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GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS DIVISION  1127 11TH STREET, SUITE 626, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814  TELEPHONE: (916) 446-4647  

 
January 14, 2022 

 
BUDGET 

 
2022-2023 State Budget Proposal 
 

Governor Gavin Newsom has released his proposed State Budget for the 2022-2023 fiscal year. This $286.4 
billion budget is the State’s largest budget to date and includes a $46.7 billion surplus ($20.6 billion of 
which is discretionary). In his press conference on Monday, Governor Newsom outlined his top priorities: 
COVID response, Climate, Homelessness, Cost of Living and Public Safety. Below is a truncated list of 
funding proposals that are of most relevance to agriculture: 
 
AGRICULTURE, GENERALLY 

• $50 million to four CSU University Farms (Cal Poly SLO and Pomona, Chico and Fresno) 
• $287,000 for animal mortality management considering rendering disruptions 
• $537,000 for education/outreach by the State Organic Program 

COVID RESPONSE 
• $2.7 billion for testing, vaccine distribution, hospital support and public health education 

CLEAN ENERGY and TRANSPORTATION 
• $6.1 billion for zero-emission vehicles (ZEV) and charging infrastructure  

o $3.9 billion heavy-duty truck conversion 
o $102 billion passenger vehicle 
o 1 billion ZEV infrastructure and charging stations  

• $100 million green hydro-electric 
• $4 million offshore wind projects 
• $210 million industrial decarbonization 
• $85 million for the Food Processor Investment Program (FPIP)  

CLIMATE CHANGE 
• $150 million Funding Agricultural Replacement Measures for Emission Reductions Program (FARMER) 
• $85 million Healthy Soils Program 
• $48 million livestock methane reduction (includes dairy digesters and alternative manure management) 
• $5 million for research into livestock methane reduction strategies and projects  
• $22 million for technical assistance grants for conservation management plans (i.e. conservation plans, 

carbon sequestration plans, and transition to organic plans to focus on carbon and water actions).  
• $15 million Pollinator Habitat Program 
 

  

 

See "REVIEW" on page 4

Insurance 
The Senate Committee on Insurance held 
an oversight hearing this week focused on 
the California Department of Insurance’s 
(CDI) Sustainable Insurance Strategy. As 
has been previously discussed at length, 
CDI is pursuing a set of new regulations to 
be fully implemented by December 2024 
to restore competitiveness to California’s 
property insurance market and force the 
depopulation of the FAIR Plan. 

The hearing featured testimony from Insur-
ance Commissioner Lara, with additional 
details provided to Senators by Michael 
Martinez, Deputy Director at CDI, and a 

featured speaker during Farm Bureau’s 
recent Annual Meeting. Some interesting 
facts from the hearing: 

• Last year, Consumer Watchdog 
earned $9 million through intervenor ac-
tions against rating plans. Part of the new 
regulations will be focused on limiting time 
delay and the scope of intervenor com-
ments in an effort to more timely complete 
rate filings. 
• CDI will use both emergency rule-
making and regular rulemaking (following 
the full Administrative Procedures Act) 
in order to meet the December 2024 time-
frame. 

• Commissioner 
Lara and Senators 
agreed that continued 
investments in wildfire 
fuels mitigation must 
continue, as those are 
having direct impacts 
on addressing the risks 
that insurers are mod-
eling into rating plans 
that will significantly 
increase costs for prop-
erty coverage. These 
fuels reductions invest-
ments are a direct path 
to control statewide in-
surance costs increases. 
• The FAIR Plan 
has grown too large, 
with over 350,000 home-
owner policies now in 
the FAIR Plan. It is no 
longer an insurer of last 
resort, and CDI plans 
to push the FAIR Plan 

further by requiring comprehensive plan 
offerings, instead of forcing consumers to 
purchase Difference in Condition cover-
age and by increasing per structure limit 
to $20 million from the current $20 million 
parcel limit. The latter will exponentially 
increase FAIR Plan exposure in the specific 
places where insurers have pulled back 
from the market. We hope that Farm Bu-
reau’s sponsored SB 505, establishing the 
commercial clearinghouse in the FAIR Plan, 
will be implemented quickly in 2024 to help 
depopulate FAIR Plan policies back to the 
admitted market. 

The Senators expressed support for CDI’s 
efforts to date, and public comments except 
that from Consumer Watchdog, expressed 
optimism that CDI is acting and that the 
Senate Committee on Insurance is pushing 
CDI to meet the December 2024 goal. Farm 
Bureau provided public comment, noting 
that insurance coverage and costs are hav-
ing significant impacts on farmers across 
the state. You can watch the entire oversight 
hearing here. Staff: Peter Ansel; pansel@
cfbf.com 

Pesticides 
Assemblymember Damon Connolly (San 
Rafael) introduced AB 1864 related to pes-
ticide applications near schools. This bill 
would require a commissioner to require 
a notice of intent to be submitted before a 
person applies a pesticide within 1/4 mile 
of a school site, as specified. The bill would 
require the Department of Pesticide Regula-
tion to require a separate site identification 
number for the portion of an agricultural 
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209-238-3000

field that lies within 1/4 mile of a school. 
The bill would also require the department 
to modify and amend permit applications 
for pesticide use, notices of intent, and pes-
ticide use reporting forms and procedures, 
as they pertain to the portion of an agri-
cultural field that lies within 1/4 mile of a 
school, to include reporting on the specific 
method of applying the pesticide and the 
exact date and time of the start 

and end of the period during which the 
pesticide is to be applied. The bill would 
require the director, in evaluating a coun-
ty’s pesticide use enforcement program, to 
evaluate the county’s effectiveness in en-
forcing the laws and regulations regarding 
applying pesticides near school sites. The 
bill would require the director, on or before 
December 31, 2026, to expand the scope of 
specified related regulations to also apply 
to private schools serving pupils in kinder-
garten or any of grades 1 to 12, inclusive. 
Staff: Chris Reardon, creardon@cfbf.com 

Taxation 
AB 1867 authored by Assemblymember 
Kate Sanchez (R Rancho Santa Margarita) 
has been introduced. The bill would for 
taxable years beginning on or after January 
1, 2024, and before January 1, 2029, cre-
ate a new income personal income gross 
tax deduction, by allowing a deduction in 
computing income for the amount paid by 
a taxpayer as premiums on a homeowners’ 
insurance policy on the taxpayer’s primary 
residence. Staff: Peter Ansel; pansel@cfbf.
com 

SB 927 authored by Senator Brian Dahle 
(R Bieber) has been introduced. The bill 
would, for taxable years beginning on or 
after January 1, 2023, provide an exclu-
sion from gross income taxes for amounts 
received in settlement by a taxpayer to 
replace property damaged or destroyed by 
a natural disaster that was declared a state 
of emergency by both the Governor and the 
President of the United States. Staff: Peter 
Ansel; pansel@cfbf.com 

From "REVIEW" on page 3 SB 952 authored by Senator Brian Dahle 
(R Bieber) has been introduced. The bill 
would allow credits against personal in-
come tax beginning on or after January 1, 
2025, and before January 1, 2030, to a quali-
fied taxpayer for qualified costs relating 
to qualified costs related to wildfire fuels 
and fire risk reduction activities including 
home hardening and vegetation manage-
ment, not to exceed an aggregate amount 
of $500,000,000 in credits per taxable year. 
Staff: Peter Ansel; pansel@cfbf.com 

Wildfire 
SB 945 authored by Senator Marie Alvardo-
Gil (D Modesto) and sponsored by the Cali-
fornia Farm Bureau has been introduced. 
The bill can be 
referred to and 
acted upon 
after February 
18, 2024. The 
bill, the Wild-
fire Smoke 
and Health 
Outcomes Data 
Act, would re-
quire the State 
Department of 
Public Health, 
in consulta-
tion with the 
Department of 
Forestry and 
Fire Protection, 
the Wildfire 
and Forest 
Resilience 
Task Force, 
and the State 
Air Resources 
Board to cre-
ate, operate, 
and maintain 
a statewide 
integrated 
wildfire smoke 
and health data 
platform that, 
among other 
things, would 
integrate wild-
fire smoke and 
health data 

from multiple databases. The bill would 
require the State Department of Public 
Health to develop the data platform. The 
goal of the bill builds on a report from the 
California Council of Science and Technol-
ogy indicating that there is insufficient data 
to understand if the billions of dollars in 
state investments towards wildfire fuels 
mitigation is having any impacts on health 
outcomes from attributed smoke events. 
SB 945 would develop that data source for 
policy makers to better understand all of 
the benefits derived statewide from those 
investments. Staff: Peter Ansel; pansel@cfbf.
com 

AB 1819 authored by Assemblymember 
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Marie Waldron (R San Diego) has been 
introduced. The bill would authorize an 
enhanced infrastructure financing district 
that are at least partially in high or very 
high fire hazard severity zones designated 
by the State Fire Marshal to finance heavy 
equipment to be used for vegetation clear-
ance and firebreaks, fortification of utilities 
against wildfires, and equipment used for 
fire watch, prevention, and fighting. The 
bill has been referred to the Assembly Com-
mittee on Local Government. Staff: Peter 
Ansel; pansel@cfbf.com 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CDFA ANNOUNCES GRANT FUNDING 
FOR HEALTHY SOILS PROGRAM 
CDFA is pleased to announce the availabil-
ity of approximately $12 million in grant 
funding for Healthy Soils Program Incen-
tive Grants. The objectives of the program 
are to increase statewide implementation 
of conservation management practices that 
improve soil health, sequester carbon, and 
reduce atmospheric greenhouse gases. Cali-
fornia farmers, ranchers, business entities, 
California Native American tribes, and non-
profit organizations can apply for awards. 
Applicants may request up to $100,000 per 
project. Priority will be given to applicants 
who are considered Socially Disadvantaged 
Farmers and Ranchers. The program is cur-
rently accepting grant applications and will 
continue to do so until 5 p.m. PST, Friday, 
February 9, 2024. 

“The Healthy Soils Program was developed 
to partner with farmers and ranchers and 
facilitate their preferred methods to draw 

down carbon onto their lands and store it in 
our soils,” said CDFA Secretary Karen Ross. 
“Building up soil’s organic matter and 
biodiversity promotes its lasting health and 
productivity, while also reducing the possi-
bility for erosion. With tremendous thanks 
to our Governor and the California Legisla-
ture for their ongoing support, the Healthy 
Soils Program has awarded more than $105 
million to fund more than 1,500 projects 
over its lifetime, resulting in a combined 
greenhouse gas reduction of more than 1.1 
million metric tons of carbon dioxide emis-
sions over the projects’ lifespans. That’s like 
removing 24,000 gas-powered cars from the 
road for 10 years.” 

CDFA will hold two online workshops to 
provide information about the application 
process. Participants register for the webi-
nars using the links below. Each workshop 
will cover the same content, and for those 
unable to attend, a PowerPoint presentation 
along with other relevant materials will be 
posted on the Healthy Soils Program Incen-
tive Grants webpage: https://www.cdfa.
ca.gov/oefi/healthysoils/IncentivesProgram.
html. 

• Tuesday, January 23, 2024, at 3:00 pm 
– 4:30 pm PST https://us02web.zoom.
us/webinar/register/WN_qsjIpbedQ-
m8B6UFqOrZgA • Wednesday, January 
24, 2024, at 10:30 am – 12:00 pm PST https://
us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_
VUI60B10SRy7tVte08td1A 

Free technical assistance (TA) is available 
to applicants. TA providers’ contact infor-
mation, and other details, can be found at: 

https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/technical/
docs/2023_hsp_taps.pdf and https://ciwr.
ucanr.edu/Programs/ClimateSmartAg/
TechnicalAssistanceProviders/. 

"Through our strong relationships with 
diverse farming communities, our team 
supports the implementation of practices 
that build soil health, use water more ef-
ficiently, and provide an alternative for 
manure management,” said Amber But-
land, a TA Provider who works through the 
CES group. “We strive to provide the best 
assistance possible by offering translation 
services, grant application support, com-
puter access, and one-on-one farm visits." 
The Healthy Soils Program stems from the 
California Healthy Soils Initiative, a collab-
oration of state agencies and departments 
that promotes the development of healthy 
soils on California’s farmlands and ranch-
lands. The Healthy Soils Program is part 
of California Climate Investments, a state-
wide program that puts billions of Cap-
and-Trade dollars to work reducing GHG 
emissions, strengthening the economy, and 
improving public health and the environ-
ment – particularly in disadvantaged com-
munities. For information on eligibility and 
program requirements, prospective appli-
cants should visit the HSP Incentive Grants 
website at www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/healthyso-
ils/incentivesprogram.html.. 

DEFINING REGENERATIVE AGRICUL-
TURE WORK GROUP ESTABLISHED 
The California Department of Food and Ag-
riculture (CDFA) has established a Regen-
erative Agriculture Work Group to assist 
the State Board of Food and Agriculture 
in defining “Regenerative Agriculture” for 
State Policies and Programs. The 13-mem-
ber group represents a diversity of agricul-
tural stakeholders and members of the State 
Board and EFA SPA. 

Regenerative Agriculture Definition Work-
ing Group: 1. Doria Robinson, State Board 
of Food and Agriculture (member) 2. Bryce 
Lundberg, State Board of Food and Agri-
culture (member) and certified regenerative 
organic farmer 3. Derek Azevedo, Bowles 

See "REVIEW" on page 7



The Largest Selection of Heavy Duty Shop Tools and Machinery In Northern California

Modesto (209) 529-8984          Turlock (209) 632-2315
512 River Road                      712 Lander Avenue

RAYCO INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY
Locally Owned and Operated Since 1969

Air Compressors

Steam and High Pressure Cleaners 
Metal Working Tools and Machinery

Automotive Tools and Equipment, Shop Heaters and Coolers
Hand Tools, Abrasives, Saw Blades and Safety Supplies
Power Tools, Wood Working Tools and Machinery

Used Tool and Machinery Dealer
Sales and Service
California Contractors License 708487

6.5" x 3"

Phil Rumble:  
(209) 996-1517 
Matt Rumble:  
(209) 996-8161

Topping    Hedging 
(Fall 2021: Hedging Down to 2’)

Skirting

Dual Mechanical 
Brush Stacking

Almond/Walnut 
Conditioning

Orchard 
Management
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The Clock is Ticking for 
Specialty Crop Growers

By Caleb Herrygers

My family’s fourth-generation farm has 
been growing asparagus in West Michigan 
for decades, but that could soon be chang-
ing.
 
Simply put, there are too many hurdles that 
block my path to growing this nutritious 
crop efficiently and sustainably.
 
The two largest hurdles are surging foreign 
imports from Mexico and Peru, and disas-
trous U.S. labor policies. These problems 
have led many of my neighbors – as well 
as other farmers across the nation – to stop 
growing specialty crops, which include 
fruits, vegetables and nuts, and some other 

commodities not covered under current 
farm safety net programs.
 
First, foreign competitors in the fresh fruit 
and vegetable sector have slowly en-
croached on our domestic markets, squeez-
ing out U.S. farmers. The U.S. imports 
60% of our fresh fruit and 40% of our fresh 
vegetables and the numbers are climbing. 
My family farm simply cannot continue 
to grow asparagus without relief from the 
market pressures of underpriced, subsi-
dized imported asparagus being sold in our 
own backyard. Enhancements to U.S. trade 
law, or other stopgap remedies, must be 
advanced.
 
On top of that, recent changes requiring 
payment of non-farm wages to farm em-
ployees are taking a devastating toll on my 
family’s livelihood.

 We employ around 70 guestworkers 
through the H-2A visa program to pick 
asparagus in the spring. We rely on these 
workers and appreciate them. Frankly, we 
couldn’t farm without them in light of the 
labor shortage. But the red tape and unre-
alistic requirements our government has 
wrapped around the program are forcing 
many of us to reconsider using it, which 
forces a more consequential assessment of 
how we can continue farming.
 
A federal wage formula called the Adverse 
Effect Wage Rate sets mandatory wages 
and is sending them sky high on a year-
over-year basis. Our finances just can’t keep 
up with that. I expect to pay an additional 
$75,000 in labor costs in 2024. That’s after a 
15% increase in 2023… and another sizable 
one in 2022.  

See "CLOCK" on page 23
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BALLICO
209-634-5072 

STOCKTON
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DIXON
707-678-4277 

CROWS LANDING 
209-837-4669

pa csouthwestirr.com 

HOLT
209-92I-60II

February 2, 2024 Stanislaus Farm News  — 7From "REVIEW" on page 5

Farm 4. Dr. Daniel Rath, Natural Resources 
Defense Council 5. Dr. Cynthia Daley, 
Director, Chico State University Center 
for Regenerative Agriculture 6. Elizabeth 
Whitlow, Regenerative Organic Alliance 7. 
Dr. Jeff Dlott, Chair, CDFA Environmental 
Farming Act Science Advisory Panel 8. Dr. 
Qi Zhou- California Association of Re-
source Conservation Districts 9. Matt Byrne, 
Byrne Cattle 10. Blake Alexandre, Alexan-
dre Family Farms 11. Eric Morgan, Braga 
Fresh 12. Krystal Acierto, Deputy Secretary 
for Public Policy, California Environmental 
Protection Agency 13. Virginia Jameson, 
Deputy Secretary for Climate and Working 
Lands, CDFA The Regenerative Agriculture 
Definition Work Group will consider input 
from the public and CDFA’s Environmental 
Farming Act Science Advisory Panel pro-
posed framework to draft a recommenda-
tion for a definition of regenerative agricul-
ture. The draft definition is anticipated to 
be submitted to the State Board for consid-
eration in June 2024. The department antici-

pates up to three public meetings in Sac-
ramento for the group. These meetings, 
estimated to be three hours each, will allow 
the review of feedback provided through 
public listening sessions, discussion on key 
elements of a regenerative definition and 
development of a draft definition for con-
sideration by the California State Board of 
Food and Agriculture. In October of 2022, 
in response to growing interest in “regen-
erative agriculture” and use of the term in 
legislation, CDFA’s State Board of Food and 
Agriculture initiated a public process to de-
fine the term for the purpose of state poli-
cies and programs. In addition to the three 
working group meetings, the public process 
will include a series of five public listen-
ing sessions, two of which have been held 
so far; for information about future listen-
ing sessions, please visit https://www.cdfa.
ca.gov/RegenerativeAg/. The first meeting 
will take place on January 31 from 12:30 
to 3:30 in the CDFA Auditorium at 1220 N 
Street. The final 30 minutes of the meeting 

will be open for public comment. An option 
to listen to the meeting and make public 
comment remotely will be available. Regis-
tration for online participation will be avail-
able on the CDFA website at https://www.
cdfa.ca.gov/RegenerativeAg/. 

VACANCIES 
CDFA ANNOUNCES TWO VACANCIES 
ON THE RENDERING INDUSTRY ADVI-
SORY BOARD 
CDFA’s Meat, Poultry and Egg Safety 
Branch is announcing two vacancies on the 
Rendering Industry Advisory Board. The 
Board makes recommendations to the Sec-
retary on matters pertaining to: 
• Adoption, modification, and repeal of 
regulations and procedures • Rate and col-
lection of license fees and penalties • Post-
ing and noticing changes in bylaws, general 
procedures, or orders • All matters pertain-
ing to Food and Agricultural Code includ-
ing, but not limited to, the inspection and 
enforcement program, annual budget, 
necessary fees to provide adequate services, 
and regulations required to accomplish the 
purposes of the chapter. 
Current vacancies: 

• Industry member – requirements for this 
vacancy include: o Licensed by the Depart-
ment including but not limited to the fol-
lowing: licensed renderers, 
dead haulers, and transporters of inedible 
kitchen grease. 

Public member – requirements for this va-
cancy include: • Experience and expertise 
in water quality, publicly owned treatment 
works, and water infrastructure, or law en-
forcement These vacancies were created be-
cause of an upcoming term expirations. The 
membership terms for both vacancies will 
be 36 months. Board members receive no 
compensation but are entitled to reimburse-
ment for transportation to and from meet-
ings and for per diem expenses for lodging, 
meals, and incidental expenses. Applicants 
interested should submit resumes by March 
1, 2024, to: Mrs. Penny Arana Meat, Poultry 
and Egg Safety Branch 1220 N Street Sacra-
mento, California 95814 penny.arana@cdfa.
ca.gov
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Roofing • fencing • Plywood • Siding

HaRdwaRe • inSulation • windowS • o.S.B.

Denair Location: (209) 632-2494
Riverbank Location: (209) 869-4424
www.DenairLumberCo.com

As another membership service, Farm Bureau members are offered FREE classified advertising in the 
Stanislaus Farm News. Ads must be 18 words or less and only one ad per month per membership (mem-
bership number required.) Ads may be MAILED to the Stanislaus Farm News, or BROUGHT to the SCFB 
office, 1201 L Street, Downtown Modesto. NO PHONE-IN OR FAX free ads will be accepted. Free ads are 
restricted to farm machinery or equipment or unprocessed farm products. Farm jobs wanted or offered will 
also be accepted. No real estate ads and no commercial items or services will be accepted. 209-522-7278

FREE ADS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

Classified Ad's $4.40 per run.
COPY DEADLINE: MONDAY 12 NOON

Sale Alfalfa. Best price, 
great quality. Bigger Bales 
especially suited to horses. 
Cook Valley Angus Ranches 

Modesto 209 996 7365 & 
Available May- Oct

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS 
CUT YOUR ENERGY BILLS  
ELIMINATE DUST & NOISE 

Lowest Prices Guaranteed! Largest 

Selection in the Valley! Windows, Doors, 

Skylights, Soundproofing, Licensed, 

Bonded & Insured. 

Visit Our Showroom: 

1050 Kansas Ave., Modesto

 Cal Comfort Insulating Windows, Inc.

Contractors Lic. #51317 Class C17B

209-527-1310 (TFN)

Wilson Portable Welding 
Structural • Fabrication • 

General Repair 
• Dairy Repair • Ag Repair

•Mobile - 765-3596 
• Shop – 524-3016 (TFN)

RATES: Display rates on request. Terms are cash. Ads should be 
paid for at time of first insertion or immediately after receipt of bill 
if order is placed by telephone or mail.
ERRORS: The Stanislaus Farm News will not be liable for more 
than one incorrect insertion. Errors must be called to the attention 
of the Classified Advertising Department not later than 4 p.m. on 
the Tuesday following publication of the ad. Claims for adjustment 
must be made within 15 days. We reserve the right to reject or 
revise any advertisement. 

120 SPECIAL NOTICES

Woodbridge Spraying
Field Spraying

Orchard Spraying
Backhoe

380-0727 (TFN)

1000 SERVICES

800 For Rent

1000 SERVICES

Orchard Brush Pile
Grinding Service

Brush • Stumps • Huller Twigs
Davis Ag & Ranch Clean Up
CA. Contractor Lic#796783

209-670-5278
We haul Rock, Sand, 

Gravel, Demolition Clean 
Up & Removal, Tree Holes, 

Irrigation Lines & More. 
Lic. # 884701

Home-(209) 848-0538
Cell (209) 525-7715 (TFN)

300 Employment

RON MARTELLA
Custom Nut Harvesting
SHAKING, SWEEPING

AND HARVESTING
883-4819 or 883-0690

PROAG Commercial 
Ag. Spraying

Orchard, vineyard $ herbicide 
applications

209-613-6355 Pat, 209-678-
8072 Matt, 209-613-3227 

Justin
Visit proag.webs.com

Service Mechanic, duties 
include greasing, changes air 
filters and oil, etc. Pays $15/
hour with a harvest bonus. 
Must be willing to work 6 
days a week. Opportunity 

for longer employment based 
on job performance and 
experience. Call Jenn for 

more details: 209-648-7947
House for Rent

$1500.00 & Deposit $1700 
2 bedroom, 1 bathroom, 

Large kitchen & livingroom, 
Sinhle car garage, Riverbank

681-9286

Cherry Orchard In the Wood 
Colony

59+/- Acres. Excellent soil 
comprised of 75% Hanford sandy 
loam (HdpA). MID irrigation with 
micro jet sprinklers. 2,500 sq. ft. 
Metal Barn included. $2,330,000 

Simvoulakis Real Estate 
209.985.9700
BRE #705092

900 REAL ESTATE

METAL BUILDINGS
  Provided & installed, in-
terior upgrades available, 

fully engineered, refer-
ences available. 

Active Industrial Contracting
Michael Frost - 613-3548. 

Lic. #735904 (TFN)

Electrical and 
Refrigeration Service

No job to small. Troubleshooting, 
upgrades on home, ranch, dairy, 

and commercial buildings.
209-648-7748

1100 MISCELLANEOUS

LOW COST HOUSING Larg-
est Inventory in Valley of 
Preowned Mobile Homes. 
Approx. 100 to choose from. 
Priced to fit your Budget. 
Transportation Available. DLR. 
209-632-0854.

Noeller Farm
farm & ranch management
Almond, Peaches, Walnuts
custom Almond & Walnuts

(209) 883-2417 or 
(209) 606-2084

Kenyon Organic Services
Organic Consulting Services

Crop and Livestock
Carol Kenyon
(209) 484-1097

ck.cattle23@gmail.com

Martin Reyes 
Land leveling, Discing

Chiseling
Lice.#954989

(209) 605-4079

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

For Sale: 
Heavy Duty Ripper - $2500

Contact Arby: 209-505-0555 or 
text: 209-602-1400

510 LIVESTOCK

Great Plains no-till corn 
planter 8-row model 

YP825A-0830
It has a john blue injection 

pump. Great condition. 
#22,000 OBO phone 209-874-

4042 or 209-765-6298

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

For Sale:
John Deere 5100ML low profile 

with Exact cab
Vrisimo flail mower – 12’ & 8’
PBM 500 gallon sprayer with 
electric valves (never used)
Durand Wayland 500 gallon 

sprayer
Domries float leveler – 12’

Call Joe: 209-404-3326

Verisimo Might Max fail mower. 
Model # SC-100 asking $5000

Orchard float roller 9ft wide 
asking $1000

Text or leave a VM 
209-505-1731

Need help with your Farm 
Labor? 

Call Lencioni Farm Services
209-537-2186

Spring tooth with attached following 
harrow. 8 ft wide, 3 point hook-up 

asking $1000
Brush rake. Rear push. 9ft wide 

adjustable spacing for 4 or 5 forks 
asking $1000

Text or leave VM for 
209-505-1731

Dairy for Rent
Permitted for 614 Cows

With Flush and Freestalls 
400 head open heifer facility

Turlock, Ca
Call 209-678-2632

Estate Sale
Farm Equipment

Antique Automobiles
Call: 209-988-1583

Trailer axle with 
springs $50, has two 
new tires 80" tread, 
Call 209-537-9491

Wanted:
Lease ALMOND Ground

20-40 acres
Denair/Hughson/Waterford

Contact: 209-652-0782
gtintheair@hotmail.com

Wanted:
Cash paid for OLD Barn and 

Shop items; vintage tools, 
unwanted junk, old bottles & 

oil cans
209-774-6582
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Serving Stanislaus & 
Merced Counties

8016 Winton Way, Winton

Since 1986
•State of the Art Equipment

•80’ Truck Scale
•Maximized Returns

•Owner Operated
•Inshell line complete with 

Satake color sorter
•High Capacity dryer for bin 

or bulk loads

Peter Verdegaal 
209-628-1008

Office 
209-356-0210

Celebrating National Meat 
Week

By Dawn Smith-Pfeifer

I must have missed the memo. In celebra-
tion of #NationalMeatWeek (Jan. 28 – Feb. 
4), I’m pleased to share a few facts about 
beef and pork, below.
 
Beef and pork have been staples in hu-
man diets for centuries, gracing our tables 
in various forms and flavors. While many 
of us are familiar with the basics of these 
meats, there are some fascinating and less-
er-known facts that add an extra layer of 
intrigue to our favorite dishes. How many 
of these facts did you know?
 
What is Wagyu?
When it comes to beef, Wagyu is in a league 
of its own. According to the American 
Wagyu Association, Wagyu were originally 

draft animals used in agriculture and were 
selected for their physical endurance. This 
selection favored animals with more intra-
muscular fat cells, what we call “marbling.” 
It’s the marbling that gives Wagyu beef its 
tenderness and flavor.
 
Pigs, in space?
Well, not literally. But both beef and pork 
have ventured beyond our planet. Astro-
nauts aboard the International Space Sta-
tion have enjoyed beef and pork dishes, 
specially prepared and packaged to with-
stand the challenges of space travel.
 
Why is pork the other white meat?
We’ve all heard the slogan “Pork: The 
Other White Meat,” but do you know 
why pork is classified as such? Unlike red 
meats such as beef, pork is leaner and has a 
lighter color due to lower levels of myoglo-
bin, a protein responsible for the meat’s red 
hue. At the time, chicken was all the rage 
and the campaign was designed to posi-
tion pork as a “healthy” alternative to beef. 

Interestingly enough, studies have shown 
that beef is a great source of 10 essential 
vitamins and minerals.
 
What’s the ZIP in beef?
ZIP stands for zinc, iron and protein. A 
three-ounce serving of beef, which is about 
the size of a deck of cards, supplies 53% 
of our recommended daily intake of zinc, 
14% of our daily iron needs and 51% of our 
protein needs. That's a lot of ZIP!
 
Why are pigs associated with saving?
Ever wonder why saving money is often as-
sociated with piggy banks? The connection 
between pigs and saving dates back to the 
Middle Ages when European potters craft-
ed clay containers shaped like pigs to store 
money. The idea was that the pig, a symbol 
of abundance and good luck, would help 
the owners accumulate wealth over time.
 
What do you get when you mix beef and 
pork?
America’s favorite pizza topping – pepper-

oni – is beef, pork and spices 
like paprika, all rolled into one 
tasty ingredient.
 
So…there you have it. Beef and 
pork, with their rich histories 
and diverse culinary applica-
tions, continue to captivate 
our taste buds and spark our 
curiosity. So, the next time you 
savor a perfectly cooked steak 
or indulge in a succulent pork 
dish, remember the hidden 
tales that make these meats 
not just food but fascinating 
chapters in the book of culinary 
wonders.
 
Oh and it all starts on a farm! ;)
 
Dawn Smith-Pfeifer is content 
and communications director 
at North Dakota Farm Bureau. 
This column was originally 
published by NDFB and is re-
published with permission.

This is one in a series of fact sheets composed by the California Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom (CFAITC). For additional educational 
materials: CFAITC, 2600 River Plaza Drive, Suite 220, Sacramento, CA 95833-3293    (916) 561-5625    (800) 700-AITC    Fax: (916) 561-5697
Email: info@learnaboutag.org    Website: LearnAboutAg.org  ©2020 California Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom. All rights reserved.®

Commodity Fact Sheet

Pork
Information compiled by California Pork Producers Association

How Produced – While a majority of California farms use 
modern farming practices, some farms are specific niche 
markets. Today’s farming combines the best of traditional 

called a ration. Nutritionists carefully develop pig rations 
based on the age, size, and nutrient requirements that 
changes throughout their lifetime. Pigs have stages of 
growth from birth to market: farrowing, weaning, growing, 
and finishing. Baby pigs are raised by their mother or 
sows, for the first month, then they are weaned. Weighing 
between 12-15 pounds, they go to a nursery where they are 
fed solid food, provided fresh water, and kept warm. They 
stay there for four to six weeks and are fed a grower 
ration. They will complete their growth cycle at an average 
market weight of 270 pounds around six months of age.

04/20

Commodity Value – In 2021, 
California ranked 28th in the United States in 
pork production with an inventory of 82,000 pigs valued 
at over $13 million dollars annually. Although 
California makes up less than one percent of the total 
U.S. pork production, it accounts for 13% of the national 
pork consumption. The U.S. is the third largest 
producer and consumer of pork and pork products 
globally, exporting over five billion pounds of 
pork annually. Pork production and pig prices vary 
in a predictable manner during the calendar year. Such 
variation is called seasonality or seasonal variation.

Top Producing Counties – There are four top 
processing plants that are located in the counties of Los 
Angeles, San Joaquin, Glenn, and Merced providing 
more than 11,000 animals per day. Many swine 
operations provide breeding pigs, project pigs, roaster 
pigs, and/or products and services for sale. Pigs are 
raised in every county in the state. Many agriculture 
colleges like CSU Fresno, CSU Chico, Cal Poly SLO, 
UC Davis, Modesto Junior College, and Reedley College 
breed, raise, and sell pigs. 

Nutritional Value – A 3-ounce portion is an excellent 
source of protein, thiamin, B6, phosphorus, and niacin, and 
a good source of potassium, riboflavin, and zinc. It 
contributes six percent of the calories in a 2,000 
calorie diet. Pork is 16% leaner and has 27% less 
saturated fat than 20 years ago due to improved 
breeding and feeding methods, as well as advancements 
in processing.

For additional information:
California Pork Producers
(916) 441-2249
Website: www.calpork.com

History – There are fossils indicating wild pig-like animals 
roamed the earth 40 million years ago. Pigs were 
domesticated in China around 4900 BC and were raised in 
Europe by 1500 BC. Columbus took pigs on his trip to Cuba 
in 1493. Spanish explorer Hernando de Soto, the “father of 
the American pork industry” was the first person to bring pigs 
to America in 1539. With just 13 pigs he settled in Florida. 
Once in America, de Soto’s pig herd grew to 700. Explorers 
used the pigs not only for eating as fresh meat but for salt 
pork and preserved pork. When de Soto died, some pigs ran 
off and became ancestors to today’s feral or razorback pigs 
and some were given to Native Americans as gifts. The pork 
industry in America had begun. Pig production spread 
quickly through the colonies. Hernán Cortés brought hogs to 
New Mexico in 1600 and Sir Walter Raleigh brought sows to 
Jamestown Colony in 1607. As pioneers moved west, they 
took their pigs with them in crates that hung from covered 
wagons. Pork processing facilities started popping up in 
major cities. Pigs were first processed in Cincinnati, which 
became known as “Porkopolis.” 

farming practices with the benefits of 
modern technology. Many California 
farmers believe that raising pigs in 
barns helps them to better care for 
their animals by controlling their 
environment. Many California pigs 
are raised in barns that use 
technology like fans and heaters to 
keep them comfortable all year long. 
Pigs are kept in clean living 
conditions and provided fresh feed 
and water. Most pigs eat a diet that 
consists of corn and soybeans and is 

pigs were bred for superior meat quality and adaptability. In 
European pigs, fatness was selected for. The genetic 
crossbreeding of these two varieties in the 18th and 19th 

Varieties – There are two major forms of domestic pigs,  
European (Sus scrofa) and Asian (Sus indicus). Chinese 

centuries formed a broad genetic 
basis for today’s domestic pig. 
There are over 180 species found in 
every continent of the world except 
Antarctica. The top eight breeds are 
Yorkshire, Hampshire, Berkshire, 
Landrace, Duroc, Chester White, 
Poland China and Spot. In 
California, crossbreeds are the most 
desirable animal in weight, 
conditioning, and carcass quality.
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How Produced – There are approximately 670,000 beef 
cattle on about 11,000 ranches in California. In addition, there 
are 1.72 million dairy cows, which also play an important role 
in the state’s beef industry. Cattle are 
ruminants, which means they have 
a four-chambered stomach. Most 
beef cattle in California graze on 
land that cannot be used for raising 
other crops. There are four types 
of cattle operations; cow-calf, seed 
stock, stocker, and feedlot. Many 
producers have a combination of 
these operations.

Cow-calf producers make up the 
largest segment of California cattle 
operations. These ranchers have a 
herd of breeding cows, replacement 
heifers (young cows), and bulls. The 
cows are bred to calve in the spring or fall. Calves are usually 
sold after they are weaned, at about seven months. After 
weaning, cattle are sent to feedlots for approximately 120 
days where they are fed a high-energy ration of grain and 
hay. Nineteen percent of cropland in the nation is used to 
raise feed grains for livestock. Cattle are good recyclers and 
are often fed agricultural by-products such as almond hulls 
or rice straw.

Once cattle weigh approximately 1,200 to 1,400 pounds, they 
are processed. Ninety-eight percent of each animal is used, 
but less than half is eaten as beef. Cattle provide a multitude 
of by-products that consumers use every day, including 
photographic film, soap, tires, leather, and pharmaceuticals.

Breeds – There are 275 recognized breeds of cattle 
throughout the world. Most breeds in California originated 
from Europe or have a Brahman influence. Brahman cattle 
from India are known for their tolerance to heat.

Cattle brought to the Western Hemisphere by the early 
Spanish explorers were the ancestors of the Texas 
Longhorns. While extremely hardy, these cattle did not 
produce a palatable product. As a result, nineteenth 
century cattle producers imported purebred cattle, 
including European Angus and Hereford, to improve the 
quality of their herds. During the twentieth century, breeds 
such as Charolais, Limousin, and Gelbvieh became more 
prevalent due to their leaner meat characteristics. 

Commodity Value – The sale of cattle and calves 
accounted for $195.8 billion in cash receipts in 2021 and 
was fourth in terms of value in the state’s top 10 
commodities in 2021. Nationally, California ranks fourth in 

total cattle numbers behind Texas, Nebraska, and Kansas. 
Beef and beef products are in the top 10 of California 
exports, bringing in $413 million in 2020.

Top Producing Counties – Beef 
cattle are raised in every county in 
California except San Francisco. Top 
beef cattle producing counties 
include Tulare, Kern, Merced, and 
Imperial. 

cattle to the Western Hemisphere on 
his second voyage to the New World 
in 1493. Spanish explorer Hernando 
Cortez took offspring of those same 
cattle to Mexico in 1519. In 1773, Juan 

Bautista de Anza brought 200 head of cattle to California to 
supply the early California missions.

The hide and tallow trade sustained the California economy 
while it was still under Mexican rule and hides were used as 
currency to buy supplies from Boston trading ships. When 
James Marshall discovered gold in 1848, the beef business 
boomed, feeding the fortune seekers who came to the gold 
fields. Many of the miners soon realized there was more money 
to be made in cattle than in prospecting. 

Nutritional Value – Beef is a nutritionally dense, high-quality 
protein. One three-ounce cooked serving of lean beef 
provides 10 essential nutrients and about half your Daily 
Value of protein. Beef is an excellent source of zinc, selenium, 
niacin, vitamin B12, and vitamin B6, and a great source of 
phosphorous, iron, choline, and riboflavin. There are more 
lean cuts available today than ever before. More than 60 
percent of beef cuts found in a supermarket are considered 
lean by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) standards. 
Beef is also a primary source of monounsaturated fat in diets 
which is the same type of healthy fat found in avocados and 
olive oil. 

For additional information:
California Beef Council
(916) 925-BEEF
Website: www.calbeef.org
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Beef
Information compiled by the California Beef Council
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AgSafe
Modesto 526-4400
Cal Ag Safety
Oakdale 351-7092 

FARM BUREAU SUPPORTING
BUSINESS MEMBERS

Ag
 S

er
vi

ce
s

Ba
nk

in
g\

Fi
na

nc
ia

l

Fa
rm

s/
Da

iri
es

Aemetis Biogas LLC 
Keyes 497-4034
American AgCredit
Turlock 667-5101 
Basi Insurance

        Oakdale (209) 847-3065
Bays Ranch

        Westley  894-3472
BBSI 

         Modesto 576-0322

Beard Land Improvement Co
        Modesto 524-4631

Burchell Nursery
         Oakdale 845-8733

Cortez Growers Association
         Turlock 632-3118

Flory Industries
        Salida 545-1167

Frantz Nursery
         Hickman 874-1459

Grower Direct Nut Company
        883-4890

Haidlen Ford
        Oakdale 847-0356

Heinrich Farms Inc
         Modesto 595-2207 

Hilmar Cheese Company, Inc.
         Hilmar 667-6076

InsureCAL Insurance Agency
         Turlock 250-0269

Farm(x)
        Mountain View 559-608-4410

FISHBIO
        Oakdale 847-6300

Recology Inc
        Westley 395-9506

Rumble Ag Service 
Modesto 545-1848
West Valley Agricultural Service
Westley 894-3121

Anteris
Turlock (559) 472-6415
All West Select Sires
Turlock 667-8378
Boyette Petroleum 

         Modesto 281-7134
Divert Inc. 

        Turlock (513) 680-4147
Exact
Modesto 544-8600

Agri Business Financial Inc
Oakdale 607-0037 
Central Valley Community Bank
Fresno 559-323-3472
Edwards, Lien & Toso
Hilmar 634-9484
Farmers & Merchants Bank
Riverbank 571-4023

Grimbleby Coleman CPA's Inc
Modesto 527-4220
Moss Adams
Stockton 955-6100
Oak Valley Community Bank
Oakdale 844-7500
Vermeulen Company CPA
Ripon 599-5051

Co
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g Stump Construction

Modesto 505-9730
Branelle Properties LLC
Oakdale 595-0256

Eq
ui
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r Acosta & DaughtersLLC
Waterford 872-4815
Belkorp Ag LLC, John Deere Dealer
Modesto 538-3831
Coit & Hewes LLC
Modesto 985-0559
Garton Tractor Inc.
Turlock 632-3931

G&F Ag Services 
Escalon 599-8911 
Golden State Dairy Service

        Modesto 557-9484
Hotsy
Modesto 578-3925
Pacific Distributing Inc.
Hughson 883-4032

RAYCO
        Modesto 529-8984

Turlock Auto Parts
Turlock 634-4968
Turlock Dairy & Refrigeration
Turlock 667-6455

Ahlem Foothill Farm
Turlock 874-2477 
Bobby Yamamoto Farms
Westley 835-1750
Braden Farms
Hughson 883-4061
Brian Stewart

         Oakdale 847-8025
Carol Morrett
Hughson 537-6658

Catherine Phipps Walden
        Ballico 667-2409

D & M Ag., 
Denair 667-7783
David Lemos

        Modesto 541-3131
Donlon Farms Inc.
Patterson 892-8543
E Roen Ranches

        Winnemucca 614-5944

Fowler Brother Farming
        Waterford 409-4951

Glory Farms 
        Waterford 522-4302

Hayes Ranch Inc
        Waterford 874-4448

Hilltop Ranch, Inc. 
Ballico 874-1875
Kline Ranch 
Waterford 605-7741 
Knott Farms
Modesto 581-2571

Melvin Wheeler
        Modesto 526-9770

Marchy Dairy 
Ceres 537-0630
McManis Farms Inc
Modesto 541-9345
Melo Farms LLC
Turlock 585-7852
Michael Van Andel
Modesto 531-4667

Nick Blom
        Modesto 522-6140

Redwood Ranches LLC
         Hughson 883-2603

Robert Gioletti 
Turlock 667-6024
Ron Martella Farms
Hughson 883-4819
Schut Ranches
Patterson 892-6226

At
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Ross W. Lee
Modesto 521-9190
Jensen & Jensen 
Modesto 529-0791

Sa
le

s

Honda Kawasaki of Modesto
         Modesto 529-5424

Intero Stanislaus
        Sacramento (916) 671-2358

Smith Chevrolet Co Inc.
Turlock 632-3946

Starkey & Lucas Farming & Cattle
        Ceres 484-0671

Stewart Johnson
        Ceres 602-8899

Victor M Lopes
        Turlock 587-5026

Walter Nicolau
         Denair 538-7600

Weaver Bros
Crows Landing 854-6716
Wyeth Dairy Inc., 
Modesto 545-2101

Hawkins & Associates
Engineering
Modesto 575-4295

Fa
rm
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t Benchmark Farm Management

        Riverbank 869-4290
Grover Farm Management
Modesto 602-3031
Lake Road Grizzly Ranch

        Pomona (909) 623-1392
Fisher Capitol Investments 

        Modesto

Fe
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s A.L. Gilbert

Keyes 632-2333
Blue Mtn. Minerals
Columbia, 533-0127 
Conlin Supply
Oakdale 847-8977
NuWest Milling LLC
Hughson 883-1163
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Andreini & Company
         Modesto 512-3698

Arrowhead Insurance Agency
Modesto 524-6157
Crivelli Ins & FIn Sv Inc

        Turlock, 668-3319
DiBuduo & DeFendis

        Fresno 557-2759 

GDI Insurance Agency
         Turlock 991-2929

Giddings Corby Hynes Inc
         Modesto 526-3110

Hoobler Insurance Services
         Patterson 601-0418

LG Crop Ins. 
Turlock 262-8140 

Stewart Kriese Ins Agency
        Oakdale, 847-8025 

Toste Insurance Services Inc
        Modesto 338-3585

Western Valley Insurance Associates
        Turlock 634-9031

Winton Ireland Strom & Green
Turlock, Modesto, Livingston and Hilmar
667-0995
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Customized Water System
Turlock 988-4833
Don Pedro Pumps

        Turlock 632-3161
IJ Larsen Pumps
Modesto 529-2020
Modesto Irrigation District
Modesto 526-7373
Oakdale Irrigation District
Oakdale 847-0341

Turlock Irrigation District
Turlock 883-8374
Waterford Irrigation Supply
Waterford 847-1387
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Alexandria Perrin LLC
         Modesto 216-7027

Clark Pest Control
Modesto 556-5200
Cover Specialty Services

        Modesto 988-3864
Diane Powers

         Modesto 494-8650
Drone for Hire
Modesto 818-4109

Modesto Nuts Baseball Club
         Modesto 572-4487

Randal Edwards 
         Hilmar 634-9484

R & J Avila
Hilmar 678-1723
Rocha's Valley Enterprises
Oakdale 581-1473
Turlock Driving School 

         Turlock 916-5167
Quality Rodent Control, Inc.
Modesto 225-4124

N
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Almond Alliance
Modesto 559-5800
Almond Board of California
Modesto 672-9743
CA Farmland Trust 
Elk Grove 916-544-2712
Central Valley Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

         Modesto 789-5123
Modesto Chamber of Commerce
Modesto 577-5757 
Oakdale Chamber of Commerce 
Oakdale 847-2244

N
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re Blumen Flower Farm 
        Modesto 648-8995

California Transplants
Newman 862-9420 
Dutch Hollow Farms 

        Modesto 287-6010

Park Greenhouse
        Ripon 599-7545

Roos Tree Nursery
        Empire 847-2520

Morris Nursery
Riverbank 527-5553

Pe
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George W. Lowry
Salida 545-0791
Valley Pacific Petroleum
Stockton (209) 948-9412
Hunt& Sons, Inc.
Modesto 522-7291
Van de Pol Enterprises
Keyes 667-0236
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Grizzly Nut 
        Waterford 874-5223

Setton Pistachio of
Terra Bella Inc 

         Terra Bella 559-535-6050
Turlock Walnut Co.
Turlock 668-0955 
Travaille & Phippen
Manteca 599-6111
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Medlen's House of Beef
Oakdale 847-4379
The Fruit Yard
Modesto 577-3093
Rodin Ranch
Modesto 577-3224
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Adian Equine
Oakdale 847-8258
Dairy Veterinary Services
Escalon 551-3949

Mapes Ranch
         Modesto 522-1762

MidValley Agricultural Services Inc
         Oakdale 851-3200

Modesto & Empire Traction Co.
        Modesto 524-4631

Nationwide Insurance 
        Sacramento (530) 701-4486

PG&E
        Modesto 726-6303

Rain for Rent
         Stockton 466-5602

Sierra Grain Terminal
        Turlock 667-2002

Stanislaus County Sheriff's Dept.
        Modesto 525-7117

Stanislaus Farm Supply
         Modesto 765-1142

TriCal
        Oakdale (831) 245-7611

Yosemite Farm Credit
        Turlock 667-2366

Wenger Ranch Inc. 
        Modesto 576-7111

Linda Squires Insurance Agency
        Hughson 652-

Nicholson Insurance Inc
         Modesto 526-2697

Rico Pfitzer Pires Insurance Agency
        Gustine 854-2000

Schut Insurance Services Inc
        Patterson 892-6226
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Bays Ranch
Inc.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PRESIDENT'STHANK YOU FOR YOUR PRESIDENT'S
CLUB MEMBERSHIP!CLUB MEMBERSHIP!

Your support plays a vital role in Stanislaus County Farm Bureau's
efforts in defining and addressing the issues facing the Agricultural

Industry. We would like to thank our President's Club Members!

STANISLAUS COUNTY 
FARM BUREAU 
President’s Club 

What is President’s Club? 

This is our premier level of 
membership that is ideal for 

companies or family businesses. 
It allows individual Farm Bureau 

memberships to be grouped 
together with additional benefits!  

What are the Benefits? 

Assignable Agriculture 
Memberships Advertising and 
promotional benefits Booths at 

events to engage with members! 

Free tickets to events. 

So much more! 

How to Join 
Get in touch with us to learn 

more! 

(209) 522-7278 
abid@stanfarmbureau.org

Bays Ranch
Inc.
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Spring Time in the Valley

When it’s Spring time in the Valley
And the buds begin to swell, 
Oh, what a beauty; oh, what a picture
And the fragrance, what a smell – 
Soon the Winter’s rain will stop its 
pouring 
For the grounds are soaking wet
But thank God, He is still in control 
Man has very little to say as of yet. – 
Now the winds have ceased from blow-
ing 
And man can start working the ground

Everything has a season, it’s getting 
time for sowing
Soon the Robins will come signing
And the Meadowlark, how sweet.
With their nest up high a swinging.
For everything has a season
And the Bible tells us so. 
For everything there is a reason,
God would have told us if it were not so

Yours Truly, 
Arby Hoobyar 
(pictured left)



YOUR
FUTURE
GROWS
HERE.

The change in agriculture today is just a 
glimpse of what lies ahead. It’s why, more 
than ever, we are committed to being the 
partner you can trust, who understands 
your needs and delivers value to help you 
achieve your goals.

Wherever agriculture goes, we’ll be there, 
alongside you, as you lead the way.

COMMITTED TO 
SERVING YOUR NEEDS.

Visit agloan.com/growyourfuture

A Part of the Farm Credit System.          Equal Opportunity Lender.

Your future grows here
SCAN ME
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Serving the business law
needs of agricultural

clients since 1992

MS GW ATWOOD DESIRE

https://leemodelaw.com

Snow Survey Shows Conditions Remain Below Average

Source: Brian German, Ag News Director / AgNet West

The second snow survey of the season at Phillips Station highlighted a lack 
of snow for the current water year. “Even though the storms during January 
slightly helped out our snowpack, we’re only about half of where we should 
be for this time of year,” said Sean de Guzman, Manager of the Flood Opera-
tions Section at the California Department of Water Resources.

The results from the snow survey recorded 29 inches of snow depth and a 
snow water equivalent of 10 inches, which is 58 percent of the average for 
this location. “Our statewide snowpack is currently at 52 percent of average 
based off of our automated snow sensor network,” de Guzman explained.

While still below average, the snow readings reflect an improvement from 
just 28 percent of the average on January 1. However, it is also far below the 
levels recorded in 2023. At this 
time last year, the California 
snowpack was measured at 
214 percent of the average. 
During the February snow 
survey at Phillips Station last 
year, officials were standing on 
seven feet of snow. The lower-
than-average snowpack can be 
partially attributed to warmer 
storm systems compared to 
last year.

“Most of the storms we’ve 
had this year have been on the 
warmer side, meaning that 
that rain/snow transition line 
has been creeping up further 
and further compared to years 
past,” said de Guzman. “It’s 
very possible we could see 
above average rainfall com-
bined with below average 
snowpack, which is also re-
ferred to as a ‘snow drought.’”
Although snow conditions are 
trending lower than average, 
water storage levels continue 
to remain strong. “During the 
month of January reservoirs 
have actually captured about 
1.5-million-acre feet of storage, 
which puts our statewide res-
ervoir storage at roughly 116 
percent of average to date,” 
said de Guzman.
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SELF-PROPELLED

SWEEPERS

SPRAYERS

CONDITIONERS

CARTS

LOW-DUST CONDITIONERS

R.O.P.S. E-CABS

FOR EVERY PHASE OF NUT PRODUCTION.. .

Eligible for the

LOW-DUST

Nut Harvester

Replacement Program

by the San Joaquin

Valley Air Pollution

Control District

HARVESTERS LOW DUST
QUALIFIED

NRCS

SP LOW-DUST CONDITIONERS

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!

BUILT BY FARMERS FOR FARMERSBUILT BY FARMERS FOR FARMERS
…WE UNDERSTAND!…WE UNDERSTAND!
exactcorp.comexactcorp.com

To see our complete line 
of harvesters, sweepers, 
conditioners & orchard cabs, 
please scan

Imperial Valley farm harvests jalapeños as Sriracha supplies im-
prove
A vegetable farmer in the Imperial Valley has pulled off an improbable feat 
that may be helping to solve an urgent supply shortage—at least for those 
who crave some extra heat in their rice, soup, noodles or stir-fry. If you tried 
to buy a bottle of Huy Fong Foods’ Sriracha in recent years, you may have 
gone home emptyhanded. The company shuttered its processing plant in 
2022 after running out of its key ingredient: fresh jalapeños. Now, Huy Fong 
is in production again, and a mystery buyer contracted massive quantities of 
the pepper from Imperial Valley grower Alex Jack of Jack Brothers, Inc.

Farmers are turning to automation for transplanting
With farm labor costs increasing, growers continue to look to automation 
to do jobs traditionally done by people. In vegetable farming, equipment 
commonly used to plant delicate seedlings still requires a crew. Manufactur-
ers of fully automated transplanters want to change that, and early adopt-
ers such as Yolo County farmer Ray Yeung say the machines are ready for 
prime time, though they may be cost prohibitive for some farms. Yeung was 
the first in California to acquire the Agriplanter by Agriplant, one of several 
fully automated models now used in the state.

Desert lettuce trials show promise for shallow drip irrigation
Desert lettuce growers may be able to save more than 10 inches of water by 
converting to shallow buried drip irrigation. Two years into a three-year 
study, University of California Cooperative Extension Irrigation and Water 
Management Advisor Ali Montazar said shallow irrigation paired with high-

tech moisture sensors have shown 
promise for significantly reducing 
water and nitrogen use. Preliminary 
results show that converting to drip 
does not significantly affect yield. And 
Montazar said drip produces higher 
quality lettuce by reducing disease 
pressure.

Report: Fresh produce supply 
chain still faces challenges
Global challenges, including weather 
extremes, geopolitical tensions and 
a decreasing and more expensive 
workforce continue to affect players 
along the fresh produce supply chain, 
including growers and suppliers of 
fruits, vegetables, nuts and flowers. 
These observations were reported by 
RaboResearch Food and Agribusiness, 
a market research division of Rabo-
bank, in its report, “The state of the 
global fresh produce industry.” Blue-
berries were especially hard hit, the 
report said, noting that the berry was 
absent last fall in many U.S. supermar-
kets.
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Mark your calendars for our Regional Meetings. 
Get your tickets today!
Order online at https://stanfarmbureau.org/events/
Use the QR Code
Or give us a call at 209-522-7278
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Employer Size Minimum Employer Share of
Training Costs

1-50 10%

51-100 25%

101+ 50%

W H E N  &  W H E R E

SPRING 2024 
SUPERVISORY
DEVELOPMENT
ACADEMY 
This 5 session program addresses
leadership, communication, conflict
resolution, planning, and team
building. Each in-person session
lasts 4 hours with 1-2 hours of
activities to practice new skills on
the job along with small homework
assignments, (attendance is
required to graduate). 

Stanislaus County Farm
Bureau Boardroom
 
English 7:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Spanish 12:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

 March 7
 March 21
 April 4
 April 18
 May 2

Call our office to
sign up! 

(209) 522-7278
or email

Anna Genasci
annag@stanfarm

bureau.org

$500 Per Person
% TO BE REIMBURSED BY STANISLAUS WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 
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California Farm Bureau-Spon-
sored Bill Targets Health and 
Economic Impacts of Wildfire 
Smoke across California

SACRAMENTO – Over the past five years, 
California has experienced unprecedented 
wildfire activity that has devastated nearly 
ten million acres across the state. Wildfire 
smoke has poured in from hundreds of 
miles away, severely impacting air quality 
around regions unaffected by the wildfire 
itself.

This is a direct result of years of misman-
aged forest and wildland strategies that 
have created a new reality for California – 
one in which wildfires burn faster and hot-
ter than ever before, presenting grave dan-
gers to the environment and residents. As 
a result, many people suffered from health 
and economic impacts as they have been 
forced to shelter in place, with businesses 
and schools shutting down, and other daily 
operations coming to a halt.

Senator Marie Alvarado-Gil’s Senate Bill 
945 (The Wildfire Smoke and Health Out-

comes Data 
Act) would 
allow state 
agencies to 
track and 
monitor air 
pollution, 
population 
exposure, 
and cases 
of adverse 
health out-
comes due 
to wildfire 
smoke. 
Using the 
compiled 
data, the 
appropri-
ate agencies 
would be 
able to facil-
itate future 
research 
efforts 
to better 
understand 
the nega-
tive impacts 
of wildfire 
smoke on 
the environ-
ment and 
California’s 
population. 
Currently, 
there is 
insufficient 

data by the state and medical community 
on these health impacts.
 
“Ensuring the well-being of our communi-
ties means understanding the true impact 
of wildfire smoke. Our bill aims to unveil 
the impacts on our population, emphasiz-
ing the urgent need to address forest health 
for a resilient and healthier California,” 
Senator Marie Alvarado-Gil stated.

The California Council of Science and Tech-
nology recently published a report stating 
that improving the health of California’s 
forests not only reduces the risk of wildfire, 
it can also benefit people’s health.
 
Shannon Douglass, President of the Califor-
nia Farm Bureau, weighed in on the sig-
nificance of the bill saying, “Farming and 
ranching communities have been hit direct-
ly by wildfire smoke. At a time when state 
and federal governments, including private 
landowners, are making substantial invest-
ments to mitigate wildfire hazards in our 
forests and woodlands, it is imperative that 
policy makers understand how neglecting 
to invest in our wildfire-prone communities 
can impact health outcomes -- from bring-
ing on respiratory illnesses to pregnancy 
complications -- across the state’s popula-
tion.” 

It is essential that we work with our en-
vironmental partners to create and main-
tain a resilient California, where informed 
research guides our actions, and a commit-
ment to forest health becomes the founda-
tion for a safer, cleaner, and brighter future 
for all.
 
Senator Alvarado-Gil represents the 4th 
Senate District including the Counties of 
Alpine, Amador, Calaveras, El Dorado, 
Inyo, Madera, Mariposa, Merced, Mono, 
Nevada, Placer, Stanislaus, and Tuolumne.

The California Farm Bureau works to pro-
tect family farms and ranches on behalf of 
nearly 26,000 members statewide and as 
part of a nationwide network of 5.3 million 
Farm Bureau members. 
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I.J. Larsen Pumps - 
A Legacy of Service and 
Community Support

Written by Kathryn Kim Ramos, Sisbro 
Innovation Website and Digital Marketing 
Consultant

In the heart of Stanislaus County, Califor-
nia, a remarkable company has been serv-
ing the community since 1910. I.J. Larsen 
Pumps, founded by the Larsen family 
brothers, Ivan and Bob Larsen, has a rich 
history and a legacy of commitment to its 
customers and the community.

In 1990, a dedicated employee named Mike 
Humble joined the ranks of I.J. Larsen 
Pumps as a Technician and eventually rose 
to the position of General Manager.

Mike's journey to this role was marked by 
his service in the United States Navy from 
1975 to 1981, where he honed his skills as 
an aviation electrician. In addition to his 
exemplary service in the United States 
Navy, Mike Humble holds an honorable 

discharge, a testament to his dedication 
and commitment to serving his country 
and, ultimately, his community and fellow 
Veterans through I.J. Larsen Pumps. Little 
did he know that his path would ultimately 
lead him to a new chapter as the owner of 
the company.

In October 2002, Mike Humble and his 
wife, Vicki Humble, took over the reins of 
I.J. Larsen Pumps. This transition marked 
the beginning of a new era for the compa-
ny, characterized by a deep commitment to 
providing the best service to its customers 
and making a positive impact on the com-
munity. Mike's Navy background instilled 
in him the values of discipline, attention to 
detail, and unwavering dedication, quali-
ties that continue to define the company's 
approach to serving its customers.

One of the remarkable stories that emerged 
from I.J. Larsen Pumps is the friendship be-
tween Mike Humble and Bob Larsen. Both 
veterans, Mike and Bob, shared a bond that 
extended beyond their work at I.J. Larsen 
Pumps. Their shared love for planes and 
their strong sense of camaraderie exempli-

fied the company's dedication to teamwork 
and unity.

Another valuable member of the family is 
Mark Crist, affectionately known as "Uncle 
Buck." Mark has been an integral part of the 
company for 36 years and currently serves 
as the Shop Foreman. His dedication and 
support have been valuable and irreplace-
able to I.J. Larsen Pumps.

One of Mike Humble's enduring legacies 
was his commitment to teaching and pro-
viding the best service to customers. His 
passion for his customers was evident in 
every aspect of the business, and this com-
mitment became a cornerstone of I.J. Larsen 
Pumps.

While Mike Humble was out in the field, 
ensuring the pumps were in top shape, 
Vicki Humble worked her magic in the 
community. Vicki's dedication to her faith 
and her genuine love for the community 
made her a strong advocate for local causes 
and initiatives that support the Stanislaus 
County area. The Humble family's involve-
ment in community service has helped 
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shape I.J. Larsen Pumps into more than just 
a business; it's a symbol of community sup-
port and a testament to the importance of 
giving back.

Robin Velthoen, the company accountant, 
has been with the Humble family since the 
beginning and plays a vital role in keeping 
the company's financial affairs in order. Her 
dedication, wisdom and support have been 
instrumental in the company's growth and 
success.

The Humble children grew up around 
pump trucks, imbibing the spirit of dedica-
tion to the family business from a young 
age. Kari Santos, the daughter of Mike and 
Vicki Humble, now serves as the Director 
of Operations at I.J. Larsen Pumps. Kari, 
along with her husband Joshua Santos 
and nephew Josiah Humble, continues the 
legacy of the company and has introduced 
automated green systems to improve the 
company's operations. Kari's passion for 
working alongside her parents, and Busi-
ness partners is a testament to the tight-

knit, family-oriented culture at I.J. Larsen 
Pumps.

I.J. Larsen Pumps specializes in the instal-
lation and repair of water well systems for 
residential, industrial, commercial, and 
agricultural properties. Their dedication 
to providing top-notch service has made 
them an integral part of the community and 
earned them recognition as proud members 
of the Modesto Chamber of Commerce and 
Stanislaus County Farm Bureau. 

Being committed to the community, I.J. 
Larsen Pumps during Coffee Hours events 
raised awareness of the needs of the Salva-
tion Army and collected toy donations. The 
company's commitment to supporting local 
businesses aligns with its broader mission 
of community betterment. 

Kari Santos and Josiah Humble are quick to 
acknowledge that I.J. Larsen Pumps owes 
its success to its faithful customers. The en-
during relationships with those they serve 
have been a driving force behind the com-
pany's growth and continued impact on the 
Stanislaus County community.

I.J. Larsen Pumps stands as a shining ex-
ample of a family-owned business with 
deep community roots, a commitment to 
excellence, and a legacy of service that has 
spanned over a century. Their story is one 
of resilience, camaraderie, and unwavering 
dedication to their customers and the com-
munity they call home. As they persist in 
their service to the residents of Stanislaus, 
San Joaquin, and Merced counties, I.J. 
Larsen Pumps stands as a symbol of what 
can be achieved when a business whole-
heartedly integrates itself into the commu-
nity, putting their faith in God to support 
Stanislaus, San Joaquin, and Merced coun-
ties, and fostering Hope and Faith for a 
better future.
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MJC Dairy Heifer Sale 
Continues Strong Traditions

Written by Paris Cabral and Nicole Morris

Months of hard work in preparation for 
the 20th Modesto Junior College Dairy 
Heifer Sale came to fruition on October 
21st, 2023. The sale featured 30 lots of dairy 
replacement heifers, 2 registered Holstein 
bulls, and 9 lots of semen, accompanied 
by a silent auction. Guests were treated to 
a delicious meal prepared and sponsored 
by Yosemite Farm Credit. Student chair-
men for the event included Paris Cabral 
– Turlock, Logan Silveira – Chowchilla 
and Lauryn Young – Washington, who led 
under the direction of Nicole Morris, Pro-
fessor of Animal Science. Over 50 student 
volunteers have spent the past two semes-
ters caring for and working with the heif-
ers, which were graciously donated by local 
dairy families. This program is made pos-
sible with the support of the incredible ag-
riculture community surrounding Modesto 
Junior College. 

The very first MJC Dairy Sale took place 
in 1985. Hal Carlton, Professor of Dairy 
Science, enacted this program to provide 
students with more opportunites for hands-
on experience with dairy cattle. Mr. Carl-
ton’s vision and leadership 38 years ago 

has served as the foundation for continued 
success in Dairy Science education at MJC. 

In 2021, the MJC Dairy Legacy Award 
began to honor those who have positively 
impacted the dairy program. The idea is to 
award recipients every 2 years at the sale 
for their dedication. Hal Carlton was the in-
augural recipient, and this year he present-
ed the 2022 award to the Genasci Family, 
recognizing Bill, Jim and the late Edwin for 
their continued support of MJC agriculture, 
especially the dairy science program. The 
honorees for 2023 were the Carl Ott Family 
including sons, Tony & Tom Ott who have 
been donors and advisory members for the 
program. 

Today this legacy continues, as our heifers 
prove valuable in connecting students to 
real-life dairy care and management. Fur-
thermore, the funds raised through the sale 

of the heifers are utilized in all aspects of 
the dairy science program. Through the do-
nation or purchase of a heifer, our benefac-
tors help our dairy judging team travel and 
compete on a national level, provide schol-
arships for dairy science students to attend 
MJC and transfer to universities, cover the 
operating expenses of the west campus 
dairy facilities, and support our curriculum 
for two years. The 2023 sale raised over 
$76,000 for the program and the average 
sale price for the heifers was $2,550. This 
year, the highest-selling heifer sold for 
$4,100, which was purchased by John Pires 
Dairy from Gustine, California. 

This event was achieved through the co-
operation of heifer donors, buyers, local 
businesses, MJC faculty, and students. The 
generosity of all involved is greatly appre-
ciated. With this support, Modesto Junior 
College Dairy Science continues to educate 

and develop the future producers, 
stakeholders, and leaders of tomor-
row’s dairy industry. 
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Boyett Petroleum
209.577.6000 | Boyett.net

601 McHenry Ave, Modesto, 95350

MIKE HEINRICH

209.312.4011 | MHeinrich@boyett.net

Inventory Management Competitive 

Pricing
On Time Delivery

Gas, Diesel, Renewable Diesel, and 

Red Diesel Available

Agricultural Commercial Fuel

Truck & Trailer Delivery

Bobtail Loads Available

 In fact, compared to just eight years ago, 
our farm is paying an additional $400,000 
for the same hourly labor. Other farmers 
across the country are also facing dramatic 
increases in labor costs. That’s just not sus-
tainable.
 
Labor costs have skyrocketed, while fresh 
asparagus revenues have been stagnant or 

From "CLOCK" on page 6
decreased during this same period, even 
before accounting for inflation. We cannot 
raise prices to account for the increased 
cost and decreased margins because of the 
import pressure.
 
It’s worth noting that the recent change to 
federal rules is just one of eight rulemak-
ings in the last 18 months to directly affect 

agricultural 
employ-
ers. We’re 
facing an 
avalanche 
of unclear 
government 
mandates 
and red 
tape.
 
The real-
ity farmers 
are facing 
is that the 
federal 
government 
has the 
tools and 
capabilities 
to alleviate 
these prob-
lems con-
fronting the 
U.S. spe-
cialty crops 
sector, but 
nothing has 
been done.
 
It is heart-
ening that 
the farm bill 
is strength-
ening its 
track record 
on spe-
cialty crop 
needs, as 
highlighted 
in a 2023 
column by 
Jon Iverson, 
a specialty 

crop farmer in Oregon.
 
The research dollars, grant funding and 
export marketing programs within the bill 
have been vital to developing better resil-
ience to the unique pressures faced by our 
sector nationwide. Even USDA is exploring 
ways to improve existing programs within 
their current authority. But these programs 
must be legislatively bolstered, and new 
funding sources must be considered. Now, 
with a one-year extension of the farm bill, 
Congress has the additional time it needs to 
forge policy solutions long past due.
 
But these problems cannot be effectively 
addressed if staked on the farm bill alone.
 
Congressional action is also needed to 
modernize our agricultural workforce and 
support our farmers against unfair trade 
practices. Without it, U.S. farm families 
who have relied on fruit and vegetable 
production to put food on their own tables 
– and tables across the country – will be 
forced to consider abandoning this tradi-
tion altogether.
 
As we enter the new year, I hope we can 
resolve as a nation to preserve two tradi-
tions in particular: protecting the farm 
family and sustaining domestic food pro-
duction as a core national security strategy. 
Why national security? Because if a country 
can’t feed itself, it isn’t secure. Remember 
the panic we saw over empty grocery store 
shelves during the COVID-19 pandemic? 
Thank goodness that was temporary.
 
Here’s the bottom line: without changes, 
consumers won’t have the choice to buy 
fresh, locally grown produce — and instead 
will be forced to rely solely on imported 
options for their family meals.
 
There are many opportunities for Congress 
to improve this situation. I encourage them 
to act before it’s too late.
 
Caleb Herrygers is a Farm Bureau member 
and asparagus grower in Michigan.
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State program to compensate ranch-
ers for wolf attacks runs out of money
Less than a year after the state fully imple-
mented a pilot program to compensate 
ranchers for livestock losses and other eco-
nomic impacts caused by wolves, the Cali-
fornia Department of Fish and Wildlife says 
it has run out of money. Ranchers say the 
$3 million allocated for the program does 
not begin to pay for the rising financial 
damage created by the presence of wolves, 
apex predators that are protected under 
state and federal endangered species acts.  
In an announcement, the department said it 
had received 102 applications for compen-
sation and that there may not be enough 
money to cover future applications.

As rice planting surges after drought, 
waterfowl flock to fields
The return of fully planted rice crops to 
the Sacramento Valley following years of 
drought has restored another essential 
feature of the region: migrating waterfowl. 
After harvest, reservoirs replenished by 
last year’s historic storms enabled farm-
ers to flood more of their fields this winter, 
creating wetland habitat for birds. “You 
can’t drive down the road without seeing 
thousands of geese,” said Kim Gallagher, 
who grows rice along Highway 45 in Yolo 
and Colusa counties 
and participates in 
government-funded 
programs that incen-
tivize rice farmers to 
flood their fields for 
wildlife conserva-
tion.  

American Farm 
Bureau Federa-
tion sets policy 
agenda
The American Farm 
Bureau Federation 
has wrapped up its 
annual convention 
in Salt Lake City by 
approving policy 
changes to guide 

the organization’s legislative priorities for 
the year. AFBF delegates reversed policy 
by allowing caps on the annual number 
of temporary guest worker visas, as long 
as they do not restrict farmers and ranch-
ers from using the program to meet labor 
needs. Delegates also agreed to address the 
growth of artificial intelligence in agricul-
ture, which has the potential to enhance 
farming practices but raises some privacy 
rights concerns.

Researchers: Wet weather could in-
crease almond orchard threat
University of California researchers are 
warning almond growers to be on the look-
out for a rare disease that can cause severe 
damage to their orchards. Phytophthora, 
soilborne microorganisms dubbed “water 
molds” because of their dependence on wa-
ter, can cause root and crown rot at the base 
of trees. With heavy rains in the forecast for 
late January and early February, one spe-
cies–Phytophthora syringae–was drawing 
attention due to an unprecedented outbreak 
last winter, fueled by the atmospheric riv-
ers that lashed California.

Grant funds awarded to help citrus 
farmers enhance pollinator habitat

The California Farm Bureau and its part-
ners have received $5 million from the 
California Department of Food and Agri-
culture to implement climate-smart farming 
practices in citrus groves in 11 counties. The 
project, which is part of CDFA’s Healthy 
Soils Block Grant Pilot Program, will focus 
on hedgerow planting, carbon sequestra-
tion and soil management practices, all of 
which create safe pollinator habitat in citrus 
groves. It will fund citrus groves in Fresno, 
Imperial, Kern, Kings, Riverside, San Ber-
nardino, Santa Barbara, Tulare, San Diego, 
Placer and Ventura counties.

Research takes aim at using farm by-
products for fuels and more
University of California researchers are 
sharing new findings on how to access 
the sugars locked up in plant materials to 
convert byproducts into new feedstocks to 
produce fuels, materials and chemicals. The 
findings, published in the journal Green 
Chemistry, can help lower the technological 
barrier and make it easier for the sustain-
able conversion of plant material, including 
agricultural byproducts, said Tina Jeoh, 
a professor of biological and agricultural 
engineering at the University of California, 
Davis, which led research on the project.
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UC Davis launches center to study 
cultivated meat and proteins
The University of California, Davis, is 
establishing a new Integrative Center for 
Alternative Meat and Protein. The center 
will work toward large-scale commercial-
ization and technological advancement of 
alternative proteins, including cultivated 
meat from animal cells grown in large fer-
mentors, plant- and fungal-based foods and 
hybrids that combine conventional meat 
products with alternative proteins. The 
world’s demand for meat is expected to in-
crease 50% to 100% over the next 25 years, 
said Center Director David Block.

USDA announces $207 million effort 
to boost fertilizer, renewable energy 
production  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture will 
invest $207 million in renewable energy 
and domestic fertilizer projects in an at-
tempt to lower energy bills, generate new 
income and strengthen competition for U.S. 
farmers, ranchers and agricultural produc-
ers. The plan was announced by Agricul-
ture Secretary Tom Vilsack at the American 
Farm Bureau Federation convention in Salt 
Lake City. Vilsack said the investments 
“will expand access to renewable energy 
infrastructure and increase domestic fertil-
izer production.”
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Join us for our biggest 
fundraiser of the year! 

Our February
Valentine’s Box Social

Please come and support the auctioning off of 
sweet treats made and brought in by our

Sierra 4-H members!

We are one of the largest clubs in Stanislaus County. Our kids participate in 
many community events and participate heavily at fair. All money raised will
go straight to Sierra 4-H Club. Contact Gina with questions (209) 840-1924

Monday, February 19th @ 6:30pmMonday, February 19th @ 6:30pm
IMDES Hall 5748 Albers Rd, OakdaleIMDES Hall 5748 Albers Rd, Oakdale

Desert Themes: Chocolate, 4-H, Valentine’s - Awards will be given to the most 
creative deserts chosen by our a set of judges and then the Auction Begins!

Hope to see you there!

Hi, my name is Bronc Balaam. I am 13 years old and one 
of the reporters for Sierra 4-H. This is my 7th year in 

Sierra 4-H. I wanted to give you a little inside on things 
that have been going on with the club. Recently the 

Stanislaus County 4-H offered Proficiency Day for the 
kids to take a test and get a pin for their hat. There were 

105 kids who had the chance to participate between 
Beef, Dairy Cattle, Dairy Goats, Market Goats, Market 
Lambs, and Swine. The test is on the kids’ knowledge 

of the animals. There are 4 levels of the test per species: 
90% of the kids earned a pin and 24 kids earned an extra 
achievement pin. Sierra 4-H is having a big fundraiser. 
It's the Valentine's Box Social Dessert Auction February 

19th @ 6:30 pm @ IMDES Hall in Oakdale. We would like 
to invite you! Come out and see the kids and support 

Sierra 4-H and get some yummy treats. 

MKT-16929-A  AECSPAD  20736852

Agriculture: With changing times, does 
your investing strategy need a review?

We're here to help you navigate the market one 
conversation at a time.

Let's talk about your options.

>  edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Justin Ausher
Financial Advisor
6624 3rd St
Riverbank, CA 95367
209-502-7556



February 2, 2024 Stanislaus Farm News  — 27

Premier Provider of Innovative Cleaning, Sanitizing, 
Disinfecting & Water Treatment Solutions since 1976. 

209.578.3925
Equipment | Sales | Service  

PacificBayEquipment.com NORTHERN  
CALIFORNIA           
BAY AREA 
SANTA ROSA 
MODESTO

LEARN  MORE:

$2,720
SAVE! SAVE!

$3,286

230v Motor 
Diesel Burner

3.5 GPM 2000 PSI 
Mod#797SS 

REG PRICE: $9,069

Gas Engine 
Diesel Burner

4.0 GPM 3500 PSI 
Mod#1075SSE 

REG PRICE: $10,955

*25% off if machine needs to be ordered. Offer good 
until 3/31/24. **One-time service only.

 ALL machines  
in stock!*

 FREE 6 Months 
Service on purchase 
of a Stationary 
Pressure Washer -  
a $395** value!

Breakthrough 
Concentrated 
Biodegradable Detergent
5 Gal. & 55 Gal. sizes

Buy One,  
Get One 
FREE!

Awesome World 
Ag Expo Specials

30% off 
 Featuring pressure 

washers to suit every 
need & every budget!

 Drop by our booth AB1 - 
South for extra discounts!

 Ask us how you can get a 
FREE Pressure Washer!

 

Introducing Kattie 
Schmidig-Sanchez

By: Joslyn Horton & 
Anahy Yepez-Saenz

Modesto Junior College Student 
Writers 

Modesto Junior College was lucky 
enough to add a new professor to the 
School of Agriculture this past Fall. 
Professor Schmidig teaches environ-
mental horticulture and plant science 
at MJC.  Schmidig chose these spe-
cialties because she enjoys a class-
room environment where she can 
teach hands-on curriculum. 

Schmidig comes from a family of ed-
ucators with her mom being a special 
education teacher and her dad being 
a high school ag teacher. She wit-
nessed how rewarding the profession 

of teaching 
was growing 
up and the 
impact she 
could have 
on students, 
if she fol-
lowed in 
her parents’ 
footsteps.

As she was 
growing up, 
she was also 
involved 
in FFA and 
4H which 
is why she 
decided that 
teaching 
agriculture 
was a natu-
ral fit and 
topic for her 
to teach. 

Her educa-
tion started 

in Escalon High School where she gradu-
ated and afterwards, she continued on to 
California State University, Chico where 
she obtained her bachelor’s degree in Ag 
Science and Education, along with a mas-
ter’s degree in Agricultural Education. In 
addition, she has a teaching credential from 
CSU, Chico and an administrative creden-
tial through CSU, Stanislaus. 

Before obtaining her position at Modesto 
Junior College, Schmidig taught high 
school agriculture, but she transitioned 
over to college teaching after a year of high 
school Agriculture. She was interested in 
joining the team at MJC because it is a spe-
cial place that truly values student’s educa-
tion and personal growth which attracted 
her to teach at the college.  The School of 
Agriculture has a rich history in the com-
munity and has established relationships 
throughout.  She loves the students, in-
structors, and staff at MJC and that makes 
her workdays enjoyable and rewarding. 

Her hands-on style of teaching is why she 
enjoys teaching the subjects of horticulture 
and plant science so much. In her opinion 
students learn best when they are able to 
apply what they learned in the classroom 
and physically get their hands on the con-
cept in a lab setting.  Because of this, she 
tries to bring as many “real world” experi-
ences into her teaching and remains up to 
date with industry standards. While she 
likes to keep her instruction very engaging, 
she shared with us that the most difficult 
part of teaching for her is being able to get 
students to see and reach their full poten-
tial. Schmidig is the type of teacher that 
wants her students to succeed, and she is 
more than willing to be a big resource for 
them to lean on. 

Although Schmidig is a new addition to the 
School of Agriculture at MJC, she fits right 
in and will be a great asset for them in the 
future. She is caring, determined, and pas-
sionate about her students and her teach-
ings which makes her very approachable in 
the classroom as well as out.
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Farm Supply Thanks You For Your Support!
As a farmer-owned cooperative we have been providing the 
Products, Services and Expertise that deliver consistent 
results for our growers since 1949.  
Whether you’re a Farmer or a Homeowner; we have you 
covered with the best products and services in the industry.

• Fertilizer
• Crop Protection
• Seed
• Feed
• Livestock 

Equipment
• Animal Health 
• Garden Supplies 
• And More!!!

Modesto
624 E. Service Rd. 

Modesto, CA 95358
(209) 538-7070

Merced
674 S. Highway 59
Merced, CA 95341

(209) 723-0704

Kerman
12800 W. Shields Ave
Kerman, CA 93630

(559) 474-4400

“We Take Care of The Farmer….Because We Are Owned by The Farmer”.

Supporting Farm Operations Act 
Introduced in Congress

SOURCE: Brian German
Ag News Director / AgNet West

The Supporting Farm Operations Act, H.R. 
7046, was introduced in the U.S. House 
Representatives last week. It seeks to ad-
dress the high cost of agricultural labor 
by freezing the Adverse Effect Wage Rate 
(AEWR). Introduced by Congressman John 
Moolenaar, the proposed legislation would 
freeze the AEWR for H-2A nonimmigrant 
workers for two years. Wages established in 
2023 would be maintained until the end of 
2025.
Several agricultural industry groups have 
expressed support for the legislation, not-

ing the continually increasing cost of farm 
labor. American Farm Bureau Federation 
Director of Government Affairs, John Walt 
Boatright said the legislation would offer 
some short-term relief to uncertainty in 
the labor market. “It’s a step in the right 
direction to creating a wage standard that 
benefits farmers and employees alike. 
Along with this effort, AFBF will continue 
to press Congress on the full reforms that 
deliver certainty and parity to farmers 
who produce food for America’s families,” 
Boatright noted.
Moolenaar was also among more than 70 
lawmakers who recently raised the issue 
of the AEWR with House and Senate ap-
propriations leaders. The AEWR has been 
increasing steadily over the past 20 years, 
more than doubling since 2005 to a national 

average of $17.55 an hour in 2024. Other 
groups including the National Council of 
Farmer Cooperatives and the U.S. Apple 
Association have also highlighted a need 
for adjusting the AEWR through the Sup-
porting Farm Operations Act.
“This Bill is not everything we need, but it 
is a necessary step, and one that Congress 
can, and must, take to provide immediate 
relief to farmers across the country,” Direc-
tor of US Government Relations for the In-
ternational Fresh Produce Association, John 
Hollay said in a press release. “Congress 
has failed for more than four decades to ad-
dress the agriculture labor crisis.  While we 
will continue to push for the system wide 
reform that is needed, this bill can provide 
immediate relief and ensure that we do not 
lose any more farms across America.”


