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Annual Meeting of Members
S T A N I S L A U S  C O U N T Y  F A R M  B U R E A U  P R E S E N T S  T H E

W o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  t o  s u p p o r t  y o u !

THURSDAY, APRIL 13, 2023  •    5:30 PM
A T  T H E  S T A N I S L A U S  C O U N T Y  F A I R G R O U N D S

Stanislaus County Farm Bureau
1201 L Street
Modesto, Ca 95354
(209) 522-7278
www.stanfarmbureau.org

EVENT DETAILS
Thurs. April 13th, 2023
Stanislaus County Fair: 900 N Broadway, Turlock
5:30 Social Hour, Silent Auction & Tradeshow
6:30 Steak Dinner
7:15 Short Business Meeting, Program, 
Guest Speakers

TICKETS $50.00 PER PERSON
To reserve tickets call (209) 522-7278,
Visit the website, or scan here

WORKING TOGETHER TO SUPPORT YOU!
Join us for a fantastic evening including the best
silent auction, a delcious dinner, great company
and some wonderful guest speakers. Proceeds
help us support ag scholarships, ag education
days and grower CEU opportunities!
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Farm Supply Thanks You For Your Support!
As a farmer-owned cooperative we have been providing the 
Products, Services and Expertise that deliver consistent 
results for our growers since 1949.  
Whether you’re a Farmer or a Homeowner; we have you 
covered with the best products and services in the industry.

• Fertilizer
• Crop Protection
• Seed
• Feed
• Livestock 

Equipment
• Animal Health 
• Garden Supplies 
• And More!!!

Modesto
624 E. Service Rd. 

Modesto, CA 95358
(209) 538-7070

Merced
674 S. Highway 59
Merced, CA 95341

(209) 723-0704

Kerman
12800 W. Shields Ave
Kerman, CA 93630

(559) 474-4400

“We Take Care of The Farmer….Because We Are Owned by The Farmer”.

MODESTO
209-527-1900

MERCED
209-383-1116

IT PAYS TO BE A MEMBER

 CASH PATRONAGE DIVIDEND

$31,800,000
CHECKS TO BE MAILED IN MARCH

yosemitefarmcredit.com

TURLOCK
209-668-3522

LOS BANOS
209-827-3885

PATTERSON
209-892-6136

OAKDALE
209-847-7021



GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS DIVISION  1127 11TH STREET, SUITE 626, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814  TELEPHONE: (916) 446-4647  

 
January 14, 2022 

 
BUDGET 

 
2022-2023 State Budget Proposal 
 

Governor Gavin Newsom has released his proposed State Budget for the 2022-2023 fiscal year. This $286.4 
billion budget is the State’s largest budget to date and includes a $46.7 billion surplus ($20.6 billion of 
which is discretionary). In his press conference on Monday, Governor Newsom outlined his top priorities: 
COVID response, Climate, Homelessness, Cost of Living and Public Safety. Below is a truncated list of 
funding proposals that are of most relevance to agriculture: 
 
AGRICULTURE, GENERALLY 

• $50 million to four CSU University Farms (Cal Poly SLO and Pomona, Chico and Fresno) 
• $287,000 for animal mortality management considering rendering disruptions 
• $537,000 for education/outreach by the State Organic Program 

COVID RESPONSE 
• $2.7 billion for testing, vaccine distribution, hospital support and public health education 

CLEAN ENERGY and TRANSPORTATION 
• $6.1 billion for zero-emission vehicles (ZEV) and charging infrastructure  

o $3.9 billion heavy-duty truck conversion 
o $102 billion passenger vehicle 
o 1 billion ZEV infrastructure and charging stations  

• $100 million green hydro-electric 
• $4 million offshore wind projects 
• $210 million industrial decarbonization 
• $85 million for the Food Processor Investment Program (FPIP)  

CLIMATE CHANGE 
• $150 million Funding Agricultural Replacement Measures for Emission Reductions Program (FARMER) 
• $85 million Healthy Soils Program 
• $48 million livestock methane reduction (includes dairy digesters and alternative manure management) 
• $5 million for research into livestock methane reduction strategies and projects  
• $22 million for technical assistance grants for conservation management plans (i.e. conservation plans, 

carbon sequestration plans, and transition to organic plans to focus on carbon and water actions).  
• $15 million Pollinator Habitat Program 
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Agricultural Employment 
Policy 
On March 28, the Assembly 
Budget Subcommittee approved 
a budget change proposal to 
be wrapped into a trailer bill 
to implement last September’s 
agreement between Governor 
Newsom, the California Labor 
Federation, and the United 
Farm Workers to implement 
revisions of AB-2183 (Stone) the 
Governor sought in exchange 
for signing a bill he had previ-
ously said he would not sign. 
Those revisions delete provi-
sions of the bill establishing a 
“labor peace” status for agricul-
tural employers under which 
they agree not to resist attempts 
to unionize the workforce, 
including access to the work-
site previously granted under 
the Agricultural Labor Rela-
tions Board’s access regulation 
overturned in its Cedar Point 
decision, finding that rule an 
unconstitutional infringement 
of employer’s private property 
rights. However, no employer’s 
opted for this status, and as a 
practical matter the deletion of 
labor peace status will work no 
meaningful change in the law. 
As amended, AB 2183 permits 
unions to collect employees’ 
signatures up to one year in 
advance to be later applied to 
petitions to the Board to union-
ize an employer (a Majority 
Support Petition) claiming it 
has support of a majority of 
the employer’s employees. To 
verify this, an employer will be 
required to furnish the prior 
week’s complete payroll list 
(including street addresses and 
telephone numbers) which the 
Board would use to verify the 
union’s claim. The list would 
also be available to the union to 
perfect the list of employees it 
claims support union status. 

The bill also imposes unprece-
dented new monetary penalties 
for unfair labor practices (for-
merly, ULP penalties were re-
medial, including back-pay and 
reinstatement for improperly 
underpaid or terminated em-
ployees), and a requirement for 
an employer to file an appeal 
bond to appeal to a civil court 
after the ALRB’s quasi-judicial 
process, in effect requiring an 
employer to pay a penalty to 
appeal to a higher court. 

It is unclear what steps may 
occur later in the Assembly 
process or in the Senate, but it 
is clear that this revision to AB 
2183 agreed to by private par-
ties will never be considered by 
any policy committee in either 
house of the Legislature. Staff: 
Bryan Little; blittle@cfbf.com 

Agriculture Technology 
AB-1016 authored by Assem-
blymember Reginald Byron 
Jones-Sawyer and sponsored 
by Farm Bureau passed from 
Assembly Committee on Ag-
riculture with the unanimous 
bipartisan support. The bill 
provides the Department of 
Pesticide Regulations with the 
authority to establish a train-
ing and credentialling program 
that encourages the safe use of 
precision technology by farmers 
and qualified applicators. 

During the hearing, San Diego 
County Farm Bureau mem-
ber, farmer, and owner of a 
qualified applicator services 
business, Al Stehly, provided 
testimony to the Committee 
members focused on his hope 
to utilize a drone to remove the 
workers in his pesticide appli-
cator business from close con-
tact with pesticides that comes 
inherently in ground based 

systems and backpack blowers. 
Next, the California Agri-
cultural Aircraft Association 
provided testimony stating 
that they were not opposed to 
the bill but wanted to express 
concerns regarding the safety of 
drone applications. Assembly-
member Jim Wood asked the 
CAAA why a drone agriculture 
pesticide applicator had to be 
trained by a fixed winged pilot, 
stating that he had just met 
with his local vector control 
district and learned that they 
do not train with the fixed wing 
pilots and primarily use a drone 
with 30-40 gallons on board to 
conduct pesticide applications. 
Assemblymember Jim Wood 
pressed CAAA to explain why, 
for agriculture, the pesticide 
training path needed to be 
limited to working with fixed 
winged pilots when the public 
good was being met by vector 
control in a structure like that 
authorized by AB 1016. Then, 
Assemblymember Jim Wood 
asked to be added to the bill as 
a Co-Author. 

Assemblymember Juan Alanis 
commented next that when 
he was a local sheriff, he par-
ticipated in drafting the state’s 
rules regarding law enforce-
ment’s use of drones, and stated 
that the opposition during that 
drafting process came from 
fixed wing pilots. He then said 
he would support the bill. 
Finally, Assemblymember 
Devon Mathis commented that 
he wants to make sure that AB 
1016 takes safety into account 
to ensure that the use of drones 
does not lead to more claims of 
pesticide drift, and he appre-
ciates the author being will-
ing to discuss those concerns 
with CAAA. Then, he voted in 
support of the bill, as did As-

semblymember Heath Flora, 
and the rest of the Agriculture 
Committee. The bill moves next 
to the Assembly Committee on 
Privacy and Consumer Protec-
tion. Staff Peter Ansel; pansel@
cfbf.com 

CESA and Wildlife 
AB 606, a Farm Bureau Spon-
sored bill, introduced by As-
semblymember Devon Mathis 
passed unanimously out of the 
Assembly Water, Parks & Wild-
life Committee this week. This 
bill would remove the sunset 
provision on current acciden-
tal take statute. The California 
Endangered Species Act (CESA) 
prohibits the taking of an en-
dangered or candidate species. 
Under CESA, the Department 
of Fish and Wildlife may au-
thorize the take of listed species 
pursuant to an incidental take 
permit if the take is incidental 
to an otherwise lawful activity. 
The act also provides, until Jan-
uary 1, 2024, that the accidental 
take of a candidate, threatened, 
or endangered species result-
ing from an act that occurs on 
a farm or a ranch in the course 
of otherwise lawful routine and 
ongoing agricultural activities 
is not prohibited by the act, and 
would require a person, when 
an accidental take is known to 
occur under these circumstanc-
es, to report the take to the de-
partment within 10 days. This 
bill would remove that sunset 
date and extend indefinitely the 
above-mentioned exception to 
the act and the related reporting 
requirements. Staff: Katie Little, 
klittle@cfbf.com 

Insurance 
Insurance Commissioner Ri-
cardo Lara announced that the 
California FAIR Plan Associa-
tion has agreed to more than 
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double its existing commercial 
coverage limits to $20 million 
for businesses unable to find 
coverage in the normal insur-
ance marketplace. The FAIR 
Plan is an association com-
prised of all insurers authorized 
to transact basic property insur-
ance in California, and de-
signed to be the state’s property 
“insurer of last resort,” writing 
coverage for businesses and 
residences when other insur-
ance options are not available. 

Commissioner Lara and the 
FAIR Plan have been working 
on this issue since the Commis-
sioner’s investigatory hearing 
into the FAIR Plan last July 
where Jim Houston, California 
Farm Bureau’s Chief Admin-
istrative Officer provided tes-
timony with other businesses 
about the growing need for 
greater commercial coverage 
limits. Prior to Commissioner 
Lara taking office in 2019, the 
FAIR Plan’s commercial limits 
had not been adjusted in more 
than two decades to keep pace 
with increasing property values 
and coverage needs. 

The new limits for the com-
bined coverage under the FAIR 
Plan Division I Commercial 
Property Program, increase 
from $8.4 million to $20 mil-
lion per location and, under 
its Division II Businessowners 
Program, from $7.2 million to 
$20 million per location. 
State legislators investigated 
Commissioner Lara’s call for an 
increased commercial coverage 
limit at the FAIR Plan with both 
the Assembly and Senate Insur-
ance Committees conducting 
hearings. Napa County Farm 
Bureau President Peter Nissen 
testified at the Senate Insurance 
Committee hearing, noting that 
the existing limits in the FAIR 
Plan leave many Farm Bureau 
members with significant risk 
exposure. 

The new coverage limits will 
take effect after the FAIR Plan 
submits a new rule filing for 
approval by the Department of 
Insurance. The FAIR Plan has 60 
days to submit a rule filing to 
the Department, with the goal 
of the Department approving 

these coverage limit increases, 
meaning coverage could be 
available in the fourth quarter. 
Staff Peter Ansel; pansel@cfbf.
com 

Transportation 
On March 23, 2023, the Califor-
nia Air Resources Board voted 
to give Director, Steve Cliff, 
delegated authority over some 
on-road emissions regulations. 
This is a huge delegation of 
authority. "The Board will con-
sider delegating to the Execu-
tive Officer, for a limited time, 
specific powers to consider 
any CARB staff-proposed new, 
amended, or revoked emission 
standards, test procedures, and 
compliance test procedures for 
new on-road motor vehicles, 
which includes the authority to 
approve, with or without Ex-
ecutive Officer modifications, 
or deny such proposals." Staff: 
Chris Reardon; creardon@cfbf.
com 

Water 
Agencies Clarify Important 
Details of Executive Order Al-
lowing Diversions of Floodwa-
ters for On-Farm Groundwater 
Recharge 
Governor Newsom’s Executive 
Order N-4-23 (“EO”) seeks to 
temporarily loosen restrictions 
on groundwater recharge in 
light of from a string of near-
record winter storms and re-
lated snowmelt through June 
1st, 2023. 

Guidance for diverters and 
landowners interested in re-
lated groundwater recharge 
opportunities and a required 
online reporting form have 
been posted on a new Water 
Board website here. Additional 
information is available on the 
DWR/California Natural Re-
sources Agency webpage here. 

A fact sheet released by the 
Department of Water Resources 
(“DWR”) includes a map show-
ing Sierra snowpack levels, 
as well as specific geographic 
"historical areas of concern" in 
the San Joaquin River Basin and 
Tulare Lake Basin areas where 
potentially dangerous flood-
waters will be present in abun-
dance this year. 

Not everyone will be able to 
take advantage of the opportu-
nity to recharge under the EO 
this year. For those who do, 
there are important restrictions 
and compliance duties to be 
carefully considered. Notwith-
standing, the EO is a major step 
in the right direction and an 
opportunity, not only to accom-
plish some recharge free from 
normal rigid restrictions, but 
also to learn and prepare for 
future years. Staff: Justin Fred-
rickson; jfredrickson@cfbf.com 

Wildfire 
SB-542 authored by Senator 
Brian Dahle and supported by 
Farm Bureau passed from Sen-
ate Governance and Finance 
Committee with unanimous bi-
partisan support and a commit-
tee recommendation to move to 
the Consent Calendar in Senate 
Appropriations. The bill pro-
vides personal income tax relief 
related to the 2019 Zogg wild-
fire. Staff Peter Ansel; pansel@
cfbf.com 

CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD 
OF FOOD AND AGRICUL-
TURE TO DISCUSS WINTER 
STORMS AND FLOOD IM-
PACTS AT UPCOMING MEET-
ING ON APRIL 4th 
The California State Board of 
Food and Agriculture will dis-
cuss current flooding impacts to 
local communities and available 
USDA disaster assistance pro-
grams at its upcoming meeting 
on April 4th. The meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, April 4, 
2023, from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
at the California Department 
of Food and Agriculture, 1220 
N Street – Main Auditorium, 
Sacramento, CA, 95814. 

The meeting is also available 
via Zoom at: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/84015196235 Webi-
nar ID: 840 1519 6235 Passcode: 
Board2023! Phone Access Pass-
code: 4815231070 
“Recent regional flooding has 
significantly impacted local 
communities as well as Cali-
fornia’s farmers, ranchers and 
farmworkers,” said CDFA 
Secretary Karen Ross. “Federal 
and state resources are available 
to assist. Advanced planning 

is critical as near record levels 
of Sierra snowpack will soon 
begin Spring run-off, increasing 
the likelihood of further flood 
impacts in the coming months.” 
Invited speakers include: Blong 
Xiong and Navdeep Dhillon, 
USDA Farm Service Agency; 
Jeff Yasui, USDA Risk Man-
agement Agency; Tricia Stever 
Blatter, Tulare County Farm Bu-
reau, Juan Hidalgo, Monterey 
County Agricultural Commis-
sioner; Supervisor Tod Kim-
melshue, Butte County; Hernan 
Hernandez, California Farm-
worker Foundation and repre-
sentatives from the Governor’s 
Office of Emergency Services 
and flood protection agencies. 

“Flooding once again under-
scores the ongoing challenges 
we have within our water 
infrastructure,” said President 
Don Cameron, California State 
Board of Food and Agricul-
ture. “To meet these challenges 
requires close coordination 
among federal, state and local 
agencies. The Governor’s recent 
executive orders on floodwater 
recharge and water resilience, 
combined with California’s 
long-term water supply strat-
egy, are providing critical steps 
forward and demonstrating 
leadership on the complex local 
and regional water challenges 
we are experiencing.” The Cali-
fornia State Board of Food and 
Agriculture advises the gover-
nor and CDFA secretary on ag-
ricultural issues and consumer 
needs. The Board conducts fo-
rums that bring together local, 
state and federal government 
officials; agricultural represen-
tatives; and citizens to discuss 
current issues and concerns to 
California agriculture.



As another membership service, Farm Bureau members are of﻿fered FREE classi-
fied advertising in the Stanislaus Farm News. Ads must be 18 words or less and 
only one ad per month per membership (membership number required.) Ads may 
be MAILED to the Stanislaus Farm News, or BROUGHT to the SCFB of﻿fice, 1201 
L Street, Downtown Modesto. NO PHONE-IN OR FAX free ads will be accepted. 
Free ads are restricted to farm machinery or equipment or unprocessed farm 
products. Farm jobs wanted or of﻿fered will also be accepted. No real estate ads 
and no commercial items or services will be accepted. 209-522-7278

FREE ADS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERSFREE ADS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

Classified Ad's $4.40 per run.
COPY DEADLINE: MONDAY 12 NOON

Ag/Investment Properties
Marcus Haney

REALTOR®, CA BRE 
#01917446

Contact me at 209/605-6727
and visit MarcusHaney.com

Sale Alfalfa. Best price, 
great quality. Bigger Bales 
especially suited to horses. 
Cook Valley Angus Ranches 

Modesto 209 996 7365 & 
Available May- Oct

Mobile Home For Sale
Double wide mobile home 

1100 sq ft in senior park. All 
up grades, tile floors, crown 
molding, gas range, Compo-
sition roof, Vaulted ceilings, 
must see, move in ready, 

Terms available or $85,000
Ken (209) 204-6691

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS 
CUT YOUR ENERGY BILLS  
ELIMINATE DUST & NOISE 

Lowest Prices Guaranteed! Largest 

Selection in the Valley! Windows, Doors, 

Skylights, Soundproofing, Licensed, 

Bonded & Insured. 

Visit Our Showroom: 

1050 Kansas Ave., Modesto

 Cal Comfort Insulating Windows, Inc.

Contractors Lic. #51317 Class C17B

209-527-1310 (TFN)

Wilson Portable Welding 
Structural • Fabrication • 

General Repair 
• Dairy Repair • Ag Repair

•Mobile - 765-3596 
• Shop – 524-3016 (TFN)

RATES: Display rates on request. Terms are cash. Ads should 
be paid for at time of first insertion or immediately after receipt 
of bill if order is placed by telephone or mail.
ERRORS: The Stanislaus Farm News will not be liable for more 
than one incorrect insertion. Errors must be called to the atten-
tion of the Classified Advertising Department not later than 4 
p.m. on the Tuesday following publication of the ad. Claims for 
adjustment must be made within 15 days. We reserve the right 
to reject or revise any advertisement. 
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Woodbridge Spraying
Field Spraying

Orchard Spraying
Backhoe

380-0727 (TFN)

1000 SERVICES

800 For Rent

1000 SERVICES

Orchard Brush Pile
Grinding Service

Brush • Stumps • Huller Twigs
Davis Ag & Ranch Clean Up
CA. Contractor Lic#796783

209-670-5278
We haul Rock, Sand, 

Gravel, Demolition Clean 
Up & Removal, Tree Holes, 

Irrigation Lines & More. 
Lic. # 884701

Home-(209) 848-0538
Cell (209) 525-7715 (TFN)

300 Employment

RON MARTELLA
Custom Nut Harvesting
SHAKING, SWEEPING

AND HARVESTING
883-4819 or 883-0690

PROAG Commercial 
Ag. Spraying

Orchard, vineyard $ herbicide 
applications

209-613-6355 Pat, 209-678-
8072 Matt, 209-613-3227 

Justin
Visit proag.webs.com

Service Mechanic, duties 
include greasing, changes air 
filters and oil, etc. Pays $15/
hour with a harvest bonus. 
Must be willing to work 6 
days a week. Opportunity 

for longer employment based 
on job performance and 
experience. Call Jenn for 

more details: 209-648-7947

House for Rent
$1500.00 & Deposit $1700 
2 bedroom, 1 bathroom, 

Large kitchen & livingroom, 
Sinhle car garage, Riverbank

681-9286

Haney
      & Associates

Cherry Orchard In the 
Wood Colony

59+/- Acres. Excellent soil 
comprised of 75% Hanford 
sandy loam (HdpA). MID 
irrigation with micro jet 

sprinklers. 2,500 sq. ft. Metal 
Barn included. $2,330,000 
Simvoulakis Real Estate 

209.985.9700
BRE #705092

900 REAL ESTATE

METAL BUILDINGS
  Provided & installed, in-
terior upgrades available, 

fully engineered, refer-
ences available. 

Active Industrial Contracting
Michael Frost - 613-3548. 

Lic. #735904 (TFN)Electrical and 
Refrigeration Service

No job to small. 
Troubleshooting, upgrades 
on home, ranch, dairy, and 

commercial buildings.
209-648-7748

1100 MISCELLANEOUS

LOW COST HOUSING Largest 
Inventory in Valley of Preowned 
Mobile Homes. Approx. 100 to 
choose from. Priced to fit your 
Budget. Transportation Avail-
able. DLR. 209-632-0854.

Noeller Farm
farm & ranch management
Almond, Peaches, Walnuts
custom Almond & Walnuts

(209) 883-2417 or 
(209) 606-2084

Kenyon Organic Services
Organic Consulting Services

Crop and Livestock
Carol Kenyon
(209) 484-1097

ck.cattle23@gmail.com

Martin Reyes 
Land leveling

Discing
Chiseling

Lice.#954989
(209) 605-4079

500 FARM EQUIPMENT
For Sale: 

Metal milkcans with lids

Heavy duty ripper, 3 shanks, 
$3,000

150 gal water tank, $1,800, used 
one season, on frame w/ wheels, 

new tires and gravity flow
All Items OBO

Contact Arby: 209-505-0555 or 
text: 209-602-1400

1955 Fordson Major Diesel 
Rears and Sprayer & 

Implements Tires 85% 
Runs Great 

Sonora 
$6k 

Call 209-768-6060

510 LIVESTOCK

Great Plains no-till corn 
planter 8-row model 

YP825A-0830
It has a john blue injection 

pump. Great condition. 
#22,000 OBO phone 209-874-

4042 or 209-765-6298

1/2 " x 10 ' EMT used as 
walnut stakes. For more 
information please call 

(408) 313-8763

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

For Sale:
John Deere 5100ML low profile 

with Exact cab
Vrisimo flail mower – 12’ & 8’
PBM 500 gallon sprayer with 
electric valves (never used)
Durand Wayland 500 gallon 

sprayer
Domries float leveler – 12’

Call Joe: 209-404-3326

Verisimo Might Max fail mower. 
Model # SC-100 asking $5000

Orchard float roller 9ft wide 
asking $1000

Text or leave a VM 
209-505-1731

Need help with your Farm 
Labor? 

Call Lencioni Farm Services
209-537-2186

Thank you for your Membership. 
For the GOOD of your FOOD. 

Spring tooth with attached following 
harrow. 8 ft wide, 3 point hook-up 

asking $1000
Brush rake. Rear push. 9ft wide 

adjustable spacing for 4 or 5 forks 
asking $1000

Text or leave VM for 
209-505-1731

Roofing • fencing • Plywood • Siding

HaRdwaRe • inSulation • windowS • o.S.B.

Denair Location: (209) 632-2494
Riverbank Location: (209) 869-4424
www.DenairLumberCo.com
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Kids Corner: 

This is one in a series of fact sheets composed by the California Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom (CFAITC). For additional educational 
materials: CFAITC, 2600 River Plaza Drive, Suite 220, Sacramento, CA 95833-3377    (916) 561-5625    Fax: (916) 561-5697
Email: info@learnaboutag.org    Website: LearnAboutAg.org  ©2022 California Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom. All rights reserved.®

How Produced – There are approximately 670,000 beef 
cattle on about 11,000 ranches in California. In addition, there 
are 1.72 million dairy cows, which also play an important role 
in the state’s beef industry. Cattle are 
ruminants, which means they have 
a four-chambered stomach. Most 
beef cattle in California graze on 
land that cannot be used for raising 
other crops. There are four types 
of cattle operations; cow-calf, seed 
stock, stocker, and feedlot. Many 
producers have a combination of 
these operations.

Cow-calf producers make up the 
largest segment of California cattle 
operations. These ranchers have a 
herd of breeding cows, replacement 
heifers (young cows), and bulls. The 
cows are bred to calve in the spring or fall. Calves are usually 
sold after they are weaned, at about seven months. After 
weaning, cattle are sent to feedlots for approximately 120 
days where they are fed a high-energy ration of grain and 
hay. Nineteen percent of cropland in the nation is used to 
raise feed grains for livestock. Cattle are good recyclers and 
are often fed agricultural by-products such as almond hulls 
or rice straw.

Once cattle weigh approximately 1,200 to 1,400 pounds, they 
are processed. Ninety-eight percent of each animal is used, 
but less than half is eaten as beef. Cattle provide a multitude 
of by-products that consumers use every day, including 
photographic film, soap, tires, leather, and pharmaceuticals.

Breeds – There are 275 recognized breeds of cattle 
throughout the world. Most breeds in California originated 
from Europe or have a Brahman influence. Brahman cattle 
from India are known for their tolerance to heat.

Cattle brought to the Western Hemisphere by the early 
Spanish explorers were the ancestors of the Texas 
Longhorns. While extremely hardy, these cattle did not 
produce a palatable product. As a result, nineteenth 
century cattle producers imported purebred cattle, 
including European Angus and Hereford, to improve the 
quality of their herds. During the twentieth century, breeds 
such as Charolais, Limousin, and Gelbvieh became more 
prevalent due to their leaner meat characteristics. 

Commodity Value – The sale of cattle and calves 
accounted for $195.8 billion in cash receipts in 2021 and 
was fourth in terms of value in the state’s top 10 
commodities in 2021. Nationally, California ranks fourth in 

total cattle numbers behind Texas, Nebraska, and Kansas. 
Beef and beef products are in the top 10 of California 
exports, bringing in $413 million in 2020.

Top Producing Counties – Beef 
cattle are raised in every county in 
California except San Francisco. Top 
beef cattle producing counties 
include Tulare, Kern, Merced, and 
Imperial. 

cattle to the Western Hemisphere on 
his second voyage to the New World 
in 1493. Spanish explorer Hernando 
Cortez took offspring of those same 
cattle to Mexico in 1519. In 1773, Juan 

Bautista de Anza brought 200 head of cattle to California to 
supply the early California missions.

The hide and tallow trade sustained the California economy 
while it was still under Mexican rule and hides were used as 
currency to buy supplies from Boston trading ships. When 
James Marshall discovered gold in 1848, the beef business 
boomed, feeding the fortune seekers who came to the gold 
fields. Many of the miners soon realized there was more money 
to be made in cattle than in prospecting. 

Nutritional Value – Beef is a nutritionally dense, high-quality 
protein. One three-ounce cooked serving of lean beef 
provides 10 essential nutrients and about half your Daily 
Value of protein. Beef is an excellent source of zinc, selenium, 
niacin, vitamin B12, and vitamin B6, and a great source of 
phosphorous, iron, choline, and riboflavin. There are more 
lean cuts available today than ever before. More than 60 
percent of beef cuts found in a supermarket are considered 
lean by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) standards. 
Beef is also a primary source of monounsaturated fat in diets 
which is the same type of healthy fat found in avocados and 
olive oil. 

For additional information:
California Beef Council
(916) 925-BEEF
Website: www.calbeef.org

CHUCK RIB

SHORT
LOIN

PLATEBRISKET

SIRLOIN

ROUND History – The introduction of cattle to 
North America mirrors the exploration 
and settlement of the continent by 

FLANK Europeans. Columbus introduced 

Beef
Information compiled by the California Beef Council

Commodity Fact Sheet

08/22
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The Largest Selection of Heavy Duty Shop Tools and Machinery In Northern California

Modesto (209) 529-8984          Turlock (209) 632-2315
512 River Road                      712 Lander Avenue

RAYCO INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY
Locally Owned and Operated Since 1969

Air Compressors

Steam and High Pressure Cleaners 
Metal Working Tools and Machinery

Automotive Tools and Equipment, Shop Heaters and Coolers
Hand Tools, Abrasives, Saw Blades and Safety Supplies
Power Tools, Wood Working Tools and Machinery

Used Tool and Machinery Dealer
Sales and Service
California Contractors License 708487

6.5" x 3"

Phil Rumble:  
(209) 996-1517 
Matt Rumble:  
(209) 996-8161

Topping    Hedging 
(Fall 2021: Hedging Down to 2’)

Skirting

Dual Mechanical 
Brush Stacking

Almond/Walnut 
Conditioning

Orchard 
Management

Photo/Brian Baer
Farm Bureau delegation members from the Central Valley Jessica Filippini, Caitie Diemel, Trevor 

Cordova and Mark Avilla discuss issues with legislative aide Jessica Zaragoza and Assembymember 
Reggie Jones-Sawyer, D-Los Angeles.

Farmers show 'unified 
voice' at Capitol
By Caleb Hampton, AgAlert 
 
California Assemblymember 
Reggie Jones-Sawyer, D-Los 
Angeles, knows he might not 
have been voters’ first guess to 
introduce agricultural legisla-
tion.

“I’m pretty sure they said, 
‘Jones-Sawyer… Ag bill! 
What?’” the assemblyman joked 
with members of the California 
Farm Bureau during the March 
27-29 Capitol Ag Conference in 
Sacramento.

Despite representing an urban 
district, Jones-Sawyer intro-
duced a bill this year that could 
change the way people in Cali-
fornia farm. The bill, authored 
by Farm Bureau, would pave 
the way for the state Depart-
ment of Pesticide Regulation 
to create a program allowing 
farmers to use drones to apply 
pesticides.

These types of collaborations 
exemplify what the Farm Bu-
reau aims to foster through its 
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annual Legislative Day. Held 
on March 28, the event marked 
the start of the legislative ad-
vocacy year, as members from 
across the state converged on 
the state Capitol to speak face 
to face with lawmakers.

“This is an important time to 
engage with lawmakers and 
show that agriculture has a uni-
fied voice in terms of our posi-
tion on bills and the direction 
we need to go in California,” 
said California Farm Bureau 
President Jamie Johansson.
The Legislature is consider-
ing dozens of bills that could 
impact agriculture. Legislation 
Farm Bureau is tracking include 
a state Senate bill that would 
simplify insurance options for 
many farm operations and an 
Assembly bill that would ex-
tend agriculture’s exemption 
from a provision of California’s 

Endangered Species Act that 
pertains to accidental takes.
Chris Reardon, California Farm 
Bureau director of government 
affairs, emphasized the impor-
tance of in-person interactions 
in policy advocacy. “Being here 
is a powerful statement,” he 
said. “It doesn’t hurt to have 
a bunch of people fill the hall-
ways and elevators. It sends 
a message that we care about 
what we do, and our issues are 
important.”

Visits from farmers can be 
especially impactful for urban 
lawmakers such as Jones-Saw-
yer. “For a lot of urban legisla-
tors, these are going to be some 
of the few farmers and ranchers 
they meet with this year, but 
their vote counts just as much 
as the rural members,” Johans-
son said. “When it comes to 
legislators, the urban districts 

outnumber the 
rural areas, so 
they are very 
important to 
engage.”
During a visit 
with Jones-
Sawyer, farmers 
from Stanislaus 

County explained the benefits 
of enabling farms to use drones 
for pesticide application. “This 
technology can improve ef-
ficiency,” said Mark Avilla, 
a Stanislaus County walnut 
grower. “Herbicides and pes-
ticides are one of our biggest 
expenses. Any way we can cut 
down those expenses will help 
us stay in business and keep 
farming.”

The technology also has safety 
benefits. “When it comes to 
employees handling pesticides, 
it could give growers an oppor-
tunity to eliminate some of that 
personal contact with pesti-
cides,” said Caitie Diemel, exec-
utive director of the Stanislaus 
County Farm Bureau.

Stanislaus farmer Trevor Cor-
dova explained to Jones-Sawyer 
that aerial applicators can target 
specific spots in a field. “That 
way they might not have to 
treat the whole field,” he said.
The farmers also used the visit 
to discuss other issues, such as 
regulations from the California 
Air Resource Board that severe-
ly limit the use of older diesel 
trucks and a proposed rule that 

would phase out all diesel 
trucks in the coming years.
“We’ve seen a lot of trucks tak-
en out of use and a lot of prob-
lems moving products on farms 
and ranches,” Diemel said.
Jones-Sawyer said he could re-
late to the challenges. “I used to 
work for the city, and we were 
trying change the trash trucks 
to electric. But then (the electric 
trucks) couldn’t get up the hill,” 
he said. “If you want to see 
something terrifying, there’s a 
trash truck, with all the trash in 
it.”

Jones-Sawyer emphasized the 
importance of bridging gaps be-
tween people in cities and rural 
farming communities.
“We’ve got to connect what you 
do on the farmland and what 
goes on in the city,” he said, 
mentioning urban agriculture-
related businesses such as food 
processing centers. “People 
who have jobs in those process-
ing centers are in my district. 
You supply them what they 
need to be able to feed their 
families and have a job every 
day.”

State Sen. Melissa Hurtado, D-
Bakersfield, who is the daugh-
ter of farmworkers, spoke with 
Central Valley farmers about 
big-picture issues.

“I want us to start thinking 
about the near future and the 
challenges of having to meet the 
demand of feeding 10 billion 
people by 2050,” Hurtado said. 
“The resources are just becom-
ing more limited, whether it’s 
floods or drought or hurricanes, 
whatever it may be, and those 
are impacting our food supply 
chain around the world.”

Martín Chávez, farmer relations 
director for Pacific Farm Man-
agement, a Central Valley labor 
contractor, encouraged Hurtado 
to invite other lawmakers to 
visit farms to understand “what 
we do day in and day out.”
Hurtado said she loved the 
idea of creating a farm day for 
lawmakers “just spending the 
day in the shoes of a farmer or 
farmworker.” She added, “We 
have to do more to educate 
those who live outside the rural 
areas.”
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321 Spreckels Ave.  Manteca, CA 95336     (209)  522-3271      Highway 33 Patterson, CA 95363

PARTS |  SERVICE |  SALES |  LEASING |  RENTALS |  USED EQUIPMENT |  NEW EQUIPMENT

ALSO HANDLES
AGCO HESSTON HAY EQUIPMENT
COMPACT TRACTOR RENTALS
PEERLESS DRYING EQUIPMENT
DONALDSON FILTER

SCHMEISER TILLAGE/ORCHARD EQUIPMENT
JAYLOR FEEDING EQUIPMENT
PARTS & SERVICES ON MOST BRANDS OF EQUIPMENT

American Farm Bureau Federation ap-
plauds ruling halting WOTUS rule in two 
states
Agricultural groups have expressed con-
cerns over the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency’s latest “waters of the United 
States” rule – or WOTUS. The American 
Farm Bureau Federation filed suit, argu-
ing the law creates confusing standards for 
“navigable waters” under the Clean Water 
Act that can impact routine farming opera-
tions. Now, in a separate suit, a judge has 
granted a preliminary injunction to halt 
enforcement of the rule in Texas and Idaho. 
AFBF President Zippy Duvall said, “The 
judge recognized the new rule likely over-
steps EPA’s authority.”

Researchers test groundwater recharge, 
eyeing solutions to keep nitrates out of 
aquifers
A new study by University of California 
scientists is offering insights for farmers on 
how to recharge groundwater while pre-
venting nitrates from fertilizer from enter-
ing aquifers. Torrential rains have piqued 
interest in recharging depleted groundwater 
supplies. Recently, UC researchers gathered 
groundwater recharge data from two vine-
yards in Fresno County to compile infor-
mation on preventing leaching of nitrates. 
Study author Helen Dahlke said it is impor-
tant to understand how much nitrate is in 
soil before considering flooding fields.

Hanford High School teacher honored as 
California’s top ag educator
A teacher at Hanford High School has been 
honored as California’s 2022-23 “Ag Educa-
tor of the Year.” Jason Ferreira received the 
Golden Owl Award during the California 
FFA State Leadership Conference in On-
tario. The prize comes with a $3,000 Nation-
wide-funded donation to the school’s agri-
cultural education program. Award finalists 
included Brian Kim of Sunny Hills High 
School, Emily Brown of Corning Union 
High School, Celeste Morino of Ripon High 
School, Beth Swehla of Ander-
son Valley High School and 
Lauren Peterson of King City 
High School.

USDA announces new fund-
ing round for farmers in finan-
cial distress
The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture is providing additional 
financial relief for farm loan 
borrowers who are facing 
economic difficulties. The 2022 
Inflation Reduction Act provid-
ed $3.1 billion to help distressed 
borrowers. In October, $800 
million in assistance went to 
help 11,000 delinquent or dis-
tressed borrowers, plus another 

2,100 borrowers who had farms liquidated 
yet still had remaining debt. Agriculture 
Secretary Tom Vilsack announced March 27 
that another $123 million in funding would 
be allocated, beginning in April. 

Storms, flood waters wreak havoc in key 
farming regions
Months of heavy rainfall and subsequent 
flooding have dealt a new financial blow 
to California farmers. After a multiyear 
drought that had them fallowing land and 
plowing under crops, they now face flooded 
fields, property damage and crop delays. 
The damage has extended from dairies and 
orchards in the San Joaquin Valley to straw-
berry and vegetable fields along the Central 
Coast, with potential longer-term fallouts 
impacting some of the most productive agri-
cultural regions in the world.

Court rejects challenges to water quality 
rules for farm irrigation
A Sacramento appeals court has sided 
with California farmers on three cases re-
lated to water quality regulations, which 
environmental groups had challenged 
for years. In deciding cases in favor of the 
California Farm Bureau and the California 
State Water Resources Control Board, the 
Third District Court of Appeal upheld the 
Central Valley’s Irrigated Lands Regula-
tory Program. Environmental groups had 
challenged the program as insufficient 
under the law. The program is intended 
to protect water quality in the Eastern San 
Joaquin watershed. 

Farm Bureau members engage with law-
makers during Capitol Ag Conference
Farmers and ranchers from across Cali-
fornia went to work this month on the 
legislative agenda for the California Farm 
Bureau – with Lt. Gov. Eleni Kounalakis, 
state lawmakers and agency officials pres-
ent for direct conversations. Water supply 
issues and recent flood impacts for agri-
culture fueled discussions at the March 

27-29 Capitol Ag Conference in Sacramento. 
The Farm Bureau’s March 28 Legislative 
Day also featured meetings at the state 
Capitol with numerous legislators and staff. 

Desert farming region is at a crossroads 
amid Colorado River crisis
Every year, as many as 15,000 people with 
U.S. citizenship or legal status cross the 
border at the Mexicali-Calexico port of 
entry. They join the local farm workforce in 
the sprawling Imperial Valley region, which 
produces as much as 90% of America’s 
winter vegetables. As Ag Alert reports in 
the final installment of its series on Imperial 
Valley farming, the Colorado River crisis 
may threaten agricultural employment in 
the region, where the $2.9 billion agriculture 
sector accounts for one-fourth of the region-
al economy and one of every six jobs.  
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AgSafe

Cal Ag Safety
Modesto 526-4400

Oakdale 351-7092 
 

Farm Bureau Supporting Business members
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Aemetis Biogas LLC 

American AgCredit

Basi Insurance

Bays Ranch

Keyes 497-4034

Turlock 667-5101 

        Oakdale (209) 847-3065

        Westley  894-3472

Beard Land Improvement Co

Cortez Growers Association

Dave Wilson Nursery

Flory Industries

        Modesto 524-4631

         Turlock 632-3118

        Hickman 874-1821

        Salida 545-1167

Frank Borba Custom Chopping

Frantz Nursery

Grower Direct Nut Company

Haidlen Ford

         Modesto 652-8201

         Hickman 874-1459

        883-4890

        Oakdale 847-0356
 

Green Rubber

Rumble Ag Service 

West Valley Agricultural Service

        Modesto (888)273-2464
        Salinas (831)752-6100

Modesto 545-1848

Westley 894-3121

Anteris

All West Select Sires

Exact

FISHBIO

Turlock (559) 472-6415

Turlock 667-8378

Modesto 544-8600

         Oakdale 847-6300
 

Agri Business Financial Inc

Central Valley Community Bank

Edwards, Lien & Toso

Farmers & Merchants Bank

Oakdale 607-0037 

Fresno 559-323-3472

Hilmar 634-9484

Riverbank 571-4023

Grimbleby Coleman CPA's Inc

Moss Adams

Oak Valley Community Bank

Vermeulen Company CPA

Modesto 527-4220

Stockton 955-6100

Oakdale 844-7500

Ripon 599-5051

Co
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g Stump Construction

Branelle Properties LLC
Modesto 505-9730

Oakdale 595-0256

Eq
ui
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t &
 R
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ai

r Acosta & DaughtersLLC

Belkorp Ag LLC, John Deere Dealer

Coit & Hewes LLC

Garton Tractor Inc.

Waterford 872-4815

Modesto 538-3831

Modesto 985-0559

Turlock 632-3931

G&F Ag Services 

Hotsy

Pacific Distributing Inc.

RAYCO

Escalon 599-8911 

Modesto 578-3925

Hughson 883-4032

Modesto 529-8984

Turlock Auto Parts

Turlock Dairy & Refrigeration
Turlock 634-4968

Turlock 667-6455

Ahlem Foothill Farm

Bobby Yamamoto Farms

Braden Farms

Carol Morrett

Catherine Phipps Walden

Turlock 874-2477 

Westley 835-1750

Hughson 883-4061

Hughson 537-6658

 Ballico 667-2409
 

D & M Ag., 

David Lemos

Donlon Farms Inc.

E Roen Ranches

Fire Lake Jersey

Frank Dutra

Denair 667-7783

        Modesto 541-3131

Patterson 892-8543

        Winnemucca 614-5944

Hilmar 632-2924  

 Oakdale (209) 402-0796
 

Fowler Brother Farming

Glory Farms 

G3 Enterprises

Hilltop Ranch, Inc. 

Kline Ranch 

Knott Farms

        Waterford 409-4951

        Waterford 522-4302

        Modesto 1-800-321-8748

Ballico 874-1875

Waterford 605-7741 

Modesto 581-2571

Melvin Wheeler

Marchy Dairy 

McManis Farms Inc

Melo Farms LLC

Michael Van Andel

        Modesto 526-9770

Ceres 537-0630

Modesto 541-9345

Turlock 585-7852

Modesto 531-4667

Nick Blom

Redwood Ranches LLC

Robert Gioletti 

Ron Martella Farms

Schut Ranches

        Modesto 522-6140

         Hughson 883-2603

Turlock 667-6024

Hughson 883-4819

Patterson 892-6226

At
to
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Ross W. Lee

Jensen & Jensen 
Modesto 521-9190

Modesto 529-0791

Sa
le

s

American Chevrolet

Honda Kawasaki of Modesto

Intero Stanislaus

Smith Chevrolet Co Inc.

Modesto 575-1606 

         Modesto 529-5424

        Sacramento (916) 671-2358

Turlock 632-3946

Starkey & Lucas Farming & Cattle

Stewart Johnson

Victor M Lopes

Weaver Bros

Wyeth Dairy Inc., 

        Ceres 484-0671

        Ceres 602-8899

        Turlock 587-5026

Crows Landing 854-6716

Modesto 545-2101

MHK Construction Inc.

Hawkins & Associates Engineering
Hughson 648-2107

Modesto 575-4295

Fa
rm
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t Benchmark Farm Management

Grover Farm Management

Lake Road Grizzly Ranch

Fisher Capitol Investments 

        Riverbank 869-4290

Modesto 602-3031

        Pomona (909) 623-1392

        Modesto Fe
ed

\F
ar
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pl

ie
s A.L. Gilbert

Blue Mtn. Minerals

Conlin Supply

NuWest Milling LLC

Keyes 632-2333

Columbia, 533-0127 

Oakdale 847-8977

Hughson 883-1163
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Arrowhead Insurance Agency

DiBuduo & DeFendis

Hoobler Insurance Services

InsureCAL Insurance

Modesto 524-6157

        Fresno 557-2759 

Patterson 601-0418

         Turlock 250-0269

LG Crop Ins. 

Rico Pfitzer Pires Insurance Agency

Stewart Kriese Ins Agency

Western Valley Insurance Associates

Turlock 262-8140 

Gustine 854-2000

Oakdale, 847-8025 

         Turlock 634-9031

Winton Ireland Strom & Green
Turlock, Modesto, Livingston and Hilmar
667-0995
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Customized Water System

Don Pedro Pumps

IJ Larsen Pumps

Modesto Irrigation District

Oakdale Irrigation District

Turlock 988-4833

        Turlock 632-3161

Modesto 529-2020

Modesto 526-7373

Oakdale 847-0341

Turlock Irrigation District

Waterford Irrigation Supply
Turlock 883-8374

Waterford 847-1387
 

M
is

c.
 S

er
vi

ce
s

Alexandria Perrin LLC

Casey Moving System

Clark Pest Control

Cover Specialty Services

Drone for Hire

         Modesto 216-7027

Ceres 531-9010

Modesto 556-5200

        Modesto 988-3864

Modesto 818-4109

Modesto Nuts Baseball Club

R & J Avila

Rocha's Valley Enterprises

Quality Rodent Control, Inc.

         Modesto 572-4487

Hilmar 678-1723

Oakdale 581-1473

Modesto 225-4124
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Almond Alliance

Almond Board of California

CA Farmland Trust 

Central Valley Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

Modesto Chamber of Commerce

Oakdale Chamber of Commerce 

Modesto 559-5800

Modesto 672-9743

Elk Grove 916-544-2712

         Modesto 789-5123

Modesto 577-5757 

Oakdale 847-2244

N
ur

se
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s/
H
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re Blumen Flower Farm 

Burchell Nursery

California Transplants

Dutch Hollow Farms 

        Modesto 648-8995

Oakdale 845-8733

Newman 862-9420 

        Modesto 287-6010
 

Park Greenhouse

Roos Tree Nursery

Morris Nursery

        Ripon 599-7545

        Empire 847-2520

Riverbank 527-5553

Pe
tr
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m

George W. Lowry

Valley Pacific Petroleum

Hunt& Sons, Inc.

Van de Pol Enterprises

Salida 545-0791

Stockton (209) 948-9412

Modesto 522-7291

Keyes 667-0236

Pr
oc
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Grizzly Nut 

Turlock Walnut Co.

Travaille & Phippen

        Waterford 874-5223

Turlock 668-0955 

Manteca 599-6111

Re
st
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Medlen's House of Beef

The Fruit Yard

Rodin Farms

Rodin Ranch

Oakdale 847-4379

Modesto 577-3093

        Oakdale

Modesto 577-3224
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Adian Equine

Dairy Veterinary Services
Oakdale 847-8258

Escalon 551-3949

 

Heinrich Farms Inc

Hilmar Cheese Company, Inc.

InsureCAL Insurance Agency

Mapes Ranch

        Modesto 595-2207 

         Hilmar 667-6076

         Turlock 250-0269

         Modesto 522-1762

Sierra Grain Terminal

Stanislaus County Sheriff's Department

Stanislaus Farm Supply

TriCal

        Turlock 667-2002

        Modesto 525-7117

         Modesto 765-1142

        Oakdale (831) 245-7611
Yosemite Farm Credit

        Turlock 667-2366

Modesto & Empire Traction Co.

Nationwide Insurance 

Wenger Ranch Inc. 

PG&E

        Modesto 524-4631

        Sacramento (530) 701-4486

        Modesto

        Modesto 726-6303
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Irrigation System Maintenance Checklist

At the Pump:

Check Pump Flow Rate & Pressure
Repair Leaks at Pump Station
Service Pumps & Oilers

Service Pump Electrical Panel
Review & Verify Filter Controller Flush Times

Service Filters for Leaks & Media Condition

In the Field:

Flush Main & Submains
Flush Irrigation Laterals & Hoses
Service Air Vents
Repair Leaking Riser Tee's
Spot Check Irrigation Line Pressures
Replace Broken or Worn Sprinkler Nozzles &
Spaghetti Hose

for California Almonds Growers  

Set yourself up for an efficient irrigation season by following these steps: 

Scan QR code for free

grower resources and

irrigation tools.

Efficient Irrigation Pays

Farmworker 
Appreciation 2023
By: Anna Genasci 

Once again Modesto Ro-
tary (MoRo), AgSafe and the 
Stanislaus County Farm Bureau 
(SCFB) came together to honor 
an essential workforce, farm-
workers in Stanislaus County.

The idea for the award came 
from a desire of MoRo’s Vo-
cational committee to honor 
essential workers in some way 
and felt farmworkers were 
under-appreciated during the 
pandemic. So, they decided 
to have an award as a way 
to show appreciation to the 
people who have kept working 
throughout the pandemic and 
fed us when so many were shel-
tering at home. That brought us 
Farmworker Award 2021.  Now 
that the pandemic is fading in 
its impact on our daily lives, we 
have turned our sights to the 
fact that agriculture is the eco-
nomic engine of our county.  
 

A recent report from the Ag 
Commissioner on economic 
contributions of agriculture in 
Stanislaus County found one in 
eight jobs are related to agri-
culture and its total economic 
impact is 7.15 billion dollars.  
The farmworker is the founda-
tion to this economic engine 
and needs to be recognized 
which has inspired Farmworker 
Award 2023.

This past March, at a Modesto 
Rotary Luncheon, the commit-
tee honored the five amazing 
nominees. 

First a shout out to our gener-
ous sponsors who provide the 
funding we used to gift surprise 
cash awards and plaques to our 
winners.

Our Platinum Sponsors:  
•Bank of Stockton
•Stanislaus Food Products
•Garton Tractor 

Our Silver Sponsor: 
•Gold Leaf Farming 
•Modesto Rotary Foundation
•Modesto Irrigation District

•Kate Donovan 

And our Excellence Sponsors 
Include: 
• Modesto First Federal Credit 
Union
• Mujeres Poderosas
• Past President Sue Rich 

This year we had an amaz-
ing selection committee which 

included Victor Delgado, Kate 
Donovan, James Shaw and Me-
lissa Williams.

Also, a thank you to Patrick 
Baudler with Action Cut Video 
Productions who donated his 
time and talents to creating an 
amazing video for our award 
winner. 

Platinum Award : Jorge Anguiano with Bays Ranch 
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Excellence Award : Jose Ceja 
with Triple C. Farms 

Jose has been with Triple C 
Farms for nearly seven years. 
Darrel Cordova owner of Triple 
C. Farms, shared that if Jose 
is in charge of something he 
doesn’t have to worry, “he will 
get the job done right.” Jose has 
years of equipment experience 
and requires “no hand hold-
ing.” Jose does a little bit of 
everything on the farm, driving 
equipment, spraying, irrigation 
and pruning. Jose and his wife 
have four children, two grand-
children and one on the way. 
Jose, who is described as, “quite 
the dancer,” enjoys taking his 
wife out to dance.

Excellence Award : Jose Mo-
rales, with Gold Leaf Farms 

The second Excellence Award 
goes to Jose Morales, with Gold 
Leaf Farms. Jose leads by exam-
ple while demonstrating some 
serious “grit.” He has been with 
Gold Leaf Farming for three 
and half years, but has worked 
at this particular ranch for over 
thirteen years. Garrison Quinn, 
Jose’s supervisor, shared that 
Jose serves as a member on the 
company’s employee council, 
nominated by his peers, and 
shares his valuable and candid 
input concerning the success of 
the farm. Jose and his wife have 
two kids, and Jose enjoys going 
to concerts in his free time.  

Silver Award : Arthur Alves 
with Inderbitzen Dairy

Our Silver Award goes to Ar-
thur Alves with Inderbitzen 
Dairy.  According to Larry 
Inderbitzen Arthur does “every-
thing” and deserves this recog-
nition. Larry describes Arthur 
as treating the dairy as a way of 
life not just a job. Arthur spends 
his days doing all kinds of 
things; feeding, hoof trimming, 
repair work, fixing fence and he 
is always willing to help. Ar-
thur and his wife have four chil-
dren and four grandchildren. 
Arthur loves family dinners, 
playing cards and watching 
Portuguese soccer.  

Gold Award :  Jose Franco with 
JNM Dairy 

Jose specializes in calf care and 
cattle comfort and has been 
the herd manager since 2012. 
Johnny and Nicole Morris, who 
own the dairy, said Jose is like 
family and they respect and 
trust his input on the dairy. Jose 
said his favorite part of the day 
is taking care of the calves and 
takes on the responsibility of 
training new employees. Jose 
and his wife have three kids 
and said he enjoys family time, 
having a good meal and attend-
ing church.

Platinum Award : Jorge An-
guiano with Bays Ranch 

Jorge has dedicated the last 
34 years to working with Bays 
family.  Daniel Bays, shared 
that Jorge manages a crew, 
serves as the irrigation foreman 
and is a problem solver. Jorge 
said he enjoys managing the 

Gold Award :  Jose Franco with JNM Dairy Silver Award : Arthur Alves with Inderbitzen Dairy

Excellence Award : Jose Morales, with Gold Leaf Farms

Excellence Award : Jose Ceja with Triple C. Farms

irrigation and learning about 
new water systems. Jorge was 
born in Mexico and came to 
California at a young age, he 
and his wife have raised three 
children. Daniel describes Jorge 

as a kid a heart and part of the 
Bays family they feel lucky to 
have. 

Thank you to these outstanding 
community members. 
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Past YF&R
Member Panel

Come meet past YF&R Members and learn
about the impact YF&R made in their lives and

what opportunities are available to you!

D I N N E R  I S  P R O V I D E D !

T H U R S D A Y  •  A P R I L  2 7  •  5 : 3 0 P M
S C F B  O F F I C E  •  1 2 0 1  L  S T R E E T ,  M O D E S T O

E M A I L  A B I D @ S T A N F A R M B U R E A U . O R G  W I T H  Q U E S T I O N S !

YF&R
MEETING

FOR
AGES 18-35

ONLY
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209-238-3000

California Court of Appeal sides with farm-
ers in precedential water quality cases
 In a legal win for California farmers, a state appeals court rejected 
all arguments brought by environmental groups and sided with 
the California State Water Resources Control Board, the California 
Farm Bureau and others related to the Central Valley’s Irrigated 
Lands Regulatory Program.  

In its March 17 decision, the Third District Court of Appeal ad-
dressed three cases brought by environmental plaintiffs against 

the California State Water Resources 
Control Board in which the groups 
challenged the adoption of general 
waste discharge requirements for grow-
ers within the Eastern San Joaquin 
Watershed.

“The Court of Appeal’s landmark 
decision supports reasonableness and 
balancing in protecting water quality, 
while also maintaining our food sup-
ply and the economic viability of agri-
culture,” said California Farm Bureau 
President Jamie Johansson. “The court’s 
decision is precedential and applies to 
irrigated lands regulatory programs 
throughout the state.”

Johansson added, “The decision up-
holds farmer anonymity for nitrogen 
application data, the use of township-
level nitrate data and surface water 
representative monitoring.”

Farm Bureau was represented in the 
case by Senior Counsel Kari Fisher and 
joined by fellow agricultural interve-
nors/respondents represented by Tess 
Dunham of Kahn, Soares & Conway 
and Jennifer Spaletta of Spaletta Law.

 
The California Farm Bureau works to 
protect family farms and ranches on be-
half of nearly 29,000 members statewide 
and as part of a nationwide network of 
5.3 million Farm Bureau members. 

###

Website

InstagramFacebook
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Everything for
Agriculture

Everything for
Agriculture
Green Rubber - Kennedy Ag has the products, parts, accessories, 
and customer service you need to maximize your productivity.

∙  CUSTOM CONVEYOR BELTS 
∙  URETHANE PARTS 
∙  RENEWED BOGIE WHEELS
∙  PUMPS, HOSES, FITTINGS
∙  SPRAY NOZZLES & VALVES
∙  WATER TANKS & TANK TRAILERS 
∙  SAFETY PRODUCTS & EQUIPMENT
∙  PRESSURE WASHERS & ACCESSORIES
∙  AND MUCH MORE!

WWW.GREENRUBBER.COM

SALINAS (831)753-6100 ∙ MODESTO (209)538-6227 ∙ GREENFIELD (831)674-0999 
WATSONVILLE (831)761-9395 ∙ SANTA MARIA (805)878-8877 ∙ YUMA (928)726-6560

Six locations to serve you.  Call today!

Leading in BREEDING

P.O. Box 1803, Turlock, CA 95381  |  1-800-426-2697
contact@allwestselectsires.com  |  www.allwestselectsires.com

Our highly-trained team of professional A.I. technicians work together
to bring their knowledge, talent, enthusiasm, and passion

to your farms every day to ensure a progressive future for your herd.
CONTACT US TO BRING THIS VALUE-ADDED SERVICE TO YOU!CONTACT US TO BRING THIS VALUE-ADDED SERVICE TO YOU!
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FORMERLY HOTSY PACIFIC

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
BAY AREA | SANTA ROSA | MODESTO

209.578.3925
Equipment | Sales | Service  

PacificBayEquipment.com

Premier Provider of Innovative  
Cleaning, Sanitizing, Disinfecting & 
Water Treatment Solutions since 1976. 

Get 
Steamed 
with our top-of-
the line Optima & 
Sioux steamers!

We can help  
you ‘go green’  
& stay clean! 

Mobile            Zero-Emissions 
All-Electric/Battery-Operated  
Industrial-Strength Cleaning

ASK ABOUT  our exclusive new 
Tuffy PowerLoad cold-water 
pressure washer. All the pressure 
washer cleaning power you need 
WITHOUT needing gas!

Are you ready for the next 
step in steam sanitation?
We are your premier Sioux dealer!

the new Karcher 
All-Electric Hot 
Water Portable 

Pressure Washer!

INTRODUCING 

 • RESIDENTIAL
• LUXURY HOMES
• RANCHES 

FATHER
DAUGHTER

TEAM!

BlueBRealty.com

Emily Hunter
Broker/Owner

DRE #01386542
emhunterRE@gmail.com

Michael O. Bowers
Broker Associate
DRE #00901538

Michael@MichaelBowers.com

(209) 770-3683

SELLERS
SAVE 25%
on the sale of

your property!

BUYERS
FREE

Paid Inspections &
Home Warranty!

CALL
or TEXT

Federal Disaster Declaration to Aid 
Recovery Efforts in California
 Source: Brian German, AgNet West

President Joe Biden has approved California’s request for a 
Presidential Major Disaster Declaration. Federal aid will now 
be able to supplement ongoing state, tribal, and local recov-
ery efforts. The counties of Kern, Mariposa, Monterey, San 
Benito, Santa Cruz, Tulare, and Tuolumne have been includ-
ed in the declaration. According to the White House, “as-
sistance can include grants for temporary housing and home 
repairs, low-cost loans to cover uninsured property losses, 
and other programs to help individuals and business owners 
recover from the effects of the disaster.”

Severe storm systems have taken a toll on California com-
munities, with flooding, landslides, and mudslides. Total 
damages are continuing to be calculated. Once assessments 
are fully completed, additional counties could be eligible for 
assistance.

“This declaration brings in more vital resources as we con-
tinue to work in lockstep with local, state and federal part-

ners to support communities that have been turned upside 
down by these storms,” Governor Gavin Newsom said in a 
press release. “First responders and state personnel are on 
the ground in hard-hit regions across California to assist the 
ongoing response and recovery. We are committed to sup-
porting our communities over the long haul and thank the 
Biden Administration for their continued partnership.”

The disaster declaration was a point of conversation during 
the meeting of the California State Board of Food and Agri-
culture on Tuesday. Personnel from the U.S. Department of 
Food and Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency and Risk Man-
agement Agency detailed disaster assistance efforts. Mon-
terey County Agricultural Commissioner Juan Hidalgo, and 
Tulare County Farm Bureau Executive Director Tricia Stever 
Blatter also provided insight on how storm damage has im-
pacted their communities.

The U.S. Small Business Administration has announced that 
low-interest federal disaster loans will now be available as a 
result of the disaster declaration. Businesses can borrow up 
to $2 million to repair or replace a variety of different busi-
ness assets. Individuals and business owners who sustained 
losses can apply for disaster assistance online.



For more information about our products, please visit 
www.exactcorp.com or call 209.544.8600

Built by farmers for farmers…we understand!

• Standard with air conditioned cab
• Durable powder coat finish
• Reduce sweeping passes with  

optional closing arm

• Overall 
height of  
56 inches

• Reduce dust from 
sweeping operations

The NEW E-1155 Sweeper is designed to minimize  
dust for maximum harvesting efficiency.

Now MORE  
        foot room!
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California FFA’s Increased 
Diversity Bodes Well for 
Future of Agriculture

$600,000 in Farm Credit donations 
over the years have helped FFA 
grow and provide vital leadership 
development for future ag leaders

Roberto Lopez, a senior at 
Oakdale High School in 
Stanislaus County, is a strong 
believer in the value of FFA. Lo-
pez is the president of both the 
school’s FFA Chapter and the 
organization’s central region, 
encompassing the area between 
Yolo and Merced counties.

His drive is so strong that he 
hopes to take a gap year be-
tween high school and college 
and be elected next month to 
serve as one of six FFA state-
wide student officers, who 
will interact with business and 
industry leaders, thousands of 
FFA members and teachers, cor-
porate sponsors, government 
and education officials, local 
FFA leaders, and the public.

The team will lead personal 
growth and leadership training 
conferences for FFA members 
throughout the state and help 
set policies that will guide the 
future of FFA in California and 
the next generation of leaders.

“I was always an individual 
who was quiet and kept to him-
self,” Lopez recalls. “But my ag 
teachers all introduced the idea 
of how FFA can turn a stu-
dent into a leader. That really 

sparked me. What better way to 
take my passion for ag than to 
be an advocate for industry?”

Lopez’s ascent into leadership 
roles is representative of the 
growth of Latino member-
ship in the California FFA. For 
decades after its inception in 
1928, FFA – then the Future 
Farmers of America – was an 
all-male, all-white organization. 
During the 1960s, that began to 
change. Black members joined 
in 1965 when FFA merged with 
the segregated New Farmers of 
America, and women were first 
allowed to join in 1969.

But today, while 45% of mem-
bers nationwide are female, 
nearly two-thirds of the mem-
bership is white.

California, however, is differ-
ent. Twenty years ago, FFA 
membership in the Golden State 
was still roughly 60% white 
and 60% male. But according to 
FFA’s 2021-22 Fact Sheet, 45% 
of members were Hispanic, 40% 
were white, 10% were of two or 
more races, and 2.5% each were 
Black and Asian. In addition, 
73% of its 98,912 members were 
women. Although these chang-
es are significant, FFA officials 
recognize that there is still work 
that needs to be done.

“FFA may not have radical 
changes, but change happens,” 
said Katie Otto, executive direc-
tor of development for the Cali-
fornia FFA Foundation. “And 
that’s not lost on our students 
and our leadership. We ask, are 

we providing opportunities for 
all students? Are we accessible? 
And how can we better meet 
kids where they’re at?”

Mark Littlefield, President and 
CEO of AgWest Farm Credit, 
said FFA’s growing diversity is 
crucial for the future of Califor-
nia agriculture.

“Farm Credit is a strong sup-
porter of FFA and has donated 
over $600,000 in the past 30 
years to help FFA fulfill its mis-
sion,” Littlefield said. “Farm 
Credit is committed to encour-
aging diversity and inclusion, 
and FFA’s evolution is espe-
cially important to reflect the 
current make-up of California 
farms.  This will ensure that our 
farms and ranches and the rest 
of the ag industry continue to 

grow and prosper in the years 
to come.”

Farm Credit Alliance members 
AgWest Farm Credit, American 
AgCredit, CoBank, Colusa-
Glenn Farm Credit, Fresno 
Madera Farm Credit, Golden 
State Farm Credit and Yosemite 
Farm Credit are proud support-
ers of FFA. The organizations 
are part of the nationwide Farm 
Credit System – the largest 
provider of credit to U.S. agri-
culture.

Charles Parker, statewide FFA 
Advisor for the California De-
partment of Education, said it 
took time during the 1980s and 
‘90s to help Hispanic families 
understand that having their 
children participate in FFA was 
not just a pathway to working 
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in the fields.

“The parents were farm labor-
ers for the most part and the 
families didn’t understand 
what we did. We said we want 
your children to grow and to go 
to college and we can help you 
get there,” Parker said. “The 
students always wanted to be 
in it. Like all kids, they love to 
learn with their hands. But now 
we can show them that FFA stu-
dents are going to college, and 
having those success stories is 
what drives parental support.”

Otto said the growing Latino 
and female membership reflects 
the expansion of FFA from its 
farming and ranching origins. 
Members must be enrolled in 
an ag course at their middle 
school or high school to be in-
volved. Classes include biology, 
chemistry, floriculture, weld-
ing and mechanics and are as 
diverse as ag is in California.

Parker agreed.

“We let them know that FFA 

is about more than working in 
the fields. It’s building the next 
robot; it’s doing engineering, 
developing new ways to sort 
fruit. Those are the alternatives 
we’re looking at.”

Lopez, who plans on being 
the first member of his family 
to attend college, is a perfect 
example of how FFA grows and 
develops members, said Isaac 
Robles, the ag department chair 
at Oakdale High and an FFA 
advisor.

 “When he was a freshman, 
he was just another student. 
But through hard work and 
sticking to the program, I’ve 
seen him really develop into a 
young leader. We always have 
superstars from day one, but 
for Roberto it wasn’t easy – he 
worked his tail off, and you see 
the potential that develops out 
of hard work,” Robles said.

Developing tomorrow’s ag 
leaders is another reason why 
Farm Credit backs FFA so 
strongly, said Jeana Hultquist, 

Vice President of Legislative 
Affairs with American AgCredit 
and a member of the California 
FFA Foundation Board of Direc-
tors.

“Roberto is a great example 
of how FFA develops great 
leaders. His long-term goal 
is to graduate from Cal Poly 
with a degree in ag business,” 
Hultquist said. “There are 
thousands of other California 
FFA members who will become 
leaders in farming, in finance, 
in the sciences and in advocacy 
in the years to come. Many of 
them would not have had these 
opportunities without FFA.”

###

About Farm Credit: 

AgWest Farm Credit, American 
AgCredit, CoBank, Colusa-
Glenn Farm Credit, Fresno 
Madera Farm Credit, Golden 
State Farm Credit and Yosemite 
Farm Credit are cooperatively 
owned lending institutions 
providing agriculture and 

rural communities with a de-
pendable source of credit. For 
more than 100 years, the Farm 
Credit System has specialized 
in financing farmers, ranchers, 
farmer-owned cooperatives, ru-
ral utilities and agribusinesses. 
Farm Credit offers a broad 
range of loan products and 
financial services, including 
long-term real estate loans, 
operating lines of credit, equip-
ment and facility loans, cash 
management and appraisal and 
leasing services…everything a 
“growing” business needs. For 
more information, visit www.
farmcreditalliance.com

About the California FFA Foun-
dation:

California FFA Foundation 
serves more than 100,000 Cali-
fornia students and strives to 
make a difference in their lives 
by developing their potential 
for premier leadership, per-
sonal growth and career success 
through educational education.
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Byproduct Feeding Practices Important to California’s Sustainability 

Jennifer Heguy – UCCE Stanislaus, Merced & San Joaquin, Rúbia Branco Lopes – UC Davis,
Noelia Silva-del-Rio – UC Davis & UC ANR & Ed DePeters – UC Davis Animal Science

Nearly 41% of the California lactating cow ration is composed of byproducts. That number was calculated from 
responses to a 2022 survey of California dairy nutritionists. The data set represents approximately 936,700 
lactating cows (26 returned surveys); 87.5% of those cows were housed in the San Joaquin Valley. Only 4% of
lactating cows (38,100 cows) did not consume byproducts. 

Our objectives were to quantify byproduct usage in dairy rations and to identify feeding trends and 
opportunities. Below are selected results from the study. 

We asked a series of questions about byproduct inclusion rates of nutritionists’ lowest and highest byproduct 
fed herds, as well as the average inclusion rate across all their herds. These values, as reported by nutritionists,
are presented in Table 1. Average inclusion rate for the state was determined by weighting the nutritionists’ “all 
herds” responses by number of lactating cows they fed. The result was a 41% average inclusion rate of
byproducts in lactating rations.

Table 1. Byproduct inclusion rates (DM basis) in California lactating dairy rations (not weighted).

Lowest Fed (%) Highest Fed (%) All Herds (%)
Minimum 0 5 10
Maximum 70 80 80
Average 25 48 40

The range in byproduct feeding amounts was large. Ninety-six percent (96%) of nutritionists reported replacing 
both forages and concentrates with byproducts. In lactating diets, the three byproducts most frequently used to 
replace forages were almond hulls, citrus, and soybean hulls. Citrus, whey, and millrun were most frequently 
reported as concentrate replacements. Every nutritionist selected value (worth the price) as a reason for
including byproducts. Less chose price (they’re cheap; 38%) and availability (65%). Nutritionists reported 
increased byproduct feeding rates in the last five years (68%); 80% thought feeding rates would increase in the 
next five years.  

Byproduct feeding is not a new practice. The wide range in feeding levels suggests it is possible to feed more 
byproducts on some dairies. Water regulation and reduced water availability will impact California’s ability to 
produce forages. Summer 2022 saw rail disruptions prevent concentrates from entering the state. Byproduct 
feeding strategies may help mitigate feedstuff disruptions while contributing to the sustainability and resiliency 
of the California feeding program.  

Thank you to the California dairy nutritionists who participated in the survey and to the California Dairy 
Research Foundation for funding this project. If you have any questions about this work, you can reach me at 
jmheguy@ucdavis.edu. 
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#StillFarming: Why the 
Farm Bill Matters

By: Zippy Duvall, American Farm 
Bureau President

Three years ago, Farm Bureau 
launched our #StillFarming 
campaign. Our goal was simple: 
reassure Americans that farmers 
and ranchers were committed to 
maintaining a steady food sup-
ply at a time when many Ameri-
cans witnessed empty grocery 
store shelves for the first time in 
generations and supply chain 
disruptions made headlines. 
Farmers and ranchers take great 
pride in rising each day to grow 
the food, fuel and fiber we all 
depend on, and managing risk 
on the farm is critical to keeping 
food on our tables. We are still 
farming, for our neighbors near 
and far, thanks to our public 
investment in U.S. agriculture 
through the farm bill.

Thanks to risk management 
programs in the farm bill, farm-
ers can hold on through tough 
times like high inflation, global 
market turmoil and natural 
disasters. We are also building a 
more sustainable future through 
conservation programs and 

agricultural research and help-
ing families facing hunger to 
keep food on the table through 
tough times. The farm bill mat-
ters to all Americans, and 73% of 
adults recognize there would be 
a significant impact if the farm 
bill were not reauthorized.

Not many Americans today 
are very familiar with the farm 
bill, though. To be fair, it’s a big 
piece of legislation that comes 
up just once every five years. 
Even in Congress, many law-
makers are new to the farm bill 
as nearly half of them have been 
elected since the 2018 bill. The 
American Farm Bureau recently 
conducted a survey to better 
understand where public opin-
ion and awareness stands on the 
farm bill and funding for key 
programs. We found that 71% 
of adults had not read or heard 
much of anything about the farm 
bill. This was a big reminder that 
we’ve got a lot of work to do.

The good news is that when it 
comes to talking about the farm 
bill, farmers and ranchers are 
perfect for the job. The American 
people trust us—nearly 9 out of 
10, in fact, say they trust farm-
ers. That’s higher than any other 

profession. Americans have not 
forgotten those empty shelves, 
and they are counting on our 
success on the farm to keep store 
shelves and pantries full for ev-
eryone. We found there is strong 
support for risk management 
programs with the most adults 
(67%) ranking that as one of the 
top priorities for federal funding 
in the farm bill. Risk manage-
ment along with nutrition pro-
grams came in as top funding 
priorities among those surveyed.

This affirms what we have said 
for a long time across the agri-
culture community—the farm 
bill must remain unified. In 
fact, support for the farm bill 
dropped by half when we asked 
folks if they would still sup-
port a farm bill that no longer 
included funding for nutrition 
programs. The farm bill’s nutri-
tion programs provide a critical 
link to families hundreds and 
thousands of miles from our 
farms. America’s farmers and 
ranchers are proud to grow the 
food that helps supply billions of 
meals annually to families facing 
hunger.

With the added pressures of in-
flation and rising food costs, we 

found that most 

people now see the security of 
our food supply as critical. Not 
too long ago, I’d say many took 
it for granted that we have an 
abundant supply of American 
grown products. But follow-
ing supply chain disruptions 
and global events like the war 
between Russia and Ukraine, 
Americans’ eyes have been 
opened to how fragile our food 
system is. Eighty-four percent 
say that, in light of recent dis-
ruptions, the U.S. should make 
our food supply a matter of na-
tional security. Simply meaning, 
we are a stronger country when 
we can grow our own food.

Farmers and ranchers take great 
pride in our work—it is truly a 
calling for us. We show up, rain 
or shine, to grow and raise safe, 
sustainable food, fuel and fiber. 
We have found our purpose on 
the farm, and I believe we are 
still farming because we love 
the land and this great country. 
Farmers have America’s back 
when times are tough, and it’s 
important for us to know that 
America has our back and is 
committed to helping us keep 
our farms and food supply se-
cure in all seasons. That’s exactly 
what the farm bill achieves.
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YEARS

TURLOCK IRRIGATION DISTRICTINNOVATION 
THROUGH  
THE YEARS 

THEN
NOW

www.mid.org

MID keeps water working for you

The Power to Grow

SERVING OUR
AG COMMUNITY

• Dependable water supply

• Irrigation system improvements

• Promoting efficient water usage

• Sustainable use of the
   Tuolumne River 

From American Farm 
Bureau 
By: Zippy Duvall

America’s farmers and ranch-
ers work hard every day to raise 
food, fiber and renewable fuel for 
families all over the world.

We rely on trade agreements 
and global cooperation to get 
products from our fields to tables 
worldwide. While the past year 
had some promising develop-
ments in international trade, 
there are more challenges on the 
horizon.

In 2022, the value of our agri-
cultural exports was up, but the 
amount of product we exported 
decreased. Last year was only the 
second time in the past decade 
that the U.S. imported more 
agricultural products than we 
exported.

These statistics are concerning, as 
they highlight the challenges that 
our farmers and ranchers face in 
accessing international markets.

Agricultural trade is critical to 
our national economy and to the 
economic sustainability of family 
farms and ranches. But nonsci-
entific trade barriers and tariffs 
restrict farmers’ ability to com-
pete in global markets.

While the pandemic disrupted 
global trade patterns, the ongo-
ing disputes between the United 
States and Mexico over geneti-
cally modified corn have further 
complicated the trade landscape.

Mexico is an important market 
for U.S. corn growers with nearly 
30% of our corn going to Mex-
ico. Still, at the end of 2020, the 
country announced it would ban 
genetically modified or glypho-
sate-protected corn.

Then this February, Mexico 
updated its decree to state that 
certain U.S. corn—specifically 
white corn that is produced with 
biotechnology—will not be 
imported. However, yellow corn 
produced with biotechnology can 
continue to be imported while 
Mexico looks for alternatives.

This kind of flip-flopping makes 
it clear that these moves aren’t 
about science.

The science shows that geneti-
cally modified crops are not only 
safe but also critical in helping 
achieve sustainability goals. It is 
important that biotechnology is 
recognized as safe, no matter the 
final use.

We should be working together 
to find solutions that benefit both 
our countries and that help us 

deliver safe, sustainable products 
to customers everywhere.

I am grateful to U.S. Agriculture 
Secretary Tom Vilsack and U.S. 
Trade Representative Ambas-
sador Katherine Tai for listen-
ing to farmers and initiating the 
enforcement mechanisms of the 
U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement 
to stop Mexico’s ban.

By enforcing the agreement, we 
can ensure that our farmers and 
ranchers have access to the mar-
kets they need to be economically 
sustainable as well.

We rely on robust trade agree-
ments to establish a level playing 
field for farmers and ranchers 
and to protect the jobs and busi-
nesses that agriculture supports.

While we have made progress in 
some areas of international trade, 
there is still much work to be 
done. The lack of any new trade 
deals during the Biden adminis-
tration is concerning.

Other countries aren’t waiting for 
us either. They are moving ahead 
with trade agreements, which 
give them strategic advantages 
and access to new markets. If we 
don’t act soon, America’s farmers 
and ranchers will be left behind.

Greater access to international 

markets could help farmers as 
inflation and increased supply 
costs have left many operating on 
razor-thin margins.

The past year has brought un-
precedented inflation in agricul-
ture input costs, from fertilizer to 
seed to fuel. By expanding access 
to new markets, we can create 
more opportunities for farmers 
and ranchers to sell their prod-
ucts, which can help offset these 
increased costs.

We need the administration to 
get serious about reducing tariff 
and nontariff barriers to U.S. 
agricultural exports. This will 
require strong leadership and a 
willingness to engage in mean-
ingful negotiations with our trad-
ing partners.

Ultimately, farmers and ranchers 
across the country must engage 
and advocate for stronger trad-
ing relationships. We need to 
ensure that policymakers under-
stand the importance of interna-
tional trade and its vital role in 
supporting rural communities 
across America.

By working together and speak-
ing up, we can help ensure that 
America’s farmers and ranchers 
continue their mission of provid-
ing the world with the food, fiber 
and renewable fuel that we all 
rely on.
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From our Farm Bureau 
family to yours

Building our Future on the 
Strengths of our Past. Some of 
you former Young Farmers and 
Ranchers program participants 
may remember a YF&R Lead-
ership Conference with that 
theme from years ago. What a 
great theme for a YF&R event, 
and what a tremendous prem-
ise and perspective for our or-
ganization to build upon as we 
consider the value of investing 
in agriculture’s up-and-coming 
leaders. Welcoming and engag-
ing young members into Farm 
Bureau is the way we ensure 
our vitality and strength for the 
next 100 years. It’s our commit-
ment to the future of our orga-
nization, and it’s our commit-
ment to the future of farming 
and ranching in California. 

Last week I was given the honor 
of participating in several parts 
of the California FFA Con-
vention in Ontario. If you’re 
looking to be energized with a 
renewed optimism for agricul-
ture, look no further than the 
California FFA. This organiza-
tion for middle and high school 
agriculture students brings 
together thousands of members 
to recognize numerous achieve-
ments, do business, have a lot of 
fun, celebrate the retiring State 
Officer leadership team, and 
welcome a new one. I served as 

an industry representative as 
part of the State Officer selec-
tion process and then spent the 
day judging proficiency award 
applications. I can tell you first-
hand, these kids are impressive. 
Their achievements, communi-
cation skills, poise, knowledge 
of the issues facing our indus-
try, and all-around passion for 
agriculture is a force to be reck-
oned with and something we at 
Farm Bureau are tremendously 
proud to support.

Over the past several years 
we’ve worked with intention to 
build a partnership and invest 
in the students of the California 
FFA. Our Administrator Jim 
Houston serves on the board 
for the California FFA Founda-
tion and many of our CAFB 
staff and leaders participate 
throughout the year as judges 
and industry support during 
contests and events. This year 
at the CAFB Annual Meeting 
in December we joined to-
gether as an organization and 
raised almost $30,000 to sup-
port California FFA students 
through a Blue Jacket Bonanza. 
This program, founded by 
Santa Barbara County Farm 
Bureau Executive Director Teri 
Bontrager invests directly in 
FFA students by helping them 
purchase their “official dress” 
blue jacket. CAFB and Nation-
wide were proud to partner to 
purchase blue jackets for each 

of the incoming Section and 
Regional officer teams across 
the state. CA FFA recognized 
Teri’s passion and contribution 
and honored her commitment 
to these students by awarding 
her an Honorary State Degree 
during the closing session of the 
state conference. Building our 
Future… that’s what Teri and 
all of you do each day when we 
invest in these young leaders.

The question is often asked, 
what do these accomplished 
high school FFA students do 
after they graduate? Is there 
life in agriculture after High 
School and FFA? The answer, 
absolutely, is the California 
Farm Bureau Young Farmers 
and Ranchers program. From 
Collegiate YF&R chapters to 
county YF&R committees, this 
Farm Bureau program for mem-
bers ages 18-35 provides the 
next step for young members to 
engage in professional develop-
ment opportunities, learn about 
and participate in advocacy 
efforts, and make an impact on 
their communities. YF&R helps 
grow the individual voices, that 
become the collective Voice of 
Agriculture across the nation. 
I can personally attest to the 
opportunities afforded by this 
leadership program. Without 
my experience as a member of 
the YF&R state committee and 
later as State Committee Chair, 
I can honestly say I would 
likely not be serving in agricul-
ture leadership today.

YF&R offers a place where 
college students can invest in 
leadership and communica-
tion training on their college 
campuses and through the 
Collegiate Discussion Meet 
speaking contest. County YF&R 
members can learn about Farm 
Bureau, and network with other 
members in their community 

through events and activities 
geared to increase their con-
nections and understanding of 
the industry and the issues we 
face. These young members 
often become active members 
in the County Farm Bureau 
serving on boards, committees 
and speaking on behalf of their 
peers through advocacy oppor-
tunities. 

At the state level, YF&R mem-
bers can compete in the Discus-
sion Meet Contest, serve on the 
State Committee, attend state 
and national YF&R leadership 
events and ultimately receive 
exposure and training on agri-
culture issues across the nation. 
Every year the State Commit-
tee is given a challenge to raise 
$100,000 for Farm Bureau’s 
political action committee, 
FarmPAC. Through fundraising 
efforts that culminated at our 
recent Annual Meeting, this am-
bitious group of young leaders 
raised over $126,000.

Each time I interact with these 
exceptional young members 
I’m reminded of the depth and 
caliber of our Young Farmers 
and Ranchers and the quality of 
leaders engaged in this pro-
gram. Without a doubt, we’re 
building our future, and we’re 
doing so on the strengths of a 
solid foundation and the proud 
reputation of our 105 year past.

Jamie Johansson
President, California Farm Bureau
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Boyett Petroleum
209.577.6000 | Boyett.net

601 McHenry Ave, Modesto, 95350

MIKE HEINRICH

209.312.4011 | MHeinrich@boyett.net

Inventory Management Competitive 

Pricing
On Time Delivery

Gas, Diesel, Renewable Diesel, and 

Red Diesel Available

Agricultural Commercial Fuel

Truck & Trailer Delivery

Bobtail Loads Available

Serving Stanislaus & 
Merced Counties

8016 Winton Way, Winton

Since 1986
•State of the Art Equipment

•80’ Truck Scale
•Maximized Returns

•Owner Operated
•Inshell line complete with 

Satake color sorter
•High Capacity dryer for bin 

or bulk loads

Peter Verdegaal 
209-628-1008

Office 
209-356-0210

Floodwaters Create ‘Situational Crisis’ for 
California Dairy Farmers

Source: Brian German, AgNet West

Dairy farmers in the San Joaquin Valley are working to overcome 
the impacts of substantial flooding. Last week’s storms have left 
broad swaths of Tulare County under standing water. Evacuation 
orders have been in effect in several areas including Alpaugh, Al-
lensworth, Porterville, and Cutler. CEO of Western United Dair-
ies, Anja Raudabaugh said it has been a difficult task evacuating 
livestock from flooded areas.

“Not everyone in California is aware of the situational crisis that’s 
happening in Tulare, now spreading into Kings County,” said 
Raudabaugh. “Our members have been underwater. We’ve had to 
move almost 100,000 cows at this point in emergency evacuation 
circumstances since Wednesday of last week.”

Moving the cows has been a “herculean” effort, according to 

Raudabaugh. Industry members have been largely banning to-
gether to provide assistance in transporting animals to other 
locations. Dairy farmers that have not been impacted by flooding 
are helping out by housing animals where they can. Raudabaugh 
said some older dairies that have shut down are now being used 
as “literal lifeboats” for evacuated cows. The next step is getting 
the cows back on some kind of milking schedule. “We are work-
ing with CDFA and the state veterinarian to turn on those milking 
parlors as quickly as we can getting inspections done. It’s not an 
easy task and it’s not ideal,” said Raudabaugh.

Dairy farmers forced to move their cows are also looking at con-
tinued issues later in the season. The abundance of floodwaters 
has largely destroyed feed crops in the area.

“We’ve probably lost the entire year’s wheat crop in the south 
valley which really sucks because we were just coming off some 
pretty short feed years with the drought. Then a lot of the bagged 
silage and replacement hay has been lost as well,” Raudabaugh 
explained. “So, trying to find enough feed as these cows are relo-
cated has been a huge challenge.”
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Thursday, March 23rd
Top 10 DPR Violations 

Thursday, April 27th
Picking the Right Pesticide for the Job

Thursday, May 25th 
Cooperative Extension Updates 

Thursday, June 29th
Mating Disruption

Thursday, July 20th
Respiratory Safety

Thursday, August 24th
Vertebrate Pest Management 

Thursday, September 21st
Drift Prevention

Thursday, October 26th
Mix & Loading Safety 

Thursday, November 30th
Safe Pesticide Use around Bees

CLASS SCHEDULE 

2023 Pesticide Series
DPR & CCA Credit

"I really appreciate that CFBF is
offering these CE classes. It gives
me the opportunity to not only
get CEUs, but also to keep up to
date."
- Mariposa County

FREE FOR FARM
BUREAU MEMBERS

Use the QR Code Above to Register
Or go to, www.cfbf.com

Cruzin’ Critters is a nonprofit animal education 
organization that travels throughout the 
Central Valley of California providing animals 
and presenters for any event. Our animals come 
to you and create an interactive educational 
experience unmatched by books or television by 
providing hands on experiences with fun, 
innovative learning.  All of our animal 
ambassadors have come to us with their own 
unique story they would love to share with you.
At Cruzin’ Critters we provide homes for 
injured, displaced, non-releasable, unwanted, 
and geriatric animals; we have taken none of 
our animals from the wild. These animals have 
become ambassadors to help us educate you 
about the marvels of the animal kingdom. 
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Discounted 
Stanislaus County 

Fair Tickets  
Go On Sale April 22nd!

Available Online:  
StanCoFair.com

Discounted fair admission tickets,  
Arena motorsport tickets  and  

unlimited ride wristbands.
Hurry, offer ends July 6!

Sn CoSn Co

We are excited to announce 
that Amanda Osmundson is 
the State Proficiency Winner 
in the area of beef produc-
tion placement! 

Amanda’s project includes 
her work on her family’s 
beef cattle ranch, Valley 
Home Beefmasters where 
she is involved in all as-
pects of ranching. Through 
her project she has gained 
a passion for embryology 
and has plans to become an 
embryologist in the future. 

Amanda was one of three 
state finalists who inter-
viewed for this award and 
was named the state winner!

Please help us in congratu-
lating her!  

Julie Schellhase, Oakdale 
Highschool FFA Advisor 

Record-Breaking Snowpack Brings 
Additional Flood Risk
 Source: Brian German, AgNet West

The fourth snow survey conducted 
by the California Department of Wa-
ter Resources (DWR) demonstrated a 
record-breaking snowpack. At Phillips 
Station, measurements were recorded 
of 126.5 inches of snow depth and a 
snow water equivalent of 54 inches. 
The April 3 survey results reflected 221 
percent of the average for that location. 
Manager of DWR’s Snow Surveys and 
Water Supply Forecasting Unit, Sean 
de Guzman explained that the number 
is even greater on a statewide basis. 
The statewide automated snow sen-
sor network is reporting 237 percent of 
average to date.
“There have only been three other 
years where our April snowpack has 
been greater than 200 percent of aver-
age in April. Those years were 1952, 
1969, and 1983,” said de Guzman. 
“As of right now, it’s looking like this 
year’s statewide snowpack will prob-
ably, most likely be either the first- or 
second-biggest snowpack on record 
dating back to 1950.”

FLOOD CONCERNS MOVING FOR-
WARD
By comparison, last year’s April snow-
pack was measured at just 38 percent 
of average. The series of atmospheric 
rivers that California experienced 
has changed the state’s outlook sig-
nificantly. DWR explained that they 
have shifted focus to flood response 
and forecasting for the months ahead. 
“We’re currently forecasting record-
breaking spring snowmelt in the 
Tulare Lake region; which is ranging 
anywhere between 265 percent of aver-
age in the Kings River watershed up-
wards to an absurdly high 422 percent 
of average for a snowmelt runoff for 
the Kern River watershed,” de Guz-
man explained.
The weather over the coming weeks 
will have a major impact on how the 
record-breaking snowpack will affect 
flood risks. The Southern San Joaquin 
Valley in particular is facing a severe 
flood risk. DWR’s State-Federal Flood 
Operations Center is supporting emer-
gency response activities. The spring 
snowmelt season could bring signifi-
cant challenges, as the state’s water 
infrastructure faces a substantial influx 
of water. “Our statewide reservoir 
storage is currently at 107 percent of 
average and we’re expected to capture 
even more storage once this snowpack 
eventually melts later on in the spring 
and summer,” said de Guzman.
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YOUR
FUTURE
GROWS
HERE.

The change in agriculture today is just a 
glimpse of what lies ahead. It’s why, more 
than ever, we are committed to being the 
partner you can trust, who understands 
your needs and delivers value to help you 
achieve your goals.

Wherever agriculture goes, we’ll be there, 
alongside you, as you lead the way.

COMMITTED TO 
SERVING YOUR NEEDS.

Visit agloan.com/growyourfuture

A Part of the Farm Credit System.          Equal Opportunity Lender.

Your future grows here
SCAN ME

Stanislaus County Farm Bureau was honored to be able 
to present newly elected to the 4th District, Senator Marie 
Alvarado-Gil, with a hat and certificate at her community 

swearing in ceremony at Modesto Irrigation District's Board-
room on Thursday March 16, 2023.

Eric Heinrich, President of Stanislaus County Farm Bureau, 
said, “We look forward to building a strong working relation-
ship with Senator Alvarado-Gil and finding solutions to the 

many issues threatening California farmers.”
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G3 Enterprises knows how to move your product with efficiency and care. We are ag hauling 

experts with equipment and capacity to haul year-round from field to processor, to packer and on 

as finished goods. Let’s put G3 InG3nuity to work for you — Visit G3Enterprises.com/AG-Hauling

G3 HAS BEEN HAULING 
CALIFORNIA’S HARVEST FOR 
OVER 40 YEARS. 
We’re large enough to serve and small enough to care.


