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Heat wave impacts supply of California 
table grapes
The recent prolonged heat wave has slowed 
the supply of California table grapes, with 
vines shutting down and picking crews 
working fewer hours just as the state’s 
main growing region ramps up harvest. 
San Joaquin Valley growers, who produce 
most of the nation’s fresh-market grapes, 
say the excessive heat has begun to dam-
age some varieties while inhibiting growth 
of others. Kern County 
grower Mark Hall said 
the extended heat spell 
has affected quality. 
Some fruit that didn’t get 
picked on time turned 
mushy. But less fruit on 
the market has helped 
prices.

Cling peach harvest crews 
rise early to beat heat, 
protect fruit
California clingstone 
peach growers are working to harvest the 
season’s crop before high temperatures 
lead to overripe fruit and bruising. Try-
ing to beat a prolonged heat wave, Merced 
County farmer Mark Cederlind said he 
started crews at daybreak last week to pick 
his extra-early Carson variety, which is 
among dozens of clings planted to ripen 
throughout the season for the canning and 
frozen markets. California cling peach 
growers are expected to produce 242,074 
tons of peaches for canned and frozen fruit 
markets this year, up 10% from 2023.

Planned state pesticide notification pro-
gram stirs debate
The California Department of Pesticide 
Regulation moved closer this month to 
finalizing a new regulation that would 

provide advance public notice of restricted-
use pesticide applications on farms. The 
new regulation would create an online map 
of planned applications, drawing the data 
from the notices of intent farmers submit to 
county agricultural commissioners before 
they are permitted to apply restricted-use 
pesticides. Growers and farm advocates 
have complained the rule unfairly targets 
agriculture while exempting other sectors 
that use pesticides.

  

California researchers 
honored with 2024 Wolf 
Prize in Agriculture
Venkatesan Sundaresan, 
a plant biology and plant 
science professor at the 
University of California, 
Davis, has been awarded 
a 2024 Wolf Prize in Agri-
culture for key discover-
ies on plant developmen-
tal biology of relevance to 
crop improvement. The 

Wolf Prize in Agriculture, considered by 
many the Nobel Prize for agriculture, has 
been awarded annually since 1978 and car-
ries a monetary award of $100,000. Sundar-
esan shares the award with Joanne Chory 
of the Salk In

Reduced plantings, heat affect 2024 pro-
cessing tomato crop
With searing heat waves impacting pol-
lination for some plantings and harvest for 
others, California processing tomato grow-
ers said they were anticipating average 
yields at best. As farmers began harvesting 
across the Central Valley during the past 
few weeks, the crop was already set to be 
a light one. Tomato processors contracted 
40,000 fewer acres from farmers this year 
due to bolstered inventory from last year’s 
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Farm Supply Thanks You For Your Support!
As a farmer-owned cooperative we have been providing the 
Products, Services and Expertise that deliver consistent 
results for our growers since 1949.  
Whether you’re a Farmer or a Homeowner; we have you 
covered with the best products and services in the industry.

• Fertilizer
• Crop Protection
• Seed
• Feed
• Livestock 

Equipment
• Animal Health 
• Garden Supplies 
• And More!!!

Modesto
624 E. Service Rd. 

Modesto, CA 95358
(209) 538-7070

Merced
674 S. Highway 59
Merced, CA 95341

(209) 723-0704

Kerman
12800 W. Shields Ave
Kerman, CA 93630

(559) 474-4400

“We Take Care of The Farmer….Because We Are Owned by The Farmer”.

bumper crop, aiming to process about 10% 
less tonnage, according to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

Water projects review seeks to balance 
farm, environmental needs
State and federal agencies face a challenge 
to balance the beneficial uses of water 
needed by farmers with needs of the Sacra-
mento-San Joaquin Delta ecosystem amid 
challenges of climate change. A new draft 
environmental impact statement for the 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation seeks to influ-
ence operations for California’s two pri-
mary water-delivery systems, which guide 
pumping of water through the Sacramento-
San Joaquin Delta, sending water south to 
tens of millions of people and to millions of 

acres of farmland. Comments on the report 
are due by Sept. 9.

New report says water supplies will shrink 
without infrastructure improvements
Delivery capability and reliability of the 
State Water Project, a 700-mile network of 
reservoirs and canals, could be reduced 
by 23% in 20 years due to changing flow 
patterns and extreme weather shifts, ac-
cording to a new report from the Califor-
nia Department of Water Resources. DWR 
Director Karla Nemeth said the analysis 
“underscores the need to modernize and 
upgrade our aging infrastructure so we can 
capture water supplies when it’s wet.” She 
said, “Modernizing the State Water Project 
is critical to delivering on the human right 

to water in California.”

Project studies specialty-crop production 
in urban areas and on vacant lots
Researchers from University of California 
Cooperative Extension in San Diego Coun-
ty are investigating the economic feasibility 
of growing high-value specialty crops in 
urban settings such as vacant lots. In Carls-
bad, researchers have created the Small-
Scale Urban Ag Demonstration Site. Fund-
ed by the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
National Institute of Food and Agriculture, 
the farm is designed to evaluate container-
ized production both outdoors and under 
hoop houses. In the trial, researchers are 
growing turmeric, ginger and blueberries. 
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Roofing • fencing • Plywood • Siding

HaRdwaRe • inSulation • windowS • o.S.B.

Denair Location: (209) 632-2494
Riverbank Location: (209) 869-4424
www.DenairLumberCo.com

As another membership service, Farm Bureau members are offered FREE classified advertising in the Stanislaus 
Farm News. Ads must be 18 words or less and only one ad per month per membership (membership number 
required.) Ads may be MAILED to the Stanislaus Farm News, or BROUGHT to the SCFB office, 1201 L Street, 
Downtown Modesto. NO PHONE-IN OR FAX free ads will be accepted. Free ads are restricted to farm machinery 
or equipment or unprocessed farm products. Farm jobs wanted or offered will also be accepted. No real estate 
ads and no commercial items or services will be accepted. 209-522-7278

FREE ADS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

Classified Ad's $4.40 per run.
COPY DEADLINE: MONDAY 12 NOON

Sale Alfalfa. Best price, great 
quality. Bigger Bales especially 
suited to horses. Cook Valley 

Angus Ranches Modesto 209 996 
7365 & Available May- Oct

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS CUT 
YOUR ENERGY BILLS  ELIMINATE 

DUST & NOISE 
Lowest Prices Guaranteed! Largest Selection in the 

Valley! Windows, Doors, Skylights, Soundproofing, 

Licensed, Bonded & Insured. 

Visit Our Showroom: 

1050 Kansas Ave., Modesto

 Cal Comfort Insulating Windows, Inc.

Contractors Lic. #51317 Class C17B

209-527-1310 (TFN)

Wilson Portable Welding 
Structural • Fabrication • General 

Repair 
• Dairy Repair • Ag Repair

•Mobile - 765-3596 
• Shop – 524-3016 (TFN)

RATES: Display rates on request. Terms are cash. Ads should be paid for at time 
of first insertion or immediately after receipt of bill if order is placed by telephone 
or mail.
ERRORS: The Stanislaus Farm News will not be liable for more than one incor-
rect insertion. Errors must be called to the attention of the Classified Advertising 
Department not later than 4 p.m. on the Tuesday following publication of the ad. 
Claims for adjustment must be made within 15 days. We reserve the right to reject 
or revise any advertisement. 

120 SPECIAL NOTICES

Woodbridge Spraying
Field Spraying

Orchard Spraying
Backhoe

380-0727 (TFN)

1000 SERVICES

800 For Rent

1000 SERVICES

Brush Piles & Stumps
Hauled Away
Davis Agriculture 

209-670-5278

We haul Rock, Sand, Gravel, 
Demolition Clean Up & Removal, 

Tree Holes, Irrigation Lines & More. 
Lic. # 884701

Home-(209) 848-0538
Cell (209) 525-7715 (TFN)

300 Employment

RON MARTELLA
Custom Nut Harvesting
SHAKING, SWEEPING

AND HARVESTING
883-4819 or 883-0690

PROAG Commercial 
Ag. Spraying

Orchard, vineyard $ herbicide applica-
tions

209-613-6355 Pat, 209-678-8072 
Matt, 209-613-3227 Justin

Visit proag.webs.com

Service Mechanic, duties include 
greasing, changes air filters and oil, 
etc. Pays $15/hour with a harvest 
bonus. Must be willing to work 
6 days a week. Opportunity for 

longer employment based on job 
performance and experience. Call 

Jenn for more details: 209-648-7947

House for Rent
$1500.00 & Deposit $1700 

2 bedroom, 1 bathroom, Large 
kitchen & livingroom, Sinhle car 

garage, Riverbank
681-9286

METAL BUILDINGS
  Provided & installed, interior upgrades 
available, fully engineered, references 

available. 
Active Industrial Contracting
Michael Frost - 613-3548. 

Lic. #735904 (TFN)

Electrical and 
Refrigeration Service

No job to small. Troubleshooting, 
upgrades on home, ranch, dairy, and 

commercial buildings.
209-648-7748

1100 MISCELLANEOUS

LOW COST HOUSING Largest Inventory 
in Valley of Preowned Mobile Homes. Ap-
prox. 100 to choose from. Priced to fit your 
Budget. Transportation Available. DLR. 
209-632-0854.

Noeller Farm
farm & ranch management
Almond, Peaches, Walnuts
custom Almond & Walnuts

(209) 883-2417 or 
(209) 606-2084

Kenyon Organic Services
Organic Consulting Services

Crop and Livestock
Carol Kenyon
(209) 484-1097

ck.cattle23@gmail.com

Martin Reyes 
Land leveling, Discing Chiseling

Lice.#954989
(209) 605-4079

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

For Sale: 
Heavy Duty Ripper - $2500

Contact Arby: 209-505-0555 or text: 209-
602-1400

510 LIVESTOCK

Great Plains no-till corn planter 8-row 
model YP825A-0830

It has a john blue injection pump. 
Great condition. #22,000 OBO phone 

209-874-4042 or 209-765-6298

For Sale:
John Deere 5100ML low profile with Exact 

cab
Vrisimo flail mower – 12’ & 8’

PBM 500 gallon sprayer with electric valves 
(never used)

Durand Wayland 500 gallon sprayer
Domries float leveler – 12’

Call Joe: 209-404-3326

Verisimo Might Max fail mower. Model # 
SC-100 asking $5000

Orchard float roller 9ft wide asking $1000
Text or leave a VM 

209-505-1731

Need help with your Farm 
Labor? 

Call Lencioni Farm Services
209-537-2186

Spring tooth with attached following harrow. 8 
ft wide, 3 point hook-up asking $1000

Brush rake. Rear push. 9ft wide adjustable 
spacing for 4 or 5 forks asking $1000

Text or leave VM for 
209-505-1731

Dairy for Rent
Permitted for 614 Cows

With Flush and Freestalls 
400 head open heifer facility

Turlock, Ca
Call 209-678-2632

Estate Sale
Farm Equipment

Antique Automobiles
Call: 209-988-1583

Trailer axle with 
springs $50, has two 
new tires 80" tread, 
Call 209-537-9491

Wanted:
Cash paid for OLD Barn and 

Shop items; vintage tools, 
unwanted junk, old bottles & 

oil cans
209-774-6582

Premier California Properties
Ag/Investment Properties

Marcus Haney
Realtor #01917446

Contact me at 209/605-6727
www.premiercaproperties.com

Orchard & wild land tree 
piles. Smokeless 

conversion to biochar on 
site. Davis Agriculture 

(209) 670-5278

Hampton Ranch, CA
Almond, walnut, kiwi grower

Almond Firewood
150-20 lb. trays of kiwi fruit

$25/tray = $1.20/pound
No minimum required, 

Delivery available
(209) 648-3249 or (209) 874-4894

3/4 inch METAL PIPE, 10 FOOT 
SECTIONS, 700 PCS.
Tom (209) 402-9870 or 

Bob (209) 402-9873

Selling Wheat hay, 
$7/bale

Discount for large quantities
In the Modesto & Denair area

Call Sheldon if interested,
209-669-6104,
Leave Message

For Sale
’67 2T Chevy Truck w/16’ Bed, 21’ Trailer 

$12,000
‘60s Yale 5k Forklift $6,000

Bin Trailers $1,500/ea
Contact: 209-988-0700
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YOUR
FUTURE
GROWS
HERE.

The change in agriculture today is just a 
glimpse of what lies ahead. It’s why, more 
than ever, we are committed to being the 
partner you can trust, who understands 
your needs and delivers value to help you 
achieve your goals.

Wherever agriculture goes, we’ll be there, 
alongside you, as you lead the way.

COMMITTED TO 
SERVING YOUR NEEDS.

Visit agloan.com/growyourfuture

A Part of the Farm Credit System.          Equal Opportunity Lender.

Your future grows here
SCAN ME

info@centralvalleybusinessexpo.com209.678.7121 www.cvbexpo.com

NOVEMBER 7, 2024 
Modesto Centre Plaza

L E A R N .  N E T W O R K .  B U I L D .

Don’t miss your chance to be part of this dynamic event 
that promises to elevate your brand to new heights.

24 Breakout Sessions 
7 Certification Classes

19 Organization 
Resource Center

Next Gen Business Startup
Young Entrepreneur

Contest

3 speaking 
panels

Speed
Networking

Central Valley Business Expo - November 7, 2024

The Central Valley Business Expo stands as a premier platform for busi-
nesses to showcase their products, services, and innovations. With a com-
mitment to fostering growth and collaboration, the expo brings together 
a diverse array of industry leaders, entrepreneurs, and professionals. At-
tendees can engage with cutting-edge ideas, forge valuable connections, 
and gain insights from experts. Through this annual event, the Central 
Valley Business Expo plays a pivotal role in driving economic advance-
ment, knowledge-sharing, and networking opportunities for businesses 

across the region.

Agenda includes: Pesticide continuing education, marketing, Cal OSHA 
insights, networking, human resources and more. Farm Bureau will be 
featured in the Resources Center.  Learn more at https://cvbexpo.com/
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Serving the business law
needs of agricultural

clients since 1992

MS GW ATWOOD DESIRE

https://leemodelaw.com

‘City People’ Get New 
Appreciation of Ag 
While RVing

By Phyllis Coulter

A program that gives RVers, often urban-
oriented, a chance to experience farms and 
rural businesses is just the ticket for Lynn 
Crafts and Dan Dougherty.
 
They pay a membership fee of about $85 
annually to belong to Harvest Hosts, which 
provides an interactive map and informa-
tion about more than 5,000 host farms, 
wineries and other 
businesses to help 
plan their trips. In 
return for staying 
free at some spots 
they might not find 
otherwise, they shop 
at the host’s busi-
ness.
 
“We are kind of 
city people,” said 
Crafts, an animal 
lover. Some of their 
favorite stops in-
cluded interacting 
with “gentle and 
curious alpacas” at 
Heartland “Cria-
tions” Alpacas LLC 
in Knox County, Il-
linois; visiting “ador-
able doll sheep” 
in Shelbyville, Il-
linois; meeting 
regal, 18-hand-high 
draught horses 
in Kentucky and 
watching “Oreo 
cows” (Belted Gal-
loway) frolicking in 

Kansas.
 
“We didn’t have farms in our 
lives. This gives us exposure 
to a lifestyle we haven’t expe-
rienced,” Dougherty said.
 
In the last two years, the 

couple has visited 18 Harvest Host sites in 
Arizona, New Mexico, Kansas, Wisconsin 
and several in Illinois, now their home 
state.
 
“We’re batting 1,000. We’ve never had a me-
diocre experience,” Dougherty said.
 
“Along the way, we discovered we enjoy 
wine,” Dougherty said of looking for more 
wineries to stay at as they travel north to 
get out of the heat. With no air condition-
ing this time of year, they avoid 90-degree 
weather and note many people are using 
generators for cooling.

 
“It’s not for everyone,” he said. Some 
people can’t downsize enough to enjoy an 
RV life. The couple lives in a small home 
when they aren’t on the road exploring or 
visiting relatives.
 
“Social media is part of it,” he said. They 
use it to discover some of the best places 
to visit and share stories on their YouTube 
channel.
 
Some RVers are also relatively new to Har-
vest Hosts including Rosemarie Barnes of 
Peterborough, Ontario, who has children to 
visit on the west coast in Whitehorse, Yu-
kon, and has found the hosts along the way 



August 9, 2024 Stanislaus Farm News  — 7

The Largest Selection of Heavy Duty Shop Tools and Machinery In Northern California

Modesto (209) 529-8984          Turlock (209) 632-2315
512 River Road                      712 Lander Avenue

RAYCO INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY
Locally Owned and Operated Since 1969

Air Compressors

Steam and High Pressure Cleaners 
Metal Working Tools and Machinery

Automotive Tools and Equipment, Shop Heaters and Coolers
Hand Tools, Abrasives, Saw Blades and Safety Supplies
Power Tools, Wood Working Tools and Machinery

Used Tool and Machinery Dealer
Sales and Service
California Contractors License 708487

6.5" x 3"

Phil Rumble:  
(209) 996-1517 
Matt Rumble:  
(209) 996-8161

Topping    Hedging 
(Fall 2021: Hedging Down to 2’)

Skirting

Dual Mechanical 
Brush Stacking

Almond/Walnut 
Conditioning

Orchard 
Management

really make the trip.
 
The Grey Mill, a working mill on a farm in 
Montana, and Kathy Albert’s alpaca farm 
in Rio were among her favorites. “It was a 
really nice experience. We’d definitely go 
back,” said Barnes, who bought her grand-
daughter alpaca socks.
 
Bob Roat and Holly Grote left their home in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, on Memorial Day, driving 
to the Pacific Northwest and are out adven-
turing all summer.
 
“We use Harvest Hosts as our overnight 
stops on the way to our general destina-
tion,” Roat said.
“We keep coming back, not just for the 
experiences. It’s the people we meet,” said 
Roat of 30 Harvest Hosts stops they vis-
ited so far. They liked some so much, they 
stayed three times.

 
The couple usually travels six to eight 
weeks, three times a year, then returns 
home to Ohio to connect with their kids 
and grandkids.
 
They map their routes carefully. “Deciding 
factors for us are convenience to our main 
route, and ease of parking our rig for the 
night,” said Roat. “We support the local 
economies. Probably we support them a 
little too much sometimes,” he added with 
a chuckle.
 
Phyllis Coulter is a general assignment edi-
tor with FarmWeek and FarmWeekNow.
com at the Illinois Farm Bureau, which 
published the original version of this col-
umn.
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Stanislaus County Holstein Club

By: Kate Teixeira

Four Stanislaus County Holstein Club youth members were 
among the delegation representing California at the recent Hol-
stein USA National Convention. After qualifying at the CA State 
Holstein Convention contests in February and preparing all 
spring, they travelled to Salt Lake City, Utah June 23-27 to meet 
up with dairy industry enthusiasts from around the nation. Hol-
stein USA offers a variety of programs and competitions for stu-
dents- encouraging communications, knowledge and professional 
skills; along with promotion of Holstein genetics. 

Jon Chapman and Teresa Sousa, both of Turlock, were part of 
California’s Senior division (ages 17-21) ‘Dairy Bowl’ team. Par-
ticipants’ knowledge of dairy husbandry and current events was 
tested, as well as their speed while answering on a buzzer. Jon 
placed 3rd in the Written Exam portion.

Emma Mast from Denair earned the National Champion title in 
the Junior division (ages 9-12) of ‘Dairy Jeopardy’. This knowl-
edge contest is structured similarly to the classic television 
show. Livia Morris of Modesto also competed.

Jon Chapman was elected to serve on Holstein USA’s Junior 
Advisory Committee, representing the western states. The JAC 
is the governing body of the organization which oversees all 
youth programs and activities.

Chloe Chapman, from Turlock, was recognized as 2nd place in 

the Junior division of Holstein USA’s ‘Virtual Interview Contest’ 
held in the spring. Participants applied for a mock scenario- then 
were evaluated on their resume, cover letter and interview with a 
panel via video conference.

These outstanding young agriculturalists enjoyed the opportunity 
to network with peers and professionals from around the country 
during game nights, dances, and socials. They also got to tour 
historic Heritage Park and hear from motivational speaker Ty 
Bennett before trying the courses at Impact Ninja Gym.

To make the trip possible, these youth received incredible sup-
port from California Holstein Association allies throughout the 
state and extend their gratitude!

The California Holstein Association is a non-profit organization 
with the purpose of being a leader in promoting Holstein cattle, 
genetics and technology.
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PACIFIC • 
SOUTHWEST IRRIGATION 

:n/1 
SALES • RENTAL • PUMP SERVICES 

BALLICO
209-634-5072 

STOCKTON
209-460-0450 

DIXON
707-678-4277 

CROWS LANDING 
209-837-4669

pa csouthwestirr.com 

HOLT
209-92I-60II

We Cannot Afford Congressional Inaction on 
the Farm Bill

By: Zippy Duvall, AFBF President

Time is running out for Congress to pass a modernized farm bill 
this year. Families—on and off the farm—cannot afford a delay. 
As members of Congress return home for the August recess, we 
all need to share with them how important this legislation is for 
our country. Americans in every region, every state, every small 
town and every big city are counting on our farmers and ranchers 
to keep our nation’s food supply secure—and we’re counting on 
Congress to deliver a farm bill so that we can do just that.

In May of this year, Chairman G.T. Thompson and members of the 
House Agriculture Committee successfully marked up a biparti-
san farm bill that modernizes risk management tools for farmers. 
Unfortunately, the Senate has been incapable of building on this 
progress. The American Farm Bureau recently rallied more than 
500 groups representing a wide range of agricultural interests and 
beyond. Together, we sent a unified message to House and Senate 
leadership with a letter calling on Congress to pass a farm bill this 
year. Many of the groups that signed this letter have differing farm 
bill priorities, but we came together and spoke with one voice to 

demonstrate the urgency and importance of passing a new farm 
bill.

As I have said many times now, the farm bill is more accurately a 
food and farm bill, and it impacts all Americans. A new, modern-
ized farm bill was urgent when we began calling for it early last 
year, and that urgency has only intensified as costs continue to rise 
for everyone. Inflation and food affordability are top of mind for 
most voters right now, according to our latest research. More than 
80% of adults, across urban, suburban and rural areas, are con-
cerned about these rising costs.

As we know across farm country, higher food costs don’t mean a 
higher return on the farm. Most farmers continue to face slim mar-
gins at best. While costs are up, farm bill programs and risk man-
agement tools have not kept up to ensure farmers can weather the 
storms, which threaten to drive them out of business. In the last 
five years, 141,000 family farms have gone under due to economic 
pressures, changing circumstances and regulatory burdens. The 
time is now, not next year, to renew and improve risk manage-
ment programs.

A lot can change in a short time, and a lot has. Since the last farm 
bill was passed and signed in 2018, we have seen a dramatic shift 

in the economy—both at home and abroad. From a pandem-
ic to major conflicts overseas, our supply chain is stretched, 
and costs have gone up for everything from seeds to fuel to 
labor. Leaving the farm bill outdated places American farms 
at risk. And with 7% fewer farms in the U.S. since the last 
time a farm bill was passed, that’s a risk none of us can af-
ford take.

The shrinking landscape of American agriculture should 
concern everyone—and our research shows that it does. An 
overwhelming majority (80%) agree that farmers should 
have access to critical risk management tools to ensure the 
stability of our food supply. Urban, suburban and rural 
adults alike want lawmakers to support and promote the 
economic sustainability of farms and ranches. Add to that, 
the majority of adults (76%) believe that ensuring our nation 
has reliable access to domestically grown food should be a 
matter of national security in light of current global unrest.

We may have our differences, but we can all agree that the 
farm bill matters for our country. It’s time for Congress to 
listen to what voters in every region are saying. Stop delay-
ing. Families in cities, suburbs, and rural towns across the 
country are counting on lawmakers to deliver a modernized 
farm bill to keep our food supply secure and sustainable.
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FAIR Plan Update to ‘Provide Much-Needed 
Security’ for Farmers
Source: Brian German, Ag News Director / AgNet West

California Insurance Commissioner Ricardo Lara has introduced changes to the 
state’s FAIR Plan, which serves as a fallback for those struggling to get insurance. 
This update is part of a broader plan to improve the insurance market, tackling issues 
that have not been addressed in decades.

The expansion of the FAIR Plan has unintentionally pushed traditional insurers out 
of certain areas, creating a cycle of dependency on the backup plan. Lara’s new agree-
ment aims to offer better insurance options, like higher coverage limits for commer-
cial properties and improved financial safeguards for policyholders.

These reforms are intended to help a variety of groups, including homeowners, condo 
associations, farms, and businesses, by providing more robust insurance options and 
reducing reliance on the FAIR Plan. The ultimate goal is to make the insurance mar-
ket more stable and reliable.

The changes have received strong support from various organizations, including the 
California Farm Bureau Federation (CFBF) and the California Association of Wine-
grape Growers. This initiative aims to ensure better insurance availability while 

strengthening 
the overall mar-
ket.

“Our farmers 
and ranchers 
have been dis-
proportionately 
affected by the 
limitations of the 
current system, 
especially in 
high-risk wild-
fire areas,” CFBF 
President Shan-
non Douglass 
said in a press 
release. “The 
increased cover-
age limits and 
enhanced fi-
nancial stability 
measures will 
provide much-
needed security 
for our agricul-
tural communi-
ty, ensuring that 
farms can re-
cover and thrive 
after disasters.”
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Fresno State Expands Farm 
Credit Multicultural Scholars 
Program

Student Ambassadors reach out to high 
school students, encourage careers in agri-
culture

After some 40 years, the Farm Credit Mul-
ticultural Scholars Program at California 
State University, Fresno, is continuing to 
grow and expand its mission. In fact, the 
program is now reaching even more stu-
dents and urging them to consider earning 
a college degree and pursuing a career in 
agriculture.

During the recently concluded school year, 
Fresno State completed the first year of an 
ambitious outreach program to visit Cen-
tral Valley high schools to educate tradi-
tionally underrepresented students about 
the benefits of attending the university and 
pursuing a career in an agriculture-related 
field.

“We made 33 pre-
sentations and 14 
farm tours during 
the school year,” 
said Amy Suarez, 
a graduate student 
leading the out-
reach effort. “The 
60 ambassadors 
gave presentations 
about Fresno State 
as well as our ag 
programs. And 
they answered 
questions from 
the students about 
campus life, what 
it’s like to live in 
the dorms and 
about our majors. 
It was also impor-
tant to show that 
all students can be 
accepted at Fresno 
State and that we 
thrive on diver-
sity.”

The expanded high school program adds 
to a long list of nearly 80 outreach efforts 
held each year by the Jordan College of 
Agricultural Science and Technology. These 
include career fairs, community college pre-
sentations and workshops at the FFA Lead-
ership Conference. During the year, the 
ambassadors reached 10,675 high school 
and community college students in the 
Central Valley and Central Coast. That’s up 
from around 6,000 in 2022-23 and just 620 
in 2021-22, said Dr. Sharon Freeman, the 
program coordinator.

“For example, we had three of our ambas-
sadors spend all day at a high school in Sa-
linas, where they presented to eight groups 
of students in 
the ag teacher’s 
classrooms,” 
Freeman said. 
“We’ve found 
that students 
are receptive to 

learn about our six departments and the 
teachers are very appreciative as well.”

The student ambassador program has been 
strongly supported by Farm Credit since 
2013, said Keith Hesterberg, President and 
CEO with Fresno Madera Farm Credit.

“During the past 11 years, Farm Credit has 
contributed over $765,000 to fund stipends 
each year for five ambassadors who serve 
as leaders of the program,” Hesterberg 
said. “Diversity has been part of Central 
Valley agriculture from the beginning as 
people from around the world migrated 
here to become farmers. That diversity is 
more important now than ever as we work 
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to ensure that California agriculture reflects 
California’s rich diversity.”

Kevin Ralph, California State President for 
AgWest Farm Credit, said he was extremely 
pleased to see the expanded outreach to 
high school students.

“Our sponsorship has allowed the major 
expansion of the program to high school 
students while the program continues its 
outreach efforts to older students as well,” 
Ralph said. “It’s also a plus that this year 
the sponsorship is helping to reimburse the 
scholars for some of their travel expenses. 
Since the presentations take place from 
Modesto to Tulare, those stipends can really 
help these college students.”

Farm Credit organizations supporting the 
program are AgWest Farm Credit, Ameri-
can AgCredit, CoBank and Fresno Madera 
Farm Credit. These organizations are part 

of the nationwide Farm Credit System – the 
largest provider of credit to U.S. agricul-
ture.

Freeman meets weekly with the ambassa-
dor leaders to go through the list of what’s 
coming up next and making sure enough 
people are in place for all of them, and 
Suarez keeps in touch throughout the week 
as well to orchestrate all the moving parts. 
Ambassadors can sign up for any activity 
that fits their schedules and student partici-
pation has been amazing.

“I couldn’t be more proud of the effort and 
energy going into this outreach effort,” she 
said.

Besides promoting careers in agriculture, 
the ambassadors also get a lot out of the 
program, Freeman said. They improve their 
communication, teamwork and time man-
agement skills, which improves their pros-

pects for future employability.

Suarez is a good example of that.

“Being a part of the ambassadors has really 
helped me grow professionally,” Suarez 
said. “Managing the program has helped 
build my time management and manage-
ment skills and I can see how it will help 
me pursue a career in the future. And just 
being able to develop relationships with 
other ambassadors has been a tremendous 
opportunity.”

Suarez has an ag background and partici-
pated in 4H and FFA growing up. In high 
school, she raised and sold Boer goats to 
students to show at county fairs. She joined 
the ambassador program as a sophomore 
and became one of the agricultural scholars 
after entering grad school. She expects to 
begin student teaching this fall and to be-

come a full-fledged 
ag teacher by May 
2025 – and looks 
forward to continu-
ing her outreach to 
students.

“It’s very important 
to have ag teachers,” 
Suarez said. “They 
can spark students’ 
passion to be part of 
the industry, help 
them become more 
aware of what is 
going on in ag and 
how food ends up 

See "FRESNO" on 
page 16
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on their tables.”

###

About Farm Credit: 

AgWest Farm Credit, American AgCredit, 
CoBank and Fresno Madera Farm Credit 
are cooperatively owned lending insti-
tutions providing agriculture and rural 
communities with a dependable source of 
credit. For more than 100 years, the Farm 
Credit System has specialized in financing 
farmers, ranchers, farmer-owned coopera-
tives, rural utilities and agribusinesses. 
Farm Credit offers a broad range of loan 
products and financial services, including 
long-term real estate loans, operating lines 
of credit, equipment and facility loans, cash 
management and appraisal and leasing 
services…everything a “growing” business 
needs. For more information, visit www.
farmcreditalliance.com

From "FRESNO" on page 15 About the Multicultural 
Ambassadors Program:

The Multicultural Am-
bassadors program is 
made up of agricultural 
students attending Cali-
fornia State University, 
Fresno. Their mission is 
to conduct recruitment 
activities to encourage 
underrepresented stu-
dents to further their 
education, consider 
agricultural careers, 
and to learn about the 
opportunities available 
at the Jordan College 
of Agricultural Sciences and Technology. 
Recruitment activities include career fairs, 
high school presentations, farm tours, and 
leadership conferences. Through participa-
tion in these recruitment activities, the Mul-
ticultural Ambassadors develop soft skills, 
leadership, and career-readiness practices 

that prepare them for leadership positions 
in the agricultural industry.

Pictured Above: A high school student 
goes face-to-face with a dairy cow during a 
Multicultural Scholars Program farm tour 
at California State University, Fresno, as 
outreach leader Amy Suarez (in red) looks 
on. (Photo courtesy of CSU Fresno.)


