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Photo by Vicky Boyd
(from left) Ag advisor Briana Pritchard with FFA members Jacob Lewis, Logan Gracia, 

Kamilla Gonzalez, Arely Reynoso, Oscar “Chino” Tovar, Natalya Gonzalez, Jessica Abrica and 
ag advisor Zachary Smith stand in front of the FFA logo at Orestimba High School in Newman. 

See article on page 6
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January 14, 2022 

 
BUDGET 

 
2022-2023 State Budget Proposal 
 

Governor Gavin Newsom has released his proposed State Budget for the 2022-2023 fiscal year. This $286.4 
billion budget is the State’s largest budget to date and includes a $46.7 billion surplus ($20.6 billion of 
which is discretionary). In his press conference on Monday, Governor Newsom outlined his top priorities: 
COVID response, Climate, Homelessness, Cost of Living and Public Safety. Below is a truncated list of 
funding proposals that are of most relevance to agriculture: 
 
AGRICULTURE, GENERALLY 

• $50 million to four CSU University Farms (Cal Poly SLO and Pomona, Chico and Fresno) 
• $287,000 for animal mortality management considering rendering disruptions 
• $537,000 for education/outreach by the State Organic Program 

COVID RESPONSE 
• $2.7 billion for testing, vaccine distribution, hospital support and public health education 

CLEAN ENERGY and TRANSPORTATION 
• $6.1 billion for zero-emission vehicles (ZEV) and charging infrastructure  

o $3.9 billion heavy-duty truck conversion 
o $102 billion passenger vehicle 
o 1 billion ZEV infrastructure and charging stations  

• $100 million green hydro-electric 
• $4 million offshore wind projects 
• $210 million industrial decarbonization 
• $85 million for the Food Processor Investment Program (FPIP)  

CLIMATE CHANGE 
• $150 million Funding Agricultural Replacement Measures for Emission Reductions Program (FARMER) 
• $85 million Healthy Soils Program 
• $48 million livestock methane reduction (includes dairy digesters and alternative manure management) 
• $5 million for research into livestock methane reduction strategies and projects  
• $22 million for technical assistance grants for conservation management plans (i.e. conservation plans, 

carbon sequestration plans, and transition to organic plans to focus on carbon and water actions).  
• $15 million Pollinator Habitat Program 
 

  

 

See "REVIEW" on page 4
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Agriculture: With changing times, does 
your investing strategy need a review?

We're here to help you navigate the market one 
conversation at a time.

Let's talk about your options.

>  edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Justin Ausher
Financial Advisor
6624 3rd St
Riverbank, CA 95367
209-502-7556

Animal Health and Welfare 
The Farm Bureau is currently meeting with 
key legislative members and budget staff 
to ensure that we have continued resources 
to implement the wolf compensation fund 
that was put in place in 2021. The fund has 
run out of money and with wolf popula-
tions continuing to grow, we cannot afford 
to lose a program that ranchers can use to 
meet the challenges of these predators and 

their impacts on livestock in California. 
While we understand this is a tough bud-
get year, we are working to ensure we con-
tinue the program without interruption. 
Staff: Chris Reardon; creardon@cfbf.com 

Energy 
A slew of new energy related legislation 
has been introduced and more will be in-
troduced up to the deadline on Friday, but 

a few noteworthy bills 
include: 

AB 2205 (Patterson, Joe 
and Gallagher, James) 
would direct the Public 
Utilities Commission 
to cut electricity rates 
by 30%. Farm Bureau is 
supportive of this ini-
tiative, but the bill will 
likely face significant 
opposition. 

AB 2619 Damon Con-
nolly (D San Rafael) 
would repeal Net Ener-
gy Metering (NEM) 3.0 
and require the Public 
Utilities Commission 
to create a new version 
by January 1, 2027. The 
bill would require an 
annual rate of installa-
tion, including in dis-
advantaged communi-
ties, which presumably 
would maintain many 
of the benefits of NEM 
2.0 that were removed 
in NEM 3.0. The bill 

will likely be very contentious, and Farm 
Bureau will likely engage to ensure any 
repeal of NEM 3.0 would clearly restore 
the Net Energy Metering Aggregation 
(NEMA) subtariff as well. 

SB 1165 Steve Padilla (D San Diego) is 
identical to SB 619 from last year which 
was ultimately vetoed by Governor New-
som. The bill would allow an electrical 
corporation that files an electrical trans-
mission project application with the Public 
Utilities Commission (PUC) to simultane-
ously file an application with the Energy 
Commission. As the Governor noted in his 
veto, “[D]ecentralizing permitting between 
two agencies creates new coordination 
challenges, requires duplicative staffing, 
disrupts the sequencing of permitting 
workstreams and impedes the ability of 
either agency to consider the full scope of 
an electric transmission project. Ensuring 
that a single agency can account for and 
mitigate both significant costs to electric 
ratepayers and environmental impacts can 
lead to better results for Californians.” 

SB 1006 Steve Padilla (D San Diego) anoth-
er transmission bill brought by Sen. Padilla 
would require the Public Utilities Com-
mission (PUC) to annually submit a report 
to the Legislature on the progress toward 
achieving its transmission capacity goals 
in relation to renewable and zero-carbon 
resources. In addition, the PUC would be 
required to conduct a study on the cost 
savings and efficiencies from grid enhanc-
ing technologies such as reconductoring 
that have recently gained traction as viable 
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Everything for
Agriculture

Everything for
Agriculture
Green Rubber - Kennedy Ag has the products, parts, accessories, 
and customer service you need to maximize your productivity.

∙  CUSTOM CONVEYOR BELTS 
∙  URETHANE PARTS 
∙  RENEWED BOGIE WHEELS
∙  PUMPS, HOSES, FITTINGS
∙  SPRAY NOZZLES & VALVES
∙  WATER TANKS & TANK TRAILERS 
∙  SAFETY PRODUCTS & EQUIPMENT
∙  PRESSURE WASHERS & ACCESSORIES
∙  AND MUCH MORE!

WWW.GREENRUBBER.COM

SALINAS (831)753-6100 ∙ MODESTO (209)538-6227 ∙ GREENFIELD (831)674-0999 
WATSONVILLE (831)761-9395 ∙ SANTA MARIA (805)878-8877 ∙ YUMA (928)726-6560

Six locations to serve you.  Call today!

@StanCo4HCamp @StanislausCounty4HCamp

Stanislaus County 
4-H Summer Camp

Drive Thru Pick Up from 4 pm - 7 pm
at Netos: 1318 N Golden State Blvd, Turlock

Tuesday - March 26th, 2024

Neto's Chicken BBQ Dinner Fundraiser Benefitting  

Meal Includes: 
1/2 Chicken, Beans, Salad, 

Bread Roll + Butter

$20.00 per meal ticket 

Address checks to: Stanislaus County 4-H Summer Camp 

Any size donation is
welcome and helpful!

How to Get Tickets: 
Contact a staff member or counselor

Visit the 4-H Office at
3800 Cornucopia Way # A

Modesto, CA 95358 

Donation checks can be mailed/dropped off at the office, or brought to the Neto’s dinner. 

Alternate Support Options

Be a sponsor! For a minimum $100 donation,
we’ll include your logo on a “Thank You

Sponsors” flier included in every meal bag.

From "REVIEW" on page 3

alternatives to costly new transmission projects. Farm Bureau will 
likely support this bill. 

SB 938 Dave Min (D Irvine) would prohibit an electrical or gas cor-
poration from recording various expenses associated with politi-
cal influence activities or with advertising to accounts that contain 
expenses that the electrical or gas corporation recovers from rate-
payers. The bill would also require the electrical or gas corporation 
to annually file a publicly available report with the Public Utilities 
Commission on those activities. 

Bills seeking to increase hydrogen production are another hot 
topic that Farm Bureau will monitor to ensure ratepayers will not 
be impacted. For example, AB 1550 Steve Bennett (D Ventura) was 
amended and reintroduced which among other things would have 
seen biomethane become ineligible to produce renewable hydrogen 
and create additional targets and goals which were premature and 
costly. Farm Bureau joined a coalition floor letter opposing the bill 
and ultimately it died on the third reading file. Staff contact: Kevin 
Johnston, kjohnston@cfbf.com 

Insurance 
AB 2616 authored by Assemblymember Damon Connolly (D San 
Rafael) has been introduced. As it relates to wildfire risk, existing 
regulations of the Department of Insurance require an insurer’s rat-
ing plan to consider certain 
wildfire mitigation efforts, 
including specified build-
ing hardening measures 
and clearing of vegetation. 
AB 2416 is a spot bill that 
related to insurers to pro-
vide discounted insurance 
rates to homeowners who 
use or install in their homes 
building materials that are 
demonstrated to harden 
homes and reduce wildfire 
risk. The Department of In-
surance currently requires 
insurers to offer home 
hardening discounts, so it 
is unclear how 2416 will 
impact existing regulations. 
Staff: Peter Ansel; pansel@
cfbc.com 

Land Use 
AB 2528 authored by As-
semblymember Joaquin 
Arambula (D Fresno) has 
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been introduced. The bill appears to be 
a spot bill (substantive language will be 
amended into the bill at a future date) 
related to Williamson Act contract cancel-
lations. Staff: Peter Ansel; pansel@cfbf.com 

Pesticides 
AB 2113 introduced by Eduardo Garcia 
(D Coachella). Department of Pesticide 
Regulation: Sustainable Pest Management 
Workgroup. 

Existing law, added by the Governor’s 
Reorganization Plan No. 1 of 1991, creates 
the Department of Pesticide Regulation 
and authorizes the Director of Pesticide 
Regulation, among other things, to adopt 
regulations for the issuance and renewal 
of licenses and certificates for pest control 
operations. This bill would require the 
department, by July 1, 2024, to establish a 
Sustainable Pest Management Workgroup 
that would identify pathways to minimize 
the use of toxic pesticides and expand the 
use of integrated pest management prac-
tices, among other things. The bill would 
repeal these provisions on January 1, 2026. 
Staff: Chris Reardon; creardon@cfbf.com 
AB 2509 introduced by Ash Kalra (D San 
Jose). Integrated pest management: inva-
sive species: definitions. 

Existing law, the Food and Agricultural 
Code, defines the term “integrated pest 
management” for purposes of the Healthy 
Schools Act of 2000, which requires the 
Department of Pesticide Regulation to 
promote and facilitate the adoption of 
voluntary integrated pest management 
programs for school sites, as provided. 
Existing law, the Food and Agricultural 
Code, uses the term “invasive species” in 
a variety of contexts, including, among 
others, by establishing in state government 
the Invasive Species Council of California 
to help coordinate a comprehensive effort 
to prevent the introduction of invasive spe-
cies in the state, as provided. 

This bill would define “integrated pest 
management” for purposes of the Food 
and Agricultural Code, excluding the 
Healthy Schools Act of 2000, to mean, 

among other things, a sustainable ap-
proach to managing pests by combining 
biological, cultural, physical, and chemical 
tools in a way that minimizes economic, 
health, and environmental risks. The bill 
would define “invasive species” for pur-
poses of the entire Food and Agricultural 
Code to mean nonnative organisms that 
cause, or are likely to cause, economic or 
environmental harm, excluding humans, 
domestic livestock, specified domestic or 
domesticated species, and nonharmful 
nonnative organisms. Existing law estab-
lishes the Invasive 

Species Council of California to help coor-
dinate a comprehensive effort to prevent 
the introduction of invasive species in the 
state and to advise state agencies how to 
facilitate coordinated, complementary, 
and cost-effective control or eradication of 
invasive species that have entered or are 
already established in the state, as speci-
fied. Staff: Chris Reardon; creardon@cfbf.
com 

AB 2552 introduced by Laura Friedman (D 
Glendale). Current law prohibits the use 
of second-generation anticoagulant roden-
ticide and diphacinone, as defined, in a 
wildlife habitat area. Existing law prohibits 
the use of a second-generation anticoagu-
lant rodenticide in the state until the direc-
tor certifies to the Secretary of State that, 
among other things, the Department of 
Pesticide Regulation, in consultation with 
the Department of Fish and Wildlife, has 
adopted any additional restrictions neces-
sary to ensure significant reductions to 
the detectable levels of second-generation 
anticoagulant rodenticides or any of their 
metabolites, as provided. Current law 
also prohibits the use of diphacinone in 
the state until the director certifies to the 
Secretary of State that the Department 
of Pesticide Regulation has completed 
any pending reevaluation of diphacinone 
and, in consultation with, and with the 
concurrence of, the Department of Fish 
and Wildlife, has adopted any additional 
restrictions that are necessary to ensure 
significant reductions to the detectable 
levels of diphacinone or any of its metabo-

lites, as provided. Current law exempts the 
use of a second-generation anticoagulant 
rodenticide or diphacinone from these pro-
hibitions under certain circumstances, in-
cluding for agricultural activities. Current 
law requires the director, and each county 
agricultural commissioner under the direc-
tion and supervision of the director, to 
enforce the provisions regulating the use 
of pesticides. This bill would expand the 
definition of a wildlife habitat area to in-
clude an open-space land, as defined. The 
bill would additionally prohibit the use of 
a second-generation anticoagulant roden-
ticide within 5,000 feet of a wildlife habitat 
area, and prohibit the use of first-genera-
tion anticoagulant rodenticide, defined as 
a pesticide product containing the active 
ingredients diphacinone, chlorophacinone, 
or warfarin, in a wildlife habitat area or 
within 5,000 feet of a wildlife habitat area, 
as specified. Staff: Chris Reardon; crear-
don@cfbf.com 

Water 

SGMA HEARING BY ASSEMBLY WATER, 
PARKS & WILDLIFE COMMITTEE 
At 9 a.m. on February 21, the Assembly 
Water, Parks & Wildlife Committee and 
Budget Subcommittee 4 will hold an over-
sight hearing on implementation of the 
Sustainable Groundwater Management 
Act. While the speakers have not yet been 
announced, Farm Bureau understands 
that speakers will be from the California 
Department of Water Resources, the State 
Water Board, Legislative Analyst’s Of-
fice, and potentially representatives from 
groundwater agencies, and there will also 
be an opportunity for public comment. 
As in 2023, Farm Bureau expects to fight 
many bills in the legislature that attempt 
to change or undermine SGMA, and this 
hearing will bolster that effort. As of now, 
there is no plan for remote participation 
for public comment, so Farm Bureau is 
encouraging members, water agencies, and 
groundwater agencies to attend in person. 
The hearing will be held in the State Capi-
tol, Room 444. If remote participation op-

See "REVIEW" on page 25



The Largest Selection of Heavy Duty Shop Tools and Machinery In Northern California

Modesto (209) 529-8984          Turlock (209) 632-2315
512 River Road                      712 Lander Avenue

RAYCO INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY
Locally Owned and Operated Since 1969

Air Compressors

Steam and High Pressure Cleaners 
Metal Working Tools and Machinery

Automotive Tools and Equipment, Shop Heaters and Coolers
Hand Tools, Abrasives, Saw Blades and Safety Supplies
Power Tools, Wood Working Tools and Machinery

Used Tool and Machinery Dealer
Sales and Service
California Contractors License 708487

6.5" x 3"

Phil Rumble:  
(209) 996-1517 
Matt Rumble:  
(209) 996-8161

Topping    Hedging 
(Fall 2021: Hedging Down to 2’)

Skirting

Dual Mechanical 
Brush Stacking

Almond/Walnut 
Conditioning

Orchard 
Management
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Newman FFA

By Vicky Boyd

The Newman FFA program at Orestimba 
High School has gained a reputation … but 
for all the right reasons.

“I was really confused when they talked at 
events about how FFA can help you de-
velop speaking skills and gain leadership 
skills,” said Jessica Abrica, a sophomore 
and two-year FFA member. “It led me to try 
it. I had no idea what FFA was about, but 
once you get into it, I feel you won’t want 
to leave because they offer you so much.”
Jacob Lewis, a senior and four-year FFA 
member, agreed and pointed to the quality 
of the staff and the overall program.

“We all help each other out,” he said. “All 
of the advisors are very good and inspire 

students to go to meetings. Our officers are 
very welcoming and very inspiring.”

And Logan Garcia, a senior and four-year 
FFA member, said the group feels like one 
big comfortable family.

“We can always talk to our advisors,” he 
said. 

The program is led by five ag instructors: 
Stacey Costilla, Kevin McGuire, Briana 
Pritchard, Zachary Smith and McKayla 
Ritts. All of them were involved in FFA in 
high school and saw becoming ag teachers 
as a way to pay it forward.

Smith, for example, spent his youth helping 
in his grandfather’s Modesto welding shop, 
which he ran for 55 years.

“I grew up building farm equipment with 

my grandfather,” said Smith, who teaches 
welding and fabrication. “I got involved 
with FFA and found a passion for it.”

FFA program grows

Since the COVID pandemic subsided, 
enrollment has grown at Orestimba High 
and is currently approaching 1,200 stu-
dents. Along with it, FFA membership has 
climbed to nearly 600, with many coming 
from non-agricultural backgrounds.

“I think things were rough when we first 
came back from COVID, but I think we’re 
rebuilding,” Costella said, adding she be-
lieved the trend will continue.

She credited the advisors’ focus on recruit-
ing for part of that growth. Each year, area 
eighth-graders attend a recruiting event 
that showcases different curricula offered at 
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See "FFA" on page 9

nearby high schools.

Orestimba High’s ag portion is led by FFA 
students, who demonstrate programs like 
welding, talk about the different activities 
and answer questions. 

Word of mouth by current FFA members 
also plays a large part in recruiting, the ad-
visors said. If students talk to enthusiastic 
FFA members who encourage them to sign 
up, they’re more inclined to do so.

“I think environment plays a huge part,” 
Costilla said. “Once we have a group of 
students who find it interesting, they bring 
their friends around.”

In this digital age, the advisors also are en-
listing social media to advertise the various 
FFA and ag programs.

From an academic standpoint, Costella said 
they’ve made sure all of their agricultural 
classes meet state requirements for college 
entrance. So ag biology, for example, is 
interchangeable with general biology. 

While some students just take FFA to check 
the appropriate boxes on their college ap-
plications, Costella said a large number of 
students actively participate.

Building speaking and leadership 
skills

Having spent much of his life on his grand-
parent’s farm near Patterson, Oscar “Chi-
no” Tovar said FFA presentations during 
eight-grade recruitment piqued his inter-
ests. During his high school years, he’s been 
involved with ag mechanics and said he 

definitely ben-
efited from 
the communi-
cations skills 
he’s honed. 

While he said 
he didn’t have 
a problem 
speaking in 
front of large 
crowds, it was 
the smaller 
groups or 
one-on-one 

conversations that were his weakness. Then 
Tovar competed at a regional FFA speaking 
event.
“I feel more comfortable in public speaking 
now that I’ve faced my fears in front of a 
smaller audience, thanks to that competi-
tion,” he said. 

Tovar is one student who won’t follow in 
agriculture after high school graduation 
— he plans to go into construction manage-
ment. But he said the speaking skills he’s 
developed through FFA transcend situa-
tions and will no doubt come in handy dur-
ing college interviews and on construction 
sites.

Garcia, who also runs his own custom 
detailing business, said FFA opened his 
eyes to his leadership potential. From be-
ing elected chapter treasurer, he’s worked 
his way up to president. He’s also section 
treasurer.

“Before I joined FFA, I was pretty quiet,” 
Garcia said. “It’s definitely built up my 
self-confidence a lot and I learned a lot of 
leadership skills. At one point, I didn’t want 
anything to do with it. Now I want to be in 
all of the activities.”

Admittedly shy and anxious when speak-
ing before a group, eleventh-grader Kamilla 
Gonzalez said the public speaking skills 
she’s learned have helped her overcome 
those fears.

As a freshman, she placed second in the 
Creed Speaking Leadership Development 
Event, which involves presenting from 
memory the FFA creed and answering 
three questions about it. As a sophomore, 
Gonzalez competed in a public speaking 
event, where she was given the Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Act as the topic 
30 minutes beforehand. And just recently, 
she took top honors in the Spanish creed 
category.

“I learned how to speak to people, and be-Photo courtesy Newman FFA
(from left): Luis Chavarin, Raymundo Alfaro, Jessica Abrica, Kyleigh 
Brace, Rebecca Mendoza, Madison Beach, Natalya Gonzalez and Oscar 
“Oscar” Tovar attended the 2023 National FFA Convention 
in Indianapolis.
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Roofing • fencing • Plywood • Siding

HaRdwaRe • inSulation • windowS • o.S.B.

Denair Location: (209) 632-2494
Riverbank Location: (209) 869-4424
www.DenairLumberCo.com

As another membership service, Farm Bureau members are of﻿fered FREE classified advertising in the 
Stanislaus Farm News. Ads must be 18 words or less and only one ad per month per membership (mem-
bership number required.) Ads may be MAILED to the Stanislaus Farm News, or BROUGHT to the SCFB 
of﻿fice, 1201 L Street, Downtown Modesto. NO PHONE-IN OR FAX free ads will be accepted. Free ads are 
restricted to farm machinery or equipment or unprocessed farm products. Farm jobs wanted or of﻿fered will 
also be accepted. No real estate ads and no commercial items or services will be accepted. 209-522-7278

FREE ADS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

Classified Ad's $4.40 per run.
COPY DEADLINE: MONDAY 12 NOON

Sale Alfalfa. Best price, 
great quality. Bigger Bales 
especially suited to horses. 
Cook Valley Angus Ranches 

Modesto 209 996 7365 & 
Available May- Oct

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS 
CUT YOUR ENERGY BILLS  
ELIMINATE DUST & NOISE 

Lowest Prices Guaranteed! Largest 

Selection in the Valley! Windows, Doors, 

Skylights, Soundproofing, Licensed, 

Bonded & Insured. 

Visit Our Showroom: 

1050 Kansas Ave., Modesto

 Cal Comfort Insulating Windows, Inc.

Contractors Lic. #51317 Class C17B

209-527-1310 (TFN)

Wilson Portable Welding 
Structural • Fabrication • 

General Repair 
• Dairy Repair • Ag Repair

•Mobile - 765-3596 
• Shop – 524-3016 (TFN)

RATES: Display rates on request. Terms are cash. Ads should be 
paid for at time of first insertion or immediately after receipt of bill 
if order is placed by telephone or mail.
ERRORS: The Stanislaus Farm News will not be liable for more 
than one incorrect insertion. Errors must be called to the attention 
of the Classified Advertising Department not later than 4 p.m. on 
the Tuesday following publication of the ad. Claims for adjustment 
must be made within 15 days. We reserve the right to reject or 
revise any advertisement. 

120 SPECIAL NOTICES

Woodbridge Spraying
Field Spraying

Orchard Spraying
Backhoe

380-0727 (TFN)

1000 SERVICES

800 For Rent

1000 SERVICES

Orchard Brush Pile
Grinding Service

Brush • Stumps • Huller Twigs
Davis Ag & Ranch Clean Up
CA. Contractor Lic#796783

209-670-5278
We haul Rock, Sand, 

Gravel, Demolition Clean 
Up & Removal, Tree Holes, 

Irrigation Lines & More. 
Lic. # 884701

Home-(209) 848-0538
Cell (209) 525-7715 (TFN)

300 Employment

RON MARTELLA
Custom Nut Harvesting
SHAKING, SWEEPING

AND HARVESTING
883-4819 or 883-0690

PROAG Commercial 
Ag. Spraying

Orchard, vineyard $ herbicide 
applications

209-613-6355 Pat, 209-678-
8072 Matt, 209-613-3227 

Justin
Visit proag.webs.com

Service Mechanic, duties 
include greasing, changes air 
filters and oil, etc. Pays $15/
hour with a harvest bonus. 
Must be willing to work 6 
days a week. Opportunity 

for longer employment based 
on job performance and 
experience. Call Jenn for 

more details: 209-648-7947
House for Rent

$1500.00 & Deposit $1700 
2 bedroom, 1 bathroom, 

Large kitchen & livingroom, 
Sinhle car garage, Riverbank

681-9286

Cherry Orchard In the Wood 
Colony

59+/- Acres. Excellent soil 
comprised of 75% Hanford sandy 
loam (HdpA). MID irrigation with 
micro jet sprinklers. 2,500 sq. ft. 
Metal Barn included. $2,330,000 

Simvoulakis Real Estate 
209.985.9700
BRE #705092

900 REAL ESTATE

METAL BUILDINGS
  Provided & installed, in-
terior upgrades available, 

fully engineered, refer-
ences available. 

Active Industrial Contracting
Michael Frost - 613-3548. 

Lic. #735904 (TFN)

Electrical and 
Refrigeration Service

No job to small. Troubleshooting, 
upgrades on home, ranch, dairy, 

and commercial buildings.
209-648-7748

1100 MISCELLANEOUS

LOW COST HOUSING Larg-
est Inventory in Valley of 
Preowned Mobile Homes. 
Approx. 100 to choose from. 
Priced to fit your Budget. 
Transportation Available. DLR. 
209-632-0854.

Noeller Farm
farm & ranch management
Almond, Peaches, Walnuts
custom Almond & Walnuts

(209) 883-2417 or 
(209) 606-2084

Kenyon Organic Services
Organic Consulting Services

Crop and Livestock
Carol Kenyon
(209) 484-1097

ck.cattle23@gmail.com

Martin Reyes 
Land leveling, Discing

Chiseling
Lice.#954989

(209) 605-4079

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

For Sale: 
Heavy Duty Ripper - $2500

Contact Arby: 209-505-0555 or 
text: 209-602-1400

510 LIVESTOCK

Great Plains no-till corn 
planter 8-row model 

YP825A-0830
It has a john blue injection 

pump. Great condition. 
#22,000 OBO phone 209-874-

4042 or 209-765-6298

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

For Sale:
John Deere 5100ML low profile 

with Exact cab
Vrisimo flail mower – 12’ & 8’
PBM 500 gallon sprayer with 
electric valves (never used)
Durand Wayland 500 gallon 

sprayer
Domries float leveler – 12’

Call Joe: 209-404-3326

Verisimo Might Max fail mower. 
Model # SC-100 asking $5000

Orchard float roller 9ft wide 
asking $1000

Text or leave a VM 
209-505-1731

Need help with your Farm 
Labor? 

Call Lencioni Farm Services
209-537-2186

Spring tooth with attached following 
harrow. 8 ft wide, 3 point hook-up 

asking $1000
Brush rake. Rear push. 9ft wide 

adjustable spacing for 4 or 5 forks 
asking $1000

Text or leave VM for 
209-505-1731

Dairy for Rent
Permitted for 614 Cows

With Flush and Freestalls 
400 head open heifer facility

Turlock, Ca
Call 209-678-2632

Estate Sale
Farm Equipment

Antique Automobiles
Call: 209-988-1583

Trailer axle with 
springs $50, has two 
new tires 80" tread, 
Call 209-537-9491

Wanted:
Lease ALMOND Ground

20-40 acres
Denair/Hughson/Waterford

Contact: 209-652-0782
gtintheair@hotmail.com

Wanted:
Cash paid for OLD Barn and 

Shop items; vintage tools, 
unwanted junk, old bottles & 

oil cans
209-774-6582
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ing able to talk to all of the (FFA) members, 
you really do grow friendships,” Gonzalez 
said. 

She also serves as chapter treasurer and 
previously as chapter sentinel, offices she 
said she never would have pursued had it 
not been for the insistence of Costella.
“I never thought I’d be one, but Mrs. C in-
spired me,” Gonzalez said.

Eleventh-grader Arely Reynoso, who cur-
rently serves as chapter reporter, also 
pointed to her advisor for encouraging her 
to pursue an office. 
“If it weren’t for Mrs. Ritts, I don’t think I’d 
be an officer right now,” she said. 

Animals teach responsibility

A highlight for many FFA students is rais-
ing animals beginning in February and 
showing and selling them at the Stanislaus 
County Fair in July.

From "FFA" on page 7

Costella said not only does caring for ani-
mals teach responsibility, but it also em-
phasizes the importance of time manage-
ment.

Garcia, who has shown pigs for two years 
and sheep for a year, can speak from expe-
rience. His pig got sick last year when he 
was out of town, so he had to call around 
for a veterinarian. Garcia credited fellow 
FFA members for helping to get the vet out 
to the school farm to treat the animal.
“It’s like having a kid,” he said. “Obvi-
ously, I’ve never had a kid, but taking care 
of something else that isn’t yourself is a 
great responsibility. I think it really brings 
another level of responsibility.”

Kamilla Gonzalez agreed, saying animals 
also teach time management since students 
are allotted a specific window for feeding 
each day.

Photo courtesy Newman FFA
Her first time in the showring, Madison Beach took reserve 
champion fullblood junior buck and reserve supreme cham-
pion buck for her goat at the 2023 Stanislaus County Fair.

“You need to be there on time to feed — 
you can’t be rushed,” she said. “It’s a big 
commitment and big responsibility.”
Natalya Gonzalez, a senior and chapter 
vice president, has shown two goats, and 
they’ve taught her to be more patient.
“They definitely teach you a lot of life les-
sons and just how to care for animals in 
general,” she said.

During her four years in FFA, Natalya 
Gonzalez said her passion for animal agri-
culture has grown and she wants to study 
animal science or pre-veterinary medicine 
in college. Admittedly a bit squeamish, she 
said her backup plan is to become an ag 
teacher, so she can pass on the lessons she’s 
learned from her instructors.

“I see the way they’ve helped me grow 
and the way they’ve basically taken me in, 
they’re kind of like my second parents,” 
Gonzalez said.

Photo courtesy Newman FFA
Several Newman FFA members attended the Camp Sylvester Leader-
ship Weekend Trip. (top row from left) Luis Chavarin, Bryce Graham, 
Jessica Abrica, Angelina Cruz, Madison Durbala, Madison Beach, 
Rhyan Marroquin, Charlize Lemus, Arely Reynoso, Logan Garcia and 
Oscar “Chino” Tovar.
Bottom Row: Kamilla Gonzalez, Mia Castaneda, Kyleigh Brace, Na-
talya Gonzalez and Miranda Garcia
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YOUR 
LEGACY 
IS OUR 
LEGACY
inquire now! 
№ 1-844-DWN-TREE
DWNTREES.COM 
l f  @davewilson 

www.mid.org

MID keeps water working for you

The Power to Grow

SERVING OUR
AG COMMUNITY

• Dependable water supply

• Irrigation system improvements

• Promoting efficient water usage

• Sustainable use of the
   Tuolumne River 

Lessons Learned in FFA 

By Vicky Boyd

Mark Avilla, who manages his family’s 
walnut orchards near Modesto and runs his 
own public relations firm, considers lessons 
he learned in FFA as the gifts that keep on 
giving.

“I think the benefit of being in FFA was it 
taught me to be confident in myself,” he 
said. “Even if you’re unsure of what you’re 
talking about, being confident in who you 
are goes a long way.”

At the December California Farm Bureau 
annual meeting, Avilla put some of those 
learnings to use during Young Farmers & 
Ranchers Excellence in Agriculture Award 
interviews. In addition to a lengthy ques-
tionnaire that included essay questions, 
the judging process included a 25-minute 
presentation. 

Avilla won first place and traveled to Utah 
to represent California at the January 

American Farm Bureau annual meeting. 
Although he didn’t make it into the Top 10, 
he referred to another lesson from FFA — 
how to lose gracefully.

“You could 
really sulk in 
it or refocus 
your energy 
elsewhere,” 
Avilla said. 
“I treat 
everything 
as a learning 
opportu-
nity, and I 
find the bad 
experiences 
are better (to 
learn from) 
than the 
good ones.” 

For students 
or parents 
of students 
considering 

FFA, Avilla provided these thoughts.

“My advice to students in FFA — or con-
sidering it — would be to get out of your 
comfort zone and get involved. I'm a firm 
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Serving Stanislaus & 
Merced Counties

8016 Winton Way, Winton

Since 1986
•State of the Art Equipment

•80’ Truck Scale
•Maximized Returns

•Owner Operated
•Inshell line complete with 

Satake color sorter
•High Capacity dryer for bin 

or bulk loads

Peter Verdegaal 
209-628-1008

Office 
209-356-0210

believer that we grow when we step out of 
our comfort zones, and FFA is a wonderful 
way to do that. Whether that's running for 
office, participating in speaking or judging 
events, community service work or attend-
ing conferences, there are lots of opportuni-
ties in FFA to grow. So try a little of every-
thing to see what you like. 

“I started my agricultural leadership jour-
ney as a 14 year old in FFA, and I credit 
my experiences in that organization for my 
continued involvement in servant leader-
ship and interest in ag policy today.”

Avilla attended Modesto High School (pic-
tured left, standing far left) and saw FFA as 
a natural extension of 4-H, which he was 
involved in during middle and elementary 
school. He took advantage of several public 
speaking contests, including parliamentary 
procedure, extemporaneous speaking, and 
closing and opening remarks. Avilla also 
showed beef and swine.

Originally, he had considered becoming 
an ag teacher. But he changed his mind 
after attending Modesto Junior College 
and ended up obtaining a bachelor’s de-
gree in ag communications and journalism 
from Kansas State University. Along the 
way, Avilla interned at the Stanislaus Farm 
Bureau and a major public relations firm 
as well as spending three months in an ag 
exchange program in the United Kingdom.
After graduating and working for a year 
at a major public relations agency in Los 
Angeles, Avilla returned to the family farm 
in 2015. A fourth-generation farmer, he said 
he believed it was important to advocate on 
behalf of the industry whenever possible. 
In fact, his Grafted Tree Leadership agency 
focuses on helping young people realize 
their ag leadership potential and providing 
media training.

Avilla became active in YF&R, moving up 
through the ranks to committee chairman 
from 2019-2021. He also was the YF&R 
district 13 representative for Stanislaus and 
Tuolumne counties.

In addition, Avilla is a graduate of Leader-
ship Farm Bureau and participated in the 
county leaders trip to Washington, D.C., 
late last year.

His efforts on behalf of agriculture have not 
gone unnoticed. At the CFBF Annual Meet-
ing, Avilla received the Star Member Award 
— which recognizes an outstanding YF&R 
member who is active within their local 
YF&R committee, county Farm Bureau and 
agricultural community.

“I didn’t expect it,” he said. “I was very 
surprised and at the time, I felt it was like a 
lifetime achievement award type of thing. I 
can’t think of a better way to end my YF&R 
career than winning the Star Award and 
Excellence in Ag in the same year.”

Avilla has since aged out of YF&R, a pro-
gram for those 18 to 35 years old. But he 
said he continues to look for other ways to 
remain active in agricultural leadership and 
tell the industry’s story.
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STANISLAUS COUNTY 
FARM BUREAU 
President’s Club 

What is President’s Club? 

This is our premier level of 
membership that is ideal for 

companies or family businesses. 
It allows individual Farm Bureau 

memberships to be grouped 
together with additional benefits!  

What are the Benefits? 

Assignable Agriculture 
Memberships Advertising and 
promotional benefits Booths at 

events to engage with members! 

Free tickets to events. 

So much more! 

How to Join 
Get in touch with us to learn more! 

(209) 522-7278 
abid@stanfarmbureau.org





YOUR
FUTURE
GROWS
HERE.

The change in agriculture today is just a 
glimpse of what lies ahead. It’s why, more 
than ever, we are committed to being the 
partner you can trust, who understands 
your needs and delivers value to help you 
achieve your goals.

Wherever agriculture goes, we’ll be there, 
alongside you, as you lead the way.

COMMITTED TO 
SERVING YOUR NEEDS.

Visit agloan.com/growyourfuture

A Part of the Farm Credit System.          Equal Opportunity Lender.

Your future grows here
SCAN ME

www.exactcorp.com or call 209.544.8600

To see our complete line of harvesters, sweepers, 
conditioners & orchard cabs, please visit

BUILT BY FARMERS FOR FARMERS…WE UNDERSTAND!BUILT BY FARMERS FOR FARMERS…WE UNDERSTAND!

GREENWORKS UTV’SGREENWORKS UTV’S  
renowned for their incredible 
range and durability!

Information about the 
current rebate programs 
also available.

SWING BY OUR 
SHOWROOM AND 
CHECK THEM OUT!

1295 N. Emerald Ave.
Modesto, CA 95351

Census of Agriculture Re-
veals Rich Data

By Roger Cryan
This week a window opens 
on agriculture that is revealed 
just once every five years.
 
The United States Census 
of Agriculture may be the 
world’s most detailed picture 
of a nation’s farm sector, pro-
viding almost incredible detail 
on farming and farmers at 
the national, state and county 
level, but still assuring confi-
dentiality to the participating 
farmers.
 
USDA’s National Agricultural 
Statistics Service collects and 
reports this information just 
twice a decade, and the rich 

data collected is pored over, analyzed and 
put to heavy use for the next five years. Our 
news release on the survey results high-
lights several key data points. 
 
This detail is invaluable for farmers, for the 
businesses they supply and the businesses 
that supply them, for those who study 
farming, for those who make farm policy 
and, ultimately, for all of us who depend 
on farm production for our food, fiber and 
renewable fuel.
 
Detail on acres devoted to a wide variety of 
crops, down to the county level, is priceless 
for those seeking supplies of farm products 
and seeking to supply farmers, as well to 
the analysis of market supply and food 
policy. Addressing hunger, after all, begins 
on the farm.
 
Knowing where production is helps fore-
cast the impact of this season’s weather – 



and the coming decades’ climate – on farm 
production and rural prosperity. Along 
with detail on land use practices, this iden-
tifies where existing conservation practice is 
working and where new practices can help 
sustain land-healthy production for the 
years to come. And new data on the use of 
precision agriculture provides insight into 
how technology and conservation work 
together on our farms and ranches.
 
Detail on operators’ age and demographics 
is critical for policy makers planning for the 
future of local agriculture, working on rural 
development issues, or working on farm 
policy that supports farmers’ productive ca-
pacity, such as the farm bill currently being 
debated.
 
Detail on farm labor and hiring practices 
for farms identified by their primary com-
modity supports our understanding of 
labor needs and can better define future 

policy, if it is to support the wide range of 
farm goods that this country can supply.
 
Similar commodity-specific detail on farm 
costs, including custom work, supplies, 
and equipment, helps us understand the 
upstream needs of farmers; while the detail 
on marketing practices can show us their 
downstream needs and opportunities. 
 
And if this detail seems, perhaps, a little 
too detailed, know that confidentiality is 
an article of faith to the men and women 
of NASS. The missing data, marked by the 
letter “d” for “disclosure,” in many county 
and state tables are our reassurance that 
your individual data will not be revealed 
among the otherwise rich detail contained 
in the Ag Census. Just ask your state agri-
cultural statistics office, and they will tell 
you – from memory – about the statutes 
protecting your data when you offer it for 
any and all of NASS’ statistical collections.

 
The work done for 
the Ag Census is also 
the foundation for 
all other NASS sur-

veys. It provides them with a clear picture 
of where the farms are and how they can 
build survey samples that are more truly 
representative of agriculture in each state 
and across the country.
 
The Farm Bureau team, along with farmers 
and analysts and advocates across the na-
tion and the world, will be using this latest 
Ag Census for the next five years to inform 
our relationships and our decisions.
 
The world’s need for what farmers do and 
grow isn’t shrinking. In fact, the world 
keeps finding new and bigger needs for 
farmers to supply food, feed, fuel, indus-
trial inputs and, lately, environmental 
services.
 
And yet, every Ag Census finds less farm-
land (20 million acres less in 2022 than in 
2017) and fewer farmers (142,000 fewer) in 
the United States.
 
So let’s use the same rich Ag Census data 
to do something about these losses, and to 
promote and support vibrant, diverse, pro-
ductive and sustainable farming and ranch-

ing in every 
state.
 
In a nut-
shell, the 
Ag Census 
provides 
enormous 
value for 
understand-
ing who is 
farming and 
how we can 
help meet 
their needs 
as they meet 
so many of 
ours.
 
Roger Cryan 
is chief 
economist at 
the Ameri-
can Farm 
Bureau Fed-
eration.
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Mark your calendars for our Regional Meetings. 
Get your tickets today!
Order online at https://stanfarmbureau.org/events/
Use the QR Code
Or give us a call at 209-522-7278
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Tuolumne County 
Farm News

TUOLUMNE COUNTY
BUSINESS MEMBERS 

Contact our office to upgrade your membership today!
(209) 522-7278 abid@stanfarmbureau.org

Thank you to our business members!
A L Gilbert Company

Oakdale, (209) 847-1721
Armstrong Logging

Twain Harte, (209) 586-1384
Aspen Meadow Pack Station

Sonora, (209) 965-3402
Benton Roberson CPAs LLP

Sonora, (209) 586-5236
Blue Mountain Minerals 

Columbia, (209) 533-0127
California Reforestation Inc

Sonora, (209) 840-1326
Canepa & Sons Well Drilling 

Sonora, (209) 532-1136
Cedar Ridge Apple Ranch LLC 

Sonora, (209) 533-9463
Conifer Communications Inc

Sonora, (209) 532-5859

Covers Apple Ranch
Tuolumne, (209) 840-2674

Crook Logging Inc
Groveland, (209) 962-7716

Diestel Turkey Ranch 
Sonora, (209) 532-4950

Doherty Tire of Sonora 
Standard, (209) 532-3484

DSRS Inc.
Sonora, (209) 993-8146

Fulton Trucking Inc. 
Groveland, (209) 962-4350

Hurst Ranch 
Jamestown, (209) 984-3016

Joe Cover & Sons Inc
Tuolumne, (209) 840-2674

Lockhart Appraisal 
Soulsbyville

Mountain Oasis Purified Water LLC
Sonora, (209) 533-9000

Left Coast Land Clearing
Sonora, (209) 536-9174

Sierra Resource Management Inc
Sonora, (209) 984-1146

Tuolumne Utilities District 
Sonora, (209) 770-8902

Twain Harte Lumber & Hardware
Twain Harte, (209) 586-3571

Valley Pacific Petroleum 
Stockton, (209) 948-9412

Yosemite Clean Energy
Mariposa, (209) 800-2831

Yosemite Farm Credit 
Turlock, (209) 667‑2366

Sonora, CA – The public will have one 
last chance to give feedback on Tuolumne 
County’s updated Emergency Operations 
Plan (EOP) to ensure an effective response 
to emergencies.

The last time the EOP was updated was in 
2012, according to county Office of Emer-
gency Services (OES) officials. It outlines 
the roles and responsibilities of govern-
ment agencies, jurisdictional and federal 
partners, private-sector partners, commu-
nity groups, and the public during emer-
gencies. It is designed to be flexible and 
adaptable, reflecting changes in regulato-
ry requirements, hazards, risks, resources, 
preparedness, mitigation, response, and 
recovery capabilities, noted county OES 
officials.

After three public meetings regarding the 
plan’s development, the final draft is now 
available for public review, 

https://www.tuolumnecounty.
ca.gov/1685/Emergency-Operations-Plan. 

The public is encouraged to comment be-
fore it is presented to the Board of Super-
visors for final adoption on March 5.

County officials provided this list of key 
plan developers:

Tuolumne County OES, Sheriff, Fire, and 
EMS - First Responder Agencies - City of 
Sonora - Tribes - Key Stakeholders

Written by Tracey Petersen, 
mymotherlode.com/

What is an Emergency Operations Plan?  

An EOP outlines the overarching roles 

County EOP Update
Tuolumne County OES is updating the Tuolumne County 
Emergency Operations Plan (EOP).

What is an EOP?
An EOP outlines the overarching roles and responsibilities and 
coordination between various Tuolumne County government agencies 
(especially first responder agencies), jurisdictional and federal partners, 
private-sector partners, community groups, and the public, before, 
during, and after an emergency or disaster situation.

While emergency response and recovery activities are contingent upon 
the type and extent of the disaster, the EOP should be flexible and 
adaptable enough to be used in all scenarios.

Why do an update?
The EOP should be updated regularly to ensure it remains relevant and 
effective in responding to new and evolving hazards. Lessons learned 
from past events should be integrated into the plan, and it should reflect 
changes in regulatory requirements, hazards/risks, resources, and 
preparedness, mitigation, response, and recovery capabilities of the 
County.

When will it be completed?
 The EOP Final Draft is now available.
 The EOP Final Draft will be presented to the Board of

            Supervisors for final adoption on March 5, 2024.

How was the public involved?
Per SB 160, a total of three Public Information Meetings were held 
to provide the public an opportunity to participate in EOP development. 
The first two meetings were held prior to draft development to allow for 
public input before plan writing began. The third meeting provided the 
public with the opportunity to review and comment on the second draft 
of the plan, prior to the final draft.

Key Plan Developers:

1. Tuolumne County OES,
Sheriff, Fire, EMS

2. First Responder Agencies
3. City of Sonora
4. Tribes
5. Key Stakeholders

The EOP consists of the Base  
Plan and the following Annexes:

1. Extreme Weather
2. Flood/Dam Failure
3. Geological Event

(earthquake, volcano)
4. Hazardous Materials
5. Terrorism/Civil Disturbance
6. Transportation

Accident/Multi-Casualty
Incident

7. Wildland Fire
8. Debris Management

Learn more about the update process and view 
the 2012 Plan at https://bit.ly/eopwebpage or  
scan the QR Code.

To take the Public Comment Survey visit, 
https://forms.office.com/g/AP4nCmTuhG or scan the 
following QR Code

and responsibilities and coordina-
tion between various Tuolumne 
County government agencies (es-
pecially first responder agencies), 
jurisdictional and federal partners, 
private-sector partners, commu-
nity groups, and the public, before, 
during, and after an emergency or 
disaster situation.  

While emergency response and 
recovery activities are contingent 
upon the type and extent of the 
disaster, the EOP should be flexible 
and adaptable enough to be used in 
all scenarios.
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  "Proudly celebrating over 50 years of excellence in our industry" 

        Bobby Rosa 
     (209) 856-8820  

      brosa@rppins.com

Leroy Rocha 
(209) 856-8839 

lrocha@rppins.com

Lucia Farao 
(209) 856-8846    

  lfarao@rppins.com

  Jeff Wolf 
(209) 856-8821

jwolf@rppins.com

  Leslie Machado 
(209) 856-8814

  lmachado@rppins.com

Tammy Gray
(209) 856-8885 

tgray@rppins.com 

Rosie DeLaCruz 
(209) 856-8840  

rdelacruz@rppins.com

Call us today for a personalized Insurance Consultation! 

(800) 399-7473 • (209) 854-2000 • www.rppins.com

|

EPA Updates Efforts to Address Endan-
gered Species Act Parameters

Source: Brian German, Ag News Director / 
AgNet West

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) has disclosed its roadmap for protecting 
endangered species from pesticide exposure. 
Assistant Administrator Michal Freedhoff 
outlined the EPA’s strategies during a speech to 
the National Association of State Departments 
of Agriculture.

Freedhoff emphasized the EPA’s commitment 
to harmonizing endangered species protection 
with agricultural needs, stating, “Protecting 
endangered species and ensuring we have a 
safe and abundant food supply can go hand 
in hand.” She highlighted the importance of 
balancing agricultural flexibility with ecological 

conservation.

Historically, the EPA has faced challenges in 
aligning pesticide registration under the Fed-
eral Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act 
with the mandates of the Endangered Species 
Act (ESA). This discrepancy has led to legal 
disputes, uncertainties for farmers, and delays 
in species protection.

To address these concerns, the EPA introduced 
its ESA Workplan in April 2022, outlining 
strategies to integrate species protections into 
pesticide regulations while maintaining accessi-
bility for pesticide users. Initiatives such as the 
Vulnerable Species Pilot project were proposed, 
aiming to shield species particularly vulnerable 
to pesticides.

However, stakeholders raised apprehensions 
regarding the feasibility of these strategies. In 

response, the EPA has an-

nounced plans to refine its approaches, expand 
collaboration with the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture (USDA), and enhance stakeholder en-
gagement. The EPA will enhance species map-
ping accuracy to better pinpoint areas requiring 
pesticide protections. By partnering with 
federal agencies and academic institutions, EPA 
aims to develop precise habitat maps, ensuring 
targeted conservation efforts.

The EPA has also signed a memorandum of 
understanding with the USDA’s Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service (NRCS), recogniz-
ing the role of voluntary conservation practices 
in pesticide management. This collaboration 
aims to integrate NRCS practices into pesticide 
labels, offering growers additional compliance 
options. Looking ahead, the EPA also plans 
to introduce online mitigation measures to 
streamline pesticide label updates and explore 
offsetting mechanisms for situations where 
pesticide avoidance is impractical.
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Bank of Stockton has been a stable and secure choice for more 
than 157 years. We offer all of the products and services customers 

expect from a bigger bank along with the advantages of a bank 
that is truly invested in you and your community. 

Fall in love with your bank again with Bank of Stockton!

bankofstockton.com

Bank With UsBank With Us
Love Your BankLove Your Bank

Next Steps for FMMO

Source: Sabrina Halvorson
National Correspondent / AgNet Media

The USDA has finished the Federal Milk 
Marketing Order (FMMO) hearing and is 
now considering more than 12,000 pages 
of testimony as it formulates its plan for 
FMMO modernization. The National Milk 
Producers Federation (NMPF) continues to 
do what it can to ensure that the proposal 
best reflects the interest of dairy farmers 
and their cooperatives.

“We feel that we made, we presented a 
very good hearing record,” Vice President 
for Economic Policy and Market Research, 
Dr. Peter Vitaliano, said on the MMPF’s 

Dairy Defined podcast. “Half the room was 
full of basically USDA-related people. We 
watched them closely for their body lan-
guage and other things, although we’re an 
ex parte, as you know. Communications 
between USDA and the industry are very 
limited just to procedural things.”
Still, he said he’s ‘comfortable’ that the 
members will get a decision that they’re 
able to ‘live with’, but nobody is going to 
get everything they want. 

“That’s pretty clear. USDA is going to give 
… each of the major parties a little some-
thing. The final result will be a market 
improvement over what we have now. 
Federal order pricing formulas, which 
is the only thing this whole hearing was 
about, have basically maintained, by and 

large a fixed structure of the dairy industry 
and over the 25 years or so that those for-
mulas have been in effect the industry has 
changed considerably,” he said. “The for-
mulas are now increasingly out of step with 
what the industry looks like.” He said the 
NMPF proposals 
are to increase the 
formula to match 
where the indus-
try is now and 
where it will be in 
the future. He said 
successful mod-
ernization must 
respect the entire 
industry and 
work for farmers.
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Leadership Farm Bureau Class 
Announced for 2024
Source: California Farm Bureau 

Nine agricultural professionals have been 
chosen for the California Farm Bureau’s 
2024 Leadership Farm Bureau program.

Leadership Farm Bureau class members 
will participate in a 10-month educational 
and development initiative that prepares 
them for leadership roles in Farm Bureau 

and agriculture. The program includes 250 
hours of instruction, with seminars on key 
issues affecting California farmers, ranchers 
and agricultural businesses.

Program participants will learn about 
government and legislation, media and 
communications, public speaking and team 
building. They will also attend lobbying 
sessions in Sacramento and Washington, 
D.C., and meet with lawmakers and admin-
istrative and regulatory officials.

Members of the Leadership Farm Bureau 
class include:

• Ben Abatti III of Imperial County, a third-
generation farmer who grows alfalfa, sugar 
beets, wheat and other forage crops in 
Holtville.

• Alex Arroyo of Monterey County, general 
manager of King City Transplanting in the 
Salinas Valley.

• Tanya Brouse of Butte County, a program 
coordinator for the Butte County Farm Bu-
reau who also works with the Butte Agri-
culture Foundation.

• Sy Honig of Sutter County, a third-gener-
ation farmer, owner of Honig Farms and a 
pest control advisor.

• Jackie Kennedy of Glenn County, founder 
of Knaughty Farms Olive Oil and office 
manager for a family farm growing olives, 
rice and walnuts.

• James Moller of Shasta County, a sev-
enth-generation cattle rancher and a man-
ager for Driscoll’s Inc. focusing on straw-
berry nursery production.

 • Rachel Nettleton of Kern County, execu-
tive director of the Kern County Farm Bu-
reau and a marketing and communications 
professional.

• Harsimerdip “Harry” Sidhu of Sutter 
County, a vice president of First Northern 
Bank in Yuba City who grew up on his 
family’s fruit and nut farm.

 • Danielle Vietti of Tulare County, a vice 
president at AgWest Farm Credit in Tulare 
who specializes in dairy financing.

The California Farm Bureau works to pro-
tect family farms and ranches on behalf of 
more than 26,000 members statewide and 
as part of a nationwide network of 5.8 mil-
lion Farm Bureau members. 
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PBM Supply & MFG., INC.
Quality Agricultural Spray Equipment, Parts and Supplies

www.pbmsprayers.com       www.pbmtanksupply.comSince 1969

PBM Supply & Manufacturing is a local agricultural manufacturing company 
that specializes in the design and construction of sprayers, tank trailers, 
and chemical handling equipment. Give us a call to find a dealer near you.

-Sprayers-   -Tanks-   -Liquid Delivery Trailers-   -Parts & Accessories-          

Fowler Store
877-688-1334
3732 S. Golden 

State Blvd.
Fowler, CA 93625 

HAV Self-Propelled Sprayers Chemical Mixing Trailers

Injection PlatesWalking Beam Sprayers

UTV Sprayers Parts, Accessories, Repair Kits & More

WESTPORT FIREFIGHTER ASSOCIATION

59TH Annual Pancake Breakfast

Sunday February 25,2024

WESTPORT FIRE HOUSE
5160 S. Carpenter Road Modesto

Adults $15.00

Children under 8 $10.00

2023 MJC Winter Industry Tours

Incredible experiences with a group of outstanding young ag-
ricultural leaders within the department. Our mission: to deep 
dive into the world of agriculture, exploring internships, job op-
portunities, and policy’s within the industry.

Day One:
Our first stop, Yosemite Foods! The team there welcomed us and 
shared valuable insights unto the processing facility, offering a 
firsthand look at the heart of their operations. We express our 
gratitude and thankfulness for the opportunity to learn about 
the multitude of job opportunities available within agricultural 
sector. 

Thank you Yosemite Foods for opening your door to us!

Our next stop, Yara International! Yara is an international whole-
sale fertilizer distributor operating through the Port of Stockton, 
where we were warmly welcomed. Their mission is to responsi-
bly feed the world and protect the planet. The team generously 
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shared valuable sights into their processing 
facility, providing a firsthand glimpse into 
the core of their operation. We express im-
mense gratitude for the chance to discover 
yet another amazing job opportunities 
within the agriculture sector. 

Thank you Yara International for giving us 
this opportunity!

Day Two:
Our journey brought us to Secretary of 
CDFA, Karen Ross. We took a deep dive 
into California’s agriculture issues and dis-
cussed the state’s responses. The warmth 
of the California Department of Food and 
Agriculture team provided valuable in-
sights, offering a firsthand look into their 
core operations. We discovered upcoming 
changes in the Dairy program and the chal-

lenges posed by multiple fruit flies affecting 
our crops.

Thank you Secretary Ross and the entire 
staff at CDFA!

The next stop in our travels brought us 
to the California State Capitol, where we 
delved into the political landscape of agri-
culture. Our tour of the capitol was filled 
with rich history, beautiful art, and major 
construction. We are forever grateful for 
this experience.

Our thanks go out to those who met with 
us at the Capitol!

The next stop brought us to Agricultural 
Council of California, where we dove into 
the political landscape of California. En-

gaging with 
lobbyists dur-
ing our tour, we 
acknowledged 
insights into piv-
otal matters like 
water rights and 
political chal-
lenges within 
the agricultural 
sector. We are 
grateful for the 
opportunity to 
explore diverse 
career paths in 

agriculture, this experience not only en-
lightened us but also kindled a passion for 
dynamic opportunities that lie ahead.

Our sincere thanks go out to Dennis Alani, 
Tricia Geringer, Senator Marie Alvarado 
Gil, and Assemblyman Juan Alanis for 
meeting with us in Sacramento!

Next we journeyed to California Farm 
Bureau and got a visit from Blue Diamond 
Growers. We learned about a new e-com-
merce program Blue Diamond growers is 
launching for their membership. Joe and 
Coe discussed marketing and sales tech-
niques and the importance of influencers. 
We wrapped up the day with an exercise 
in leadership hosted by our very own Ryan 
Amaral in his new position at California 
Farm Bureau. Engaging with these com-
panies we garnered valuable insights into 
important matters such as marketing ploys, 
goal setting, and reflection. 

Thank you Blue Diamond Growers and 
Ryan Amaral for meeting with us, as well 
as California Farm Bureau for hosting us 
for the evening!

Day Three:
We ventured back towards Modesto on our 
final day, and visited Corto Olive Company 
in Stockton. We learned about the olive oil 
process from field to table. Additionally, 
we were taught the proper way to store, 
sample and taste olive oil. We discussed the 
global olive oil market and what it takes to 
make high quality olive oil. Did you know 
that Corto is a sister company to Stanislaus 
Food Products?

We are so thankful for Jason, David, Della 
and Roti for giving us their time and 
knowledge as well as being a great final 
stop on our trip!

Last but certainly not least, Morada Pro-
duce Co. This family owned company 
specializes in growing cherries, walnuts, 
onions, and bell peppers.
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tions become available, we will share that information. Staff: Alex 
Biering, abiering@cfbf.com 

CALIFORNIA WATER COMMISSION MEETING 

The California Water Commission will meet at 9:30 a.m. next 
Wednesday, February 21, in the California Natural Resources 
Building’s First Floor Auditorium in Sacramento. On the agenda 
are the first State Water Project (SWP) briefing of the year, includ-
ing an update on project operations, the allocation for the 2024 
water year, the hydrologic outlook, and any planning or opera-
tional decisions to be made this year related to the SWP. SWP 
representatives will also introduce the project’s five-year strate-
gic plan, titled “Elevate to ’28.” The meeting is open to the public 
and will have in-person, streaming, and virtual participation 
options. Staff: Alex Biering, abiering@cfbf.com 

CALIFORNIA IRRIGATION INSTITUTE CONFERENCE FEB. 
26-27 
The California Irrigation Institute, of which Farm Bureau is a 
founding board member and sponsor, will hold its 62nd annual 
meeting on February 26-27 in Sacramento. The conference title 
is “Flowing Futures” and this year’s program features a heavy 
emphasis on remote measuring monitoring, forecasting, and use 

of AI tools. Online registration and 
day-of registration are both avail-
able. Staff: Alex Biering, abiering@
cfbf.com 

Wildfire 
SB 1003 authored by Senator Mo-
nique Limon (D Santa Barbara) 
has been introduced Existing law 
requires a state agency to secure at 
least 3 competitive bids or proposals 
for each contract with a third party 
but establishes exceptions to these 
requirements for specified contracts. 
SB 1003 would include in the list of 
exceptions a contract entered into by 
the Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection for the purpose of provid-
ing logistical support for large-scale 
prescribed fire operations. Staff: 
Peter Ansel; pansel@cfbf.com

From "REVIEW" on page 5
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321 Spreckels Ave.  Manteca, CA 95336     (209)  522-3271      Highway 33 Patterson, CA 95363

PARTS |  SERVICE |  SALES |  LEASING |  RENTALS |  USED EQUIPMENT |  NEW EQUIPMENT

ALSO HANDLES
AGCO HESSTON HAY EQUIPMENT
COMPACT TRACTOR RENTALS
PEERLESS DRYING EQUIPMENT
DONALDSON FILTER

SCHMEISER TILLAGE/ORCHARD EQUIPMENT
JAYLOR FEEDING EQUIPMENT
PARTS & SERVICES ON MOST BRANDS OF EQUIPMENT

Flood Damage Assistance for 
California Growers Available 
From NRCS

Source: Brian German
Ag News Director / AgNet West

California growers dealing with flood dam-
age from storms this year have assistance 
opportunities available from the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA). Funding 
support for farmers and ranchers is being 
made available through the Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program from USDA’s 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS). An announcement of $1 million 
was made as an initial investment in help-
ing agricultural producers address flood-
related damage.

“NRCS in California is committed to as-
sisting agricultural producers recover from 
these recent, devasting rain events, and this 
initial $1 million investment will help get 
farmers back to farming,” NRCS California 
State Conservationist Carlos Suarez said in 
a press release.

The announcement of the support was 
made after a tour of urban and rural com-
munities that experienced varying levels 
of damage from recent storms. Deputy 
Secretary Xochitl 
Torres Small, Un-
dersecretary Robert 
Bonnie, and NRCS 
Chief Terry Cosby 
all participated 
in the tour. The 
delegation visited 
multiple sites in 
San Diego County, 
which included 
two agricultural 
operations near the 
Tijuana River that 
were damaged due 
to recent flooding 
events.

NRCS is also high-
lighting other 
initiatives that are 

available to help communities mitigate 
the risks of flood damage. The Emergency 
Watershed Protection Program (EWP) is a 
recovery effort to address imminent haz-
ards caused by floods and other natural di-
sasters. “EWP allows us to work with local 
sponsors to help damaged watersheds so 
that lives and property are protected, while 
preventing further devastation in the com-
munity,” said Suarez.

The EWP Program provides funding for 
emergency measures, covering up to 75 
percent of construction costs with local 
contributions in cash or in-kind services. 
Eligible projects include addressing debris-
clogged waterways, unstable streambanks, 
erosion-threatening infrastructure, and 
wind-borne debris removal. Sponsors, 
including cities, counties, tribes, or tribal 
organizations, must request assistance 
within 60 days of the disaster occurrence 
and agree to project management responsi-
bilities.

Full Press Release: 

SAN DIEGO, Calif., February 12, 2024 – 
A delegation from the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, including Deputy Secre-
tary Xochitl Torres Small, Undersecretary 
Robert Bonnie (Farm, Production, and 

Conservation), and USDA Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service (NRCS) Chief 
Terry Cosby, toured flood-damaged sites 
throughout San Diego County today. While 
touring damage to urban and rural commu-
nities, $1 million was initially announced 
to help agricultural producers recover from 
January 2024 flood-related damage. 

“NRCS in California is committed to as-
sisting agricultural producers recover from 
these recent, devasting rain events, and 
this initial $1 million investment will help 
get farmers back to farming,” said NRCS 
California State Conservationist Carlos 
Suarez. 

The funding is being made available 
through NRCS’s Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program.

Furthermore, NRCS California reminds 
eligible sponsors that the Emergency Wa-
tershed Protection Program (EWP) helps 
communities address watershed impair-
ments or hazards such as debris removal 
and streambank stabilization after major 
flood events.

“EWP provides immediate assistance to 
communities to mitigate potential haz-
ards to life and property resulting from 
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Boyett Petroleum
209.577.6000 | Boyett.net

601 McHenry Ave, Modesto, 95350

MIKE HEINRICH

209.312.4011 | MHeinrich@boyett.net

Inventory Management Competitive 

Pricing
On Time Delivery

Gas, Diesel, Renewable Diesel, and 

Red Diesel Available

Agricultural Commercial Fuel

Truck & Trailer Delivery

Bobtail Loads Available

flood events and other disasters,” added 
Suarez. “EWP allows us to work with local 
sponsors to help damaged watersheds so 
that lives and property are protected, while 
preventing further devastation in the com-
munity.”

The USDA delegation was hosted by City 
of San Diego and County of San Diego of-

ficials. The tour visited multiple sites near 
National City, and then continued to see 
two agricultural operations damaged near 
the Tijuana River. Additionally, on Febru-
ary 10, NRCS Chief Cosby visited one tribal 
community and one flower nursery dam-
aged by rain events in San Diego’s north 
county. 

The EWP Program is a recovery effort 
aimed at relieving imminent hazards to 
life and property caused by floods, fires, 
windstorms, and other natural disasters. 
All projects must have an eligible project 
sponsor. NRCS may bear up to 75% of the 
eligible construction cost of emergency 
measures (90% within county-wide limited-
resource areas as identified by the U.S. Cen-
sus data). The remaining costs must come 
from local sources and can be in the form of 
cash or in-kind services. 

EWP is designed for installation of recovery 
measures to safeguard life and property as 
a result of a natural disaster. Threats that 
the EWP Program addresses are termed 
watershed impairments. These include, but 
are not limited to: 

Debris-clogged waterways.
Unstable streambanks.
Severe erosion jeopardizing public infra-
structure.
Wind-borne debris removal. 

Eligible sponsors include cities, counties, 
towns or any federally recognized Native 
American tribe or tribal organizations. 
Sponsors must be able to provide the local 
construction share, obtain permits and site 
access and agree to perform operations and 
maintenance of the constructed projects. 
Willing sponsors must submit a formal 
assistance request (by mail or email) to the 
California State Conservationist within 60 
days of the natural disaster occurrence or 
60 days from the date when access to the 
sites become available. For more informa-
tion, potential sponsors should contact their 
local NRCS office. 

Since its inception in 1935, NRCS has 
worked in partnership with private land-
owners and a variety of local, state, and 
federal conservation partners to deliver 
conservation based on specific, local needs. 
Please visit www.ca.nrcs.usda.gov for more 
information about NRCS.

###
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Fruit fly quarantines multiply to pre-
vent threats to farms
Seven counties remain under quarantines in 
a battle to eradicate and stop the spread of 
four different species of invasive fruit flies 
that agricultural officials say could wreak 
havoc on California farms and hundreds 
of crops. The Oriental fruit fly triggered 
quarantines in parts of Santa Clara, Con-
tra Costa, Sacramento, Riverside and San 
Bernardino counties. Portions of Los An-
geles County have been under quarantines 
due to findings of the Mediterranean, Tau 
and Queensland fruit flies. The Queensland 
quarantine largely affects Ventura County 
centered around Thousand Oaks.

Governor announces strategy to pro-
tect salmon populations
As California experiences hotter, drier 
temperatures due to climate change, Gov. 
Gavin Newsom has announced the state’s 
first strategy to protect and help restore 
salmon species to reduce their risk of ex-
tinction. The California Salmon Strategy, 
released last week, is a 37-page document 
that outlines actions state agencies are al-
ready taking to stabilize and recover salm-
on populations. The strategy calls for steps 
including removing barriers and improving 
infrastructure for salmon migration, restor-
ing habitat, protecting water flows in key 
rivers and modernizing hatcheries.

PG&E electric transmission project 
raises concerns in Lodi wine country
Farmers and vintners in northern San 
Joaquin County are expressing concern 
about an electrical transmission project they 
say would bisect farm properties, restrict 
the ability to change crops and negatively 
affect property values in one of the state’s 
top wine regions. Growers with farms in 
the path of the transmission system pro-
posed by investor-owned Pacific Gas & 
Electric Co. and the local municipal power 
provider, Lodi Electric Utility, raised con-
cerns during a virtual meeting last week of 
the California Public Utilities Commission.

Wine sales slow amid messaging dis-
couraging drinking
Winemakers in the U.S. and abroad are 
struggling to sell their product, and lead-

ers in the sector are increasingly focused on 
anti-alcohol messaging. Shanken, a news 
organization that collects data on wine, 
beer and spirits, reports that 2023 was the 
third consecutive year of negative volume 
growth for U.S. wine sales, following more 
than a decade of flattening consumption. 
Some in the wine sector have traced the 
origin of negative health messaging around 
wine to a 2018 study published by The Lan-
cet, which found there was “no safe level” 
of alcohol consumption.
 
Farmers assess damages after recent 
California storm surge
With a respite from stormy weather, farm-
ers say they are surveying for damage and 
waiting for the ground to dry so they can 
access fields and orchards to make repairs 
or do other practices. Historic and deadly 
storms that brought two weeks of rain and 
powerful winds to California led to mud-
slides, flooding and widespread power 
outages and related evacuations. A state of 
emergency was declared for eight South-
ern California counties. Even with farming 
challenges caused by the storms, farmers 
say they are grateful for the winter weather, 
which adds water to the state. 

Valentine’s Day inspires, tests flow-
er retailers and wholesalers
With Valentine’s Day falling on a 
Wednesday and clear skies forecast for 
most regions in the U.S., flower retail-
ers were preparing for a busy Feb. 14. 
Two separate consumer data analyses 
projected record Valentine’s Day flower 
sales this year. The holiday typically trails 
only Mother’s Day in flower sales. For 
California cut flower farmers, the winter 
holiday brought a welcome boost in de-
mand alongside renewed frustration. For 
two years running, dark skies and stormy 
weather have impacted flower crops 
grown in the state for Valentine’s Day.

Researchers strive to ramp up stud-
ies to meet needs of organic farm-
ers
California leads the nation in organic 
agricultural production, accounting for 
more than $14 billion in organic sales 
and 36% of the U.S. organic market in 

2021. Yet research has lagged behind the 
exponential growth of organic farming in 
the state. Now that trend may be changing, 
thanks to an increasing focus on supporting 
organic studies and information sharing. 
With organic studies drawing increasing 
funding interest, researchers and growers 
are looking to identify potential study areas 
that are best connected to day-to-day chal-
lenges of organic farming.

USDA offers grants up to $250,000 
to inspire ‘value-added’ farm prod-
ucts
Federal funding is available under the 
Value-Added Producer Grants program to 
help farmers and ranchers generate new 
products and create marketing opportuni-
ties. The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
may award up to $75,000 for planning 
activities or up to $250,000 for capital ex-
penses related to producing and market-
ing value-added agricultural products. 
USDA said it is interested in proposals for 
initiatives aimed at reducing pollution and 
increasing resilience to impacts of climate 
change. Some $31 million in funding is 
available through the program.
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Have You Heard the Almond Journey Podcast?

ABC’s Almond Journey Podcast channel houses several types of

content. Stay up to date on regulatory issues, learn from your

peers and gain insights into how your assessment dollars are

utilized to drive global demand for California almonds.

Scan below to learn more or search

“Almond Journey” wherever you

get your podcasts.

Stitcher Apple

Spotify Google

Farm Supply Thanks You For Your Support!
As a farmer-owned cooperative we have been providing the 
Products, Services and Expertise that deliver consistent 
results for our growers since 1949.  
Whether you’re a Farmer or a Homeowner; we have you 
covered with the best products and services in the industry.

• Fertilizer
• Crop Protection
• Seed
• Feed
• Livestock 

Equipment
• Animal Health 
• Garden Supplies 
• And More!!!

Modesto
624 E. Service Rd. 

Modesto, CA 95358
(209) 538-7070

Merced
674 S. Highway 59
Merced, CA 95341

(209) 723-0704

Kerman
12800 W. Shields Ave
Kerman, CA 93630

(559) 474-4400

“We Take Care of The Farmer….Because We Are Owned by The Farmer”.
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MJC Wins Big at Cal 
Contest 

MJC took students to the Cal 
Contest hosted at Merced Col-
lege on February 9, 2024. Pic-
tured below. 

Students participated in Job 
Interview, Ag Sales, and Ag 
Marketing! Congratulations to 
all the students!!

In addition MJC won the Quiz 
bowl competition. Pictured 
right. 

Job Interview
Ag Education
1st- Aubrey Swift
3rd- Anahy Yepez

Ag Sales
2nd- Jacob Dugo
3rd- Frances Pierce

Ag Production
1st- Grace Harkrader
2nd- Molly Terpstra

Ag Tech
2nd- Kalin Casey
3rd- Crayton McCafferty

Horticulture
2nd- Taylor Day
3rd- Elainna Dulcich

Ag Marketing
1st- Joseph Avila
Natalie Flores
Ag Sales
1st- Grace Harkrader
Molly Terpstra
Crayton McCafferty
2nd- Sienna Davies

Congratulations to every-
one!
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AgSafe
Modesto 526-4400
Cal Ag Safety
Oakdale 351-7092 

FARM BUREAU SUPPORTING
BUSINESS MEMBERS
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Aemetis Biogas LLC 
Keyes 497-4034
American AgCredit
Turlock 667-5101 
Basi Insurance

        Oakdale (209) 847-3065
Bays Ranch

        Westley  894-3472
BBSI 

         Modesto 576-0322

Beard Land Improvement Co
        Modesto 524-4631

Burchell Nursery
         Oakdale 845-8733

Cortez Growers Association
         Turlock 632-3118

Flory Industries
        Salida 545-1167

Frantz Nursery
         Hickman 874-1459

Grower Direct Nut Company
        883-4890

Haidlen Ford
        Oakdale 847-0356

Heinrich Farms Inc
         Modesto 595-2207 

Hilmar Cheese Company, Inc.
         Hilmar 667-6076

InsureCAL Insurance Agency
         Turlock 250-0269

Farm(x)
        Mountain View 559-608-4410

FISHBIO
        Oakdale 847-6300

Recology Inc
        Westley 395-9506

Rumble Ag Service 
Modesto 545-1848
West Valley Agricultural Service
Westley 894-3121

Anteris
Turlock (559) 472-6415
All West Select Sires
Turlock 667-8378
Boyette Petroleum 

         Modesto 281-7134
Divert Inc. 

        Turlock (513) 680-4147
Exact
Modesto 544-8600

Agri Business Financial Inc
Oakdale 607-0037 
Central Valley Community Bank
Fresno 559-323-3472
Edwards, Lien & Toso
Hilmar 634-9484
Farmers & Merchants Bank
Riverbank 571-4023

Grimbleby Coleman CPA's Inc
Modesto 527-4220
Moss Adams
Stockton 955-6100
Oak Valley Community Bank
Oakdale 844-7500
Vermeulen Company CPA
Ripon 599-5051
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g Stump Construction

Modesto 505-9730
Branelle Properties LLC
Oakdale 595-0256
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r Acosta & DaughtersLLC
Waterford 872-4815
Belkorp Ag LLC, John Deere Dealer
Modesto 538-3831
Coit & Hewes LLC
Modesto 985-0559
Garton Tractor Inc.
Turlock 632-3931

G&F Ag Services 
Escalon 599-8911 
Golden State Dairy Service

        Modesto 557-9484
Hotsy
Modesto 578-3925
Pacific Distributing Inc.
Hughson 883-4032

RAYCO
        Modesto 529-8984

Turlock Auto Parts
Turlock 634-4968
Turlock Dairy & Refrigeration
Turlock 667-6455

Ahlem Foothill Farm
Turlock 874-2477 
Bobby Yamamoto Farms
Westley 835-1750
Braden Farms
Hughson 883-4061
Brian Stewart

         Oakdale 847-8025
Carol Morrett
Hughson 537-6658

Catherine Phipps Walden
        Ballico 667-2409

D & M Ag., 
Denair 667-7783
David Lemos

        Modesto 541-3131
Donlon Farms Inc.
Patterson 892-8543
E Roen Ranches

        Winnemucca 614-5944

Fowler Brother Farming
        Waterford 409-4951

Glory Farms 
        Waterford 522-4302

Hayes Ranch Inc
        Waterford 874-4448

Hilltop Ranch, Inc. 
Ballico 874-1875
Kline Ranch 
Waterford 605-7741 
Knott Farms
Modesto 581-2571

Melvin Wheeler
        Modesto 526-9770

Marchy Dairy 
Ceres 537-0630
McManis Farms Inc
Modesto 541-9345
Melo Farms LLC
Turlock 585-7852
Michael Van Andel
Modesto 531-4667

Nick Blom
        Modesto 522-6140

Redwood Ranches LLC
         Hughson 883-2603

Robert Gioletti 
Turlock 667-6024
Ron Martella Farms
Hughson 883-4819
Schut Ranches
Patterson 892-6226
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Ross W. Lee
Modesto 521-9190
Jensen & Jensen 
Modesto 529-0791
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Honda Kawasaki of Modesto
         Modesto 529-5424

Intero Stanislaus
        Sacramento (916) 671-2358

Smith Chevrolet Co Inc.
Turlock 632-3946

Starkey & Lucas Farming & Cattle
        Ceres 484-0671

Stewart Johnson
        Ceres 602-8899

Victor M Lopes
        Turlock 587-5026

Walter Nicolau
         Denair 538-7600

Weaver Bros
Crows Landing 854-6716
Wyeth Dairy Inc., 
Modesto 545-2101

Hawkins & Associates
Engineering
Modesto 575-4295
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t Benchmark Farm Management

        Riverbank 869-4290
Grover Farm Management
Modesto 602-3031
Lake Road Grizzly Ranch

        Pomona (909) 623-1392
Fisher Capitol Investments 

        Modesto

Fe
ed

\F
ar

m
 S

up
pl

ie
s A.L. Gilbert

Keyes 632-2333
Blue Mtn. Minerals
Columbia, 533-0127 
Conlin Supply
Oakdale 847-8977
NuWest Milling LLC
Hughson 883-1163

In
su

ra
nc

e

Andreini & Company
         Modesto 512-3698

Arrowhead Insurance Agency
Modesto 524-6157
Crivelli Ins & FIn Sv Inc

        Turlock, 668-3319
DiBuduo & DeFendis

        Fresno 557-2759 

GDI Insurance Agency
         Turlock 991-2929

Giddings Corby Hynes Inc
         Modesto 526-3110

Hoobler Insurance Services
         Patterson 601-0418

LG Crop Ins. 
Turlock 262-8140 

Stewart Kriese Ins Agency
        Oakdale, 847-8025 

Toste Insurance Services Inc
        Modesto 338-3585

Western Valley Insurance Associates
        Turlock 634-9031

Winton Ireland Strom & Green
Turlock, Modesto, Livingston and Hilmar
667-0995

Irr
ig

at
io

n\
U

til
iti

es

Customized Water System
Turlock 988-4833
Don Pedro Pumps

        Turlock 632-3161
IJ Larsen Pumps
Modesto 529-2020
Modesto Irrigation District
Modesto 526-7373
Oakdale Irrigation District
Oakdale 847-0341

Turlock Irrigation District
Turlock 883-8374
Waterford Irrigation Supply
Waterford 847-1387

M
is

c.
 S

er
vi

ce
s

Alexandria Perrin LLC
         Modesto 216-7027

Clark Pest Control
Modesto 556-5200
Cover Specialty Services

        Modesto 988-3864
Diane Powers

         Modesto 494-8650
Drone for Hire
Modesto 818-4109

Modesto Nuts Baseball Club
         Modesto 572-4487

Randal Edwards 
         Hilmar 634-9484

R & J Avila
Hilmar 678-1723
Rocha's Valley Enterprises
Oakdale 581-1473
Turlock Driving School 

         Turlock 916-5167
Quality Rodent Control, Inc.
Modesto 225-4124

N
on

-P
ro

fit

Almond Alliance
Modesto 559-5800
Almond Board of California
Modesto 672-9743
CA Farmland Trust 
Elk Grove 916-544-2712
Central Valley Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

         Modesto 789-5123
Modesto Chamber of Commerce
Modesto 577-5757 
Oakdale Chamber of Commerce 
Oakdale 847-2244

N
ur

se
rie

s/
H

or
tic

ul
tu

re Blumen Flower Farm 
        Modesto 648-8995

California Transplants
Newman 862-9420 
Dutch Hollow Farms 

        Modesto 287-6010

Park Greenhouse
        Ripon 599-7545

Roos Tree Nursery
        Empire 847-2520

Morris Nursery
Riverbank 527-5553

Pe
tr

ol
eu

m

George W. Lowry
Salida 545-0791
Valley Pacific Petroleum
Stockton (209) 948-9412
Hunt& Sons, Inc.
Modesto 522-7291
Van de Pol Enterprises
Keyes 667-0236

Pr
oc

es
so

rs

Grizzly Nut 
        Waterford 874-5223

Setton Pistachio of
Terra Bella Inc 

         Terra Bella 559-535-6050
Turlock Walnut Co.
Turlock 668-0955 
Travaille & Phippen
Manteca 599-6111

Re
st

au
ra

nt

Medlen's House of Beef
Oakdale 847-4379
The Fruit Yard
Modesto 577-3093
Rodin Ranch
Modesto 577-3224

Sa
fe

ty

Ve
te

rin
ar

y

Adian Equine
Oakdale 847-8258
Dairy Veterinary Services
Escalon 551-3949

Mapes Ranch
         Modesto 522-1762

MidValley Agricultural Services Inc
         Oakdale 851-3200

Modesto & Empire Traction Co.
        Modesto 524-4631

Nationwide Insurance 
        Sacramento (530) 701-4486

PG&E
        Modesto 726-6303

Rain for Rent
         Stockton 466-5602

Sierra Grain Terminal
        Turlock 667-2002

Stanislaus County Sheriff's Dept.
        Modesto 525-7117

Stanislaus Farm Supply
         Modesto 765-1142

Stanislaus Food Products 
        Modesto 548-3400

TriCal
        Oakdale (831) 245-7611

Yosemite Farm Credit
        Turlock 667-2366

Wenger Ranch Inc. 
        Modesto 576-7111

Linda Squires Insurance Agency
        Hughson 652-

Nicholson Insurance Inc
         Modesto 526-2697

Rico Pfitzer Pires Insurance Agency
        Gustine 854-2000

Schut Insurance Services Inc
        Patterson 892-6226




