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M & J Farms raises East Friesen, Lacaune and Assaf breed milking sheep 
near Hughson. See Page 4 for the full story.
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Sweepstakes
YF&R

Support Stanislaus County Young
Farmers & Ranchers!

All tickets are $100 each and can be purchased on
our website or from a YF&R member. Please call our

office with any questions!

ALL PACKAGES VALUED AT $1,000

insureCAL
Gun

Package 
$1,000 gift card
to Alquist Arms

American
AgCredit
Backyard
Package 

Solo stove firepit,
Blackstone, Ooni

Pizza Oven

Yosemite
Farm Credit

Home
Package 

$500 Williams
Sonoma gift

card, $500 Home
Goods gift card

Support Ag Youth: Enter the 
Stanislaus County YF&R 
Sweepstakes!

The Stanislaus County Young Farmers and 

Ranchers (YF&R) are excited to announce 
our 2025 Sweepstakes Fundraiser—and we 
need your support! This year, we’ve put to-
gether three incredible prize packages, each 
valued at $1,000, thanks to generous dona-
tions from insureCAL, American AgCredit, 

and Yosemite Farm Credit.

Whether you're looking to upgrade your 
backyard BBQ setup, shop for the home, or 
purchase a new firearm, we’ve got a pack-
age for you! Tickets are $100 each and give 
you a chance to win one of the following:

•	 insureCAL Gun Package: $1,000 gift 
card to Alquist Arms

•	 American AgCredit Backyard Pack-
age: Solo stove firepit, Blackstone, and an 
Ooni Pizza Oven

•	 Yosemite Farm Credit Home Pack-
age: $500 gift card to Williams Sonoma + 
$500 to Home Goods

All proceeds from this fundraiser directly 
benefit our local ag community. Funds 
raised help us purchase livestock animals 
from deserving youth at the Stanislaus 
County Fair and provide scholarships to 
students pursuing degrees in agriculture. 
It’s one of the many ways YF&R invests in 
the future of our industry and supports the 
next generation of agricultural leaders.

Tickets can be purchased through our 
website or by reaching out to any YF&R 
member. Your support makes a diěer-
ence—we hope you’ll join us in giving back 
while geĴing the chance to win big!

For questions or to learn more, please 
contact the Stanislaus County Farm Bureau 
oĜce. Let’s keep agriculture strong in our 
county—together!
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Wooly Innovation: Hughson 
Sheep Farmers Grow a Greener 
Garden

By Vicky Boyd

Marcie and Josh Davis have taken what 
was essentially a waste product and turned 
it into an all-natural specialty fertilizer they 
believe will benefit commercial nurseries 
and home gardeners alike. Marketed as 
Wooly Garden, their pelletized product is 
made from the roughly 8,000 pounds of 
wool produced annually by their herd of 
500 to 600 milking sheep near Hughson. 
The fertilizer resembles pelletized rabbit 
chow and provides 9% nitrogen and 3% 
soluble potash, according to the third-party 
analysis required by the California Depart-
ment of Food and Agriculture as part of 
registration. But as Josh joked, that was 
probably their lowest analysis, and the ni-
trogen usually runs about 2% higher.

What sets Wooly Garden apart from most 
standard fertilizers is it slowly breaks down 
and releases nitrogen, providing sustained 
food to plants rather than potentially burn-
ing them with high nitrogen rates. The 

wool also readily absorbs moisture, helping 
save water and keeping plants hydrated 
between waterings.

PUTTING WOOL TO THE COMMERCIAL 
TEST

Jesse Hernandez, owner of Morris Whole-
sale Nursery in Riverbank, has been con-
ducting trials with both the Davises’ wool 
pellets as well as their raw wool. In June, 
he initially looked at raw wool as a type 
of mulch applied about 0.4 inch thick to 
manage weeds in poĴed aster plants. He 
compared it to their normal pre-emergent 
herbicide treatment.

“Low and behold, the weed control was 
there,” Hernandez said of the wool, add-
ing it provided as good if not beĴer control 
than the chemicals. He also saw the plants 
in the wool-treated pots were 20% to 30% 
larger during the early growth stages, likely 
due to the slow-release nitrogen.

In addition, Hernandez is experimenting 
with the wool pellets as potential replace-
ments for hydrogel polymers that nurser-
ies regularly use to improve plant hydra-

tion. He blended 2 

pounds of wool pellets per 1 cubic yard of 
poĴing soil.

“Normally in nurseries, we try to have a 
controlled watering regimen, but the fact 
remains that organic soils have a tendency 
to dry to the point that water just shies 
away,” he said. “The wool does exactly 
the same thing (as polymers), but they’re 
organic. It’s a beautiful byproduct from 
something that’s been thrown away.”

Keeping the plants hydrated becomes even 
more important in six packs and ground 
cover Ěats where the plants are surrounded 
by only a small amount of soil and dry out 
quickly. Because the pellet trials were just 
started in June, Hernandez said he doesn’t 
have final results. 

“Pellets incorporated into the soil definitely 
work, but because we only started the proj-
ect here in June, some of the plants are still 
developing,” he said. “But the early results 
are very positive.”

He said he believed the pellets also greened 
up the plants slightly because of their slow-
release nitrogen.

Hernandez planned to increase the use rate 
to 4 pounds of pellets per cubic yard of soil 

Marcie and Josh Davis sell their Wooly Garden wool pellet specialty fertil-
izer through Amazon as well as at the Ripon and Oakdale farmers markets.

(from left) Morgan Lourenco, Georgia Davis, Gregory Lourenco and 
Jackson Davis sit atop bags of raw wool waiting to be made into pellets.
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to examine potential diěerences in future 
trials.

THE QUEST FOR UPCYCLING WOOL

The Davises operate M & J Farms, which 
milks sheep twice daily and sells the milk 
to Bellwether Farms near Petaluma to pro-
duce yogurt and cheese. Since they began 
the operation in 2015, it has grown from 
about 50 head to the now 500 to 600 head.

The Davises have their sheep shorn twice a 
year. But since their animals were bred for 
milk production and not wool, they didn’t 
have a profitable outlet for the coarser 
Ěeece. That prompted them to look for 
ways to upcycle what is a waste product.

Initially Marcie tried making wool dryer 
balls, but she found they couldn’t com-
pete with cheap imports. The Davises then 
looked into using wool to make a specialty 
fertilizer, which Marcie said wasn’t a new 
idea. 

“We didn’t invent the concept, but I think 
it’s more prevalent in the Midwest, North-
east and mountain states,” Marcie said. 

Much of the limited research on wool pel-
lets has been conducted by the University 

of Vermont. In one trial using spinach and 
tomatoes, the UV researchers found they 
performed comparably to organic fertilizers 
when both were applied based on the same 
nitrogen rates.

Details have yet to be worked out, but Ben-
jamin Hoover, Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo 
associate professor of sustainable nursery 
production, said he planned to oěer stu-
dents research on the wool pellets as a 
senior project option this fall. 

One area of interest includes looking at 
whether top dressing or incorporating the 
wool pellets increases water-use eĜciency 
compared to an untreated control, he said. 
Another is whether the wool pellets result 
in less nutrient run-oě than the control.

As Hoover has done in the past, he said he 
also may add using the wool pellets as a 
top dress to reduce weeds in containers as a 
research option.

THE ROAD TO WOOLY GARDEN

In this age of the Internet, Marcie said they 
were able to research how to process their 
wool and learned that shredding it first 
speeds pelletization.

They purchased a pellet mill from Indiana-
based Buskirk engineering, but Josh said 
he preferred a shredder from Chechnya. 
It took six to eight months to receive the 
imported machine.

The pelletizing process heats the wool up 
to about 180 degrees, creating an easy to 
handle product. In order to market a fertil-
izer directly to consumers, CDFA requires 
it first be registered. 

The state also requires a third-party labora-
tory conduct a nutrient analysis. But com-
pleting the necessary registration forms 
and making sure all of the so-called I’s 
were doĴed and T’s were crossed was a 
challenge, Marcie said. The Davises began 
producing the pellets in February and mar-
keting them in April. 

They recommend mixing in about 1 table-
spoon of pellets into the soil for each 6-inch 
pot. For a garden space, they recommend 
spreading 1 pound of pellets around 15 
square feet. Based on their experience, they 
said the pellets will last six to eight months 
before users need to add more. 

The Davises currently sell their Wooly 
Garden pellets through Amazon in 2- and 
5-pound bags and at a handful of Northern 

California nurs-
eries. They also 
market their pellets 
along with their 
U.S. Department 
of Agriculture-
certified lamb meat 
at the Ripon and 
Oakdale farmers 
markets.

In the future, Josh 
said he’d like to 
develop a 50-pound 
bag designed for 
commercial nurser-
ies. 

After they are processed, the wool pellets resemble rabbit chow. Six-year-old Jackson Davis holds some of the raw 
wool used to make the Wooly Garden specialty 

fertilizer in his hand.
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Photos Contest !!!
Am I eligible?  
The contest is open to anyone (professional 
photographer or not) in Stanislaus County.  
 
How many photos may I enter?  
An entrant may submit up to five photos.  
 
What are the prizes?  
The first place winner receives $250 cash and 
will be featured on the cover of our Member-
ship special.  
 
Contest Rules 
• Photos must highlight Stanislaus County 
agriculture. 
• WriĴen agreement 
to terms and condi-
tions is required.  
• The model re-
lease portion of the 
entry form must 
also be completed 
and signed by each 
entrant; a parent or 
guardian must sign 
for a minor. 
• All photos submit-
ted become property 
of Stanislaus County 
Farm Bureau*. 
• Stanislaus County 
Farm Bureau may, 
without oěering any 
consideration to or 
obtaining the further 
permission of its 
submiĴer, use any 
submiĴed photo for 
any purpose*. 
** Intended uses 
include but not lim-
ited to newspaper, 
E-news, social media, 
general publica-
tions and marketing 
materials around 
Stanislaus County 
Agriculture and 
Farm Bureau. 
 
Photo requirements 
and preferences  
• Images from mo-
bile devices may be 
submiĴed if they are 

high resolution. 
• Turn oě the date stamp option on your cam-
era. Photos on which a date stamp or photogra-
pher’s name is visible will be disqualified. 
• All photos must be in .jpg format. 
 
What is the entry deadline?  
Entries must be entered by September 26, 2025.

How do I enter?  
Email your photos to abid@stanfarmbureau.org 
or submit via our google form. 
 
Agreement 
 By entering this contest, you grant to Stanislaus 
County Farm Bureau and to its aĜliates and 
member county Farm Bureaus a royalty-free, 

worldwide, perpetual, non-exclusive license 
to use, publish, display, distribute, reproduce, 
edit, adapt, and create derivative works of the 
submiĴed photographs, in whole or in part, in 
any media now known or hereafter developed 
or discovered, including in use on websites and 
social media, in publications and for promo-
tional purposes, without compensation or prior 
notice to you or your successors or assigns, or 
any other person or entity. Entering a submis-
sion in this contest constitutes your irrevocable 
assignment, conveyance, and transference of 
these rights.  
 
Questions? Call (209) 522-7278 or email abid@
stanfarmbureau.org. 
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321 Spreckels Ave.  Manteca, CA 95336     (209)  522-3271      Highway 33 Patterson, CA 95363

PARTS |  SERVICE |  SALES |  LEASING |  RENTALS |  USED EQUIPMENT |  NEW EQUIPMENT

ALSO HANDLES

AGCO HESSTON HAY EQUIPMENT

COMPACT TRACTOR RENTALS

PEERLESS DRYING EQUIPMENT

DONALDSON FILTER

SCHMEISER TILLAGE/ORCHARD EQUIPMENT

JAYLOR FEEDING EQUIPMENT

PARTS & SERVICES ON MOST BRANDS OF EQUIPMENT

The Largest Selection of Heavy Duty Shop Tools and Machinery In Northern California

Modesto (209) 529-8984          Turlock (209) 632-2315
512 River Road                      712 Lander Avenue

RAYCO INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1969

Air Compressors

Steam and High Pressure Cleaners 
Metal Working Tools and Machinery

Automotive Tools and Equipment, Shop Heaters and Coolers
Hand Tools, Abrasives, Saw Blades and Safety Supplies
Power Tools, Wood Working Tools and Machinery

Used Tool and Machinery Dealer

Sales and Service

California Contractors License 708487

Phil Rumble:  (209) 996-1517

Topping    Hedging

Brush Stacking

Orchard Management

rumbletopping.com
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Roofing • fencing • Plywood • Siding

HaRdwaRe • inSulation • windowS • o.S.B.

Denair Location: (209) 632-2494

Riverbank Location: (209) 869-4424

www.DenairLumberCo.com

As another membership service, Farm Bureau members are of﻿fered FREE classi¿ed advertising in the Stanislaus 
Farm News. Ads must be 18 words or less and only one ad per month per membership (membership number 
required.) Ads may be MAILED to the Stanislaus Farm News, or BROUGHT to the SCFB oႈce, 1201 L Street, 
Downtown Modesto. NO PHONE-IN OR FAX free ads will be accepted. Free ads are restricted to farm machinery 
or equipment or unprocessed farm products. Farm jobs wanted or of﻿fered will also be accepted. No real estate 
ads and no commercial items or services will be accepted. 209-522-7278

FREE ADS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

Classi¿ed Ad's $4.40 per run.
COPY DEADLINE: MONDAY 12 NOON

Sale Alfalfa. Best price, great 
quality. Bigger Bales especially 
suited to horses. Cook Valley 

Angus Ranches Modesto 209 996 
7365 & Available May- Oct

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS CUT 

YOUR ENERGY BILLS  ELIMINATE 

DUST & NOISE 
Lowest Prices Guaranteed! Largest Selection in the 

Valley! Windows, Doors, Skylights, Soundproofing, 

Licensed, Bonded & Insured. 

Visit Our Showroom: 
1050 Kansas Ave., Modesto

 Cal Comfort Insulating Windows, Inc.

Contractors Lic. #51317 Class C17B

209-527-1310 (TFN) Wilson Portable Welding 

Structural • Fabrication • General 
Repair 

• Dairy Repair • Ag Repair
•Mobile - 765-3596 

• Shop – 524-3016 (TFN)

RATES: Display rates on request. Terms are cash. Ads should be paid for at time 
of ¿rst insertion or immediately after receipt of bill if order is placed by telephone 
or mail. ERRORS: The Stanislaus Farm News will not be liable for more than one 
incorrect insertion. Errors must be called to the attention of the Classi¿ed Advertis-
ing Department not later than 4 p.m. on the Tuesday following publication of the ad. 
Claims for adjustment must be made within 15 days. We reserve the right to reject or 
revise any advertisement. 

120 SPECIAL NOTICES

Woodbridge Spraying
Field Spraying

Orchard Spraying
Backhoe

380-0727 (TFN)

1000 SERVICES

800 For Rent

1000 SERVICES

Orchard/Vineyard 
removal

Attrition piles too 
Davis Ag

209-670-5278

We haul Rock, Sand, Gravel, 
Demolition Clean Up & Removal, 

Tree Holes, Irrigation Lines & More. 
Lic. # 884701

Home-(209) 848-0538
Cell (209) 525-7715 (TFN)

RON MARTELLA
Custom Nut Harvesting
SHAKING, SWEEPING

AND HARVESTING
883-4819 or 883-0690

PROAG Commercial 

Ag. Spraying

Orchard, vineyard $ herbicide 
applications

209-613-6355 Pat, 209-678-8072 
Matt, 209-613-3227 Justin

Visit proag.webs.com

METAL BUILDINGS
  Provided & installed, interior upgrades 
available, fully engineered, references 
available. Active Industrial Contracting

Michael Frost - 613-3548. 
Lic. #735904 (TFN)

Electrical and 
Refrigeration Service

No job to small. Troubleshooting, 
upgrades on home, ranch, dairy, and 

commercial buildings.
209-648-7748

1100 MISCELLANEOUS

LOW COST HOUSING Largest Inventory 
in Valley of Preowned Mobile Homes. Ap-
prox. 100 to choose from. Priced to ¿t your 
Budget. Transportation Available. DLR. 
209-632-0854.

Noeller Farm

farm & ranch management
Almond, Peaches, Walnuts
custom Almond & Walnuts

(209) 883-2417 or 
(209) 606-2084

Kenyon Organic Services
Organic Consulting Services

Crop and Livestock
Carol Kenyon
(209) 484-1097

ck.cattle23@gmail.com

Martin Reyes 

Land leveling, Discing Chiseling
Lice.#954989

(209) 605-4079

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

510 LIVESTOCK

For Sale:
John Deere 5100ML low pro¿le with Exact cab

Vrisimo Àail mower – 12’ & 8’
PBM 500 gallon sprayer with electric valves (never 

used)
Durand Wayland 500 gallon sprayer

Domries Àoat leveler – 12’                                               

Call Joe: 209-404-3326

Verisimo Might Max fail mower. Model # 
SC-100 asking $5000

Orchard Àoat roller 9ft wide asking $1000
Text or leave a VM    209-505-1731

Need help with your Farm 

Labor? 

Call Lencioni Farm Services
209-537-2186

Spring tooth with attached following harrow. 8 
ft wide, 3 point hook-up asking $1000

Brush rake. Rear push. 9ft wide adjustable 
spacing for 4 or 5 forks asking $1000

Text or leave VM for 
209-505-1731

Dairy for Rent

Permitted for 614 Cows

With Flush and Freestalls 

400 head open heifer facility

Turlock, Ca

Call 209-678-2632

Tractor trailer, crank up 
ramps. 20" truck tires $2500

Call 209-537-9491

Wanted:
Cash paid for OLD Barn and Shop 

items; vintage tools, unwanted junk, old 
bottles & oil cans

209-774-6582

Premier California Properties
Ag/Investment Properties

Marcus Haney
Realtor #01917446

Contact me at 209/605-6727
www.premiercaproperties.com

Orchard & wild land tree piles. 

Smokeless 

conversion to biochar on site. 

Davis Agriculture 

(209) 670-5278

Fordson Collectors!
1955 FMD 

Roll Cage Exr    Weights   Runs 
Needs work   Great tires   $4,000

209-768-6060   Send a MSG.

3/4 inch METAL PIPE, 10 FOOT 
SECTIONS, 700 PCS.
Tom (209) 402-9870 or 

Bob (209) 402-9873

1989 heavy duty 2 axle gooseneck trailer
20' plus 5' long beavertail
plus ramps and wincher

26,000 lb capacity
$12,000 OBO, great condition

call 209-988-3428

For Sale

’67 2T Chevy Truck w/16’ Bed, 21’ Trailer 
$12,000

‘60s Yale 5k Forklift $6,000
Bin Trailers $1,500/ea

Contact: 209-988-0700

Ford 3400 runs well
12 aĴachments, Diesel 

Needs a new home
$9000/obo   Call 209-479-6214

Rene’s mobile notary
Notary Public

Certified loan signing 
agent 

Call for a quote 
Cal 209-252-4641

Insured Bonded Certified 

Weiss McNair 9800 Calif Special PTO almond pickup 
machine. homas discharge cart
4 super carts, Thomas elevator

Duran Wyland 500 gal PTO air blast sprayer 
Kubota M9960 tractor, Schmeiser 10 foot Ěoat

10 foot orchard Ěoat
PBM HAV 300 weed sprayer 

10 foot oěset disk, CoĴon trailer 
Call Lane, 209-484-0882

2022 M7060HD12 Kubota Tractor Front Blade/
Groomer*Front Assist*Rear Rubber

Scrapper*For Freestalls & Feed Pushup* Low Hours 
1620 *$40,000     2024 Honda 4 TraxRancher*Excellent 

Condition *$7,500    100 Gallon Sprayer w/ PTO 
Pump* 10 FT Wide Boom w/ hand sprayer*$2,500

Contact Dwayne 209-678-1151

LAND FOR RENT
8 ACRES, OAKDALE
NEAR PIONEER RD -on OID

Owner live in house while leasing.

$2K/MONTH- renew 3-5year
CONTACT: JOHN @ 209-857-9750

jcdirect420@gmail.com

Hampton Ranch, CA
8' pretrested posts  ~  4" diameter

$15 each
Hickman, Ca

Call 209-648-3249

10 ft rears mower $6200     10.5 ft hy-
draulic disc $1850     12 ft spring tooth 

$1000     3 blade ridger $2250 
3 shank ripper $2000

Cal John @ 209-988-8440
Leave a message or text

2025 Wheat Hay 3 string bales 
$7/bale call 209-484-3493
Leave message, no texts
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California Farm Bureau 
Advocacy in Action

Source: Ca Farm Bureau

Water 

The California Farm Bureau plans to aĴend 
all meetings of the California State Water 
Resources Control Board’s second state-
wide agricultural expert panel. 

Farm Bureau was involved in the first 
expert panel and has heavily litigated the 
issue. Litigation related to the Central Coast 
Agriculture Order that Farm Bureau was 
involved in led to convening of the second 
expert panel. 

The state’s second statewide agricultural 
expert panel will meet in person and vir-
tually Aug. 8 and Aug. 14, from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m., to evaluate the data collected as 
part of the state’s Irrigated Lands Regula-
tory Program and consider the approaches 
adopted in waste discharge requirements 
issued by the Central Valley Regional Water 

Quality Control Board for growers in the 
eastern San Joaquin River watershed. 

To register to participate or to learn more, 
go to www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_is-
sues/programs/agriculture/2025-expert-
panel.html. 

Meanwhile, the State Water Resources 
Control Board last week released a revised 
draft update to the Bay-Delta Water Quality 
Control Plan and seeks public comment on 
the document through Sept. 10. 

The announcement begins a public review 
and comment period on the proposal that 
would update measures in the Bay-Delta 
plan to protect the Sacramento River, the 
delta and associated tributaries

The revised draft includes proposed chang-
es based on input and comments received 
throughout the planning process, including 
additional options for Ěow and habitat, and 
refinements to the water-user-supported 
alternative titled “Healthy Rivers and 
Landscapes,” also known as the “voluntary 

agreements.”

State law requires 
that the state water 
board adopt wa-
ter quality control 
plans to protect and 
balance beneficial 
uses of water, in-
cluding municipal, 
industrial, agricul-
tural, and fish and 
wildlife uses. 

The board sched-
uled a public 
hearing to receive 
comments on the 
revised document 
on Sept. 8 and 9 in 
Sacramento. 

California Farm 
Bureau plans to 
submit wriĴen 
comments. Addi-
tional information 

on opportunities to comment are available 
on the board’s notice.

Williamson Act

Solano County Farm Bureau member Dan-
iel Jones provided testimony in support of 
state Senate Bill 5, aimed at safeguarding 
California’s Williamson Act lands from 
being swept into infrastructure financing 
districts. 

Jones provided testimony in support of the 
legislation, authored by state Sen. Christo-
pher Cabaldon, D-West Sacramento, at a 
July 16 hearing before the state Assembly 
CommiĴee on Local Government. 

The bill would exclude the taxes levied 
upon a parcel of land enrolled in or subject 
to a Williamson Act contract or a farmland 
security zone contract from allocations to 
an enhanced infrastructure district or com-
munity revitalization authority. The legisla-
tion passed from the commiĴee with bipar-
tisan support

Ultra-processed foods

California Farm Bureau continues to op-
pose state legislation that seeks to address 
public health concerns by classifying food 
into two categories: ultra-processed food or 
not ultra-processed food. 

Farm Bureau’s concerns about Assembly 
Bill 1264, by Assembly Member Jesse Ga-
briel, D-Encino, were shared last week 
with the Senate Environmental Quality 
CommiĴee. While the bill advanced out of 
commiĴee and heads to the Senate Appro-
priations CommiĴee, many key issues are 
unresolved. 

Concerns remain about liability impli-
cations and the lack of clarity on what 
qualifies as ultra-processed food. Despite 
amendments, the bill still does not provide 
the technical specificity for stakeholders to 
be confident in its direction. Farm Bureau 
plans to continue working with coalition 
partners to voice concerns about the legisla-
tion.  
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209-238-3000

Leadership & Education in Ag 
Fund Grants $100,000 to San 
Joaquin A+ 

Established in 2023, Stanislaus Community 
Foundation’s Leadership and Education in 
Ag Fund (LEAF) supports agriculture stu-
dents, future leaders, and current workers 
in Stanislaus County through ag-focused 
leadership programs and scholarships – re-
sulting in a stronger talent pipeline for the 
Ag industry in our community. SCF recruit-
ed ten local ag leaders to provide insight 
into the current landscape of agriculture in 
our region and help identify impact oppor-
tunities. CommiĴee members include:

Ashley Ahlem, Ahlem Dairy
Joti Aulak, Stanislaus Foods
Celeste Ayers, GALLO
Melanie Chiesa, Martella Farms
Jacob DeBoer, American Ag Credit
Ali Morr Gemperle, Gemperle Family 
Farms
Anna Genasci, Stanislaus Farm Bureau
Jessica Godden, Stanislaus Partners in Edu-
cation
Pat Romero, Romero Farming
ScoĴ Severson, Mid Valley Ag Services

Working with SCF, the commiĴee granted 
$100,000 to San Joaquin A+, a nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to preparing local stu-
dents to be successful citizens who earn a 

living wage in a 
career that they 
love – without 
having to leave 
their commu-
nity. The fund-
ing will support 
the expansion 
of San Joaquin 
A+’s success-
ful workforce 
development 
program (cur-
rently operating 
in San Joaquin 
County) to 

bolster the agriculture sector in Stanislaus 
County. Oěered in partnership with 
Stanislaus Partners in Education, the pro-
gram will provide 100 students (ages 17-19) 
from underserved communities with career 
exposure opportunities, professional skills 
training, and opportunities for paid intern-
ships.

“We are so grateful for this investment 
from the Stanislaus Community Founda-
tion and the Leadership and Education in 
Ag Fund. At San Joaquin A+, we believe 
that every young person deserves access to 
meaningful career opportunities, especially 
in industries that define the identity and 
economy of our region. With this support, 
we’re excited to expand our proven model 
into Stanislaus County, connecting more 
students to professional skills, real-world 
experiences, and pathways to careers in 
agriculture, right here at home,” said Kai 
Kung, CEO of San Joaquin A+.

Melissa Van Diepen, Chief Philanthropy 
OĜcer at Stanislaus Community Founda-
tion, emphasized the significance of the in-
vestment: “This is more than a grant, it’s a 
long-term strategy to strengthen one of the 
region’s most vital industries. We’re grate-
ful to our advisory commiĴee and to San 
Joaquin A+ for helping us build a future 
where local talent can thrive right here at 

home.”
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Bays Ranch
Inc.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PRESIDENT'STHANK YOU FOR YOUR PRESIDENT'S

CLUB MEMBERSHIP!CLUB MEMBERSHIP!

Your support plays a vital role in Stanislaus County Farm Bureau's

efforts in defining and addressing the issues facing the Agricultural

Industry. We would like to thank our President's Club Members!



August 8, 2025 Stanislaus Farm News  — 13

See Health on page 14

PUT US TO THE 

TEST

18 FINK RD.

CROWS LANDING

USED PISTACHIO EQUIPMENT WITH JOHN DEERE ENGINES

FLEXIBLE FINANCING OPTIONS

HOURLY & SEASONAL LEASES AVAILABLE

SCAN FOR USED 

INVENTORY

NEED PARTS? CALL OR TEXT (559) 577-1832

Making Healthy Choices, Organ-
ic and Conventional

I love fresh summer produce. Walking 
through the grocery store or my local farm-
ers market takes me back to my Central 
Valley roots, when I would follow my dad 
through nectarine orchards and watermel-
on fields in California. We would sample 
pomegranates and pluots fresh in the field, 
long before any of these products were 
trendy. My dad showed me how to assess 
ripeness for good Ěavor. He taught me to 
steer clear of beehives and raĴlesnake dens. 
And he taught me to value the final prod-
uct over the production method. Whether 
organic or conventional, my dad wanted 
me to understand how my food was grown 
and to appreciate the men and women who 
grew it.

Organic and Conventional

We had organic and conventional produce 
in our home. It wasn’t an either-or choice 
for us. There was no ranking. My dad 

helped me see the benefits of both, and he 
taught me the ABCs of shopping for fresh 
produce. Those are lessons I apply weekly 
as I shop in urban markets, miles away 
from the nearest farms.

A – Assess for Flavor and Quality

Even now, I will call my dad early in the 
summer to ask him what is looking good 
this year. How did the weather treat the 
grapes? Will the early plums have good 
Ěavor, or should I wait for mid-summer 
varieties? To be clear, this quality check-in 
is all about Ěavor and preference. If you 
like your fruit on the tart side, the nutri-
tional value is no diěerent than fruit with 
a higher sweetness profile. Any produce 
that has made it to your local grocery store 
is safe for consumption. Fruit that was 
spoiled with an untimely rain shower or hit 
by a late freeze will get tossed in the field. 
If your peach has a liĴle scar or bruise, you 
can just trim it oě and enjoy the rest. Or, 
one of my favorite tricks, consider poaching 
them for a dessert topper.

B – Buy What You’ll Eat

Growing up around California agriculture 
and now working on behalf of farmers 
across the country, I have had the op-
portunity to see firsthand the sustainable 
and regenerative practices that farmers 
are using to keep our soil healthy and our 
air and water clean. What farmers cannot 
control is the food waste that can happen 
when produce gets to kitchens across the 
country. This is why my dad taught me to 
only buy what I can eat—and share the rest. 
Consumers can do our part by being good 
stewards of the produce we buy for our-
selves and our families. Let’s keep reaching 
for those healthy, farm fresh snacks!

C – Clean Your Produce

Whether you are buying conventional or 
organic, you should always wash your pro-
duce. But this washing has nothing to do 
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     for supporting, and or purchasing a market beef animal! Your 
support to youth in agriculture has not gone unnoticed!  We hope you have enjoyed the process. Our 
SCBS was developed to promote youth with a love for the beef industry.  In the last eleven years, we 
have provided the following:

1. Increased the average price per pound on market steers from $3.00 to $6.00 /lb. at the Stanislaus 
County Fair

2. Created a carcass contest that awards buckles in the following three areas: Rate of Gain, Carcass 
contest and Super Steer.

3. Provides the opportunity for youth to show market beef cattle through offering (5-6) merit awards 
per year.  Roughly 50 over the last 10 years at $1500 for each merit award

4. Providing scholarships to our graduating seniors who have applied, interviewed and then attended a 
post- secondary school.  1-5 scholarships per year at $500-$1,500 per scholarship depending on the 
involvement of the youth.

Sponsorship Opportunities

Dinner Sponsorships: Cattle Barron, Prime, Gun, Choice, 
Ranch Hand (call to see what�s included!)

Award Sponsorships: Buckles & Chairs for Champion of Rate 
of Gain, Carcass Contest & Super Steer

Merit Award Sponsorships: Awarded to livestock exhibitor 
to help cover cost of raising a market beef

Scholarships: Any amount donated that will be awarded to our 
Seniors during the awards banquet

Awards dinner will be held at:

� Diamond Bar Arena 

� August 23RD, 2025 at 5:30 p.m.;
Social and dinner at 6:00 p.m. 

� 6055 Central Ave, Ceres, CA 95307

� $65.00 per ticket or choose a level    
for Dinner Sponsors

Call or email Lori Marchy @ 209-678-1265 or
lmarchy@aol.com to reserve your spot today!

Stanislaus Cattleman�s Beef SupportersStanislaus Cattleman�s Beef Supporters

Thank Y� Thank Y� 

WE INVITE YOU TO OUR ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER ON AUGUST 23RD

Dear Beef Supporter of the Stanislaus County Fair

that allows our committee to honor hard work, community support and the love for agriculture. 
Please know that any and all contributions made to our organization are distributed back to the 

youth in the forms of scholarships, merit awards, and carcass awards.  

From Health on page 13

with the pesticides (conventional or organic) that may have been 
used in the field. I have lost count of the number of times, as a kid, 
that I enjoyed fruit fresh oě the tree. My dad would simply in-
struct me to brush the dirt oě with a clean handkerchief or t-shirt. 
Why was my dad confident it was safe for his young daughter to 
eat fresh from the field? Just like all farmers, he thinks about the 
safety of his family first, and he knows that when it comes to pes-
ticide residue, federal regulations are strict. How strict are they? 
So strict that the Environmental Protection Agency sets regulations 
for residue levels to be at least 10 times below what researchers 
have found to be safe. To put this in context for your own snack-
ing, you would need to eat more than 850 apples in ONE day to 
exceed the safety threshold for pesticide residue exposure. (Refer 
back to Step B.) Produce washing is about rinsing oě any remain-
ing dirt or debris from the field and handling.

Health and Aěordability

Ultimately, price is going to be a major factor in my shopping deci-
sions. For example, I am happy to buy conventionally grown car-

rots for a dollar less, as I know they are just as safe and nutritious. 
I’m also happy to splurge on organic heirloom carrots when I want 
a fancier side of roast veggies for the menu. My choices for healthy 
eating take into account what fits my budget and meal plans for 
the week. When I stock up on fresh tomatoes at the farmers market 
this weekend and pickup red seedless grapes at the grocery store, 
my goal is to get some fiber and a dose of vitamin C—and hope-
fully, I can find some good deals along the way.

No maĴer the ratio of organic to conventional purchases in my 
shopping cart, however, my purchases are part of a healthy, well-
balanced diet. And I know I am supporting hard-working farmers 
who care for their land and make choices that best fit their busi-
ness and meet market demands. These are choices I can feel good 
about, and that I trust my dad can be proud of.

Kari Barbic is a director of communications at the American Farm 
Bureau Federation.
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G3 Enterprises knows how to move your product with efficiency and care. We are ag hauling 

experts with equipment and capacity to haul year-round from field to processor, to packer and on 

as finished goods. Let’s put G3 InG3nuity to work for you — Visit G3Enterprises.com/AG-Hauling

G3 HAS BEEN HAULING 
CALIFORNIA’S HARVEST FOR 
OVER 40 YEARS. 
We’re large enough to serve and small enough to care.
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Serving the business law
needs of agricultural

clients since 1992

MS GW ATWOOD DESIRE

https://leemodelaw.com

Enhancing Worker Safety in 
Agriculture, Food, and Fuel 
Industries: Every STEP Counts

The following information is provided by 
Nationwide®, your approved insurance 
and financial services company. 

In high-risk industries like agriculture, food 
processing, and fuel distribution, one mis-
step can change a life forever. According to 
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, the ag-
riculture sector alone recorded 453 worker 
deaths in 2021—a fatality rate nearly five 
times higher than the average across all 
industries.¹ While safety standards have 
improved, even one preventable injury or 
death is too many.

Why Worker Safety MaĴers

A strong safety culture protects your most 
valuable asset—your 
people. It also reduc-
es costly incidents, 
improves productiv-
ity, and supports 
long-term business 
success. But how do 
you build a culture 
where safety is sec-
ond nature?

That’s where Every 
STEP Counts comes 
in.

Introducing the 
STEP Framework
Nationwide’s Ev-
ery STEP Counts 
program is a struc-
tured, educational 
framework designed 
to help businesses 
reduce risk and 
improve safety out-
comes. It focuses on 
four key areas:

S – Selection and 
Orientation
Hire right, start 

strong.

This phase helps employers identify candi-
dates with the right skills and experience 
for the job. It also emphasizes the impor-
tance of a robust orientation process to set 
expectations, reinforce safety protocols, and 
improve retention.

T – Training and Safety Programs
Keep safety top of mind.
Ongoing training is essential to maintaining 
a safe workplace. This component provides 
access to regulatory, general, and industry-
specific safety materials to help teams stay 
informed and compliant.

E – Events and Losses
Respond with care and clarity.
Even with the best precautions, incidents 
can happen. This phase supports eěective 
reporting, oěers innovative solutions dur-

ing a loss, and promotes prompt, compas-
sionate care for injured workers.

P – Post-Event Understanding and Actions
Learn, recover, and improve.
After an incident, it’s critical to analyze 
what happened and take steps to prevent 
recurrence. This includes formalizing 
return-to-work programs and conducting 
root cause analyses to drive continuous 
improvement.

Why Every STEP MaĴers
Understanding when and where risks are 
most likely to occur is key. Research shows 
that 40% of worker injury claims happen 

See Safe on page 21
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50 Acres of Farmland Available – 
Sharecrop Opportunity (Vernalis, CA)

We’ve got 50 acres of clean, Ěat farm-
land available in Vernalis, California, 
right across the road from our com-
post facility. It was previously used 

for almonds, but the orchard has been 
removed and the ground is ready to 
prep for farming. We’re open to sug-

gestions on what to plant.
Water is available on site, and the land 

needs to be prepped for planting.
We’re looking for a dependable 

farmer interested in a sharecropping 
deal – no monthly rent, just a fair split 
of the profits. You bring the work and 

experience; we provide the land.
If you’re interested or want to talk 

details, contact Tim Hester, General 
Manager at Recology Blossom Valley 

Organics North, at 
thester@recology.com

Registration Opens September 15!
Visit cfbf.com/annualmeeting, or call 916-561-5594

Scan the QR code

Get ready to grow, lead, and connect !

SAVE THE DATE!
December 6–9
Hyatt Regency Orange County  |  Anaheim, CA

Annual Meeting and 
YF&R State Conference2025

Two infl uential leaders you won’t want to miss!

Patti Poppe, CEO

Pacifi c Gas and Electric 
Company (PG&E)

Zippy Duvall, President

American Farm Bureau 
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YOUR

FUTURE

GROWS

HERE.

The change in agriculture today is just a 

glimpse of what lies ahead. It’s why, more 

than ever, we are committed to being the 

partner you can trust, who understands 

your needs and delivers value to help you 

achieve your goals.

Wherever agriculture goes, we’ll be there, 

alongside you, as you lead the way.

COMMITTED TO 
SERVING YOUR NEEDS.

Visit agloan.com/growyourfuture

A Part of the Farm Credit System.          Equal Opportunity Lender.

Your future grows here
SCAN ME

One call can do it all

Fast, Efficient Processing
No Long-Term Stockpiling

Color-Sorted Meat & In-Shell Lines

Committed to Quality & Precision

ALMOND HULLING

Modesto, CA

(209) 988-3661
Call Paul Vermeulen today to plan your 

harvest, hulling, & shelling needs!

HARVEST    TRUCKING    HULLING    SHELLING
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PACIFIC • 
SOUTHWEST IRRIGATION 

ni1 
SALES • RENTAL • PUMP SERVICES 

BALLICO
209-634-5072 

STOCKTON
209-460-0450 

DIXON
707-678-4277 

CROWS LANDING 
209-837-4669

pa csouthwestirr.com 

HOLT
209-92I-60II

Cal/OSHA Seeks Common Ground on 
H5N1 Dairy Safety Petition
Senior oĜcials from the Cal/OSHA Stan-
dards Board have urged representatives 
of California dairy employers and Valley 
Voices—a voter registration and political 
mobilization organization that recently 
entered the occupational safety and health 
space by petitioning the board for revisions 
to the zoonotic aerosol transmissible dis-
ease standard. Valley Voices’ petition calls 
for extensive employee testing and signifi-
cantly expanded paid sick leave in response 
to H5N1 avian inĚuenza. These proposals 
raise serious concerns regarding employee 
privacy, logistical feasibility and workplace 
dynamics. H5N1 typically causes only mild 
illness in humans—such as conjunctivitis 
and nasal congestion—leading many em-
ployees to prefer continuing to work and 
reserving sick leave for more serious health 
issues. At the standards board’s June meet-
ing, dairy industry representatives high-
lighted their considerable eěorts to protect 
public and worker health during the H5N1 

outbreak. In contrast, public commenters 
organized by Valley Voices alleged wide-
spread noncompliance with existing occu-
pational safety and health standards within 
the dairy sector. Cal/OSHA responded by 
detailing its ongoing eěorts to monitor 
and address noncompliance. Several board 
members expressed concern about the 
stark diěerences in the portrayals oěered 
by dairy industry representatives, agency 
oĜcials and Valley Voices supporters. As a 
result, the board is working to bridge these 
perspectives and identify common ground 
moving forward. Staě contact: Bryan LiĴle, 
bliĴle@cĠf.com

Governor Signs AB 525 to Extend Ag-
ricultural Vehicle BIT Exemption
Assembly Bill 525 authored by Assembly 
Member Tom Lackey, R-Palmdale, was 
signed by the governor and supported by 
California Farm Bureau. AB 525 would 
extend the current exemption for “agricul-
tural vehicle” from the California Highway 
Patrol’s (CHP) Basic Inspection of Termi-

nals (BIT) Pro-
gram by five 
years. The BIT 

Program requires CHP to inspect vehicles, 
maintenance records and driving records as 
part of a performance-based system for se-
lecting truck terminals. Staě contact: Steven 
Fenaroli, sfenaroli@cĠf.com

USDA Beginning Farmer and Rancher 
Veterans Webinar Series

The U.S. Department of Agriculture is 
oěering a free webinar series for military 
veterans, transitioning service members 
and military spouses on how to work with 
USDA to prepare for a career in agriculture. 
The webinar series is designed to provide 
information about the USDA Beginning 
Farmer and Rancher programs and re-
sources for the military community. Topics 
for the Aug. 13 webinar include the USDA 
Farmers First initiative, disaster relief and 
agricultural taxes. The Aug. 14 webinar 
topics will include Farm Service Agency 
county commiĴees, Natural Resources Con-
servation Service local working groups and 
state technical commiĴees, and a discussion 
on becoming market-ready.  Registration 
can be accessed here. Staě contact: MaĴhew 
Viohl, mviohl@cĠf.com
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Boyett Petroleum

209.577.6000 | Boyett.net

601 McHenry Ave, Modesto, 95350

MIKE HEINRICH

209.312.4011 | MHeinrich@boyett.net

Inventory Management Competitive 

Pricing

On Time Delivery

Gas, Diesel, Renewable Diesel, and 

Red Diesel Available

Agricultural Commercial Fuel

Truck & Trailer Delivery

Bobtail Loads Available

Agricultural Trade Boosts Farms 
and the Economy

By: Zippy Duvall, American Farm Bureau 
President

U.S. farmers and ranchers are commiĴed to 
growing high-quality agricultural products 
and safe, nutritious food for families near 
and far. Here in the U.S. and abroad, Amer-
ican-grown means high quality and value. 
We know that our products can compete 
anywhere in the world, when barriers are 
removed. That’s why we are eager to see a 
boost in trade opportunities for U.S. farm-
ers and ranchers with new and existing 
markets.

Trade maĴers to farmers and ranchers 
because we need export markets to help 
us remain competitive and economically 
sustainable. If we’re going to keep grow-
ing the food, fiber, and renewable fuel that 
our country needs for national security, 
we need to ensure that farms of all sizes 
have opportunities for growth. Agricul-
tural trade can maximize the value of our 

products. For example, some cuts of meat 
are more popular in other countries, and a 
variety of fresh produce is grown for both 
consumers in the U.S. and abroad.

When farmers have this variety of market 
opportunities, they can keep their busi-
nesses running and support jobs across our 
nation’s economy. Our agricultural trade 
helps to create jobs right here on American 
soil. Did you know that more than 1 million 
full-time jobs are supported by U.S. agri-
cultural exports? According to USDA data 
from 2023, about half of those jobs were 
on the farm and the remaining half were 
across related industries like shipping, pro-
cessing and storage. If 
we look at trade as a 
return on investment, 
agricultural exports 
double our returns, 
with every $1 of farm 
products sold overseas 
bringing back more 
than $2 in economic 
activity here in the 
U.S.

At Farm Bureau, we are grateful for the 
administration’s focus on achieving new 
trade deals with a commitment to making 
agriculture a priority. With the recently an-
nounced framework deals in the EU, Japan, 
Indonesia, South Korea and the Philippines, 
in addition to recent deals with Vietnam 
and the U.K., we see real opportunities for 
U.S. farmers and ranchers. We are urging 
the administration to finalize new deals and 
to reach agreements with large agricultural 
markets like China.

The stakes are high when it comes to trade 
negotiations, and unfortunately, farm-
ers and ranchers are often first to bear the 
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Serving Stanislaus & 

Merced Counties

8016 Winton Way, Winton

Since 1986

•State of the Art Equipment

•80’ Truck Scale

•Maximized Returns

•Owner Operated

•Inshell line complete with 

Satake color sorter

•High Capacity dryer for bin 

or bulk loads

Peter Verdegaal 

209-628-1008

Office 

209-356-0210

brunt of retaliatory tariěs. That’s why we 
consistently urge the administration to limit 
trade disruptions and work to resolve dis-
agreements quickly. Farmers and ranchers, 
our employees, our families, our rural com-
munities, and our fellow Americans across 
the country cannot aěord to lose markets or 
the trading relationships we have built with 
our businesses over the years. One-fifth of 
U.S. agricultural products are exported, 
and behind those products are hundreds of 
thousands of hardworking Americans.

Let’s keep working to open new markets 
and strengthen our existing partnerships 
so that U.S. farmers and ranchers can keep 
leading the world in growing safe and 
sustainable food for families at home and 
around the world.

within the first year on the job.² That’s why 
careful selection and onboarding are so 
important.

Investing in safety also pays oě. According 
to the U.S. Department of Energy, employ-
ers can save $4 to $6 for every $1 spent 
on eěective safety programs.³ The STEP 
program supports this with sample safety 
plans and access to additional training 
resources.

In 2022, private industry employers report-
ed 2.8 million nonfatal workplace injuries 
and illnesses.⁴ Ensuring employees and 
supervisors know how to respond to an in-
cident is critical that’s why the program of-

From Safe on page 16 fers an incident reporting form, toolbox talk 
on how to handle an incident, and technical 
bulletin on reporting near-miss incidents. 

And when the unexpected happens, STEP 
oěers resources to support recovery. These 
include a return-to-work sample program 
and root cause analysis templates to help 
businesses learn from incidents and im-
prove safety practices.

Take the Next STEP Toward a Safer Work-
place
The Every STEP Counts program is more 
than a checklist—it’s a comprehensive risk 
management solution. From hiring and 
training to incident response and recovery, 
the program helps ensure a holistic ap-
proach to creating and maintaining a safe 

workplace. Members are en-
couraged to take steps toward 
a safer, more productive work 
environment – because every 
step counts. 

Learn more at Nationwide.
com/AgribusinessWorker-
Safety

Nationwide, the Nationwide N 
and Eagle, and Nationwide is 
on your side are service marks 
of Nationwide Mutual Insur-
ance Company. © 2025 Nation-
wide

References
1. CDC: National Farm Safety 
and Health Week
2. WCIRB: Employee Tenure 
and Claim Frequency Study
3. U.S. Department of Energy: 
Investment in Safety
4. OSHA: Workplace Safety 
Statistics
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AgSafe
Modesto 526-4400
Cal Ag Safety
Oakdale 351-7092 
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Aemetis Biogas LLC 
Keyes 497-4034
American AgCredit
Turlock 667-5101 
Basi Insurance

        Oakdale (209) 847-3065
Bays Ranch

        Westley  894-3472
BBSI 

         Modesto 576-0322

Beard Land Improvement Co
        Modesto 524-4631

 Cortez Growers Association
         Turlock 632-3118

Flory Industries
        Salida 545-1167

Frantz Nursery
         Hickman 874-1459

Grower Direct Nut Company
         883-4890
  

Haidlen Ford
        Oakdale 847-0356

Heinrich Farms Inc
         Modesto 595-2207 

Hilmar Cheese Company, Inc.
         Hilmar 667-6076

InsureCAL Insurance Agency
         Turlock 250-0269

Mapes Ranch
         Modesto 522-1762

Farm(x)
        Mountain View 559-608-4410

FISHBIO
        Oakdale 847-6300

Hughes Ag Service
        Modesto 765-6075

Recology Inc
         Westley 395-9506

Anteris
Turlock (559) 472-6415
Capacity Chemical

        Westley 231-3297
East Valley Ag Corporation
Modesto 606-0549
Exact
 Modesto 544-8600

Agri Business Financial Inc
Oakdale 607-0037 
Central Valley Community Bank
Fresno 559-323-3472
Edwards, Lien & Toso
Hilmar 634-9484
Farmers & Merchants Bank
Riverbank 571-4023

Grimbleby Coleman CPA's Inc
Modesto 527-4220
Moss Adams
Stockton 955-6100
Oak Valley Community Bank
Oakdale 844-7500
Umpqua Bank

        Modesto 494-7245
Vermeulen Company CPA
Ripon 599-5051

Co
ns

tr
uc

tio
n\

 E
ng

in
ee
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g

Eq
ui
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en

t &
 R

ep
ai

r Acosta & DaughtersLLC
Waterford 872-4815
Clear Innovation
Ceres 595-0338
Coit & Hewes LLC
Modesto 985-0559
Garton Tractor Inc.
Turlock 632-3931

G&F Ag Services 
Escalon 599-8911 
Golden State Dairy Service

        Modesto 557-9484
Hotsy
Modesto 578-3925
Pacific Distributing Inc.
Hughson 883-4032

RAYCO
        Modesto 529-8984

Turlock Auto Parts
Turlock 634-4968
Turlock Dairy & Refrigeration
Turlock 667-6455
Oxbo
Madera 577-1800

Ahlem Foothill Farm
Turlock 874-2477 
Bobby Yamamoto Farms
Westley 835-1750
Braden Farms
Hughson 883-4061
Brian Stewart

         Oakdale 847-8025

Catherine Phipps Walden
        Ballico 667-2409

D & M Ag., 
Denair 667-7783
Donlon Farms Inc.
Patterson 892-8543
E Roen Ranches

        Winnemucca 614-5944
Fowler Brother Farming

         Waterford 409-4951

Hilltop Ranch, Inc. 
Ballico 874-1875
Hoekstra Dairy 
 Oakdale 765-2926
John P Brichetto

         Oakdale  404-6550
Kurt Lemos

         Oakdale 247-9870
Melvin Wheeler

         Modesto 526-9770
Marchy Dairy 
Ceres 537-0630

McManis Farms Inc
Modesto 541-9345
Melo Farms LLC
Turlock 585-7852
Michael Van Andel
Modesto 531-4667
Ray Ruiz

         Modesto 576-3280
Redwood Ranches LLC

         Hughson 883-2603

Robert Gioletti 
Turlock 667-6024
Ron Martella Farms
Hughson 883-4819
Piazza Ranch

        Denair 678-0787
Schut Ranches
Patterson 892-6226
S & S Dairy Inc

        Modesto 
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Berliner Cohen 
        Modesto 576-0111

Ross W. Lee
Modesto 521-9190
Jensen & Jensen 
Modesto 529-0791

Starkey & Lucas Farming & Cattle
        Ceres 484-0671

Stewart Johnson
        Ceres 602-8899

Walter Nicolau
         Denair 538-7600

Weaver Bros
Crows Landing 854-6716
Wyeth Dairy Inc., 
Modesto 545-2101

Branelle Properties LLC
Oakdale 595-0256
Hawkins & Associates
Engineering
Modesto 575-4295
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t Becerra Farm Services

         Oakdale 380-0448
Benchmark Farm Management

        Riverbank 869-4290
Grover Farm Management
Modesto 602-3031
Mike Gorrasi Consulting

        Modesto 499-4898
TriNut Farm Management 

        Ceres 431-3425
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s A.L. Gilbert

Keyes 632-2333
Conlin Supply
Oakdale 847-8977
NuWest Milling LLC
Hughson 883-1163
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DiBuduo & DeFendis
        Fresno 557-2759 

GDI Insurance Agency
         Turlock 991-2929

Hoobler Insurance Services
         Patterson 601-0418

InterWest Insurance Services
         Walnut Creek 530-520-2582

LG Crop Ins. 
Turlock 262-8140 

Western Valley Insurance Associates
        Turlock 634-9031

Winton Ireland Strom & Green
Turlock, Modesto, Livingston and Hilmar
667-0995
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Customized Water System
Turlock 988-4833
Don Pedro Pumps

        Turlock 632-3161
IJ Larsen Pumps
Modesto 529-2020
Modesto Irrigation District
Modesto 526-7373
Oakdale Irrigation District
Oakdale 847-0341

Turlock Irrigation District
Turlock 883-8374
Waterford Irrigation Supply
Waterford 847-1387
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Clark Pest Control
Modesto 556-5200
Cover Specialty Services

        Modesto 988-3864
Drone for Hire
Modesto 818-4109
Ex OpCo LLC
Modesto 544-8600
Modesto Nuts Baseball Club

        Modesto 572-4487

Randal Edwards 
         Hilmar 634-9484

R & J Avila
Hilmar 678-1723
Rocha's Valley Enterprises
Oakdale 581-1473
Smith Chevrolet Co Inc.
Turlock 632-3946
Terra West Group

         Modesto 606-5767
Quality Rodent Control, Inc.
Modesto 225-4124
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Almond Alliance
Modesto 559-5800
Almond Board of California
Modesto 672-9743
CA Farmland Trust 
Elk Grove 916-544-2712
Central Valley Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

         Modesto 789-5123
Modesto Chamber of Commerce
Modesto 577-5757 
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re Blumen Flower Farm 
        Modesto 648-8995

California Transplants
Newman 862-9420 
Duarte Nursery 

        Hughson 531-0351
Park Greenhouse

        Ripon 599-7545

Roos Tree Nursery
        Empire 847-2520

Morris Nursery
Riverbank 527-5553
Zaiger’s Genetics

        Modesto 522-1075

Pe
tr

ol
eu

m

Boyette Petroleum 
         Modesto 281-7134

George W. Lowry
Salida 545-0791
Valley Pacific Petroleum
Stockton (209) 948-9412
Van de Pol Enterprises
Keyes 667-0236
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Grizzly Nut 
        Waterford 874-5223

Setton Pistachio of
Terra Bella Inc 

         Terra Bella 559-535-6050
Turlock Walnut Co.
Turlock 668-0955 
Travaille & Phippen
Manteca 599-6111
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The Fruit Yard
Modesto 577-3093
Rodin Ranch
Modesto 577-3224
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Adian Equine
Oakdale 847-8258
Dairy Veterinary Services
Escalon 551-3949
Zoetis
1-888-963-8471

MidValley Agricultural Services Inc
         Oakdale 851-3200

Modesto Battery
        Modesto 538-9041

Modesto & Empire Traction Co.
        Modesto 524-4631

Nationwide Insurance 
        Sacramento (530) 701-4486

PG&E
        Modesto 726-6303
   

Rain for Rent
         Stockton 466-5602

Sierra Grain Terminal
        Turlock 667-2002

Stanislaus County Sheriff's Dept.
        Modesto 525-7117

Stanislaus Food Products 
        Modesto 548-3400

TriCal Inc
         Oakdale 831-245-7611

TSM Insurance
         Modesto 524-6366

Yosemite Farm Credit
        Turlock 667-2366

Wenger Ranch Inc. 
        Modesto 576-7111

Linda Squires Insurance Agency
        Hughson 652-

Rico Pfitzer Pires Insurance Agency
        Gustine 854-2000

Rumble Ag Service 
        Modesto 545-1848

Select Sires Member Co-op
Turlock 667-8378
UAV Ag Solutions

         Oakdale 840-2964
West Valley Agricultural Service

        Westley 894-3121

Oakdale Chamber of Commerce 
        Oakdale 847-2244
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California Almonds at the Cross-
roads: Tariffs, Trade, and Hope 
for a Better Harvest
Source: AgNet West 

California Almonds at the Crossroads: In 
today’s episode of the AgNet News Hour, 
the AgMeter and Josh McGill dove deep 
into the challenges and opportunities shap-
ing California’s almond industry, joined by 
Darren Rigg of Minturn Nut Company.

Despite market turbulence, Darren shared 
a cautiously optimistic view for the com-
ing harvest season. After a rollercoaster of 
pricing over the past few years—marked by 
suppressed returns and Ěuctuating global 
demand—Rigg emphasized that 2025 may 
finally oěer a glimmer of hope, thanks in 
part to California’s ideal growing condi-
tions this spring and summer.

The episode tackled the impact of a re-
cent 3 billion-pound crop estimate, which 
spooked the market and dropped prices. 
Rigg stressed that the estimate was just 
that—an estimate—and urged growers not 
to panic. Encouragingly, lower prices reen-
ergized buyer demand, creating the poten-
tial to rebound like last year, when almond 
prices hit their highest point in a decade.

Rigg explained how international trade dy-
namics and tariěs have created significant 
uncertainty. While exports remain vital—70 
to 90% of Minturn’s business is overseas—
demand from countries like China has 
sharply declined since 2017. However, new 
markets in North Africa, the Middle East, 
and Turkey are stepping up to fill the gap.

The discussion also highlighted the vital 

importance of water access, domestic al-
mond marketing, and the shelf life advan-
tage of California-grown almonds. With 
freight and labor issues less problematic 
than in past years, Darren believes the 
almond industry is positioned to adapt, 
provided policy makers, marketers, and 
growers work together.

Josh and the AgMeter closed the episode 
by emphasizing the resilience of California 
growers and the superior quality of Cali-
fornia almonds. As Darren put it, “We’re 
one trade deal away from making 3 billion 
pounds of almonds profitable again.”

If there’s one takeaway from today’s show, 
it’s this: the almond industry is still in the 
fight—and the road ahead, while uncertain, 
may just lead to beĴer days for California 
farmers.
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Six legacy farms and ranches honored at 
Agricultural Heritage Club 

The California Agricultural Heritage Club 
inducted six farms and ranches during 
last month’s ceremony at the California 
State Fair, recognizing families with 100 
years or more of continuous operation. 
Among the honorees were Locke Ranch 
in San Joaquin County and Hoskins/
Pleasants Ranch in Solano County, both 
of which reached the 175-year milestone 
under long-standing family management. 
Additionally, Gowan’s Family Orchard in 
Mendocino County and Tryon Ranches in 
Del Norte County, both 125 years, and San 
Gabriel Nursery and Florist in Los Angeles 
County and Heinke’s Family Farm in BuĴe 
County, both 100 years, were recognized 
for their resilience, adaptation and legacy.   

Breakthrough could hasten breeding of 
disease-resistant crops

Farmers could be closer to growing crop 
varieties that are beĴer at fighting oě 
diseases thanks to a new scientific break-
through. Researchers at the University of 
California, Davis, are using artificial intel-
ligence to redesign a key immune receptor 
in plants, enabling the plants to strengthen 
their immune response. “We were able to 
resurrect a defeated receptor, one where 
the pathogen has won, and enable the 
plant to have a chance to resist infection in 
a much more targeted and precise way,” 
said lead author GiĴa Coaker, profes-
sor at the UC Davis Department of Plant 
Pathology. Coaker said the method has the 
potential to help researchers breed more 
disease-resistant varieties of hundreds of 

plant species, including staple crops such 
as tomatoes and potatoes.  

Irrigation may be key to maintaining crop 
yields in high heat 

Farmers have long struggled to keep crop 
yields up amid high temperatures. But it 
isn’t the heat itself that is most responsible 
for zapping yields, according to a recent 
study by researchers at the University 
of California, Berkeley. The study found 
that soil moisture, not temperature, is the 
primary factor that determines crop pro-
ductivity in high heat. “We’ve known for a 
long time that high temperatures are asso-
ciated with low yields, but we didn’t know 
why,” said Vargas Zeppetello, a faculty 
member in the Department of Environ-
mental Science, Policy and Management. 
The research could benefit future agricul-
tural production by encouraging greater 
emphasis on irrigation and soil moisture 
during high heat events.  

Farmers share experiences adopting re-
generative agriculture

About five years ago, Kings County farmer 
John Warmerdam began incorporating 
regenerative farming practices to grow 
peaches, plums, nectarines, cherries and 
almonds. Because he isn’t certified organic, 
Warmerdam doesn’t earn a premium 
when he sells his fruits and nuts, but he 
said he is still passionate about “doing 
the right thing.” Last month, he and other 
farmers in the San Joaquin Valley shared 
their experiences implementing regenera-
tive farming practices with researchers at 
a symposium organized by the University 
of California. Speakers at the event agreed 

that to succeed, regenerative agriculture 
needs more investment, improved markets 
and greater profit margins for farmers. 

Peach growers praise fruit quality as 
yields dip

Mild temperatures in the Central Valley 
were kind to peaches used for canning this 
month as farmers harvested their early 
varieties. “The quality of the fruit is look-
ing really good,” SuĴer County farmer 
Chetan Khera said. Growers were project-
ed to supply around 224,000 tons of cling 
peaches to canneries this year, the Califor-
nia Canning Peach Association estimated, 
a slight reduction from last year. However, 
the association reported that early yields 
were down roughly 12% from initial es-
timates. Last summer’s extreme heat and 
an unusual bloom paĴern this past winter 
and spring “may have hurt some of our 
production,” said Thomas Gradziel, pro-
fessor of plant sciences at the University of 
California, Davis.  

Federal forestry cuts fuel wildfire, re-
source concerns

With wildfire conditions in California ex-
pected to increase in coming months, state 
oĜcials expressed concerns about cuts in 
staě and funding at the U.S. Forest Service, 
a division of the Agriculture Department 
that partners with the state to fight wild-
fires and manage forests. The proposed 
federal budget for fiscal year 2026 includes 
a reduction in Forest Service spending, 
including for fire suppression. “The key is 
we need to scale up across the board if we 
are going to meet our targets and keep our 
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communities safe,” said Patrick Wright, 
executive director of the California Wild-
fire and Forest Resilience Task Force. “This 
causes real concern in the federal ability to 
step up and meet our joint targets.” 

California’s fresh apples compete against 
old Washington fruit

Harvest of Gala apples—the earliest com-
mercial variety to arrive in stores—has 
started in the Central Valley, with the fruit 
hiĴing produce aisles this week. Because 
California starts picking apples several 
weeks before Washington state—the na-
tion’s leading producer—providing the 

first fresh apples of the year is a key selling 
point. “As foreign imports start to drop oě, 
last year’s fruit from the Pacific Northwest 
will remain the only competition for the 
start of the season,” said Todd Sanders, 
executive director of the California Apple 
Commission. Unlike the Evergreen State, 
which keeps its apples in cold storage and 
sells them long after harvest ends, apples 
from the Golden State are picked, packed 
and shipped fresh.  

On the Record: Ricardo Lara discusses 
California’s insurance crisis

California Insurance Commissioner Ricar-

do Lara spoke with Ag Alert® this month 
about the state’s insurance crisis and his 
strategy to stop insurance companies from 
leaving California and restore access to 
property insurance for farmers and rural 
communities. California’s Sustainable 
Insurance Strategy allows insurers to use 
catastrophe modeling to beĴer assess mod-
ern-day risks—and to pass along the rising 
cost of reinsurance—in exchange for com-
miĴing to expand insurance access in high-
risk areas. “Our job is to make insurance 
more available, reliable and fair, especially 
for those in high-risk, rural areas,” Lara 
said. “I want farmers to know that we are 
fighting for them and that we’re not going 
to stop until we fix this crisis.”
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STANISLAUS FAIR EXHIBITOR
HIGHLIGHT

Over the past nine years, I’ve
developed a passion for the
livestock industry, showing market
hogs alongside my family. This
year, I’ll be exhibiting a Duroc Gilt,
a Crossbred Gilt, and a Chester
Barrow—projects I’ve worked hard
to raise and prepare for the show
ring.

What makes the Stanislaus County
Fair truly special is the incredible
support from our local community.
Your generosity allows students
like me to continue pursuing our
agricultural goals, gaining hands-
on experience, and growing into
future leaders of the industry.

Thank you for supporting youth in
agriculture and helping keep this
tradition alive!

Adeline Pombo 
Modesto High School, Junior 
7  Year at Stanislaus Fair th
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To Register - Call 209-526-4400 or https://web.agsafe.org/events

Empower your leaders to lead with clarity, compassion, and confidence!

BEST LEADERSHIP TRAINING 
BUILDING EMPOWERED SUPERVISORS TOGETHER

AUGUST 12 & 14
MODESTO, CA
REGISTER AT agsafe.info/modestoBEST

Join us for AgSafe's BEST (Building Empowered Supervisors Together) 
Leadership Training, a transformative 2-session program craʲed to 

enhance your journey as a leader.

� Effective Communication
� Conflict Resolution
� Team Building

� Personalized Coaching
� Myers Briggs Assessment

� Build Relationships
� Collaborative Learning

� Mental Health Resources
� Healthy Workforce

Support

Strengthen Core 
Skills

Personal Growth Peer Connections Promote 
Well-Being

TWO IMMERSIVE WORKSHOPS

collaborative learning

INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGIES




