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MAKE YOUR VOTE COUNT BY VOTING FOR
CANDIDATES ENDORSED BY STANISLAUS
COUNTY FARM BUREAU
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US 5th Congressional District: Tom McClintock
US 13th Congressional District: John Duarte

CA 9th Assembly District: Heath Flora
CA 22nd Assembly District: Juan Alanis

Oakdale Irrigation District: Division 4: Jacob DeBoer

Turlock Irrigation District: Division 1: Michael Frantz

STANISLAUS COUNTY
FOR ANY QUESTIONS PLEASE
% FARM CALL OUR OFFICE AT (209)
JBUREAU 522-7278

SCFB MISSION STATEMENT

To serve as the voice of Stanislaus County agriculture at all levels of
government, while providing programs to assist its farms and family
members and educate the general public of needs and
importance to agriculture.



Camp Sylvester
By Vicky Boyd

While the tents that dotted Camp Sylvester
in 1927 are long gone, the goal of providing
farm groups and youth clubs with afford-
able, quality facilities in Pinecrest remains
the same. The year-around 10-acre venue
in Tuolumne County now boasts 31 perma-
nent buildings, of which 21 are cabins that
can accommodate up to 195 “campers,”
said facilities director Ken Peterson.

Originally founded for 4-H'ers and the
farming community, Camp Sylvester has
morphed into much more, said Tim Sand-
ers, a Ceres almond grower and Stanislaus
County Farm Bureau board member who is
Camp Sylvester Committee chairman. It's
grown into a destination for a number of
youth groups as well as community organi-
zations and business retreats. And the facil-
ity holds a special place in Sanders’ heart.

“The thing that got me really involved was
one of my daughters met her husband up
there,” he said. “They were campers up
there and then became camp counselors up
there.” Of his five daughters, three attended
4-H camp at Camp Sylvester.

Camp Sylvester is locate only a short walk fo the shor of

Named after long-time 4-H Youth Advisor
Henry Sylvester, the camp remains invalu-
able to 4-H activities, said Stanislaus Coun-
ty 4-H Advisor Yolanda Cruz. Each year
during the summer, county 4-H'ers spend
six days and five nights at the facility.

“We have one of our largest annual get-
togethers where we get all of the kids from
all of the clubs together, and it gives us

an opportunity to do some educational
things,” she said. “And it lets the kids get to
know one another outside of 4-H projects
and outside of the fair. It gives them time to
both grow together and make new friends.

“It really is a huge, huge thing for 4-H. The
kids look forward to it. I know I do, and
I've been doing it for eight years.”

Cruz said similar personal growth holds
true for adult leaders and chaperones, who
get to know one another and build relation-
ships.

To help foster communication and social
interaction, cell phones and the Internet
are not allowed. This also applies to adult
camp staff, she said.

“It's an opportunity to have no Internet,”
Cruz said. “Let’s

\| bond together. Let’s

not bury our face in

| our phones as we do

at home.”

. Sanders said Camp
1 Sylvester also offers
youth a chance to ex-
perience the outdoors
and learn the art of
relationship building.

“Forget your cell
— phones and your
: computers,” he said.
. “Enjoy the human
- experience and the
| outdoor experience.”

Pinecrest Lake, where students are able to rent canoes and kayaks.
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During the winter, high school 4-H'ers may
spend three days at the facility for snow
activities like sledding or snowboarding at
nearby Dodge Ridge.

A successful partnership

Owned by the Stanislaus County Farm
Bureau, Camp Sylvester is actually a non-
profit charitable organization that works
closely with Farm Bureau to operate the
educational and recreational facilities. In
addition to the cabins, Camp Sylvester is
home to multiple dining halls and commer-
cial kitchens, group lodging, a recreation
building, an outdoor theater, an outdoor
dining area and sports areas.

The camp only operates the facilities. Coun-
selors, chaperones, instructors, food pro-
viders and other personnel are the renters’
responsibility.

Although the camp went through some
tough times in the mid-2010s and was
nearly sold, Peterson said Camp restruc-
tured operations and is now financially
sustainable.

Thanks to the revised structure and the
generosity of volunteers and sponsors over
the years, Peterson said they’re also able to
keep down overhead costs.

“We want to keep our guest rates low for
the community we serve,” he said. “The
donations go directly to the improvements
and the campers’ experience. The more
we can raise, the better chance we have of
keeping our rates low.”

By comparison, Peterson pointed to the
nearby University of California, Berkeley,
alumni’s Lair of the Golden Bear, a one-
week stay there may cost up to four times
as much as Camp Sylvester.

Sponsors help fund large projects

Maintaining the camp in the High Sierra is
an ongoing challenge. To fund larger proj-

See "CAMP” on page 4
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From "CAMP" on page 3
ects, Peterson said he turns to sponsors.

Among the recent ones have been the Mary
Stewart Rogers Foundation, Hilmar Cheese
Co. and an anonymous individual donor
from the Modesto Beckwith Road area.
“We're always doing a new renovation —

it never stops,” Peterson said. “How big a
project we can take on depends on what
sponsors are willing to support.”

A current undertaking involves renovat-
ing the restroom facilities and replac-

ing the showers. Another long-overdue
project involves razing the nurses, health
and safety cabin and rebuilding it to meet
today’s Americans with Disability Act stan-
dards. Because the building dates back to
the 1940s or 1950s, he said it would be less
expensive to tear it down and build a new
one from scratch than trying to refurbish
the existing one to meet current require-
ments.

The building still is in use, but a number of
groups are unable to attend Camp Sylvester
because they need ADA-compliant facili-
ties. Peterson said the estimated replace-
ment cost is $200,000.

Volunteers roll up their sleeves

Volunteers also are )
crucial to keep down the s
rates. Twice a year, the
Camp hosts a friends
and family volunteer
weekend where partici-
pants receive free lodg-
ing and meals. In return,
they provide labor.

The next volunteer
weekend is Oct. 25-27.
Among the projects are
processing firewood,
cleaning off cabin roofs,
rebuilding the archery
range area, demolish-
ing the lower girls” west
shower room area and
installing decorative
rock planter borders.

A group of young 4-H staff leaders, who
are at least 21 years old, have already spo-
ken for the archery area, Cruz said. Since
they’re the ones that lead archery, recre-
ational activities, arts and crafts during 4-H
summer camp, the young adults have a
personal interest in maintaining the sports
site.

Well-kept secret no more

For several years, Camp Sylvester was a
well-kept secret. But in the past few years,
Peterson said an increasing number of
groups have discovered the facility nestled
in the Stanislaus National Forest and a
short walk from the shores of Pinecrest
Lake.

And the waiting list continues to grow,

he said. Preference is given to non-profit
organizations, such as 4-H and FFA, as
well as those that help underserved and
low-income populations or at-risk youths.
Local groups from Merced, Stanislaus, San
Joaquin and Tuolumne counties also are
given priority.

Camp Sylvester has begun partnering with
Run for Fun Camps, which offers four
week-long overnight camps for children
ages 7-13 each summer. Participants don’t
have to be affiliated with 4-H, FFA or other

Camp Sylvester caters to a wide variety of youth groups, provid-
ing them with new outdoor and personal growth experiences.

groups to sign up through Run for Fun.

In 2023, the last year for which figures are
available, Camp Sylvester welcomed more
than 4,580 guest campers, with the vast ma-
jority participating in an overnight camper
program. Camper numbers are up this
year, but final figures won’t be available
until after Dec. 31.

Weddings, on the other hand, are being
phased out. While Peterson said nuptials
helped fill scheduling gaps in years’ past
when camp attendance was down, par-
ticipation by the target youth groups has
rebounded and now competes for reserva-
tions.

RoOsSsSW.LEE,INC

A Professional Law Corporation

Serving the business law
needs of agricaltural
clients since 1992

MS GW ATWOOD DESIRE

Ross W. Lee
Attorney at Law

611 Thirteenth Street Modesto, CA 95354
p. (209) 521-9190 | f. (209) 521-9192

Rlee@LeemodelLaw.com
https://leemodelaw.com
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From the Fields - Darrell Cordova

By Darrell Cordova, Stanislaus County tree nut farmer

We're trying to get some weed spraying done in our almonds.
We're also trying to get rid of all the gophers and squirrels
that seem to have multiplied this year.

Harvest was a little light. Even though we kept the water

on it all the time, the heat just dried them up. The weight is
definitely down. The heat brought on the mites, which were
a real issue this year. Other bugs increased too, like the navel
orangeworm. We saw high trap counts. We had to spray for
navel orangeworm and mites in some fields. We had to do
that on walnuts as well. The bug issue and having to keep
water going all the time added to the overall cost.

Another problem we had this year was broken branches
because of the weight of the nuts or we had a lot of wind. We
have to go through and clear all the rows before we could do
anything else. After we finished harvesting, we cleared the
rows before we added any water.

We try to maintain the quality. With the heat, there was even
some burning of the leaves and on the outside (of the nuts),
so we had to increase the water to maintain the fullness of
the nut. The pistachios are on drip and don’t require a lot of
water, so that wasn’t bad at all. We did put some fertilizer on
the pistachios. Before too long, we’ll be putting on compost as
well.

Almond prices are starting to move up a little bit, but they’re
still not very high.

@ Mahindra * MASSEY FERGUSON

ALSO HANDLES

¢ DONALDSON FILTER

We'd like to see
them a lot higher
because all our costs
have gone up so
much. Our harvest
cost is higher. The
fertilizer cost was
U71)) Weiss McNair huge compared to
last year. Everything
had gone up except
for our commodity
prices. That makes it

PARTS | SERVICE | SALES | LEASING | RENTALS | USED EQUIPMENT | NEW EQUIPMENT hard because you're

running on a tighter

¢ AGCO HESSTON HAY EQUIPMENT e SCHMEISER TILLAGE/ORCHARD EQUIPMENT budget, so it makes
¢ COMPACT TRACTOR RENTALS ¢ JAYLOR FEEDING EQUIPMENT for a very challeng-
¢ PEERLESS DRYING EQUIPMENT ¢ PARTS & SERVICES ON MOST BRANDS OF EQUIPMENT ing year.

321 Spreckels Ave. Manteca, CA 95336 e (209) 522-3271 e Highway 33 Patterson, CA 95363
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FREE ADS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

As another membership service, Farm Bureau members are offered FREE classified advertising in the Stanislaus
Farm News. Ads must be 18 words or less and only one ad per month per membership (membership nhumber
required.) Ads may be MAILED to the Stanislaus Farm News, or BROUGHT to the SCFB office, 1201 L Street,
Downtown Modesto. NO PHONE-IN OR FAX free ads will be accepted. Free ads are restricted to farm machinery
or equipment or unprocessed farm products. Farm jobs wanted or offered will also be accepted. No real estate
ads and no commercial items or services will be accepted. 209-522-7278

Classified Ad's $4.40 per run.
COPY DEADLINE: MONDAY 12 NOON

RATES: Display rates on request. Terms are cash. Ads should be paid for at time
of first insertion or immediately after receipt of bill if order is placed by telephone

or mail.

ERRORS: The Stanislaus Farm News will not be liable for more than one incor-
rect insertion. Errors must be called to the attention of the Classified Advertising
Department not later than 4 p.m. on the Tuesday following publication of the ad.
Claims for adjustment must be made within 15 days. We reserve the right to reject

or revise any advertisement.

120 SPECIAL NOTICES

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS CUT
YOUR ENERGY BILLS ELIMINATE
DUST & NOISE
Lowest Prices Guaranteed! Largest Selection in the
Valley! Windows, Doors, Skylights, Soundproofing,
Licensed, Bonded & Insured.

Visit Our Showroom:

1050 Kansas Ave., Modesto
Cal Comfort Insulating Windows, Inc.
Contractors Lic. #51317 Class C17B
209-527-1310 (TFN)

300 Employment

Service Mechanic, duties include
greasing, changes air filters and oil,
etc. Pays $15/hour with a harvest
bonus. Must be willing to work
6 days a week. Opportunity for
longer employment based on job
performance and experience. Call
Jenn for more details: 209-648-7947

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

For Sale:
Heavy Duty Ripper - $2500
Contact Arby: 209-505-0555 or text: 209-
602-1400

Spring tooth with attached following harrow. 8
ft wide, 3 point hook-up asking $1000
Brush rake. Rear push. 9ft wide adjustable
spacing for 4 or 5 forks asking $1000
Text or leave VM for
209-505-1731

For Sale:
John Deere 5100ML low profile with Exact
cab
Vrisimo flail mower — 12" & 8’
PBM 500 gallon sprayer with electric valves
(never used)
Durand Wayland 500 gallon sprayer
Domries float leveler — 12

Call Joe: 209-404-3326

Trailer axle with
springs $50, has two
new fires 80" tread,
Call 209-537-9491
Great Plains no-till corn planter 8-row
model YP825A-0830
It has a john blue injection pump.

Great condition. #22,000 OBO phone
209-874-4042 or 209-765-6298

Verisimo Might Max fail mower. Model #
SC-100 asking $5000
Orchard float roller 9ft wide asking $1000
Text or leave a VM
209-505-1731

Estate Sale
Farm Equipment
Antique Automobiles
Call: 209-988-1583

3/4 inch METAL PIPE, 10 FOOT
SECTIONS, 700 PCS.
Tom (209) 402-9870 or
Bob (209) 402-9873

510 LIVESTOCK

Kenyon Organic Services
Organic Consulting Services
Crop and Livestock
Carol Kenyon
(209) 484-1097
ck.cattle23@gmail.com

Sale Alfalfa. Best price, great
quality. Bigger Bales especially
suited to horses. Cook Valley
Angus Ranches Modesto 209 996
7365 & Available May- Oct

800 For Rent

House for Rent
$1500.00 & Deposit $1700
2 bedroom, 1 bathroom, Large
kitchen & livingroom, Sinhle car

garage, Riverbank

6819286

Dairy for Rent
Permitted for 614 Cows
With Flush and Freestalls
400 head open heifer facility
Turlock, Ca
Call 209-678-2632

1000 SERVICES

Electrical and
Refrigeration Service
No job to small. Troubleshooting,
upgrades on home, ranch, dairy, and
commercial buildings.
209-648-7748

Martin Reyes

Land leveling, Discing Chiseling
Lice.#954989
(209) 605-4079

Noeller Farm
farm & ranch management
Almond, Peaches, Walnuts
custom Almond & Walnuts
(209) 883-2417 or
(209) 606-2084

Need help with your Farm
Labor?
Call Lencioni Farm Services
209-537-2186

Selling Wheat hay,
$7/bale

Discount for large quantities
In the Modesto & Denair area
Call Sheldon if interested,
209-669-6104,

Leave Message

Brush Piles & Stumps
Hauled Away

Davis Agriculture
209-670-5278

1000 SERVICES

PROAG Commercial
Ag. Spraying
Orchard, vineyard $ herbicide applica-
tions
209-613-6355 Pat, 209-678-8072
Matt, 209-613-3227 Justin
Visit proag.webs.com

RON MARTELLA
Custom Nut Harvesting
SHAKING, SWEEPING

AND HARVESTING
883-4819 or 883-0690

Woodbridge Spraying
Field Spraying
Orchard Spraying
Backhoe

380-0727 (TFN)

We haul Rock, Sand, Gravel,
Demolition Clean Up & Removal,
Tree Holes, Irrigation Lines & More.
Lic. # 884701
Home-(209) 848-0538
Cell (209) 525-7715 (1Fn)

Wilson Portable Welding
Structural « Fabrication * General
Repair
« Dairy Repair » Ag Repair
*Mobile - 765-3596
* Shop — 524-3016 (TFN)

Hampton Ranch, CA
Almond, walnut, kiwi grower
Almond Firewood
150-20 Ib. trays of kiwi fruit
$25/tray = $1.20/pound
No minimum required,
Delivery available
(209) 648-3249 or (209) 874-4894

Premier California Properties
Agl/Investment Properties
Marcus Haney
Realtor #01917446
Contact me at 209/605-6727
www.premiercaproperties.com

Orchard & wild land tree
piles. Smokeless
conversion to biochar on
site. Davis Agriculture
(209) 670-5278

1100 MISCELLANEOUS

METAL BUILDINGS
Provided & installed, interior upgrades
available, fully engineered, references
available.
Active Industrial Contracting
Michael Frost - 613-3548.
Lic. #735904 (TFN)

LOW COST HOUSING Largest Inventory
in Valley of Preowned Mobile Homes. Ap-
prox. 100 to choose from. Priced to fit your
Budget. Transportation Available. DLR.
209-632-0854.

Wanted:

Cash paid for OLD Barn and
Shop items; vintage tools,
unwanted junk, old bottles &
oil cans
209-774-6582

For Sale
‘67 2T Chevy Truck w/16’ Bed, 21’ Trailer
$12,000
‘60s Yale 5k Forklift $6,000
Bin Trailers $1,500/ea
Contact: 209-988-0700

ROOFING  FENCING  PLYWOOD  SIDING

Let's Build Together
Since 1953

Denair Location: (209) 632-2494
Riverbank Location: (209) 869-4424

www.DenairLumberCo.com

HARDWARE ¢ INSULATION « WINDOWS « 0.5.B.

FRED NETO & SONS
(209) 669-FRED
Fax (209) 669-0545

Netos,,,

Commitment to Excellence
Specializing in: o

B.B.Q Steaks - Ribs
Pork - Chicken
Seasoned Meats
Fred’s Portuguese Beans
Party Platters

Deli Spreads ALL OCCASIONS / FREE ESTIMATES
1318 N. Golden State Boulevard, Turlock, CA

RSN

VAN DE POL

1947 - 2022

¥ VAN DE POL

FUELS & LUBRICANTS

Celebrating 75 years of serving the
San Joaquin Valley!

We're your strategic partner - delivering
great service with roots in the local community.

Performance delivered.
Fuels | Lubricants | Renewable Diesel

Industrial Fluids | Diesel Exhaust Fluid
209.667.0236 | vandepol.us
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Full Namo ‘Complete Malling Address

12. Tax Stalus (For completion o (Check one)

The purpose, function, and nonproft stalus of tis organization and the exempt status for federalincome tax purposes:
Has Not Changed During Preceding 12 Months
[ Has Changed During Proceding 12 Months (Publisher mut subit explanation of chango with this statement)

PS Form 3626, July 2014 (Page 1 of 4 (see instructions page 4)) PSN: 7530-01-000-0931

PRIVACY NOTIGE: See our prvacy polcy on wsw 03ps comn. S Form 3526, Juy 2014 (Page 2or 4] 75 Form 3626, July 2014 (Page 3.0/ 4) PRIVACY NOTIGE: Se8 our pivacy poty on W usps com

‘ RUMBLE

ORCHARD SERVICES

Topping {3 Hedging

(Fall 2021: Hedging Down to 2’)

FLORY

SINCE 1936

Skirting

Dual Mechanical
Brush Stacking

Almond/Walnut

860 PTO Harvester ST14 Shuttle Truk
For the finest in Agriculture Equipment and Metal Fabrication
See all our products at gotlory.com
209-545-1167 Salida, CA

RAYCO INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY
Locally Owned and Operated Scuce (969

Sales and Service

California Contractors License 708487

Conditioning

Orchard
Management

Air Compressors

Used Tool and Machinery Dealer
Steam and High Pressure Cleaners
Metal Working Tools and Machinery
Power Tools, Wood Working Tools and Machinery

Hand Tools, Abrasives, Saw Blades and Safety Supplies
Automotive Tools and Equipment, Shop Heaters and Goolers

Phil Rumble:
(209) 996-1517

Matt Rumble:
(209) 996-8161

The Largest Selection of Heavy Duty Shop Tools and Machinery In Northern California

Modesto (209) 529-8984 Turlock (209) 632-2315

512 RIVER ROAD 712 LANDER AVENUE
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California Farm Bureau voices
support for disaster relief plan

U.S. Reps. David Valadao, Jimmy Panetta,
Jim Costa, Mike Thompson, Doug LaMalfa
and other members of the California dele-
gation today introduced the Agriculture Di-
saster Relief Supplemental Appropriations
Act, which would provide $14 billion to the
U.S. Department of Agriculture in support
of natural disaster assistance programs for
losses experienced in 2023. Earlier this year,
economists at the American Farm Bureau
Federation indicated that major disasters
and severe weather events led to more than
$21 billion in crop losses last year alone.

California Farm Bureau President Shannon
Douglass voiced support for the legislation,
noting the challenges natural disasters cre-

ate for farmers, ranchers and other agricul-

tural producers.

“Californians have

propriations bill.”

Under the legislation, USDA would distrib-
ute funds to producers for losses of rev-
enue, quality or production due to natural
disasters. The legislation also expands
eligibility for livestock producers, making
additional disaster types, livestock reloca-
tion, feed crop losses and shelter-in-place
procedures eligible for funding.

In addition to these legislative efforts,
California Farm Bureau continues to work
with other industry groups to raise aware-
ness of the impact of
natural disasters on
agricultural produc-
ers, Douglass said.
Today, California
agricultural groups
sent a letter to Con-
gressional leaders
urging support for
additional natural

faced a unique and
broad range of disasters
across the state in recent
years —including floods,
drought and wildfires.
Unfortunately, only a
quarter of the roughly
400 commodities grown
in California are covered
by a direct crop insur-
ance program, meaning
thousands of farmers are
unable to access critical
risk management tools
to recover from disas-

General Building Contractor
Specializing in Agriculture Buildings

disaster funding.

California Farm Bureau works to protect
family farms and ranches on behalf of more
than 26,000 members statewide and as

part of a nationwide network of 5.8 million
Farm Bureau members.

STANISLAUS COUNTY

FARM
dBUREAU

MIKE HEINRICH

209.312.4011 | MHeinrich@boyett.net

Inventory Management Competitive

Pricing
On Time Delivery

ters,” Douglass said.
“This has led to our reli-
ance on resources such
as the Emergency Relief
Program, which is cur-
rently oversubscribed
and underfunded. We
are appreciative of the
attention and leader-
ship Rep. Valadao, Rep.
Panetta and others have
shown in addressing this
shortfall by introducing
this supplemental ap-

P s

40 Years Experience

-

ey

g

(209) 848-0615 or (209) 613-7087

KevinMcConnellConstruction.com

%

Gas, Diesel, Renewable Diesel, and
Red Diesel Available

Agricultural Commercial Fuel
Truck & Trailer Delivery
Bobtail Loads Available

Boyett Petroleum
209.577.6000 | Boyett.net
601 McHenry Ave, Modesto, 95350




I am Camille Dowdell, a senior 4-H'er and former
County Ambassador. My favorite projects in 4-H are
horse, song/story writing, baking, fine arts, and up-
cycling. All my crafts, literary, culinary, and fine arts
entries placed 1st and this pencil drawing won Best of
Show at the Stanislaus County Fair. The second photo
is of me showing primary members how to handle
the animals in the Farmyard Experience. 4-H has been
one of the most rewarding experiences of my life. I
am thankful to give back wherever I can. If you're
thinking of joining 4-H, do it! You will be starting the
journey that will forever change your life in a posi-
tive, fulfilling, productive, and rewarding way.

Allow me to introduce myself;
my name is Olivia Casey and I
will be serving as the Newman
4-H Club President for the 2024-
2025 program year. I am cur-
rently a Stanislaus County Am-
bassador, an Executive Council
Governor and the President of
the County Hi 4-H Program.

I have been a very active mem-
ber of the Newman 4-H Club
for more than 7 years; I started
as a Primary Member in the 3rd
grade.

My project roster is very long, I
have been active in small animal
projects, poultry, rabbits and
cavies; I am also very active in
Folkart and various foods proj-
ects, but I am best known for my
public speaking skills. T have
been speaking and presenting in
front of various groups since I
was 9 years old. My topics range
from 4-H projects, to community
issues and leadership opportuni-
ties.

I am happy to be involved in a
County and Club that partici-
pates and supports their com-
munity and addresses and assists
with issues to support change.
4-H is more than attending camp
and going to the Fair. Our ani-
mal project members work all
year long on their projects, learn-
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ing how to properly care for and raise
their animals. Safety for both the animals
and the members is highly stressed at our
meetings. Our Club leaders are each very
knowledgeable in their areas. Our still
project members work on skills needed
to complete projects while learning skills
that can be applied to other project areas.
Again, we have a great deal of knowl-
edge to draw from in our still project
leaders.

Our Club members not only work at

the Club level, but many serve as chair-
man for County and Regional events.
These events offer our Club members
the opportunity to show off the skills
and knowledge that they have acquired
through the 4-H program. Our members
never come home from an event with-
out a long list of honors that they have
worked hard for.

The one thing that no one looks forward
to is “aging out” of the program. Older
members have a lot to offer to the young-
er members; the older members are men-
tors and someone to look up to when you
are starting out in the 4-H program and it
is hard to see them go. Many will come
back as 4-H leaders and there are always
those you know you can count on even if
they no longer live in the area.

This year the Newman 4-H Club will
have three members who will be “aging
out’” of the program. These three young
ladies have been great assets to our pro-
gram, serving as Club officers and assist-
ing with Club and County events. The
Newman 4-H Club would like to thank
Isabella Berbereia, Cailin Casey and
Sophia Hayes for their dedication to the
program and best wished for their future
goals.

As we look ahead to the coming year, we
would like to welcome anyone who has
a passion for a project or skill to inquire
about becoming a 4-H leader
and any young person be-
tween 5 and 18 to check out
our program and consider
becoming a 4-H member.




10 — Stanislaus Farm News October 4, 2024

The Farm Bureau Family: Who We Are and
What We Do

By Zippy Duvall, AFBF President

When someone says “Farm Bureau,” what comes to mind first for you?

Do you think back to your first Farm Bureau meeting, remember an event
your county Farm Bureau put on, or maybe you're reminded of all the
friends you have made in this organization? It can be hard to put into just

a few words all that Farm Bureau means to our family, our farms and our
communities, but sharing our story and inviting others to experience all
that Farm Bureau has to offer is critical to the success of our great organiza-
tion.

What exactly is Farm Bureau? Have you ever gotten that question? At its
heart, Farm Bureau is the trusted Voice of Agriculture and the leading
grassroots membership organization advocating for all farmers, ranchers
and rural communities. Farm Bureau welcomes and includes all types of
farmers and serves all types of farms in 50 states and Puerto Rico for the
benefit of families everywhere. Our collective voice is the reason Farm
Bureau can advocate effectively, enrich our communities and ensure we
provide a safe and abundant food supply. And as a grassroots organiza-
tion, starting at the local level,
the more people we invite to join
us, the stronger our voice and

<P
SN

A For tickets call Farm Bureau: 209-522-7278

v 60th Annual

GOOD EGG BREAKFAST

Look forward to made-to-order omelets

Modesto Junior College scholarships

Annual Good Egg Award!
OCTOBER 10, 2024 AT 7:00 A.M. EGGSACTLY

DoubleTree Hotel, Grand Ballroom
1150 9th Street
Downtown Modesto

$40 Pre-Sale Per Person | $45 at Door Per Person
SPEAKER “EGGSTORDINARE”

Shannon Douglass
PRESIDENT

California Farm Bureau
Federation

Presented By: Stanislaus County Farm Bureau, Pacific Egg and Poultry
Association, California Poultry Federation, Modesto Chamber of Commerce

our organization become. 7T R T

This past spring, we conducted a

survey that revealed an impres- !
sive statistic, 68% of the general A

public trusts the Farm Bureau
brand. Not only that, but three-
fourths of participants also said
that Farm Bureau has had a posi-
tive impact on their community.
That’s an incredible achievement
and reflects the hard work and
dedication of our members —
whether it's through our advo-
cacy efforts, community service
or simply being there for our
neighbors when they need us.

™
b3
0

However, while these numbers

did show a high level of trust,

the survey also revealed that

there is a sizable number of folks

who know the Farm Bureau AR
name, but not much else about

us, and that makes them less

inclined to get involved. That's

where each of us can make a dif-

ference, by increasing the famil-

See "ZIPPY” on page 20
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YOUR
FUTURE
GROWS
HERE

!{ \» G\

COMMITTED TO
SERVING YOUR NEEDS.

The change in agriculture today is just a
glimpse of what lies ahead. It's why, more
than ever, we are committed to being the
partner you can trust, who understands
your needs and delivers value to help you
achieve your goals.

Wherever agriculture goes, we’ll be there,
alongside you, as you lead the way.

®.. | American
e@e AgCredit

Your future grows here

Visit agloan.com/growyourfuture
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Each year our organization awards merit award winners. They receive
a $750.00 check in August and they will receive another $750.00 after
they exhibit their project at the 2025 Stanislaus County Fair. Members
will receive a total of $1500 for expenses on their market beef cattle
project. This would not be possible without our sponsors,
listed below.

Olivia Barletta- Associated Feed
Lane Delahanty- Turlock Livestock
Anna Early- In memory of Steve Haglund
Carmen Garibay- Stanislaus Farm Supply
Dallas Haley- In memory of Dylan Linhares
Madison McDonald-

San Joaquin/Stanislaus Cattlemen
Natalie Van Ruiten- Brichetto Family

Associated Feed, Turlock Livestock Auction Yard, Stanislaus Farm Sup-
ply, and Stanislaus/ San Joaquin Cattlemen have contributed to this
program since we started 11 years ago.

2024 SCBS Awards: Scholarships
Briann Tavares
& Natalie Van Ruiten
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G3 HAS BEEN HAULING
CALIFORNIA'S HARVE
OVER 40 YEZ

We're large enough to serve a

y
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G3 Enterprises knows how to move your product with efficiency and care. We are ag hauling
experts with equipment and capacity to haul year-round from field to processor, to packer and on

as finished goods. Let's put G3 InG3nuity to work for you — Visit G3Enterprises.com/AG-Hauling
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Stanislaus County dH i ————

Ambassadors that officers could take back to their clubs.  nior members’ leadership abilities. Ambas-
o . A big thank you to all clubs who attended =~ sadors are liaisons between the county 4-H
In their first Official event of the new year,  ;nq congratulations to Turlock Eagles for office, 4-H members and volunteers and

Stanislaus County 4H Ambassadors Olivia bringing the most participants.

Casey and Emory Harned presented an

Officer training to be proud of. They would  Qljvia is our only returning Ambassador

the public. These 14 -18 yr olds plan and
lead county events, develop plans of action,
perform service projects and serve as leader

.ofﬁcial.ly like_ to thgnk thgir training team and hopes to share her hard earned knowl-  role models for younger members.
including Miles Miller, Violet Pinney, Jody edge with our new team members Emory

L@onudak.is, Troy.Lionada}kis, Eve Dowdell,  Harned, Hailey Browning and Mary Mur- e Our reporter is busy
Tiffany Lionadakis, Debbie Eggars, Teresa  phy Rebecca Milligan will be joined this
year by Cailin Casey as Ambassador Advi-  our newest ambassa-

Drumonde, Jose Campos and Yolanda
Cruz, who helped prepare and presentin-  gg.q
formation on each Officer position, a mock

meeting, parli- pro word scramble, recre- e The Stanislaus County 4-H Ambassador near future.
Rank is a working honor recognizing Se-

ation and icebreaker games

MAKE LONG-LASTING MEMORIES

H @ ;:eetl I;ué;n.

DIRECT
209-238-3000

at work interviewing

dors whom we hope to
introduce to you in the

4T 3 { s N

ALMOND SHELLING

Since 1986
-State of the Art Equipment
80’ Truck Scale
Maximized Returns
*Owner Operated
‘Inshell line complete with
Satake color sorter
*High Capacity dryer for bin
or bulk loads

Peter Verdegaal Office
209-628-1008 209-356-0210

8016 Winton Way, Winton

Serving Stanislaus &
Merced Counties
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TURLOCK EAGLES 4H

My name is Lane Delahanty and I am

the President of Turlock Eagles 4-H. As

a proud member of Turlock Eagles 4-H, I
want to share how impactful this organiza-
tion has been in my life. Being a part of 4-H
has offered me countless opportunities to
grow both as an individual and a leader,
while allowing me to give back to our com-
munity.

Over the years, I've had the chance to be
involved in a wide range of projects includ-
ing livestock, cooking, public speaking,
etiquette, gardening and floriculture. My
involvement with these projects and our
club have taught me the importance of
dedication, responsibility and hard work.
One of my favorite aspects of 4-H is the
hands-on-learning - whether it is caring for
animals, growing produce or organizing
community service events. All of it gives us
as kids a sense of accomplishment.

But 4-H is more than just learning about
specific skills. It's about the values we carry
with us every day. Through our commu-
nity service efforts, we learn what it means
to be engaged citizens and make a positive
impact on our community. 4-H also fosters
a sense of belonging and friendship as we
work together to reach our goals and help
others.

What I love most about Turlock Eagles 4-H
is the commitment to change and to imple-
ment new

panding even more into technology.

Each month, our Turlock Eagles 4-H Offi-
cer Team puts together an extensive google
slides presentation for the club meetings.
This year, we are using newly donated lap-
tops for our members to write stories about
agriculture through our Ag Writing Proj-
ect, to make vibrant flyers and posters for
our events, and to learn how to create and
update websites through our new Website
Design Project. In the future, we are work-
ing to be able to offer additional tech re-
lated projects such as coding and money
management.

As National 4-H Week begins, Turlock
Eagles 4-H is celebrating this year’s theme,
“Beyond Ready,” through its commit-
ment in preparing members for the future
through use of technology. The “Beyond
Ready” theme perfectly captures our goal
of providing the
tools our members
need to thrive in

an ever-changing
world. Our mem-
bers are gaining a
deeper understand-
ing of how technol-
ogy intersects with
agriculture and
other industries.
With artificial intel-
ligence, precision
farm-
ing and

ideas includ-
ing the ideas
of the kids
while at the
same time f >
maintaining %
the traditional ¥4 - '
values in
developing
the "Head,
Heart, Hands
and Health" of
its members.
This year our
club is ex-

ESTERN
ALLEY

INSURANCE

Offices in Turlock, Los Banos & Crescent City

www.westernvalley.com

digital tools becoming central to modern
agriculture as well as most other industries,
understanding technology is increasingly
important for all of us.

I am excited for our club to grow in the area
of technology as it shows our commitment
to making sure our members are ‘Beyond
Ready’ for the future. Combining tradi-
tional 4-H values with technological skills
allows us as 4-H members to be prepared
for college, be prepared to be excellent em-
ployees, and to have the skills to start our
own businesses.

I would encourage all to join a 4-H club in
our county. While many of us are involved
in Agriculture, 4-H provides so much more.
It provides life skills, an opportunity to
make lifelong friends and an opportunity
to be involved in a club that works towards
building a stronger community.

« Agriculture
« Commercial
-« Home

. Auto

. Health

Lic#0649647

209.634.9031

|
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Hi, my name is Brian Casey. | am a primary member in the Newman 4-H Club.
| raise Mini Lop and Palomino rabbits and Wheaten and Wyandotte chickens.

My chickens are my favorite project. Their names are Liberty, Everest and
' Skye. | have an amazing poultry project leader, her name is Ms. Seanie, she is
very patient and helpful.

In 4-H, | have learned how to handle and take care of my chickens and
| rabbits.

| learned how to keep cages and equipment clean and sanitized. | also
| learned how to feed the right feeds and give my chickens and rabbits fresh
i water every day.

My favorite 4-H event is Primary Camp. There were so many things to do
and so much to learn, it was a lot of fun. | think every primary member
should go to primary camp.

I think that more kids should join 4-H. It is a lot of fun and you learn so
much.

S5

MID’s B Those trees STOP! Before you THINKI

eAware need trimming. trim a tree, BeAware when the

“BeAware!” power is therel

KEEP LADDERS, TOOLS -
AND YOURSELF - AWAY
FROM POWER LINES.

REMEMBER to STOP, THINK, LOOK!
BeAware - The Power is there! ".MID

MODESTO IRRIGATION DISTRICT
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NEWMAN 4H

Hi, my name is Isabell Hayes and I am the

Newman 4-H Club’s Reporter/Historian.

I currently publish the club newsletter and
submit club articles and information to our

local newspapers, following club, county,
regional and state events. I do my very best
to keep the public aware of what our club
members are involved in.

Like most clubs in our county, we have an
active group of small animal, dairy and
livestock members. These members raise
and care for their animals under the guid-
ance and supervision of their adult project
leaders and youth teen leaders. Not all of
our projects are animal projects. Our club
also has a very active group of still project
members. These members are involved

in foods projects, including baking, nutri-
tion and food preservation; there is also
an active group of arts and craft members,
horticulture, photography and shooting
sports, and of course, a primary member
project for members 5 to 8 years of age. For
the older members, our club has a cur-
rent County Ambassador, and officers and
members in the county Hi 4-H program.

Our club members are very involved in

public speaking, and have presented at
county, regional and state levels, as well as
speaking to various organizations outside
of the 4-H program. We have an active
community service project that assists
when needed in our community and coun-

ty.

If there is an organization that would like
more information about our program,

or you would like to have a 4-H member
speak at one of your meetings, you may
contact our Community Club Leaders and
they will be sure to help you out. You can
find our club contact information on the
Stanislaus County 4-H website.

There are projects and opportunities for all
in the 4-H program, you just need to take
the time to research the program, contact
our county office and find a club that offers
the projects you are interested in.

Isabell Hayes
Newman 4-H Reporter/
Historian




Sales Ag Services

EHNSDEES

Farm Management

FARM BUREAU SUPPORTING

* Aemetis Biogas LLC
Keyes 497-4034

* American AgCredit
Turlock 667-5101

* Basilnsurance
Oakdale (209) 847-3065_

* Bays Ranch
Westley 894-3472

* BBSI
Modesto 576-0322

Anteris
Turlock (559) 472-6415
AW ir

Turlock 667-8378
Boyette Petroleum
Modesto 281-7134
Divert Inc.

Turlock (513) 680-4147
Exact

Modesto 544-8600

Honda Kawasaki of Modesto
Modesto 529-5424

Intero Stanislaus
Sacramento (916) 671-2358
Smith Chevrolet Co Inc.
Turlock 632-3946

Ahlem Foothill Farm
Turlock 874-2477

Bobby Yamamoto Farms
Westley 835-1750

Braden Farms

Hughson 883-4061

Brian Stewart

Oakdale 847-8025

Carol Morrett

Hughson 537-6658
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Riverbank 869-4290

Grover Farm Management
Modesto 602-3031

Lake Road Grizzly Ranch
Pomona (909) 623-1392
Fisher Capitol Investments
Modesto

Customized Water System
Turlock 988-4833

Don Pedro Pumps

Turlock 632-3161

1J Larsen Pumps

Modesto 529-2020

Modesto Irrigation District
Modesto 526-7373

Oakdale Irrigation District
Oakdale 847-0341

Blumen Flower Farm
Modesto 648-8995
California Transplants
Newman 862-9420
Dutch Hollow Farms
Modesto 287-6010

Agsafe

Modesto 526-4400
Cal Ag Safety.
Oakdale 351-7092

BUSINESS MEMBERS

Beard Land Improvement Co *
Modesto 524-4631

Burchell Nursery .
Oakdale 845-8733
Colombo Ag Services .

Modesto 996-2488

Cortez Growers Association
Turlock 632-3118
Flory Industries
Salida 545-1167

* Farm(x)

Mountain View 559-608-4410
¢ FISHBIO

Oakdale 847-6300
¢ Recology Inc
Westley 395-9506
Rumble Ag Service
Modesto 545-1848

Westley 894-3121

¢ Stump Construction
Modesto 505-9730

¢ Branelle Properties LLC
Oakdale 595-0256

* Hawkins & Associates
Engineering
Modesto 575-4295

¢ Catherine Phipps Walden
Ballico 667-2409

* D&MAg.,
Denair 667-7783

* David Lemos
Modesto 541-3131

¢ Donlon Farms Inc.
Patterson 892-8543

¢ ERoen Ranches
Winnemucca 614-5944

Andreini & Company
Modesto 512-3698

.

Modesto 524-6157

Insurance
.

Turlock, 668-3319
DiBuduo & DeFendis
Fresno 557-2759

* Turlock Irrigation District
Turlock 883-8374

* Waterford Irrigation Supply.
Waterford 847-1387

* Park Greenhouse
Ripon 599-7545

* Roos Tree Nursery
Empire 847-2520

* Morris Nursery
Riverbank 527-5553

* Adian Equine
Oakdale 847-8258

* Dairy Veterinary Services
Escalon 551-3949
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Arrowhead Insurance Agency .

CrivelliIns & FIn Sv Inc .

.

Frantz Nursery
Hickman 874-1459

STANISLAUS COUNTY

InsureCAL Insurance Agency * PG&E
Turlock 250-0269

Modesto 726-6303

FARM
BUREAU

Stanislaus Food Products
Modesto 548-3400

.

Grower Direct Nut Company ¢ Mapes Ranch * Rain for Rent ¢ TriCal

883-4890 Modesto 522-1762 _ Stockton 466-5602 Oakdale (831) 245-7611
Haidlen Ford * MidValley Agricultural Services Inc * Sierra Grain Terminal ¢ TSMInsurance
Oakdale 847-0356 Oakdale 851-3200 Turlock 667-2002 Modesto 524-6366
Heinrich Farms Inc * Modesto & Empire Traction Co. ¢ Stanislaus County Sheriff's Dept. * Yosemite Farm Credit

Modesto 595-2207

Hilmar 667-6076

* RossW. Lee

West Valley Agricultural Service

Modesto 521-9190
| °© Jensen & Jensen
= Modesto 529-0791
£
<C
* A.L.Gilbert

Keyes 632-2333
* Blue Mtn. Minerals
Columbia, 533-0127
Conlin Supply.
Oakdale 847-8977
* NuWest Milling LLC
Hughson 883-1163
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Fowler Brother Farming
Waterford 409-4951
* Glory Farms
Waterford 522-4302
Hayes Ranch Inc
Waterford 874-4448
Hilltop Ranch, Inc.
Ballico 874-1875
Kline Ranch
Waterford 605-7741
Knott Farms
Modesto 581-2571

¢ GDI Insurance Agency
Turlock 991-2929
Giddings Corby Hynes Inc
Modesto 526-3110
Hoobler Insurance Services
Patterson 601-0418
* LGCroplns.

Turlock 262-8140

Alexandria Perrin LLC
Modesto 216-7027

Clark Pest Control
Modesto 556-5200

Cover Specialty Services
Modesto 988-3864

Diane Powers

Modesto 494-8650

Drone for Hire

Modesto 818-4109

George W. Lowry,

Salida 545-0791

Valley Pacific Petroleum
Stockton (209) 948-9412
Hunt& Sons, Inc.
Modesto 522-7291

* Van de Pol Enterprises
Keyes 667-0236

Modesto 524-4631

Melvin Wheeler
Modesto 526-9770

* Marchy Dairy
Ceres 537-0630
McManis Farms Inc
Modesto 541-9345
Melo Farms LLC
Turlock 585-7852
Michael Van Andel
Modesto 531-4667

Banking\Financial

« AgriBusiness Financial Inc
Oakdale 607-0037

Central Valley Community Bank
Fresno 559-323-3472

Edwards, Lien & Toso

Hilmar 634-9484

Farmers & Merchants Bank
Riverbank 571-4023

Acosta & DaughtersLLC

Waterford 872-4815
Belkorp Ag LLC, John Deere Dealer
Modesto 538-3831

Coit & Hewes LLC

Modesto 985-0559

Garton Tractor Inc.

Turlock 632-3931

Nick Blom

Linda Squires Insurance Agency
Hughson 652-

Nicholson Insurance Inc
Modesto 526-2697

Gustine 854-2000
Schut Insurance Services Inc
Patterson 892-6226

.

Modesto Nuts Baseball Club
Modesto 572-4487

Randal Edwards

Hilmar 634-9484

R & J Avila

Hilmar 678-1723

Rocha's Valley Enterprises
Oakdale 581-1473

Turlock Driving School
Turlock 916-5167

Quality Rodent Control, Inc.
Modesto 225-4124

¢ Grizzly Nut

Waterford 874-5223
Setton Pistachio of
TerraBellaInc

Terra Bella 559-535-6050
Turlock Walnut Co.
Turlock 668-0955
Travaille & Phippen
Manteca 599-6111

Modesto 525-7117
Hilmar Cheese Company, Inc. * Nationwide Insurance * Stanislaus Farm Supply.

Sacramento (530) 701-4486 Modesto 765-1142

Modesto 522-6140
Redwood Ranches LLC
Hughson 883-2603
Robert Gioletti
Turlock 667-6024

Ron Martella Farms
Hughson 883-4819
Schut Ranches
Patterson 892-6226

Rico Pfitzer Pires Insurance Agency

Turlock 667-2366
Wenger Ranch Inc.
Modesto 576-7111

« Grimbleby Coleman CPA's Inc
Modesto 527-4220

« Moss Adams
Stockton 955-6100

« Oak Valley Community Bank
Oakdale 844-7500

« Vermeulen Company CPA
Ripon 599-5051

G&F Ag Services
Escalon 599-8911
Golden State Dairy Service ,
Modesto 557-9484
Hotsy.

Modesto 578-3925
Pacific Distributing Inc.
Hughson 883-4032

¢ RAYCO

Modesto 529-8984

Turlock Auto Parts

Turlock 634-4968

Turlock Dairy & Refrigeration
Turlock 667-6455

Starkey & Lucas Farming & Cattle
Ceres 484-0671

Stewart Johnson

Ceres 602-8899

Victor M Lopes

Turlock 587-5026
Walter Nicolau

Denair 538-7600
Weaver Bros

Crows Landing 854-6716
Wyeth Dairy Inc.,
Modesto 545-2101

Stewart Kriese Ins Agency

Oakdale, 847-8025

Toste Insurance Services Inc

Modesto 338-3585

* Western Valley Insurance Associates
Turlock 634-9031

Winton Ireland Strom & Green

Turlock, Modesto, Livingston and Hilmar
667-0995

.

.

« Almond Alliance

Modesto 559-5800

Almond Board of California

Modesto 672-9743

« CAFarmland Trust

Elk Grove 916-544-2712

Central Valley Hispanic Chamber of C e

Modesto 789-5123

« Modesto Ch ber of C
Modesto 577-5757

« Oakdale Chamber of C
Oakdale 847-2244

=
=
o
=
o
=
o
=z

* M n's H f Beef
Oakdale 847-4379

The Fruit Yard

Modesto 577-3093
Rodin Ranch

Modesto 577-3224

For the gOOd of your fOOd.
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Ballot measure threatens Sonoma County
dairies and poultry farms

As voters cast their ballots in the coming
weeks, farmers in Sonoma County say the
future of the region’s dairy and poultry
farms is on the line. Measure J, a ballot
initiative in Sonoma County, would within
three years cap the number of animals each
farm can raise, banning larger farms or

ing habitat along the Tuolumne River to
improve conditions for struggling fish. The
$7.8 million habitat restoration project, hap-
pening downriver from the La Grange Dam
in Stanislaus County, includes a $5.5 mil-
lion grant from the California Department
of Fish and Wildlife and $2.3 million invest-
ed by Turlock Irrigation District, Modesto
Irrigation District and the San Francisco

Public Utilities Commission.

How bird flu spreads among dairy cows
remains a mystery

With cases of highly pathogenic avian
influenza in dairy cows rapidly rising in
California, animal health officials continue
to try to contain the spread, even as they
remain flummoxed by how the virus moves

forcing them to downsize. “If some of the
larger farms in our community are no lon-
ger able to operate, it may lead to a collapse
of the entire sector,” said Albert Straus,
owner of Petaluma-based Straus Family
Creamery.

Irrigation districts work to enhance
Tuolumne River salmon habitat
Partnering with fisheries agencies, Central
Valley irrigation districts, whose water us-
ers face flow reductions under the state’s
Bay-Delta water quality plan, are enhanc-
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Farm Bureau.

2024 General Election « Tuesday, November 5

The California Farm Bureau Federation Board of Directors adopted the following recommendations on statewide ballot measures that will be before

California voters in the Nov. 5 general election.

PROPOSITION

PROPOSITION 2: Issue $10 Billion in Bonds to Fund Construction and
Modernization of Public Education Facilities

New construction and modernization of education institutions will cost $8.5 billion for
K-12 and $1.5 billion for community colleges.

‘ POSITION

OPPOSE

REASONING: California is already paying off billions
in bond debt, all at a cost to the general fund to service
the debt payments.

PROPOSITION 3: Removes Outdated Language Regarding Marriage from
State Constitution

Repeals the unenforceable constitutional provision that marriage only between a man and
woman is valid or recognized in California.

NO POSITION

REASONING: CAFB does not have policy on this topic.

PROPOSITION 4: The Safe Drinking Water, Wildfire Prevention, Drought
Preparedness, and Clean Air Bond Act

Allows for the issuance of $10 billion in bonds to fund safe drinking water; drought, flood,
water resilience; wildfire and forest resilience; nature-based climate solutions; climate-smart,
park creation and outdoor access; and clean air programs among other programs. Allows for
funding to be shifted from the state budget to bonds for ongoing programs.

OPPOSE

REASONING: Shifting government program costs from
general tax revenues to additional public indebtedness
through bond issuance to mitigate budget shortfalls is
bad fiscal policy.

PROPOSITION 5: Lower Supermajority Requirement to 55% for Local Bond
Measures to Fund Housing and Public Infrastructure

Amends the constitution to lower the threshold from 2/3 vote to 55% to allow a local
government to impose a parcel tax for the purpose of issuing bonds to build or rehabilitate
public infrastructure and affordable housing, including downpayment assistance, or
permanent supportive housing.

OPPOSE

REASONING: The 2/3 vote for taxes and fees is
paramount and should not be weakened.

PROPOSITION 6: Amend the California Constitution to Bar Involuntary
Servitude in Correctional Facilities

Removes a constitutional provision allowing jails and prisons to impose involuntary servitude
as criminal punishment. It prohibits the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation from
disciplining inmates for refusing work assignments while allowing inmates to voluntarily
accept work assignments for credits to reduce their sentences.

NO POSITION

REASONING: CAFB does not have policy on this topic.

PROPOSITION 32: $18 Minimum Wage Increase
Increases the minimum wage from $16 per hour to $18 per hour by January 1, 2025.

OPPOSE
REASONING: California is already a difficult and
costly state to do business in without an increasing
minimum wage.

PROPOSITION 33: State Limitations on Local Rent Control

Allows a city or county to enact rent control by repealing the Costa-Hawkins Rental Housing
Act of 1995.

OPPOSE
REASONING: Private property rights are paramount.

PROPOSITION 34: Restrictions on AIDS Healthcare Foundation Support

Ensures that health care providers spend 98% of revenues on direct patient care if their
spending on items other than patient care exceeds $100 million over 10 years.

NO POSITION
REASONING: CAFB does not have policy on this topic.

PROPOSITION 35: Permanent Managed Care Organization (MCO) Tax

Makes permanent the existing tax on managed health care insurance plans, currently set to
expire in 2026. The revenue generated pays for health care services for low-income families
with children, seniors, disabled persons and other Medi-Cal recipients.

NO POSITION

REASONING: CAFB does not have policy on this topic.

PROPOSITION 36: Drug and Theft Crime Penalties and Treatment-Mandated Felonies

Allows for felony charges and increases sentences for certain drug and theft crimes,
including organized theft.

SUPPORT
REASONING: Law enforcement should have all the
tools necessary to prevent crime from occurring.

www.cfbf.com/ag-advocacy/farm-team

2024




among herds. “The truth is that we don’t
really know how this virus spreads exact-
ly,” said Deniece Williams, head clinician at
the University of California, Davis, School
of Veterinary Medicine. As of Sept. 30, 43
dairy herds in the state—all in the Central
Valley —have been confirmed with H5N1.

Input costs cut into ranching profits as beef
prices hit record highs

The Voice of California Agriculture pod-
cast, produced by the California Farm
Bureau, discusses conditions that have
caused the U.S. cattle inventory to decrease
to its lowest levels in more than 70 years.
Drought, deteriorating pasture conditions,
inflation and high costs for feed and other
inputs reduced herd sizes in recent years,
causing beef prices to hit record highs, ac-
cording to the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture. The episode also covers a rise in bird
flu cases in Central Valley dairies, challeng-

Leaders in Nut Harvesting Equipment

TRADITION

SERVICE

INTEGRITY

CRAFTSMANSHIP

Serving the agricultural community since 1936

4737 Toomes Road, Salida Ca. (209) 545-1167

See all our products at goflory.com

es related to new regulations for organic
livestock certification and date harvest in
the Coachella Valley.

‘Brutal’ wine market leaves farms in peril
A downturn in wine sales worldwide has
shaken California’s winegrape sector. After
years of growth, U.S. sales have declined
for three straight years. The shrinking
market has left wineries oversupplied and
California’s vineyard acreage out of step
with demand. This year, many growers
could see their entire crop rot on the vines.
“It's leaving some guys in some very pre-
carious positions,” said Jeff Bitter, president
of Allied Grape Growers, a grower-owned
marketing group that sells winegrapes for
400 growers across California.

Certifiers among those affected by new
organic rules
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New federal rules meant to prevent organic
fraud have been praised by organic farmers
for helping to protect the integrity of the
national organic label. But the rules have
also brought unintended consequences as
smaller operations struggle to keep up with
the new requirements. Those struggling in-
clude government agencies that inspect and
certify farms to ensure they comply with
standards of the National Organic Program.

State water board agrees on probation for
Tule Subbasin
Last week, the California State Water Re-
sources Control Board placed the Tule
Subbasin in Tulare and Kern counties in
probation under the state’s Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act. The board
said state intervention was warranted be-
cause plans submitted by most of the sub-
basin’s groundwater sustainability agencies
failed to adequately address problems such
as land subsidence. Under

« Sustainable use of the
Tuolumne River

MID keeps water working for you

« Dependable water supply
« Irrigation system improvements

« Promoting efficient water usage

' Modesto
Irrigation
W E District  The Power to Grow

probation, some farmers
who rely on groundwater
in parts of the subbasin will
be required to monitor their
water use and pay extra
fees.

Wolves and mountain lions
prey on livestock

The Voice of California Ag-
riculture podcast, produced
by the California Farm
Bureau, discusses wolf and
mountain lion attacks on
livestock. The episode also
covers a Sonoma County
ballot measure, sponsored
by animal activists, that
would bar certain poultry
and livestock farms from
operating in the county,
phasing them out within
three years. Poultry and
livestock farmers say the
measure, if passed, would
threaten their businesses
and the region’s farm
economy.
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iarity of Farm Bureau and sharing with our
communities who we are and what we do for
farmers and rural America.

The Power of Sharing Our Story

I often say that one of our biggest strengths
is sharing our story and the same goes for
showing people how Farm Bureau is the
right place for them. These days, especially
with our younger generations, people want
to align themselves with organizations that
match their personal values and know they
can have a role in making a difference. That’s
where each of us can make a difference.
Telling someone about Farm Bureau doesn't
require a sales pitch or formal invitation, ei-
ther. Many times, it’s just about telling your
personal story and helping someone else
see themselves in our organization. It can
be as simple as sharing about how Farm
Bureau has helped you navigate through an
issue, the connections you made at an event
or even the leadership skills you've gained
through our programs. By sharing what
Farm Bureau means to you personally, you
can help someone to see how their values
align with our mission.

What We Do

The next step of sharing what we do is the
easy part, and your local, state and Ameri-
can Farm Bureau have you covered. At
every level, Farm Bureau’s strength is in
bringing members together to speak with
a united voice, support one another and
give back to our communities. If you are
looking for more ideas to share about Farm
Bureau, you can head over to our Who We
Are and What We Do pages, to learn more
about what we focus on as an organization
and what’s available to our members. Who
knows, you may even find the next step in

your own personal Farm Bureau journey.

I encourage you to check in with your local
and state Farm Bureaus about what resources
or opportunities are available to learn more
about who we are, what we do, why we do it,
and who we serve. We are so appreciative of
the growing collaboration with our state and
local Farm Bureaus on these efforts and I am
excited to see how this new approach will in-
vite more folks into our Farm Bureau family.

Why We Do It

The final piece of sharing the Farm Bureau
story is why we do it. We all depend on the
success of American agriculture, and Farm
Bureau stands with farmers and ranchers as
we work together to keep our nation’s food,
fiber and renewable fuel supply safe, sus-

tainable and secure. It's a mission that isn’t
just meeting today’s challenges, but one that
is working to support agriculture for genera-
tions to come. The decisions we make, the
policies we advocate for and the members we
welcome into our organization all help shape
that future.

At the end of the day, Farm Bureau’s strength
lies in our membership. Every engagement
and experience someone has with us helps
build their understanding of how the Farm
Bureau family is here to support them and
their communities. Let’s continue inviting
others to join along by sharing who we are,
what we do and why we do it.

WATER & POWER

THE VALUE OF
COMMUNITY OWNED

Operating with local control fosters
accountability, pride, and a commitment to
making the best decisions for our customers.

vios Be Aware

MODESTO IRRIGATION DISTRICT

THINKI
BeAware!
the rower

is still there!

POWER LINE DOWN?|
STAY AWAY-
CALL 911

REMEMBER to STOP, THINK, LOOK!

BeAware - The Power is there!  T.MID
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When |, Troy
Lionudakis, show my
steer, it boost my

1 confidence, that’s how
4-H is making me Be-
yond Ready. Thank you,
Escobar and Bryson

g families, for the contin-
ued sup-
port.

4-H makes me (Jody
Lionudakis) Beyond
Ready, by teaching me
new skills and tools that '

| can use to solve prob- &ET.

WESTPORT 4H

—4 Not only that, but | get
to make new friends
and have lots of fun.
4-H has taught me a lot.
I’m thankful for all the
fun I’m having and skills
that I’m learning along
the way.

Westport 4-H
Pancake
Breakfast

Sunday, November 24,
2024

$715.00 Sdult
$10.00 Child
8:00 am - 12:00 noon

Westpork Fine Fouse
8760 §. Carpenter Road, Modesto

Hoping owe Members Posgper

LOCAL AGRICULTURE
YOSEMITE FINANCING
Py MODESTO | MERCED
Farm €°  TURLOCK | LOS BANOS
CREDIT PATTERSON | OAKDALE
@ yosemitefarmcredit.com @ @ @

DAIRY LOANS ¢ ORCHARD DEVELOPMENT « LAND PURCHASES + CROP LOANS = EQUIPMENT LOANS
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Hi, we are Westport 4-H. Actually,
this is Heartlyn and Jody from
Westport 4-H. We've been mem-
bers of Westport 4-H for a couple
years. Here are some things that
you should know about Westport
4-H. Not many people may know
who we are or what we do. We are
a Youth Development program
that helps kids learn life skills. We
teach some about animals but we
also have lots of hands-on activi-
ties (projects) that don’t involve
animals. At Westport 4-H we want
everyone to feel welcome. Now that you
know about who and what we are, we can
talk about national 4-H week. National 4-H
week is a week where all 4-H clubs partici-
pate in activities. Each club has their own
activates but Westport’s are: a window
display at Les Schwab Tire Center - Ceres
(Thanks for letting us borrow the window
Les Schwab!), themed dress up/challenge
days all week and we are hoping to wrap
it up with a game night. Would you like
to join 4-H and find your
spark or just make some

Q & new friends?

Registration is still open!

Hi, | am Hailey, | am 16 years old
and | am part of Westport 4-H. |
have been in 4-H for 7 years and
this is my second year in the Dairy
Goat project. Last year | learned
how to give an ultrasound on a
goat and | was able to be there to
watch a baby goat be born. I'm
looking forward to this year and
being able to learn new and fun
things about dairy goats.

Contact us at Westportdh.modesto@gmail.  youth test their knowledge and skills on

com. Also, there is a Creed contest at the the animals they are learning about. Our
Stanislaus County Center in December. meetings are the first Wednesday of every
Google 4-H Creed to get a better under- month at the Westport Elementary School
standing about what 4-H is about. Not next to the Westport fire department. Hope

only that but there is also Proficiency Day  to see you there.
at MJC which will be in January, were

“TopSafety made it simple and easy for us
to implement the Workplace Violence
Prevention program for our employees. The
training materials and templates provided

allowed us to quickly be in compliance.”
-Daniel Bays, FB Member !

N

K | ]

WORKPLACE VIOLENCE
PREVENTION

Train the Trainer in Modesto
Wednesday, November 13th

8:00-12:00pm - English

1:00-5:00pm - Spanish

$550.00 per person for Farm Bureau Members, with an
in class discount on training curriculum and program
$650 non-member



CHRIS OTT

MODESTO IRRIGATION DISTRICT DIVISION 5

I’'m running because | believe
that MID ratepayers deserve to
come first. | want to restore
transparency to the MID Board.
Farmers deserve to have their

voices heard and to know how /
decisions at MID impact them. 1/
would be honored to have
your vote by November 5th. "/ M8

“Chris's business acumen and moral compass is second to none. | fully support
him for MID Board.”-Erik Durrer

“I firmly believe Chris has MID's best interests in mind and will do what's
necessary to maintain low rates for everyone within the district.” -Hans Wagner Il

“Chris is a 3rd generation Modesto farmer and both an electric ratepayer and
water user. Chris will bring a fresh perspective and his personal experience to
the challenges MID is facing.” - David Couchman

Visit www.ottformid.com to learn more and connect with Chris.

PAID FOR BY CHRIS OTT FOR MID 2024 | FPPC ID 1471062



FRANTZ

FRANTZ

- FOR
| TURLOCK IRRIGATION DISTRICT DIRECTOR

protecting our water,
our power, our future

Pad for by Michael Frantzfor IO Director, Division 1, 2024 | FPPC ID 1340907
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Call your relatives and friends who live Michael Frantz knows the importance of our Every day, people in Sacramento try to
outside TID and compare your water and agricultural economy to our quality of life. He is take our water. Michael Frantz is a
power rates. Michael Frantz has done a steadfast in his support for farmers, ratepayers, ferocious defender of our rights. | trust
great job ensuring that our rates are and our collective future. He has earned our Michael to fight for us. We need to keep
among the lowest in California. enthusiastic support. him on the job.

Stanislaus County Supervisor Stanislaus County Farm Bureau Executive Director Stanislaus County Sheriff

VITO CHIESA CAITIE DIEMEL JEFF DIRKSE

Paid for by Michael Frantz for TID Director, Division 1, 2024 FPPC ID 1340907



