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TUOLUMNE COUNTY
BUSINESS MEMBERS 

Contact our office to upgrade your membership today!
(209) 522-7278 abid@stanfarmbureau.org

Thank you to our business members!
A L Gilbert Company

Oakdale, (209) 847-1721
Armstrong Logging

Twain Harte, (209) 586-1384
Aspen Meadow Pack Station

Sonora, (209) 965-3402
Benton Roberson CPAs LLP

Sonora, (209) 586-5236
Blue Mountain Minerals 

Columbia, (209) 533-0127
California Reforestation Inc

Sonora, (209) 840-1326
Canepa & Sons Well Drilling 

Sonora, (209) 532-1136
Cedar Ridge Apple Ranch LLC 

Sonora, (209) 533-9463
Conifer Communications Inc

Sonora, (209) 532-5859

Covers Apple Ranch
Tuolumne, (209) 840-2674

Crook Logging Inc
Groveland, (209) 962-7716

Diestel Turkey Ranch 
Sonora, (209) 532-4950

Doherty Tire of Sonora 
Standard, (209) 532-3484

DSRS Inc.
Sonora, (209) 993-8146

Fulton Trucking Inc. 
Groveland, (209) 962-4350

Hurst Ranch 
Jamestown, (209) 984-3016

Joe Cover & Sons Inc
Tuolumne, (209) 840-2674

Lockhart Appraisal 
Soulsbyville

Mountain Oasis Purified Water LLC
Sonora, (209) 533-9000

Left Coast Land Clearing
Sonora, (209) 536-9174

Sierra Resource Management Inc
Sonora, (209) 984-1146

Tuolumne Utilities District 
Sonora, (209) 770-8902

Twain Harte Lumber & Hardware
Twain Harte, (209) 586-3571

Valley Pacific Petroleum 
Stockton, (209) 948-9412

Yosemite Clean Energy
Mariposa, (209) 800-2831

Yosemite Farm Credit 
Turlock, (209) 667‑2366

Roger 
Duncan 
Retiring 

Roger Duncan, Pomology Farm Advi-
sor, UCCE Stanislaus County

When I started as a UC Cooperative 
Extension pomology farm advisor in 
Stanislaus County, I knew I had a lot 
to learn. But there were a few things 
that I was certain of – plant your trees 
far enough apart so the canopies won’t 
touch and shade each other out, prune 
almond trees every year to keep them 
productive, and if you are only going to 
apply one spray each year, it better be a 
dormant spray of copper, oil, and an or-
ganophosphate insecticide. It turns out I 
was wrong about all that. 

Through many years of field research 
with outstanding cooperation from 
Stanislaus County growers, PCAs, and 
other industry members, we have con-
tinued to learn how to make our or-
chards more productive and our inputs 
more efficient. Pest management, irriga-
tion, and fertilization is so much more 
precise and efficient now compared to 
30 years ago. Now we know that un-
pruned almond orchards are as produc-
tive as orchards that are pruned every 
year (maybe more), even after 20+ years. 
We have seen that trees planted more 
closely down the row don’t decline 
faster than widely spaced trees – and 
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Serving Stanislaus & 
Merced Counties

8016 Winton Way, Winton

Since 1986
•State of the Art Equipment

•80’ Truck Scale
•Maximized Returns

•Owner Operated
•Inshell line complete with 

Satake color sorter
•High Capacity dryer for bin 

or bulk loads

Peter Verdegaal 
209-628-1008

Office 
209-356-0210

they stay smaller, require less training, 
are easier to shake, have fewer mum-
mies, and may lead to longer lived, 
more productive orchards. And even 
though most almond orchards don’t get 
dormant sprayed anymore, it seems San 
Jose scale and peach twig borer are rare-
ly the significant problems we feared. 

Through my time as the UC Coop-
erative Extension farm advisor for 
almonds, peaches, and grapes in 
Stanislaus County, I have had on-

farm research projects with over 100 
Stanislaus County growers. I have listed 
them, to the best of my recollection, 
below. Some projects were small and 
lasted one season. Other projects were 
very involved and lasted for over 20 
years. I want to thank these growers, 
and all the PCAs, consultants, nursery 
professionals, and allied industry peo-
ple who participated in these projects 
and helped strengthen our industries in 
Stanislaus County. I also want to thank 
the Almond Board of California and 

the Cling Peach Board for 
providing much of the 
funding for so many tri-
als. I hope you will look 
through the list of growers 
and thank someone you 
know for their contribu-
tion in helping keep Cali-
fornia agriculture the envy 
of the world. 

I want to thank former UC 
Farm Advisors Wes Asai 
and Kathy Kelley Ander-
son for hiring me as their 

summer intern in 1988 on a grant from 
the Norman Ross Horticultural Foun-
dation and later by Jim Stapleton. They 
helped light the spark that I still have 
today. I admired their commitment to 
helping the growers of Stanislaus Coun-
ty, and I was convinced that is what I 
wanted to do. After returning to school 
to earn my Master’s degree and working 
at the UC Kearney Agricultural Center 
with great scientists like Themis Michai-
lides, Ted DeJong, and Mike McKenry, I 
started as a farm advisor in Sacramento 
County. I came back to Stanislaus Coun-
ty as a farm advisor in 1995 and was 
grateful to have the opportunity to serve 
in the community where I grew up. 
Although I will be officially retired 
on July 1, I have asked to serve as an 
emeritus advisor, which means I will 
be allowed to keep my UC email ac-
count active and participate in research 
trials, among other things. I can still 
be reached at raduncan@ucanr.edu, 
although I may take a little longer to 
reply... I am happy to say that this posi-
tion has been approved to be refilled, 
which means you will have a new po-

mology advisor 
to help you. I 
hope you all 
welcome the 
new person as 
openly as you 
did me. 

Thank you all, 
and I wish you 
success and 
bountiful har-
vests in the sea-
sons to come.
Roger Duncan

Source: 
The Scoop, 
Stanislaus Coun-
ty Cooperative 
Extension 
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Roofing • fencing • Plywood • Siding

HaRdwaRe • inSulation • windowS • o.S.B.

Denair Location: (209) 632-2494
Riverbank Location: (209) 869-4424
www.DenairLumberCo.com

As another membership service, Farm Bureau members are of﻿fered FREE classified advertising in the Stanislaus 
Farm News. Ads must be 18 words or less and only one ad per month per membership (membership number 
required.) Ads may be MAILED to the Stanislaus Farm News, or BROUGHT to the SCFB of﻿fice, 1201 L Street, 
Downtown Modesto. NO PHONE-IN OR FAX free ads will be accepted. Free ads are restricted to farm machinery 
or equipment or unprocessed farm products. Farm jobs wanted or of﻿fered will also be accepted. No real estate 
ads and no commercial items or services will be accepted. 209-522-7278

FREE ADS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

Classified Ad's $4.40 per run.
COPY DEADLINE: MONDAY 12 NOON

Sale Alfalfa. Best price, great 
quality. Bigger Bales especially 
suited to horses. Cook Valley 

Angus Ranches Modesto 209 996 
7365 & Available May- Oct

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS CUT 
YOUR ENERGY BILLS  ELIMINATE 

DUST & NOISE 
Lowest Prices Guaranteed! Largest Selection in the 

Valley! Windows, Doors, Skylights, Soundproofing, 

Licensed, Bonded & Insured. 

Visit Our Showroom: 

1050 Kansas Ave., Modesto

 Cal Comfort Insulating Windows, Inc.

Contractors Lic. #51317 Class C17B

209-527-1310 (TFN)

Wilson Portable Welding 
Structural • Fabrication • General 

Repair 
• Dairy Repair • Ag Repair

•Mobile - 765-3596 
• Shop – 524-3016 (TFN)

RATES: Display rates on request. Terms are cash. Ads should be paid for at time 
of first insertion or immediately after receipt of bill if order is placed by telephone 
or mail.
ERRORS: The Stanislaus Farm News will not be liable for more than one incor-
rect insertion. Errors must be called to the attention of the Classified Advertising 
Department not later than 4 p.m. on the Tuesday following publication of the ad. 
Claims for adjustment must be made within 15 days. We reserve the right to reject 
or revise any advertisement. 

120 SPECIAL NOTICES

Woodbridge Spraying
Field Spraying

Orchard Spraying
Backhoe

380-0727 (TFN)

1000 SERVICES

800 For Rent

1000 SERVICES

Brush Piles & Stumps
Hauled Away
Davis Agriculture 

209-670-5278

We haul Rock, Sand, Gravel, 
Demolition Clean Up & Removal, 

Tree Holes, Irrigation Lines & More. 
Lic. # 884701

Home-(209) 848-0538
Cell (209) 525-7715 (TFN)

300 Employment

RON MARTELLA
Custom Nut Harvesting
SHAKING, SWEEPING

AND HARVESTING
883-4819 or 883-0690

PROAG Commercial 
Ag. Spraying

Orchard, vineyard $ herbicide applica-
tions

209-613-6355 Pat, 209-678-8072 
Matt, 209-613-3227 Justin

Visit proag.webs.com

Service Mechanic, duties include 
greasing, changes air filters and oil, 
etc. Pays $15/hour with a harvest 
bonus. Must be willing to work 
6 days a week. Opportunity for 

longer employment based on job 
performance and experience. Call 

Jenn for more details: 209-648-7947

House for Rent
$1500.00 & Deposit $1700 

2 bedroom, 1 bathroom, Large 
kitchen & livingroom, Sinhle car 

garage, Riverbank
681-9286

METAL BUILDINGS
  Provided & installed, interior upgrades 
available, fully engineered, references 

available. 
Active Industrial Contracting
Michael Frost - 613-3548. 

Lic. #735904 (TFN)

Electrical and 
Refrigeration Service

No job to small. Troubleshooting, 
upgrades on home, ranch, dairy, and 

commercial buildings.
209-648-7748

1100 MISCELLANEOUS

LOW COST HOUSING Largest Inventory 
in Valley of Preowned Mobile Homes. Ap-
prox. 100 to choose from. Priced to fit your 
Budget. Transportation Available. DLR. 
209-632-0854.

Noeller Farm
farm & ranch management
Almond, Peaches, Walnuts
custom Almond & Walnuts

(209) 883-2417 or 
(209) 606-2084

Kenyon Organic Services
Organic Consulting Services

Crop and Livestock
Carol Kenyon
(209) 484-1097

ck.cattle23@gmail.com

Martin Reyes 
Land leveling, Discing Chiseling

Lice.#954989
(209) 605-4079

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

For Sale: 
Heavy Duty Ripper - $2500

Contact Arby: 209-505-0555 or text: 209-
602-1400

510 LIVESTOCK

Great Plains no-till corn planter 8-row 
model YP825A-0830

It has a john blue injection pump. 
Great condition. #22,000 OBO phone 

209-874-4042 or 209-765-6298

For Sale:
John Deere 5100ML low profile with Exact 

cab
Vrisimo flail mower – 12’ & 8’

PBM 500 gallon sprayer with electric valves 
(never used)

Durand Wayland 500 gallon sprayer
Domries float leveler – 12’

Call Joe: 209-404-3326

Verisimo Might Max fail mower. Model # 
SC-100 asking $5000

Orchard float roller 9ft wide asking $1000
Text or leave a VM 

209-505-1731

Need help with your Farm 
Labor? 

Call Lencioni Farm Services
209-537-2186

Spring tooth with attached following harrow. 8 
ft wide, 3 point hook-up asking $1000

Brush rake. Rear push. 9ft wide adjustable 
spacing for 4 or 5 forks asking $1000

Text or leave VM for 
209-505-1731

Dairy for Rent
Permitted for 614 Cows

With Flush and Freestalls 
400 head open heifer facility

Turlock, Ca
Call 209-678-2632

Estate Sale
Farm Equipment

Antique Automobiles
Call: 209-988-1583

Trailer axle with 
springs $50, has two 
new tires 80" tread, 
Call 209-537-9491

Wanted:
Cash paid for OLD Barn and 

Shop items; vintage tools, 
unwanted junk, old bottles & 

oil cans
209-774-6582

Premier California Properties
Ag/Investment Properties

Marcus Haney
Realtor #01917446

Contact me at 209/605-6727
www.premiercaproperties.com

Orchard & wild land tree 
piles. Smokeless 

conversion to biochar on 
site. Davis Agriculture 

(209) 670-5278

Hampton Ranch, CA
Almond, walnut, kiwi grower

Almond Firewood
150-20 lb. trays of kiwi fruit

$25/tray = $1.20/pound
No minimum required, 

Delivery available
(209) 648-3249 or (209) 874-4894

3/4 inch METAL PIPE, 10 FOOT 
SECTIONS, 700 PCS.
Tom (209) 402-9870 or 

Bob (209) 402-9873

Selling
Wheat hay, $8/bale

Discount for large quantities
In the Modesto & Denair area

Call Sheldon if interested,
209-669-6104,
Leave Message



STANISLAUS COUNTY 
FARM BUREAU 
President’s Club 

What is President’s Club? 

This is our premier level 
of membership that is 
ideal for companies or 
family businesses. It 

allows individual Farm 
Bureau memberships to 

be grouped 
together with additional 

benefits!  

What are the Benefits? 

Assignable Agriculture 
Memberships, Advertis-

ing and promotional 
benefits Booths at events 
to engage with members! 

Free tickets to events. 

So much more! 

How to Join 
Get in touch with us to 

learn more! 

(209) 522-7278 
abid@stanfarmbureau.org
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www.mid.org

MID keeps water working for you

The Power to Grow

SERVING OUR
AG COMMUNITY

• Dependable water supply

• Irrigation system improvements

• Promoting efficient water usage

• Sustainable use of the
   Tuolumne River 

YOUR 
LEGACY 
IS OUR 
LEGACY
inquire now! 
№ 1-844-DWN-TREE
DWNTREES.COM 
l f  @davewilson 

Study: Farmers’ use of higher-risk pesti-
cides declining in California
California farmers’ use of higher-risk pesti-
cides is on the decline, a new study shows. 
The state’s agricultural pesticide use 
dropped in both pounds applied and acres 
treated between 2021 and 2022, with the 
5% overall decline reflecting a decade-long 
trend, according to the California Depart-
ment of Pesticide Regulation’s annual pes-
ticide use report this month. As pesticide 
use has dropped over a decade, the report 
noted, California has seen a 77% decrease 
in groundwater contaminants and a 21% 
drop in toxic air contaminants.

Judge temporarily halts state groundwater 
enforcement in Kings County
A judge has temporarily blocked state 
enforcement actions affecting Kings 
County growers who faced potential state 
groundwater extraction fees and an order 
to install water meters to report annual 
pumping. The California State Water Re-
sources Control Board on April 16 placed 
the Tulare Lake Subbasin on probation for 
failing to correct deficiencies in a regional 
plan to protect groundwater supplies. 
Kings County Superior Court Judge Kathy 
Ciuffini issued a temporary restraining 
order halting state water board orders. A 
hearing is set for Aug. 20.

Farmers turn to soil sensors to guide ir-
rigation decisions
Water conservation agencies and Univer-
sity of California Cooperative Extension 
farm advisors are advocating adding 
soil-moisture sensors to create precision 
irrigation management in drought-prone 
California agricultural areas. They say the 
technology has come a long way in the 
past 50 years and continues to evolve with 
Wi-Fi connectivity and digital readings. 
Currently, the Ventura County Resource 
Conservation District is making the tech-
nology available for regional avocado, 
strawberry and vegetable growers under a 
state grant program. 

California growers applaud decision to 
continue tariffs on Spanish olives
U.S. antidumping and countervailing du-

ties on Spanish ripe olives will remain in 
place, the U.S. International Trade Com-
mission has determined. In a five-year re-
view, the commission voted unanimously 
last week to keep the tariffs, first imposed 
in 2018. It said revoking them would likely 
lead to continuation or recurrence of ma-
terial injury. California table olive grow-
ers praised the vote. For years, they have 
argued that Spain’s highly subsidized 
olives are sold into the U.S. at artificially 
low prices, flooding the U.S. market and 
undercutting domestic producers

Dairy pricing proposals seen as both win 
and loss for state producers
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
proposed changes to how milk should be 
priced may be a mixed bag for dairy farm-
ers, with some reforms impacting Califor-
nia producers more negatively than those 
in other states. Restoration of a so-called 
“higher-of” formula should raise pro-
ducer prices on fluid milk, analysts say. 
Those gains are offset by USDA’s proposal 
to raise make allowances, or what dairy 
farmers pay manufacturers to process 

their milk into the various dairy products. 
Nearly 74% of California milk is used to 
make cheese, butter and powder.

Report: Cover crops offer water-retention 
benefits to protect groundwater supplies
As farmers statewide work to prepare 
for anticipated groundwater cutbacks 
with implementation of the Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Act, or SGMA, 
they are trying to stretch every drop of 
water to stay in business. Employing cover 
crops—any non-income generating crop 
planted to cover the soil and enrich soil 
diversity—holds great potential for water 
conservation such as improved water-
holding capacity and infiltration, accord-
ing to a report analyzing cover cropping 
as a potential tool for helping safeguard 
California’s depleted aquifers. 

Latest survey says California almond crop 
could grow by 13%
California growers are expected to harvest 
2.8 billion meat pounds of almonds this 
year, according to a new report from the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture National 
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The Largest Selection of Heavy Duty Shop Tools and Machinery In Northern California

Modesto (209) 529-8984          Turlock (209) 632-2315
512 River Road                      712 Lander Avenue

RAYCO INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY
Locally Owned and Operated Since 1969

Air Compressors

Steam and High Pressure Cleaners 
Metal Working Tools and Machinery

Automotive Tools and Equipment, Shop Heaters and Coolers
Hand Tools, Abrasives, Saw Blades and Safety Supplies
Power Tools, Wood Working Tools and Machinery

Used Tool and Machinery Dealer
Sales and Service
California Contractors License 708487

6.5" x 3"

Phil Rumble:  
(209) 996-1517 
Matt Rumble:  
(209) 996-8161

Topping    Hedging 
(Fall 2021: Hedging Down to 2’)

Skirting

Dual Mechanical 
Brush Stacking

Almond/Walnut 
Conditioning

Orchard 
Management

Agricultural Statistics Service. The 2024 
California Almond Objective Measurement 
report said the crop estimate is 13% higher 
than last year’s crop of 2.47 meat pounds 
and down 7% from the agency’s subjec-
tive forecast in May. Clarice Turner, CEO 
of the Almond Board of California, said 
the report “reflects both a good bloom and 
hard work by California almond growers 
during trying times.”

New California Farm Bureau Podcast airs 
‘Voice of Agriculture’
A new podcast produced by the Califor-
nia Farm Bureau is giving a voice to the 
state’s farmers and ranchers. The “Voice of 
California Agriculture,” hosted by long-
time Farm Bureau field representative 
Gary Sack, was launched in March to keep 
listeners informed about the latest news 
affecting Golden State agriculture. Sack, 

who works with farmers and ranchers in 
15 counties on a daily basis, brings to the 
news program more than a decade of radio 
experience, reclaiming a role he took on 
when he first joined the Farm Bureau 45 
years ago. 

As heat surges, farmers work to protect 
crops, livestock 
California farmers are working to reduce 
impacts of a lingering heat wave that has 
increased their costs and jeopardized 
production. With prolonged triple-digit 
temperatures pummeling the state’s key 
agricultural regions—topping 110 degrees 
in some areas in recent days—farmers are 
irrigating fields more frequently. They are 
deploying misters and fans to cool live-
stock and shortening daytime work for 
agricultural employees or working after 
sundown. Some dairy farmers say milk 

production can drop 15% to 20% during 
peak heat days.

Burning phaseout to change ways of dis-
posing agricultural waste
On Jan. 1, farmers in the eight counties in 
the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Con-
trol District will be prohibited from nearly 
all open burning under a state law adopted 
in 2003. The law aimed to address health 
impacts of poor air quality on largely La-
tino farm towns in the San Joaquin Valley, 
where the air quality is among the worst 
in the nation. Agricultural burning, which 
accounts for about 4% of the region’s fine 
particulate pollution, has long been the 
cheapest and easiest way to dispose of or-
chard and vineyard removals. Farmers are 
adapting to new options.
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OAKDALE CHEESE & SPECIALTIES 
NNaattiioonnaall  AAwwaarrdd    

WWiinnnniinngg  CChheeeesseess  

Free Samples & Tours 

Local Food, Beer & Wine 

Grilled Cheese Sandwiches 

Animals to Feed 

10040 State Hwy 120, 

OAKDALE  (209) 848-3139 

 

OOppeenn  DDaaiillyy  
99aamm--66ppmm  

We Ship 
Anywhere 
in the US!! 

Custom Gifts! 

Making the Most of 
Congressional Recess

By: Zippy Duvall, AFBF President

In just a few weeks members of Congress 
will return home to their states and dis-
tricts for the traditional August recess. 
Then after a brief time back in Washing-
ton, they will once again be back home to 
campaign in October. This means Con-
gress has a narrow window left to get 
business done this year, but it also means 
farmers and ranchers will have extra op-
portunities to engage with lawmakers in 
their own backyards—or even barnyards. 
Congressional recess is prime time for 
grassroots advocacy, and I would like to 
encourage everyone to step up and help 
drive agriculture forward in this season.

Every year, the American Farm Bureau 
encourages grassroots members to engage 
with lawmakers when they’re back home. 
Congressional recess gives you the oppor-
tunity not only to share your story with 
your representatives, senators, and their 
staff, but also to show them how policies 
are affecting you and your farm. This can 
be your chance to invite your members of 
Congress out to your farm, to help them 
better understand the challenges you’re 
facing and the critical role that agriculture 
plays in your community and across the 
nation.

Visiting 
even one 
farm or 
ranch can 
make all the 
difference 
because it 
puts a real 
face, a real 
family with 
each issue. 
It’s one 
thing to tell 
a member 
of Congress 
that farmers 

rely on the farm bill, it’s another for you to 
show them the fields you would have lost 
without risk management tools, or the soil 
you’ve restored through voluntary conser-
vation programs. And talking about taxes 
might sound dry in a Congressional office, 
but that issue gets heartfelt and personal 
when you sit across the table from a fam-
ily who fears losing the farm because of 
estate taxes. Help your members of Con-
gress see that when it comes to issues that 
matter to agriculture, a soundbite and 
a handshake won’t save your farm, but 
sound policy can.

I urge you to make the most of every 
opportunity to engage off the farm too—
whether that be inviting members of 
Congress and their staff to your county 
Farm Bureau meetings or showing up to 
a townhall that they are hosting in your 
area. With August also being peak county 
fair season, that’s another great 
opportunity for our lawmakers 
to engage with agriculture, meet 
farmers, and learn about how we 
care for our land and animals.

Finally, one of the most funda-
mental ways we as Americans can 
make our voices heard is through 
the ballot box. As we near election 
season, our team at the Ameri-
can Farm Bureau is committed to 
helping you connect with the re-
sources and information you need 

to ensure your voice is heard. Our iFarmi-
Vote page is a great one-stop shop for the 
latest updates and information on voting 
in your area. Our newest tool makes it 
easier than ever to understand the vot-
ing rules and timelines for your state and 
district. Several state Farm Bureaus also 
have great voter resources, and we also 
connect members to state-level iFarmiVote 
programs through our website.

You might think one voice can’t be heard 
when it comes to government. But, as the 
leading Voice of Agriculture, we have seen 
time and again that our strength as an or-
ganization comes from farmers and ranch-
ers showing up to tell their stories. When 
your voice is joined by countless others 
across the Farm Bureau family, lawmakers 
will hear—all the way from your home to 
the halls of Congress.
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Sonoma Family Dairy Farmers Unite 
Against Outside Threat To 
Their Community

Preserving what makes our county special ben-
efits the economy, environment and our future

SONOMA COUNTY, CA, July, 2024 — The 
family dairy farms who have called So-
noma County home for generations have 
joined together to launch the Sonoma Unit-
ed campaign opposing Measure J. Along 
with agriculture, labor and local residents, 
Sonoma United will protect the cul-
tural, economic and environmental 
interests of the county from outside 
groups seeking to destroy our way of 
life.

Resoundingly defeating this measure 
will reinforce what makes Sonoma 
County special and the place resi-
dents choose to call home. This cam-
paign is about protecting Sonoma’s 
rural county feel with a rich agricul-
tural history and vast open spaces that is 
also full of specialty grocery stores, world 
class farm to table restaurants and a flour-
ishing farmer’s market scene stocked with 
fresh, organic milk, cheese and other dairy 
products produced in Sonoma County. 
Measure J jeopardizes the future existence 
of these locally produced dairy products 
and brands that have become synonymous 
with this community.

“When Measure J qualified for the ballot, 
dairy farmers knew we had to take action 
to protect dairy farming and production in 
Sonoma County,” said Anja Raudabaugh, 
CEO of Western United Dairies who rep-
resents the family-owned dairy farms in 

Sonoma County that would be forced to 
shut down if Measure J passes. “We will 
fight to protect our local family-owned 
farms and win, sending a clear message to 
these outside organizations across the state 
and beyond.”

Eliminating dairy production in Sonoma 
County would drive up the cost of food 
and devastate the local economy, resulting 
in the loss of $259 million in agricultural 
production and reduce spending in the 
region by $38 million*. These local revenues 

are used by police, fire and other vital so-
cial services.

Measure J could also effectively kill 7,200 
good paying farm jobs overnight in addi-
tion to the ripple effect it would have on the 
80 related businesses in the county includ-
ing veterinarians, mechanics and farm and 
feed suppliers*. “Measure J threatens to 
put thousands of our members out of work 
from jobs in the dairy industry that offer a 
living wage, good benefits and help build 
and maintain the middle class across So-
noma County,” said Michael Yates, Repre-
sentative of the Teamsters 665/Treasurer of 
the North Bay Labor Council.

For the dairy farmers across the county 

who have raised their families here for gen-
erations, the passage of Measure J would 
mean the loss of their homes, livelihoods 
and a legacy of producing sustainable, 
organic and locally grown dairy products 
for their friends and neighbors. “For gen-
erations our family has taken great pride in 
serving our community by providing fresh, 
local products while using sustainable en-
vironmental practices to do so,” said Jolynn 
McClelland, local dairy woman.

Measure J is a threat that must be taken 
seriously as the implications would 
be devastating across the county and 
beyond. This campaign will ensure 
every voter understands what’s at 
stake and how as a united force we 
can protect our community.

About Sonoma United – No on J

Sonoma United – No on J brings 
together the multigenerational fam-
ily dairy farms in Sonoma County 

to oppose this harmful ballot measure that 
will destroy the industry and this commu-
nity if passed. In collaboration with other 
agricultural interests, related industries 
and labor, Sonoma United is a community-
based coalition standing together against 
this outside attack on what makes our com-
munity a special place to live and work. For 
more information, visit sonomaunitedvote.
org or follow us on social media: Facebook, 
X and Instagram.

###

Paid for by Sonoma United – No on J, Spon-
sored by Western United Dairies.
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Grow Your Agricultural Business Online with
Sisbro Innovation!

Unlock Digital Success for Your Farm Exclusive Offer for 
Farm Bureau Members

Mention this ad for a complimentary website
evaluation and consultation. Let us help you sow

the seeds of your online success!

Visit
www.SisbroInnovation.com or

call  (800) 291-9102 to
schedule a consultation 

Nurturing Digital Growth for the Agricultural Industry!

Elevate your farm's online presence with Sisbro Innovation's expert website and marketing solutions.
Our Pay As You Go Website Program offers an affordable and flexible solution, allowing you to maintain a
strong online presence without a hefty upfront investment.
From website development to online marketing strategies, we specialize in helping agricultural businesses
thrive in the digital landscape.
Our team understands the unique needs of the agricultural industry, delivering tailored solutions that drive
growth and visibility.
With Sisbro Innovation by your side, your farm can reach new markets, attract customers, and increase
revenue.
Based in Modesto, CA, we're locally owned and operated, offering personalized service and support to our
fellow farmers.

YF&R
SWEEPSTAKES

Enter to win your choice of 5 awesome prizes!

$100 tickets - All packages valued at $1,000

American AgCredit Backyard Package
Blackstone Griddle, Ooni Pizza Oven and Solo Stove Fire Pit 

insureCal Create Your Own Yeti Package 
$1,000 Yeti Gift Card

Nationwide Hand Engraved Western Cuff
Karon Cuff from renowned silversmith Nevada Watt  

Yosemite Farm Credit Outdoorsman’s Choice 
$1,000 gift card to winner’s choice Kuiu, Sitka or Bass Pro 

Farm Supply Farm & Ranch Package
$1,000 Farm Supply Gift Card 

Drawing August 1, 2024 | Purchase on our website, events page!
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Everything for
Agriculture

Everything for
Agriculture
Green Rubber - Kennedy Ag has the products, parts, accessories, 
and customer service you need to maximize your productivity.

∙  CUSTOM CONVEYOR BELTS 
∙  URETHANE PARTS 
∙  RENEWED BOGIE WHEELS
∙  PUMPS, HOSES, FITTINGS
∙  SPRAY NOZZLES & VALVES
∙  WATER TANKS & TANK TRAILERS 
∙  SAFETY PRODUCTS & EQUIPMENT
∙  PRESSURE WASHERS & ACCESSORIES
∙  AND MUCH MORE!

WWW.GREENRUBBER.COM

SALINAS (831)753-6100 ∙ MODESTO (209)538-6227 ∙ GREENFIELD (831)674-0999 
WATSONVILLE (831)761-9395 ∙ SANTA MARIA (805)878-8877 ∙ YUMA (928)726-6560

Six locations to serve you.  Call today!
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YOUR
FUTURE
GROWS
HERE.

The change in agriculture today is just a 
glimpse of what lies ahead. It’s why, more 
than ever, we are committed to being the 
partner you can trust, who understands 
your needs and delivers value to help you 
achieve your goals.

Wherever agriculture goes, we’ll be there, 
alongside you, as you lead the way.

COMMITTED TO 
SERVING YOUR NEEDS.

Visit agloan.com/growyourfuture

A Part of the Farm Credit System.          Equal Opportunity Lender.

Your future grows here
SCAN ME



18 — Stanislaus Farm News July 26, 2024

 Lic 0499798

  "Proudly celebrating over 50 years of excellence in our industry" 

        Bobby Rosa 
     (209) 856-8820  

      brosa@rppins.com

Leroy Rocha 
(209) 856-8839 

lrocha@rppins.com

Lucia Farao 
(209) 856-8846    

  lfarao@rppins.com

  Jeff Wolf 
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  Leslie Machado 
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Tammy Gray
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Rosie DeLaCruz 
(209) 856-8840  

rdelacruz@rppins.com

Call us today for a personalized Insurance Consultation! 

(800) 399-7473 • (209) 854-2000 • www.rppins.com

Dispelling the myth: The hidden 
dangers of rural roads

The following information is provided by 
Nationwide®, the #1 farm and ranch in-
surer in the U.S.1

What’s more dangerous: driving on a rural 
road or a congested city street? If you 
picked the latter, you’re not alone. Accord-
ing to Nationwide’s 2024 Driving Behaviors 
Survey, less than 5% of survey respondents 
believe rural areas are more dangerous. 
However, the reality might surprise you.  
2021 traffic safety facts:

• 42,939 motor vehicle traffic fatalities: 
17,103 (40%) in rural areas, 25,598 (60%) in 
urban areas and 238 (1%) in unspecified 
areas
• 20% of U.S. population lived in rural 
areas but accounted for 32% of total vehicle 

miles traveled (VMT) and 40% of traffic 
fatalities
• Fatality rate per 100 million VMT was 1.5 
times higher in rural areas than in urban 
areas 

For Nationwide, the number one farm 
insurer in the U.S.2, rural road safety is a 
particular concern. That’s why we surveyed 
1,800 consumer and commercial drivers 
on what they observe and the hazards the 
landscape and driver behavior pose when 
traveling on rural roads. 

“We conducted the survey to better under-
stand the challenges impacting our custom-
ers and agents, and learn how we can better 
support them,” said Nationwide Senior 
Associate Vice President for Agribusiness 
Risk Management Laramie Sandquist.
The survey revealed, in fact, that rural 
roads pose unique 

and often underestimated dangers for 
drivers, and in many respects, they can be 
more hazardous than urban roads. Whether 
you're a co-op driver delivering grain, a 
farmer transporting livestock, or a rural 
resident commuting to town, it’s crucial to 
know and respect the risks associated with 
rural driving. 

Why are rural roads more dangerous? 

The Federal Highway Administration attri-
butes the higher fatality rate on rural roads 
to various factors, including:

• Physical characteristics of rural road-
ways. Rural roads often have tighter curves, 
limited visibility, less lighting and lack 
shoulders and clear zones, which are cru-
cial for vehicle recovery when they veer off. 
• Behavioral issues. Drivers on rural roads 
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bankofstockton.com

When you’re ready for a business loan, let’s talk shop.

Dedicated to you, 
not just your account. 
Since 1867.
We’ve built trust and loyalty with generations of businesses 
because we actually listen. At Bank of Stockton, you work directly 
with the decision-makers— whatever your unique business needs 
are, our custom-tailored solutions can help solve any problem with 
speed and flexibility. 

W I T H STA N D I N G  T H E  T E ST  O F  T I M E ®

BANK OF STOCKTON

tend to exceed the speed limit, fail to use 
their seat belts and drive impaired.
• Longer emergency response times. Crash-
es on rural roads carry a high risk of severe 
injury and fatalities due to longer travel 
distances for emergency responders and 
greater distances to trauma centers.

"While there are many causes of rural road 
accidents, staying distraction-free is key," 
Sandquist said. "Our survey finds one-third 
of commercial drivers admit they some-
times or often feel distracted behind the 
wheel. That’s why we created the Drive the 
5 safety program to help transform driving 
behavior."

Plan ahead and minimize distractions on 
rural roads

If you’re new to a rural area, plan your 
route ahead of time. That way, you can 
know what to expect on the road. Even if 
you do plan ahead, staying alert is the best 
way to prevent accidents on the road. The 
use of cell phones and other electronic dis-
tractions such as GPS navigation systems, 
work-related texts and social media activ-
ity are major causes of driver distraction. 
They’re big reasons why Nationwide advo-
cates for hands-free legislation and distract-
ed driving laws around the country. 

”Driver error, distracted driving and fa-
tigue are among the leading causes for 
accidents on rural roads. That’s why know-
ing the hazards of the environment around 
you, causes of distracted driving, and how 
to avoid them is so important to us at Na-
tionwide,” Sandquist said. 

Get resources to stay safe on the road
Geared for drivers in the agriculture, food 
and fuel sectors, Nationwide's Drive the 5 
program guides drivers through five key 
principles of road safety and offers essen-
tial safety training to help improve driver 
behavior.

Visit AgInsightCenter.com for more resources and 
expert tips to help you run a successful business and 
maintain the safety of your operation. 
1. Source: A.M Best Market Share Report 2023
2. https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/View-
Publication/813488.pdf

Nationwide, the Nationwide N and Eagle, 
and Nationwide is on your side are service 
marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance 
Company. © 2024 Nationwide
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From Past to Present the 
Evolution of the Stanislaus 
County Fair

Written by Kathryn Kim Ramos, Sisbro 
Innovation Website and Digital Marketing 
Consultant

The Stanislaus County Fair, an eagerly 
awaited event in California’s Central Val-
ley, offers an enchanting experience for 
both kids and adults. This local celebration 
has evolved remarkably from its humble 
beginnings in the early 1900s to become a 
vibrant spectacle in 2024, combining tradi-
tion with modern innovations, including 
digital marketing strategies.

Initially, the fair served as a simple gather-

ing for local farmers to showcase their live-
stock and crop harvests, fostering commu-
nity spirit and agricultural pride. Through 
the decades, it has transformed into a 
much-anticipated event, encompassing not 
just agricultural exhibitions but also thrill-
ing rides, diverse food stalls, live music, 
and arts and crafts, making it a comprehen-
sive community festival.

Historically, the fair was a place where the 
latest in agricultural techniques and ma-
chinery were on display, offering insights 
into farming advancements. Fast forward to 
2024, and while these elements remain inte-
gral, the fair has expanded to include high-
tech exhibits and interactive educational 
experiences that engage all age groups. 

Kids revel in hands-on activities that 
blend learning and fun, such as robotics 
demonstrations and wildlife conservation 
workshops, while adults enjoy live perfor-
mances, cooking shows, and wine tasting 
sessions featuring local vineyards.

A Modern Twist Digital Marketing and the 
Fair Experience

In recent years, digital marketing has 
played a pivotal role in reshaping the 
Stanislaus County Fair experience. With 
the advent of social media, organizers have 
found dynamic ways to engage potential 
visitors’ months before the event. Platforms 
like Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter buzz 
with teasers, event schedules, and behind-
the-scenes content, building anticipation 
and excitement.
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The fair’s website has become a hub for 
information, offering easy access to ticket 
sales, event maps, and daily schedules. 

Email newsletters keep the community 
informed and engaged, providing updates 
on special events, discount days, and ex-
clusive offers. These digital tools not only 
enhance the fair-going experience but also 
ensure that the fair remains a staple in the 
community’s calendar by reaching a wider 
audience and encouraging year-round 
interaction.

Today’s Fair Experience in 2024

Today, the Stanislaus County Fair is a testa-
ment to both tradition and innovation. It 
boasts a unique blend of the old and new, 
where carnival rides and livestock shows 

exist alongside VR experiences and drone 
racing competitions. Food vendors offer a 
mix of traditional fair treats and modern, 
gourmet options, catering to diverse palates 
and dietary preferences.

Moreover, digital technology enhances the 
visitor experience with mobile apps that 
help navigate the fairgrounds, schedule 
notifications for favorite events, and even 
locate friends and family. Digital payment 
options and RFID wristbands streamline 
purchases and entry, making the fair expe-
rience smoother and more enjoyable.

The Stanislaus County Fair has come a long 
way since the 1900s, growing from a local 
agricultural showcase to a multifaceted 
community festival enriched by digital 
technology. For kids and adults alike, the 

fair remains a high-
light of the year, 
a place where fun 
meets tradition and 
innovation. As we 
look towards the 
future, the fair’s 
blend of rich history 
and modern tech 
promises even more 
exciting evolutions, 
ensuring that it will 
continue to delight 
and educate visitors 
of all ages for many 
years to come.

To enhance your company's online pres-
ence, whether it's creating a new website, 
updating an existing one, needing assis-
tance with Online Reputation Management 
or seeking a virtual assistant for social me-
dia posting or phone support, visit www.
sisbroinnovation.com. You can also contact 
Sisbro Innovation directly at (800) 291-9102 
for further assistance or call Kathryn Ramos 
directly to schedule a FREE consultation at 
(719) 237-9155.

Thank you for your 
Membership. 

For the GOOD of 
your FOOD. 
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It’s Time to ‘Go for a Ride’ 
to Look at Crops

By Christen Clemson

Whoever said that comparison is the thief 
of joy never farmed a day in their life. 
Sure, I admit that sometimes compari-
sons of certain things have stolen my joy, 
but those are normally things that I can’t 
change, like wanting curly hair or being 
thinner.
 
If you have ever hung out with a farmer 
after planting season is done, and they are 
just waiting for the plants to sprout and 
grow, you have been asked the infamous 
question, “Want to go for a ride?”
 
Now, for those of you who think that you 
are simply hopping into the truck and 
going to run a few errands, you are sadly 
mistaken. You could be gone for hours. 
You could end up one or two states over. 
You might not even know where you are! 
See, the infamous question really means, 
do you want to go ride around with me 
and look at other people’s crops to see how 
they are doing?
 
That’s really the question you are being 
asked. This means that you start locally, 
but once you have 
surveyed most or all 
of the local fields, 
you will head out to 
parts unknown to 
see how everyone 
else is doing.
 
You have seen these 
farmers. It’s the guy 
driving slowly, star-
ing out the passen-
ger side window as 
he drives past farm-
land. It’s the guy 
who slows down 
whenever he sees 
an open expanse of 
field, and no one be-
hind him can figure 

out why.
 
These, these are your comparers. I’ve even 
been guilty of this myself after years of 
going on these rides with my grandfather 
and now my brother. In fact, I was recently 
driving and found myself calling my 
brother. “Hey Craig, I’m down here north 
of Columbus, and their fields aren’t that 
much more ahead of us, at least where I’m 
at.”
 
This followed a lengthy conversation about 
what the fields looked like, how ours were 
doing, and what we expected to see in the 
coming weeks.
 
Now, I was on the highway and couldn’t 
slow down to the 
25 mph that my 
brother would have 
desired so that I 
could really see the 
field, but I’ve gotten 
pretty good at this 
skill and was able to 
describe the heights 
of the corn and 
beans and the wet-
ness of the fields.
 
It’s too bad there 

isn’t a place on a resume for this skill.
 
But, most importantly, this comparison did 
not diminish what we felt about our fields 
and the potential of our crops. We simply 
used it as a guidepost to see where they 
were and where we were. In fact, we were 
somewhat cheering them on as I talked 
about how nice the rows were as they 
showed off their new bright green shoots. 
Comparison, in this case, also served as a 
way to initiate conversation. And some-
times, I think that’s the draw for farmers.
 
In my experience, most farmers will talk 
for hours about their crops, livestock, 
weather, diesel prices, and other issues af-
fecting farming. However, getting a farmer 
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to do small talk takes a Herculean effort.
 
Browsing other people’s fields and dis-
cussing what those farmers did compared 
to what others have done offers farmers a 
way to talk to new and different people. 
I’ve watched my brother and grandfather 
start conversations with other farmers they 
did not know over a mutual field that both 
happened to see that was doing well. Field 
comparison is really a mutual bonding 
tool.
 
I’ve even used it once or twice in my life 
when I had no idea how to begin a conver-

sation. I’m not nearly as good at it as my 
brother or grandfather was, but I’m sure 
the longer I live here, the better I will get.
 
So next time you’re driving, and you hap-
pen to get behind one of these farmers on 
a comparison drive, slow down, smile, 
and maybe even glance at what he’s look-
ing at; you might be surprised at what you 
see. Sure, it might just be a field of beans 
or corn, but it could also be a herd of deer, 
an eagle, or wildlife enjoying the farmer’s 
work.
 
Christen Clemson is a member of the 

Trumbull County 
(Ohio) Farm Bureau 
who completed 
her doctorate at 
Pennsylvania State 
University. She and 
her family farm in 
Mecca Township, 
Ohio. The column 
was originally pub-
lished by Ohio Farm 
Bureau.
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Good Biosecurity is the Key to 
Mitigating the Spread of H5N1

By Tom Vilsack, Secretary of the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture

The more we learn about H5N1, the more 
we understand that good biosecurity is a 
critically important path to containing the 
virus. Containing, and eliminating, the vi-
rus in our dairy cattle is essential – to pro-
tect the health of our herds and flocks, our 
farmers, our farmworkers, our families, 
and the rural economy they make possible. 
I’m writing today to ask Farm Bureau 
members and dairy producers across the 
country to help control the spread of the 
virus.
 
As you likely know, the same strain of 
Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza found 
in wild birds and poultry flocks – H5N1 
– has been found in 115 dairy herds in 12 
states.
 
H5N1 is highly pathogenic in birds, mean-
ing birds that get the virus get very sick, 
very quickly, and almost always die as a 
result. This virus has been at the top of the 
list for risk of global pandemics for years 
as it has circulated among birds and other 
species. USDA has been working with 
poultry and egg producers for a decade to 
manage the virus and increase biosecurity 
measures to help control the spread. Sadly, 
migrating birds bring H5N1 with them so 
there will likely always be a threat of the 
disease for our poultry farmers.  
 
H5N1 behaves very differently in cattle. 
Dairy cows that get H5N1 often have a 

sudden drop in milk production, go off 
feed, and generally do not feel well. But 
unlike birds, sick cows do not typically die 
from the virus and typically recover after 
a few weeks and return to full milk pro-
duction. Thus, USDA is making different 
recommendations to dairy farmers to help 
them test for and manage the disease in 
dairy cattle. These recommendations were 
designed with input from experts, includ-
ing dairy producers, veterinarians, state 
officials, and USDA researchers.  
 
Data show that the movement of cows 
shipped from the Texas panhandle region 
was initially responsible for the spread 
of H5N1 to different states. So, USDA 
put in place a Federal Order – a type of 
temporary requirement – that directs 
all dairy farmers to test their lactating 
cows before moving them across state 
lines. The Federal Order has led to more 
producers testing their cows, most 
specifically for pre-movement to raise 
assurances, which has the added benefit 
of providing information so producers 
and veterinarians can take quick action 
to limit the impact of the disease and to 
help us better understand its spread. As 
producers do more testing, we expect 
to continue to detect additional dairy 
herds infected with the virus. This is 
what USDA expected and is an indica-
tion that the system is working as de-
signed.  
 
As producers, USDA scientists, and 
veterinarians looked carefully at H5N1, 
including through detailed epidemio-
logical analysis, we learned that the 
H5N1 virus concentrates in the udder of 
sick cows and in the cow’s milk, which 

can contain high loads of the virus. That 
means even just a small splash of milk 
can spread the disease. We also came to 
understand that the disease likely spread 
between dairies in a community through 
normal business operations such as the 
movement of people – unintentionally on 
items like clothing or shoes – vehicles, and 
equipment coming and going on a farm.  
 
These findings indicate that improved 
biosecurity is the key to limiting the spread 
of H5N1 to keep animals, workers, and 
farm operations safe. Enhanced biosecurity 
can include practices such as thoroughly 
cleaning and disinfecting parlors, equip-
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ment, clothing, and vehicles; separating 
sick cows and limiting movement of cattle; 
wearing and disinfecting personal protec-
tive equipment; and limiting traffic onto 
the farm.  
 
USDA has many ways to support produc-
ers, including the ability to help producers 
pay for enhanced biosecurity plans, free 
H5N1 testing for dairy cattle, free shipping 
to send test samples to the lab, free veteri-
nary costs, free personal protective equip-
ment, and more. Moreover, for produc-
ers that have H5N1 in their herd, USDA 
intends to introduce a program through 

the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Pro-
gram – better known as ELAP – that is 
being developed to compensate eligible 
producers with positive herds who experi-
ence loss of milk production. By statute, 
ELAP is authorized to pay eligible produc-
ers 90% of the value of losses. The program 
would pay an amount per cow, for a set 
period of time. Additionally, for produc-
ers who want to help contain the disease 
and reduce the burden on their operations, 
USDA recently announced a Voluntary 
H5N1 Dairy Herd Status program. I in-
vite Farm Bureaus across the country to 

help us spread the 
word about the 
resources available 
to assist produc-
ers, as well as the 
value of voluntary 
testing.   
 
When it comes to 
food safety, stud-
ies have confirmed 
that our system 
is working well 

and that America’s food supply remains 
among the safest in the world. USDA 
scientists are also working with partners to 
develop a cattle-specific H5N1 vaccine, an 
important tool to eventually help to elimi-
nate the virus from the nation’s dairy cattle 
herd, but that process requires many steps 
and will take time.  
 
The most important step we can take 
today is biosecurity. I am inviting Farm 
Bureau members and all producers to use 
our resources to enhance their biosecurity 
measures and my hope is that more states 
and producers will opt in to our support 
programs and herd monitoring programs, 
which are designed to limit the spread of 
this disease in dairy cattle.  
 
Farmers are going to lead the charge, but 
they won’t need to do it alone. USDA is 
here to support you every day and we will 
continue to do all we can to protect animal 
and human health. I am confident that 
with the right tools and the hardworking 
spirit of America’s farmers and farmwork-
ers, together we can get it done. 
 



28 — Stanislaus Farm News July 26, 2024

The Great Turkey 
Takeover at the Fair

By Vicky Boyd

In 2023, only about 30 FFA students 
countywide showed turkeys at the 
Stanislaus County Fair. This year, Johansen 
High School staged a turkey takeover July 
11 when 42 students from the Modesto 
area school alone showed their birds.

“It’s going to be an interesting day,” said 
a grinning Armando Cervantes, a Johan-
sen agriculture teacher and turkey project 
advisor.

Likely the result of his unique recruiting 
style, the number of Johansen students 
raising turkeys for FFA projects has grown 
from 10 to 15 the past few years to 52 stu-
dents and 133 birds this year. A few of the 
students didn’t participate in the fair.

“I’m not like a traditional ag teacher — I 
coach wrestling too, and it’s been cool,” 
Cervantes said. 

A Johansen High School alum, he admit-
ted to being a troubled youth and running 
with the wrong crowd. But Cervantes 
credited sports — in his case, football — 
and his ag teachers for redirecting him and 
keeping him out of trouble.

“Becoming an ag teacher was my way of 
giving back,” he said.

Turkeys offer entryway to agriculture

As one of four Johansen ag teachers, Cer-
vantes spreads the word about agricultural 
opportunities to students through stan-
dard avenues. But it also goes the opposite 
direction, and he’s recruited some of his ag 
students for wrestling.

As a wrestling coach, he encounters a dif-
ferent audience and convinces many of his 
athletes to try an ag project. With turkeys 
being simpler and having a lower cost of 
entry than other livestock, such as goats or 
hogs, they’re an easier sell.

“You don’t have to know that much,” Cer-
vantes said. “A 
lot of our kids 
have never 
taken a single 
ag class. This 
is their first 
one. The big 
thing for me 
was making it 
simple.”

For $165, stu-
dents can raise 
three turkeys, 
which include 
one to show 
at the fair and 
two that are 
processed 
and shrink 
wrapped at 

the Rabbit House in Turlock to be taken 
home to eat. A goat, on the other hand, 
may run students $800 to raise to market 
weight.
Johansen is designated a Title I school, 
which means that at least 40% of students 
in the school or residing in the attendance 
area are from low-income families. Cer-
vantes said he understands that not all 
students can afford a turkey project, so he 
also provides guidance on how they can 
find project sponsors.

“We won’t let money be a barrier for them 
to have a project,” he said.

Each year in winter, the school farm re-
ceives one-day-old poults. To keep things 
simple and minimize infighting among 
birds, Cervantes orders all broad breasted 
whites, a meat-type turkey, and all fe-
males.
Students are not assigned individual birds 
to care for but instead are given weekly 
pen schedules to clean the enclosures, feed 
and water the birds, and work with the an-
imals to prepare them for showing. Shortly 
before the fair, students pick the individual 
birds they want to show or enter. 

To be eligible for the fair’s market class, 
the birds must weigh between 15 and 30 
pounds and not be over 22 weeks old. Con-
testants compete in separate weight classes 
so a lighter-weight turkey won’t go up 
against what poultry judge Julia Orlando 
described as a sumo wrestler-sized bird.

Cervantes said they’re fortunate to be one 
of only two high schools in the Modesto 
School District with an on-school farm, 
making it easier for students to perform 
their chores before or after school.

Bird care teaches life skills

FFA Chapter President and incoming 
senior Jazmin Kumler learned about FFA 
when she was in junior high and high 
school members came to talk about the 
program.

See "Turkey" on page 30

Photo by Vicky Boyd - (From left) Roman Peña, Gabrial Urias, Sebastian Oceguera, 
Jazmin Kumler and Maritza Gutierrez are among the more than 50 Johansen High 
School students who planned to show turkeys at the Stanislaus County Fair. Their 

advisor is Johansen agriculture teacher Armando Cervantes (far right). 
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“When I came into high school, I was 
already excited about it,” she said. “But I 
didn’t realize how FFA is more than just 
animals.”

As a freshman, Kumler raised a goat, 
followed by two years with a goat and a 
turkey.

“They’re a pretty easy project,” she said of 
the birds. “But you still have to take re-
sponsibility and be dedicated to feed them 
and ultimately take care of them.”

Kumler also played basketball as a fresh-
man but said she didn’t feel comfortable 
with the team dynamics. When Cervantes 
heard this, he encouraged her to try girls’ 
wrestling.

This year Kumler completed her second 
season on the girls’ varsity wrestling team 
and said the team chemistry was more to 
her liking — she planned to compete again 
next season.

This summer, she also hoped to receive 
an unpaid internship at a local veterinary 
clinic to learn more about the profession. 
Ultimately, Kumler said she’d like to be-
come a large animal veterinarian.

Incoming senior Sebastian Oceguera was 
a freshman when Cervantes encouraged 
him to go out for the wrestling team. As 
frequently happens, the ag teacher then 
suggested Oceguera try a turkey project as 
a sophomore. He sold his three birds last 
year, including the one that took second 
in the market category, and invested the 
proceeds into turkey and steer projects this 
year. 

“(The turkeys) are a simple project, but 
they do take some time,” Oceguera said. 
“But I’m already here on the farm every 
day feeding my steer.”

Having the animal projects has taught him 
time-manage skills and how to work them 
into his sports and school schedules.
Oceguera hasn’t decided what he’ll do 
when he graduates next year, but “I have 
an entire year and I just know I want to do 

something in 
ag.”

Maritza Guti-
errez, an in-
coming soph-
omore, didn’t 
grow up on a 
farm. But she 
said Cervantes 
taught her 
about taking 
care of tur-
keys, which 
interested her 
a lot. 

“It also helps 
us learn to 
take respon-
sibility for 
animals,” she 
said. “In that 

From "Turkey" on page 28 sense, I think it will help me all through 
high school.”

Incoming senior Gabrial Urias ordered 
three turkeys this year, moving up from a 
goat and a turkey last year. After gaining 
permission from Cervantes, Urias gave one 
of his birds to his younger brother, Chris-
tian, an incoming sophomore, to raise.

A member of the high school wrestling 
team, Urias grew up nearby and learned 
of the FFA program while taking an ag 
mechanics class from Cervantes as a fresh-
man.

“I fell in love with it,” Urias said about 
FFA.

He also learned a hard life lesson when his 
goat died last year from kidney stones.

“This teaches you a lot of responsibility 
because these are live animals and they’re 
just like me and you and they get sick,” 
Urias said. “It also taught me time man-
agement skills. You have to make sure to 
have enough to spend some time with 
them.”

In addition to showing a turkey at the fair, 
Urias also planned to enter a pizza oven he 
built in his ag mechanics class. After grad-
uation, he would like to train to become a 
welder.
Incoming sophomore Roman Peña was in a 
science class listening to several classmates 
rave about their ag teacher, so he decided 
to check it out and eventually signed up 
for a turkey project.

“I’ve learned time-management skills and 
communication skills with my pen mates,” 
Peña said. “If I can’t feed one day, I have to 
ask my pen mate to feed them.”

With a busy schedule that also includes 
boxing and concurrently attending barber 
college, his time-management skills are 
definitely put to the test. But he’s sold on 
agriculture. Next year, Peña wants to try a 
market hog project.Photo by Vicky Boyd

Entrants herded their birds into the show ring for the 26-pound weight class.
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Coleman, Barber Take Home Top 
Honors in JNHE Owned Female Show

GRAND ISLAND, Neb. – Capping off a 
ropin’ good week at the 25th annual Vi-
taFerm® Junior National Hereford Expo, 
Kathryn Coleman, Modesto, Calif., won 
grand champion owned polled female hon-

ors, and Aidyn Barber, Channing, Texas, 
exhibited the grand champion owned
horned female on July 12 at the “Grand 
Daddy of ’Em All,” in Grand Island, Neb.
Mark Hoge, Ph.D., Good Hope, Ill., and 
Clayton Boyert, Seville, Ohio, evaluated the
owned female show. The duo sorted 555 
polled females and 243 horned females to 

find their champions.

An April 20, 2023, daughter of H Montgom-
ery 7437 ET, Coleman’s grand champion
polled owned female, CFCC HPH Fenty 
2126L, also won division VII.

Copeland Paulsen, Preston, Iowa, and FTZS 
Lettie 310L, a June 5, 2023, daughter of
FTZS Fearless 002H, claimed the reserve 
grand champion polled owned female title 
and champion division V honors.

BR GKB Ruby L178 ET, Barber’s grand 
champion horned owned female and divi-
sion III champion is a June 3, 2023, daugh-
ter of KLD RW Marksman D87 ET.

The reserve grand champion horned owned 
female, T/R 4064B Diana 40L ET, was
exhibited by Kyndal and Kylee Sadler, Try-
on, Okla. The March 28, 2023, daughter of 
BR Nitro Aventus 3116 ET also won cham-
pion division V horned female honors.

“This one of the most special events that I 
have had the opportunity to be with,” Hoge
said. “The vibe, the energy, the positivity 
and the focus on youth is staggering.”
Hoffman Ranch, Thedford, Neb., and 
Stellpflug Cattle Co., Glenrock, Wyo., spon-
sored the owned polled female show, and 
T/R Cattle Co., Glencoe, Okla., sponsored 
the owned horned female show.

###

The 2024 VitaFerm®Junior National Her-
eford Expo, "The Grand Daddy of ’Em All,”
was sponsored in part by BioZyme Inc., St. 
Joseph, Mo. The National Junior Hereford
Association (NJHA) is one of the most ac-
tive junior programs in the country with 
more than 4,000 members. The NJHA’s 
mission is to create and promote enthusi-
asm for the breed while providing oppor-
tunities through leadership, education and 
teamwork. For more information about the 
NJHA, visit JrHereford.org.

Contact: Chloé Durian, cdurian@hereford.
org
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