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Thank you for your 
Membership. 

For the GOOD of your FOOD. 
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GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS DIVISION  1127 11TH STREET, SUITE 626, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814  TELEPHONE: (916) 446-4647  

 
January 14, 2022 

 
BUDGET 

 
2022-2023 State Budget Proposal 
 

Governor Gavin Newsom has released his proposed State Budget for the 2022-2023 fiscal year. This $286.4 
billion budget is the State’s largest budget to date and includes a $46.7 billion surplus ($20.6 billion of 
which is discretionary). In his press conference on Monday, Governor Newsom outlined his top priorities: 
COVID response, Climate, Homelessness, Cost of Living and Public Safety. Below is a truncated list of 
funding proposals that are of most relevance to agriculture: 
 
AGRICULTURE, GENERALLY 

• $50 million to four CSU University Farms (Cal Poly SLO and Pomona, Chico and Fresno) 
• $287,000 for animal mortality management considering rendering disruptions 
• $537,000 for education/outreach by the State Organic Program 

COVID RESPONSE 
• $2.7 billion for testing, vaccine distribution, hospital support and public health education 

CLEAN ENERGY and TRANSPORTATION 
• $6.1 billion for zero-emission vehicles (ZEV) and charging infrastructure  

o $3.9 billion heavy-duty truck conversion 
o $102 billion passenger vehicle 
o 1 billion ZEV infrastructure and charging stations  

• $100 million green hydro-electric 
• $4 million offshore wind projects 
• $210 million industrial decarbonization 
• $85 million for the Food Processor Investment Program (FPIP)  

CLIMATE CHANGE 
• $150 million Funding Agricultural Replacement Measures for Emission Reductions Program (FARMER) 
• $85 million Healthy Soils Program 
• $48 million livestock methane reduction (includes dairy digesters and alternative manure management) 
• $5 million for research into livestock methane reduction strategies and projects  
• $22 million for technical assistance grants for conservation management plans (i.e. conservation plans, 

carbon sequestration plans, and transition to organic plans to focus on carbon and water actions).  
• $15 million Pollinator Habitat Program 
 

  

 

See "REVIEW" on page 5

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FOR-
ESTRY & FIRE PROTECTION (CAL FIRE) 

$170 MILLION AVAILABLE TO PRO-
MOTE THRIVING FOREST ECOSYSTEMS 
The California Department of Forestry and 
Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) is announcing 
the availability of up to $120 million for 
Forest Health and $50 million for Post-Fire 
Reforestation and Regeneration projects. 

CAL FIRE is soliciting applications for 
projects that work to proactively prevent 
catastrophic wildfires and restore forests to 
healthy, functioning ecosystems while also 
sequestering carbon and reducing green-
house gas emissions. Applications will be 
accepted from November 13, 2023, and will 
be due by no later than 3:00 PM on January 
15, 2024. Click here to apply. 

The Forest Health Program funds active 
restoration and reforestation activities 
aimed at providing for more resilient and 
sustained forests. This ensures the future 
existence of forests in California while 
also mitigating climate change, protecting 
communities from fire risk, strengthening 
rural economies, and improving Califor-
nia’s water and air. A virtual pre-recorded 
workshop will be made available to explain 
the grant process and requirements. Please 
check the Forest Health webpage to view 
the workshop. Any questions can be direct-
ed to ForestHealth@fire.ca.gov. 

Projects that receive funding from the For-
est Health grant program are designed to 
complement the California Forest Carbon 
Plan, California’s Natural and Working 
Lands Implementation Plan, California’s 
Wildfire & Forest Resilience Action Plan, 

California’s Strategic Plan for Expand-
ing the Use of Beneficial Fire, and AB 32 
Climate Change Scoping Plan. The Forest 
Health grant program is part of California 
Climate Investments, a statewide program 
that puts billions of cap-and-trade dollars 
to work reducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions, strengthening the economy, and 
improving public health and the environ-
ment– particularly in disadvantaged com-
munities. 

OFFICE OF STATE FIRE MARSHALL 
(OSFM) APSA RULEMAKING 
CAL FIRE-Office of the State Fire Marshall 
is responsible for ensuring the implementa-
tion of the Aboveground Petroleum Storage 
Act (APSA) program element of the Unified 
Program. The APSA provides technical and 
enforcement guidance for aboveground pe-
troleum storage to reduce the risk of leaks 
and spills. The OSFM has announced APSA 
rulemaking to update APSA regulations to 
current building and safety standards. 

Copies of the Notice of Proposed Action, 
Text of Proposed Regulations, Initial State-
ment of Reasons (ISOR), documents Incor-
porated by Reference in the text of pro-
posed regulations, documents relied upon, 
and any other materials concerning this 
rulemaking can be accessed on the Office of 
the State Fire Marshal website at: 

https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/divisions/code-
development-and-analysis/title-19-develop-
ment/ 

Public comments can be made in person at 
a hearing in January 2024: 
The Office of the State Fire Marshal (OSFM) 
January 19, 2024 

9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

CAL FIRE 
710 Riverpoint Court, Suite 150 
Conference Room 101 
West Sacramento, CA 95605 
or on the day of the hearing, join 
virtually: here Meeting ID: 240 
154 319 261 Passcode: y2dfQe                                                                  
Teleconference number- audio only 
+1 650-564-3271 
Phone Conference ID: 712 737 262# 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FOOD 
AND AGRICULTURE (CDFA) 
REGENERATIVE AGRICULTURE 
As interest in “regenerative agriculture” 
continues to grow, we are seeing the intro-
duction and evolution of the term in Cali-
fornia policies and programs. 

The California State Board of Food and 
Agriculture, as advisory body to the Gov-
ernor and CDFA Secretary, is positioned to 
advise on how the State’s farmers, ranch-
ers and consumers may be best served by 
agricultural policies in the state. Incorporat-
ing a definition of regenerative agriculture 
for state policies and programs provides a 
science-based criterion for the designation 
or recognition of the term “regenerative” in 
agriculture-related policies of the state. By 
defining “regenerative agriculture” and its 
associated practices, we are working to for-
malize holistic methods of farming that are 
designed to protect, sustain, and enhance 
natural resources on our farms and farming 
communities throughout California. 

In October 2022, the State Board requested 



Roofing • fencing • Plywood • Siding

HaRdwaRe • inSulation • windowS • o.S.B.

Denair Location: (209) 632-2494
Riverbank Location: (209) 869-4424
www.DenairLumberCo.com
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As another membership service, Farm Bureau members are offered FREE classified advertising in the 
Stanislaus Farm News. Ads must be 18 words or less and only one ad per month per membership (mem-
bership number required.) Ads may be MAILED to the Stanislaus Farm News, or BROUGHT to the SCFB 
office, 1201 L Street, Downtown Modesto. NO PHONE-IN OR FAX free ads will be accepted. Free ads are 
restricted to farm machinery or equipment or unprocessed farm products. Farm jobs wanted or offered will 
also be accepted. No real estate ads and no commercial items or services will be accepted. 209-522-7278

FREE ADS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

Classified Ad's $4.40 per run.
COPY DEADLINE: MONDAY 12 NOON

Sale Alfalfa. Best price, 
great quality. Bigger Bales 
especially suited to horses. 
Cook Valley Angus Ranches 

Modesto 209 996 7365 & 
Available May- Oct

Mobile Home For Sale
Double wide mobile home 

1100 sq ft in senior park. All 
up grades, tile floors, crown 
molding, gas range, Compo-
sition roof, Vaulted ceilings, 
must see, move in ready, 

Terms available or $85,000
Ken (209) 204-6691

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS 
CUT YOUR ENERGY BILLS  
ELIMINATE DUST & NOISE 

Lowest Prices Guaranteed! Largest 

Selection in the Valley! Windows, Doors, 

Skylights, Soundproofing, Licensed, 

Bonded & Insured. 

Visit Our Showroom: 

1050 Kansas Ave., Modesto

 Cal Comfort Insulating Windows, Inc.

Contractors Lic. #51317 Class C17B

209-527-1310 (TFN)

Wilson Portable Welding 
Structural • Fabrication • 

General Repair 
• Dairy Repair • Ag Repair

•Mobile - 765-3596 
• Shop – 524-3016 (TFN)

RATES: Display rates on request. Terms are cash. Ads should be 
paid for at time of first insertion or immediately after receipt of bill 
if order is placed by telephone or mail.
ERRORS: The Stanislaus Farm News will not be liable for more 
than one incorrect insertion. Errors must be called to the attention 
of the Classified Advertising Department not later than 4 p.m. on 
the Tuesday following publication of the ad. Claims for adjustment 
must be made within 15 days. We reserve the right to reject or 
revise any advertisement. 

120 SPECIAL NOTICES

Woodbridge Spraying
Field Spraying

Orchard Spraying
Backhoe

380-0727 (TFN)

1000 SERVICES

800 For Rent

1000 SERVICES

Orchard Brush Pile
Grinding Service

Brush • Stumps • Huller Twigs
Davis Ag & Ranch Clean Up
CA. Contractor Lic#796783

209-670-5278
We haul Rock, Sand, 

Gravel, Demolition Clean 
Up & Removal, Tree Holes, 

Irrigation Lines & More. 
Lic. # 884701

Home-(209) 848-0538
Cell (209) 525-7715 (TFN)

300 Employment

RON MARTELLA
Custom Nut Harvesting
SHAKING, SWEEPING

AND HARVESTING
883-4819 or 883-0690

PROAG Commercial 
Ag. Spraying

Orchard, vineyard $ herbicide 
applications

209-613-6355 Pat, 209-678-
8072 Matt, 209-613-3227 

Justin
Visit proag.webs.com

Service Mechanic, duties 
include greasing, changes air 
filters and oil, etc. Pays $15/
hour with a harvest bonus. 
Must be willing to work 6 
days a week. Opportunity 

for longer employment based 
on job performance and 
experience. Call Jenn for 

more details: 209-648-7947
House for Rent

$1500.00 & Deposit $1700 
2 bedroom, 1 bathroom, 

Large kitchen & livingroom, 
Sinhle car garage, Riverbank

681-9286

Cherry Orchard In the 
Wood Colony

59+/- Acres. Excellent soil 
comprised of 75% Hanford 
sandy loam (HdpA). MID 
irrigation with micro jet 

sprinklers. 2,500 sq. ft. Metal 
Barn included. $2,330,000 
Simvoulakis Real Estate 

209.985.9700
BRE #705092

900 REAL ESTATE

METAL BUILDINGS
  Provided & installed, in-
terior upgrades available, 

fully engineered, refer-
ences available. 

Active Industrial Contracting
Michael Frost - 613-3548. 

Lic. #735904 (TFN)

Electrical and 
Refrigeration Service

No job to small. Troubleshooting, 
upgrades on home, ranch, dairy, 

and commercial buildings.
209-648-7748

1100 MISCELLANEOUS

LOW COST HOUSING Larg-
est Inventory in Valley of 
Preowned Mobile Homes. 
Approx. 100 to choose from. 
Priced to fit your Budget. 
Transportation Available. DLR. 
209-632-0854.

Noeller Farm
farm & ranch management
Almond, Peaches, Walnuts
custom Almond & Walnuts

(209) 883-2417 or 
(209) 606-2084

Kenyon Organic Services
Organic Consulting Services

Crop and Livestock
Carol Kenyon
(209) 484-1097

ck.cattle23@gmail.com

Martin Reyes 
Land leveling

Discing
Chiseling

Lice.#954989
(209) 605-4079

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

For Sale: 
Heavy Duty Ripper - $2500

Contact Arby: 209-505-0555 or 
text: 209-602-1400

510 LIVESTOCK

Great Plains no-till corn 
planter 8-row model 

YP825A-0830
It has a john blue injection 

pump. Great condition. 
#22,000 OBO phone 209-874-

4042 or 209-765-6298

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

For Sale:
John Deere 5100ML low profile 

with Exact cab
Vrisimo flail mower – 12’ & 8’
PBM 500 gallon sprayer with 
electric valves (never used)
Durand Wayland 500 gallon 

sprayer
Domries float leveler – 12’

Call Joe: 209-404-3326

Verisimo Might Max fail mower. 
Model # SC-100 asking $5000

Orchard float roller 9ft wide 
asking $1000

Text or leave a VM 
209-505-1731

Need help with your Farm 
Labor? 

Call Lencioni Farm Services
209-537-2186

Spring tooth with attached following 
harrow. 8 ft wide, 3 point hook-up 

asking $1000
Brush rake. Rear push. 9ft wide 

adjustable spacing for 4 or 5 forks 
asking $1000

Text or leave VM for 
209-505-1731

Dairy for Rent
Permitted for 614 Cows

With Flush and Freestalls 
400 head open heifer facility

Turlock, Ca
Call 209-678-2632

Estate Sale
Farm Equipment

Antique Automobiles
Call: 209-988-1583

Trailer axle with 
springs $50, has two 
new tires 80" tread, 
Call 209-537-9491
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CDFA’s Environmental Farming Act Sci-
ence Advisory Panel (EFA SAP) to assist by 
conducting a review of existing definitions 
and literature to help determine common 
science-based practices related to “re-
generative agriculture.” In May 2023, the 
EFA SAP responded with a recommended 
framework. 

The framework included the following 
characteristics. 1) Being applicable, relevant 
and useful for California agriculture; 2) 
Leading to positive impacts on California’s 
environmental, social, human health and 
economic goals, including climate goals; 
3) Providing measurable and verifiable 
outcomes, keeping in mind variability 
throughout the state, and emphasizing 
outcomes farmers and ranchers can eas-
ily measure and that are not economically 
burdensome to measure; 4) Allowing for 
context specific outcomes; 5) Soil health, 
including elements of physical quality, 
carbon sequestration, soil biodiversity, and 
alleviation of climate change as a founda-
tional element. 
The public listening sessions will help to 
inform the State Board’s process, to help 
provide recommendations on a definition 
of “regenerative agriculture.” Updates on 

From "REVIEW" on page 3 the public listening sessions and the pro-
cess for defining “regenerative agriculture” 
are available at: https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/
RegenerativeAg/ 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF PESTI-
CIDES (DPR) 
RESTRICTED MATERIAL PESTICIDES 
The Department of Pesticide Regulation no-
ticed a proposed regulation for a statewide 
system that will provide the public with in-
formation prior to intended applications of 
restricted material pesticides in California. 

DPR’s proposed regulation builds on the 
process in the state of California to regulate 
restricted material pesticides. Applicators 
must be licensed, obtain a permit, and pro-
vide notice to the county agricultural com-
missioner prior to applications of restricted 
material pesticides. The proposed regu-
lation would require information about 
restricted material applications for the pro-
duction of an agricultural commodity to be 
submitted electronically to DPR for public 
posting through a new statewide informa-
tion system 24 hours prior to intended 
restricted material pesticide applications 
except for soil fumigant restricted materi-
als, which would be posted 48 hours before 
an intended application. 

The proposed regulation complements 
California’s existing regulatory system 
that includes the evaluation and registra-
tion of pesticides before use, restrictions on 
pesticide use to reduce risk to people and 
the environment, and the enforcement of 
pesticide laws and regulations by DPR and 
the state’s 55 county agricultural commis-
sioners. 

DPR is holding three public hearings on 
the regulation: Dec. 13 in Clovis, Dec. 14 in 
Ventura and Dec. 19 in a virtual setting. The 
department is additionally accepting writ-
ten comments on the proposed regulation 
between Nov. 3, 2023, and Jan. 12, 24. 

The proposed regulation follows a two-year 
period of outreach conducted by DPR to 
inform development of the statewide infor-
mation system, including four focus groups 
and eight public meetings held between 
2021-2022 and a series of pilot projects 
hosted by four counties to test elements of 
system design in 2022. The department is 
currently conducting beta testing to inform 
the ongoing development of the technology 
needed to support the statewide system. 
The department began system development 
in 2021 after the state’s 2021-2022 budget 
allocated an initial $10 million over four 
years for that purpose. 

The draft regulation can be viewed on 
DPR’s website. 

Public Comment Period Open Nov. 3, 2023, 
through Jan. 12, 2024 
SUSTAINABLE PEST MANAGEMENT 
The California Farm Bureau’s Chris Rear-
don participated in tour on Thursday, 
November 16th with our partners at the 
Stanislaus County Farm Bureau. The fo-
cus was on the Department of Pesticide 
Regulation’s(DPR) Sustainable Pest Man-
agement Proposal and was appreciative of 
Karen Morrison, DPR’s Chief Deputy Di-
rector and staff for spending an afternoon 
with us discussing our concerns. Especially 
want to thank Daniel Bays, Jake Wenger, 
Anna Genasci and Tom Orvis for providing 
this opportunity to have frank and honest 
conversation on this important issue.



6 — Stanislaus Farm News December 1, 2023

The Largest Selection of Heavy Duty Shop Tools and Machinery In Northern California

Modesto (209) 529-8984          Turlock (209) 632-2315
512 River Road                      712 Lander Avenue

RAYCO INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY
Locally Owned and Operated Since 1969

Air Compressors

Steam and High Pressure Cleaners 
Metal Working Tools and Machinery

Automotive Tools and Equipment, Shop Heaters and Coolers
Hand Tools, Abrasives, Saw Blades and Safety Supplies
Power Tools, Wood Working Tools and Machinery

Used Tool and Machinery Dealer
Sales and Service
California Contractors License 708487

6.5" x 3"

Phil Rumble:  
(209) 996-1517 
Matt Rumble:  
(209) 996-8161

Topping    Hedging 
(Fall 2021: Hedging Down to 2’)

Skirting

Dual Mechanical 
Brush Stacking

Almond/Walnut 
Conditioning

Orchard 
Management

Point Reyes dairy farmers fear for 
livelihoods amid legal battles over elk
In the 1960s, dairy farmers along the Marin 
County coast agreed to sell ranches to the 
federal government to facilitate creation 
of the Point Reyes National Seashore. That 
sales accord created a partnership enabling 
27 working ranches to continue operating—
scattered between public beaches, hiking 
trails, campgrounds and, later, a reserve for 
native tule elk. But now farmers say their 
livelihoods are threatened by lawsuits over 
the U.S. National Park Service’s manage-
ment of ranching, as well by as a recent 
proposal by park officials to remove fencing 
that separates elk from livestock. 

In nation’s artichoke capital, growing 
acreage is shrinking
California produces 97% of the nation’s 
fresh artichokes, and 75% of those are 
grown in Monterey County. The artichoke 

is the county’s official vegetable, and tour-
ists flock to restaurants and farm stands 
along the Artichoke Trail, which opened in 
1957. Yet artichoke production on Califor-
nia’s Central Coast has steadily fallen over 
the past three decades. This is partly due to 
a transition from perennial artichoke plants 
to an annual or seeded variety in the 1990s, 
after a lengthy cold snap killed acres of pe-
rennial artichokes in the county.  

Water year is off to a slow start, but 
high reservoir levels give farmers 
hope.
As California’s weather swings from 
droughts to floods, farmers say they are 
planning for either extreme but remain 
confident knowing the water supply in 
state reservoirs is well above the historical 
average for this time of year. The currently 
abundant surface water stored in reservoirs 
across the state is the result of an El Niño 

weather pattern that brought soaking atmo-
spheric river storms and flooding early this 
year. But since the 2024 water year began on 
Oct. 1, the state has received little precipita-
tion and snow.

Dairy farmer reaches cattle exhibition 
‘hall of fame’
After nearly 60 years of showing cattle, 
Tulare County dairy farmer Joey Airoso 
acknowledged he’s “pretty well known” in 
competition circles. Though he has taken 
home various prizes through the years, 
Airoso said he was “completely surprised” 
when he was named the 81st winner of the 
Klussendorf Award, widely regarded as the 
Hall of Fame for dairy cattle exhibitors. Ai-
roso manages a family dairy in Pixley that 
milks 2,600 cows and grows 1,600 acres of 
alfalfa, corn, wheat and pistachios. His fam-
ily also breeds and sells registered Holsteins 
and Jerseys.
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PACIFIC • 
SOUTHWEST IRRIGATION 

:n/1 
SALES • RENTAL • PUMP SERVICES 

BALLICO
209-634-5072 

STOCKTON
209-460-0450 

DIXON
707-678-4277 

CROWS LANDING 
209-837-4669

pa csouthwestirr.com 

HOLT
209-92I-60II

Hoobler Insurance Services is an equal opportunity provider 

CA License #0L25066

2024
Crop Insurance 

Bill Hoobler 
209-601-0418

Providing over 30 years of crop 
yield and revenue protection to the 
farmers and ranchers of the Central 
Valley.  
Key Sales closing dates: 

Almonds - 12/31/23
Pistachios- 12/31/23 
Cherries - 1/31/24
Stonefruit -  1/31/24
Tomatoes -    1/31/24

Apprenticeship program seeks to 
boost olive farming, olive oil produc-
tion
A $50,000 donation from the Cortopassi 
Family Foundation is supporting an ap-
prenticeship program for students growing 
olives and producing olive oil. The Olea 
Learn program, administered by the Olive 
Center at the University of California, Da-
vis, is also supported by olive farmers and 
producers. The program teaches students 
in field management, irrigation practices 
and pest control, while providing hands-
on experience taking care of the olive trees 
at the Wolfskill Experimental Orchards in 
Winters. 

University of California studies pro-
vide insights for Central Coast apple 
growers
University of California researchers have 
released two new studies to help Central 

Coast growers estimate costs and potential 
returns for both organically and conven-
tionally produced apples. The studies focus 
on processing apples, not fresh market 
apples. Apples grown for processing on the 
Central Coast are mostly pressed for juice 
and sparkling cider. The cost studies model 
a management scenario for a 100-acre farm, 
20 acres of which are planted to a mature 
orchard that produces apples for process-
ing.   

State funding supports crop replace-
ment, groundwater recharge
The California Department of Water Re-
sources has awarded $11.8 million in fund-
ing for two projects that promote agri-
culture and groundwater conservation in 
Southern California. The Rancho California 
Water District in Riverside County received 
funding from DWR’s Urban Community 
Drought Relief Program. Some $5 mil-

lion in funding will support an agriculture 
program, CropSWAP, which is converting 
160 acres from water-intensive plants to 
drought-resilient crops. DWR also awarded 
$6.8 million to build a 40-acre groundwater 
recharge pond.

With farmers getting older, USDA 
seeks to help young agriculturalists 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture is 
spending nearly $28 million to support or-
ganizations that teach and train beginning 
farmers and ranchers, including programs 
for U.S. veterans who are entering into 
agricultural careers and starting new farm-
ing businesses. The funding supports the 
National Institute of Food and Agriculture’s 
Beginning Farmer and Rancher Develop-
ment Program. The effort to support young 
agriculturalists comes as one-third of the 3.4 
million U.S. farmers are over the age of 65.
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>  edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Farmers: Does your investment 
portfolio need a review?
Investing isn't one-size-fits all. We specialize in delivering customized 
financial strategies to fit your unique needs.

Let's plan your future together.

MKT-16929-A  AECSPAD  20435097

Justin Ausher
Financial Advisor
6624 3rd St
Riverbank, CA 95367
209-502-7556

Serving the business law
needs of agricultural

clients since 1992

MS GW ATWOOD DESIRE

https://leemodelaw.com

Opportunity is Knocking

Source: Terri Moore, Vice President, Com-
munications, American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration

Did you hear the news? The Food and Drug 
Administration is on the cusp of approving 
a breakthrough in human health that may 
have profound implications for agriculture.

It’s the first medical therapy that uses gene 
editing to treat a disease. It was success-
fully used to treat sickle cell disease and 
prevent the excruciating pain that sickle cell 
patients experience. It worked in 29 of 30 
patients over 18 months, according to the 
FDA. The results were so convincing that a 
committee of independent FDA advisors – 
trained to be skeptical – reportedly praised 
the treatment, which opens the door for 
FDA approval.

So, what does this have 
to do with agriculture? 
Everything.

Gene editing is a method 
of selective breeding, 
a practice as old as our 
need to grow our own 
food. Farmers have al-
ways bred crops and ani-
mals to draw out traits 
that make them more 
wholesome and sustain-
able. Gene editing allows 
breeders to speed up na-
ture’s process by making 
changes to plants and 
animals more precisely 
than through conven-
tional plant breeding 
methods. It can unlock 
tremendous benefits for 
consumers and the envi-
ronment, helping farm-
ers grow healthier, more 
sustainable food.

How is food made 
healthier by gene ed-
iting? It can remove 
allergens, reduce satu-

rated and trans fats, and enrich nutrients 
in popular crops and commodities, such as 
peanuts, eggs and wheat. For the environ-
ment, scientists use gene editing to breed 
crops resistant to disease, drought and 
insects, allowing farmers to reduce pesti-
cide use and conserve water. On the animal 
health front, gene editing can eliminate the 
threat of diseases like PRRS (a devastating 
illness in pigs), create natural immunity 
to other diseases, and improve the overall 
health of livestock, reducing the need for 
antibiotics.

A great 
example of 
the benefits 
of gene ed-
iting in ag-
riculture is 
the widely 
held be-

lief among scientists that gene editing is 
the solution to save a popular variety of 
bananas. Why? Because a deadly fungus is 
plaguing the crop. As a Nature.com article 
reports, gene editing might be the banana’s 
only hope. Researchers are using the gene 
editing tool to boost the fruit’s defenses and 
prevent its extinction. By the way, if you 
like oranges and orange juice, you might 
want to look into reports that gene editing 
may save the day to stop citrus greening, 
too, when no other solution exists.

Annual Convention 2024
Now you begin to see why scientists, farm-
ers, nutritionists and environmental advo-

See "Opportunity" on page 14
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ALSO HANDLES
AGCO HESSTON HAY EQUIPMENT
COMPACT TRACTOR RENTALS
PEERLESS DRYING EQUIPMENT
DONALDSON FILTER

SCHMEISER TILLAGE/ORCHARD EQUIPMENT
JAYLOR FEEDING EQUIPMENT
PARTS & SERVICES ON MOST BRANDS OF EQUIPMENT

California Awards Nearly $35 Million 
to Address Livestock Emissions

Source: Brian German
Ag News Director / AgNet West

Several projects to address livestock emis-
sions in the state have received funding 
support from the California Department 
of Food and Agriculture (CDFA). A total 
of nearly $35 million has been awarded 
through CDFA’s Office of Environmental 
Farming and Innovation and the California 
Dairy Research Foundation. Grants through 
the Alternative Manure Management Pro-
gram (AMMP) totaling $21.41 million have 
been awarded to 31 projects. Additionally, 
12 projects under the Dairy Plus Program 
are receiving $14.23 million.

“California has set ambitious climate goals, 
and agriculture is an important contributor 
to these achievements,” CDFA Secretary 

Karen Ross said in a press release. “Dairy 
farmers and livestock ranchers are putting 
effective new technologies and best prac-
tices to work in their barns and fields, and 
these projects keep that progress in mo-
tion.”

AMMP and Dairy Plus act as incentives for 
implementing Climate Smart Agriculture 
practices. AMMP projects include practices 
such as solid separation, converting from 
flush to scrape, and establishing compost 
bedded pack barns. In total, the 31 AMMP 
projects will reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions by 207,311 metric tons of carbon diox-
ide equivalents (MTCO2e) over five years. 
Dairy Plus projects include vermifiltration, 
weeping walls, and advanced solid-liquid 
separation assisted by flocculants or bead 
filters. Collectively, the 12 Dairy Plus proj-
ects will reduce emissions by 296,353 MT-
CO2e over five years.

These 
initia-
tives 
aim 
to cut 
down 
green-
house 
gas 
emis-
sions 
from 
manure 
on Cali-
fornia 
dairy 
and 
livestock farms. At the same time, the proj-
ects are meant to enhance water quality and 
nutrient management.  By implementing 
these practices, not only are overall live-
stock emissions reduced, but there are ad-

ditional benefits like 
decreased odor and 
air pollutants.

The most recent 
grants bring the total 
number of AMMP-
supported projects 
to 172. CDFA has 
also selected eight 
Dairy Plus projects 
alongside a new 2023 
AMMP project and 
four Dairy Plus proj-
ects to advance past 
completed AMMP 
projects if they meet 
federal requirements.
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209-238-3000Serving Stanislaus & 
Merced Counties

8016 Winton Way, Winton

Since 1986
•State of the Art Equipment

•80’ Truck Scale
•Maximized Returns

•Owner Operated
•Inshell line complete with 

Satake color sorter
•High Capacity dryer for bin 

or bulk loads

Peter Verdegaal 
209-628-1008

Office 
209-356-0210

Let’s talk about land 
Because the future of your farmland matters most

The following information is provided by Nationwide®, the #1 
farm and ranch insurer in the U.S.*

The farmland market is red-hot. Though such a bullish market-
place is a boon for landowners, it also changes the game for ten-
ants who depend on rented land for a large share of their crop 
revenue. High prices make it even more important to make sure 
everyone involved has the right insurance coverage in place. 

Complicating the equation for lessees is the recent rise in absentee 
farmland ownership. According to a USDA report**, around 40% 
of the land farmed in the U.S. is rented. Of that share, 
around 31% is owned by an absentee or non-operator, a 
number that continues to rise, especially as active farm-
ers retire and sell land. 

The combination of these trends creates year-over-year 
operational and managerial challenges for leasing farm-
ers and their landowners. One of those is ensuring both 
parties are adequately managing the risk of a land lease 
for which the two parties may be thousands of miles 
apart. 

Sharing 
insurance 
responsi-
bilities
In most 
cases when 
a farmer 
rents land 
from an 
absentee 
landowner, 
risk man-
agement 
respon-
sibilities 
are split 
between 
the two 
parties. 
Each lease 
should 
spell out 
who is 
responsible 
for differ-
ent opera-
tional and 

management responsibilities. And what is fair is not always equal. 

For example, if adding improvements like tile drainage can boost 
the long-term productivity of a field, installation costs should be 
shared based on the equity it creates. If a lessee anticipates only 
renting the land for one year, he or she should not bear as much 
cost as the landowner, who will likely see greater value in the form 
of higher rents over time as a result of the improvement. 

But if such improvements are part of a multiyear leasing strategy 
in which the lessee will remain in the picture, he or she will likely 
pay a larger share of the cost. In general, the duration of a lease 
often is a major contributor to how land improvement costs are 
spread between the landowner and renter. 

See "Land" on page 13
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USDA grant to support 
beginning farmer and rancher 
program

Source: California Farm Bureau 

The California Bountiful Foundation, the 
501(c)3 nonprofit science, research and 
educational organization of the California 
Farm Bureau, has received a $574,750 grant 
to support the California Farm Bureau 
Beginning Farmer and Rancher Mentoring 
Program.

The program has been named “Expanding 
our Roots” and is dedicated to supporting 
newly emerging agriculturalists in Cali-
fornia. More information on the program 
may be found here: (https://www.cfbf.com/
california-bountiful-foundation/programs-
and-services/beginning-farmer-and-ranch-
er-mentorship-program)

The grant was awarded by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture National Institute of 
Food and Agriculture. The funds will sup-
port the development and implementation 
of the Beginning Farmer and Rancher Men-
toring program, which will partner with 
the California Farm Bureau Young Farmers 
& Ranchers organization.

“This was a very competitive grant solicita-
tion process that the California Bountiful 
Foundation pursued, and it is one of many 
examples how the foundation is support-

ing farmers and 
ranchers as well as 
helping us build our 
agricultural future,” 

said California Farm Bureau President Ja-
mie Johansson.

The initiative will match 200 beginning 
farmers and ranchers with one to 10 years 
of experience with agricultural mentors 
who have worked in California farming 
and ranching for more than a decade. Men-
toring will focus on topic areas including 
market access, climate challenges, navigat-
ing the regulatory system, pest manage-
ment and the business aspects of farming 
and ranching.

Beginning agriculturalists receiving sup-
port under the program will include mili-
tary veterans and socially disadvantaged 
farmers and ranchers. Partners in the effort 
include the California Farm Bureau YF&R 
program, county Farm Bureaus, the Black 
Agriculture Working Group and the Farm-
er Veteran Coalition’s founder, Michael 
O’Gorman.

“We are excited to implement this program 
and for the opportunity to support begin-

ning farmers and ranch-
ers who are critical to 
California’s agricultural 
future,” said Amrith Gu-
nasekara, Ph.D., science 
and research director of 
the California Bountiful 
Foundation. “This effort 
will provide valuable 
experiences, training 
and opportunities for 
our young agricultural-
ists and mentor the next 
generation of leaders in 
America’s most produc-
tive farming state.”

The California Farm 
Bureau works to protect 
family farms and ranches 
on behalf of nearly 29,000 
members statewide and 
as part of a nationwide 
network of 5.3 million 
Farm Bureau members. 
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VISIT THE INCENTIVE AND GROWER SUPPORT ZONE! 
The Incentive and Grower Support Zone is returning to The Almond Conference! This is THE
 place to learn about government incentives and other forms of support. Many of these incentive  

programs began as research projects with funding from the Almond Board of California with

proven agronomic bene�ts.

 

 

 

The tables with agency

 

staff and program materials

 

are located on Level 2 in 

 

the Ballroom A Foyer, 

 

right off the top 

 

of the escalators.
 

  

 
 

VISIT

ON THE LATEST INFORMATION.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples of available funding include:

 

and nutrient management systems

• Groundwater recharge

• Cleaner on-farm equipment

• Low-dust harvesters

• Habitat projects including pollinator hedges

• Navel orangeworm mating disruption 

 

and integrated pest management

• Planning grants and many other practices 

 

   

Document# 2023IR0082

Modesto JC’s Ag department's A-SERT Ap-
prenticeship held its first-ever Apprentice 
Hiring Expo.  Companies that are affiliate 
members of the A-SERT Apprenticeship 
were invited to participate in this hiring 
expo, giving them a first look at this year's 
crop of Diesel Repair students and potential 
apprentices.  Students from the MJC Heavy 
Equipment Repair program participated 
by having job search items (resume, appli-
cation, etc) and participated in real-world 
interviews.  Many students received offers 
and are expected to announce their accep-
tance soon.

By: Todd Conrado, Professor of Agriculture 
Power Mechanics, MJC
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For more information about our products, please visit 
www.exactcorp.com or call 209.544.8600

Built by farmers for farmers…we understand!

• Standard with air conditioned cab
• Durable powder coat finish
• Reduce sweeping passes with  

optional closing arm

• Overall 
height of  
56 inches

• Reduce dust from 
sweeping operations

The NEW E-1155 Sweeper is designed to minimize  
dust for maximum harvesting efficiency.

Now MORE  
        foot room!

Think about how land is used
There are several factors that influence how 
farmland is insured. First, it’s important to 
consider the basics of the property and its 
intended purpose. Some land is obviously 
for cropping. But grassland or pasture land 
may have multiple uses. All of a piece of 
land’s intended uses should be accounted 
for in both the written lease as well as the 
chosen insurance coverage. 

Coverage options also vary widely based 
on lease land’s use. A basic homeowners 
policy rarely covers all of the operational 

From "Land" on page 10
risk of leased farmland. Sometimes en-
dorsements cover those specific risks, but 
in other cases, altogether different policies 
specifically designed for farmland are the 
best solutions. 

Especially with an absentee leases, it’s 
always a good idea to have regular meet-
ings during which the lessee can update the 
landowner on all activities on the leased 
land and how they impact things like lease 
price and optimal insurance coverage op-
tions. 

Talk with your insurance 
agent
No matter how you’re 
involved with farming – 

whether you’re currently farming or new 
to owning or renting farmland – it’s im-
portant to talk with your local Nationwide 
Farm Certified agent. Nationwide is the 
only farm insurance company that trains 
and certifies its agents. When you see that 
an agent is Nationwide On Your Side Farm 
Certified, you can be confident you've 
found a trusted, knowledgeable advisor. 

Visit aginsightcenter.com/farmlandowner-
ship to download our free Farmland Own-
ership Protection Guide and to learn what 
we know about farmland.   

*A.M. Best Market Share Report 2021. 
** https://www.ers.usda.gov/webdocs/pub-
lications/74672/eib-161.pdf?v=2462.1
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YOUR
FUTURE
GROWS
HERE.

The change in agriculture today is just a 
glimpse of what lies ahead. It’s why, more 
than ever, we are committed to being the 
partner you can trust, who understands 
your needs and delivers value to help you 
achieve your goals.

Wherever agriculture goes, we’ll be there, 
alongside you, as you lead the way.

COMMITTED TO 
SERVING YOUR NEEDS.

Visit agloan.com/growyourfuture

A Part of the Farm Credit System.          Equal Opportunity Lender.

Your future grows here
SCAN ME

From "Opportunity" on page 8
cates have all been eager to welcome the advancements that gene-editing 
can bring.

That said, we’ve learned an important lesson about consumer acceptance. It 
doesn’t matter how beneficial a particular technology might be if consum-
ers don’t trust it. Consumer skepticism is understandable. As a mom, I’m 
skeptical when anyone tells me what is or isn’t good for me or my kids. 
Ready to connect the dots?

That’s the beauty of the FDA research into the benefits of gene editing to 
human health.

Extensive consumer research shows that connecting the technology to hu-
man health benefits eases or eliminates concern about the technology’s use 
in food. You can find a plethora of information on BestFoodFacts.org. It in-
cludes a great 3-part video series about the potential of gene editing. In part 
2, we meet Shakir Cannon, who had battled sickle cell disease his entire life 
and was a passionate advocate for a gene editing tool called CRISPR to save 
lives. Sadly, Shakir passed away before we reached this moment when FDA 
is nearing approval of the technology. We can all honor Shakir’s passion by 
advancing a greater understanding of the potential of gene editing to trans-
form lives…and crops. Let’s seize this moment.
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Boyett Petroleum
209.577.6000 | Boyett.net

601 McHenry Ave, Modesto, 95350

MIKE HEINRICH

209.312.4011 | MHeinrich@boyett.net

Inventory Management Competitive 

Pricing
On Time Delivery

Gas, Diesel, Renewable Diesel, and 

Red Diesel Available

Agricultural Commercial Fuel

Truck & Trailer Delivery

Bobtail Loads Available
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INTEGRITY  VALUE  INNOVATION  SERVICE

*DDIIGGIITTAALL  SSWWEEEEPPSSTTAAKKEESS  
$$55,,000000  IN FREE FERTILIZER  

Enter to win by Downloading the APP
New Member Digital Sign Up Required

Contest Ends: December 31, 2023

Stanislaus Farm Supply
624 E. Service Rd.  
Modesto, CA 95358  
(209) 538  7070

www.FarmSupply.com

*Digital Sweepstakes Eligibility & Rules: New Customers enter to win by downloading the App, 
signing in and complete our online credit application available at www.FarmSupply.com, you are 
entered to win $5,000 in free fertilizer from Stanislaus Farm Supply. Contest ends on 12/31/23. 

SCAN ME


