates low visibility, allow-
ing criminal activity
to go unnoticed.

ESTERN
ALLEY

INSURANCE °

Offices in Turlock, Los Banos & Crescent City
209.634.9031
www.westernvalley.com

Find My farm equipment

In addition to requests to report crimes or
suspicious activity, the detectives provided
tips on how to aid law enforcement in
thwarting criminals.

Prevention should always be the backbone
of any program and should include ad-
equate lighting around equipment yards,
parking equipment away from high-traf-
ficked roads, removing keys to equipment,
locking equipment and gates, and keeping
up-to-date inventories of equipment and
tools.

Domingos and Gomes also recommended
growers apply GPS trackers to their equip-
ment in inconspicuous places. Domingos
said he recently went on Amazon and
found the same trackers the Sheriff’s De-

Agriculture
Commercial
Home
Auto
. Health

Lic#0649647
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partment uses  invaluable.

= for $18 each,

plusa$34 an-  “When people have GPS (trackers) and

nual subscrip-  they call us in a reasonable amount of time,

tion fee. we have close to 100% success of getting

' Not only do their equipment back,” Gomes said.

' the devices

== show their In areas with high theft activities, the Ag

locationona  Unit has taken a proactive approach with

s Smartphone its successful decoy program. The detec-

app, they can  tives invited producers who have had theft

be set up to issues to call for more details.

send alerts

when they Smile, you're on Candid Camera

start to move.

For the low In addition, the detectives recommended

| purchase installing surveillance cameras around

price, the equipment yards and other places where

~ detectives said  valuables are stored. Devices, such as game

| the trackers cameras, that have their own power source

' have proven are preferred to avoid loss of signal during
power outages or if suspects cut the elec-
tricity. Most cameras nowadays rely on cell
signals to transmit images and have a good
communication range.

OANs or owner- applzed numbers, can be etched in just about anything includ-
ing beehives. Photos courtesy Stanislaus County Sheriff’s Department

WWW.GREENRUBBER.COM

Everythi for
Hgnculgture

Green Rubber - Kennedy Ag has the products, parts, accessories,
and customer service you need to maximize your productivity.

Domingos and
Gomes agreed that
the technology has
come a long ways,
and many produce
clear images even in
dim lighting.

“With the technol-
ogy we have, we
don’t even need a
license plate to find a
ar,” Domingos said.
“If we have a picture
of a vehicle, we nor-
mally find the car.”

- CUSTOM CONVEYOR BELTS i

- URETHANE PARTS |

- RENEWED BOGIE WHEELS

- PUMPS, HOSES, FITTINGS

- SPRAY NOZZLES & VALVES

- WATER TANKS & TANK TRAILERS

- SAFETY PRODUCTS & EQUIPMENT

- PRESSURE WASHERS & ACCESSORIES
- AND MUCH MORE!

Green Rubber -
ennedy Ag

Ag Industrial Supply
Belting & Fabrication

For videos to be use-
ful, reporting a crime
soon after it occurs is
crucial because most
cameras record over
previous images
after a few days up

Six locations to serve you. Call today!

SALINAS (831)753-6100 - MODESTO (209)538-6227 - GREENFIELD (831)674-0999 See "Crimes” on
WATSONVILLE (831)761-9395 - SANTA MARIA (805)878-8877 - YUMA (928)726-6560 page 18
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From "Crimes” on page 17

to two weeks.
Owner-applied numbers

OANss, or owner-applied numbers, have
been around for years, but theyre still

a mainstay for marking equipment, the
detectives said. Robert Beuttler, a reserve
deputy who recently retired, is now apply-
ing the OANSs and should be more readily
available.

To take advantage of the free service, farm-
ers should obtain the simple one-page ap-
plication from the Sheriff’s Department, fill
it out and return it. It's also available online
at https://www.scsdonline.com/online-ser-
vices/forms-reports/-folder-55.

The department works through the state-
wide Rural Crime Task Force to obtain the
unique 10-character identification number.
Beuttler will then make an appointment
with the applicant to apply the OANS.

Because the number is accessible to other
law enforcement officers in the state, it also
helps recover stolen items taken across
county lines.

Gaining a leg up
on wire theft

Although cop-
per wire theft is
one of the top
ag crimes in the
county, Gomes
said it probably
is only reported
about 20% of the
time and then
mostly when
there’s an insur-
ance claim.

“They can only
report it so many

times before the insurance company drops
them,” he said. “What ends up happen-
ing is they don’t report it. Plus copper wire

Wire is one of the top farm-related items stolen in the county, yet only about 20% of
thefts are typically reported. Photos courtesy Stanislaus County Sheriff’s Department

The community bank
that invests in you.

Since 1867.

At Bank of Stockton, we're warm, reliable, and deliver exactly

what you've been craving from a bank. Whether it's managing

your savings, securing a loan, or simply providing the best

customer service, we rise to the occasion every time.
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BANK OF STOCKTON
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thefts happen in very remote locations.”
Where law enforcement has gained lever-
age is with legislation passed about 10
years ago that targets scrap metal dealers
and metal recyclers. It applies to loads of
non-ferrous metals —aluminum, copper,
lead, tin, titanium, zinc and alloys such as
brass — over 20 pounds.

The law requires dealers and recyclers to
keep extensive records that include the
seller's name and address, identification
information, and a statement from the
seller that he or she is the owner or a signed
transfer document.

In addition, dealers and recyclers must
hold the metal for three days before paying
the seller to allow law enforcement time to
check whether it’s stolen. The tag-and-hold
period worked as designed recently when

Leaders in Nut Harvesting Equipment

TRADITION

SERVICE

INTEGRITY

CRAFTSMANSHIP

Serving the agricultural community since 1936

4737 Toomes Road, Salida Ca. (209) 545-1167
See all our products at goflory.com

a suspect brought in hundreds of pounds
of melted telecommunications wire to a
Modesto-area scrap metal dealer.

“When the suspect came for his money, we
were waiting,” Domingos said. While the
wiring was valued at only $2,000 to $3,000,
the suspect caused an estimated $200,000 in
damage.

The scrap metal law also gives law enforce-
ment officers the right to enter a scrap
metal dealer or recycler without a warrant
to inspect the facility for potentially stolen
items and check records.

“We can walk into any recycling facility
without a warrant and show up and ask
for receipts and records and look at all of
their bins,” Domingos said. In Stanislaus
County, the Ag Crimes Unit is responsible
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for enforcing scrap metal and metal recy-
cling laws.

Farm Bureau Board regulars

Domingos and Gomes, who are regulars
at Stanislaus County Farm Bureau Board
meetings, say it’s an important part of
building relationships.

“We want to build trust with these farm-
ers,” Gomes said. “That’s what we want —
we want people to call us.”

Both detectives come from agricultural
backgrounds and said they like the flexibil-
ity that the Ag Crimes Unit provides.

Domingos’ father ran a dairy tech services
business, and he recalled riding along and
visiting dairies when he was young. A six-

year veteran of the sheriff’s

department, Domingos has

« Sustainable use of the
Tuolumne River

MID keeps water working for you

« Dependable water supply
« Irrigation system improvements

« Promoting efficient water usage

' Modesto
Irrigation
W E District  The Power to Grow

been with the Ag Unit for
about a year.

Gomes grew up on a
Merced County dairy until
he was a teenager. After
graduating college and
working more than four
years as a pest control
advisor, he made a career
change and attended the
peace officer training acad-
emy. Of the 10 years he’s
been with the sheriff’s de-
partment, almost five have
been with the Ag Unit.

If a crime is in progress,
Domingos and Gomes
recommended first call-
ing 911 or sheriff’s office
dispatch, then following
up afterward with the Ag
Crimes Unit. If farmers
want to report crimes that
have already occurred, call
Domingos on his cell at 209-
226-5998 or Gomes on his
cell at 209-652-0654.
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Reflecting on the Contributions
of Roger Duncan’s 30-Year
Tenure with UCCE

By Kristin Platts, Writer, West Coast Nut

For over three decades, Roger Duncan has
equipped growers in Stanislaus County
and beyond with essential tools for success.
Duncan officially retired on July 1, conclud-
ing a prolific career. Since 1990, he served
as the UC Cooperative Extension pomology
farm advisor in Stanislaus County, partici-
pating in on-farm research projects with
over 100 local growers there, ranging from
single-season studies to those spanning
more than two decades.

Duncan’s research has significantly im-
pacted California agriculture. His 22-year
trial on almond tree spacing and minimal
pruning
showed
closely
planted
trees are
easier to
maintain,
more
produc-
tive and
potential-
ly more
profitable
with a
longer
lifespan
than con-
ventional-
ly spaced
orchards.
The study
also

found pruning does not benefit yield.
Initially skeptical, Duncan noted similar
findings from previous studies, including a
21-year trial in Arbuckle, Calif. with consis-
tently confirmed results.

Other important studies he worked on in-
cluded almond rootstock and variety trials,
almond orchard compost trials and study-
ing whether self-fertile almond varieties
benefit from bees (they do, he found).

But Duncan’s

tributions to California agriculture paved
the way for a future that wouldn’t look the
same without him.

Growers, Colleagues on Duncan’s Impact

Duncan is leaving a huge hole, said Blue
Diamond Grower Relations Vice President
Mel Machado. There’s a joke among many
in the industry, according to Machado, that
Duncan could call a last-minute meeting in

legacy is more

than just statistics
and research. In
the wake of his
retirement, his
colleagues, grower
collaborators, and
friends, are reflect-
ing on the legacy of
a man whose con-
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a random location without even providing
coffee and donuts, and 300 people would
still show up.

“He’s got that kind of respect within the
grower community,” Machado said. “He’s
a solid researcher who speaks farmer. He
understands what the producer is trying to
accomplish, he understands the challenges

they face. His work has been very practi-
cal.”

Duncan was the authority on rootstocks,
Machado said.

“There are things that I say I can’t keep up
with, I'm just going to lean on other people,
and rootstocks was one of those things,” he

2024
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Farm Bureau.

2024 General Election « Tuesday, November 5

The California Farm Bureau Federation Board of Directors adopted the following recommendations on statewide ballot measures that will be before

California voters in the Nov. 5 general election.

PROPOSITION

PROPOSITION 2: Issue $10 Billion in Bonds to Fund Construction and
Modernization of Public Education Facilities

New construction and modernization of education institutions will cost $8.5 billion for
K-12 and $1.5 billion for community colleges.

POSITION

OPPOSE

REASONING: California is already paying off billions
in bond debt, all at a cost to the general fund to service
the debt payments.

PROPOSITION 3: Removes Outdated Language Regarding Marriage from
State Constitution

Repeals the unenforceable constitutional provision that marriage only between a man and
woman is valid or recognized in California.

NO POSITION

REASONING: CAFB does not have policy on this topic.

PROPOSITION 4: The Safe Drinking Water, Wildfire Prevention, Drought
Preparedness, and Clean Air Bond Act

Allows for the issuance of $10 billion in bonds to fund safe drinking water; drought, flood,
water resilience; wildfire and forest resilience; nature-based climate solutions; climate-smart,
park creation and outdoor access; and clean air programs among other programs. Allows for
funding to be shifted from the state budget to bonds for ongoing programs.

OPPOSE

REASONING: Shifting government program costs from
general tax revenues to additional public indebtedness
through bond issuance to mitigate budget shortfalls is
bad fiscal policy.

PROPOSITION 5: Lower Supermajority Requirement to 55% for Local Bond
Measures to Fund Housing and Public Infrastructure

Amends the constitution to lower the threshold from 2/3 vote to 55% to allow a local
government to impose a parcel tax for the purpose of issuing bonds to build or rehabilitate
public infrastructure and affordable housing, including downpayment assistance, or
permanent supportive housing.

OPPOSE

REASONING: The 2/3 vote for taxes and fees is
paramount and should not be weakened.

PROPOSITION 6: Amend the California Constitution to Bar Involuntary
Servitude in Correctional Facilities

Removes a constitutional provision allowing jails and prisons to impose involuntary servitude
as criminal punishment. It prohibits the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation from
disciplining inmates for refusing work assignments while allowing inmates to voluntarily
accept work assignments for credits to reduce their sentences.

NO POSITION

REASONING: CAFB does not have policy on this topic.

PROPOSITION 32: $18 Minimum Wage Increase
Increases the minimum wage from $16 per hour to $18 per hour by January 1, 2025.

OPPOSE
REASONING: California is already a difficult and
costly state to do business in without an increasing
minimum wage.

PROPOSITION 33: State Limitations on Local Rent Control

Allows a city or county to enact rent control by repealing the Costa-Hawkins Rental Housing
Act of 1995.

OPPOSE
REASONING: Private property rights are paramount.

PROPOSITION 34: Restrictions on AIDS Healthcare Foundation Support

Ensures that health care providers spend 98% of revenues on direct patient care if their
spending on items other than patient care exceeds $100 million over 10 years.

NO POSITION

REASONING: CAFB does not have policy on this topic.

PROPOSITION 35: Permanent Managed Care Organization (MCO) Tax

Makes permanent the existing tax on managed health care insurance plans, currently set to
expire in 2026. The revenue generated pays for health care services for low-income families
with children, seniors, disabled persons and other Medi-Cal recipients.

NO POSITION

REASONING: CAFB does not have policy on this topic.

PROPOSITION 36: Drug and Theft Crime Penalties and Treatment-Mandated Felonies

Allows for felony charges and increases sentences for certain drug and theft crimes,
including organized theft.

www.cfbf.com/ag-advocacy/farm-team

SUPPORT
REASONING: Law enforcement should have all the
tools necessary to prevent crime from occurring.
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said. “I'd say, “You know what? We're just
going to call Roger.”

But it was Duncan’s pruning study that was
the most revolutionary and impactful in
Machado’s mind.

“It was just spot-on for answering a lot of
questions that people had, and answer-
ing questions that people had never even
thought of,” he said. “It's changed the way
we grow almonds.”

The study taught almond growers that just
by altering the way they do things a little
bit, they could make more money, Macha-
do said.

Noting the almond industry is blessed
with top-notch UCCE farm advisors a lot
of other crops in California don’t necessar-
ily have, Machado said while he will miss
being able to work closely with Duncan,
he doesn’t think this is the last the industry
will hear from him.

“Like a lot of the other farm advisors, they
tend to not fade away, they’re still out there
and available, and I'm looking forward to
working with him in the future,” Machado
said.

Tom Orvis, governmental affairs director
for Stanislaus County Farm Bureau (SCFB),
board president for Oakdale Irrigation
District and an almond grower who has
worked with Duncan for years, recalls Dun-
can’s passion for walking among the trees.
“As a new grower, Roger pointed things
out to me I didn’t see,” Orvis said.

Like Machado, Orvis was also impacted by
Duncan’s pruning study.

“The studies he was involved with changed
the way we do business,” Orvis said. “I
haven’t pruned in four years, and my trees
are growing.”

His research on wintertime flooding was
also notable to Orvis, who said it gave
growers more options with storm water,
which is especially important as the Sus-
tainable Groundwater Management Act

See "Duncan” on page 22
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From "Duncan” on page 21
starts to take effect.

As farm advisor’s cycle through SCFB’s
board meetings each month to deliver
research updates, Orvis said Duncan was
a familiar face who the board was always
eager to hear from.

“When Roger came, there was always a lot
of interest and a lot of questions,” Orvis
said. “Our board probably has at least 50%
that grow almonds, so they loved to pick
his brain, and he was always very open and
honest with them. We had a very good rela-
tionship with Roger and still have one with
the entire [UCCE] team; they’re an impor-
tant member of our Farm Bureau team.”

Jennifer Heguy is a member of that team.
Serving as Stanislaus County’s UCCE dairy
advisor and county director, she’s worked
with Duncan in some capacity for more
than a decade and a half.

To Heguy, Duncan exemplified what it
means to be a farm advisor.

“Roger is extremely knowledgeable and
personable, which, when combined with
30 plus years of asking questions and
learning through his research, made him
the source of information on all things
almonds, peaches, etc.,” Heguy said.
“His research and extension program has
set the bar for all new farm advisors in
Stanislaus County, and I consider myself
extremely lucky to have worked with him
for the first 16 years of my career.”

Heguy said UC ANR awarded Roger with
the Distinguished Service Award this past
June for Outstanding Extension for his
exceptional contributions.

“I couldn’t think of a more fitting way to
end such an amazing career,” she said.
UCCE Orchard Systems Farm Advisor
Franz Niederholzer said Duncan’s exten-
sion efforts were extensive and exception-
ally effective.

“His spacing trial in eastern Stanislaus

County, along with rootstock trials and
organic matter work, had huge impacts on
almond growing,” Niederholzer said.

He said Duncan’s immense impact on

the almond industry during his career
stemmed from his careful research on
varieties, rootstocks, all manners of pest
management, irrigation and fertility and
nutrient inputs.

“He presented those results in careful, ef-
fective and memorable language,” Nieder-
holzer said. “When Roger talked, people
listened.”

UCCE Orchard Systems Farm Advisor
Katherine Jarvis-Shean first met Duncan
when she was a grad student at UC Davis
about 15 years ago. As a colleague, she said
he’s an amazing person who always had
time for mentoring in all thing’s almonds
and farm advisor how-to’s.

While much of Duncan’s career consisted of
research that was well-known within the ag
community, Jarvis-Shean said he was also
someone who did far more work behind
the scenes than most people realize.

“Roger’s just been great for the industry as
a whole in a lot of ways that people realize
and in a lot of ways people probably don’t
realize,” she said.

Jarvis-Shean is currently the pomology
program team chair for the UC system, a
position that Duncan held for several years.
She refers to it as the “team mom” role for
orchard crops, and while it’s likely one of
the lesser-known positions within the UC
system, she said, it’s a crucial one that Dun-
can excelled in.

“It keeps all the orchard people connected,
makes sure we're all talking to each other,
that our research makes sense, that it’s
practical, that research projects are taking
advantage of the different kind of smarts
within the UC system, and getting new
farm advisors connected and tapped in to
the whole community as well as advocat-
ing for new orchard advisor positions,” she
said.

She noted Duncan also served as a com-
mittee member and liaison for the Almond

WATER & POWER

THE VALUE OF
COMMUNITY OWNED

Operating with local control fosters
accountability, pride, and a commitment to
making the best decisions for our customers.




Board of California (ABC), a responsibil-
ity that allowed him to be an advocate for
growers within ABC.

“He’s been a great voice for research-based
practicalities and what the Almond Board
has been doing, where they’re going to
spend their money and where they were
going to invest in research,” Jarvis-Shean
said.

Jarvis-Shean said Duncan’s farm advisor
position will eventually be filled with one
of 30 or so advisors in a new round of hir-
ing that will be based in Stanislaus County
but also cover San Joaquin County.

“I think across the system we recognize
there’s a huge number of acreage there, but
also there are a lot of small growers there,
growers who really benefit from having a
position like Roger’s that we didn’t want to

leave high and dry,” she said.
A Dream Job

While appreciation for Duncan runs deep
within the grower and UC community, he
remains modest about his impact.

“The part I guess I'd be the proudest of is
that people actually called me for advice,
and sometimes even followed it,” he joked.
He is also pleased with his role in helping
the almond industry consider new root-
stocks tailored to specific orchards, rather
than just falling back on what they’ve al-
ways done or what the nurseries suggested,
he said.

Duncan also highlighted an early study

in his career that challenged the routine

practice of annual dormant spraying with

copper, oil, and insecticides, leading to

most orchards no longer receiving dormant
sprays. He said, all of their fears of
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a big savings for growers and also has
an environmental impact as well,” he
said.

He humbly noted that while some of
the most interesting things he’s been
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a part of may not seem groundbreaking,
they're still important, like the evolution of
orchard design, spacing, and rootstocks.

“Just the whole orchard design configura-
tion has changed, and I guess I feel like I
have contributed at least a little to that,” he
said.

Born and raised in Stanislaus County,
where he later spent his career, Duncan
quickly built strong connections within the
ag community. He said he was pleasantly
surprised by how eager people were to
welcome him into the role and onto their
farms.

“I was amazed at how welcoming every-
body was and how they really wanted to
help, to get me trained up, so I could hope-
fully be of some value for people here,”
Duncan said.

Despite being officially retired, he contin-
ues to oversee several ongoing studies, aim-
ing to maintain them in Stanislaus County
until a successor can take over.

Reflecting on his career as a UC farm advi-
sor, Duncan described it as a dream job.

“It really was a good fit for what I enjoyed;
the public service aspect of the job, being
a part of the ag community and having
an economic
impact in
~ the commu-
4 nity that I live
. and work in.
This job also
helped sat-
isfy my scien-
tific curiosity.
What happens
when we do
this or don’t
do that? I'm
just thankful I
- had the op-
portunity,” he
said.
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MJC School of Agriculture Hosts
Annual Open House and Senior
Day

(Modesto, CA) — The Modesto Junior Col-
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Sunday, November 24,
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8:00 am - 12:00 noon
Westport Fine Flouse
8760 §. Carpenter Road, Modesto

lege (MJC) School of Agriculture held
their annual Open House and Senior
Day. Open house was held on October
3rd, 2024, the event was open to the
public. Prospective students and their
families were able to visit with a coun-
selor, meet current students and teach-
ers, and tours of west campus. The
event allows MJC to connect with not
only incoming students but their fami-
lies and the community as well.

On October 4th, 2024, Modesto Junior
College School of Agriculture held
their annual Senior Day, with 287 high
school seniors attended from 30 surround-
ing high schools participating. Seniors had
the chance to go through four unique and
interactive stations. The stations are run by
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M]JC students and faculty. They got to meet
with counselors and plan out their associate
degrees. As well as apply to MJC and get
their account and W#. They got to tour west
campus and attend a trade show.

These two events highlight MJC School of
Agriculture ongoing dedication to their
future students but their families and
communities as well. The MJC School of
Agriculture and Environmental Sciences
division is home to over two thousand MJC
students, served by a dozen full time staff.
Learn more at mjc.edu/ag.

Modesto Junior College:

www.mjc.edu

Follow MJC on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/modestojuniorcollege

Hoying oweMenbens Prosper

LOCAL AGRICULTURE
FINANCING

MODESTO MERCED
TURLOCK | LOS BANOS
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From the Fields - Ron X

Macedo
Source: AgAlert

We have a 20-acre corn maze,
75 different varieties of pump-
kins, and we’ve been harvesting
pumpkins for about a month.
We're starting to get into the
traditional carvers, the orange
harvest.

It's been extremely challenging
this year with the hot weather,
trying to hold vines and moisture
and keeping pumpkins from get-
ting sunburned. It's been a heavy
mite year with a lot of extra
watering, but all in all, the qual-
ity looks good. Fortunately, we're
in a very good water district, and
we have excellent groundwater
here, so zero water challenges.

The corn maze and the pumpkin stand have
been slow due to hot weather, but we're
making the most of it and hoping for cooler
weather and better crowds.

We plant pumpkins the entire month of June.

We grow all the pumpkins on black plastic
mulch and drip, and this year was so hot in
June when we were planting. We encoun-
tered some high-heat bacteria that were
causing the plants to wilt and die. We had to
take steps and measures to treat those, to get
them to survive. It was very, very challeng-
ing. I'd seen it one other time about 10 years
ago, but I wasn’t sure what it was then.

This year when it happened again, I was
looking for similarities, and I noticed that it
was the 104- to 107-degree weather for an
extended period. I had some plants cultured,
and we found three different bacteria ac-
tively colonizing the plants. The treatment

is very expensive. We transplant a lot of
these higher-end varietals ourselves. They're
expensive, and to put them out there and the
next day they’re dead, it’s discouraging.

I think people should celebrate Halloween.
It’s the best day of the year. That means
celebrate and decorate and buy and carve as
many pumpkins as they can.

STANISLAUS COUNTY FARM
BUREAU YF&R

RON MACEDO
R.A.M. FARMS

4 Thank you to Ron for
hosting our YF&R group
for a tour of R.A.M.
Farms!

STANISLAUS COUNTY FARM BUREAU

YOUNG
FARMERS &

RANCHERS
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“TopSafety made it simple and easy for us
to implement the Workplace Violence
Prevention program for our employees. The
training materials and templates provided
allowed us to quickly be in compliance.”
-Daniel Bays, FB Member
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WORKPLACE VIOLENCE
PREVENTION

Train the Trainer in Modesto

Wednesday, November 13th

8:00-12:00pm - English

1:00-5:00pm - Spanish

$550.00 per person for Farm Bureau Members, with an
in class discount on training curriculum and program
$650 non-member
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Are you with us? Join the campaign TODAY!
@ KevinLincolnForCongress.com

PAID FOR BY KEVIN LINCOLN FOR CONGRESS

Kevin Lincoln is a former member of the U.S. Marine Corps. Use of his military rank, job titles, and
photographs in uniform does not imply endorsement by the Marine Corps or the Department of Defense.
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The leading breeder of the most sought after almonds by handlers statewide.

SELF !L FERTILE SELF FERTILE

BA3 var. (PP#32301
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Potted and Bare Root Trees Available

Let our Burchell team help you make the right
decisions for the future of your business.

PROVEN ORCHARD SPECIALISTS
ROBERT GRAY GERRY HUNTER MANNY SOUSA JEREMY BAHNE TIM MORRIS

© 2024 The Burchell Nursery, Inc.

209-602-2236 530-776-7605 209-485-4552 559-430-53 559-388-3450

Central California No.California & Western US Central California Fresno & South Valley Fresno & South Valley

LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU
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Tulare, CA Fresno, CA Turlock, CA Modesto, CA Sacramento, CA Colusa, CA Tulare, CA San Diego, CA

BURCHELL NURSERY

burchellnursery.com CALL NOW 800-828-TREE




