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Pictured above: Horticulture program interns MacKenzie Phillips (left) and Elainna 

Dulcich check the root system of a potted coleus plant. 
See full story on page 3
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Stanislaus County Farm Bureau Launches Foundation to Support Agriculture

Modesto, CA  — The Stanislaus County Farm Bureau is proud to announce the launch of its
501(c)(3) Foundation, a transformative initiative dedicated to strengthening the agricultural
community through education, training, and consumer outreach.

The Foundation will focus on three main pillars:
Cultivate: Supporting the next generation of agricultural leaders by providing youth education
programs and scholarships for students pursuing careers in agriculture.
Elevate: Offering training and educational opportunities designed to enhance the skills and
knowledge of growers and elevate the agricultural industry in Stanislaus County.
Educate: Promoting consumer awareness about the origins of their food and the value of
buying local products.

“We are already doing impactful work in these areas, but the establishment of this Foundation
will make it even easier for our community to contribute to projects they are passionate about,”
said Anna Genasci, Director of Education and Communication.

“Stanislaus County is consistently ranked among the top 10 agricultural counties in the state. This
Foundation will provide the support needed in our county to have educational opportunities
focusing on three pillars: OUR STUDENTS in learning about agriculture and the opportunities for
careers; OUR AGRICULTURALIST to support their growth and understanding of producing quality
products and resources they are stewards of; and OUR COMMUNITY so they can understand this
vital part of the culture of Stanislaus County. Education about agriculture, for agriculture, and
expanding the understanding of opportunities in agriculture is the focus of this Foundation,” said
Deanna van Klaveren, Foundation Board Member. 

The Foundation, which was established at the end of 2023, is set to host its first major fundraiser
in the spring of 2025. Funds raised will go directly toward programs and initiatives that support
the agricultural community.

With this initiative, the Stanislaus County Farm Bureau aims to create lasting change and ensure
the agricultural industry thrives for generations to come.

For more information about the Foundation or how to get involved, please contact Anna Genasci,
209-522-7278 or annag@stanfarmbureua.org.

About the Stanislaus County Farm Bureau
Our mission is to serve as the voice of Stanislaus County agriculture at all levels of government,
while providing programs to assist its farms and family members and educate the general public
of needs and importance of agriculture.

AGRICULTURE

matters



January 17, 2025 Stanislaus Farm News  — 3

See MJC on page 4

Modesto Junior College 
Environmental Horticulture

By Vicky Boyd

With nearly 10,000 square feet of space 
under glass, the Modesto Junior College 
greenhouse this time of year is just begin-
ning to fill with potted plants. Adjacent to it 
is an outdoor nursery that’s home to orna-
mental trees and shrubs as well as grape 
vines and fruit trees.

Their resemblance to a commercial nursery 
operation is intentional as they’re designed 
to give students enrolled in MJC Environ-
mental Horticulture classes hands-on expe-
rience in plant identification, propagation, 
potting and nursery operation.

In December, the greenhouse was awash 
with colorful poinsettias grown for the an-
nual MJC Christmas sale. While the event 
garners strong community support, it’s not 

the program’s largest. 

That honor goes to the annual MJC spring 
plant sale scheduled for Saturday, April 5, 
at the East Campus nursery off College and 
Coldwell avenues.

“The spring one is definitely larger than 
this one, but this one is still pretty substan-
tial,” said MJC Environmental Horticul-
ture Professor Kattie Schmidig-Sanchez, 
referring to the poinsettia sale. “In spring, 
we have lots of perennials and landscape 
plants and trees and vegetables. We get (the 
trees) in as bare root in January, and the 
students learn about bare root, pot them 
and sell them as No. 5s.” The number refers 
to what loosely used to be called a 5-gallon 
container.

In addition to the two large sales, gardeners 
and homeowners can purchase plants year-
round at the MJC Nursery and Country 
Store on the main campus during regular 
weekday hours. Proceeds from plant sales 

are reinvested into the Environmental Hor-
ticulture program.

Many of the nursery’s offerings are class 
lab projects that range from propagation 
to planting and potting, Schmidig-Sanchez 
said.

The program’s greenhouse in which many 
of the plants are grown on the East Campus 
serves as a kind of living laboratory for stu-
dents. The adjacent outdoor nursery pro-
vides them experience with perennials as 
well as hardening greenhouse plants, trans-
planting and grafting. Together, they’re 
home to more than 400 different varieties.
Each semester, Schmidig-Sanchez teaches 
two classes that use the nursery for lab ex-
ercises. In the spring, for example, they are 
Plant Identification and Usage 1 and Plant 
Propagation.

On a recent greenhouse visit, trays filled 
with pots of colorful coleus were promi-
nent. That’s because they’re relatively easy 

for students to grow from cuttings, 
Schmidig-Sanchez said. Propa-
gating hardwoods is much more 
difÏcult.

The nursery also is used for gen-
eral education courses that don’t 
have lab requirements such as 
Introduction to Plant Science or for 
related programs like soil science.
In the works is a tissue culture 
laboratory, where students will 
learn first-hand how plants are 
clonally propagated under near-
sterile conditions using meristem 
cells. 

Setting up such a facility involves 
installing tissue culture incubators, 
HEPA filters and a new climate-
control system, Schmidig-Sanchez 
said. She hoped to have it up and 
running in a corner of the green-
house by the beginning of the 
2025-26 school year.

A love of plants
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For Elainna Dul-
cich, a sopho-
more majoring 
in environmen-
tal horticulture 
science, ag 
science and 
plant science, 
being around 
plants literally 
changed her life. 
Having grown 
up near Mari-
posa and been 
involved in FFA 
for four years, 
she had always 
planned to be-
come a veteri-
narian.

While in 
high school, 
“I took a vet 
science class 
and thought, 
this definitely 
isn’t for me,” 
said Dulcich, 
also an MJC 
horticulture 
intern. “I took 
a horticulture 
class and I just 
absolutely fell 
in love with 
the environ-
ment.”

Attending the 
high school 
senior day at 
MJC just re-
inforced her 
adoration of 
the field.

“This is exactly 
where I needed 
to be,” Dulcich 
said.

Once she completes her MJC requirements, 
she plans to transfer to California State 
University, Fresno, to seek ag teaching 
credentials. Dulcich also hopes to obtain 
a master’s degree so she can teach at the 
college level, following in the footsteps of 
Schmidig-Sanchez.

A resident of Oakdale, Schmidig-Sanchez 
received her bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees from CSU Chico. She then taught at 
Hughson High School for nine years before 
moving to MJC more than a year ago.

Schmidig-Sanchez’s minor is animal sci-
ence, but she taught both plant and animal 
science in high school. 

MJC 

Environmental 

Horticulture 

Professor Kat-

tie Schmidig-

Sanchez (left) 

and student 

intern MacKenzie 

Phillips pose in 

front of perennial 

landscape plants 

in the college’s 

outdoor nursery.



January 17, 2025 Stanislaus Farm News  — 5

321 Spreckels Ave.  Manteca, CA 95336     (209)  522-3271      Highway 33 Patterson, CA 95363

PARTS |  SERVICE |  SALES |  LEASING |  RENTALS |  USED EQUIPMENT |  NEW EQUIPMENT

ALSO HANDLES

AGCO HESSTON HAY EQUIPMENT

COMPACT TRACTOR RENTALS

PEERLESS DRYING EQUIPMENT

DONALDSON FILTER

SCHMEISER TILLAGE/ORCHARD EQUIPMENT

JAYLOR FEEDING EQUIPMENT

PARTS & SERVICES ON MOST BRANDS OF EQUIPMENT

“The hands-on experience with plant sci-
ence was great, and I just connected with 
it,” she said. “Now, I wouldn’t trade it for 
anything. I love teaching horticulture and 
this side of it.”

Growing up in Woodland, freshman MacK-
enzie Phillips knew she wanted a career in 
agriculture at a young age.

“I grew up around ag,” said Phillips, an ag 
business major and a horticulture intern. 

“There were a lot of seed companies near 
us. In high school I started in FFA, and it 
took me more into the ag department.”

Many of the Yolo County seed companies 
also had greenhouses, but Phillips said she 

didn’t know much about the structures 
until she attended MJC.

“So it’s been super interesting to see,” Phil-
lips said.

Trends in plants

Environmental horticulture isn’t just about 
producing plants. Fashion, societal, busi-
ness and financial trends also go into it. 
Dulcich, for example, said she learned 
about price increases from last year to this 
year for the foil wrappers put around poin-
settia pots.

The demand for house plants also has 
exploded, Schmidig-Sanchez said. The 
growth began about seven years ago before 

COVID and has continued.

Young people, in particular, are 
interested in plants. In California, 
the recent droughts have driven 
sales of drought-tolerant land-
scape plants, she said.

Fashion plays a role, particularly 
with colors. This year, the MJC 
greenhouse was home to eight 
poinsettia colors ranging from 
traditional red to pinks and even 
the red-and-white-striped “Candy 

Cane” variety.

“Last year, pink and Candy Cane both sold 
out before red,” Schmidig-Sanchez said. 
“They like those variety in colors. I think it 
parallels with home décor trends — it’s not 
just green and red.”

For Dulcich and Phillips, propagating poin-
settias was definitely a learning experience.
“We had no idea that poinsettias started out 
green and then grew into colors,” Dulcich 
said.

Edible landscaping also has become popu-
lar, whether it’s patio-grown vegetables, 
potted herbs or fruit and nut trees, Schmi-
dig-Sanchez said. Because more urban 
dwellers are doing their own landscaping 
and lawn care, she said low-maintenance 
plants have grown more popular. And the 
demand for native plants has enjoyed an 
uptick. 

“We’d like to bring in more natives — that’s 
an area we’d like to grow,” said Nick Tobin, 
horticulture program specialist who helps 
manage the greenhouse and a former MJC 
student.

One of the challenges is many are difÏcult 
to propagate, he said. For every 10 plants 
successfully propagated, they typically start 

with 100 and most 
won’t make it.

Tobin, who was born 
on an Iowa hog farm, 
said the challenge of 
keeping plants alive 
year-round and man-
aging for the different 
needs of individual 
species is what makes 
his job interesting.

“My thinking was 
I wanted to try to 
teach something, fix 
something and grow 
something,” he said 
of his motivation. 
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Sale Alfalfa. Best price, great 
quality. Bigger Bales especially 
suited to horses. Cook Valley 

Angus Ranches Modesto 209 996 
7365 & Available May- Oct

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS CUT 

YOUR ENERGY BILLS  ELIMINATE 

DUST & NOISE 
Lowest Prices Guaranteed! Largest Selection in the 

Valley! Windows, Doors, Skylights, Soundproofing, 

Licensed, Bonded & Insured. 

Visit Our Showroom: 

1050 Kansas Ave., Modesto

 Cal Comfort Insulating Windows, Inc.

Contractors Lic. #51317 Class C17B

209-527-1310 (TFN)

Wilson Portable Welding 

Structural • Fabrication • General 
Repair 

• Dairy Repair • Ag Repair
•Mobile - 765-3596 

• Shop – 524-3016 (TFN)

RATES: Display rates on request. Terms are cash. Ads should be paid for at time 
of first insertion or immediately after receipt of bill if order is placed by telephone 
or mail.
ERRORS: The Stanislaus Farm News will not be liable for more than one incor-
rect insertion. Errors must be called to the attention of the Classified Advertising 
Department not later than 4 p.m. on the Tuesday following publication of the ad. 
Claims for adjustment must be made within 15 days. We reserve the right to reject 
or revise any advertisement. 
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Woodbridge Spraying
Field Spraying

Orchard Spraying
Backhoe

380-0727 (TFN)

1000 SERVICES

800 For Rent

1000 SERVICES

Orchard/Vineyard 
removal

Attrition piles too 
Davis Ag

209-670-5278

We haul Rock, Sand, Gravel, 
Demolition Clean Up & Removal, 

Tree Holes, Irrigation Lines & More. 
Lic. # 884701

Home-(209) 848-0538
Cell (209) 525-7715 (TFN)

RON MARTELLA
Custom Nut Harvesting
SHAKING, SWEEPING

AND HARVESTING
883-4819 or 883-0690

PROAG Commercial 
Ag. Spraying

Orchard, vineyard $ herbicide applica-
tions

209-613-6355 Pat, 209-678-8072 
Matt, 209-613-3227 Justin

Visit proag.webs.com

METAL BUILDINGS
  Provided & installed, interior upgrades 
available, fully engineered, references 

available. 
Active Industrial Contracting
Michael Frost - 613-3548. 

Lic. #735904 (TFN)

Electrical and 
Refrigeration Service

No job to small. Troubleshooting, 
upgrades on home, ranch, dairy, and 

commercial buildings.
209-648-7748

1100 MISCELLANEOUS

LOW COST HOUSING Largest Inventory 
in Valley of Preowned Mobile Homes. Ap-
prox. 100 to choose from. Priced to fit your 
Budget. Transportation Available. DLR. 
209-632-0854.

Noeller Farm

farm & ranch management
Almond, Peaches, Walnuts
custom Almond & Walnuts

(209) 883-2417 or 
(209) 606-2084

Kenyon Organic Services

Organic Consulting Services

Crop and Livestock

Carol Kenyon

(209) 484-1097

ck.cattle23@gmail.com

Martin Reyes 

Land leveling, Discing Chiseling
Lice.#954989

(209) 605-4079

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

For Sale: 

Heavy Duty Ripper - $2500
Contact Arby: 209-505-0555 or text: 209-

602-1400

510 LIVESTOCK

For Sale:
John Deere 5100ML low profile with Exact 

cab
Vrisimo flail mower – 12’ & 8’

PBM 500 gallon sprayer with electric valves 
(never used)

Durand Wayland 500 gallon sprayer
Domries float leveler – 12’

Call Joe: 209-404-3326

Verisimo Might Max fail mower. Model # 
SC-100 asking $5000

Orchard float roller 9ft wide asking $1000
Text or leave a VM 

209-505-1731
Need help with your Farm 

Labor? 

Call Lencioni Farm Services
209-537-2186

Spring tooth with attached following harrow. 8 
ft wide, 3 point hook-up asking $1000

Brush rake. Rear push. 9ft wide adjustable 
spacing for 4 or 5 forks asking $1000

Text or leave VM for 
209-505-1731

Dairy for Rent

Permitted for 614 Cows

With Flush and Freestalls 

400 head open heifer facility

Turlock, Ca

Call 209-678-2632

Trailer axle with 
springs $50, has two 
new tires 80" tread, 
Call 209-537-9491

Wanted:
Cash paid for OLD Barn and 

Shop items; vintage tools, 
unwanted junk, old bottles & 

oil cans
209-774-6582

Premier California Properties
Ag/Investment Properties

Marcus Haney
Realtor #01917446

Contact me at 209/605-6727
www.premiercaproperties.com

Orchard & wild land tree 

piles. Smokeless 

conversion to biochar on 

site. Davis Agriculture 

(209) 670-5278

Hampton Ranch, CA
Almond, walnut, kiwi grower

Almond Firewood
150-20 lb. trays of kiwi fruit

$25/tray = $1.20/pound
No minimum required, 

Delivery available
(209) 648-3249 or (209) 874-4894

3/4 inch METAL PIPE, 10 FOOT 
SECTIONS, 700 PCS.
Tom (209) 402-9870 or 

Bob (209) 402-9873

For Sale

’67 2T Chevy Truck w/16’ Bed, 21’ Trailer 
$12,000

‘60s Yale 5k Forklift $6,000
Bin Trailers $1,500/ea

Contact: 209-988-0700
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Ford 3400 runs well
12 attachments, Diesel 

Needs a new home
$9000/obo

Call 209-479-6214

Rene’s mobile notary
Notary Public

Certified loan signing 
agent 

Call for a quote 
Cal 209-252-4641

Insured Bonded Certified 

Weiss McNair 9800 Calif Special PTO almond 
pickup machine

Thomas discharge cart
4 super carts 

Thomas elevator
Duran Wyland 500 gal PTO air blast sprayer 

Kubota M9960 tractor
Schmeiser 10 foot float

10 foot orchard float
PBM HAV 300 weed sprayer 

10 foot offset disk
Cotton trailer 

Call Lane, 209-484-0882



The Largest Selection of Heavy Duty Shop Tools and Machinery In Northern California

Modesto (209) 529-8984          Turlock (209) 632-2315
512 River Road                      712 Lander Avenue

RAYCO INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1969

Air Compressors

Steam and High Pressure Cleaners 
Metal Working Tools and Machinery

Automotive Tools and Equipment, Shop Heaters and Coolers
Hand Tools, Abrasives, Saw Blades and Safety Supplies
Power Tools, Wood Working Tools and Machinery

Used Tool and Machinery Dealer

Sales and Service

California Contractors License 708487
Phil Rumble:  

(209) 996-1517
 

Matt Rumble:  

(209) 996-8161

Topping    Hedging 
(Fall 2021: Hedging Down to 2’)

Skirting

Dual Mechanical 
Brush Stacking

Almond/Walnut 
Conditioning

Orchard 
Management
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California Farm Bureau 
responds to state budget plan

California Farm Bureau President Shannon 
Douglass commented on the budget plan 
announced today by Gov. Gavin Newsom:

“Fees, taxes and increasing labor costs con-
tinue to negatively impact California food 
producers. The latest data shows that the 
state lost more than 7,000 farms and fal-
lowed nearly 1.5 million acres of productive 
lands in the past five years, all while costs 
increased more than $150,000 per farm in 
the same timeframe. These are family farms 
and businesses disappearing from Califor-

nia at an alarming pace, prevent-
ing opportunities for beginning 

farmers and underserved populations from 
any pathway to launch agricultural busi-
nesses.  

“We’ve heard promises from legislative 
leaders about focusing on California’s 
affordability, and we hope that every 
regulation and law that the governor and 
Legislature propose keeps affordability top 
of mind. It’s clear that any action on key 
issues such as Cap-and-Trade reauthoriza-
tion, the insurance crisis and agricultural 
overtime laws must work for farmers and 
ranchers and, importantly, the employees 
who put food on our tables. Only with 

agriculture as a partner will the governor’s 
goals to advance economic development in 
rural communities find success. The future 
of California’s rural economies depends on 
it.”

The California Farm Bureau works to pro-
tect family farms and ranches on behalf of 
more than 26,000 members statewide and 
as part of a nationwide network of 5.8 mil-
lion Farm Bureau members.

###
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Parabug Brings Innovation to 
Pest Management

By: Anna Genasci  

Jaclyn Bennett Shares the Journey of Com-
bining Drones and Beneficial Insects

At the 2024 California Farm Bureau Annual 
Meeting in beautiful Monterey, California, 
agricultural innovators and leaders gath-
ered to discuss solutions to modern farm-
ing challenges. One such innovator, Jaclyn 
Bennett, General Manager of Parabug, took 
center stage to share her company’s story 
and its groundbreaking approach to inte-
grated pest management (IPM).

From College Experiment to Industry In-
novation

The idea for Parabug began back in 2013 
when Bennett and her husband, Chandler, 
were still students 
at Cal Poly. Jaclyn, 
who holds a degree 
in Horticulture Sci-
ence with a minor 
in Plant Protection, 
explained how 
Chandler combined 
his passion for 
drone technology 
with agriculture. 
While experiment-
ing in an IPM class, 
he wondered why 
beneficial insects, 
often applied by 
hand, couldn’t 
be distributed by 
drones.

“Drones need a 
light payload, and 
beneficial insects 
are super light,” 
Bennett explained. 
Using a 3D printer, 
Chandler began 
prototyping his 
idea, which evolved 
into the Parabug 

system we see today. The first commercial 
tests happened on Chandler’s own ranch 
after he became a production manager 
post-graduation.

What is Parabug?

Parabug uses drones to apply beneficial in-
sects in outdoor cropping systems, offering 
precision, efÏciency, and significant cost 
savings compared to traditional hand ap-
plications. IPM, or Integrated Pest Manage-
ment, relies on combining different tools to 
effectively manage pests while minimizing 
chemical use. Parabug enhances this strat-
egy by providing targeted and uniform 
distribution of beneficial insects, directly 
where they are needed most.

“With hand crews, everyone walks at a 
different speed and releases insects incon-
sistently,” Bennett noted. “With drones, we 
can uniformly distribute beneficials, even 

to the tops of trees where infestations often 
start.”

This method not only reduces labor costs 
but also allows growers to apply biological 
controls more effectively. Bennett highlight-
ed that growers have reported cost savings 
of 50 to 75 percent on application expenses.

Responding to Regulatory Challenges

In an era of increasing regulatory pressure 
on chemical pest control, Parabug offers a 
timely and innovative alternative. Bennett 
referenced the California Department of 
Pesticide Regulation’s (DPR) sustainable 
pest management (SPM) initiatives, which 
encourage farmers to exhaust non-chemical 
pest control options before turning to tradi-
tional pesticides.

“Some of our biggest pushes into new 
crops have come from the loss of chemical 
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controls,” Bennett shared, citing the ban 
on chlorpyrifos in California as a turning 
point. “The regulatory landscape is defi-
nitely driving interest in alternatives like 
Parabug.”

However, she emphasized that beneficial 
insects are not a replacement for chemical 
tools but rather an addition to the farmer’s 
toolbox. “It’s about using biological con-
trols preventatively and pesticides more 
selectively. Sustainability is about more 
than environmental impact; it’s also about 

economic sustainability for growers.”

Expanding Horizons

Parabug is rapidly expanding its reach and 
impact. In addition to servicing major Cali-
fornia crops like grapes, almonds, melons, 
strawberries, and mixed vegetables, the 
company has seen growing interest in agro-
nomic crops such as corn and soybeans.
Internationally, Parabug now operates in 
Australia and Canada, working with insec-
taries across Europe, Israel, Mexico, and 

Africa.

Bennett also highlighted 
Parabug’s close relation-
ships with insectaries—fa-
cilities that breed beneficial 
insects—allowing growers 
to choose their own vendors 
and customize their IPM 
programs.

“It’s like farming bugs,” 
Bennett joked. “Growers can 
work directly with insec-
taries to get the beneficials 
they need, and we ensure 
they’re applied efÏciently.”

Looking to the Future

As Parabug continues to 
grow, research and innova-

tion remain at the forefront. New crops, 
new insects, and expanding global opera-
tions are key focus areas for the company 
moving forward.

“We’re excited to see the adoption of this 
technology in crops like hops, apples, and 
pears in the Pacific Northwest, as well as 
corn and other agronomic crops,” Bennett 
said.

Based in Salinas, California—the heart of 
the “salad bowl”—Parabug is perfectly 
positioned to serve a wide range of crops, 
from leafy greens to berries and artichokes.

The Road Ahead

With a combination of technological inno-
vation and a commitment to sustainability, 
Parabug is helping farmers adapt to mod-
ern challenges while staying productive 
and profitable. Bennett’s final message to 
the audience underscored the company’s 
mission: “This isn’t about replacing tools—
it’s about adding new ones. By integrating 
biological controls into modern farming 
systems, we’re creating solutions that are 
sustainable both environmentally and eco-
nomically.”

As agriculture navigates tighter regulations 
and higher expectations, companies like 
Parabug are paving the way for a more ef-
ficient and sustainable future.
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PBM Supply & MFG., INC.
Quality Agricultural Spray Equipment, Parts and Supplies

www.pbmsprayers.com       www.pbmtanksupply.comSince 1969

PBM Supply & Manufacturing is a local agricultural manufacturing company 

that specializes in the design and construction of sprayers, tank trailers, 

and chemical handling equipment. Give us a call to find a dealer near you.

-Sprayers-   -Tanks-   -Liquid Delivery Trailers-   -Parts & Accessories-          

Fowler Store
877-688-1334
3732 S. Golden 

State Blvd.
Fowler, CA 93625 

HAV Self-Propelled Sprayers Chemical Mixing Trailers

Injection PlatesWalking Beam Sprayers

UTV Sprayers Parts, Accessories, Repair Kits & More

Advocacy in Action  

President Signs Proclamations on Two 
New National Monuments in CA
On January 7th, President Biden’s adminis-
tration announced they would be designat-
ing two California areas for conservation 
protection through national monument 
proclamations. The designated areas are 
the Chuckwalla National Monument in the 
northern part of the state and the Sáttítla 
National Monument in Eastern Coachella 
Valley. Together, the proclamations will 
cover nearly 850,000 acres. Chuckwalla 
will be managed by the Department of the 
Interior, while Sáttítla will be managed by 
the U.S. Forest Service. While hailed by 
conservation groups, these designations 
can make it substantially harder to conduct 
wildfire mitigation, grazing, and other 
activities critical to forest and public lands 
management. Staff Contact: Matthew Viohl; 
mviohl@cfbf.com

Forest Service Withdraws Draft National 
Old Growth Amendment
In a surprising turn, the US Forest Service 
announced last week that they would be 
withdrawing their planned National Old 
Growth Amendment. The proposal could 
have led to added protections for so-called 
“old growth” forests and a different man-
agement structure than previously exists. 
CAFB submitted comments this past fall, 
essentially urging the Forest Service to 
reconsider their efforts, or at least work 
closely with local experts (including those 
from ag communities). The agency’s an-
nouncement noted the difÏculties in having 
a national approach that does not fit well 
region to region.

Newly elected Chairman of the Congres-
sional Western Caucus, Rep. Doug LaMalfa 
(CA-01), released the following remarks, 
“The Forest Service’s decision to withdraw 
the National Old Growth Amendment 
proposal is great news for proper forest 
management, Western Caucus members 
have been leading the opposition to this 
misguided plan that would have been det-
rimental to maintaining healthy forests and 
led to greater wildfire risks.” Staff Contact: 

Matthew Viohl; mviohl@cfbf.com

New Congress Settles In, Speaker Elected
With 2025 now upon us, so too is the 119th 
Congress. Republicans maintained their 
slim majority in the House and now find 
themselves in control of the Senate as well. 
Following their swearing-in, House Re-
publicans received their first real test of 
how they might operate with such a slim 
majority when Rep. Mike Johnson (R-LA) 
seemingly failed to receive enough votes in 
his bid for the Speaker’s gavel. However, 
before the vote ofÏcially closed, he received 
enough support to win the Speakership.

Between now and 
the presidential 
inauguration, both 
chambers and par-
ties are preparing 
their priorities for 
the new session. 
In addition, the 
Senate is working 
through incoming 
President Trump’s 
Cabinet nominees. 
The president 
has been hopeful 
those would be 
confirmed quickly, 
but hearings likely 
won’t start until 
at least this week. 
The “First 100 
Days” is often seen 
as a critical time 
for the party in 
power to not just 
set an agenda but 
move quickly on 
key priorities. Staff 
Contact: Matthew 
Viohl; mviohl@
cfbf.com

Potential Major 
Port Strike Averted
Last week, the US 
Maritime Alliance 
and the Interna-
tional Longshore-
men’s Associa-

tion (ILA) reached a tentative agreement 
to avoid port strikes across Gulf and East 
coast ports. This follows a temporary agree-
ment that has been in place since the fall, 
similarly avoiding significant supply chain 
disruptions. While the deal has yet to be 
voted on by union groups, ILA’s comments 
suggest that the port workers are happy 
with the increased pay rates they’ve se-
cured, as well as added protections against 
automation in the industry. AFBF econo-
mist Danny Munch released a Market Intel 
piece covering the issue last week, detailing 
the impacts a strike could have had on the 
US. Of note, many West coast ports rank 
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amongst the most inefÏcient in the world. 
Staff Contact: Matthew Viohl; mviohl@cfbf.
com

MASC Program Receives Additional Funds
Last week, USDA added an additional 
$650 million towards the Marketing As-
sistance for Specialty Crops (MASC) pro-
gram. Launched last month, the program 
originally was given $2 billion to serve as 
direct payments to specialty crop produc-
ers for expanded market opportunities and 
for managing higher costs. Additionally, 
while the deadline closed this past Friday, 
the payment limit for applicants increased 
from $125,000 to $900,000. Staff Contact: 
Matthew Viohl; mviohl@cfbf.com

CDFA Bans Poultry and Dairy at Fairs
As of Tuesday, California Department 
of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) State 
Veterinarian-Director, Dr. Annette Jones, 
has implemented a ban on all California 
Poultry and Dairy Exhibitions at Fairs and 
Shows effective January 7, 2025, until fur-
ther notice. This action aims to minimize 

the danger of exposing people and non-
infected birds and cows to disease. Please 
refer to the attachment for details of the 
ban.

Dairy cattle are defined as follows in (3 
CCR §830) (9): “Dairy cattle” means all 
cattle, regardless of age or sex or current 
use, that are of a breed(s) or offspring of a 
breed used to produce milk or other dairy 
products for human consumption, includ-
ing, but not limited to, Ayrshire, Brown 
Swiss, Holstein, Jersey, Guernsey, Milking 
Shorthorn, and Red and Whites.
In positive news, 100 dairies have recov-
ered and been released from quarantine. 
Staff Contact: Steven Fenaroli; sfenaroli@
cfbf.com

Fish and Wildlife Releases New Wolf Dep-
redation Reports
Fourteen new depredation determinations 
have been added for October and Novem-
ber 2024. Four of the confirmed determi-
nations involve a new pair of wolves in 
Lassen County. The group is currently 

represented as 
an Area of Wolf 
Activity on the 
agency's current 
Approximate 
Area of Gray 
Wolf Activity 
map. Staff Con-
tact: Steven Fen-
aroli; sfenaroli@
cfbf.com

Biden Adminis-
tration Approves 
California’s Ve-
hicle Emissions 
Waiver
On December 
18, the EPA 
under the Biden 
Administration 
approved the 
federal waiver 
for the Ad-
vanced Clean 
Cars program 
which would 
require auto-

makers to sell more electric vehicles, before 
banning the sale of new gas-powered cars 
in 2035. Incoming President Trump is ex-
pected to roll back that waiver in addition 
to others. Staff Contact: Steven Fenaroli; 
sfenaroli@cfbf.com

Mountain Lion Research
Utah State University will begin research to 
look at non-lethal deterrents for reducing 
livestock depredation from mountain lions. 
Their study will cover Amador, Calaveras, 
El Dorado, Nevada, Placer, Sierra and Yuba 
Counties. They will test turbo fladry, pur-
suit with dogs, fencing and other motion 
activated devices. If you are interested in 
participating, contact April Wood, april.
wood@usu.edu or your local ag commis-
sioner. Staff Contact: Steven Fenaroli; sfen-
aroli@cfbf.com

Regenerative Agriculture
On January 7, after an over two year-long 
public process, the California State Board 
of Food and Agriculture unanimously ap-
proved a definition for 'Regenerative Agri-
culture' for use by State of California poli-
cies and programs. CDFA set out to define 
the term as the concept of regenerative agri-
culture has been increasingly referenced in 
legislation and has fostered a funding focus 
in government programs. Throughout the 
process, Farm Bureau staff provided sev-
eral comments and recommendations to the 
State Board to ensure the effort best served 
the entire agricultural community and 
Farm Bureau members in this state and that 
the definition not include specific terms and 
references in the event of a future legisla-
tive interest in codifying the definition.

Ultimately, the adopted definition centers 
around the concept that regenerative agri-
culture is an integrated approach to farm-
ing and ranching rooted in principles of soil 
health, biodiversity and ecosystem resilien-
cy, leading to improved target outcomes. 
The definition also reflects that this practice 
is not an endpoint but rather a continuous 
implementation of practices that over time 
minimize inputs and environmental im-
pacts. The finalized definition will be avail-

See ACTION on page 12
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Serving Stanislaus & 

Merced Counties

8016 Winton Way, Winton

Since 1986

•State of the Art Equipment

•80’ Truck Scale

•Maximized Returns

•Owner Operated

•Inshell line complete with 

Satake color sorter

•High Capacity dryer for bin 

or bulk loads

Peter Verdegaal 

209-628-1008

Office 

209-356-0210

able on the State Board of Food and Agri-
culture's website in the coming weeks. Staff 
contact: Richard Filgas;rfilgas@cfbf.com

Announcements: Major Cannabis Regula-
tory Deadline Approaching
You must transition to an annual license 
before your provisional license expires in 
2025.

After January 1, 2025, the Department of 
Cannabis Control (DCC) can no longer re-
new provisional licenses except for locally 
verified equity retail licenses with valid 
provisional licenses who may be eligible for 
provisional license renewal. Please be ad-
vised: DCC ofÏces will be closed on Janu-
ary 1. If you plan to pay your license fee by 
cash, please schedule your payment ap-
pointment during regular business hours. 
Failure to comply with applicable laws or 
resolve outstanding deficiencies and meet 
requirements for annual licensure can 
result in suspension or revocation of the 
provisional license and denial of the annual 
license applica-
tion.
For informa-
tion and guid-
ance, please 
visit FAQ: 
Transitioning 
a provisional 
license to an 
annual license 
before it ex-
pires in 2025.

Commissioner 
Lara Issues 
Landmark 
Regulation To 
Expand Insur-
ance Access for 
Californians 
Amid Growing 
Climate Risks
Insurance 
Commissioner 
Ricardo Lara 
announced the 
final major step 

From ACTION on page 11 in his Sustainable Insurance Strategy, issu-
ing a historic regulation aimed at restoring 
stability to California’s insurance market 
while addressing the growing risks of 
wildfires and climate change. The new Net 
Cost of Reinsurance in Ratemaking Regula-
tion requires insurance companies -- for the 
first time -- to increase coverage in high-risk 
areas, ensuring more options for Califor-
nians while limiting the costs passed on to 
consumers. The regulation works hand-
in-hand with other reforms that Commis-
sioner Lara has spearheaded that will have 
the effect of increasing insurance coverage 
options for Californians across the state.

Reinsurance is a financial tool that is part 
of how insurance companies manage their 
risk portfolios associated with the policies 
they write to homeowners and business 
owners. Its roots date back to the 
14th century, when merchants and 
traders sought ways to spread the 
risks of perilous ocean voyages, often 
relying on multiple insurers to cover 
their ventures. Today, as climate 
risks escalate across the nation, rein-

surance has become an even more impera-
tive component of insurance companies 
operating in high-risk and distressed areas, 
including California. Modernizing regula-
tions around reinsurance will enable insur-
ance companies to expand coverage and 
write more policies in communities across 
the state facing greater risk, ensuring stabil-
ity and resilience in our insurance market.

All other states except California allow for 
costs of reinsurance in rates and, in 2023, 
the first systematic review of climate risk 
strategies by Ceres and the California De-
partment of Insurance revealed that rein-
surance is the primary strategy most insur-
ance companies use to continue to write 
and expand coverage in higher risk parts of 
California and across the country.
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YOUR

FUTURE

GROWS

HERE.

The change in agriculture today is just a 

glimpse of what lies ahead. It’s why, more 

than ever, we are committed to being the 

partner you can trust, who understands 

your needs and delivers value to help you 

achieve your goals.

Wherever agriculture goes, we’ll be there, 

alongside you, as you lead the way.

COMMITTED TO 
SERVING YOUR NEEDS.

Visit agloan.com/growyourfuture

A Part of the Farm Credit System.          Equal Opportunity Lender.

Your future grows here
SCAN ME

Hoobler Insurance Services is an equal opportunity provider 

CA License #0L25066

2025
Crop Insurance 

Bill Hoobler 
209-601-0418

Providing over 30 years of Crop Insurance 
Protection for the farmers of the Central 

Valley of CA.  
Key Sales closing dates: 

Almonds- 12/31/24
Pistachios- 12/31/24 
Cherries- 1/31/25
Stonefruit -  1/31/25
Walnuts -      1/31/25
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 “Proudly celebrating over 55 years of excellence in our industry” 

 

Call us today for a personalized Insurance Consultation! 

(800) 399-7473 • (209) 854-2000 • www.rppins.com

Lic. 0499798 

  BOBBY ROSA 
(209) 856-8820 

brosa@rppins.com

 LUCIA FARAO 
 (209) 856-8846

 lfarao@rppins.com 

  LEROY ROCHA 
 (209) 856-8839

lrocha@rppins.com 

  TAMMY GRAY 
 (209) 856-8885 

 tgray@rppins.com

LESLIE MACHADO 
 (209) 856-8814

lmachado@rppins.com 

COLLIN STRASSER 
 (209) 856-8831

cstrasser@rppins.com 

ALEX GULLIEN 
(209) 856-8856

aguillen@rppins.com

JONATHAN WEATHERRED 
 (209) 856-8849 

jweatherred@rppins.com 

Working Locally and Globally

to Bring You the Best Returns

Proudly Growing, Processing, & Shipping

Inshell • Shelled • Manufactured

Hughson Nut Inc.
P.O. Box 1150  

1825 Verduga Road, 
Hughson, Ca 95326

11173 Mercedes Avenue, 
Livingston, Ca 95334 
209-883-0403 ext. 272

www.hughsonnut.com

www.olamgroup.com

Finding Solutions for Farmers 
and Ranchers in 2025

By Joby Young, American Farm Bureau

This past year marked my second full year 
serving as executive vice president at the 
American Farm Bureau Federation and it 
has been inspiring to see our organization 
flourish as we serve farmers and ranchers.

Although our grassroots leaders have been 
key to the federation for more than 100 
years, in 2024, we put a special spotlight 
on them as we celebrated “The Year of the 
County President.” I was fortunate to travel 
to several state Farm Bureau annual meet-
ings as well as conferences and summits on 
behalf of Farm Bureau and enjoyed meeting 
many of the grassroots leaders knocking it 

out of the park. Through it all, I’ve had a 
front row seat to all that our staff and our 
farmer and rancher members have accom-
plished this year.

A big 2024 victory came in the 11th hour, 
as nearly 12,000 of our grassroots members 
engaged in calling on Congress to include 
much-needed support for farmers and 
ranchers in the year-end continuing resolu-
tion. This groundswell of grassroots en-
gagement ensured aid would be delivered 
to farmers and rural communities impacted 
by hurricanes, wildfires and floods, as well 
as those struggling through these difÏcult 
economic times. This funding is a short-
term solution to help farmers and ranchers 
stay afloat as we urge Congress to modern-
ize the farm bill.

We also saw the U.S. Supreme Court rule in 
favor of farmers and ranchers once again by 
striking down Chevron deference. Chevron 
deference threw out the balance of power 
between the three branches of government. 
The Court’s ruling will allow that balance 
to be restored and should help reduce the 
regulatory back and forth farmers are often 
subject to.

Importantly, we were also proud to join to-
gether with many of our friends across the 
industry, including the Farm Foundation, 
4-H, Farm Credit, CoBank, Land O’Lakes 
and more, as the Farm Family Wellness 
Alliance, to bring Togetherall to our farm 
families. Togetherall is an online, complete-
ly anonymous peer-to-peer support net-
work that revolutionizes mental health and 
wellbeing services. If you’re not yet signed 
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Ready to Grow

A trusted resource
for superior quality
nursery stock

“Whether it’s a new planting 
or replacement trees, I place 

my name and company brand 
on every transaction. ”

• Viking

• Hansen

• Rootpak

ALMOND ROOTSTOCKS
• Paradox Hybrid

• Vx211

• Rx1

• Vlach

WALNUT ROOTSTOCKS

Ask about our 
self pollinating
almond stock!

Contact Tim at (209) 847-2520
Tim@RoosTreeNursery.com  |  RoosTreeNursery.com

• Nemaguard

• Lovell

Tim Roos

Owner, President

ALMOND SELF
POLLINATING VARIETY
• Yorizane

up for Togetherall, I encourage you to do so 
today.

As we gear up for 2025, let’s take a look at 
some of the key priorities, opportunities 
and challenges that lie ahead.

Farm bill
For the third consecutive year, the farm bill 
will be a top priority for Farm Bureau, and 
it should be a priority for every American. 
The farm bill is a critical tool to ensure our 
nation’s food and farm security. The legis-
lation helps agriculture to meet new chal-
lenges, continue innovating and advance 
sustainability goals. While Congress passed 
an extension of the 2018 farm bill as part 
of the end-of-year Continuing Resolution, 
that bill is now seven years old—well past 
the lifespan of legislation that’s meant to be 

renewed every five years. We call on law-
makers to get to work as soon as possible 
in 2025 pass a new, bipartisan, modernized 
farm bill.

Taxes
The upcoming year will be a big one for 
taxes. Farmers and ranchers are headed for 
a tax cliff in 2025. Legislation passed in 2017 
that gave agriculture some much-needed 
tax relief is set to expire this year, and 
there could be big consequences if it does. 
The 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act allows for 
bonus depreciation of capital investments, 
lowered individual tax rates and doubled 
the standard deduction, among many other 
beneficial provisions. All of which will dis-
appear without Congressional action.
Ag labor

Time and time again, I hear from our mem-
bers that meeting their labor needs remains 
one of their most pressing issues. There 
simply aren’t enough domestic workers to 
meet agriculture’s needs, and the H-2A visa 
program falls short, too. Not to mention the 
flawed wage calculation system that makes 
it difÏcult for many farmers to afford help. 
AFBF has long called for bipartisan, work-
able solutions to meet our labor challenges 
and we made progress in 2024 helping 
elected leaders understand how serious the 
situation is for farmers, but the clock ran 
out.  We’ll redouble our efforts in 2025.

Trade
Trade will be another significant issue this 
year. While we saw a big win last year 

See 2025 on page 16
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TUOLUMNE COUNTY
BUSINESS MEMBERS 

Contact our office to upgrade your membership today!
(209) 522-7278 abid@stanfarmbureau.org

Thank you to our business members!
A L Gilbert Company

Oakdale, (209) 847-1721
Armstrong Logging

Twain Harte, (209) 586-1384
Aspen Meadow Pack Station

Sonora, (209) 965-3402
Benton Roberson CPAs LLP

Sonora, (209) 586-5236
Blue Mountain Minerals 

Columbia, (209) 533-0127
California Reforestation Inc

Sonora, (209) 840-1326
Canepa & Sons Well Drilling 

Sonora, (209) 532-1136
Cedar Ridge Apple Ranch LLC 

Sonora, (209) 533-9463
Conifer Communications Inc

Sonora, (209) 532-5859

Covers Apple Ranch

Tuolumne, (209) 840-2674
Crook Logging Inc

Groveland, (209) 962-7716
Diestel Turkey Ranch 

Sonora, (209) 532-4950
Doherty Tire of Sonora 

Standard, (209) 532-3484
DSRS Inc.

Sonora, (209) 993-8146
Fulton Trucking Inc. 

Groveland, (209) 962-4350
Hurst Ranch 

Jamestown, (209) 984-3016
Joe Cover & Sons Inc

Tuolumne, (209) 840-2674
Lockhart Appraisal 

Soulsbyville

Mountain Oasis Purified Water LLC

Sonora, (209) 533-9000
Left Coast Land Clearing

Sonora, (209) 536-9174
Sierra Resource Management Inc

Sonora, (209) 984-1146
Tuolumne Utilities District 

Sonora, (209) 770-8902
Twain Harte Lumber & Hardware

Twain Harte, (209) 586-3571
Valley Pacific Petroleum 

Stockton, (209) 948-9412
Yosemite Clean Energy

Mariposa, (209) 800-2831
Yosemite Farm Credit 

Turlock, (209) 667‑2366

when a U.S.-Mexico-Canada dispute settle-
ment panel sided with American corn 
growers, there’s more work to do when 
it comes to USMCA. This year is a review 
year for the agreement, which means we 
could see a renegotiation with two of our 
top trading partners. Our farmers and 
ranchers deserve a fair deal when it comes 
to our neighbors north and south of the 
border.

We remain concerned that the U.S. is fall-
ing behind other ag exporting countries 
in forming new trade agreements. For the 
third fiscal year in a row, the U.S. has seen 
an ag trade deficit. Trade leaders must refo-

cus on finding new markets and rebuilding 
relationships with former trading partners 
in order for the U.S. to be competitive in the 
global marketplace.

Modernizing dairy policy
Dairy policy has been a big topic through-
out my time at Farm Bureau. We began 
work on reforming the Federal Milk Mar-
keting Orders in 2022, and this year that 
work will finally come to fruition. We kept 
our boots on the ground throughout the 
entire months-long hearing process, and 
final results of that vote will be announced 
at some point in 2025. We stand ready help 
dairy farmers understand the changes and 
we are hopeful that our years of work will 

result in fairer, more transparent milk pric-
ing.

Clearly, there are many challenges and 
opportunities ahead in 2025. Last year, we 
saw just how effective we can be when the 
Farm Bureau family comes together to raise 
our unified voice. I’m confident we’ll suc-
ceed in advancing our priorities in 2025 as 
we work together to build a brighter future 
for farmers and ranchers, rural communi-
ties, and our nation as a whole.

Joby Young is executive vice president at 
the American Farm Bureau Federation.

From 2025 on page 15



Your agricultural business deserves the best.  
At Grimbleby Coleman, we specialize in tree, vine,  
and row crop accounting, offering tailored solutions 
for your unique needs. With over 50 years in the 
Central Valley, our team is committed to nurturing 
your success. Partner with us.

200 West Roseburg Avenue Modesto, CA 95350 | (209) 527-4220
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AGR I CU LTU R E

E S T A T E  

P L A N N I N G

C L I EN T

ACCOUNT ING

OXBO.COM

FACTORY DIRECT PARTS, SALES, SERVICE 

(209) 226-0937  ::  18 FINK ROAD, CROWS LANDING

STANISLAUS COUNTY’S PARTNER FOR HARVESTING EFFICIENCY 



MARCH 20, 2025
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Conference Room 
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TOWN HALL

BURCHELLBREEDING.COM    800-828-TREE

MANNY SOUSA

Central California
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GERRY HUNTER

No.California & Western US
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ROBERT GRAY

Central California
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JEREMY BAHNE

Fresno & South Valley
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TIM MORRIS
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Premier Provider of 
Innovative Cleaning, 
Sanitizing, Disinfecting 
& Water Treatment 
Solutions since 1976. 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
BAY AREA | SANTA ROSA | MODESTO

800.640.1227
Equipment | Sales | Service  

PacificBayEquipment.com

 ALL machines  
in stock!*

 FREE 6 Months 
Service on purchase 
of a Stationary 
Pressure Washer -  
a $395** value!

 Featuring pressure 
washers to suit every 
need & every budget!

 Drop by our booth  
for extra discounts!

 Ask us how you can get  
a FREE Pressure Washer!

*25% off if machine needs to be ordered. 
Offer good until 3/31/25. **One-time service only.

30% off 

Awesome Ag 
Show Specials!

Visit us at our 
NEW BOOTH 

location!  
Q38 & Q40

11-13th
FEB | 2025

Can you afford downtime?
You need the experts! We fix 
all brands! Ask about our cost-
saving Maintenance programs!

 Tank and barrel  
cleaning devices

 Steam generators  
and cleaners

 Custom 
solutions

 Water recycle 
systems

 Detergents/
sanitizers

 Custom 
trailer units

 Electric and  
Battery-powered 
Pressure Washers

 Floor scrubbers

 Rentals

 Parts & 
Accessories

 ...and more!

Breakthrough Concentrated 
Biodegradable Detergent

5 Gal. & 
55 Gal. sizes

 Buy One,  
Get One FREE!

SAVE!

$3,348

Gas Engine 
Diesel Burner

4.0 GPM 3500 PSI 
Mod#1075SSE 

REG PRICE: $11,160

$2,947
SAVE!

230v Motor 
Diesel Burner

3.5 GPM 2000 PSI 
Mod#797SS 

REG PRICE: $8,924

 

Meet the Winners of the 2024 Photo
Contest

Third Place - Jacob Rix, Sacramento County 
Farm Bureau

A 5 a.m. wakeup call, a Nikon D3400 with 
a tripod and a specific Oakdale hillcrest 
nevertheless resulted in “complete awe 
of the unexpected result” for Jacob Rix, a 
fieldman irrigation systems designer. A Ne-
braska native, Rix says he feels compelled 
to share the beauty he finds in Central Val-
ley nut orchards. “Almond orchards in full 
bloom in every direction each season have 
given me the opportunity to bring Califor-
nia agricultural awareness back East with 
my photography,” Rix says. He says he 
hopes his image communicates “hope and 
faith for better days on the horizon.”
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Everything for

Agriculture
Everything for

Agriculture
Green Rubber - Kennedy Ag has the products, parts, accessories, 

and customer service you need to maximize your productivity.

∙  CUSTOM CONVEYOR BELTS 

∙  URETHANE PARTS 

∙  RENEWED BOGIE WHEELS

∙  PUMPS, HOSES, FITTINGS

∙  SPRAY NOZZLES & VALVES

∙  WATER TANKS & TANK TRAILERS 

∙  SAFETY PRODUCTS & EQUIPMENT

∙  PRESSURE WASHERS & ACCESSORIES

∙  AND MUCH MORE!

WWW.GREENRUBBER.COM

SALINAS (831)753-6100 ∙ MODESTO (209)538-6227 ∙ GREENFIELD (831)674-0999 

WATSONVILLE (831)761-9395 ∙ SANTA MARIA (805)878-8877 ∙ YUMA (928)726-6560

Six locations to serve you.  Call today!

(209) 634-9484

eltappraisers.com
info@eltappraisers.com

         Fax: (209) 634-0765

Providing Full Service Agricultural Valuation Products

  

   

Edwards, Lien & Toso, Inc.
Agricultural Appraisal Services

Alyssa L. Haines

Jason L. Edwards

George L. Morasci

Stephanie J. Bengard

Kay J. Austin

Mary Anne Dores

Kyle E. Dalrymple, ARA

Tiffany L. Holmes, ARA

Martin Seanez, ARA

Richard L. Kilgore, ARA

Anthony J. Toso, ARA

Jeffrey A. Lien

Randal H. Edwards, ARA

8408 N. Lander Ave., Hilmar, CA 95324
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Caring for the land

Award finalists showcase personalized 
approaches to conservation

Story by Caitlin Fillmore

Meaningful conservation relies on consis-
tent, measured actions sustained over time. 
This year’s finalists for the Leopold Con-
servation Award exemplify the rewards of 
long-term conservation in their daily prac-
tices.

The award in California is made possible 
by Sand County Foundation, American 
Farmland Trust, California Farm Bureau, 
Sustainable Conservation, The Harvey L. & 
Maud C. Sorensen Foundation, Farm Cred-
it, USDA Natural Resources Conservation 

Service, McDonald’s and alumni recipients 
of the California Leopold Conservation 
Award.

Bowles Farming Co.
Merced County

For 166 years, the Bowles and Lawrence 
families have nurtured the land and eco-
system of Bowles Farming Co. in Los Ba-
nos. The thoughtful management practices 
established by farm founder Henry Miller 
in 1858 continue today as the company en-
ters its seventh generation of operations—a 
milestone with deep significance.

“Caring for the same land for over a cen-
tury ties us to it in ways that don’t happen 
overnight,” says CEO Cannon Michael. 
“Most family businesses don’t survive past 

three generations, 

and we don’t assume that future genera-
tions are guaranteed. We are fortunate to 
have a family that understands the ups and 
downs of agriculture and the importance of 
investing annually in improving all aspects 
of the business.”

Bowles Farming Co.’s sustainability efforts 
earned it the 2024 Leopold Conservation 
Award, which honors farmers and ranchers 
who practice outstanding environmental 
stewardship. Named for renowned conser-
vationist Aldo Leopold, the award recog-
nizes those who consistently work to en-
hance the land under their care. This year, 
Hat Creek Grown in Shasta County, owned 
by Henry and Pam Giacomini, and Stemple 
Creek Ranch in Marin County, owned by 
Loren and Lisa Poncia, were finalists.

See LAND on page 22
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Boyett Petroleum

209.577.6000 | Boyett.net

601 McHenry Ave, Modesto, 95350

MIKE HEINRICH

209.312.4011 | MHeinrich@boyett.net

Inventory Management Competitive 

Pricing

On Time Delivery

Gas, Diesel, Renewable Diesel, and 

Red Diesel Available

Agricultural Commercial Fuel

Truck & Trailer Delivery

Bobtail Loads Available

A commitment to conservation

The present-day Bowles Farming Co. was 
formed in 1965 when the Bowles and Law-
rence families united to preserve the origi-
nal farm’s footprint.

The company’s wide reach includes 640 
acres of natural wetlands, providing an ide-
al forage habitat for native pollinators and 
migratory birds. Bowles Farming Co. man-
ages these areas in partnership with the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
maintaining a high standard of conserva-
tion performance. Bowles also works to re-
store key river ecosystems, maintain its Bee 
Friendly Farming status and meet rigorous 
certification standards for the farm’s crops, 
including tomatoes, corn, herbs, garlic and 
cotton.

The key to man-
aging such a 
sprawling yet 
responsible enter-
prise is “thinking 
systemically,” 
says Executive 
Vice President 
Derek Azevedo. 
He explains that 
decisions, such as 
switching to drip 
irrigation, are 
analyzed from all 
angles, consider-
ing factors rang-
ing from water 
use to energy 
consumption. 
“We went solar to 
address this issue 
and reduce our 
long-run energy 
bills,” he says. 
“We generate 2 
million kilowatt-

hours annually, which is enough zero-
carbon electricity for an electric vehicle to 
travel 6.7 million miles.”

Scaling up sustainably

This systemic approach has positioned 
Bowles Farming Co. as a leader in regenera-
tive practices. Nearly 10% of its farmland is 
certified organic, Azevedo says, compared 
to 2% of farmland across the U.S. As an 
early adopter of composting, Bowles estab-
lished a full-scale composting center on the 
farm that converts 1,800 truckloads of green 
waste per year from nearby communities 
into a high-quality 
soil amendment.

Recognizing the 
limited supply of 
native plants crucial 
for habitat improve-

ment in agricultural settings, the company 
launched Great Valley Seed to address 
this gap. “We aim to help solve that sup-
ply problem across the whole of the San 
Joaquin Valley by using our farming exper-
tise to scale up the production of cost-effec-
tive, farmer-friendly, locally sourced native 
plants,” Azevedo says.

Great Valley Seed focuses on the unique 
needs of central and southern San Joaquin 
Valley, preserving and propagating local 
ecotypes of native plants essential for res-
toration. The company has collected more 
than 70 ecotypes of California native plant 

From LAND on page 21
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www.mid.org

MID keeps water working for you

The Power to Grow

SERVING OUR

AG COMMUNITY

• Dependable water supply

• Irrigation system improvements

• Promoting efficient water usage

• Sustainable use of the
   Tuolumne River 

species and is currently cultivating a vari-
ety of grasses and flowering plants on more 
than 200 acres of land previously used for 

row crops. To produce the seeds, Bowles 
Farming Co. must experiment with grow-
ing plant species without a documented 

history of com-
mercial propa-
gation, Michael 
says.

As a startup 
within this 
century-plus 
farm enterprise, 
Great Valley 
Seed has ex-
perienced an 
uphill climb 
and has cur-
rently paused 
its independent 
operations, he 
adds. “There 
are many na-

tive species that are extremely valuable for 
the pollinator species that are essential for 
productive agriculture,” Michael says, “but 
the sales cycles are much different than 
standard commercial crops.”

Despite these obstacles, the company re-
mains committed to this innovative con-
servation concept. Under the umbrella of 
Bowles Farming Co., the effort to grow and 
produce native seeds continues with part-
ners, Michael says.

Investment in plants and people

Bowles Farming Co. includes its workforce 
in its sustainability initiatives, providing 
immigration support and funding scholar-
ship programs. Azevedo recalls that before 
becoming CEO, Michael worked along-
side field teams, observing how managers 
sought and respected the insights of their 

farm employees.

As the Leopold Conserva-
tion Award-winning com-
pany reflects on its legacy, 
Azevedo considers the Sev-
enth Generation Principle. 
This indigenous concept 
encourages decision-makers 
to think about the impact 
on future generations.

“We believe a farm is more 
than a place to grow food 
and fiber. Yes, we grow 
stuff to eat and wear, but 
we also use our influence 
to grow people, habitat, 
wildlife and soil, doing our 
best to educate and inform 
consumers along the way,” 
Azevedo says. “As the farm 
approaches its seventh gen-
eration, this principle is in 
full bloom.” 
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Meet the Winners of the 2024 Photo Contest
First Place - Rachel Ramey, Kern County Farm Bureau

“It was a beautiful moment,” Rachel Ramey remembers about the birth she unexpectedly 
witnessed while visiting Adamscows Dairy in Laton for a practice dairy-judging ses-
sion with her Frontier FFA team. Ramey says she advocates being a “light to shine on ag 
wherever you go” and uses her smartphone to capture farming moments. This experience 
inspired not only this first-place image, but also a reminder that through all the work, 
unexpected instances of wonder make farming worth it. “People outside of the agricul-
ture community don’t get to experience moments like these. I wanted to capture (them) to 
show why agriculturalists do what we do.”
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Kaweah farms find balance under SGMA
In November, water managers and farmers 
in the Kaweah Subbasin in Tulare County 
won a unique victory when their revised 
plan for groundwater sustainability con-
vinced state regulators to cancel their con-
sideration of probation for the subbasin un-
der California’s Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act. In the first edition of Ag 
Alert’s® new Q&A series, On the Record, 
published by the California Farm Bureau, 
water manager Aaron Fukuda talks about 
navigating SGMA in the Kaweah Subbasin. 

Kern County immigration sweep halts cit-
rus harvest
Scores of farmworkers stayed home last 
week amid an immigration enforcement 
operation conducted in Kern County by 
U.S. Border Patrol. “The crew didn’t show 
up,” said Peter Belluomini, who grows and 
packs lemons, mandarins and navel orang-
es east of Bakersfield, and is in the middle 
of harvesting all three crops. “Instead of 30 
people, there were like five,” said Belluo-
mini, referring to workers hired through a 
farm labor contractor for his citrus harvest. 
“The rest were hiding at home.” 

State water board readopts drought flows 
for Siskiyou County
Even though hydrologic conditions point to 
a more positive water outlook for the Scott 
River and Shasta River in Siskiyou County, 
state water ofÏcials last week readopted 
drought emergency regulations that curtail 
water rights in the region, affecting farm-
ers and ranchers. The regulation first took 
effect in 2021. Readopted for the Scott River 
and Shasta River watersheds every year 
since, the order limits surface-water diver-
sions and groundwater pumping.  

California Bountiful TV tours San Diego 
County
In its latest episode, California Bountiful 
TV explores agricultural and culinary land-
marks in San Diego County. Host Aubrey 
Aquino visits the nation’s only producer 
of avocado oil, a family-owned and -oper-
ated egg ranch and a mushroom farm that’s 
tucked into the hills of Escondido. Aquino 
also enjoys a multi-course fine dining expe-
rience in a San Diego backyard with a wait-

ing list that’s a year long. The weekly show 
produced by the California Farm Bureau is 
up for three Taste Awards this year, with 
voting taking place through Feb. 7.   

New Year marks start of new laws and 
regulations
The start of another year has brought with 
it new laws and regulations that affect agri-
cultural production in California. As of Jan. 
1, new policies related to water, labor, air 
quality, endangered species and other is-
sues that impact farmers have taken effect.  

Photo contest winners capture the magic of 
agriculture
Photographers who submitted their images 
to the 43rd annual California Farm Bureau 
Photo Contest captured inspiring moments 
last year on California farms, such as the 
birth of a calf, the beauty of almond bloom 
and the dedication of an overnight harvest 
crew. Rachel Ramey of Kern County took 
first place for her photo of a newborn calf at 
Adamscows Dairy in Laton. 

Leopold Conservation Award finalists 
show personalized approaches to conserva-
tion
For 166 years, the Bowles and Lawrence 
families have nurtured the land and ecosys-
tem of Bowles Farming Co. in Los Banos. 
Bowles Farming Co.’s sustainability efforts 
earned it the 2024 Leopold Conservation 
Award, which honors farmers and ranchers 
who practice outstanding environmental 
stewardship. The company’s wide reach 
includes 640 acres of natural wetlands, 
providing an ideal forage habitat for native 
pollinators and migratory birds.  

Field report offers insight on California 
chestnut crop
Stanislaus County chestnut farmer Joe 
Avila told Ag Alert earlier this month about 
the chestnut crop he harvested in the fall. 
“The crop was a little bit light,” Avila said. 
“We had a hot summer. The beginning of 
October was so hot in Modesto that it dried 
a lot of the chestnuts on the tree. When we 
picked them up mechanically, we were 
cracking a lot of them because they were so 
dry.”  
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You’ll find it in the Almond Almanac, a year-end annual

report that provides a comprehensive look at the

California Almond industry. You’ll find current and

historical facts about almond production, shipment,

and consumption. For almond farmers and processors,

this is your annual accounting of how your investment

in the Almond Board of California is leveraged to build

long-term demand for California almonds around the

world. The Almanac can be used year-long as a

knowledgeable and credible source of statistical

information about the industry. 

IT’S THE MOST WONDERFUL 
TIME OF THE YEAR....

 THE 2024 ALMOND ALMANC IS HERE!

Looking for up-to-date facts, figures, industry statistics, 
and all things almond? 

Scan the QR code to download your copy

today to see what the California almond

industry has been up to!

Meet the Winners of the 2024 Photo 
Contest
Second Place - Maddy Nissen, 
Glenn County Farm Bureau

“What is so unique about this photo is that 
it was not posed,” Maddy Nissen says.

“There are not many photos of my grand-
pa. When I saw him leaning on the gate, I 
knew this was a memory I wanted to cap-
ture.” For Nissen, her image represents the 
strength of farmers like her grandpa, Jack 
Bucke, a feed store owner and rice farmer. 
He was watching his cattle graze when she 
took the shot. “This photo serves as a testa-
ment to the people who work so tirelessly 
for not only California agriculture but to 
feed the world,” Nissen says.
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$5 Off
An Eucalyptus or Bay wreath, typically $25 but only
$20 for Farm Bureau members. Please call Blumen
Flower Farm to place your order! (209) 648-8995

February Coupon

Valid: 
Feb 1, 2025 - 
Feb 28, 2025

NEW LOCAL MEMBER BENEFIT!

Coupon to a local Farm Bureau Business Member 
Good for one Month
Must bring coupon with you to redeem
Limit 1 wreath per member, coupon valid 

     February 1, 2025 - February 28, 2025
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Celebrating the 
season. Since 1867.
The holiday season is the perfect time to spread joy to 

our valued customers and friends. As temperatures fall, 

leaves tumble, and snow blankets the mountaintops, 

families and friends come together to celebrate 

cherished traditions. We are especially thankful for the 

relationships we share within the communities we 

proudly serve during this festive time.

Bank of Stockton wishes you the happiest of holidays!
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®
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bankofstockton.com

Cheers from the community bank 
that invests in you. Since 1867.
From business loans for a growing venture to helping you buy your first home, 

we’ve always been here for all your banking needs.

Whatever your unique banking needs are, our custom-tailored solutions can 

help you solve any problem with speed and flexibility. Start this new year on 

the right foot with a bank that is already thinking about your next year.

Happy New Year from our family to yours!
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