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Come meet past YF&R Members and learn

about the impact YF&R made in their lives and
what opportunities are available to youl

DINNER IS PROVIDED!

YF&R
MEETING
FOR
AGES 18-35
ONLY

THURSDAY < APRIL 27 - 5:30PM
SCFB OFFICE - 1201 L STREET, MODESTO

EMAIL ABID@STANFARMBUREAU.ORG WITH QUESTIONS!

SCFB MISSION STATEMENT

To serve as the voice of Stanislaus County agriculture at all levels of
government, while providing programs to assist its farms and family
members and educate the general public of needs and

importance to agriculture.
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Farm Supply Thanks You For Your Support!

As a farmer-owned cooperative we have been providing the
Products, Services and Expertise that deliver consistent
results for our growers since 1949.

Whether you’re a Farmer or a Homeowner; we have you
covered with the best products and services in the industry.

g - Feed
e Livestock | ‘
Equipment Open to the Public, Stop By Today!

« Animal Health Modesto Merced Kerman

H i i 12800 W. Shields Ave
 Garden Supplies 624 E. Service Rd. 674 S. Highway 59
= > PP Modesto, CA 95358  Merced, CA 95341 Kerman, CA 93630
« And Morelll
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(209) 538-7070 (209) 723-0704 (559) 474-4400

CASH PATRONAGE DIVIDEND

$31,800,000

CHECKS TO BE MAILED IN MARCH
YOS EMITE MODESTO TURLOCK PATTERSON

209-527-1900 209-668-3522 209-892-6136

FA RM 92:9 MERCED LOS BANOS OAKDALE
C 209-383-1116 209-827-3885 | 209-847-7021
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California

Farm Bureau.
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Agricultural Employment
Policy

The Senate Judiciary Committee
on April 12 passed SB-365 (Scott
Wiener). The bill will forbid a
district court judge from stay-
ing a civil proceeding if either
party appeals the finding as

to whether the dispute is sub-
ject to arbitration. Staying the
underlying litigation while the
arbitration applicability deci-
sion is pending has been com-
mon practice, eliminating the
need to litigate a dispute that
will likely be found subject to
arbitration. Several recent court
decisions have upheld federal
preemption under the Federal
Arbitration Act of attempts by
the Legislature to restrict arbi-
tration. Farm Bureau opposes
SB 365 since arbitration is a use-
ful tool to manage employment
litigation liability in California’s
litigious environment. Staff:
Bryan Little; blittle@cfbf.com

The Senate Labor, Public Em-
ployment and Retirement
Committee passed several bills
on April 12 of concern to ag-
ricultural employers. SB-399
(Aisha Wahab) prohibits em-
ployers from conducting em-
ployee meetings in the context
of a unionization campaign

to explain the employer’s op-
position to unionization. Farm
Bureau opposes because SB 399
is a clear-cut violation of an em-
ployer’s First Amendment right
to free speech, and will curb
employer’s right to fully inform
employees about unionization
activities. Staff: Bryan Little;
blittle@cfbf.com

Farm Bureau also opposes SB-
497 (Lola Smallwood-Cuevas),
which creates a rebuttable

presumption that any adverse

LEGISLATIVE AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

/ Farm Bureau

DPR & CCA Credit

CLASS SCHEDULE

@ Thursday, March 23rd
Top 10 DPR Violations

@ Thursday, April 27th
Picking the Right Pesticide for the Job

@ Thursday, May 25th
Cooperative Extension Updates

Thursday, June 29th
Mating Disruption

°® Thursday, July 20th
Respiratory Safety

® Thursday, August 24th
Vertebrate Pest Management

@ Thursday, September 21st
Drift Prevention

°® Thursday, October 26th
Mix & Loading Safety

@ Thursday, November 30th
Safe Pesticide Use around Bees

® Use the QR Code Above to Register
Or go to, www.cfbf.com

FB California

FREE FOR FARM
BUREAU MEMBERS

"l really appreciate that CFBF is
offering these CE classes. It gives
me the opportunity to not only
get CEUs, but also to keep up to
date."

- Mariposa County

"
-‘

"Il

Farm Bur?au
Extension




personnel action is retaliatory

if occurs with 90 days of the oc-
currence of activities protected
from retaliation under the La-
bor Code, including reporting

a violation of the Labor Code
and cooperating with investiga-
tions related to violations of the
Labor Code. As courts already
consider proximity in time
between protected activities
and adverse personnel actions,
SB 497 is redundant and further
stacks the deck against employ-
ers’ defense against accusations
of retaliation. Farm Bureau
opposes. Staff: Bryan Little;
blittle@cfbf.com

SB-553 (Dave Cortese), writes
into the Labor Code and im-
poses on all California employ-
ers the expansive and detailed
requirements of Cal/OSHA's
healthcare workplace violence
regulation, promulgated by the
agency in 2017 in response to
incidents of violence by patients
against healthcare providers in
mental institutions. SB 553 will
disrupt an ongoing regulatory
process in which the agency

is seeking to craft a workplace
violence regulation more suited
to general industry, where
employers” physical sites and
workforce are much different
from healthcare environments.
Farm Bureau opposes. Staff:
Bryan Little; blittle@cfbf.com

On April 12, the Assembly
Labor and Employment Com-
mittee advanced AB-524 (Buffy
Wicks) adding “family care-
giver status” to the list of pro-
tected classes covered by the
Fair Employment and Housing
Act. “Family member” is not
limited to actual family mem-
bers, but includes any person

the employee considers to be
like family, vastly broadening
the circumstances under which
an employee can invoke family
leave rights under FEHA. This
will expand the circumstances
under which employers will
experience FEHA-related litiga-
tion, which is already extensive.
Farm Bureau opposes. Staft:
Bryan Little; blittle@cfbf.com

Later that day, the Assembly
Labor Committee also passed
AB-594 (Brian Maienschein)
allowing local prosecutors like
district attorneys and city at-
torneys to enforce the Labor
Code, leading to inconsistent
enforcement. AB 594 does not
protect employers from double
recovery under the Labor Code
and the Private Attorneys Gen-
eral Act (PAGA). Farm Bureau
opposes. Staff: Bryan Little;
blittle@cfbf.com

CESA & Wildlife

The Fish and Game Commis-
sion has a scheduled meeting
taking place in Fresno on April
19 and 20. Amongst the many
agenda items the Commis-

sion will hear, the Sage Grouse
petition will be addressed. The
Commission received the peti-
tion at its February 8-9 meeting
for evaluation. The Commission
will provide their recommenda-
tion relating to the petition. The
greater sage-grouse is a large,
gallinaceous bird that evolved
in sagebrush ecosystems. The
greater sage-grouse is complete-
ly dependent on large expanses
of sagebrush dominated habitat
for existence. They depend on a
variety of semiarid shrub-grass-
land habitats throughout their
life cycle. Because sage-grouse

.
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719 E Grayson Rd
Modesto, CA
95358

HARVESTER PICKUP BELTS SWEEPER PADDLES

A
**J COIT AND HEWES, LLC

PREMIUM QUALITY HARVEST

Replacement Parts for
WEISS, FLORY, OMC,
ORCHARD RITE, COE

SUPPLIES

2095319891

M-F 8-4PM

SHAKER PAD OVAL AND ROUND

SWEEPER BEARINGS

SHAKER SLING PADS
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depend on high-quality habitats
that historically were extensive
in nature, they are often used

as an indicator of the health of

a broader ecosystem of sage-
brush dependent species. CAFB
has historically worked with
the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment (BLM), CDFW, and US
Fish and Wildlife Services when
concerns regarding the species
have developed. Farm Bureau’s
ranching members continue

to work proactively within
these habitats to reduce conflict
between livestock and the Sage
Grouse. Farm Bureau staff will
be participating in the hearing
and providing comments. Staff:
Katie Little, klittle@cfbf.com

Climate Change

A Farm Team Alert went out to-
day to our members regarding
SB-709 (Senator Ben Allen). This
legislation if passed and went
into effect would eliminate the
dairy sector’s ability to continue
reducing methane emissions.
There has been tremendous
progress made on this issue and
this legislation would hurt both
potential investments in dairy
digesters as well as additional
progress on reducing future
greenhouse gas emissions. It’s
important to note that even the
California Air Resources Board
acknowledges the progress of
methane reductions in its 2022
Scoping Plan for Achieving Car-
bon Neutrality. Because of these
concerns, The Farm Bureau
opposes Senate Bill 709 along
with a broad agricultural coali-
tion and hope you will register
your individual opposition as
well through your Farm Alert.
Staff: Chris Reardon; creardon@
cfbf.com

Disaster Assistance

USDA and CDFA hosted a
webinar this week regarding
disaster assistance that encoun-
tered technical difficulties. We
understand CDFA may re-
schedule the live presentation.
In the interim, the recorded
webinar can be found here:

e California Disaster Assistance
Webinar | Farmers.gov
ehttps://youtu.be/C50Lstzuhic

Additional resources can be
found here:

eThe Farm Production and
Conservation Disaster Assis-
tance Discovery Tool, Disaster
Assistance-at-a-Glance fact
sheet, and Loan Assistance Tool
can help producers and land-
owners determine program or
loan options.

The resource guide outlines
USDA Rural Development (RD)
programs and services that can
help rural residents, businesses
and communities impacted by
disasters and support long-term
planning and recovery efforts. |
Resource Guides: PDF (English)
| PDF (Espanol)

Staff: Peter Ansel; pansel@cfbf.
com

Insurance

SB-505, sponsored by the
California Farm Bureau and
the California Department of
Insurance, passed from the Sen-
ate Insurance Committee with
unanimous bi-partisan support.
Authored by Senator Susan
Rubio, SB 505 would instruct
the FAIR Plan to include com-
mercial insurance policies in

a process called the “clearing-
house” that is limited today

to homeowner policies. The
bill will help farmers to move
homeowner and commercial
insurance policies back to the
competitive marketplace and
stabilize the FAIR Plan. The bill
moves next to the Senate Ap-
propriations Committee. Staff:
Peter Ansel; pansel@cfbf.com

Rural Broadband

CDFA is part of the State Digital
Equity team led by the Depart-
ment of Technology and the
California Public Utilities Com-
mission. The agencies are work-
ing together to offer a series of
planning workshops regarding
rural broadband. The first ones
are this week. Local organiza-
tions and community members
are urged to attend and en-
couraged to make their voices
heard in the development of a
five-year action plan to deter-
mine how future federal dollars
are allocated to address digital
inequities.
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FREE ADS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

As another membership service, Farm Bureau members are offered FREE classi-
fied advertising in the Stanislaus Farm News. Ads must be 18 words or less and
only one ad per month per membership (membership number required.) Ads may
be MAILED to the Stanislaus Farm News, or BROUGHT to the SCFB office, 1201
L Street, Downtown Modesto. NO PHONE-IN OR FAX free ads will be accepted.
Free ads are restricted to farm machinery or equipment or unprocessed farm
products. Farm jobs wanted or offered will also be accepted. No real estate ads
and no commercial items or services will be accepted. 209-522-7278

Classified Ad's $4.40 per run. 1000 SERVICES

COPY DEADLINE: MONDAY 12 NOON
Martin Reyes

RATES: Display rates on request. Terms are cash. Ads should Land levelin
be paid for at time of first insertion or immediately after receipt 9

Thank you for your Membership.
For the GOOD of your FOOD,

ROOFING * FENCING  PLYWOOD  SIDING

of bill if order is placed by telephone or mail. C?}';gﬁr?
ERRORS: The Stanislaus Farm News will not be liable for more Lice #954389
than one incorrect insertion. Errors must be called to the atten- (209)' 605-4079
tion of the Classified Advertising Department not later than 4

p.m. on the Tuesday following publication of the ad. Claims for Haney

adjustment must be made within 15 days. We reserve the right & Associates

to reject or revise any advertisement.

120 SPECIAL NOTICES

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS
CUT YOUR ENERGY BILLS
ELIMINATE DUST & NOISE
Lowest Prices Guaranteed! Largest
Selection in the Valley! Windows, Doors,
Skylights, Soundproofing, Licensed,
Bonded & Insured.
Visit Our Showroom:
1050 Kansas Ave., Modesto
Cal Comfort Insulating Windows, Inc.
Contractors Lic. #51317 Class C17B
209-527-1310 (TFN)

300 Employment

Verisimo Might Max fail mower.
Model # SC-100 asking $5000
Orchard float roller 9ft wide
asking $1000
Text or leave a VM
209-505-1731

1/2" x 10 ' EMT used as
walnut stakes. For more
information please call
(408) 313-8763

510 LIVESTOCK

Service Mechanic, duties
include greasing, changes air
filters and oil, etc. Pays $15/

hour with a harvest bonus.

Must be willing to work 6

days a week. Opportunity
for longer employment based

on job performance and
experience. Call Jenn for

more details: 209-648-7947

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

For Sale:

Metal milkcans with lids
Heavy duty ripper, 3 shanks,
$3,000
150 gal water tank, $1,800, used
one season, on frame w/ wheels,
new tires and gravity flow
All Items OBO
Contact Arby: 209-505-0555 or
text: 209-602-1400

1955 Fordson Major Diesel
Rears and Sprayer &
Implements Tires 85%
Runs Great
Sonora
$6k
Call 209-768-6060

Spring tooth with attached following
harrow. 8 ft wide, 3 point hook-up
asking $1000
Brush rake. Rear push. 9ft wide
adjustable spacing for 4 or 5 forks
asking $1000
Text or leave VM for
209-505-1731

For Sale:

John Deere 5100ML low profile
with Exact cab
Vrisimo flail mower — 12’ & 8’
PBM 500 gallon sprayer with
electric valves (never used)
Durand Wayland 500 gallon
sprayer
Domries float leveler — 12’

Call Joe: 209-404-3326

3 metal grain tanks
1 five ton
110 ton
125ton
$500 takes all three
Call 209-523-4253

Great Plains no-till corn
planter 8-row model
YP825A-0830
It has a john blue injection
pump. Great condition.
#22,000 OBO phone 209-874-
4042 or 209-765-6298

Kenyon Organic Services
Organic Consulting Services
Crop and Livestock
Carol Kenyon
(209) 484-1097
ck.cattle23@gmail.com

Sale Alfalfa. Best price,
great quality. Bigger Bales
especially suited to horses.

Cook Valley Angus Ranches
Modesto 209 996 7365 &
Available May- Oct

800 For Rent

House for Rent
$1500.00 & Deposit $1700

2 bedroom, 1 bathroom,

Large kitchen & livingroom,
Sinhle car garage, Riverbank

6819286

Dairy for Rent
Permitted for 614 Cows
With Flush and Freestalls
400 head open heifer facility
Turlock, Ca
Call 209-678-2632

900 REAL ESTATE

Cherry Orchard In the
Wood Colony
59+/- Acres. Excellent soil
comprised of 75% Hanford
sandy loam (HdpA). MID
irrigation with micro jet
sprinklers. 2,500 sq. ft. Metal
Barn included. $2,330,000
Simvoulakis Real Estate
209.985.9700
BRE #705092

Mobile Home For Sale
Double wide mobile home
1100 sq ft in senior park. All
up grades, tile floors, crown
molding, gas range, Compo-
sition roof, Vaulted ceilings,
must see, move in ready,
Terms available or $85,000
Ken (209) 204-6691

Ag/Investment Properties
Marcus Haney
REALTOR®, CA BRE
#01917446
Contact me at 209/605-6727
and visit MarcusHaney.com

Noeller Farm
farm & ranch management
Almond, Peaches, Walnuts
custom Almond & Walnuts
(209) 883-2417 or
(209) 606-2084

PROAG Commercial
Ag. Spraying
Orchard, vineyard $ herbicide
applications
209-613-6355 Pat, 209-678-
8072 Matt, 209-613-3227
Justin
Visit proag.webs.com

RON MARTELLA
Custom Nut Harvesting
SHAKING, SWEEPING

AND HARVESTING
883-4819 or 883-0690

Woodbridge Spraying
Field Spraying
Orchard Spraying
Backhoe
380-0727 (TFN)

Orchard Brush Pile
Grinding Service
Brush ¢ Stumps * Huller Twigs
Davis Ag & Ranch Clean Up
CA. Contractor Lic#796783
209-670-5278

We haul Rock, Sand,
Gravel, Demolition Clean
Up & Removal, Tree Holes,
Irrigation Lines & More.
Lic. # 884701
Home-(209) 848-0538
Cell (209) 525-7715 (tFn)

Wilson Portable Welding
Structural « Fabrication ¢
General Repair
* Dairy Repair * Ag Repair
*Mobile - 765-3596
* Shop — 524-3016 (TFN)

Need help with your Farm
Labor?
Call Lencioni Farm Services
209-537-2186

1100 MISCELLANEOUS

METAL BUILDINGS
Provided & installed, in-
terior upgrades available,
fully engineered, refer-
ences available.
Active Industrial Contracting
Michael Frost - 613-3548.
Lic. #735904 (1FN)

1000 SERVICES

Electrical and
Refrigeration Service
No job to small. Troubleshooting,
upgrades on home, ranch, dairy,
and commercial buildings.
209-648-7748

LOWCOSTHOUSINGLargest
Inventoryin Valley of Preowned
Mobile Homes. Approx. 100 to
choose from. Priced to fit your
Budget. Transportation Avail-
able. DLR. 209-632-0854.

Let’s Build Together
Since 1953

Denair Location: (209) 632-2494
Riverbank Location: (209) 869-4424

www.DenairLumberCo.com
HARDWARE * INSULATION  WINDOWS ¢ 0.S.B.

Netts,.,

Commitment to Excellence
Specializing in: Soenyen

B.B.Q Steaks - Ribs
Pork - Chicken
Seasoned Meats
Fred’s Portuguese Beans
Party Platters

Deli Spreads ALL OCCASIONS / FREE ESTIMATES
1318 N. Golden State Boulevard, Turlock, CA

FRED NETO & SONS
(209) 669-FRED
Fax (209) 669-0545

%

VAN DE POL

1947 - 2022

= VAN DE POL

FUELS & LUBRICANTS

Celebrating 75 years of serving the
San Joaquin Valley!

We're your strategic partner - delivering
great service with roots in the local community.

Performance delivered.
Fuels | Lubricants | Renewable Diesel

Industrial Fluids | Diesel Exhaust Fluid

209.667.0236

| vandepol.us
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Commodity Fact Sheet

Eggs

Information compiled by the California Egg Industry Association

How Produced — There are many methods of commercial
egg production in the United States, including caged, cage-
free, organic, free-range, and specialty eggs. All eggs

Top Producing Counties — One half of California’s egg
production is in the southern part of the state including
San Bernardino, Riverside, and San Diego counties.

produced in California are from hens
living in cage-free housing, where hens
are allowed to roam around a poultry
house(cage-free) or outside (free-range).
The egg is formed in the reproductive
tract of a female chicken, called a hen.
Hens start laying eggs at 19 weeks of
age. To produce one
egg, it takes a hen 24-26 hours.
Each laying hen produces 250 to

300 eggs each year. Most eggs
are laid between the hours of
7:00-11:00 a.m. Chickens must

be fed a balanced diet and plenty
of water each day. The hen
house must be kept clean and be

secure from predators. To keep hens
laying year-round, producers must ensure

One half of the state’s production is in
northern California. The majority of egg
farms in northern California are in the San
Joaquin Valley with considerable egg
production in San Joaquin, Stanislaus,
Merced, and Kern counties. Petaluma in
Sonoma county was once known as the
“egg basket of the world.”

History — Egyptian and Chinese records
show that fowl have been laying eggs for
man since 1400 B.C. Europe has had
domesticated hens since 600 B.C.
Chickens came to the New World with
Columbus on his second trip in 1493.
While it is customary to throw rice at
weddings in many countries, French
brides break an egg on the threshold

adequate hours of daylight each day,
usually 14 hours. When days get shorter in the winter

months, artificial lighting helps the hens maintain production.
Once laid, eggs move quickly from the hen house to the egg
processing area where they are washed, graded, and sized.
Eggs are packaged by size, varying from peewee to jumbo,
and shipped to retail outlets. Most eggs produced today will
be in the supermarket within 72 hours. Eggs have excellent
keeping quality; when kept in the egg carton and properly
refrigerated, clean eggs that are free from cracks will keep
for months. Egg consumption nationwide is estimated at 277
eggs per person, but in California the average is 339 eggs
per person. California is the number one egg consuming
state in the U.S.

Breeds — The Single Comb White Leghorn is the principle
breed used for production of white shell table eggs. There
are various breeds that lay brown eggs. The only difference
between brown and white shelled eggs is the color of the
shell, there is no nutritional difference.

Commodity Value — The farm gate value of California egg
production is estimated at $537,600,000 million. In 2020,
nearly 14 million laying hens produced four billion eggs in
California. With an average price of $1.30 per dozen, the
total value of California egg production is $425 million. Five
percent of the eggs produced in California are exported to
international destinations, approximately 17 million dozen
eggs annually. The value of exported eggs, including value-
added products such as cooked scrambled eggs and
hard-boiled eggs, totals $12 million each year.

4
08/22 "ei\ﬁ'ong

of their new home before stepping in,
for luck and healthy babies. At the time of the French
Revolution, the French already knew 685 different ways of

preparing eggs.

Nutritional Value - Table eggs are nutrient dense
and one of nature’s most perfect foods. Foods
that supply  signi icant amounts of one or more
nutrients compared to the number of calories
they supply are called nutrient dense. Nutrient
dense foods help you get needed nutrients
without excess calories. Each egg contains

13 essential vitamins and minerals, 6 grams of high
quality protein, and the antioxidants Iutein and
zeaxanthin. A large egg contains 70 calories and 185
milligrams of cholesterol. Eggs contain the highest quality
protein of any food. Studies show that students perform
better in school after eating a high protein breakfast.
Eggs are also a source of choline, an essential nutrient
that contributes to fetal brain development and helps
prevent birth defects.

For additional information:
California Egg Industry Association
(916) 441-0801

American Egg Board

(847) 296-7043

Websites:
www.aeb.org
www.incredibleegg.org

California Egg Farmers

This is one in a series of fact sheets composed by the California Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom (CFAITC). For additional educational
materials: CFAITC, 2600 River Plaza Drive, Suite 220, Sacramento, CA 95833-3377 # (916) 561-5625 # Fax: (916) 561-5697
Email: info@learnaboutag.org # Website: LearnAboutAg.org ©2022 California Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom. All rights reserved.
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2023 Distinguished
Service
Award Winner

Past President : Pete Verburg
By: Anna Genasci

In 1951 two immigrants from
Holland and 10 kids came
through Elis Island.

One of those young kids, or to
use his words, “little brats,”
was Pete Verburg. “My parents
had guts to leave Holland. We
didn’t speak English and had
no idea how big the U.S. was.”

Now this is obviously not the
beginning of Pete’s involve-
ments in Farm Bureau, but it
definitely paints the picture of
Pete’s tenacity for speaking up
and getting involved. Especially
after twice, having his family
and dairy, “booted” out of their
home.

“We had one of the largest dair-
ies in Holland, but there was
no opportunity there. Holland
wanted to turn that area into
retirement flats,” shared Pete.

LE

860 PTO Harvester

ADERS IN NUT HARVESTING EQUIPMgy

So, with a couple hundred dol-
lars, and “guts,” Pete, his par-
ents and siblings ventured to
the U.S. In New Jersey they got
on a Greyhound bus and trav-
eled to Los Angeles. Pete’s dad
had 2 brothers who moved to
California in the 1930s. For five
hot days and nights, Pete and
family traveled on a bus. “In
Chicago a lady on the bus no-
ticed we were tired and hungry,
she got us off the bus, got us a
meal and a good night sleep.”

In Torrance Beach City, in LA
County on Crenshaw Blvd, Pete
and him family joined his two
Uncles where they operated a
dairy cash and carry.

“We lived in a two-bedroom
house. Before my parents left
Holland, they shipped some
furniture. When the furniture
arrived, we turned the contain-
er into another bedroom, five of
us brothers slept in there.” Pete
was 9 years old.

The Verburgs were in LA for
about 7 years before getting
pushed out, yet again. “We
were one of the last dairies to
leave. The county didn’t want

FLORY

SINCE 1936

any more animal agriculture, so
we moved to Modesto, my dad
had heard about a place for sale
there.”

Fast forward a couple of years,
Pete, and his now wife Janie,
were just 18 and 21 when they
got married. And living in
Modesto, “I got to know our
neighbors and they said join
the Farm Bureau Board. I was
just 25 when I went to my

first meeting. It seemed like
the group wasn’t interested in
doing anything new or differ-
ent, I have always been vocal,”
shared Pete.

“Bob Taro nominated me to the
Board as a North West Direc-
tor, the youngest director on the
board at the time,” said Pete.

It wasn’t long after that, Pete
found himself in a leadership
position and eventually became
President. “Labor was the big
issue. During my Presidency
was the peach labor strike. We
even went to Washington D.C.
Rolland Starn, Don Morelli and
I went to D.C. to negotiate.”

“T was sent to talk with the la-

bor union representative. I said
‘hey let’s settle this, food is root-
ing,” we lost the crop that year.”

Seems like labor is still an issue
today, “our government is lean-
ing the wrong way,” said Pete.

There were several changes
during Pete’s time as President.
Farm Bureau hired a New Ex-
ecutive Director Jan Ennenga,
and bought the building we
currently reside in today. Prior
to that, the Farm Bureau Office
was on 8th Street and too small.
But according to Pete, leaving
the small building was a bit of
a big fight. The change to the
building on L Street has served
our Board and Members well.

“During my years in Farm Bu-
reau I became the County Dairy
Chair and State Dairy Chair.
During those 18 years I fully en-
joyed being a part of the Farm
Bureau family,” smiled Pete.

Pete said his favorite memories
of his Farm Bureau tenure was
the friendships he made. People
like Don Morelli, Bob Taro, Bill

See Pete Verburg on page 20

& RUMBLE
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ORCHARD SERVICES

Topping {3 Hedging

(Fall 2021: Hedging Down to 2’)

ST14 Shuttle Truk
For the finest in Agriculture Equipment and Metal Fabrication

See all our products at goflory.com
209-545-1167 Salida, CA

RAYCO INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY
Locally Owned and Operated Scuce (96

Used Tool and Machinery Dealer
Steam and High Pressure Cleaners
Metal Working Tools and Machinery
Power Tools, Wood Working Tools and Machinery
Hand Tools, Abrasives, Saw Blades and Safety Supplies
Automotive Tools and Equipment, Shop Heaters and Coolers

Sales and Service

California Contractors License 708487

The Largest Selection of Heavy Duty Shop Tools and Machinery In Northern California

Modesto (209) 529-8984
512 RIVER ROAD

Turlock (209) 632-2315

712 LANDER AVENUE

Skirting

Dual Mechanical

Brush Stacking

Almond/Walnut

Conditioning

Orchard
Management

Phil Rumble:
(209) 996-1517

Matt Rumble:
(209) 996-8161

AR 43




2023 Distinguished
Service
Award Winner

Past Presidents: Don Morelli
By: Anna Genasci

Looking at all of the challenges
that Farm Bureau faces, some-
times it seems we are in a battle
we may never win. I recently
participated in a webinar host-
ed by the Department of Pesti-
cide Regulation, where environ-
mental justice representatives
likened farmers to criminals.

It made me think, has it always
been like this, or are consum-
ers so far removed from where
their food is grown and the
people who grow it, that they
are comfortable making this
comparison?

So I decided to dig a little deep-
er. Looking back at the history
of our County Farm Bureau,
specifically our past leaders,
what can we learn as we move
forward in these challenging
times.

Stanislaus County Farm Bureau

.
"4

was established over a hundred
years ago, in that time we've
had 50 Presidents. If you have
ever been in our boardroom
you can see the wall of past
presidents, mostly black and
white photos of past leaders.
What would these folks say
about the challenges that we
face today?

So, I decided to ask them.

From 1982 to 1984 Don Morelli
served as Stanislaus County
Farm Bureau President.

Don grew up in Marin County
on his family's Dairy. Don’s
dad demanded straight A's, so
Don’s schedule consisted of
school, working at the dairy
and on Tuesdays he got to take
flying classes.

Don loves to fly. He became a
pilot at an early age and has
even built his own airplane.

Flying wasn't his only love.
During his last quarter at Cal
Poly he met Dian.

Married about a year later,
“Dian was learning how to keep
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cow records and what life on
the dairy meant,” Don shared
with a chuckle, “just as she
was getting the hang of being
a dairyman's wife, I joined the
Army.”

“My brother had been in the
Army and came home and said
‘you have to do this, it's a great
experience.” Don spent the
next five and a half years serv-
ing in the Army.

In 1971, Don and his wife
moved to Modesto, to dairy in
the Central Valley.

Don was no stranger to service,
his time in the military, he had
previously been on the Marin
County Farm Bureau Board,
and with Stanislaus County as
his new home, he joined the
Farm Bureau here.

“I've always been a supporter
of the Farm Bureau. We can't
be asleep at the wheel. People
should know that we work
everyday and we're proud of
what we do. I believe the Farm
Bureau is the best agricultural
organization out there, but we
have to be better.”

SO, WHERE DOES YOUR
BUSINESS GO FROM HERE?

CRYSTAL BALL A BIT CLOUDY...?
The team at VERMEULEN & COMPANY
will help you find the answers. We begin

with an objective evaluation of performance

. and prospects and then develop a structured

plan to help you make smarter decisions.

Call or e-mail for more info today.

Vermeulen  Company

AN ACCOUNTANCY CORP.

1180 W. Main Street, Suite 2 * Ripon
209.599.5051 * www.VermeulenCPA.com

I can't tell you how many times
since this interview with Don,
that I have thought of what

he said. He's right, we can't
fight amongst ourselves, dif-
ferent commodities, dueling
water situations, East Side
versus West Side, the only way
we're going to make it through
drought, politics and whatever
else comes our way, is if we
stick together as an industry.

Don compared the problems of
his time as minor in compari-
son to the challenges we tackle
today. “I came here milking
160 cows, shipping milk in the
late 70s and early 80s, there
was more milk than could be
processed. I found myself on a
committee to speak to the Board
of Supervisors to address the
issue. We should have been
fighting for the marketplace,
not with each other.”

Eventually, Don began ship-
ping his milk to Hilmar Cheese
and as time went on, he had the
very first robotic dairy in the
US. “I love cows, working on a
dairy is watching God's nature
at work.”

While serving on the Board,
Don said the Farm Bureau
gave him more than he ever
gave to Farm Bureau. “I can
remember going to Sacra-
mento for training on how
to conduct yourself in an
interview. They recorded us
and we had to watch it back.
It was important that we
learned to talk to the me-
dia and to be clear with our
message.” Not surprisingly,
Farm Bureau offers that very
same training to this day.

Don and Dian raised three
“wonderful” children. Each
time Don spoke about his
kids it was with a smile.
After 51 years of marriage
Don lost Dian, Don choked
up mentioning the loss of
his wife. “For 51 years I was

See Don Morelli on page 19
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2023 Annual Meeting of
Members

Past Presidents Don Morelli & Pete Verburg
our 2023 Distinguished Service
Award Winners! (pictured right)

Thank you for your commitment to
farming, dairy and Stanislaus County
Farm Bureauv.
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Common Threads honors
13 women in agriculture
for their service

Farm Credit again serves as a
top-level sponsor of awards to
recognize women'’s contribu-
tions to agriculture and their
communities

Anthropologist Margaret Mead
once said, “Never doubt that

a small group of thoughtful,
committed citizens can change
the world; indeed, it’s the only
thing that ever has.”

That is the core of Common
Threads, an awards program
that recognizes women in
agriculture in the San Joaquin
Valley and Northern California
for their service to agriculture
and to their communities. As
the Common Threads North
awards program put it:

“Agriculture is the common
thread of all honorees. Their
contributions are symbolic of
the rich, colorful threads used
to fashion a multifaceted tapes-
try, not unlike the agricultural
diversity of our region. The
common threads of our tap-
estry display an array of cul-
tures, ages, and regions. Some
threads are vivid and bright,
like the colorful bounty of our
land’s harvest. Some are as soft
as well-used denim and a little
faded with age. Some have the
tensile strength of iron; others
the complexity and richness of
fine lace.”

Colleen Cecil, executive director
of the Butte County Farm Bu-
reau and a member of the Com-
mon Threads North committee,
which recognizes women from
Stanislaus County north to the
Oregon border, said it was im-
portant to honor the contribu-
tions of women to agriculture.

“Women are often overlooked
because they’re busy working
bees in the background and
they don’t get the spotlight,”
Cecil said.

“Other programs recognize
outstanding people, but this is
the only one I know of about
women in ag. It’s special to get

this award because you’'ve been
nominated by others who hold
you in high regard. I've had the
opportunity to read the ap-
plications and letters of recom-
mendation, and I just want to
give everyone an award. We're
grateful to be able to bring at-
tention to these women.”

Rebecca Quist, the chair of

the Common Threads Fresno
committee, which recognizes
women in Fresno, Kern, Kings,
Madera, Merced and Tulare
counties, noted that the com-
mittee’s honorees represent a
wide variety in ages.

“Ag has no age limit. The
women we recognize are legacy
women — whether they’ve done
things quietly behind the scenes
or they're part of a newer gen-
eration where they’re out-front
advocating in a public forum,”
she said.

In the Fresno area, seven honor-
ees were honored on March 1 at
a luncheon in Clovis: Lucy Are-
ias, Fresno; Aubrey Bettencourt,
Hanford; Juanita Calzadillas-
Pedrozo, Merced; Holly Rosa,
Hanford; Nanette Simonian,
Fowler; Sheri Kanagawa, Han-
ford; and Tricia Stever Blattler,
Honorary Recipient, Tulare.

And in the north, six women
were recognized at a dinner in
Winters on April 5: Geri Byrne,
Tulelake; Bonnie Fernandez-
Fenaroli, Woodland; Bobbin
Mulvaney, Sacramento; Audrey
Z. Tennis, Chico; Linda Walker,
Los Molinos; and Sharron
Zoller, Kelseyville.

AgWest Farm Credit, American
AgCredit, CoBank and Fresno
Madera Farm Credit have col-
lectively contributed more than
$35,000 to support Common
Threads as top-level sponsors
since 2015. The organizations
are part of the nationwide Farm
Credit System — the largest
provider of credit to U.S. agri-
culture.

Mark Littlefield, President and
CEO of AgWest Farm Credit,
said Farm Credit supports
Common Threads because of
the importance of women in

agriculture.

“Each of the women honored
this year has made outstand-
ing contributions to California
agriculture, whether managing
operations of their family farm-
ing business, through work in
organizations supporting agri-
culture or both,” Littlefield said.
“And since so many younger
women are taking on even more
important roles in farming and
ranching, they will help ensure
a strong future for agriculture
in the state.”

Keith Hesterberg, President
and CEO of Fresno Madera
Farm Credit, added that the
philanthropic efforts of women
in agriculture are a cornerstone
of the health of farming com-
munities around the state.

“Since the founding of our na-
tion, rural America has evolved
through a unique commit-
ment to volunteerism that has
strengthened and improved our
communities,” Hesterberg said.
“The Common Threads winners
truly exemplify this trait as all
have given generously of their
time over the years to work on
projects that have made a real
difference.”

The Common Threads program
also benefits the
recipients’ com-
munities, Holman
noted, as some of
the proceeds from
the awards events
benefit a charity
designated by each
of the honorees.

#i

About Farm Credit:
AgWest Farm
Credit, American
AgCredit, CoBank
and Fresno Madera
Farm Credit are co-
operatively owned
lending institutions
providing agricul-
ture and rural com-
munities with a
dependable source
of credit. We spe-
cialize in financing
farmers, ranchers,

farmer-owned cooperatives, ru-
ral utilities and agribusinesses.
Farm Credit offers a broad
range of loan products and
financial services, including
long-term real estate loans,
operating lines of credit, equip-
ment and facility loans, cash
management and appraisal and
leasing services...everything a
“growing” business needs. For
more information, visit www.
farmcreditalliance.com

About Common Threads: The
Common Threads program was
launched in 1997 by the Cali-
fornia Agricultural Leadership
Foundation and the College

of Agricultural Sciences and
Technology and the Ag One
Foundation at California State
University, Fresno. The Agri-
cultural Leadership Foundation
launched Common Threads
North in 2003 in conjunction
with the College of Agricultural
and Environmental Sciences

at the University of California,
Davis, California Women in Ag-
riculture and nine county Farm
Bureaus. For information about
Common Threads North, visit
https://www.commonthreads-
north.com and for more infor-
mation about the Central Valley
program, visit https://www.
agleaders.org/alumni/common-
threads-central-valley/.

Leaders in Nut Harvesting Equipment

TRADITION

SERVICE

INTEGRITY

CRAFTSMANSHIP

Serving the agricultural community since 1936

4737 Toomes Road, Salida Ca. (209) 545-1167
See all our products at goflory.com




Aemetis Biogas LLC .
Keyes 497-4034

Westley 894-3472

Beard Land ImprovementCo *
Modesto 524-4631

Salida 545-1167

Frank Borba Custom Chopping  *
Modesto 652-8201

Oakdale 847-0356

Heinrich Farms Inc .
Modesto 595-2207

Modesto 522-1762
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Modesto 524-4631

Modesto 726-6303

Modesto & Empire Traction Co. .

Sierra Grain Terminal
Turlock 667-2002

Oakdale (831) 245-7611
* Yosemite Farm Credit
Turlock 667-2366

e American AgCredit ¢ Cortez Growers Association * Frantz Nursery ¢ Hilmar Cheese Company,Inc. ¢ Nationwide Insurance o Stanislaus County Sheriff's Department
Turlock 667-5101 Turlock 632-3118 Hickman 874-1459 Hilmar 667-6076 Sacramento (530) 701-4486 Modesto 525-7117

¢ BasiInsurance ¢ Dave Wilson Nursery * Grower Direct Nut Company * InsureCAL Insurance Agency * Wenger Ranch Inc. o Stanislaus Farm Supply
Oakdale (209) 847-3065 Hickman 874-1821 883-4890 Turlock 250-0269 Modesto Modesto 765-1142

¢ Bays Ranch ¢ Flory Industries ¢ Haidlen Ford ¢ Mapes Ranch e PG&E e TriCal

Anteri * Green Rubber * RossW.Lee * Agri Business Financial Inc « Grimbleby Coleman CPA's Inc
¢ Anteris Lreen kKubber Ross W. Lee _
Modesto (888)273-2464 Modesto 521-9190 -3 Oakdale 607-0037 Modesto 527-4220
Turlock (559) 472-6415 : - o . Central Valley Community Bank . Moss Adams
0 . Salinas (831)752-6100 Pl © Jensen & Jensen = /Community Bank Moss Adams
il ° All West Select Sires K = Modesto 529-0791 c Fresno 559-323-3472 Stockton 955-6100
‘S) Turlock 667-8378 ¢ Rumble Ag Service 5 ("8 . Edwards, Lien & Toso « Oak Valley Community Bank
(7 - Exact Modesto 545-1848 = N Hilmar 634-9484 Oakdale 844-7500
48 Modesto 544-8600 * West Valley Agricultural Service 4 - Farmers & Merchants Bank + Vermeulen Company CPA
B . FISHBIO Westley 894-3121 s Riverbank 571-4023 Ripon 599-5051
Oakdale 847-6300
¢ American Chevrolet =W ¢ Stump Construction « MHK Construction Inc. J9 - Acosta & DaughtersLLC * G&F AgServices « Turlock Auto Parts
Modesto 575-1606 s Modesto 505-9730 Hughson 648-2107 § Waterford 872-4815 Escalon 599-8911 Turlock 634-4968
* Honda Kawasaki of Modesto SE=] * Branelle Properties LLC . Hawkins & Associates Engineering 30 ° Belkorp AgLLC, John Deere Dealer ° —“°ZSV- * Turlock Dairy & Refrigeration
3 Modesto 529-5424 & Oakdale 595-0256 Modesto 575-4295 = Modesto 538-3831 Modesto 578-3925 Turlock 667-6455
L5 ¢ Intero Stanislaus g S| © Coit & HewesLLC * Pacific Distributing Inc.
@ Sacramento (916) 671-2358 bS] 1S Modesto 985-0559 Hughson 883-4032
o
* Smith Chevrolet Co Inc. § =3 ° Garton Tractor Inc. * RAYCO
Turlock 632-3946 S =l Turlock 632-3931 Modesto 529-8984
O

Oakdale (209) 402-0796

Modesto 581-2571

e LGCroplns.

¢ Ahlem Foothill Farm * Db& M Ag-, * Eowler Brother Farming ¢ Melvin Wheeler ¢ Nick Blom ¢ Starkey & Lucas Farming & Cattle
Turlock 874-2477 Denair 667-7783 Waterford 409-4951 Modesto 526-9770 Modesto 522-6140 Ceres 484-0671
# | * Bobby Yamamoto Farms * David Lemos * GloryFarms ¢ Marchy Dairy * Redwood Ranches LLC e Stewart Johnson
=8 Westley 835-1750 . '\;Z:f;:f::;n 351;1( . ‘g’:t:;ft"errd ‘:’Izsze :302 Ceres 537-0630 Hughson 883-2603 Ceres 602-8899
(<1 * BradenFarms Patterson 892-854é mr-800-321-8748 ¢ McManis Farms Inc * Robert Gioletti ¢ Victor M Lopes
é’ Hughson 883-4061 N Modesto 541-9345 Turlock 667-6024 Turlock 587-5026
= | * Carol Morrett * ERoen Ranches . Hlll!:op Ranch, Inc. o Melo Farms LLC  Ron Martella Farms * Weaver Bros
= Hughson 537-6658 Winnemucca 614-5944 Ballico 874-1875 Turlock 585-7852 Hughson 883-4819 Crows Landing 854-6716
¢ Catherine Phipps Walden ° F|.re Lake Jersey * Kline Ranch ¢ Michael Van Andel ¢ Schut Ranches e Wyeth Dairy Inc.,
Ballico 667-2409 Hilmar 632-2924 Waterford 6057741 Modesto 531-4667 Patterson 892-6226 Modesto 545-2101
¢ Frank Dutra ¢ Knott Farms

Benchmark Farm Management
Riverbank 869-4290
¢ Grover Farm Management

¢ Arrowhead Insurance Agency
Modesto 524-6157
¢ DiBuduo & DeFendis .

* A.L. Gilbert
Keyes 632-2333
¢ Blue Mtn. Minerals

¢ Winton Ireland Strom & Green
Turlock, Modesto, Livingston and Hilmar
667-0995

Turlock 262-8140
Rico Pfitzer Pires Insurance Agency

Farm Management

Irrigation\Utilities

Modesto 602-3031

Lake Road Grizzly Ranch
Pomona (909) 623-1392
Fisher Capitol Investments
Modesto

Customized Water System
Turlock 988-4833

Modesto 529-2020

Columbia, 533-0127
¢ Conlin Supply
Oakdale 847-8977
¢ NuWest Milling LLC
Hughson 883-1163
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€
=
©
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=
e
)
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Turlock Irrigation District
Turlock 883-8374

Fresno 557-2759
* Hoobler Insurance Services
Patterson 601-0418
InsureCAL Insurance
Turlock 250-0269

Insurance

Alexandria Perrin LLC
Modesto 216-7027

Cover Specialty Services

Gustine 854-2000

¢ Stewart Kriese Ins Agency
Oakdale, 847-8025

¢ Western Valley Insurance Associates
Turlock 634-9031

Modesto Nuts Baseball Club
Modesto 572-4487

Quality Rodent Control, Inc.

Almond Alliance
Modesto 559-5800
Almond Board of California

Modesto 789-5123

« Casey Moving System * R&JAvila Modesto 672-9743
* Don Pedro Pumps + Maierford [nfyation Supply @3’ 531-901go_ g Hilmar 678-1723 £ c: F:itl:land- Trust
Turlock 632-3161 Waterford 847-1387 « Rocha's Valley Enterprises ) u
. « Clark Pest Control Oakdale 5811473 E Elk Grove 916-544-2712
U Larsen Pumps Modesto 556-5200 axaale 5. .« CentralValley Hispanic Chamber of C ce
o
=2

Modesto Irrigation District
Modesto 526-7373
Oakdale Irrigation District
Oakdale 847-0341

Blumen Flower Farm

Modesto 287-6010

¢ Adian Equine

* Agsafe Oakdale 847-8258
Modesto 526-4400 Da_ ave - servi
L]
R CalAgSafety airy eterlnary ervices

Oakdale 351-7092

Escalon 551-3949

Modesto 988-3864
Drone for Hire
Modesto 818-4109

Misc. Services

Keyes 667-0236

Modesto 225-4124

Modesto Chamber of Commerce
Modesto 577-5757
Oakdale Chamber of Commerce
Oakdale 847-2244

Modesto 577-3224

o . ¢ Park Greenhouse ¢ George W. Lowry * Grizzly Nut ¢ Medlen's House of Beef
2 Modesto 648-8995 Ripon 599-7545 Salida 545-0791 Waterford 874-5223 Oakdale 847-4379

§ e Burchell Nursery ¢ Roos Tree Nursery c N Valley Pacific Petroleum . * Turlock Walnut Co. 2 N The Fruit Yard

'g Oakdale 845-8733 Empire 847-2520 a Stockton (209) 948-9412 g Turlock 668-0955 g Modesto 577-3093

~= ¢ California Transplants ¢ Morris Nursery § ¢ Hunt& Sons, Inc. I Travaille & Phippen Il Rodin Farms

k] Newman 862-9420 Riverbank 527-5553 ° Modesto 522-7291 o Manteca 599-6111 4 Oakdale

g ¢ Dutch Hollow Farms "+ VandePol Enterprises (=5 “~ « RodinRanch

=]

=

For the gOOd of your fOOd o
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WWW.GREENRUBBER.COM

Everything for
Hgnculgture

Green Rubber - Kennedy Ag has the products, parts, accessories,
and customer service you need to maximize your productivity.

. CUSTOM CONVEYOR BELTS i
- URETHANE PARTS

- RENEWED BOGIE WHEELS

- PUMPS, HOSES, FITTINGS

- SPRAY NOZZLES & VALVES

- WATER TANKS & TANK TRAILERS

- SAFETY PRODUCTS & EQUIPMENT

. PRESSURE WASHERS & ACCESSORIES

. AND MUCH MORE!

{

E ennedy Ag

Ag Industrial Supply
Belting & Fabrication

Six locations to serve you. Call today!

SALINAS (831)753-6100 - MODESTO (209)538-6227 - GREENFIELD (831)674-0999
WATSONVILLE (831)761-9395 - SANTA MARIA (805)878-8877 - YUMA (928)726-6560

grimbleby coleman

certified public accountants, inc.

IC-DISC Like-kind Succession Entity Cloud-based
Implementation Exchanges Planning Selection Accounting

T —

= PR A e )
e - (S e ST &
DR A SEC W

Regional Ag
Accounting Experts!

(209) 527-4220 it's the people 200 W. Roseburg Avenue
gccpas.net behind the numbers Modesto, CA
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STANISLAUS COUNTY

FARM
BUREAU

M Let Farm Bureau help you knock out
these required trainings!

M Classes are available in English N"‘M
and Spanish.

W Farm Bureau Members get
Orchard-Rite

a discount.
M Use the QR code to register or go to
stanfarmbureau.org/events/
Pure Power. Pure Performance. Pure Orchard-Rite.
Tuesday, June 13th . XgMID
CPR & First Aid OID
8:00-11:00 am : Spanish YOSEMITE Py

1:00-4:00 pm : English @T m

) WATER & POWER

ving Central Califor ¢ 1887

2023 TRAININGS ‘

THANK YOU TO
OUR SPONSORS!

Modesto
Irrigation
District

Thursday, July 13th

Equipment Safety " TESTERN
11:00-noon : Spanish WALLEY
INSURANCE

1:00-2:00 pm : English Lic 0649647

0 American
e@e AgCredit

Your future grows here

Complimentary HR Hotline

POWERED BY

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

WORKFORCE

DEVELOPMEN

SCWD is proud to provide a NO-COST HR HOTLINE to ALL businesses
and employers in Stanislaus County!

Nationwide’

iS on your side
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FOSTER
FARMS.

— Serving Families Since 1939 —

FOR OVER 80 YEARS,

FOSTER FARMS

HAS BEEN PROUD
TO BE A PART OF THE

CENTRALVALLEY'S
AGRICULTURAL

COMMUNITY...

e Te—
. TAANGS a

~ &
NS

.




USDA Inspected
Cryovac Sealing

HACCP
Compliant

Organic Processing
Available

Parts Processing
(skinless breast, thighs, etc.)

Custom
Labeling

Sales Support

Contact us to learn more

josh@squab.com
209.595.9648

Follow us
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Farm Bureau At Work
Source: AgAlert

A “Farm Team Alert” went out
last week to California Farm
Bureau members regarding
Senate Bill 709, by state Sen.
Ben Allen, D-Santa Monica.

This legislation, if passed,
would eliminate the dairy sec-
tor’s ability to continue reduc-
ing methane emissions.

There has been tremendous
progress made on this issue,
and Farm Bureau is arguing the
legislation would hurt potential
investments in dairy digest-

ers and additional progress on
reducing future greenhouse gas
emissions.

Because of these concerns,

the Farm Bureau and a broad
agricultural coalition oppose SB
709. Farm Bureau is urging its
members to register opposition
through the Farm Team Alert
program.

California dairy and livestock
producers are required by state
law to cut methane emissions
by 40% below 2013 levels by
2030. It is important to note that
the California Air Resources
Board acknowledged the ongo-

ing progress of dairy methane
reduction efforts in its 2022
Scoping Plan for Achieving Car-
bon Neutrality.

In January, a study in the jour-
nal Atmosphere by researchers
at the University of Califor-
nia, Davis, and the California
Department of Food and Ag-
riculture also noted advance-
ments being made by manure
management technologies used
by dairies to curb methane gas
emissions. Frank Mitloehner,
director of the UC Davis Clarity
and Leadership for Environ-
mental Awareness and Re-
search Center, called the dairy

efforts “a truly bright spot on
the greenhouse gas horizon.”

The California Fish and Game
Commission is meeting in Fres-
no this week for its April 19-20
session. The agenda items to be
heard include a petition by the
Center for Biological Diversity
to list the greater sage grouse
as a protected species under the

California Endangered Species
Act.

The commission initially re-
ceived the petition at its Feb. 8-9

See WORK on page 25

106 IT, &

RAZEIT, e
OR WATCH [T BURN &

Tuolumne County Farm Bureau

THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS!

e AL Gilbert Company

o Qakdale, (209) 847-1721

e Conifer Communications Inc
o Sonora, (209) 532-5859

¢ Nordvik Enterprises

o Copperopolis, (510) 299-2789

e Sierra Motors
o Jamestown, (209) 984-5272

¢ Sierra Resource Management Inc
o Sonora, (209) 984-1146

e Armstrong Logging
o Twain Harte, (209) 586-1384

e Aspen Meadow Pack Station
o Sonorg, (209) 965-3402

e Auto Motion
o Sonora, (209) 533-2886

e Benton Roberson CPAs LLP
o Sonora, (209) 586-5236

¢ Blue Mountain Minerals
o Columbia, (209) 533-0127

e California Reforestation Inc
o Sonorg, (209) 840-1326

e Canepa & Sons Well Drilling
o Sonorg, (209) 532-1136

e Cedar Ridge Apple Ranch LLC
o Sonorg, (209) 533-9463

(209) 522-7278

e Crook Logging Inc

o Groveland, (209) 902-7716
Diestel Turkey Ranch

o Sonora, (209) 532-4950
Doherty Tire of Sonora

o Standard, (209) 532-3484
Fulton Trucking Inc.

o Groveland, (209) 962-4350
General Plumbing Supply

o Sonora, (209) 532-5573
Hurst Ranch

o Jamestown, (209) 984-3016
Left Coast Land Clearing

o Sonora, (209) 536-9174
Lockhart Appraisal

o Soulsbyville

Sweet Water Farm & Ranch Co. LLC

o Columbia, (209) 588-3338
Taylor Masonary Inc.

o Sonorg, (209) 928-3219
Tuolumne Utilities District

o Sonora, (209) 770-8902
Twain Harte Lumber & Hardware

o Twain Harte, (209) 586-3571
Valley Pacific Petroleum

o Stockton, (209) 948-9412
Yosemite Farm Credit

o Turlock, (209) 667-2366
Yosemite Clean Energy

o Mariposa, (209) 800-2831
Yosemite Title Co.

o Sonora, (209) 694-8326

@ abid@stanfarmbureau.org




April 21, 2023 Stanislaus Farm News — 19

Discounted
Stanislaus County
Fair Tickets
Go On Sale April 22nd!

Available Online:
StanCoFair.com

Discounted fair admission tickets,
Arena motorsport tickets and

unlimited ride wristbands.
Hurry, offer ends July 6!

~ gstanCoFair

#StanCoFaijr

FAIR AND ARENA TICKETS:

STANCOFAIR.COM

l.J. Larsen
Pumps, inc.

MODESTO HILMAR
(209)529-2020 (209)634-7276

Agricultural

License# 276660

Residential
Industrial
Commercial

From Don Morelli on page 9

married to a perfect woman.
We built this together,” Don
shared as eyes glanced over his
beautiful home.

Today Don has seven grand-
children, three great-grandchil-
dren and one more on the way,
“I thank God everyday.”

Over the last decades Don has
served on Hospital Boards,
hosted San Francisco students
on his dairy, written seven
books and traveled the world.

I asked Don, “You seem to be a
busy guy with a lot of irons still
in the fire.” “Well,” said Don,
“God didn't put me here to
waste time. I make it a goal to
accomplish something daily.”

Today Don's favorite hobby is
spending time in his barn refur-
bishing tools. I was fortunate
enough to end the interview
with a tour of the barn and all
of Don’s projects, and let me
just say, it's quite impressive.

While sitting, in what can only
be described as Don’s spot in
the house, he makes himself
comfy in his chair that looks
out a large window. Just over
his right shoulder, hanging on
the wall, perfectly spaced, are
framed pictures of the people
who have influenced Don's life.
“Each day I look at each photo,
I say a little prayer for the
people who have influenced my
life.” What a sweet message of
gratitude.

As we began to wrap things up,
I asked Don what advice would
you give our current president.
“Be thankful that you are work-
ing with farmers. They believe
in God, hard work, taking care
of the soil and their fellow

7

man.

Wow, I can only hope that as a
County Farm Bureau we contin-
ue to have the privilege of tell-
ing the story of farmers, ranch-
ers and dairymen like Don.
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From Pete Verburg on page 8
Lyons and Llyod Stueve.

After 59 years in the dairy busi-
ness Pete still loves it. “Every
day is a new challenge, some-
thing different. Pete is proud of
the quality of milk they pro-
duce, and recently earned the
Milk Quality Award from the
State of California.

But like so many others in our
industry, Pete talks about the
trials of labor, land cost and
over regulation and water
shortages.

And like so many successful
dairy farms, it takes a strong
team. “Janie put up with a lot
while I was out at Farm Bureau
meetings, she was always very
supportive of my time away
from the dairy. Janie chimed in,

bankofstockton.com

'II

“he never missed a meeting!

Pete has some words for our
current President Eric Heinrich.
“So many times, people join
boards for the wrong reasons,
they are glory hounds, you get
out of Farm Bureau what you
put into it - get something done!
Don’t just show up, eat dinner
and repeat!”

While you won'’t see Pete at
Board Meetings any more,
come to an Annual Meeting.
Each year he joins us and opens
the meeting by singing ‘God
Bless America.’

Pete closed with this, “thank
you to Farm Bureau for the
activism, yesterday, today, and
tomorrow.”
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Morvre than Chickens

By: Anna Genasci

I went to jail last week. Yes, you
read that right. Well, I actually
visited jail. I thought I would
spend an hour or so meeting
with the Sheriff and members
on his team to discuss the new
laying hen and goat facilities.
But, what transpired was three
hours with the Lieutenant and
Deputy who are really trying to
make a difference.

I have always believed that
agriculture was special and
that the people working with
animals and in the soil have the
best job in the world. But it's

more than that. Working with
animals and having responsibil-
ity for something beyond your-
self can be transformative.

Over a year ago, the Sheriff
was at a conference where he
learned more about the 11,000
acre farm in Tulare County Jail.
Sheriff Jeff Dirkse thought to
himself, “what can we do with
the space that we have?” While
they don't have 11,000 acres to
work with, they do have room
enough for a chicken coop and
a goat barn.

About a year ago, Lieutenant
Timothy Burns and Deputy
Mack Quillen, tested their agri-
cultural skills, piloting 20 laying
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hens - their version of an inmate
operated farm.

Lieutenant Burns has been with
the Sherift's Department for
about 17 years while Deputy
Quillen just the last 6, having
had an entire career previ-
ously in the construction busi-
ness. Those skills have come in
handy starting the farm with a
coop for the chickens.

Now keep in mind, these gen-
tlemen aren't farmers by trade
and had to learn the ins and
outs of caring for the animals
before bringing in inmates and
training them.

“The agriculture community
has been very
supportive,”
shared Lieuten-
ant Burns, “we
got help from
companies like JS
West and Foster
| Farms, and they
| even donated
some of the sup-
| plies.”

The 20 laying
hens quickly
grew to 150 as
the program be-
came a favorite of
inmates who are
| serving their time
in the REACT
Center and meet
the qualifications
for the program.

The REACT (Re-
Entry and En-
hanced Alterna-
tive to Custody
Training) Center
is a 51,000sf
complex located

within the 127

‘M acre Stanislaus

|

T
S T

. @ County Public

¥

B Safety Center

' site. The REACT
consists of 2
separate build-
ings connected
by a courtyard.

The goal of the
REACT Center is
to reduce recidi-
vism, the ten-

dency of a convicted criminal
to reoffend. Lieutenant Burns
shared, “we want hands-on
activities and education. Ag-
riculture is big in this commu-
nity. Hopefully we're planting
a seed of interest that can lead
to meaningful employment and
open doors for them down the
road.”

Deputy Quillen oversees the
program on a daily basis and
shared that both male and
female inmates enjoy the pro-
gram. “They love it. They col-
lect the eggs, they wash them,
they clean the nesting boxes
and feed and water the birds
daily. It's time outside of the
unit, it's time outside and I see
them taking ownership and
pride while they learn to care
for these animals.”

The eggs are collected daily and
hard-boiled in the kitchen and
made available to inmates and
staff. As the chickens became
popular the team decided to
dabble in the goat business.

Now, you may know that our
Stanislaus County Sheriff is Jeff
Dirkse and that he also serves
as a coroner. But did you know
he is also Director of OES?

And this is where the goats
come in. Goats can be a use-
ful resource for fire abatement.
They're called ‘nature's lawn-
mowers’ for a reason. Goats
are hungry, agile, and far from
picky. Across California, herds
of goats are being used to pre-
vent wildfires. The Sheriff will
use them for weed abatement
on county property.

Sheriff Dirkse shared that the
goats “haven't been deployed
yet,” but they are already a
favorite part of REACT’s pro-
gram. Right now, the goats en-
joy the comforts of a cozy barn
and fields for grazing cared for
by the inmates.

Of course while visiting, I got
to meet the chickens, the goats
and Kizi, the Anatolian Shep-
herd goat-guard-dog.

See Chickens on page 23
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Livestock
Passes have come to
Stanislaus County

Source: Stanislaus County Ag
Commissioner’s Offfice

Keeping with this issue’s theme
of Livestock, the Stanislaus
County Agricultural Commis-
sioner’s Office would like to
introduce our newest program,
Livestock Pass. The purpose

of the Livestock Pass program
is to provide a pathway for
bona fide commercial livestock
producer passholders to access
to their properties to care for
stock during wildfire or similar
disaster when roads are closed
and evacuations have been
ordered.

The Livestock Pass state-wide
legal framework was brought
forward in Assembly Bill 1103
by Megan Dahle, and after a
series of amendments, signed
into law by Governor Newsom
in October 2021. The years of
drought and series of wild-
fire events across the state in
recent years has definitely
highlighted the plight of Cattle
Ranchers. Some areas of the
state have seen not just huge

losses of rangeland but huge
losses of livestock. Since the
passage of AB1103, the frame-
work has been established so
any county board of supervi-
sors can approve a Livestock
Pass program for their county.
Stanislaus County took the
Livestock Pass program to the
board of supervisors in No-
vember 2022 and set to work
building out the program.

The bill lays out the require-
ments to qualify for a pass.
Each ranching operation must
supply documentation from

a list to prove they are a com-
mercial enterprise. Maps must
be provided for any parcel
where access is sought. Inspec-
tions of the livestock may take
place for verification purposes.
There are also requirements for
the personal information that
must be listed on each issued
pass and definitions for what
constitutes a qualified livestock
producer. Each pass applicant
must attend a mandatory fire
safety training covering basic
fire behavior, communications
during a disaster emergency,
and incident command struc-
ture. The State Fire Marshal
was given until January 1, 2023,
to develop the curriculum.

|
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Livestock Passes will be is-
sued to owners, operators, or
managerial employees of com-
mercial livestock operations.
The property must be within
the State Responsibility Area
(CalFire responsibility), be at
least 20 acres in size, and be
stocked with at least 20 head
or 20 beehives. Prior to a Pass
being issued, a qualified pro-
ducer must attend a 4-hour fire
safety workshop presented by
CalFire. Access with a livestock
pass shall be limited to the
purposes of sheltering, mov-
ing, transporting, evacuating,
feeding, watering, or adminis-
tering veterinary care to live-
stock, or providing local exper-
tise (identifying access roads,
water points, and other local
knowledge) that may assist
firefighters or other emergency
response personnel. Possession
of an Ag Livestock Pass card
does not grant any rights or
privileges and does not neces-
sarily mean the cardholder will
be able to pass through road
closures to get to their farm

or ranch. If there is imminent
danger, front-line emergency
personnel are empowered to
use discretion when it comes
to protecting emergency crews
and the public from unneces-
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sary exposure to risk.

However, in those cases when
the boundaries of the closure
area include agricultural land
not deemed at imminent risk,
the Livestock Pass may allow
managerial employees or own-
ers access to agricultural prop-
erty at the discretion of front-
line emergency personnel.

Now that all of the pieces have
been developed and put into
place, the Stanislaus County
Agricultural Commissioner’s
office has worked with the UC
Cooperative Extension Office
to set up our first fire training
safety training sessions and to
start accepting applications.
This year’s training sessions are
being held in conjunction with
long standing area rancher’s
meetings. The first is being
held on the Westside at the
West Stan Fire District on April
6, 2023, and the second will be
held for the Eastside at Harvest
Hall on April 17, 2023. Appli-
cations can be found on our
website at https://www.stanag.
org/ag-livestock-pass.shtm.




From Chickens on page 21

Deputy Quillen built a portable
water station and the goats
travel with fencing to keep
them in the area that needs
some pruning.

Like the chickens, inmates are
responsible for their care, feed-
ing, checking water, providing
supplements and minerals, and

= ———

checking thor hooves.

The animal units are not the
only opportunities made avail-
able for inmates serving in the
REACT Center. There is an
on-site welding program, land-
scaping and inmates can serve
on the graffiti abatement team
and roadside pickup. They can
learn to operate tractors, lawn
mowers, and skid steers. The
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philosophy is, keep them busy,
build their skills, and keep
them learning.

While many jails and prisons
have programs for inmates,

the REACT Center has a one-
to-one ratio. Lieutenant Burns
explained that for every bed

in the Center, there is a corre-
sponding chair in a classroom
for an inmate to participate in a
program.

These programs allow inmates
time outside Monday through
Friday, multiple times a day, to
care for these animals.

During my visit, I was given the
opportunity to speak with two
female inmates who are active
participants in the laying hen
and goat programs.

Per their request, I will not
share their names, but I will
share their comments about the
programs.

“It teaches responsibility and I
love being outside, it's a good
program. It teaches me how

to take care of the animals,

how to work with tools - some-
thing to look forward to. This
county really tries to help you. I
worked as a ranch hand at one
time and I really like working
with the goats, I have a favorite

4

one.

Having just visited the goats

I knew exactly the one she
meant, the super friendly one
who wanted to nibble the cuffs
of my jeans.

She also shared that she has
completed a microsoft office
program and is a member of the
WOW group, “Women of Wis-
dom.

Well she may have loved the
goats. The other inmate I spoke
with really enjoys the chickens.

“I have no farming background,
but I do love animals and now

I know I could do this. I love
working with the chickens.
There's more to do than with
the goats.”

She also shared with pride
that she had finished the ACCI
packets, a self-paced educa-
tional program that results in a
certificate.

So what do next steps look like?
Lieutenant Burns shared that
someday, down the road, he
would love to see a super gar-
den, but likes to take on these
projects slowly and do it right.

I must say that doing this
interview was impactful. It
solidified my belief that work-
ing with animals and the soil
can truly be transformative. I
saw the look on the inmates’
faces as they spoke with pride
about these animal programs,
where they get to care for these
animals.

And the other key takeaway.
People like Lieutenant Burns,
Deputy Quillen and the Sheriff
are truly trying to give these
folks a chance at meaningful
employment after serving their
time. The ultimate goal is to
never see these inmates back in
custody again.

A huge thank you to Lieutenant
Burns and Deputy Quillen for
spending a better part of their
day with me, talking about the
program and sharing the amaz-
ing programs they are making
happen!
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From WORK on page 18

meeting for evaluation and is
due to provide its recommenda-
tion.

The greater sage grouse is a
large, gallinaceous bird that
evolved in sagebrush eco-
systems. It is completely de-
pendent on large expanses of
sagebrush-dominated habitat
for existence.

The bird depends on a variety
of semiarid shrub-grassland
habitats throughout its life
cycle. Because sage grouse
depend on high-quality habitats
that historically were extensive
in nature, the birds are often
used as an indicator of the
health of a broader ecosystem
of sagebrush-dependent spe-
cies.

California Farm Bureau has
long worked with the U.S.
Bureau of Land Management,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services
and the California Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife when
concerns regarding the species
have developed. Farm Bureau’s
ranching members continue to
work proactively within sage
grouse habitats to reduce con-

flict between livestock and the
birds.

Farm Bureau staff is participat-
ing in the Fish and Game Com-
mission hearing and providing
comments.

Senate Bill 505, sponsored by
the California Farm Bureau and
the California Department of
Insurance, passed from the Sen-
ate Insurance Committee with

unanimous bipartisan support

bill moves this week to the Sen-

MIKE HEINRICH
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last week. (See related com-
mentary on Page 2 from Napa
County Farm Bureau President
Peter Nissen and CEO Ryan
Klobas.)

Authored by state Sen. Susan
Rubio, D-Baldwin Park, SB 505
would instruct the California
FAIR Plan to include commer-
cial insurance policies in a pro-
cess called the “clearinghouse”
that is limited today to home-
owner policies.

The bill would help farmers by
moving homeowner and com-
mercial insurance policies back
to the competitive marketplace
and stabilize the FAIR Plan. The

ate Appropriations Committee.
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2023 LAST BREAKFAST &
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

Nearly $90,000 is awarded
annually to MJC Agriculture
students.

American AgCredit Scholarship
Madison Kelley
Kyle Walker

Susan Belleville Switzer CDIA
Memorial

Anthony Agueda

Alayna Azevedo

Hartley Silva

Dr. Robert & Virginia Beck
Family Endowment Agriculture
Scholarship

Morgan Gravatt

Melanie Wolf

Martin Bianchi Agriculture
Scholarship

Sienna Davies

Jana Fontana

Madison Kelley

Dylan Newsome

John Boer, Jr. Memorial Schol-
arship
Daniel Narez

Charles Bracco Agriculture Me-
morial Scholarship

Anthony Agueda

Anthony Diniz

Charlie E. Bracco, Jr. Farming
Scholarship

Troy Bauman

Cadence Decoite

Daniela Romero

Glen & Ethel Bradshaw Memo-
rial Poultry Scholarship
Cora-Rose Allison

California Grain & Feed Asso-
ciation Scholarship
Jersey Tager

Cardoza Excellence Scholarship
Erica Mattingly
Julyessa Struckmeyer

Hal Carlton Dairy Scholarship
Anthony Agueda

Alayna Azevedo

Hartley Silva

Lauryn Young

Blake Zimmer

L.P. Cole - MJC Ag Education
Fund Scholarship

Aaron Cover

Vernon Chase Dairy Scholar-
ship

Hartley Silva

Dave’s Meats Scholarship
Emily Sisco

John C. De Boer Agriculture
Scholarship

Daniel Morado

Maris Prado

Louis C. De Boer Agriculture
Scholarship
Isabell Thompson

Bob Dexter Memorial Scholar-
ship

Garret Hicks

Dominic Robles

Far West Turkey Convention
Scholarship
Sienna Davies

Fiscalini Family Dairy Scholar-
ship
Alayna Azevedo

George Gagos Family Agricul-
ture Scholarship

Aidan Alberto

Clara J. Gonsalves Memorial
Scholarship

Madison Mendes

Roy Johnson Ag Memorial
Scholarship
Selom Horlortu

Trent Johnson Memorial Schol-
arship
Diego Angel

Fredrick Knorr Memorial Schol-
arship
Daniel Nunez

Edward Leal Memorial Schol-
arship
Madison Kelley

Angelo Luchessa Memorial Ag-
riculture Scholarship
Diego Angel

Braden Crosson
Anthony Diniz
Andrew Farao

Ian Hartt

William Heckinger
Daniel Morado
Emilio Naranjo
Bryce Rocha

Kyle Walker

Olga Luchessa Memorial Agri-
culture Scholarship
Alayna Azevedo
Abigail Freeman
Morgan Gravatt
Jillian Heidman
Vanessa Hermosillo
Erica Mattingly
Maris Prado

Daniela Romero
Julyessa Struckmeyer
Jersey Tager

Evelyn Mayman Memorial
Scholarship

Darren Doek

Alyssa Partner

Dave Mesenhimer Memorial Ag
Scholarship

Hartley Silva

Julyessa Struckmeyer

Robert & Mary Lu Miller
Scholarship

Gabriella Niederbrach

M]JC Agriculture Faculty Emeri-
tus Scholarship
Abigail Freeman

Richard & Sylvia Nimphius Ag
Scholarship

Grace Harkrader

Marissa Vivanco

Fran Nunes Memorial Scholar-
ship
Adam Montoya

Georgia & Jimmy Pappas Star-
dust Farms, Inc. Dairy Scholar-
ship

Blake Zimmer

Sam Rutherford Memorial
Scholarship
Morgan Gravatt




San Joaquin — Stanislaus Cat-
tlemen Scholarship

Lorna Phillips

Isaac Vasquez

Sierra Research Laboratories,
Inc. Scholarship

Dilea Alvarez

Troy Bauman

Pauline Smith Trust Agriculture
Scholarship
Faith Swope

Stanislaus California Women
for Agriculture (CWA) Scholar-
ship

Cadence Decoite

Madison Kelley

Kirsten Larson

Madison Mendes

Dylan Newsome

Jennifer Garcia Urenda

Stanislaus County Farm Bu-
reau Scholarship

Madison Kelley

Jersey Tager

Jane & Romaine Stewart Me-

morial Scholarship
Tyler Miranda

Ernest A. Tarone Memorial
Scholarship
Larynne Holland

Van Egmond Family Agriculture
Scholarship
Olivia Collins
Braden Crosson
Jacob Dugo

Erica Mattingly
Rebecca Mendoza
Adam Montoya
Frances Pierce
Emily Sisco
Denisse Zamora

Joseph & Diane Venturini Agri-
culture Scholarship
Anthony Agueda

Otis Vlach Agriculture Scholar-
ship
Alyssa Partner

Dwight "Doc” Wait — Orna-
mental Horticulture
Scholarship
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Cadence Decoite

Young Farmers Club
Scholarship
Anthony Agueda
Alayna Azevedo
Olivia Collins
Sienna Davies
Cadence Decoite
Abigail Freeman
Garret Hicks
Madison Kelley
Kirsten Larson
Emilio Naranjo
Frances Pierce
Maris Prado
Daniela Romero
Julyessa Struckmeyer
Faith Swope

Jersey Tager

Yosemite Foods, Inc. Scholar-
ship

Josh Hack

Grace Harkrader

Betty Zaiger Memorial Scholar-
ship
Erica Mattingly

KYLE E. DALRYMPLE
KAY A. AUSTIN

JOHN E. DAVIS, ARA
ALYSSA L. HAINES

8408 N. Lander Avenue
Hilmar, CA 95324

RICHARD L. KILGORE, ARA

TIFFANY L. HOLMES, ARA

7Ly

Edwards, Lien & Toso, Inc.

Agricultural Appraisal Services

Providing Full Service Agricultural Valuation Products

e-mail: info@eltappraisers.com
www.eltappraisers.com

RANDAL H. EDWARDS, ARA

JEFFREY A. LIEN

ANTHONY J. TOSO, ARA

Office: (209) 634-9484
Fax: (209) 634-0765

MARTIN SEANEZ, ARA
JOHN J. STROHMAIER
MARY ANNE DORES
STEPHANIE J. BENGARD
GEORGE L. MORASCI
JASON L. EDWARDS

Daniel Morado

William Merriam / Yosemite
Farm Credit “Outstanding
Freshman” Scholarship
Sienna Davies

Frances Pierce

Donker/Cover “Outstanding
Sophomore” Ag Scholarship
Erica Mattingly

Julyessa Struckmeyer

Burchell Nursery Leadership
Award Agriculture Scholarship
Sienna Davies

Frances Pierce

2022 “SOPHOMORE” VOSS-
BERRYHILL
Anthony Agueda
Alayna Azevedo

Jack Bertram
Maddison Cortese
Braden Crosson
Abigail Freeman
Morgan Gravatt
Katelyn Gross
Larynne Holland
Madison Kelley

Erica Mattingly
Daniel Morado
Emilio Naranjo
Dylan Newsome
Alyssa Partner

Maris Prado

Bryce Rocha

Alondra Sanchez
Hartley Silva
Julyessa Struckmeyer
Faith Swope

Jersey Tager

Carlos Villegas-Arroyo
Kyle Walker

Melanie Wolf

Gracie Xavier

PACIFIC EGG & POULTRY
ASSOCIATION “Good Egg”
Scholarship

Anthony Agueda

Troy Bauman

Sienna Davies

Abigail Freeman

Morgan Gravatt

Maris Prado

Julyessa Struckmeyer
Melanie Wolf

PACIFIC EGG & POULTRY
ASSOCIATION Western Poul-
try Scholarship

Julyessa Struckmeyer

Cadence DeCoite

Sienna Davies
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Storms create challenges for small farmers and farmers markets
Storms that battered farms across California took an especially
harsh toll on small organic farmers who rely on farmers markets
to sell their produce. Across the Sacramento Valley, organic farm-
ers have reported harvest and planting delays, which will be felt
for months. The flood impacts come after a challenging winter,
in which crop losses and production gaps resulted in slim veg-
etable selections at farmers markets. Meanwhile, the unusually
wet weather may test organic farmers, who are wary of pests and
diseases this year.

Imperial Valley farmers await federal actions on Colorado River
supplies

The federal government is considering two options to prevent
the Colorado River from running dry. Both plans announced

last week would require water users in the river’s Lower Basin

to dramatically cut their use. The April 11 announcement of the
two plans by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation came after the seven
states that draw water from the river failed over several months
to form a consensus on how to cut their water use. The outcome
could significantly affect farming in California’s Imperial Valley.

Farmers in Shasta, Scott River regions still face state water re-
strictions

Farmers along the Scott River and Shasta River watersheds in
Siskiyou County have faced curtailments of water supplies since
2021. After storms dramatically increased snowpack and reservoir
levels this year, a March 23 executive order by the governor tem-
porarily suspended drought curtailment orders for some water-
sheds. But farmers in the Shasta and Scott watersheds respectively
will remain under drought-emergency restrictions until at least
April 30 and May 2, state officials say.

New California program pays ranchers for livestock losses, im-
pacts from wolves

A new state program is compensating ranchers for livestock losses
due to wolf depredation. California has allocated $3 million for
the pilot program. The first two parts were implemented last year
to begin compensating farmers for livestock losses and
deterrence. By early April this year, 32 applications had
been processed and approved, with a total compensation
request of nearly $440,000. Of the 32 applications, 11 were
for direct livestock losses and 21 were for wolf deterrence
methods.

California’s top citrus region digs out of muck after storms
Growers in Tulare County normally enjoy harvest and fra-
grant orange blossoms this time of year. But last month’s
flooding requires an extensive cleanup operation and is a
major challenge for the state’s top citrus-growing region.
The county produces California’s largest share of navel
and Valencia oranges and mandarins. Now farmers are
dealing with standing water in groves, mucky sediment
and driftwood strewn across their ranches. More than 60%

of the citrus crop has been picked, but the wet weather has result-
ed in export windows being missed.

Six groundwater subbasins working to improve sustainability
plans

California water officials have signaled a willingness to allow

six San Joaquin Valley groundwater subbasins to bring aquifer
plans into compliance with state sustainability mandates. Officials
have ruled that plans for the six subbasins fail to meet require-
ments of California’s Sustainable Groundwater Management Act,
which could trigger state intervention. However, the State Water
Resources Board is so far allowing the subbasins —Chowchilla,
Delta-Mendota, Kaweah, Kern County, Tulare Lake and Tule—to
improve plans to bring aquifers into balance.

Rice, corn and dry bean plantings expected to increase, as wheat
acreage declines

Having more water this year has not necessarily boosted state
plantings of field crops. Of crops tracked by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, only three—corn, rice and dry beans—are
projected to increase in acreage. Rice, in particular, is expected

to make a major comeback. Last year, the Sacramento Valley rice
region fallowed vast acreage. This year, California’s rice plantings
are expected to reach 404,000 acres—compared to 256,000 acres in
2022. But total wheat acreage this year is expected to be among the
lowest in state history.

EPA gives go-ahead to California’s zero-emissions truck plan
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has approved Cali-
fornia’s plan to phase out the sale of diesel-fueled heavy-duty
trucks. The plan covers big rigs that transport much of the state’s
agricultural goods, as California seeks to reduce pollution and
carbon emissions. Agricultural groups, including the California
Farm Bureau, have expressed concerns that the California Air Re-
sources Board’s zero-emissions plan could disrupt transportation
of livestock and fresh produce across the state due to a shortage of
electric vehicles, charging stations and drivers.

WHOLESALE TIRES & WHEELS

Commercial/Passenger/4x4/SUV
Semi Truck / Farm & Dairy

Open 6 Days a Wek—Mngi —Saturda__a_

STOP| Before you start
a project that requires
digging, BeAwarel

wosBe Aware

MODESTO IRRIGATION DISTRICT

THINK! LOOK! Can't you
BeAwar-g of see 'rhem?y CALL %Spgnfv%u DIG
power lines 1-800-642-2444
underground| 2

<

REMEMBER to STOP, THINK, LOOK!
BeAware - The Power is there!  ".MID
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Rico, PFITZER, PIRES & ASSOCIATES

INSURANCE AGENCY, INC. Lic 0499798

YOUR
FUTURE

"Proudly celebrating over 50 years of excellence in our industry"

Bobby Rosa Lucia Farao Leroy Rocha
(209) 856-8820 (209) 856-8846 (209) 856-8839
brosa@rppins.com Ifarao@rppins.com Irocha@rppins.com

Jeff Wolf Leslie Machado Tammy Gray Rosie DelLaCruz
(209) 856-8821 (209) 856-8814 (209) 856-8885 (209) 856-8840
jwolf@rppins.com Imachado@rppins.com  t8ray@rppins.com rdelacruz@rppins.com

Call us today for a personalized Insurance Consultation!

(800) 399-7473  (209) 854-2000 ¢ WWW.rppins.com

jer @ NATIONWIDE®

On Your Side’

WA S3 Farm Certified Agency

VALLEY PACIFIC

COMMITTED TO
SERVING YOUR NEEDS.

The change in agriculture today is just a
glimpse of what lies ahead. It's why, more
than ever, we are committed to being the
partner you can trust, who understands Delivered Fuels | Lubricants | CFN Cardlock
your needs and delivers value to help you
achieve your goals.

member of

CFN

A FleetCor Company

alongside you, as you lead the way. PETRO CANADA ,/
. _ LUBRICANTS Valvoline. .
American 1 .

AgCredit Pa t ﬁo t ;(****Iii*

Your future grows here
Premium Products

Chevron

Wherever agriculture goes, we’ll be there,

(P
09

NN
/4

Visit agloan.com/growyourfuture

W I I C I i I ]
A Part of the Farm Credit System. @ Equal Opportunity Lender. e u e a I O r n I a

Family Owned & Locally Managed Since 1947
(209)948-9412 | www.vpps.net
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Efficient Irrigation Pays

Set yourself up for an efficient irrigation season by following these steps:

Irrigation System Maintenance Checklist
for California Almonds Growers

- At the Pump:
. a [ | check Pump Flow Rate & Pressure
— I:‘ Repair Leaks at Pump Station
@ L Service Pumps & Oilers
. D Service Pump Electrical Panel
[ ] Review & Verify Filter Controller Flush Times
— . 7]:,,”89;'\({99 Filters for Leaks & Media Condition

&= [ | Flush Main & Submains
@ [ | Flush Irrigation Laterals & Hoses
8 [ ] service Air Vents
B [ | Repair Leaking Riser Tee's
| [ | Spot Check Irrigation Line Pressures
- D Replace Broken or Worn Sprinkler Nozzles &
M Spaghetti Hose

Scan QR code for free u e @ F
Sy - | californi

grower resources and
irrigation tools.

McAuley Ford

250 N. El Circulo Ave.
Patterson, CA. 95363
www.mcauleyford.com

alecmcauley11@gmail.com

almonds

Almond Board of California

ALEC MCAULEY

- Sales Consultant
Direct: (209) 892-3341
Fax: (209) 892-3205 -
From Modesto: (209) 527-0550

P ot (T




LEADS AGRICULTURAL &

AGRIBUSINESS SUMMER CAMP

EXPLORE EXCITING AGRICULTURAL
SCIENCE CAREERS AT STAN STATE

Join us for the 7th annual Leadership Experiences in
Agricultural Development & Sciences (LEADS)
Program.

This USDA grant-funded program provides leadership
and experiential learning activities for high school
students (junior & seniors) and community college
students.

Enjoy a FREE weeklong interactive day camp, where
you will:

Participate in exciting hands-on educational
activities

Explore career opportunities in the food and
agriculture industry

Go on behind-the-scenes tours of agribusinesses
Engage in field and lab activities

Take campus tours—and much more!

Community College Students: June 5-9

High School Students: June 12 -16
Mon - Fri 9 AM - 4 PM

FREE | SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES | DAILY PRIZES

REGISTER NOW: CSUSTAN.EDU/AGRICULTURE/SUMMER-LEADS-PROGRAM
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: MAY 19, 2023
LIMITED SPACE

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
DR. ROTIMI ODEH
AGLEADS@CSUSTAN.EDU
(209) 667-3961

USDA-HSI GRANT AWARD # 2019-38422-30206

SIGN UP!

[=]
T
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LOGIT, GRAZEIT OR
WATCHIT BURN

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

BUY NOW! SEE PRICING AND DETAILS BELOW.

Contact us to purchase or
visit Hurst Ranch or Rawhide
Meats!

(209) 522-7278

FOR EVERY PHASE
OF NUT PROPUCTION...

WEVEGOT{YOU

- SN Eligible for the r pronn |
| SRl Ehl?éW?DUST ‘
E 9

ut Harvester |
Repl'\:acement Program |
by the San Joaquin' |
’ Valley Air Pollution i
Control District

HARVESTERS

LOW-DUST CONDITIONERS |

-

SPRAYERS

CALL U5
FOR MOKE INFO,

PLEASE VISIT T0 SCHEDILE
EXACfCOKP.COM Yole HARVESsT
[9/4 CALLgéOO Harvesting Systems VEMOs

209.544. -
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Eat Local, Buy California Grown

Eighty-five percent of California consumers say it is
important to them to purchase foods grown in California. .

The California Poultry Federation encourages you to buy California Grown 1 N

poultry products. Supporting all California-grown food products results in W
higher food quality, improved food safety, and higher environmental and animal

welfare standards, in addition to significant economic benefits to Californians.

— Family Owned Since 1939 —
\ P

=2 )
(—
N =,

RIM

FA R M
—of California

Petaluma Poultry Rosie Organic

SQUAB

PRODUCERS

Dalton Rasmussen, Squab Producers of California--Chairman
David Rubenstein, Pitman Family Farms--Vice Chairman
Jason Arnold, Petaluma Poultry--Secretary/Treasurer
Tom Bower, Foster Farms--Past Chairman
Bill Mattos, California Poultry Federation--President

ltry

Y FEDERATION

4640 Spyres Way, Suite 4 «+ Modesto, CA 95356 - (209) 576-6355 « www.cpif.org




