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Agricultural Employment Policy

On April 17, the Assembly Labor and
Employment Committee considered and
rejected Assembly Bill (AB) 3056, Assem-
blymember James Gallagher (R Yuba City),
which would have revised the Labor Code
to allow agricultural employees to work up
to 8 hours in a workday and 48 hours in a
workweek, effectively allowing employees
to be employed for up to six full 8 hour
days with no overtime liability on the part
of the employer. The vote was two aye As-
semblymembers Heath Flora (R Modesto),
and Juan Alanis (R Modesto) to five no
Assemblymembers Liz Ortega (D San
Leandro), Chair; Juan Carillo (D Los Ange-
les); Christopher Ward (D San Diego); Alex
Lee (D Milpitas); and Rick Chavez Zbur

(D Hollywood). Several of those opposing
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Leases - Share Crop - Management
Orchard Development
Shaking - Sweeping - Harvesting

Walnut Hulling & Drying
Almond Drying - Orchard Spraying

Give us a call to discuss your orchard farming needs

Gordon (209)595-2207
Philip (209)595-2491

Jerad (209)595-4966
Eric (209)605-3663
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LEGISLATIVE AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

AB 3056 expressed a willingness to engage
the concerns of rural California residents,
and the hearing included a robust discus-
sion of interpretation of statistics indicating
that agricultural employees have suffered
loss of hour and income as a result of the
implementation of the most recent revision
of agricultural overtime requirements, AB
1066 (2016). Farm Bureau supports AB 3056.
Staff: Bryan Little, blittle@cfbf.com

On April 16, the Assembly Judiciary
Committee passed Assembly Bill (AB)

2499 Assemblymember Pilar Schiavo (D
Chatsworth), which expands the availabil-
ity of job-protected leaves to employers of
five employees (presently 25 employees) for
virtually any conceivable eventuality re-
lated to supporting a family-member crime
or violence victim (defined so broadly as

to include non-family members) for a huge
variety of purposes. AB 2499 also requires
an employee to offer reasonable accom-
modation for employees in these situations.
The bill passed 7-2 and was referred to the
Assembly Appropriations Committee. Farm
Bureau opposes. Staff: Bryan Little, blittle@
cfbf.com

On April 17, the Assembly Labor & Em-
ployment Committee passed Assembly Bill
(AB) 2751 Assemblymember Matt Haney
(D San Francisco), which requires employ-
ers to establish strict pre-set working hours
for all employees and creates a “right to
disconnect” from off-schedule communica-
tions from employers except in the event of
an emergency or schedule change. Alleged
violations would result in an investigation
by the Labor Commissioner and potential
employer fines. Farm Bureau opposes due
to the undue restriction on employer/em-

ployee flexibility in necessary communica-
tions. Staff: Bryan Little, blittle@cfbf.com

Assembly Bill (AB) 2754, Assemblymember
Anthony Rendon (D Lakewood), expands
Labor Code Section 2810 client employer
liability for wages and workers compen-
sation originally established in 2014 from
client-contractor relationships to shipper-
carrier relationships, exposing agricultural
shippers to liability for carriers transport-
ing containerized freight. This will further
squeeze small carriers already stressed by
more stringent employer/contractor defini-
tions in AB 5 (2019) and restrict options for
agricultural shippers. AB 2754 passed the
Assembly Labor and Employment Commit-
tee on April 17. Farm Bureau opposes. Staff:
Bryan Little, blittle@cfbf.com

On April 18, the Cal/OSHA Standards
Board announced its next steps on the
Indoor Heat Illness Standard, which it
originally approved at its March meeting
in spite of its defective cost and economic
impact analysis. The Administrative Proce-
dures Act requires the Department of Fi-
nance to reject a regulation unaccompanied
by required analysis, but the Government
Code allows a 120-day window to “fix” a
defective regulation, apparently outside the
one-year window for approval of proposed
Cal/OSHA regulations (the one-year clock
on the Indoor Heat regulation ran out on
March 31). The original regulation’s fiscal
analysis fell apart when the Department of
Corrections and Rehabilitation objected to
the cost and complexity of application of the
regulation to prisons — a stunning acknowl-
edgement of the cost and complexity con-

See "REVIEW"” on page 4
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cerns Farm Bureau and others have voiced
about the Indoor Heat regulation for years.
The agency’s announced way forward will
be to exempt state- and locally operated
prisons and jails from the regulation with a
separate regulation to be proposed at a later
time. The revised Heat Illness regulation
can then be moved forward in May or June
and is expected to be effective by summer.
Staff: Bryan Little, blittle@cfbf.com

Air Quality

On Tuesday, May 7, CARB will host a sec-
ond public workshop on the proposed up-
date to the Carl Moyer program guidelines.
Register here. Register Here.

On December 19, 2023, CARB staff held a
virtual kick-off public workshop to notify
the public of the process of updating the
Carl Moyer Program Guidelines. During
this second workshop, CARB staff will
provide an overview of the Carl Moyer Pro-
gram and the process for potential updates
to the incentive program Guidelines. These

proposed changes will ensure consistency
throughout the source category chapters,
reflect current regulations and advances in
technology, and streamline program admin-
istration.

Some of the changes being proposed as part
of the complete and comprehensive update
include, but is not limited to:

¢ Pointing to the Funding Agricultural
Replacement Measures for Emission Reduc-
tions (FARMER) Program Guidelines for
off-road agricultural projects;

¢ Adding flexibility that further supports
zero-emission replacement projects;

e Streamlining and clarifying program and
project administration processes;

* Expanding eligible costs and funding per-
centages for multiple source categories;

¢ Updating emission inventory factors for
emission reduction calculations.

Prior to CARB staff proposing these chang-
es for Board consideration in October 2024
a third public workshop will be held. The
public notice for the third public workshop
and release of the draft Guidelines for 45-

day public review will be released once the
final date in August is selected.

On April 11, CARB held a workshop on a
revised Low Carbon Fuel Standard (LCFS).
California Farm Bureau was on hand to
make comment expressing the need for con-
tinuing the use of avoided methane credits
in the program, to ensure the continued
viability of existing manure digesters, and
the development of additional ones that we
will need to address California's methane
emissions. Opposition groups have sought
to eliminate dairy digesters and the credit
around avoided methane. Staff: Steven Fen-
aroli, sfenaroli@cfbf.com

The California Air Resources Board (CARB)
has posted the Standardized Regulatory
Impact Assessment (SRIA) for the Cap-
and-Trade Regulation. The SRIA is not a
staff proposal for amendments, but rather
an initial economic evaluation of potential
changes to the Cap-and-Trade Program.
The submittal of the SRIA is one of many
steps CARB must take prior to updating the

Appreciating values
and depreciating
worries for over

D0 years.

Entrust our community-centric accounting
experts to tailor strategies that expand
horizons. With over five decades of advising
Central Valley businesses, partner with
Grimbleby Coleman to be your “people behind
the numbers”. Reach out today!

Grimbleby
L57Coleman

ANNIVERSARY

200 West Roseburg Avenue Modesto, CA 95350 | (209) 527-4220 gccpas.net




Cap-and-Trade Regulation. CARB antici-
pates releasing draft regulatory language
for the Cap-and-Trade Program for a formal
45-day public comment period in the com-
ing months, which may be further informed
through public workshops and reflect an
updated economic analysis. The Cap-and-
Trade SRIA was submitted to the Depart-
ment of Finance on April 9, 2024. Staff:
Steven Fenaroli, sfenaroli@cfbf.com

Ballot Measures

The California Supreme Court has set oral
arguments for the court case involving

the Taxpayer Protection and Government
Accountability Act. This ballot measure,
already qualified for the November 2024
ballot, is being sued by Governor Newsom
and the Legislature to remove it from be-
ing voted on. California Farm Bureau has
endorsed this initiative and is part of the
coalition working to pass this generational
tax protection measure. The campaign is
confident we will win this case after mak-
ing our arguments before the Court. There
is a strong legal case that it would violate
decades of precedence for the Court to pre-
emptively remove an initiative before voters
can decide its fate. Over 20 County Farm
Bureaus have endorsed this measure. Staff:
Steven Fenaroli, sfenaroli@cfbf.com

Dairy

An on-line version of California Dairy Qual-
ity Assurance Program’s April newsletter is
available for download.

All previous newsletters can be found at the
renovated CDQAP website, collected on the
newsletter page. Please feel free to reprint
any of these articles in part or in their en-
tirety in your own dairy producer com-
munications, we ask only that you credit
CDQAP for the information. In this issue
you will read about some of the newest
laboratory and epidemiologic investigation
results that give us some important clues as
to how we might best prioritize preventa-
tive actions on our dairies.

There is also a reminder about forage sam-
pling during harvest and some “save the
dates” for three exciting field days in May
that will demonstrate some of the latest ma-
nure management technologies on working

dairies.
Staff: Steven Fenaroli, sfenaroli@cfbf.com

Endangered Species

California wildlife officials voted Thursday
to list the Southern California steelhead
trout as endangered, guaranteeing protec-
tion from development and water diver-
sions for the dwindling population. The
federal government listed the Southern
California steelhead under the Endangered
Species Act in 1997. A California Endan-
gered Species Act listing will require any
development that requires state permits to
include measures to protect the fish, not just
those under federal authority. California
Farm Bureau'’s Justin Fredrickson testified
at the hearing as well as local county farm
bureaus impacted by this decision. This
could have tremendous impacts on our
members, and we will continue to actively
engage on this issue. Staff: Chris Reardon;
creardon@cfbf.com

Energy and Utilities

Farm Bureau submitted two separate letters
of support for different bills seeking to ad-
vance the use of advanced reconductoring
and/or grid enhancing technology.

¢ Senate Bill (5B) 1006 authored by Senator
Steve Padilla (D San Diego) would require
transmission utilities, as defined, on or
before January 1, 2026, to jointly prepare a
grid-enhancing technologies strategic plan
that is designed to, among other things,
cost-effectively increase transmission capac-
ity and increase capacity to connect new
renewable energy and zero-carbon resourc-
es. The bill would require each transmission
utility, on or before January 1, 2026, and at
least every 4 years thereafter, to complete
an evaluation of which of its transmission
and distribution lines can be reconductored
with advanced conductors in a cost-effective
manner to, among other things, increase
transmission or distribution capacity and
increase capacity to connect new renew-
able energy and zero-carbon resources. The
plans would also require a timeline for im-
plementation and progress reports on that
implementation. The bill was on the consent
calendar receiving unanimous support and
is headed to Senate Rules.

¢ Assembly Bill (AB) 2779 authored by As-
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sembly Member Cottie Petrie-Norris (D Ir-
vine) is similar to SB 1006 but focuses solely
on grid enhancing technology (GET). The
bill would require the California Indepen-
dent System Operator to report to both the
legislature and Public Utilities Commission
on any new use of GET and the savings in
deploying that technology. The bill was on
the consent calendar receiving unanimous
support and is headed to Assembly Appro-
priations.

Farm Bureau also submitted a letter of sup-
port for Assembly Bill (AB) 2750 authored
by James Gallagher (R Yuba City) which
would extend the investor-owned utilities
(IOUs) obligations to collectively procure
their proportionate share of 125 megawatts
(MW) of cumulative rated generating ca-
pacity from bioenergy projects to July 1,
2025. As well as expands eligibility of the
5-year extensions for procurement contracts
from biomass facilities to include facilities
located in areas that voluntarily opt for
federal “severe” or “extreme” nonattain-
ment status but that have measured levels
of air pollutants below “severe.” The bill
provides s necessary fix to air districts that
s that voluntarily reclassified themselves

to “severe” and “extreme” nonattainment
(where actual measured levels of particulate
matter are below these classifications) and
was voted out of committee 16-0. The bill
will now head to Assembly Appropriations.
Staff contact: Kevin Johnston, kjohnston@
cfbf.com

Farm Bureau submitted a letter on Assem-
bly Bill (AB) 3238 authored by Assembly
Member Eduardo Garcia (D Coachella) with
an Oppose Unless Amended position. Our
concern with the bill, which has a long list
of coauthors, is the newly proposed process
and standards it would use for approval

of transmission lines. We are aware that
agricultural lands bear a disproportionate
impact from locations to build out transmis-
sion lines. Provisions in the bill would shift
important environmental and other reviews
from the California Public Utilities Commis-
sion to the California Independent System
Operator, which is ill equipped to effective-
ly consider impacts to landowners and com-

See "REVIEW” on page 7
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FREE ADS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

As another membership service, Farm Bureau members are offered FREE classified advertising in the Stanislaus
Farm News. Ads must be 18 words or less and only one ad per month per membership (membership nhumber
required.) Ads may be MAILED to the Stanislaus Farm News, or BROUGHT to the SCFB office, 1201 L Street,
Downtown Modesto. NO PHONE-IN OR FAX free ads will be accepted. Free ads are restricted to farm machinery
or equipment or unprocessed farm products. Farm jobs wanted or offered will also be accepted. No real estate
ads and no commercial items or services will be accepted. 209-522-7278

Classified Ad's $4.40 per run.
COPY DEADLINE: MONDAY 12 NOON

RATES: Display rates on request. Terms are cash. Ads should be paid for at time
of first insertion or immediately after receipt of bill if order is placed by telephone

or mail.

ERRORS: The Stanislaus Farm News will not be liable for more than one incor-
rect insertion. Errors must be called to the attention of the Classified Advertising
Department not later than 4 p.m. on the Tuesday following publication of the ad.
Claims for adjustment must be made within 15 days. We reserve the right to reject

or revise any advertisement.

120 SPECIAL NOTICES

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS CUT
YOUR ENERGY BILLS ELIMINATE
DUST & NOISE
Lowest Prices Guaranteed! Largest Selection in the
Valley! Windows, Doors, Skylights, Soundproofing,
Licensed, Bonded & Insured.

Visit Our Showroom:

1050 Kansas Ave., Modesto
Cal Comfort Insulating Windows, Inc.
Contractors Lic. #51317 Class C17B
209-527-1310 (TFN)

300 Employment

Service Mechanic, duties include
greasing, changes air filters and oil,
etc. Pays $15/hour with a harvest
bonus. Must be willing to work
6 days a week. Opportunity for
longer employment based on job
performance and experience. Call
Jenn for more details: 209-648-7947

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

For Sale:
Heavy Duty Ripper - $2500
Contact Arby: 209-505-0555 or text: 209-
602-1400

Spring tooth with attached following harrow. 8
ft wide, 3 point hook-up asking $1000
Brush rake. Rear push. 9ft wide adjustable
spacing for 4 or 5 forks asking $1000
Text or leave VM for
209-505-1731

For Sale:
John Deere 5100ML low profile with Exact
cab
Vrisimo flail mower — 12" & 8’
PBM 500 gallon sprayer with electric valves
(never used)
Durand Wayland 500 gallon sprayer
Domries float leveler — 12

Call Joe: 209-404-3326

Trailer axle with
springs $50, has two
new fires 80" tread,
Call 209-537-9491
Great Plains no-till corn planter 8-row
model YP825A-0830
It has a john blue injection pump.
Great condition. #22,000 OBO phone
209-874-4042 or 209-765-6298

Verisimo Might Max fail mower. Model #
SC-100 asking $5000
Orchard float roller 9ft wide asking $1000
Text or leave a VM
209-505-1731

Estate Sale
Farm Equipment
Antique Automobiles
Call: 209-988-1583

510 LIVESTOCK

Kenyon Organic Services

Organic Consulting Services
Crop and Livestock
Carol Kenyon
(209) 484-1097
ck.cattle23@gmail.com

Sale Alfalfa. Best price, great
quality. Bigger Bales especially
suited to horses. Cook Valley
Angus Ranches Modesto 209 996
7365 & Available May- Oct

800 For Rent

House for Rent
$1500.00 & Deposit $1700
2 bedroom, 1 bathroom, Large
kitchen & livingroom, Sinhle car

garage, Riverbank

6819286

Dairy for Rent
Permitted for 614 Cows
With Flush and Freestalls
400 head open heifer facility
Turlock, Ca
Call 209-678-2632

900 REAL ESTATE

Cherry Orchard In the Wood
Colony
59+/- Acres. Excellent soil comprised
of 75% Hanford sandy loam
(HdpA). MID irrigation with micro jet
sprinklers. 2,500 sq. ft. Metal Barn
included. $2,330,000
Simvoulakis Real Estate

209.985.9700
BRE #705092

Wanted:

Lease ALMOND Ground
20-40 acres
Denair/Hughson/Waterford
Contact: 209-652-0782
gtintheair@hotmail.com

1000 SERVICES

Electrical and
Refrigeration Service
No job to small. Troubleshooting,
upgrades on home, ranch, dairy, and
commercial buildings.
209-648-7748

Martin Reyes

Land leveling, Discing Chiseling
Lice.#954989
(209) 605-4079

Noeller Farm
farm & ranch management
Almond, Peaches, Walnuts
custom Almond & Walnuts
(209) 883-2417 or
(209) 606-2084

Need help with your Farm
Labor?
Call Lencioni Farm Services
209-537-2186

1000 SERVICES

PROAG Commercial
Ag. Spraying
Orchard, vineyard $ herbicide applica-
tions
209-613-6355 Pat, 209-678-8072
Matt, 209-613-3227 Justin
Visit proag.webs.com

RON MARTELLA
Custom Nut Harvesting
SHAKING, SWEEPING

AND HARVESTING
883-4819 or 883-0690

Woodbridge Spraying
Field Spraying
Orchard Spraying
Backhoe

380-0727 (TFN)

Orchard Brush Pile
Grinding Service
Brush « Stumps « Huller Twigs
Davis Ag & Ranch Clean Up
CA. Contractor Lic#796783
209-670-5278

We haul Rock, Sand, Gravel,
Demolition Clean Up & Removal,
Tree Holes, Irrigation Lines & More.
Lic. # 884701
Home-(209) 848-0538
Cell (209) 525-7715 (1Fn)

Wilson Portable Welding
Structural « Fabrication * General
Repair
« Dairy Repair * Ag Repair
*Mobile - 765-3596
* Shop — 524-3016 (TFN)

Hampton Ranch, CA
Almond, walnut, kiwi grower
Almond Firewood
150-20 Ib. trays of kiwi fruit
$25/tray = $1.20/pound
No minimum required,
Delivery available
(209) 648-3249 or (209) 874-4894

Premier California Properties
Ag/investment Properties
Marcus Haney
Realtor #01917446
Contact me at 209/605-6727
www.premiercaproperties.com

Orchard & wild land tree
piles. Smokeless
conversion to biochar on
site. Davis Agriculture
(209) 670-5278

1100 MISCELLANEOUS

METAL BUILDINGS
Provided & installed, interior upgrades
available, fully engineered, references
available.
Active Industrial Contracting
Michael Frost - 613-3548.
Lic. #735904 (TFN)

LOW COST HOUSING Largest Inventory
in Valley of Preowned Mobile Homes. Ap-
prox. 100 to choose from. Priced to fit your
Budget. Transportation Available. DLR.
209-632-0854.

Wanted:

Cash paid for OLD Barn and
Shop items; vintage tools,
unwanted junk, old bottles &
oil cans
209-774-6582

ROOFING  FENCING  PLYWOOD  SIDING

Let's Build Together
Since 1953

Denair Location: (209) 632-2494
Riverbank Location: (209) 869-4424

www.DenairLumberCo.com

HARDWARE ¢ INSULATION « WINDOWS « 0.5.B.

9 FRED NETO & SONS
RY; (209) 669-FRED
660, : Fax (209) 669-0545
Catering
Commitment to Excellence
Specializing in: ; i B

B.B.Q Steaks - Ribs
Pork - Chicken
Seasoned Meats
Fred’s Portuguese Beans
Party Platters

Deli Spreads ALL OCCASIONS / FREE ESTIMATES
1318 N. Golden State Boulevard, Turlock, CA

RSN

VAN DE POL

1947 - 2022

¥ VAN DE POL

FUELS & LUBRICANTS

Celebrating 75 years of serving the
San Joaquin Valley!

We're your strategic partner - delivering
great service with roots in the local community.

Performance delivered.
Fuels | Lubricants | Renewable Diesel

Industrial Fluids | Diesel Exhaust Fluid

209.667.0236

| vandepol.us
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munities. The bill has been triple referred
and has already been heard and passed

out of the Utilities and Energy Committee,
as well as the Water, Parks, and Wildlife
Committee. It will be heard at the Natural
Resources Committee on Monday, April 22.
Staff contact: Karen Mills, kmills@cfbf.com

Fish and Wildlife

On Thursday April 11, the Department

of Fish and Wildlife released a summary
report detailing how the agency allocated
$3 million appropriated in the Budget Act
of 2021 for the Department’s Wolf-Livestock
Compensation Pilot Program. The summary
reveals that, in a span of just over two years,
the Department awarded 109 wolf compen-
sation grants to 36 individual producers
with livestock operations in four of the nine
counties with known wolf activity (while
the total number of grantees may appear
small at first blush, it is well established that
wolf impacts are not uniform, and individu-
al ranchers often experience disproportion-
ately high levels of wolf impacts).

The Department’s analysis demonstrates
that nearly two-thirds of available funds
($1,919,825) were expended under the
non-lethal deterrent grants prong of the
program. By reducing conflicts between
livestock and wolves, non-lethal deter-
rence safeguards livestock herds and wolf
populations alike — and directly furthers a
major conservation strategy identified in the
Department’s Conservation Plan for Gray
Wolves in California.

Of the remaining funds, $135,043 were
expended on direct loss compensation
(reimbursing ranchers fair market value for
animals whose deaths or injuries were the
confirmed or probable result of livestock
attacks) as a result of 26 payments, and
$945,130 were directed at “pay for pres-
ence” (compensating ranchers for other
impacts of wolf presence, such as stress
effects that result in lost pregnancies and
decreased weight gains in cows).

This report comes on the heels of our re-
newed ask for $3 million for the Wolf-Live-
stock Compensation Program in the 2024-
25 Budget. As the Department’s analysis
shows, however, even a much more modest

appropriation will allow the Department to
prioritize the most vital function of the pro-
gram — direct loss compensation — and to
direct additional resources toward reducing
conflicts between wolves and livestock.
Staff: Steven Fenaroli, sfenaroli@cfbf.com

Forestry and Wildfire

Farm Bureau’s sponsored Senate Bill (SB)
945 passed from the Senate Environmental
Quality Committee on the Consent Calen-
dar. The bill picked up support from the
California Medical Association, California
Cattlemen’s Association, and the Union of
Concerned Scientists. Farm Bureau’s bill
directs the state to develop data correlat-
ing the public health benefits from wildfire
mitigation investments. The bill is authored
by Senator Marie Alvardo-Gil (D Modesto).
Staff: Peter Ansel; pansel@cfbf.com

Insurance

Assembly Bill (AB) 2996 , authored by As-
semblymember David Alvarez (D Chula
Vista) passed from the Assembly Com-
mittee on Jobs with bipartisan unanimous
support. The bill moves to the Committee
on Insurance with a recommendation for
the Consent Calendar. AB 2996 authorizes
the California iBank to back bonds for the
California Fair Plan in the event of a mas-
sive claims occurrence. This bill increases
the financial stability of the Fair Plan while
it has sustained unprecedented growth
due to the state’s current insurance market
crisis. Farm Bureau supports AB 2996. Staft:
Peter Ansel; pansel@cfbf.com

Land Use

The California Farm Bureau stood alone in
opposing Assembly Bill (AB) 2528 in the As-
sembly Committee on Utilities and Energy.
Testimony in support of the bill came from
the Large Solar Association and Western
Growers. The bill, as previously reported,
would allow landowners to attest that they
do not have water due to groundwater
pumping limitations and that would allow
a Board of Supervisors to cancel Williamson
Act and Farmland Security Zone contracts
without paying the well accepted cancel-
lation fee. The bill passed from Committee
with two Republicans (Assemblymem-

bers Jim Patterson and Joe Patterson) and
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two Democrats (Assemblymembers Bauer
Kahan and Damon Connolly) abstaining be-
cause of the concerns expressed by the Farm
Bureau regarding the lack of the bills” coor-
dination with groundwater sustainability
agencies and because the risk of losing open
spaces and productive agriculture lands.
Staff: Peter Ansel pansel@cfbf.com and Alex
Biering abiering@ctbf.com

Transportation

Assembly Bill (AB) 2900 Assemblymember
Esmeralda Soria (D Fresno) was heard in
Assembly Transportation Committee on
April 15. It passed out unanimously. The
bill would establish a technical and financial
assistance program under the Advanced
Clean Fleet (ACF) program. This bill is sup-
ported by California Farm Bureau.

Staff: Steven Fenaroli, sfenaroli@cfbf.com

Water

TULARE LAKE SUBBASIN HEARING ON
4/16

The agenda included a staff presentation,
two panels (Tulare Lake Groundwater
Sustainability Agencies (GSA) reps and Tule
Groundwater Sustainability Agencies reps),
public comments, Board member discus-
sion, and a potential vote. About 75 people
attended in person and there were roughly
50 public commenters; the meeting conclud-
ed when the Board voted to place the Tulare
Lake Subbasin in probation at about 6:30
PM. The Board’s discussion and delibera-
tion lasted about an hour before they voted.

The probation “kicks in” on July 15, 2024.
The Board’s resolution requires reporting
for anyone pumping more than 2 AF annu-
ally or who is pumping for purposes other
than domestic use; meters on all wells for
anyone who pumped more than 500 Axial
Flow (AF) per year during Water Year 2023
or expects to during Water Year 2024. Before
approving the resolution, the Board insert-
ed a new subsection committing to con-
sider “alternative compliance pathways” to
measure and report estimate time and water
use. Fees are $300 per well annually and $20
per AF pumped.

Staff: Alex Biering; abiering@cfbf.com
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Tulare Lake Subbasin gets probation over
inadequate plans to protect aquifers
Farmers in the critically overdrafted Tulare
Lake Subbasin in the San Joaquin Valley
are bracing for escalating costs as state

and local agencies assess fees on wells and

That was the strategic roadmap outlined
by Almond Board of California President
and CEO Clarice Turner. In a recent media
briefing, Turner said the state’s almond sec-
tor hopes to grow its array of products, de-
veloping demand for innovations from oils

Economics Update noted that pork prices
in the state have risen more sharply than
the rest of the nation under initiative re-
quirements. Bacon, ribs and loin products
had higher per-pound prices of $1.04, 54
cents and $1.42, respectively, than similar

groundwater pumped. The California State
Water Resources Control Board last week
placed the subbasin on probation as part
of regulations under the state’s landmark
2014 Sustainable Groundwater Manage-
ment Act. The board concluded that local
agency sustainability plans failed to ad-
dress overdraft by limiting groundwater
pumping, land subsidence and impacts to
drinking water.

to flours to perhaps even almond pastas.
The Almond Board is also seeking to grow
exports to India and other fast emerging
markets.

products in other states.

Land-use legislation could convert more
farmland for solar, renewable energy proj
ects

Proposed state legislation to modify Cali-
fornia’s longstanding farmland conser-
vation law could pave the way for large
swaths of farm acreage to be repurposed

Study: California pork prices rise under
Proposition 12

Pork products subject to California’s
Proposition 12 animal welfare law have

increased in price fPB PRM SHDDlY & MFG, INC.

by an average of
20% since the law

Quality Agricultural Spray Equipment, Parts and Supplies
www.pbmsprayers.com

Rainstorms help farms, hurt farmers mar-
kets

Heavy rainstorms this spring have boosted
the state’s water supply for farming, but
they have dampened farmers market at-
tendance and crop selection in the immedi-
ate term. While grocery stores are already
stocking imported summer fruits and

vegetables, farm- WATERFORD

ers market produce
——— IRRIGATION

remains in transition,
IRRIGATION SUPPLY & DESIGN  LIC# 1004196

began to take effect,
according to a new
economic analysis.
The findings in the
University of Cali-
fornia’s Agricul-
tural and Resource

www.pbmtanksupply.com

-Sprayers- -Tanks- -Liquid Delivery Trailers- -Parts & Accessories-
PBM Supply & Manufacturing is a local agricultural manufacturing company
that specializes in the design and construction of sprayers, tank trailers,

and chemical handling equipment. Give us a call to find a dealer near you.

with many farms still
selling cool-season
offerings such as
broccoli, cauliflower,
hard squash, beets
and navel oranges.
More fragile crops
such as strawberries
have taken a beating
from the wet weath-
er.

12500 Bentley St e« Waterford, CA 95386 ¢ 209-874-1386

Almond Board CEO
stresses innovations,
exports to help sector
rebound

Facing challenging
times, California’s r
almond industry is FRESNO
looking to expand
foreign export mar-
kets and increase the
diversity of almond
products in domes-
tic supermarkets.

UTV Sprayers

Parts, Accessories, Repair Kits & More

]éeéeﬁ 2 PENTAIR
A\ NORWESCO =""""=

Fowler Store
877-688-1334
3732 S. Golden
State Blvd.
Fowler, CA 93625




as sites for renewable energy projects,
including solar power. Assembly Bill 2528,
introduced by Assembly Member Joaquin
Arambula, D-Fresno, would allow owners
of Williamson Act land that lacks sufficient
water for farming to cancel their con-
tracts —without paying mandated cancel-
lation fees of 12.5% of land values. Farm
advocates warn the proposed law could
accelerate the loss of farmland and reduce
food supply.

Klamath irrigators express frustration over
water allocation for farms

Despite favorable conditions in the Klam-
ath Basin, irrigators say the initial federal
water allocation falls short of what farm-
ers in the Klamath Water Project should
receive this year. The U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation, which manages the project,
announced this week that Klamath Basin

irrigators will receive an initial allocation
of 230,000 acre-feet from the lake. That is
35% less than estimated needs, said Paul
Simmons, executive director and counsel
for the Klamath Water Users Association.
He said the allocation is the fifth worst in
the 120-year history of the Klamath Project.

State budget crisis could impact services in
rural agricultural counties

California counties, key to delivering ser-
vices for public safety, emergency response
and protecting human health, are bracing
for state revenue cuts as California faces a
historic budget deficit. The fiscal crisis cre-
ates concerns in rural agricultural counties,
as local governments look for ways to fund
core needs such as fire services. Merced
County is already struggling to fund public
safety services, including fire, sheriff’s de-
partment and ambulance services. Merced

FLORY

LEAD
R S

£RS IN NUT HARVESTING EQUIPMEy

8770 Self Propelled Nut Harvester

Jm

SINCE 1936

860 PTO Harvester

_~.|,;_._.f-,.:-::a/~

ST14 Shuttle Truk

For the finest in Agriculture Equipment and Metal Fabrication
See all our products at goflory.com

209-545-1167 Salida, CA

RAYCO INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY
Locally Owned and Operated Scuce (969

Used Tool and Machinery Dealer
Steam and High Pressure Cleaners
Metal Working Tools and Machinery
Power Tools, Wood Working Tools and Machinery

Hand Tools, Abrasives, Saw Blades and Safety Supplies
Automotive Tools and Equipment, Shop Heaters and Coolers

Sales and Service

California Contractors License 708487

The Largest Selection of Heavy Duty Shop Tools and Machinery In Northern California

Modesto (209) 529-8984

512 RIVER ROAD

Turlock (209) 632-2315

712 LANDER AVENUE
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County Assistant Fire Chief Mark Pimentel
said the county is operating below state
minimum staffing requirements.

As funds run out, state details compensa-
tion to ranchers for wolf impacts

With $3 million in grant funding exhaust-
ed, the California Department of Fish and
Wildlife is no longer accepting applica-
tions for the wolf-livestock compensation
program, the agency announced last week.
A total of 109 grants were awarded to 36
ranchers with livestock operations in four
of the nine counties with known wolf activ-
ity: Siskiyou, Lassen, Plumas and Tulare.
Established in 2021, the pilot program
compensated livestock producers for veri-
fied loss of livestock. Direct livestock losses
accounted for $135,044. More than $1.9 mil-
lion went for wolf deterrent tools.

& RUMBLE

X  ORCHARD SERVICES
Topping & Hedging
(Fall 2021: Hedging Down to 2’)
Skirting

Dual Mechanical
Brush Stacking

Almond/Walnut

Conditioning

Orchard
Management

Phil Rumble:
(209) 996-1517

Matt Rumble:
(209 1
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‘ Agricultural Commissioner’s Office
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STANISLAUS COUNTY

Stanislaus County Farm Bureau FARM

infy 2024 Continuing Education (CE) Schedule BU R EAU

Classes will be offered both In-Person and Hybrid (Both In-Person & Online)

Stanislaus County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office is happy to announce our continued partnership with the Stanislaus
County Farm Bureau for the 2024 Continuing Education Series. With this partnership will come the ability for us to host a wide
variety of other topics and increase your access to continuing education credits.

In-Person CE Workshop Schedule

Date Time Topics CE Credits

5:00 PM - 6:00 PM | Rodenticides, Reporting, and Carbon Monoxide 1 Hr.- Laws & Regs

May 28, 2024
6:00 PM - 7:00 PM | Carbon Monoxide Equipment Demonstration 1 Hr.- Other
Common Violations and Enforcement/
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM ) X 1 Hr.- Laws & Regs
June 4,2024 Compliance Solutions

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM | Calibration Demonstration Presentation 1 Hr.- Other

Hybrid Schedule (Both In-Person & Online)

Please visit our website http://www.stanag.org and click on continuing education to register for your spot at our continuing

education class. Once you register for the class, you will receive an email confirming your spot has been saved.

Date

May 14, 2024

Time

10:00 AM -11:00 AM

Topics

Telone and Notification Updates

CE Credits

1 Hr.- Laws & Regs

11:00 AM -12:00 PM

Telone Label Requirements

1 Hr.- Other

June 11, 2024

5:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Contracted Employees: Determining the Responsible
Employer and Requirements

1 Hr.- Laws & Regs

6:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Pesticide Technology Presentation

1 Hr.- Other

November 1, 2024

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Permit Conditions Review

1 Hr. - Laws & Regs

11:00 AM -12:00 PM

Mating Disruption Presentation

1 Hr.- Other

November 15, 2024

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Worker Health and Safety Regulations

1 Hr.- Laws & Regs

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Personal Protective Equipment Management and
Training

1 Hr.- Other

November 15, 2024

1:30 PM - 2:30 PM

Personal Protective Equipment Management and
Training (SPANISH ONLY)

1 Hr.- Other

2:30 PM - 3:30 PM

Worker Health and Safety Regulations (SPANISH ONLY)

1 Hr.- Laws & Regs

December 3, 2024

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

School Notifications and Application Requirements

1 Hr.- Laws & Regs

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM

New Beetle Carpophilus Truncatus

1 Hr.- Other

December 17,2024

5:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Bee Notifications, Registrations, and Use of Pesticides
Toxic to Bees

1 Hr.- Laws & Regs

6:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Best Management Practices with Bees in the Field

1 Hr.- Other

All classes are still pending approval from CDPR. For verification of CE hours and category approval, please call (209) 525-4730
one week prior to the class or workshop. If you need Spanish translation of any of our scheduled classes, please contact our office
one week prior and we will make arrangements. Si desea una traduccion al espaiiol de una de nuestras clases programadas, co-
muniquese una semana antes de la fecha de la clase, para intentar hacer acomodacion .

|

MID keeps water working for you
« Dependable water supply
« Irrigation system improvements
« Promoting efficient water usage

« Sustainable use of the
Tuolumne River

' Modesto
Irrigation

W E District  The Power to Grow
www.mid.org
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YOUR
FUTURE

STANISLAUS COUNTY e Advocacy in action
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1201 L Street Modesto @ 209-522-7278

VALLEY PACIFIC

. . COMMITTED TO
Delivered Fuels | Lubricants | CFN Cardlock SERVING YOUR NEEDS.
Chevron T e change in agriculture today is just a

CFN ;I?mp:e o? what?ies E:theadt. I(tj’s)\//vhyj/, n:ore

A FleetCor Company . .
than ever, we are committed to being the

‘ PETRO-CANADA " partner you can trust, who understands
- H your needs and delivers value to help you
wercans  Valvoline. .

achieve your goals.

*
* ***;:I* Wherever agriculture goes, we’ll be there,
a o K e * alongside you, as you lead the way.

Premium Products eo Am o rica n
o o %Y | AgCredit
We Fuel California

Family Owned & Locally Managed Since 1947 Visit agloan.com/growyourfuture

(209)948-9412 | www.vpps.net ot e, B oy i

LLLL




GA Rep. Scott on Farm Bill
Progress

Source: Sabrina Halvorson
National Correspondent /
AgNet Media, Inc.

There may be some progress on the farm
bill. Georgia republican Congressman
Austin Scott hopes Farm bill language will
be ready for release in the next couple of
weeks.

“We want to have a five-year farm bill, but
that five-year Farm Bill has got to take into
account the increased cost of operations for
the American farmer. So, it’s been a difficult
time with the Congressional Budget Of-
fice. Right now, we’re putting, according to
their stores, less than 10% of what we call
the ‘Farm Bill” into production agriculture

and risk mitigation for our producers. And
that’s simply not enough for them to be
able to have the stop losses that they need
to keep their operations going forward in
the case of bad commodity collapses,” Scott
said.

There has also long been a debate over if
the nutrition title and production titles
should be in the same bill. Scott thinks they
should be separate.

“I've advocated for separating them for the
last several years. I do think that the part-
nership has worked over the course of the
last several decades. In today’s in time it
doesn’t seem to be working for the produc-
er. It's not an equitable split when you have
gone down to less than ten percent going to
production agriculture, if we're just honest
about things,” he said.

Edward Jones

circumstances.

tailored to your specific needs.

Justin Ausher
Financial Advisor
6624 3rd St
Riverbank, CA 95367
209-502-7556

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Financial goals aren't achieved overnight.

Personalized service means having a financial advisor who
understands you and what you're trying to achieve, and helps
to create a unique strategy based on your needs and

Contact us today to start creating a financial strategy

MKD-8652E-A AECSPAD 21843586
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Scott pointed to the changing landscape of
the nation’s population as well.

“The population growth in the country has
been in the metropolitan areas, and so there
are fewer and fewer of us that actually
represent farm country, and there are fewer
and fewer Democrats that represent farm
country. And so, I'm fortunate to be from a
state where I have Sanford Bishop and Da-
vid Scott, both good pro -ag Democrats...
but a lot of states don’t have pro-ag Demo-
crats. I mean, people from the metropoli-
tan area don’t understand what it takes to
operate the farm,” he said. “And I shouldn’t
point that finger at Democrats when there
are a lot of metro area Republicans that
won’t support the farm bill either.” Oppo-
nents of the idea say it would be harder to
pass either bill if there were separate nutri-
tion and farm bills.

ESTERN
ALLEY

INSURANCE

Lic#0649647
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TuoLUMNE CouNnTY FARM NEWs

A View From the Field
by Tom McCall, Georgia Farm Bureau

We’ve had a cold winter across a lot of our
state, and I am enjoying spring and all the
opportunities the new season brings for
family fun and good food. There’s nothing
like spending more time outdoors. Espe-
cially after we all had to “spring forward”
with the time adjustment.

The longer days of spring and planting
seed for summer always give me hope and
an optimistic spirit that we as farmers need
to keep going forward.

Some of my favorite memories from this
time of year include our
grandkids, Winn, Wilkes and
McCall, fishing from the pond
on our family’s farm.

Anyone who has heard me
speak at a Farm Bureau event
most likely has heard me say,
“I don’t own that property in
the small community of Fort-
sonia, I'm just borrowing it
from my grandkids.”

Like most farmers, I've done .
what I can to protect that

farmland for my family and .
future generations.

As our state’s Agriculture
Commissioner Tyler Harper

has said repeatedly, “You may e California Reforestation Inc ¢ Fulton Trucking Inc.

not think about it every day, o Sonora, (209) 840-1326 o Groveland, (209) 962-4350

but agricultural products and o Canepa & Sons Well Dri"ing e Hurst Ranch

the security of our food sup- o Sonora, (209) 532-1136 o Jamestown, (209) 984-3016
e Cedar Ridge Apple Ranch LLC ¢ Joe Cover & Sons Inc

ply are the most important
elements when it comes to our
national security.”

Agriculture is Georgia’s num-
ber one economic sector and
employs over 323,300 Geor-
gians. Across the nation, the

o Sonora, (209) 533-9463
e Conifer Communications Inc
o Sonora, (209) 532-5859

direct impact of the food supply chain from
farm to retail is about 24 million jobs, ac-
cording the most recent Feeding the Econ-
omy Report. Clearly, what we do as food
producers is very important, and everyone
depends on us whether they realize it or
not.

As my fellow farmers and I experience the
change of seasons, perhaps planting sum-
mer crops or raking that first cutting of hay,
I hope we can all take a minute to enjoy the
beauty of nature and realize how fortunate
we are to have the privilege of farming to
feed and clothe the world. And we’ll also
take time to be thankful for friends, being
connected to the land, and what organi-

THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS!

¢ AL Gilbert Company
o Qakdale, (209) 847-1721
Armstrong Logging
o Twain Harte, (209) 586-1384
Aspen Meadow Pack Station
o Sonora, (209) 965-3402
e Benton Roberson CPAs LLP
o Sonora, (209) 586-5236
¢ Blue Mountain Minerals
o Columbia, (209) 533-0127

e Covers Apple Ranch

Crook Logging Inc

Diestel Turkey Ranch

DSRS Inc.

Lockhart Appraisal
o Soulsbyville

e (209) 522-7278

o Tuolumne, (209) 840-2674

o Groveland, (209) 962-7716

o Sonora, (209) 532-4950
Doherty Tire of Sonora

o Standard, (209) 532-3484

o Sonorg, (209) 993-8146

o Tuolumne, (209) 840-2674

zations like Farm Bureau provide. We're
blessed our families get to share in this
rewarding experience of farming, enjoy-
ing the outdoors and taking care of God’s
creation for future generations.

Just as spring’s arrival on the farm makes
me optimistic for another year of farming,
I believe the outlook of our organization
is bright, and I am optimistic about Farm
Bureau and the future.

Tom McCall is president of Georgia Farm
Bureau. This column was originally pub-
lished in GFB News Magazine and is re-
published with permission.

LOG IT, GRAZEIT

AN A

W
OR WATCH IT BURN

TUOLUMNE
FARM BUREAU

e Mountain Oasis Purified Water LLC
o Sonora, (209) 533-9000

¢ Left Coast Land Clearing
o Sonora, (209) 536-9174

e Sierra Resource Management Inc
o Sonora, (209) 984-1146

e Tuolumne Utilities District
o Sonora, (209) 770-8902

e Twain Harte Lumber & Hardware
o Twain Harte, (209) 586-3571

¢ Valley Pacific Petroleum
o Stockton, (209) 948-9412

¢ Yosemite Clean Energy
o Mariposa, (209) 800-2831

e Yosemite Farm Credit
o Turlock, (209) 667-2366

@ abid@stanfarmbureau.org
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Modesto Junior College’s Poultry Science

By Vicky Boyd
Off the beaten path on the West Campus, Modesto Junior College’s
Y /—\ Poultry Science unit gives students a firsthand education in commer-
OS EMlTE cial poultry production, just on a smaller scale.

FARM e¢§° g . . .
C REDIT “We focus on hands-on opportunities,” said Sienna Davis, an MJC

sophomore and student intern.

Helping Our Members

mornings at the downtown Modesto Farmer’s Market. The brown eggs

Everything from broiler production and processing to the laying house
A E and egg handling is student run. They also sell cartons and flats of

eggs at the country store on the MJC main campus as well as Thursday
t 1 have proven to be popular, and Davis said they frequently sell out.

RECORD CASH PATRONAGE RETURNED

4}— .4
A new addition will be a 600-pair squab facility, expected to be com-
pleted in late 2025 or summer 2026, said Tim Truax, MJC animal sci-
J J 3 J l ) J ence instructor. The facility will be funded by a $120,000 grant, and the
P .,
=

Broilers are vacuum-packed in plastic after processing and also sold
at the country store. In addition, students raise pheasants and quail to
sell live to hunting clubs. All proceeds go back into the poultry science
program.

Modesto-based farmer-owned co-op — the Squab Producers of Califor-
@ nia — has agreed to bring MJC on as producers.

: - ./-.k; r ’1
YosemlteFa rmCredlt.com | ﬁ'@ P ¥ Entryway to a poultry industry career
‘ — - PSS e— During the semester-long introduction to poultry science lecture and
MODESTO | TURLOCK | SO | MERCED | LOS BANOS | cilopi s lab class, MJC students learn everything from biosecurity and egg
production to broiler management and processing. Many enroll in the
class with no prior knowledge of poultry

WWW.GREENRUBBER.COM production but do so to satisfy an animal

science degree requirement. But they of-
EVEI Ythl f fOl’ ten come away with a new-found respect

for poultry.
Green Rubber - Kennedy Ag has the products, parts, accessories,
and customer service you need to maximize your productivity.

- CUSTOM CONVEYOR BELTS

- URETHANE PARTS

- RENEWED BOGIE WHEELS

- PUMPS, HOSES, FITTINGS

- SPRAY NOZZLES & VALVES

- WATER TANKS & TANK TRAILERS

- SAFETY PRODUCTS & EQUIPMENT

- PRESSURE WASHERS & ACCESSORIES
- AND MUCH MORE!

G reen Rubber ¥ . ey , ) “I think the program at MJC is very
ennedy Ag t : N : - : - important because students learn all of
the issues related to poultry,” he said.
“They educate students on how to grow
and take care of chickens and how to do
it safely.”

“They end up enjoying the birds so much
they want to take them home,” Davis
said.

Bill Mattos, president of the Modesto-
based California Poultry Federation,

. said he couldn’t say enough good things

about the MJC program and how it pre-

pares students for future careers in the

poultry industry.

Ag Industrial Supply
Belting & Fabrication

Six locations to serve you. Call today!

SALINAS (831)753-6100 - MODESTO (209)538-6227 - GREENFIELD (831)674-0999

144 144
WATSONVILLE (831)761-9395 - SANTA MARIA (805)878-8877 - YUMA (928)726-6560 See "Poultry” on page 16
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From "Poultry” on page 15

He pointed to the numerous employees,
managers and even owners of area poultry
operations who had gone through the junior
college’s poultry science program. Some went
directly from MJC into their roles while others
went onto a four-year school before venturing
out into the workforce.

M]JC is the only community college in the
western United States that has a poultry sci-
ence associated science degree program, Truax
said. As far as he knows, it also is the only
community college with as large an on-site
laying hen facility and the only one in the state
with a state-inspected poultry processing facil-

ity.

Community college enrollment statewide
hasn’t fully rebounded from the COVID pan-
demic. Before the shutdown, MJC’s poultry
science degree program averaged 20 to 30 stu-
dents annually, and Truax said they’re mak-
ing a few curriculum changes to entice more
students to enroll.

Neither Davis nor Aubrey Swift, a freshman
and student intern, came from poultry back-
grounds although Davis had shown chick-
ens while in FFA. But after they were named
interns and began working in the college’s
poultry unit, both said they fell in love with it.
“It's a gorgeous, gorgeous unit,” Davis said. “I
just thought it was amazing.”

Aubrey Davis candles eggs, or runs them over a bright light to
check for deformities, before they enter the washer.

She plans to attend California State University,
Fresno when she finishes at MJC, and eventu-
ally become an avian veterinarian or work on
small ruminant reproductive health.

Swift had shown sheep and goats while in
Mariposa FFA and knew Truax from when he
judged goats at the Mariposa Livestock Show.
After Davis was accepted as an intern, Swift

decided to apply.

“I didn’t really think about poultry — it wasn’t
on my radar,” said Swift, who plans to at-

tend CSU Fresno and become an ag teacher. “I
knew nothing about poultry.”

But she said she feels fortunate to have had the
exposure to the winged livestock and can only
hope that wherever she ends up teaching will
have a poultry program.

Biosecurity 101

Like most other commercial poultry facilities,
M]JC has adhered to strong biosecurity mea-
sures for years. Even before highly pathogenic
avian influenza was a major issue, there were
other highly contagious poultry diseases, such
as virulent Newcastle disease.

College workers have dedicated boots that are
only worn in one house and never leave the
premise. Any worker who has previously been
on a poultry operation must also wear dispos-
able coveralls.

-

Visitors are given disposal boots, and all en-
trants must first dip their feet in a tray filled
with antimicrobial liquid.

Keeping hens happy

MJC’s egg program is built around Lohmann
brown hens, a hybrid with Rhode Island red
parentage that is relatively small for layers.
But they have big personalities, Davis said.
The college receives birds when they’re about
17 weeks old, and she said they begin laying
about two to three weeks later.

Initially the eggs are small, referred to peewees
in the industry. As the young pullets mature,
they begin to lay larger eggs — at least Grade
A large — and will continue to do so for more
than a year and a half until production tails
off. When the birds are about 2 years old, the
college adopts them out to community mem-
bers.

Afterward, the layer house is cleaned and
sanitized and allowed to rest while new birds
are brought into a sister building. This ensures
continuous production and allows for lec-

ture and related lab activities throughout the
semesters.

Like other commercial poultry facilities, MJC
must comply with Proposition 12, which re-
quires at least 0.8 square feet of room for each
hen. But Davis said the college’s birds have
more than the required space to stretch, move

T T T
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Student interns Sienna Davis (left) and Aubrey Davis hold one
of the college’s 350-plus laying hens.



around, perch and socialize.

They’ve also hung plastic strips throughout
the hen house as sort of privacy screens. In the
summer, a central cooling system akin to a gi-
ant swamp cooler keeps down temperatures in
the hen house.

“We do so many things to ensure our hens are
happy,” Davis said.

In late March, the laying barn housed 376
birds, and students collected up to 360 eggs
daily, or an average of about one egg per bird
per day.

Automatic feeders provide the birds with a
balanced ration three times per day, and they
have access to water round the clock from
automatic waterers. The birds are also fed
crushed oyster shell, a natural source of cal-

cium, to enhance eggshell thickness. But they
never receive any hormones or antibiotics,
which are illegal in California.

Once the eggs are collected, the students

take them to a nearby processing building,
where they candle them or shine a bright light
through the eggs to look for shell or internal
defects. They then run the eggs through a
washer, which is similar to a miniature car
wash where two brushes gently clean their ex-
terior. Once the eggs exit on a conveyor belt, a
student wipes off any moisture, packs them in
cartons or flats, and puts them in a large walk-
in cooler. All of the cartons or flats are labeled
with the calendar date they were packed as
well as the Julian date, which is based on the
number of days after Jan. 1.

Broiler production and processing
Once each semester, day-old chicks are

157 YEARS -~
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brought into MJC’s broiler house to be grown
out for seven weeks. They usually use a Plym-
outh-Cornish cross.

In the broiler house, the birds have free range
of the facility floor and access to hanging feed-
ers and waterers. Wood shavings help absorb
the manure.

Once the birds reach a weight of about 6
pounds, students harvest and process them,
using an assembly line that is a much smaller
version of ones used in large-scale commercial
operations. The finished broilers are vacuum
packed in plastic for sale.

All of the poultry manure and litter collected

from the boiler and laying houses are compos-
ted and applied to the campus’ forage fields.

~ HELPING

BUSINESSES SUCCEED

Wohen it comes to business loans and services, Bank of Stockton

has been a leader in the field for more than 157 years. From loans

to expand a growing venture, to services and products that help

businesses manage cash flows, we've always been here for all your

banking needs. Knowing the important role local businesses play

in our economy, Bank of Stockton is committed to supporting

and promoting new and expanding businesses. Talk to one of our

business banking experts today and discover how Bank of

Stockton can help you and your business succeed.

BANK OF STOCKTON
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WlTHSTANDlNG THE TEST OF TIME

bankofstockton.com
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California Poultry
Federation

By: Bill Mattos, President

The California Poultry Federation (CPF)
opened its doors with a new name and
mission statement in 1991. Before then, the
organization prospered for many years as
the California Turkey Industry Board, a
marketing order promoting turkeys, which
California ranked third in the nation.

When state rules and regulations started

to affect agriculture, and particularly poul-
try, the board of directors voted to form a
new trade association that would fight bad
regulations and pass legislation that helped
processors and growers. And since every
turkey company featured its own market-

ing, that board was no longer needed.

Thus, the CPF was born, representing
chickens, turkeys, ducks, squab, layers,
game birds and more.

Mission Statement: Through united work
and action, promote the California Poultry
Industry and its ability to responsibly pro-
duce and market the highest quality poul-
try food products in a competitive manner.

Since then, industry and the legislature
have seen many changes. The CPF im-
mediately worked to eliminate taxes and
regulations that had a negative impact on
our members. The 90s were the perfect time
to make changes since both Democrats and
Republicans worked better together, and
we still featured some farmers in both the
Senate and Assembly.

COIT AND HEWES, LLC

So here is some of
what we accom-
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Modesto, CA
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Replacement Parts for
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day:
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new state and
federal “fresh”
poultry standards.
Changed the defi-
nition of “fresh”
poultry in Wash-
ington DC after a
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Semi Truck / Farm & Dairy

Open 6 Days a Week—Monday-Saturday
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Turlock, CA95380
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two-year
battle.

e Abol-
ished state
sales taxes
on poultry
litter, medi-
cations in
water, farm
equipment,
and poultry
houses. $15
million plus
savings for
industry
each year.
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. Sponsor research on poultry blood
and carcass composting!

. Sponsored research on poultry emis-
sions, the only one of its kind in the West
and still used today by the California Air
and Regional Air districts.

. Develop biosecurity program with
assistance from USDA Rural Development
Grant.

. Founded and managed statewide
poultry task force to monitor health of in-
dustry throughout California.

. Quality Assurance Program offers
certification by the California Poultry Fed-
eration and the California Department of
Food and Agriculture

° Animal Welfare committee to en-
force and monitor standards in California.

. Produced and published a poultry
and egg curriculum kit for high school ag-
riculture educators, distributing more than
500 kits throughout the state in the first
month.

. Manage the National Poultry Im-
provement Plan (NPIP) program, one of the
few states where NPIP is run by the State
Association.

. Developed NPIP surveillance pro-
gram with 100% participation by chickens,
turkeys, duck and squab; and 90% partici-
pation by layer industry.

. Foster and continue support of
quality programs where industry, Cali-
fornia Dept. of Food and Agriculture and
the USDA work together on biosecurity,
NPIP, outreach and surveillance programs
throughout the state.

For more information on the California
Poultry Federation, visit https://cpif.org/
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Tulare Lake Subbasin First to
Receive Probationary Status
from Water Board

Source: Brian German
Ag News Director /| AgNet West

The State Water Resources Control Board
(SWRCB) has made a significant decision
regarding the Tulare Lake Subbasin. After
a lengthy meeting, the SWRCB placed the
subbasin on probationary status over con-
cerns with subsidence linked to ground-
water pumping. It marks the first instance
of such state intervention under the Sus-
tainable Groundwater Management Act
(SGMA). The decision comes after a hearing
and public comments, aiming to address
the critical overdraft issue in the basin.

The probationary status brings in new re-
quirements like reporting and fees for those
who extract water from the area. The fees
include a $300 annual fee per well and a
$20 fee per acre-foot of water. Extractors us-

ing over 500 acre-feet annually must install
certified meters to measure water usage.
Groundwater pumpers in the region must
report usage within 90 days. Some exemp-
tions apply for small domestic users and
disadvantaged communities.

Despite objections from some farmers and
officials, the board unanimously voted for
the probationary status, acknowledging
the need to address groundwater overuse.
Local water agencies have some time to
improve their sustainability plan to get off
probation. The Tulare Lake Subbasin has
one year to develop a more sustainable
groundwater plan.

“If deficiencies are
not addressed with-
in a year, the board
could move into

the second phase of
the state interven-
tion process, called
an interim plan,”
SWRCB noted in

FLy

MIKE HEINRICH

a press release. “Only during this second
phase, after another public hearing, could
the board impose pumping restrictions on
basins or issue fines for exceeding water
allotments.”

During the hearing, farmers expressed sev-
eral concerns about the potential impact on
their livelihoods, highlighting the need for
more time and alternatives to address water
management issues. Meanwhile, advocates
emphasized the importance of protecting
groundwater for drinking water and envi-
ronmental justice.
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Flocking Together ~ Leveraging
Digital Marketing to Address
Poultry Challenges in Stanislaus
County, Central Valley

By: Kathryn Kim Ramos, Sisbro Innova-
tion Website and Digital Marketing Con-
sultant

Poultry farming stands as a vital pillar of
agriculture in Stanislaus County, situated
within California's fertile Central Val-

ley and encompassing the bustling city of
Modesto. Yet, the poultry industry faces its
share of hurdles, from disease management
to market fluctuations. In navigating these
obstacles, the adoption of digital market-
ing strategies emerges as a beacon of hope,
offering innovative solutions to support the
poultry community and ensure its resil-
ience in the face of adversity.

Within Stanislaus County and the broader
Central Valley, disease management is a top
priority for poultry farmers. Outbreaks of
illnesses like avian influenza or Newcastle
disease can devastate poultry populations
and pose significant economic risks. To
combat this threat, farmers must implement
stringent biosecurity protocols and
stay updated on the latest advance-
ments in veterinary science. Digital
marketing, in this context, is not just a
tool but a lifeline. It is crucial in dis-
seminating vital information about
disease prevention and management
strategies to poultry farmers. Through
targeted email campaigns, social
media outreach, and online resources,
farmers can access invaluable insights
and resources to protect their flocks
and effectively mitigate disease risks.

/

Market volatility presents another for-
midable challenge for poultry farmers
in Stanislaus County and the broader
Central Valley. Fluctuations in con-
sumer demand, input costs, and global
trade policies can exert pressure on
poultry prices and profitability. Farm-
ers must embrace a proactive approach
to market analysis and diversify their
marketing channels to navigate this
uncertainty. Digital marketing of-

fers a plethora of avenues for poultry
farmers to bolster their market pres-
ence and reach a broader customer

base. By leveraging social media platforms,
e-commerce websites, and targeted adver-
tising campaigns, farmers can forge direct
connections with consumers and set their
products apart in the marketplace. More-
over, online marketplaces and farm-to-table
initiatives empower farmers to sell poultry
products directly to consumers, reducing
dependence on traditional distribution
channels and enhancing profitability.

Sustainability is a pressing issue in the
poultry industry, with consumers increas-
ingly seeking ethically sourced and en-
vironmentally friendly products. Poultry
farmers in Stanislaus County and the Cen-
tral Valley must adopt sustainable farming
practices to align with evolving consumer
preferences and ensure the long-term vi-
ability of their operations. In this context,
digital marketing is not just a tool but a
megaphone. It serves as a powerful tool
for communicating farmers' sustainability
initiatives and environmental stewardship
efforts to consumers. Through compelling
storytelling, multimedia content, and edu-
cational campaigns, farmers can showcase
their commitment to sustainable practices
and build trust with environmentally con-

N T

and

scious consumers.

The poultry industry faces multifaceted
challenges in Stanislaus County, Cen-

tral Valley, and beyond. However, poul-
try farmers can overcome obstacles and
thrive in an ever-evolving agricultural
landscape by harnessing online technol-
ogy and embracing innovative approaches
to disease management, market analysis,
and sustainability. Through collaboration,
innovation, and a steadfast commitment to
excellence, poultry farmers in Stanislaus
County and the Central Valley can continue
to provide high-quality poultry products
that nourish their communities and sustain-
ably support their livelihoods.

To enhance your company's online pres-
ence, whether it's creating a new website,
updating an existing one, needing assis-
tance with Online Reputation Management
or seeking a virtual assistant for social me-
dia posting or phone support, visit www.
sisbroinnovation.com. You can also contact
Sisbro Innovation directly at (800) 291-9102
for further assistance or call Kathryn Ramos
directly to schedule a FREE consultation at
(719) 237-9155.

. SO, WHERE DOES YOUR
| BUSINESS GO FROM HERE?

CRYSTAL BALL A BIT CLOUDY...?
The team at VERMEULEN & COMPANY

will help you find the answers. We begin

with an objective evaluation of performance

prospects and then develop a structured
plan to help you make smarter decisions.

Call or e-mail for more info today.

Vermeulen ~ Company

AN ACCOUNTANCY CORP.

1180 W. Main Street, Suite2 * Ripon

209.599.5051 ¢ www.VermeulenCPA.com
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Farmers and Ranchers Care for
the Land, 365 Days a Year

By: Zippy Duvall,
American Farm Bureau President

We just celebrated Earth Day. But there’s
not a day that goes by, when farmers aren’t
thinking about how to leave the land better
than we found it. Sustainability is just what
we do on the farm, as we like to say. Each
sustainable practice—no matter how big or
small —adds up in a big way across agri-
culture. Farmers and ranchers understand
that if we consistently do right by the land,
it'll be there for generations to come. And
that’s why U.S. agriculture continues to
lead the way in climate-smart practices.

You don’t have to take my word for it,
either. Just this week the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency released its annual
Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory. Not
only does agriculture continue to make up
a relatively small slice of emissions, but we
are reducing our impact. Overall, agricul-
ture makes up less than 10% of GHG emis-
sions in the U.S. compared to other sectors.
But that number is only a fraction of all
that farmers and ranchers are achieving
together as we care for our land, air and
water.

Thanks to innovative practices and technol-
ogy, we are increasingly producing more
with less. We are growing more crops

with fewer inputs like water, fertilizer and
pesticides. That doesn't mean those tools to
grow and protect crops are any less essen-
tial. With precision agriculture technology,
we can pinpoint what is needed down to

See "AFBF" on page 25
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Commodity Fact Sheet

Poultry

Information compiled by the California Poultry Federation

How Produced — Turkeys and chickens are raised on
ranches throughout the state. Turkeys are the result of 18
months of careful effort. First, eggs are purchased from

the tender, broad-breasted bird seen in the market. These
birds weigh three and a half times as much as the wild turkeys
eaten by the Pilgrims. Today’s turkey consumes 30% less

a ‘“primary breeder’” who specializes in
producing superior genetic stock. In 28 days,
they hatch into potential breeders. Those that
pass a rigorous selection process are placed
in a breeding program that produces market
turkeys. After hatching, the turkeys are ready
for market in four to five months.

Raising chickens for market is much faster.
Incubation takes only 21 days. Eggs are
placed in an incubator, located in a chick
hatchery. After hatching, they are counted and
graded before delivery to the customer’s farm.
There are two types of egg laying chickens:
the meat-type breeder and the egg-type
breeder. Chicks raised for meat are ready in

California Chicken

California Turkey

feed and requires one month less growing
time to reach market weight than turkeys did
40 years ago. The most common commercial
turkey comes from strains developed over
the years to produce a white, broad-breasted
turkey.

Commodity Value — The U.S. poultry industry
produced chickens, turkeys, egygs,
squab, and game birds for a combined

value of more than $100 billion. In
California, this industry is valued at $8
bilion. In 2019, California chicken
producers raised more than 275 million

birds, which ranks California among the top
10 chicken producing states. California

40 to 45 days. Hens kept for egg laying are kep
in production for 44 to 60 weeks before being sold to market.

History — The first known domesticated poultry are believed
to be the red jungle fowl, a member of the pheasant family,
which lives in the forests and bamboo jungles of India and
Southeast Asia. Jungle fowl were captured and kept for their
eggs and for meat by about 2000 B.C. in Asia. It is thought
that all domestic poultry in the world today are descended
from this one species.

Over the past 100 years, poultry production has grown from
backyard flocks and small, local businesses into highly

efficient businesses. In the 1800s and early 1900s many

families had backyard flocks for eggs and for meat. By the
20s and 30s, the broiler chicken evolved, and was
raised specifically for its meat. In the 40s, 50s, and 60s,
feed mills, hatcheries, farms, and processors were still all
separately run businesses. Vertical integration began in the
mid-1960s, meaning poultry businesses operated all
aspects from growing chicks to transporting the finished
product. In the late 60s and early 70s, television and media
began to market chicken under brand names. Today, most
California poultry is sold under a few family-owned farms.

Varieties/Breeds — More than 300 breeds of chickens exist
but only a few are appropriate for meat-type
commercial production. Common breeds include New
Hampshire, White Plymouth Rock, Cornish, or hybrid strains
developed by combining breeds to meet producers’ needs.

Turkeys have roamed North and South America for 10 million
years. Wild turkeys still exist but they are not very similar to

4
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turkey producers raised more than 14
million birds ranking turkey within the top eight states.
California is the top squab producing state. California
chicken companies process more than 800,000 chickens per
day and more than 760 different California chicken products
are sold in supermarkets and grocery stores throughout the
West.

Top Producing Counties — The Central Valley is the primary
poultry producing area. Fresno, Merced, Stanislaus, San
Joaquin, and Sonoma are top producing counties for chicken.
Stanislaus, Fresno, Merced, Kings, and San Joaquin are top
producing counties for turkey. These rural areas allow room
for ranches while allowing access to quick and economical
transportation to market.

Nutritional Value — Poultry is in the protein food group
and provides nutrients that are important for your body.
Nutrients include B-vitamins (niacin, thiamin, riboflavin,
and B-6), vitamin E, iron, zinc, and magnesium. Turkey
and chicken are low in fat and calories while providing
a high-protein meat source.

For Additional Information:
California Poultry Federation
(209) 576-6355

cpif.org
nationalchickencouncil.org
eatturkey.com

ry

This is one in a series of fact sheets composed by the California Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom (CFAITC). For additional educational
materials: CFAITC, 2600 River Plaza Drive, Suite 220, Sacramento, CA 95833-3293 # (916) 561-5625 # (800) 700-AITC # Fax: (916) 561-5697
Email: info@learnaboutag.org # Website: LearnAboutAg.org ©2019 California Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom. All rights reserved.
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each plant, conserving resources, saving
money and reducing our carbon footprint.
Being so precise also helps us increase
yields. How far have we come in increasing
production? Well, just 30 years ago, farm-
ers would have needed 100 million more
acres to match what we’re growing today.

in GHGs from the use of renewable fuels
in place of gasoline was equal to taking 30
million cars off the road.

Farmers are not just focused on reducing
when it comes to sustainability either. We
are also enriching —enriching the soil on
our farms and enriching the forests and

wildlife habitats surrounding our land.

Farmers have also led the way in embrac-
ing and growing renewable energy. Over
the last decade, we have seen a 167% in-
crease in farms and ranches using renew-
able energy producing systems, which
includes geothermal, solar panels, wind-
mills, hydro systems and methane digest-
ers — that’s nearly 100,000 additional farms.
Farmers are also at the forefront of grow-
ing renewable energy, such as ethanol and
biodiesel. Last year alone, the reduction

Rico, PFITZER, PIRES & ASSOCIATES
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC. Lic 0499798

"Proudly celebrating over 50 years of excellence in our industry"
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rdelacruz@rppins.com

Leslie Machado
(209) 856-8814
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In fact, farmers’ and ranchers’ intentional
efforts to provide habitat for wildlife have
contributed to population increases in
native wildlife such as deer, moose and
certain species of birds. Proper use of
livestock grazing even maintains distinc-
tive plant communities and soil structure
necessary to support threatened and en-
dangered species on both public and pri-
vate lands. When we look at the full scope
of sustainability on the farm, nearly 300
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million acres are voluntarily dedicated to
climate smart practices, according to the

latest USDA Census of Agriculture. That
adds up to one-third of U.S. farmland!

I hope that this Earth Day, and every day,
we will recognize the dedication and care-
ful stewardship of farmers and ranchers
across the country. Sustainability often
starts on the farm, but it doesn’t stop
there. At Farm Bureau, we believe that
sustainability takes partnership —across
agriculture and the supply chain—to en-
sure farmers and ranchers have the tools
they need to farm today and for genera-
tions to come. Together, we can ensure that
we build a sustainable future for our farms
and ranches and our families as we grow
food, fiber and renewable fuel for our na-
tion and the world.

Register Now
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STANISLAUS COUNTY

ZIEARM

Eum o |'WORKFORCE
OF COMMERCE DEVELOPMEN
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Unleash The Fun Without Breaking The Bonk’

Stanislaus County Fair

TICKET PRESALE
Begins April 27 & Ends July 4th!

General General Unlimited

$Y2 mision  SB Aumission S pides

FREE Concerts - Arena Events « Exhibits - Midway FUN!

Experience the ultimate entertainment!
Join us for free nightly concerts on Modelo
Variety Free Stage, thrilling events in the
Foodmaxx arena, captivating exhibits, and
tons of fun in the Midway!

® STANISLAUS ¢

WATER & POWER N it 9 [ - ; :
h ¥ =l " SCOUNTYFAIR ¢

THE VALUE OF N i M  JULY':
INNOVATION . : 5ol4 :

#Stancol:a,,.

#StanCoFaj, stStanCoFair

TID invests in emerging technology i \ SRR
and innovative programs to efficiently N % FAIR AND ARENA TICKETS:

utilize entrusted resources. N STANCOFAIR.COM

Efficient Irrigation Pays

Set yourself up for an efficient irrigation season by following these steps:

Irrigation System Maintenance Checklist for Calfornia Almond Growers

In the Field:

|| Flush Main & Submains

|| Flush Irrigation Laterals & Hoses

| ] Service Air Vents

D Repair Leaking Riser Tee's

D Spot Check Irrigation Line Pressures

D Replace Broken or Worn Sprinkler Nozzles &
Spaghetti Hose

At the Pump:

[ ] Check Pump Flow Rate & Pressure

D Repair Leaks at Pump Station

|| Service Pumps & Oilers

D Service Pump Electrical Panel

|| Review & Verify Filter Controller Flush Times
|| Service Filters for Leaks & Media Condition

Scan QR code for free grower 3 ks ! @Call Ornla
fortie e almonds

resources and irrigation tools. s
: E " Almond Board of California
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lienset 276550 A | ), Larsen
Pumps, inc.

MODESTO HILMAR
(209)529-2020 (209)634-7276

Agrl cultural Leaders in Nut Harvesting Equipment

Residential e TRADITION
Industrial GRI
C omme rC| - I CRAFTSMANSHIP

Serving the agricultural community since 1936

4737 Toomes Road, Salida Ca. (209) 545-1167
See all our products at goflory.com

\: GROW YOUR AGRICULTURAL BUSINESS
5|SBRU INNOVATION ONLINE WITH SISBRO INNOVATION!

DIGITAL CONSULTANT « Elevate your farm's online presence with Sisbro

HELPING LOCAL BUSINESSES CONNECT WITH LOCAL FAMILIES

Innovation's expert website and marketing solutions.

UNLOCK DIGITAL SUCCESS FOR YOUR FARM Our Pay As You Go Website Program offers an

Visit Sisbrol ti I affordable and flexible solution, allowing you to maintain a
ISIL VRIS ISDEOINIOYaUOILCOI OF Ga strong online presence without a hefty upfront investment.

(800) 291-9102 to schedule a consultation | o website development to online marketing strategies,

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS we specialize in helping agricultural businesses thrive in
Mention this ad for a complimentary website evaluation and the digital landscape.

consultation. Let us help you sow the seeds of your online success! |, Oyr team understands the unique needs of the
agricultural industry, delivering tailored solutions that
drive growth and visibility.

« With Sisbro Innovation by your side, your farm can reach
new markets, attract customers, and increase revenue.

» Based in Modesto, CA, we're locally owned and operated,
offering personalized service and support to our fellow
farmers.




EAT LOCAL, BUY
CALIFORNIA GROWN

Eighty-five percent of California consumers say it is important to them to purchase foods grown in California.
The California Poultry Federation encourages you to buy California Grown poultry products.
Supporting all California-grown food products results in higher food quality, improved food safety, and higher

Environmental and animal welfare standards, in addition to significant economic benefits to Californians.

L

FOSTER
FARMS.

— Serving Families Since 1939 —

"ll-..____--—__

)

PRODUCERS

OF CALIFORNIA

—of California

California Poultry Federation Executive Board
David Rubenstein, Pitman Family Farms—Chairman
Jason Arnold, Petaluma Poultry--Vice Chairman
Tom Bower, Foster Farms--Secretary/Treasurer
Dalton Rasmussen, Squab Producers of California-- Past Chairman
Bill Mattos, California Poultry Federation—President

4640 Spyres Way, Suite 4 Modesto, CA 95356 209-576-6355




