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“Their ultimate goal is they want to eradicate animal farming entirely
and this is a stepping stone,” said Sonoma County Farm Bureau,
Executive Director, Dayna Ghirardelli.

See Page 26
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Agriculture Employment Policy

Governor Newsom fired back against two
Cal/OSHA Standards Board members

who publicly and pointedly criticized the
administration for directing the Board

to remove the pending Indoor Heat I11-
ness proposed rule from consideration at
the Board’s March meeting. Board Chair
Dave Thomas was stripped of his role,
replaced by Joseph Alioto, appointed by
the Governor to the Board only last year.
Laura Stock, whose term expired in June
2023, was immediately dismissed. Board
members whose terms have expired often
continue to serve at the pleasure of the
Governor. The Board is expected to take up
a revised Indoor Heat Illness proposed rule
on June 20 that excludes corrections activi-
ties. Implementation of the proposed stan-
dard by the Department of Corrections was
estimated by the Department of Finance to
add several billion dollars to the already

i

Modesto Irrigation District

il

large fiscal deficit the Legislature is already
grappling with to pass a budget by June 15.

In the last two weeks, Farm Bureau-sup-
ported legislation offered by Assembly-
member Rebecca Bauer-Kahan (D Orinda)
advanced through two Senate policy com-
mittees to the Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee. AB 2011 makes permanent a small
employer family leave mediation program
and expands the availability of mediation
to disputes arising from bereavement leave
requirements. The program, administered
by the California Civil Rights Department,
is set to sunset in 2025. The regulations gov
erning these leaves are lengthy and com-
plex and small employers do not have the
means to hire human resources profession-
als or counsel to advise them on the details.
The private right of action in CFRA means
any mistake exposes small businesses to
lawsuits that could quickly put them out of
business. Since its inception, the program
has been successful. More than half of the
mediated cases have resulted in settle-
ment with hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars going directly to workers rather than
plaintiffs” attorneys. The Senate Judiciary
Committee passed AB 2011 11-0 on June 4;
the Senate Labor, Public Employment and
Retirement Committee passed the bill 5-0
on June 12. and referred it to the Assembly
Judiciary Committee. Farm Bureau sup-
ports AB 2011. Staff: Bryan Little, blittle@
cfbf.com

SB 1022 Senator Nancy Skinner (D Berke-
ley), passed the Assembly Judiciary Com-
mittee on a 9-3. Farm Bureau opposes SB
1022 because it expands the existing statute
of limitations for any complaint brought
by the Civil Rights Department or any of
its “authorized representatives” to seven

I B@

”/’

/

California

Farm Bureau.

REVIEW

SEEGISLATIVE AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

years, undermining the purpose of stat-
utes of limitations by allowing actions to
proceed long after records have been lost,
memories have faded, witnesses have died,
and other problems have arisen that stat-
utes of limitations are designed to address.
Staff: Bryan Little, blittle@cfbf.com

AB 2738 Assemblymember Luz Rivas (D
Sylmar), passed the Senate Labor, Public
Employment and Retirement Committee
on June 12 4-1 and was referred to the Sen-
ate Appropriations Committee. AB 2738
will encourage local prosecutor litigation
against employers for alleged Labor Code
violations (permitted for the first time by
Farm Bureau-opposed AB 594, Maien-
schein, 2023) by requiring a California court
to award attorney’s fees to a public pros-
ecutor prevailing in a Labor Code related
civil action. Farm Bureau opposes. Staff:
Bryan Little, blittle@cfbf.com

On June 12, the Agricultural Labor Rela-
tions Board approved regulations imple-
menting 2022 card check legislation as pro-
posed and then revised by its subcommittee
and directed them to be noticed for an
additional 30-day public comment period.
Staff: Carl Borden, cborden@cfbf.com.

Ballot Measures

The Legislature has until June 27 to nego-
tiate any qualified ballot measure off the
November 2024 ballot. There are currently
12 eligible initiatives. A more comprehen-
sive writeup will be distributed once the
ballot has been finalized. The CAFB Board
of Directors will also consider positions on
ballot initiatives relevant to Farm Bureau.

See "REVIEW"” on page 5



4 — Stanislaus Farm News June 21, 2024

EVENT DETAILS
Fri. July 26, 2024
Hurst Ranch, 17415 CA-108, Jamestown
6:00 Hosted Social & Silent Auction
OR WATCH IT BURN
7:00 Dinner . .
7:30 Live Auction & Dutch Oven Desserts

LOG IT, GRAZE IT

TUOLUMNE COUNTY FARM BUREAU

ANNUAL BBQ &

TICKETS $40.00 Adults,
$10.00 For 12 & under
Purchase by calling (209) 522-7278

AUCTION

Friday, July 26th, 2024
6:00pm Social, 7:00pm Dinner
Hurst Ranch, Jamestown
17415 CA-108, Jamestown, CA 95327

THE BEST SILENT & LIVE AUCTION! If you
would like to donate an item for the auction or
silent auction, please bring one or call Abi (209)

522-7278 to arrange pick up. This event benefits our

Farm Bureau programs and advocacy efforts.

(209) 522-7278

LOG IT, GRAZE IT

nay]

W
OR WATCH IT BURN

TUOLUMNE
FARM BUREAU

THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS!

¢ AL Gilbert Company e Covers Apple Ranch ¢ Mountain Oasis Purified Water LLC

o Oakdale, (209) 847-1721
Armstrong Logging

o Twain Harte, (209) 586-1384
Aspen Meadow Pack Station

o Sonora, (209) 965-3402
Benton Roberson CPAs LLP

o Sonora, (209) 586-5236
Blue Mountain Minerals

o Columbia, (209) 533-0127
California Reforestation Inc

o Sonora, (209) 840-1326
Canepa & Sons Well Drilling

o Sonorg, (209) 532-1136
Cedar Ridge Apple Ranch LLC

o Sonora, (209) 533-9463
Conifer Communications Inc

o Sonorg, (209) 532-5859

o Tuolumne, (209) 840-2674
e Crook Logging Inc

o Groveland, (209) 962-7716
e Diestel Turkey Ranch

o Sonora, (209) 532-4950
e Doherty Tire of Sonora

o Standard, (209) 532-3484
e DSRS Inc.

o Sonora, (209) 993-8146
e Fulton Trucking Inc.

o Groveland, (209) 962-4350
¢ Hurst Ranch

o Jamestown, (209) 984-3016
¢ Joe Cover & Sons Inc
o Tuolumne, (209) 840-2674
Lockhart Appraisal
o Soulsbyville

o Sonorga, (209) 533-9000
Left Coast Land Clearing

o Sonora, (209) 536-9174
Sierra Resource Management Inc

o Sonora, (209) 984-1146
Tuolumne Utilities District

o Sonora, (209) 770-8902
Twain Harte Lumber & Hardware

o Twain Harte, (209) 586-3571
Valley Pacific Petroleum

o Stockton, (209) 948-9412
Yosemite Clean Energy

o Mariposa, (209) 800-2831
Yosemite Farm Credit

o Turlock, (209) 667-2366
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Among them is the Taxpayer Protection
and Government Accountability Act (TPA)
which would give voters the opportunity to
approve all future tax increases. California
Farm Bureau has endorsed the measure
and is leading the charge to let members
know the significance of passing TPA in
November. Recently, the Public Policy
Institute of California (PPIC) conducted a
survey that was in line with the TPA cam-
paign’s own internal polling. Further, the
TPA campaign released further polling that
shows that after hearing more about the
measure, support for TPA jumps to 65%, an
overwhelming majority. Polling also found
that there was more appetite to reduce the
state budget rather than increase spending.
Additionally, a supermajority did not favor
more bonds. Staff: Steven Fenaroli, sfen-
aroli@cfbf.com

Energy
Two bills Farm Bureau submitted letters of

General Building Contractor
Specializing in Agriculture Buildings

Oakdale Lic #7726
(209) 848-0615 or (209) 613-7087

KevinMcConnellConstruction.com

support on which are seeking to advance
the use of advanced reconductoring and/
or grid enhancing technology either have
moved from committee or will be heard
next week.

*5SB 1006 authored by Senator Steve Padilla
(D San Diego) would require transmission
utilities, as defined, on or before January

1, 2026, to jointly prepare a grid-enhancing
technologies strategic plan that is designed
to, among other things, cost-effectively
increase transmission capacity and increase
capacity to connect new renewable energy
and zero-carbon resources. The bill would
require each transmission utility, on or
before January 1, 2026, and at least every

4 years thereafter, to complete an evalua-
tion of which of its transmission and dis-
tribution lines can be reconductored with
advanced conductors in a cost-effective
manner to, among other things, increase
transmission or distribution capacity and
increase capacity to connect new renew-
able energy and zero-carbon resources.
The plans would also require a timeline for
implementation and progress reports on
that implementation. The bill will be heard
in Assembly Utilities and Energy Commit-
tee. on June 19.

* AB 2779 authored by Assemblymember
Cottie Petrie-Norris (D Irvine) passed out
of the Senate Energy, Utilities Communica-
tions Committee with 17 ayes and 1 absten-
tion. The bill would require the California
Independent System Operator to report

to both the legislature and Public Utilities
Commission on any new use of grid en-
hancing technology (GET) and the savings
in deploying that technology. Farm Bureau
continues to support the bill as an opportu-
nity to avoid both ratepayer cost and po-
tential transmission sitting on agricultural
lands. The bill is headed to Senate Appro-
priations.

Farm Bureau also submitted another letter
of support for AB 2750 authored by Assem-
blymember James Gallagher (R Yuba City)
which would extend the investor-owned
utilities (IOUs) obligations to collectively
procure their proportionate share of 125
megawatts (MW) of cumulative rated gen-

June 21, 2024 Stanislaus Farm News — 5

erating capacity from bioenergy projects to
July 1, 2025. As well as expands eligibility
of the 5-year extensions for procurement
contracts from biomass facilities to include
facilities located in areas that voluntarily
opt for federal “severe” or “extreme” non-
attainment status but that have measured
levels of air pollutants below “severe.” The
bill provides s necessary fix to air districts
that voluntarily reclassified themselves

to “severe” and “extreme” nonattainment
(where actual measured levels of particu-
late matter are below these classifications).
The bill will be heard in Senate Utilities,
Energy and Communications Committee
on June 18.

Farm Bureau submitted another letter of
support for SB 1003 authored by Senator
Bill Dodd (D Napa). SB 1003 would di-

rect the Office of Electrical Infrastructure
Safety (OEIS) to consider the timeliness

of infrastructure upgrades to ensure that
the maximum amount of risk from utility
sparked wildfires is reduced in the shortest
amount of time. Farm Bureau has routinely
advocated for greater transparency and
consideration of the electric rate affordabil-
ity crisis when determining which mitiga-
tion measures are appropriate. The bill was
bumped to the July 1 Assembly Utilities
and Energy Committee hearing.

Finally, Farm Bureau resubmitted the coali-
tion letter it authored in support of SB 1374.
The bill, authored by Senator Josh Becker
(D Menlo Park), among other things, would
allow Net Energy Metering Aggregation
(NEMA) customers to net or “self-con-
sume” energy in 15-minute intervals, which
restores some of the benefits that were
removed in the latest Public Utilities Com-
mission (Commission) decision at the end
of 2023. It does not fully restore the prior
NEMA subtariff but is a step in the right di-
rection. The bill is set to be heard in Assem-
bly Utilities and Energy Committee on June
19 and Farm Bureau has spent considerable
time with other supporters in the last few
weeks meeting with members to ensure

its passage in the committee. Staff contact:
Kevin Johnston, kjohnston@cfbf.com

See "REVIEW"” on page 8
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FREE ADS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

As another membership service, Farm Bureau members are offered FREE classified advertising in the Stanislaus
Farm News. Ads must be 18 words or less and only one ad per month per membership (membership nhumber
required.) Ads may be MAILED to the Stanislaus Farm News, or BROUGHT to the SCFB office, 1201 L Street,
Downtown Modesto. NO PHONE-IN OR FAX free ads will be accepted. Free ads are restricted to farm machinery
or equipment or unprocessed farm products. Farm jobs wanted or offered will also be accepted. No real estate
ads and no commercial items or services will be accepted. 209-522-7278

Classified Ad's $4.40 per run.
COPY DEADLINE: MONDAY 12 NOON

RATES: Display rates on request. Terms are cash. Ads should be paid for at time
of first insertion or immediately after receipt of bill if order is placed by telephone

or mail.

ERRORS: The Stanislaus Farm News will not be liable for more than one incor-
rect insertion. Errors must be called to the attention of the Classified Advertising
Department not later than 4 p.m. on the Tuesday following publication of the ad.
Claims for adjustment must be made within 15 days. We reserve the right to reject

or revise any advertisement.

120 SPECIAL NOTICES

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS CUT
YOUR ENERGY BILLS ELIMINATE
DUST & NOISE
Lowest Prices Guaranteed! Largest Selection in the
Valley! Windows, Doors, Skylights, Soundproofing,
Licensed, Bonded & Insured.

Visit Our Showroom:

1050 Kansas Ave., Modesto
Cal Comfort Insulating Windows, Inc.
Contractors Lic. #51317 Class C17B
209-527-1310 (TFN)

300 Employment

Service Mechanic, duties include
greasing, changes air filters and oil,
etc. Pays $15/hour with a harvest
bonus. Must be willing to work
6 days a week. Opportunity for
longer employment based on job
performance and experience. Call
Jenn for more details: 209-648-7947

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

For Sale:
Heavy Duty Ripper - $2500
Contact Arby: 209-505-0555 or text: 209-
602-1400

Spring tooth with attached following harrow. 8
ft wide, 3 point hook-up asking $1000
Brush rake. Rear push. 9ft wide adjustable
spacing for 4 or 5 forks asking $1000
Text or leave VM for
209-505-1731

For Sale:
John Deere 5100ML low profile with Exact
cab
Vrisimo flail mower — 12" & 8’
PBM 500 gallon sprayer with electric valves
(never used)
Durand Wayland 500 gallon sprayer
Domries float leveler — 12

Call Joe: 209-404-3326

Trailer axle with
springs $50, has two
new fires 80" tread,
Call 209-537-9491
Great Plains no-till corn planter 8-row
model YP825A-0830
It has a john blue injection pump.

Great condition. #22,000 OBO phone
209-874-4042 or 209-765-6298

Verisimo Might Max fail mower. Model #
SC-100 asking $5000
Orchard float roller 9ft wide asking $1000
Text or leave a VM
209-505-1731

Estate Sale
Farm Equipment
Antique Automobiles
Call: 209-988-1583

3/4 inch METAL PIPE, 10 FOOT
SECTIONS, 700 PCS.
Tom (209) 402-9870 or
Bob (209) 402-9873

510 LIVESTOCK

Kenyon Organic Services

Organic Consulting Services
Crop and Livestock
Carol Kenyon
(209) 484-1097
ck.cattle23@gmail.com

Sale Alfalfa. Best price, great
quality. Bigger Bales especially
suited to horses. Cook Valley
Angus Ranches Modesto 209 996
7365 & Available May- Oct

800 For Rent

House for Rent
$1500.00 & Deposit $1700
2 bedroom, 1 bathroom, Large
kitchen & livingroom, Sinhle car
garage, Riverbank

6819286

Dairy for Rent
Permitted for 614 Cows
With Flush and Freestalls
400 head open heifer facility
Turlock, Ca
Call 209-678-2632

900 REAL ESTATE

Cherry Orchard In the Wood
Colony
59+/- Acres. Excellent soil comprised
of 75% Hanford sandy loam
(HdpA). MID irrigation with micro jet
sprinklers. 2,500 sq. ft. Metal Barn
included. $2,330,000
Simvoulakis Real Estate

209.985.9700
BRE #705092

1000 SERVICES

1000 SERVICES

PROAG Commercial
Ag. Spraying
Orchard, vineyard $ herbicide applica-
tions
209-613-6355 Pat, 209-678-8072
Matt, 209-613-3227 Justin
Visit proag.webs.com

RON MARTELLA
Custom Nut Harvesting
SHAKING, SWEEPING

AND HARVESTING
883-4819 or 883-0690

Woodbridge Spraying
Field Spraying
Orchard Spraying
Backhoe
380-0727 (TFN)

Brush Piles & Stumps
Hauled Away

Davis Agriculture
209-670-5278

We haul Rock, Sand, Gravel,
Demolition Clean Up & Removal,
Tree Holes, Irrigation Lines & More.
Lic. # 884701
Home-(209) 848-0538
Cell (209) 525-7715 (1Fn)

Wilson Portable Welding
Structural « Fabrication * General
Repair
« Dairy Repair * Ag Repair
*Mobile - 765-3596
* Shop — 524-3016 (TFN)

Hampton Ranch, CA
Almond, walnut, kiwi grower
Almond Firewood
150-20 Ib. trays of kiwi fruit
$25/tray = $1.20/pound
No minimum required,
Delivery available
(209) 648-3249 or (209) 874-4894

Premier California Properties
Ag/investment Properties
Marcus Haney
Realtor #01917446
Contact me at 209/605-6727
www.premiercaproperties.com

Electrical and
Refrigeration Service
No job to small. Troubleshooting,
upgrades on home, ranch, dairy, and
commercial buildings.
209-648-7748

Martin Reyes

Land leveling, Discing Chiseling
Lice.#954989
(209) 605-4079

Noeller Farm
farm & ranch management
Almond, Peaches, Walnuts
custom Almond & Walnuts
(209) 883-2417 or
(209) 606-2084

Need help with your Farm
Labor?
Call Lencioni Farm Services
209-537-2186

Orchard & wild land tree
piles. Smokeless
conversion to biochar on
site. Davis Agriculture
(209) 670-5278

1100 MISCELLANEOUS

METAL BUILDINGS
Provided & installed, interior upgrades
available, fully engineered, references
available.
Active Industrial Contracting
Michael Frost - 613-3548.
Lic. #735904 (TFN)

LOW COST HOUSING Largest Inventory
in Valley of Preowned Mobile Homes. Ap-
prox. 100 to choose from. Priced to fit your
Budget. Transportation Available. DLR.
209-632-0854.

Wanted:

Cash paid for OLD Barn and
Shop items; vintage tools,
unwanted junk, old bottles &
oil cans
209-774-6582

ROOFING  FENCING  PLYWOOD  SIDING

Let's Build Together

Since 1953
Denair Location: (209) 632-2494
Riverbank Location: (209) 869-4424

www.DenairLumberCo.com

HARDWARE ¢ INSULATION « WINDOWS « 0.5.B.

9 FRED NETO & SONS
RY; (209) 669-FRED
660, : Fax (209) 669-0545
Catering
Commitment to Excellence
Specializing in: ; i B

B.B.Q Steaks - Ribs
Pork - Chicken
Seasoned Meats
Fred’s Portuguese Beans
Party Platters

Deli Spreads ALL OCCASIONS / FREE ESTIMATES
1318 N. Golden State Boulevard, Turlock, CA

RSN

VAN DE POL

1947 - 2022

¥ VAN DE POL

FUELS & LUBRICANTS

Celebrating 75 years of serving the
San Joaquin Valley!

We're your strategic partner - delivering
great service with roots in the local community.

Performance delivered.
Fuels | Lubricants | Renewable Diesel

Industrial Fluids | Diesel Exhaust Fluid

209.667.0236

| vandepol.us




THANK YOU FOR YOUR PRESIDENT'S
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Garden Center
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Your future grows here

Cortez
Growers
@Association
est. 1924

A Heman Resource Monogement Company

insureCAL

INSURANCE AGENCY
FARM/RANCH + BUSINESS « PERSONAL

STANISLAUS COUNTY
FARM BUREAU
President’s Club

/JM What is President’s Club?
This is our premier level
BAys RANCH of membership that is
— I NC.— ideal for companies or
family businesses. It
YOsmm)  allows individual Farm

Bureau memberships to

FARM

be grouped
together with additional
benefits!
HUDLEN
* FORD What are the Benefits?

Assignable Agriculture
Memberships, Advertis-
ing and promotional
benefits Booths at events
to engage with members!

Free tickets to events.

INSURANCE
SERVICES INC.
So much more!
SIERRA
Nationwide’ GRAIN How to Join
S PR TERMINAL Get in touch with us to
WENGER RANCH learn more!
o CAemotra 2

GROWER DIRECT NUT CO. JREES
(NG JERTED

e L

SERVICES, INC

(209) 522-7278
abid@stanfarmbureau.org
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Forestry and Wildfire

SB 1101 authored by Senator Monique
Limon (D Santa Barbara) will be heard next
week in the Assembly Committee on Natu-
ral Resources. Farm Bureau previously had
a support if amended position on the bill,
encouraging the Author to enable expedited
state contracting for all forms or fire mitiga-
tion, not just prescribed burns. The bill has
now been amended and Farm Bureau now
is in support of SB 1101. The bill has been
amended to include contracts related to
preparing lands for prescribed burns. Staff:
Peter Ansel; pansel@cfbf.com

AB 2276 authored by Assembly member
Jim Wood (D Santa Rosa) and supported
by California Farm Bureau passed from the
Senate Natural Resources Committee with
unanimous support. As discussed previ-
ously, the bill revises, improves, and reau-
thorizes an exemption first created in 2004
which provides an alternative to the Timber
Harvest Plan process. It allows relatively

light-touch logging activities (compared to
what could be done under a (THP) subject
to numerous protective constraints but
provides a more economical and easier way
to do generally beneficial activities. Staff:
Peter Ansel; pansel@cfbf.com

Insurance

Last week, the Little Hoover Commission
conducted a Virtual Roundtable on the
insurance market and wildfire nexus. Farm
Bureau provided public comments regard-
ing the struggles our members have faced
accessing affordable and comprehensive in-
surance. You can watch the testimony from
over a dozen witnesses and hear public
comments here. Staff: Peter Ansel; pansel@
cfbf.com

Next week, the Department of Insurance
released draft regulations regarding how
it will identify distressed markets and
how it will track insurers’ requirements

to write policies again in those distressed
areas based on the insurers’ total statewide

WATERFORD

—=—>IRRIGATION

IRRIGATION SUPPLY & DESIGN  LIC# 1004196

12500 Bentley St e« Waterford, CA 95386  209-874-1386

Quelity Irfcedon Desiemn,
SEIES &1 Installatiqn = Witdn)
e lonands You TS

o

irritec

BOWSMiTH,

L ———

5 o ——

i
AlsoRneWAinFAtWatE .
7016 AWeliEr Joreemn
NWERSr, CA 953
20923581685 - ", :

g
- -

<

- |
!
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market share. The Department will host

a webinar on June 26, 2025 explaining the
draft regulations which you can view here.
Farm Bureau will submit public comments
for this webinar. Staff: Peter Ansel; pansel@
cfbc.com

Water Safety: ¢ Wayo/ é@{

=t

Modesto Irrigation District

MID keeps water working for you
« Dependable water supply
« Irrigation system improvements
« Promoting efficient water usage

« Sustainable use of the
Tuolumne River

’ Modesto
Irrigation

o E District  The Power to Grow
www.mid.org




Transportation

Emissions Testing

CARB offers the ability to become a creden-
tialed Clean Truck Check tester. All some-
one needs to do is take the online course
and pass with 80% or higher. Credentials
are good for two years. Links to the train-
ing, exam, and frequently asked questions
are below.

Water

Successful Outcomes for Three Water Bills
One of the bills Farm Bureau fought hard-
est against in 2023 died a quick death this
week. AB 1337, by Assemblymember Buffy
Wicks (D Oakland), would have brought
all water rights, including pre-1914 and
riparian rights, under the full purview of
the State Water Resources Control Board
when it comes to curtailments — not merely
in drought years but in any year and for
any reason. After many conversations with

Farm Bureau, the bill’s sponsors, and the
author’s staff, it was clear that no compro-
mises were possible, and the author’s staff
chose to not pursue the bill further. The bill
is dead for the remainder of 2024.

Another bill that Farm Bureau fought
heavily throughout 2023 reached a favor-
able outcome this week. On June 3, AB 460
(Assemblymember Rebecca Bauer-Kahan,
D Orinda) was amended to remove a ma-
jority of the bill’s language that would have
stripped due process from water rights
holders when the State

Water Resources Control Board pursues
and enforcement action. The remaining bill
language was amended to merely increase
per-incident fines for unauthorized wa-

ter diversions and add a volumetric fine
component. Once these amendments were
made, leadership members of the 200-o1-

FLORY

LEAD
R S

£RS IN NUT HARVESTING EQUIPMEy

8770 Self Propelled Nut Harvester

Jm

SINCE 1936

860 PTO Harvester

_~.|,;_._.f-,.:-::a/~

ST14 Shuttle Truk

For the finest in Agriculture Equipment and Metal Fabrication
See all our products at goflory.com

209-545-1167 Salida, CA

RAYCO INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY
Locally Owned and Operated Scuce (969

Used Tool and Machinery Dealer
Steam and High Pressure Cleaners
Metal Working Tools and Machinery
Power Tools, Wood Working Tools and Machinery

Hand Tools, Abrasives, Saw Blades and Safety Supplies
Automotive Tools and Equipment, Shop Heaters and Coolers

Sales and Service

California Contractors License 708487

The Largest Selection of Heavy Duty Shop Tools and Machinery In Northern California

Modesto (209) 529-8984

512 RIVER ROAD

Turlock (209) 632-2315

712 LANDER AVENUE
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ganization opposition coalition, including
Farm Bureau, dropped their opposition to
the bill. It subsequently passed the Senate
Natural Resources and Water Committee.

AB 2079 (Assemblymember Steve Bennett,
D Ventura), died in the Senate Natural
Resources and Water Committee on June 11
after receiving 6 “no” votes by the commit-
tee members. The bill would have imposed
what is effectively a blanket moratorium on
new groundwater wells in most basins. The
California Department of Water Resources
sponsored the bill. Farm Bureau and other
members of the opposition have committed
to working with DWR to develop guidance
on well permitting to prevent subsidence
and interference with drinking water wells.
Staff: Alex Biering, abiering@ctbf.com

& RUMBLE

X  ORCHARD SERVICES
Topping & Hedging
(Fall 2021: Hedging Down to 2’)
Skirting

Dual Mechanical
Brush Stacking

Almond/Walnut

Conditioning

Orchard
Management

Phil Rumble:
(209) 996-1517

Matt Rumble:
(209 1
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Turnout for FFA Leadership
Conference Indicates Bright
Future for California Agriculture

Nearly 7,500 students attended the event,
while FFA membership is over 103,000

If this year’s state FFA Leadership Confer-
ence is any indication, the future of farming
in California looks bright.

A record 7,416 middle- and high school
students attended this year’s conference
in Sacramento, said Katie Otto, executive
director of development for the California
FFA Foundation. She said the FFA as a
whole is growing as well.

“Membership grew to over 103,000 state-
wide this year, and the conference is keep-
ing pace,” she said. “The FFA Leadership
Conference is the largest youth conference
in California and it’s one of the most af-
fordable student conferences at just $165.
Thanks in part to sponsors like Farm
Credit, we can make sure that FFA has the
ability to enhance opportunities for the stu-
dents and to support our chapters.”

Jacob DeBoer, Senior Regional Marketing
Manager with American AgCredit and
California FFA Foundation Board Member,
noted Farm Credit has been sponsoring
FFA for years.

“In addition to supporting program-
ming throughout the year, our sponsor-

-National Award

‘Winning Cheeses
I Free Samples & Tours

: Local Food, Beer & Wine
! Grilled Cheese Sandwiches ==
1 Animals to Feed

= 10040 State Hwy 120,

i OAKDALE CHEESE & SPECIALTIES

v Open Daily

ship helped fund many scholarships and
awards presented to FFA members at the
conference this year in recognition of their
achievements in 2023,” DeBoer said. “Farm
Credit knows FFA members represent the
future of ag in California, which is why

we are currently committed to providing
$250,000 over five years to help FFA fulfill
its mission.”

Farm Credit organizations members Ag-
West Farm Credit, American AgCredit,
CoBank, Colusa-Glenn Farm Credit, Fresno
Madera Farm Credit, Golden State Farm
Credit and Yosemite Farm Credit are proud
supporters of FFA. The organizations are
part of the nationwide Farm Credit Sys-
tem — the largest provider of credit to U.S.
agriculture.

The four-day con-
ference celebrates
the success of FFA
members through
awards for a wide
range of ag-related
activities and work-
based learning proj-
ects. Scholarships
and distinguished
service awards are
also presented.
Participants also
could choose from
seven live general
sessions, educa-
tional leadership

-6pm /

workshops, networking opportunities with
alumni and industry professionals and a
career and trade expo.

Otto said FFA is thriving in California for
several reasons, but it all starts with high
school ag teachers — something she knows
from experience.

“I was shy and quiet as a high school fresh-
man and [ wasn’t sure I wanted to be in
FFA in the first place,” she recalled. “But an
ag teacher encouraged me to participate in
the FFA Creed competition, and I did well.
I made it to sectional and then regional and
was in the state finals and I was hooked.
That ag teacher saw something in me and
took the time to make me realize there are
opportunities and ways to engage in agri-

(209) 6_67 MILK o WWW.TDR- INC COM

1819 SOUTH WALNUT ROAD, TURL[]CK




culture.”

Among those opportunities are the ability
for students to travel, to gain skills and to
meet people who can make a difference.

“For each student who participates in a
Field Day or a speaking contest, the judges
and coaches are alumni or people who
work in the industry. It’s likely they may
approach you and ask what your plans
after high school are. It becomes a self-feed-
ing pipeline,” she said.

And the ag-related career paths are nearly
endless, she added.

“We realize ag is broader than boots in the
tield. Few FFA members will work on a
farm, but they might become a formulator
at a feed company, an embryologist, a pest
control advisor, or an accountant work-
ing for an ag-related company. These are
all jobs that influence the food and fiber
chain,” she said.

Kevin Ralph, California president of Ag-

WATER & POWER

THE VALUE OF
INNOVATION

TID invests in emerging technology
and innovative programs to efficiently
utilize entrusted resources.

West Farm Credit, praised the diverse
educational opportunities FFA provides its
members.

“FFA currently provides educational op-
portunities in seven pathways — agricul-
tural business, agricultural mechanics,
agriscience, animal science, forestry and
natural resources, ornamental horticulture
and plant and soil science,” Ralph said.
“Like Farm Credit, FFA recognizes that the
needs of California agriculture are always
evolving, and we're pleased to be able to
help make these opportunities available to
so many young people.”

Ag education consists of a three-pronged
learning model designed to engage and
educate all types of students. It includes
classroom and laboratory instruction,
work-based learning for students not plan-
ning on attending a four-year university
and student leadership experience through
FFA.

Otto said despite headwinds facing Califor-
nia agriculture, she expects FFA to continue
to grow and evolve with students and
industry. She cited drone technology
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and agriscience as two program areas ex-
panding to meet demand.

“As FFA approaches our centennial in 2028,
the future of the industry, ag education and
FFA looks bright,” she said.

Next year’s conference will be held April
3-6 in Sacramento. Registration will open
on December 1.

bifidi
About Farm Credit:

AgWest Farm Credit, American AgCredit,
CoBank, Colusa-Glenn Farm Credit, Fresno
Madera Farm Credit, Golden State Farm
Credit and Yosemite Farm Credit are co-
operatively owned lending institutions
providing agriculture and rural communi-
ties with a dependable source of credit.

For more than 100 years, the Farm Credit
System has specialized in financing farm-
ers, ranchers, farmer-owned cooperatives,
rural utilities and agribusinesses. Farm
Credit offers a broad range of loan products
and financial services, including long-term
real estate loans, operating lines of credit,

Water Safety: 4 'uéa?

equipment and facility
loans, cash management
and appraisal and leas-
ing services...everything

a “growing” business
needs. For more informa-
tion, visit www.farmcredi-
talliance.com

About the California FFA
Foundation:

California FFA Founda-
tion serves more than
103,000 California stu-
dents and strives to make
a difference in their lives
by developing their po-
tential for premier leader-
ship, personal growth and
career success through
agricultural education. To
learn more about the Cali-
fornia FFA, visit calaged.
org.




12 — Stanislaus Farm News June 21, 2024

Stanislaus County HI 4-H Club
3800 Cornucopia Way, Suite A
Modesto, California 95358
(209) 525-6800

Dear Friend of 4-H:

County Fair time will soon be upon us, and the Stanislaus County HI 4-H Club is eager for another year
with its annual Milk Bar. The Stanislaus County HI 4-H Club consists of 4-H members who are in high
school. Our Milk Bar profits are used for scholastic scholarships, leadership conferences, and
community service activities. At our Milk Bar, we serve our famous milkshakes, milk, and chocolate
milk.

This year we will continue to promote our booth by offering gift certificate coupons for our famous
Milkshakes. We would like to offer you an opportunity to purchase these gift certificate coupon books
before the Stanislaus County Fair. These are great for gifts to friends who may be attending the fair, as
incentives for employees, and also a great way to support our youth in the 4-H program. We are
offering a book of 11 shake coupons for $80.

Please use the order form below and mail it to us by July 3, 2024, and we will mail your coupon books
to you as soon as we receive your order. You are welcome to stop by the county office to purchase
your coupon book(s) until July 12, 2024. Please make checks payable to Stanislaus County HI 4-H and
mail them to Stanislaus County HI 4-H, 3800 Cornucopia Way, Suite A, Modesto, CA 95358

Thank you for your support of our 4-H Program and the Stanislaus County HI 4-H Milk Bar.

Sincerely,

Hi 4-H Milk Bar Committee

Name Phone

Mailing Address City Zip____

$80 booklet (11 shake coupons total) = $

TOTALENCLOSED $_____
(Checks payable to: Stanislaus County Hi 4-H)



From the Fields - Josh Barton

Source: CFBF
By Josh Barton, San Joaquin County walnut grower

It’s kind of uncharacteristic to have these high, triple-digit temper-
atures in the beginning of June. This year, specifically, given where
the industry is on the walnut side, we have made an aggressive
effort to focus any and all of our resources on preserving quality
on our products.

Quality is what’s going to try to raise all tides. We’ve done a lot
in preparation for this season knowing that our goal was to put
the emphasis on quality. We’ve made a very mitigated irrigation
schedule to be on top of it, irrigate more intermittently to satisfy
the water demand in the trees. With the heat that we’ve had in
early June, we have gone through and applied Surround on our
early varietals in a hope that we can alleviate any sunburn that

mey
TEw1

Insurance Services

Protecting Farms & Farmers
for over 90 years

Call today and ask about our special farm programs
through Nationwide Insurance.

LET'S TALK TODAY.

Mark Antrim

CA License: #0288149

1317 OAKDALE RD STE 910
MODESTO

209-524-6366
www.tsminsurance.com

1\

Trusted
Choice”

Independent Insurance Agent

16686785
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may or may not come from this heat.

It’s also a really important time because we're trying to get size
right now, and when you get into this high-heat index, as your
crop is trying to size up, it can hit stall points with really hot tem-
peratures. We really need more of those mid-80-degree, low 90-de-
gree days right now to get really good, consistent size as we transi-
tion from post bloom into the heart of the growing season. It's a
two-prong approach. We're doing everything we can to monitor
our irrigation closely, to not overirrigate but not underirrigate and
hit size and quality early on. That helps set the tone for the rest of
the growing season.

Early-season fertilizers are going out as well. We're trying to take
our nitrogen management plan, and we're already starting to
spread or inject fertilizer on the walnuts as well, to try to meet the
early demand on our nitrogen budget at this time.

ESTERN
ALLEY

INSURANCE

Lic#0649647




MASELLIS

DRILLING INC
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119 ALBERS RD, MODESTO
209-522-1928

Masellis Drilling has over 50 years experience
in water well drilling. We offer drilling for
Domestic Wells, Irrigation Wells, Test Holes.

Something for Everyone...

+ Fun Tours & Family Activities
- Café, Espresso & Ice Cream

. . Visitor Center Open:
» Cheese, Wine, Gifts & More  monday-Friday, 7ar§ -6pm
- Career Opportunities Saturday. 10 am - 2 pm

flO)]in

0001 N LANDER AVE/HWY 165 * HILMAR, CA * 209.656.1196

Hilmard Cheese Company

HILMAR.COM

YOUR
FUTURE

COMMITTED TO
SERVING YOUR NEEDS.

The change in agriculture today is just a
glimpse of what lies ahead. It's why, more
than ever, we are committed to being the
partner you can trust, who understands
your needs and delivers value to help you
achieve your goals.

Wherever agriculture goes, we’ll be there,
alongside you, as you lead the way.

®.. | American
eé@ AgCredit

>
Your future grows here

Visit agloan.com/growyourfuture
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TAX
SERVICES
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AUDIT &
ASSURANCE

r‘ Grimbleby
Coleman

200 West Roseburg Avenue Modesto, CA 95350 | (209) 527-4220
gccpas.net

Scouting: Your First Defense Against Pests

Responsible almond farming requires protecting the crop and trees from pests, weeds, and
disease through an integrated pest management approach. Using tools and techniques like
monitoring for pest levels, help growers use pesticides only when economic thresholds are met.

Scan the QR Codes [w] [=]
to learn tips for % j ;ﬂ EF'; ; ﬁﬂ Eﬁl

monitoring and
treating pests from [=] 7o [=] s
industry experts:

How to Combat Monitoring Tools for Mating Disruption Tools
Webspinning Mites Navel Orangeworm for Navel Orangeworm

Learn more at Almonds.com/IPM

@cah fornia
almonds

Almond Board of California
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Holstein Director’s Message
By: Bill Genasci

The dairy industry has been pretty rough
on everyone this year, and I have been try-
ing to think of all the ways it has positively
affected my life. I'm sure many of you will
recognize these, and many will be able to
add more.

First it provided a great way to
raise a family. My children had
responsibilities, and we had
expectations. They grew up with
a good work ethic, knew how to
take directions, respected their
elders, and understood that
teamwork helped make the job
both easier and quicker. These
lessons served them well as they
matured. They have each found
a career that they enjoy, a wife
that they love, and have given us
12 terrific grandchildren.

It has allowed me to make L ¥ "
friends all over our country. The | 14
immediate bond we have over =4

the Holstein cow leads us to find many
other ways that we connect. Being able to
congratulate them when things are going
well, support them when things aren’t, help
them when it’s needed, and comfort them
when things are overwhelming are bless-
ings we have both given and received. This
industry has provided many great friends
to share our life with, and we are grateful.

The dairy indus-

try has presented
many opportunities
to grow as an indi-
vidual. The good

B times (our 100th
anniversary sale), the
bad times (when 430
= cows died of botu-
lism) which turned
into good times

e

when friends in the industry and others do-
nated cattle to help get us back on our feet.
Managing employees has been both a joy
and a train wreck. Every situation taught us
a lesson.

The positives outweighed the negatives,
and I wouldn’t have it any other way. For
us the Registered Holstein Cow opened

up other opportunities to travel and meet
people in allied industries. It also provided
extra income when we had surplus cattle to
sell.

With some feed products declining in price,
milk prices appear to be getting better,
prices for excess cattle holding very well I
hope the industry will turn around and be-
come profitable again for everyone. In the
meantime embrace the good memories, and
God Bless You All.
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RICO, PFITZER, PIRES & ASSOCIATES

VALLEY FEED &
SUPPLY

Vatleyifced,

Valley Feed & Supplyisa ||
family-owned feed store -
bringing quality livestock |
feeds, farm supplies, seed ||
and gardening supplies
and much more.

118 ALBERS RD, MODESTO
209-818-0577

INSURANCE AGENCY, INC. Lic 0499798

"Proudly celebrating over 50 years of excellence in our industry"

Lucia Farao
(209) 856-8846
Ifarao@rppins.com

Bobby Rosa
(209) 856-8820
brosa@rppins.com

Leroy Rocha
(209) 856-8839
Irocha@rppins.com

Tammy Gray
(209) 856-8885
tgray@rppins.com

Jeff Wolf
(209) 856-8821
jwolf@rppins.com

Rosie DelLaCruz

(209) 856-8840
rdelacruz@rppins.com

Leslie Machado
(209) 856-8814
Imachado@rppins.com

Call us today for a personalized Insurance Consultation!

(800) 399-7473 « (209) 854-2000 ¢ WWW.rppins.com

I NATIONWIDE®

On Your Side’

W &3 Farm Certified Agency




Sustainability: Myths vs. Facts
Source: AFBF, by Heather Lang

The story of the newly married couple and
their dream of continuing the family farm-
ing legacy is a tale of determination and
resilience in the face of challenges. With a
deep-rooted belief in living off the land and
improving it for future generations, they
encountered obstacles such as limited land
availability and the need to manage it for

multiple family members. That couple is us.

This is our story.

Soil is the foundation of productive, sus-
tainable agriculture. Over 20 years ago, we
implemented no-till practices to help im-
prove the soil and reduce our fuel costs. We

were cautioned against running cattle or
other ruminant animals on the no-till fields
to avoid compaction and the impact of their
hooves. Our family farm was founded on
cattle, specifically Simmental cattle, so they
have been a major part of our 5th genera-
tion ranch.

Even though my husband and I don’t own
cattle, his brothers and father do, and we all
operate off the same land. Cattle would be
incorporated. With one of the brothers spe-
cializing in Ag Business Management and
focusing on soil health, the brothers were
determined to work together to increase
soil health for generations. Implementing
climate-resilient agricultural practices such
as cover crops and rotational grazing gave
us tremendous capacity to decrease emis-
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sions and sequester carbon dioxide in the
soil. Integrating livestock with cover crops
has been a major part of our long-term soil
health success.

When it comes to agriculture’s impact on
our environment, there are often myths and
misconceptions that can cloud the conver-
sation.

It can be frustrating when prominent fig-
ures highlight agriculture as a significant
contributor to climate change. However,
it’s essential to approach this issue with an
open mind and consider the facts.

MYTH: Agriculture is the leading cause of

See "Myths” on page 18

&
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Success TrrousH Environmvent Manacement

- Seed

* Feed
Livestock
Equipment
Animal Health
Garden Supplies

« And More!ll

Farm Supply Thanks You For Your Support!

Modesto, CA 95358

As a farmer-owned cooperative we have been providing the
Products, Services and Expertise that deliver consistent
results for our growers since 1949.

Whether you’re a Farmer or a Homeowner; we have you
covered with the best products and services in the industry.

Open to the Public, Stop By Today!

pe,,!
Kerman
12800 W. Shields Ave
Kerman, CA 93630
(559) 474-4400

Merced
674 S. Highway 59
Merced, CA 95341
(209) 723-0704

Modesto
624 E. Service Rd.

(209) 538-7070
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From "Myth"” on page 17

climate change.

FACT: Agriculture’s contribution to climate
change is minimal. Agricultural greenhouse
gases come in at less than 10%, very modest
compared to electricity, which is respon-
sible for 25%, transportation at 28% and
industrial sectors at 23%.

Agriculture can be a major part of the cli-
mate solution and, in the process, improve
rural communities, the health of our soil
and water, and the lives of those who work
on farms and ranches.

STANISLAUS COUNTY

MYTH: Soil has no role in climate change.

FACT: Soil has everything to do with the
climate! At our farm, we not only monitor
and manage the soil health closely, but we
help increase the net carbon storage which
increases the amount of photosynthesis. We
plant hundreds of trees each year, use cover
crops and practice no-till conservation
tillage practices. Studies have shown that
fields managed using no-till for multiple
years generally have a higher water-hold-
ing capacity, reduce soil erosion, increase
soil biological activity and increase soil
organic matter.

Agriculture is unique among sectors in its
ability not just to decrease its climate im-
pact, but also to sequester carbon to help
the climate footprint of other sectors as
well.

Heather Lang is a family farmer in North
Dakota with local, state and national Farm
Bureau leadership experience. She current-
ly serves as president of her county Farm
Bureau (Burleigh). Follow her on Instagram
(ndpiggytales) to learn more about her jour-
ney. This column was originally published
on North Dakota Farm Bureau’s “On Your
Table” blog.

FARM 2024 TRAININGS g
BUREAU nuupejsimaminessor/overty)  EIAPE

March 5, 2024

Pesticide Handler & Fit Testing
8:00-12:00pm - Spanish

1:00-5:00pm - English

This is an annual training required by the

Department of Pesticide Regulation.
Pricing: Member $60/Nonmember $75

May 23, 2024

Heat lliness Prevention
9:00-10:00am - Spanish
10:00-11:00am - English

CalOSHA requires this training annually for
outdoor employees.
Pricing: Member $40/Nonmember $50

June 27, 2024
CPR & First Aid
8:00-12:00pm - Spanish
1:00-5:00pm - English

CalOSHA requires that at least 1 employee for

every 20 employees be trained.
Pricing: Member $100/Nonmember $125

s Jhank you to aur Sponsors! s
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is on your side

American
AgCredit

Your future grows here
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Call for special group pricing - Anna Genasci - 209.522.7278

July 25, 2024
Tractor Safety
9:00-10:00am - Spanish
10:00-11:00am - English

CalOSHA requires that employees who

operate equipment be trained annually.
Pricing: Member $40/Nonmember $50

October 24, 2024

Hazardous Ag Materials (HAM)
8:00-9:30am - English

10:00-11:30am - Spanish

Everyone operating a class C vehicle carrying
hazardous material must be trained.
Pricing: Member $40/Nonmember $50

November 22, 2024
Spray Safe - Save the Date
Classes in English & Spanish.

Employer & Employee Tracks

Earn those Continuing Education Credits
Pricing: Free

CulAg

Safety

aaaaaaaaaa

DAIRY LOANS « ORCHARD DEVELOPMENT « LAND PURCHASES + CROP LOANS « EQUIPMENT LOANS

YOSEMITE

Crepit

LOCAL AGRICULTURE
FINANCING

MODESTO MERCED
TURLOCK | LOS BANOS
PATTERSON | OAKDALE

yosemitefarmcredit.com @ @ @
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i GROW YOUR AGRICULTURAL BUSINESS
S|SBRD INNOVATION ONLINE WITH SISBRO INNOVATION!

DIGITAL CONSULTANT

PN GILE AT AUSINES S e G ONAEC Wit LOGAL EAMILILS « Elevate your farm's online presence with Sisbro
Innovation's expert website and marketing solutions.

UNLOCK DIGITAL SUCCESS FOR YOUR FARM Our Pay As You Go Website Program offers an

affordable and flexible solution, allowing you to maintain a

Visit www.Sisbrolnnovation.com or call strong online presence without a hefty upfront investment.

(800) 291-9102 to schedule a consultation | From website development to online marketing strategies,

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS we specialize in helping agricultural businesses thrive in
Mention this ad for a complimentary website evaluation and the digital landscape.
consultation. Let us help you sow the seeds of your online success!

« Our team understands the unique needs of the
agricultural industry, delivering tailored solutions that
drive growth and visibility.

« With Sisbro Innovation by your side, your farm can reach
new markets, attract customers, and increase revenue.

- Based in Modesto, CA, we're locally owned and operated,
offering personalized service and support to our fellow
farmers.

SCAN fora
Special
Discount
Code!

| | |
Tlme Is Gas-engine pressure washers
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Ru n ning requirements. Don’t wait to buy one,
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CLEANING SYSTEMS WATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS

We know Ag!

All-Electric & Battery-Powered KARCHER @ STEAMERICAS

Hot & Cold Pressure Washers Steam Generators FloorCare Air Compressors

Convenient money- Equipmentrentals Trade-in programs Free expert consultations
saving solutions Warrantied used equipment Financing & Leasing options Custom-designed solutions
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Digital Marketing A Boom
for the Dairy Industry

By Kathryn Kim Ramos, Sisbro
Innovation Website and Digital
Marketing Consultant

The dairy industry, a significant
pillar of agriculture in Modesto,
CA, and the broader Stanislaus
County is embracing digital
marketing to drive growth and
enhance communication with
local communities. In an era
characterized by rapid tech-
nological advancements and
shifting consumer preferences,
dairy farmers leverage websites,
social media, and other digi-

tal tools to expand their reach
within and outside of their local
community, boost sales, and
foster stronger connections with

FREE Concerts « Arena Events « Exhibits - Midway FUN!

their customers and the com-
munity.

Stanislaus County, home to a
robust agricultural sector, ben-
efits immensely from the dairy
industry. The region contributes
to California's agricultural out-
put, with numerous dairy farms
producing milk, cheese, yo-
gurt, and other dairy products.
However, like other sectors,

the dairy industry faces chal-
lenges such as market volatility,
consumer demand for transpar-
ency, and the need for effective
marketing strategies. Digital
marketing steps in as a game-
changer, offering innovative
solutions to these challenges.

Enhancing Visibility and Mar-
ket Reach
Digital marketing gives dairy
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farmers in Stanislaus County
powerful tools to increase their
visibility and reach a broader
audience. Websites serve as
digital storefronts for dairy
farms, showcasing their prod-
ucts, sharing their stories, and
offering e-commerce options for
direct sales. By optimizing their
websites for search engines,
dairy farmers can attract more
visitors, convert leads into cus-
tomers, and drive sales. For in-
stance, a dairy farm in Modesto
can use its website to highlight
its organic practices, share reci-
pes, and provide nutritional in-
formation, making it
easier for consumers
to find and choose
their products.

Social Media En-
gagement

Social media platforms like
Facebook, Instagram, and X
allow dairy farmers to engage
directly with consumers, share
behind-the-scenes glimpses of
farm life, and promote their
products. Regular updates,
engaging content, and interac-
tive posts help build a loyal
following and foster a sense

of community. Through social
media, dairy farmers can ad-
dress customer inquiries, gather
feedback, and inform their
audience about new products,
special promotions, and upcom-
ing events. This real-time in-
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teraction strengthens the bond
between farmers and consum-
ers, enhancing trust and loyalty.

Educational Outreach and
Transparency

The Stanislaus County Farm
Bureau is pivotal in support-
ing local farmers, including
those in the dairy industry, by
promoting best practices and
facilitating educational initia-
tives. Digital marketing comple-
ments these efforts by enabling
dairy farmers to share valuable
information with the commu-
nity. Blogs, videos, and info-
graphics on sustainable farming
practices, animal welfare, and

the nutritional benefits of dairy
products educate consumers
and promote transparency. This
educational outreach builds
consumer trust and enhances
the reputation of the dairy in-
dustry in Stanislaus County.

Building Community Connec-
tions

Digital marketing helps dairy
farmers communicate effec-
tively with their local communi-
ties. Email newsletters, online
forums, and virtual farm tours
offer platforms for farmers to
connect with their neighbors,
share updates, and solicit feed-
back. These digital channels
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Local Realtor Ashley Ardis, affiliated with Keller Williams, presents an exceptional opportunity in Oakdale—a
sprawling almond orchard property spanning 309 acres. Perfectly suited for those with a passion for
agriculture, this property is poised to contribute significantly to Oakdale’s vibrant agricultural industry.
Divided into four distinct lots, this property offers not only the allure of owning an orchard but also the
potential for an exciting development project. With Ashley’s expertise and Keller Williams' renowned support,
this unique offering promises both a fruitful investment and a chance to enrich the
agricultural landscape of Oakdale.
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foster a sense of community and
allow farmers to address con-
cerns, celebrate successes, and
highlight the positive impact

of dairy farming on the local
economy.

Digital marketing is revolu-
tionizing the dairy industry in
Modesto, CA, and Stanislaus
County. Dairy farmers are
expanding their market reach,
engaging with consumers, and
promoting transparency by har-
nessing the power of websites,
social media, and other digi-

tal tools. Supported by the
Stanislaus County Farm Bureau,
these efforts are helping to
build a sustainable and thriv-

ing dairy industry that benefits
farmers and the surrounding
community.

To enhance your company's
online presence, whether it's
creating a new website, updat-
ing an existing one, needing
assistance with Online Reputa-
tion Management or seeking a
virtual assistant for social media
posting or phone support, visit
www.sisbroinnovation.com.
You can also contact Sisbro In-
novation directly at (800) 291-
9102 for further assistance or
call Kathryn Ramos directly to
schedule a FREE consultation at
(719) 237-9155.

BACKCOUNTRY HORSEMEN
OF CALIFORNIA

MID VALLEY

Only 200 tickets printed
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Farmers seek replacement crops as vine  growers could have in-season access to ~ President Shannon Douglass called

seed demand plummets popular neonicotinoid insecticides. Had Durheim “a longtime champion for ag-
Vegetable seed companies have cut they waited for the sugar beet leathop-  riculture and for Farm Bureau.”

back vine seed production this season,  per to show up in San Joaquin Valley

sending Sacramento Valley producers processing tomato fields, it would have  Harvest time arrives for shrinking Cali-
who used to grow them under contract  likely been too late to begin the emer- fornia apricot sector

scrambling to find replacement crops. gency declaration process. Emergency  After years of removing trees, Califor-
Michael Willey, North America veg- declarations in Kern, Fresno, Kings, nia’s remaining apricot growers say
etable seeds production lead at Bayer, Madera, Merced and Stanislaus

attributed the reduced vine seed con- counties will allow farmer access to

tracts this year to overproduction in neonicotinoid insecticides to target
2023. Colusa County Agricultural Com- insects that can migrate to farm
missioner Anastacia Allen said reduced fields in spring.

vine seed contracts has resulted in

farmers planting more corn—a crop she  Dan Durheim named chief oper- “
described as “what you plant when you ating officer for California Farm J —
have nothing else to plant.” Bureau (pictured right) "

The California Farm Bureau Board
Walnut growers say going organic isn’t  of Directors has selected Dan

translating to higher prices Durheim as the organization’s first-
Certified organic crops typically earn ever chief operating officer after
a higher price than their conventional screening more than 1,100 candi-

counterparts but, for struggling Califor- dates following a comprehensive
nia walnut growers, the organic premi-  executive search. Durheim, associ-

ums have not necessarily translated to ate vice president of sponsor rela-

higher profits. The price of conventional tions for Nationwide in Colombus,

walnuts has plunged to record-low Ohio, previously served in leader-

levels in recent years, dragging down ship positions with the American

organic walnut prices. At the same time, Farm Bureau Federation and the

“a steady increase in supply” has also Minnesota Farm Bureau over near- E_B California
. . . . > rarm bureau.

weighed on the organic walnut market, ly 20 years. California Farm Bureau o

said Teddy Schrier,

who markets or-
ganic walnuts for
Grower Direct Nut
Co. in Stanislaus
County.
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they have found a balance between sup-
ply and demand, allowing the crop to
be profitable. But the downward trend
in production has reduced the sector

to a fraction of what it once was, even
though the Golden State remains the na-
tion’s top producer of apricots. So many
apricot orchards have vanished that
even a slight increase in acreage could
“bump you back up into an oversupply
situation,” said Stanislaus County grow-
er Daniel Bays, who serves as president
of Apricot Producers of California.

MIKE HEINRICH

Grasshopper season is anxiety season
for farmers in North State
Grasshoppers and Mormon crickets,
which travel great distances and de-
stroy crops, are expected to make an-
other unwelcome appearance in North
State farm fields this year. University of
California Cooperative Extension farm
advisors say the grasshoppers, which
lay eggs in the fall and begin hatching
by summer, are usually more isolated
to rangeland and irrigated pasture than
irrigated row crops. Amid dry condi-
tions in recent years, farmers in Siskiyou
and Modoc counties
have reported tens
of millions of dol-
lars in crop losses
due to feeding
grasshoppers and
crickets.

Concerns by wild-
life agencies delay
farmers’ plans to
conserve Colorado
River water
Imperial Valley
farmers preparing
to participate this
summer in pro-
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Colorado River water have had to put
their plans on hold due to concerns
from wildlife agencies that reduced
farm water use could result in habitat
loss for three endangered species that
live in the region. The short-term con-
servation effort would be the largest
ever on the Colorado River. But earlier
this year, during the environmental re-
view process, wildlife agencies request-
ed a biological consultation to ensure
the programs would not violate laws
that prohibit killing or harming endan-
gered species.

Study: Reduced flows for farming stir
up dust from Salton Sea

The Salton Sea, formed in 1905 after the
Colorado River overflowed its banks,
has been fed since primarily by water
runoff from agricultural operations for
almost a century. Now a new research
paper in the American Journal of Agri-
cultural Economics finds that, as farm-
ers have reduced water consumption

to help increase water deliveries to San
Diego County communities, flows to the
lake have decreased and dust pollution
has increased. The report’s co-author
said disadvantaged neighborhoods
located near the Salton Sea have been

209.312.4011 | MHeinrich@boyett.net

grams to conserve  most affected by dust.
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Bring a Cow to School Day
By Vicky Boyd

It was bring a cow to school day recent-

ly at Richard Moon Primary School in
Waterford. The bovine show and tell was
part of the Dairy Council of California’s
Mobile Dairy Classroom Program designed
to educate elementary school students
about where their milk and other food
comes from.

Holstein cow No. 229966, nicknamed But-
tercup, and mobile dairy classroom instruc-
tor Miranda Blagg were the stars of the
show, which had special meaning. Blagg at-
tended Moon School from second through
fourth grade, and she made the educational
presentation in front of her mother, Jay
Blagg, who is a preschool teacher.

“It’s a surreal feeling, and it’s a way I get to
give back to my community,” Blagg said.
“(Students) get to learn about agriculture
and what’s going on around them. And it’s
always fun to see teachers I had who are
still here.”

Educating the public about where their
food comes from is gaining importance as
an increasing portion of the public has be-
come further removed from agriculture, she
said. Even in a town like Waterford, which
is surrounded by farms, many people aren’t
aware of the industry’s role in producing
their food.

“This is a way to bridge that gap and give
them their first look at ag,” Blagg said.

Nicole Morris — who with her husband,
John, operate JNM Dairy southwest of
Modesto — provides the loaner cows to
Blagg for her educational efforts. As a dairy
science professor at Modesto Junior Col-
lege, Morris said she is a strong advocate
for educating consumers about the impor-
tance of dairy and agriculture in general.

“If we're to keep agriculture strong, we
have to educate the next generation,” said
Morris, who also posts as The Milk Diva (@
themilkdiva) on Instagram.

Denair dairy producer and Stanislaus
County Farm Bureau First Vice President
Vance Ahlem said the program is important
because it not only educates the students,

nections to the “real world” that may some
day inspire at least a few students to seek
careers in agriculture or related fields, Til-
lery said.

but also their parents and educators.

Still important after all these years

“The impact is well worth it for both the

school to make the time investment and

as an industry to continue the educational
investments as well as to teach them about
the dairy industry,” said Ahlem, who sits
on the Dairy Council of California’s Board

of Directors.

While the council obviously wants to talk

about the benefits
of consuming dairy
products, he said
the program has ex-
panded to educate
about all forms of
better nutrition.

Moon School Prin-
cipal Maria Tillery
said programs such
as the Dairy Coun-
cil’s are important
to help students
learn more about
their food and nu-
trition.

“Kids are not al-
ways in the know of
where milk comes
from,” she said.

“I think they have
an idea, but they
mostly recognize

it as coming from
the store, from the
gallon or the quart.
(Milk) plays such

a big part in the
food chain, and it
provides the yogurt
and cheeses — all of
the great food that
we love.”

These educational
programs also
foster closer con-

In existence since the 1930s, the Mobile
Dairy Classroom Program was one of the
first ag in the classroom programs in the
state. It currently comprises six mobile
dairy classroom instructors who focus on
different parts of the state. The Dairy Coun-
cil of California is funded through producer
and milk processor assessments collected
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by the California Department of Food and
Agriculture.

A four-year veteran of the Dairy Council,
Blagg serves schools from Merced north to
Yuba City and from Roseville west to Con-
tra Costa County. She and her bovine part-
ner are in high demand, and their schedule
fills up quickly during the school year.

In fact, Ahlem said, the Mobile Dairy Class-
room is the council’s most sought-after pro-
gram. He credited the program’s long-term
success to energetic staff members who
really engage with their audiences.

Each year, the mobile effort reaches more
than 400,000 students from pre-kinder-
garten through eighth grade, said Meg-
gan Rush, Dairy Council communications
program manager. The council is currently
working on an educational program de-
signed for high school students.

In addition, the council has instructional
materials, curriculum packages and online
options, such as videos, that teachers can
use for classroom lessons. And all of it is
free to educators, who are becoming more
pushed for resources with budget con-
straints, she said.

“There are virtual field trips and online op-
tions basically available 24/7,” Rush said. “I
really think that since we’ve been here for
so long, it’s not just about dairy. It's about
ag education and nutrition — it’s all en-
compassing.”

For Blagg, the mobile dairy classroom pro-
gram is a chance to combine her two pas-
sions — dairy and ag education. She didn’t
grow up on a farm but showed replacement
heifers in 4-H and FFA. That’s where she
fell in love with dairy cattle and the dairy
industry.

While pursuing an animal science degree at
California State University, Fresno, Blagg
worked leading tours at Hilmar Cheese
during summer breaks. It was there that
she discovered her affinity for educating
the public.

After graduation, Blagg eventually joined
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the Dairy Council, where she currently is
one of six mobile dairy classroom instruc-
tors in the state. Blagg also is the Califor-
nia Farm Bureau state Young Farmers &
Ranchers Committee representative for
Stanislaus and Tuolumne counties.

with JNM Dairy southwest of Modesto, which loans the cows used in her edu-
cational presentations in Stanislaus County. Holstein cow No. 229966, nick-
named Buttercup and pictured here, was one of those.

................

X

| KN ‘ D
Mobile dairy classroom instructor Miranda Blagg and a Holstein nicknamed
Buttercup educate students at Richard Moon Primary School in Waterford
about where their milk and other food comes from. The effort is part of the
Dairy Council of California’s Mobile Dairy Classroom Program.
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Animal rights comes to
‘America’s Provence’ and
farmers are worried

Source: Politico, by BEN FOX
06/2024

What is underway in an iconic food-pro-
ducing area might soon spread elsewhere
as exurban development increasingly
encroaches into agricultural re-

gions nationwide. | Terry Chea/

AP

PETALUMA, California — Ani-
mal rights activists first forced
their way onto Mike Weber's
chicken ranch six years ago, seek-
ing to expose what they view as
the horrors of egg production in
a region known as the “American
Provence” for its abundance of
vineyards, dairies and organic farms.

That confrontation, which resulted in the
arrest of 40 activists for trespassing, turned
out to be just an initial skirmish in a battle
playing out now over animal rights and
farming that will soon move to the Sonoma
County ballot. In November, voters will
weigh in on a proposal to prohibit large
poultry and livestock operations, which
activists say are factory farms that pollute
the environment and mistreat animals with
closely packed confinement. Sonoma would
be the first county in the United States to
ban such facilities.

“People deserve a say over what happens
in the county they live in, and people don’t
want that happening here,” said Lewis
Bernier, a researcher for Direct Action Ev-
erywhere, a Berkeley-based group with a
history of confrontational protests that led
efforts to get the measure on the ballot. The
group has also collected signatures to place
a similar question before Berkeley voters
this fall, although it is largely symbolic
since there are no commercial farms in the
Bay Area college town.

In Sonoma, however, a measure pitting
people who shop at farmers markets

against those who supply them strikes deep
in the terroir. Once-fringe beliefs about ani-
mal rights are becoming mainstream just as
the nation is facing a rural economic crisis,
having lost over a half a million farms since
the 1980s. What is underway in an iconic
food-producing area might soon spread
elsewhere as exurban development increas-
ingly encroaches into agricultural regions
nationwide.

“Their ultimate goal is they want to
eradicate animal farming entirely and this
is a stepping stone,” said Sonoma County

Farm Bureau, Executive Director,

Dayna Ghirardelli.

“If it can happen here,” said Sonoma State
University political science professor Da-
vid McCuan, “it can get on the ballot any-
where.”

Supporters of Measure ] would force at
least two dozen Sonoma County poultry
and livestock operations to either downsize
or shut down within three years. Farmers
say it is an effort to push a “vegan man-
date” to end animal farming and that the
initiative would close more farms and have
spinoff economic effects, both immediately
and in the future.

“At the end of the

an outright ban on concentrated animal
feeding operations, a designation used by
the Environmental Protection Agency for
regulating agricultural waste discharge.
Activists use the phrase interchangeably
with “factory farms,” to cover a range of
modern poultry and livestock activities in
which animals are raised and kept in dense
conditions.

Sonoma is dotted with hundreds
of farms, large and small, and
has deep rural roots. Petaluma,
where Weber’s farm is located,
has long been tied to the dairy
and poultry business and was
once known as the “egg basket of
the world.” The small city has a
quintessential Americana charm.
Much of Ronald Reagan’s classic
1984 campaign ad “Morning in
America” was filmed in the city
as was the 1973 movie “American Graffiti.”
That landscape may not have changed
much, but Sonoma’s demographics have.
Petaluma and nearby cities have become
bedroom communities for people priced
out of places closer to San Francisco and
the Silicon Valley — filled with newcom-
ers blasted for driving up home prices and
ridiculed for grumbling about the odor of
manure that occasionally wafts through

the area, a scent known as the “Sonoma
aroma.” Petaluma is a city of nearly 60,000
people, sprinkled with farm-to-table restau-
rants catering to foodies.

day, they want to
burn down our farm
and every other
farm in Sonoma
County,” said We-
ber, whose family
has produced eggs
in the area since
1912.

2

The Sonoma Aroma

Sonoma would be
the first county in
the U.S. to impose
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The crosscurrents that shape Sonoma today
— an area where people are ready to chal-
lenge the business of farming even though
their local economy remains inexorably
tied to it — were on display last month
when the county Board of Supervisors held
a public hearing after activists gathered
37,000 signatures, more than enough to
qualify Measure J for the ballot.

At the May 14 meeting, the measure’s sup-
porters decried factory farms for cruelty,
polluting the air and water with waste and
for being “incubators for disease” such as
bird flu. Activists sought to refute a dire
local government assessment that projected
widespread closures of farming activities
and layoffs as a result of the measure’s pas-
sage.

“These industrial facilities harm animals,”
said Cassie King, a member of Direct Ac-
tion Everywhere. “They exacerbate wild-
fires and droughts. They are incubators for
disease, like the avian flu that was men-
tioned, which has spread to mammals and
humans. They pollute our air and water.
They most impact the health of workers
and people who live nearby these facili-
ties.”

Supervisors warmly welcomed Measure ]
critics, who included local dairy farmers
and two well-known local producers that
rely on them, Clover Sonoma and Straus
Family Creamery — and endorsed the
warnings about the likely economic effects
of the measure.

“What we're going to do is kill farms

e? o
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and kill jobs,” said James Gore, a
former U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture official elected to the board in
2014. “And then you're going to push
us into a place where it doesn’t af-
fect our ability to buy and sell but it
does really increase the opportunity
for these lands to be transitioned into
suburban, urban, or other uses.”

In the end, the supervisors agreed to
put the measure on the November
ballot, but unanimously adopted a
joint statement of opposition to the
initiative. To the farm industry, the
fact that a measure regarded with
such local hostility has come so far
in Sonoma County is a harbinger of
where this fight might go next.

Which Came First

In May 2018, several hundred people
organized by Direct Action Every-
where traveled about an hour’s drive
north from Berkeley to protest Weber
Family Farms, which Mike owns with
his brother, Scott. Some forced their
way inside the chicken houses, seiz-
ing dozens of birds including about
10 they claimed were sick and dying.
The group argued that their action
was legal under a California law
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against animal abuse. “Folks, we're about
to march into a massive factory farm in the
heart of darkness and hell,” declared the
group’s leader, Wayne Hsiung, according
to video taken at the time. “We're gonna
expose what’s happening inside and try to
take some of the animals out.”

Hsiung, a lawyer and onetime candidate
for mayor of Berkeley who has argued that
animals should have the same rights under
the Constitution as people, held follow-up
protests there and at Reichardt Duck Farm,
also in Petaluma. The group has tried to
make their case with photos showing birds
with apparently untreated sickness and
injuries.

“We need to stop the most egregious cru-
elty that’s happening,” said Bernier. “We
need to put an end to it immediately.”

Weber disputes allegations of mistreatment,
noting that his products receive a “certified
humane” label from Humane Farm Animal
Care, a nonprofit that says it uses veterinar-
ians and animal scientists to set treatment
standards. He said he also takes additional
compliance monitoring measures for his
company’s organic facilities and recycles
his waste to sell as fertilizer. “I don’t know
what we can do better,” he said. “The only
thing I can do is to go out of business to
make them happy.”

Measure ] would likely have that impact.
The initiative language appears to call for
phasing out both large and medium-sized
concentrated animal feeding operations,
or CAFOs. Under that interpretation, the
Sonoma County Farm Bureau says at least
60 poultry and livestock enterprises would
have to close.

But Bernier says that’s a misreading of the
initiative and that there are no operations in
the county that meet the EPA definition of

a medium CAFO because of the way they
manage waste. Under the coalition’s inter-
pretation, Measure ] would cover dairies in
the county with 700 cows and egg produc-
ers with 82,000 birds.

See "No on |” on page 28
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From "No on ]J” on page 27

The debate over exactly which facilities
would be covered by Measure ] is some-
what of a moot point to the local Farm
Bureau. “Their ultimate goal is they want to
eradicate animal farming entirely and this
is a stepping stone,” said Executive Direc-
tor Dayna Ghirardelli.

Weber, who was forced to kill all 550,000
chickens at his main egg-producing facility
in December because of an outbreak of bird
flu, bristles at accusations that he mistreats
animals, which he said would not be in the
interest of him or any other farmer.

“It’s in our best interest to provide the ideal
environment that is stress free,” he said.

Many people today, he said, do not under-
stand what it takes to get food from farms
into supermarkets. “If voters decide they
want to make it illegal to eat meat I'm not
going to fight it. That’s for the voters to
decide,” he said. “But they shouldn’t be
making the decision based on misleading
information.”

Table-to-Farm Politics

California voters statewide have shown
they are receptive to animal welfare ini-
tiatives in the recent past. In 2008, voters
passed Proposition 2, which prohibited
certain types of cramped cages for pregnant
pigs, calves raised for veal and egg-laying
hens. A decade later, voters went further
with Proposition 12, a so-called “foie gras
ban” that required farm animals get more
space and egg-producing chickens go cage-
free. Both passed with more than 60 percent
of the vote.

There was also a bill introduced by two
Democratic state lawmakers in Febru-

ary 2022 that would have prohibited new
CAFOs in California. That measure never
made it out of committee, a result of op-
position from agriculture interests. (Sena-
tor Cory Booker of New Jersey, who is a
vegan, has introduced similar legislation
at the federal level.) Animal-rights activists

hope that if Sonoma voters bless
such regulations this fall, it could
help loosen legislative resistance in
Sacramento.

®
\

7. Water Safety...

f

“If this passes, in a county that is
known as an agricultural county,
and prides itself on being a small
farm, kind of county, then it opens
up political cover to discuss the
issue,” said Nickolaus Sackett,
director of legislative affairs for
Social Compassion in Legislation,
a California-based animal-rights
group. “That means the people
want it and we should at least be
having these conversations.”

wateh jour
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Agriculture interests similarly
recognize the potential for Mea-
sure J to be a threat beyond So-
noma County. Most of the $176,000
raised by the Family Farmers Al-
liance, which is sponsored by the
Sonoma County Farm Bureau, has
come from farming organizations
elsewhere in the state.

“Sonoma has grown a lot to where
there’s a lot of urban folks living
there,” said Bill Mattos, president
of the California Poultry Fed-
eration, which is donating to the
campaign. “So they need to be : : :
educated, Leaders in Nut Harvesting Equipment
Use the QR Code below to donate.
No on Measure | - Save Sonoma
County Family Farmers

TRADITION
SERVICE
INTEGRITY

CRAFTSMANSHIP

Serving the agricultural community since 1936

4737 Toomes Road, Salida Ca. (209) 545-1167
See all our products at goflory.com
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MAKE YOUR At Bank of Stockton, we've helped people achieve
HOME SWEET HOME their real estate goals for over 157 years.

SWEETER WITH A Our home equity lines of credit (HELOC) are
available to help with home improvements or
BANK OF STOCKTON EQ UITY LINE repairs, debt consolidation or as an emergency
tund. Talk to one of our real estate professionals
today at 1-844-700-5012, stop by one of our
friendly branches, or apply online at
bankofstockton.com. We look forward to helping

you with your home equity line needs!

BANK OF STOCKTON

ESTABLISHED 1867

bankofstockton.com MEMBER FDIC roves
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WWW.GREENRUBBER.COM

Everything for
Hgnculgture =

Green Rubber - Kennedy Ag has the products, parts, accessories,
and customer service you need to maximize your productivity.

- CUSTOM CONVEYOR BELTS cnat.
- URETHANE PARTS |

- RENEWED BOGIE WHEELS

- PUMPS, HOSES, FITTINGS

- SPRAY NOZZLES & VALVES

- WATER TANKS & TANK TRAILERS

- SAFETY PRODUCTS & EQUIPMENT

- PRESSURE WASHERS & ACCESSORIES
- AND MUCH MORE!

3
Ereen Rubber A
ennedy Ag &

Ag Industrial Supply
Belting & Fabrication

{

Six locations to serve you. Call today!

SALINAS (831)753-6100 - MODESTO (209)538-6227 - GREENFIELD (831)674-0999

WATSONVILLE (831)761-9395 - SANTA MARIA (805)878-8877 - YUMA (928)726-6560
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Agricultural Appraisal Services

)
:

A s Providing Full Service Agricultural Valuation Products
panels Networking
%,\
Z i r»,y‘,,,"é‘ Randal H. E.dwards, ARA (209) 634-9484
LEARN. NETWORK. BUILD Anthony . o T
. . . nthony J. Toso, ARA info@eltappraisers.com

Richard L. Kilgore, ARA
Martin Seanez, ARA
Tiffany L. Holmes, ARA

Don’t miss your chance to be part of this dynamic event BE5E
that promises to elevate your brand to new heights. [

8408 N. Lander Ave., Hilmar, CA 95324 -

O 2096787121 ) info@centralvalieybusinessexpo.com @8 www.cvbexpo.com

Kyle E. Dalrymple, ARA
Mary Anne Dores

Kay J. Austin
Stephanie J. Bengard
George L. Morasci
Jason L. Edwards
Alyssa L. Haines

Fax: (209) 634-0765




Hilmar Cheese Company Awards 67
Educational Scholarships

Sixty-seven students demonstrating aca-
demic performance and community in-
volvement will each receive a scholarship
to help fund their higher education goals
through Hilmar Cheese Company’s annual
scholarship program. This program, which
has existed since 2003, is one of the many
ways Hilmar Cheese helps achieve its com-
pany purpose to improve lives together

The scholarship program awarded $40,000
in four categories — children of employees,
children of the dairy farm families who
ship milk to Hilmar Cheese, part-time Visi-
tor Center staff and students pursing an
agricultural undergraduate degree in the
communities where the company operates.

Eight children of employees of Hilmar
Cheese Company, two part-time Hilmar

HEINRICH

——FARMS——

Gordon (209)595-2207 Jerad (209)595-4966
Eric (209)605-3663

Philip (209)595-2491

~Orchard farmivlg Services-

Leases - Share Crop - Management
Orchard Development

Shaking - Sweeping - Harvesting

Walnut Hulling & Drying
Almond Drying - Orchard Spraying

Give us a call to disouss your orchard gartring eeds

Cheese Visitor Center staff, and three
children of the dairy farm families who
ship milk to Hilmar received scholarships.
Thirty-eight students pursuing an agricul-
tural major living in the counties where the
company is located also received scholar-
ships. This last category is for students not
affiliated with the company; but dedicated
to the agricultural industry and living in
Merced or Stanislaus counties in California
or Dallam or Hartley counties in Texas.

Three part-time visitor center employees,
eleven employee children and two children
of dairy farmers who ship milk to Hilmar
also received an additional scholarship for
a second year to help continue their educa-
tion.

The Hilmar Cheese Company scholarship
program reflects the company’s ongoing
support of higher education and its com-
mitment to employ-

June 21, 2024 Stanislaus Farm News — 31
ees, dairy farm families, the California and
Texas agricultural industries and the com-
munities where Hilmar operates.

Qualifying students are encouraged to ap-
ply November 1 through February 1, 2025.
For more information about Hilmar Cheese
Company’s scholarship program, visit the
About Us Overview section of www.hil-
mar.com.

Hilmar Cheese Company, Inc. uses the power and prom-
ise of dairy to improve lives together. We provide health
and nutrition for consumers, contribute to brand success
for our customers, create opportunities for employees,
support independent milk producers and improve the
communities where we live and work. With a focus on
collaborative product innovation, real-time scalability and
a progressive approach to sustainability, Hilmar TM is a
global leader in efficiently producing functional cheese
and whey ingredients at scale. We deliver high-quality

roducts to customers in more than 50 countries. Founded
in 1984, Hilmar operates manufacturing plants in Hilmar,
California and Dalhart, Texas. A third state-of-the-art
manufacturing facility in Dodge City, Kansas, will open
in 2024. For more information, visit www.hilmar.com and
Linked In @Hilmar.
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G3 HAS BEEN HAULING
CALIFORNIA'S HARVES'
DVER 40 YE

We're large enough to serve ai
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G3 Enterprises knows how to move your product with efficiency and care. We are ag hauling
experts with equipment and capacity to haul year-round from field to processor, to packer and on

as finished goods. Let's put G3 InG3nuity to work for you — Visit G3Enterprises.com/AG-Hauling




