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California Farm Bu-
reau is pleased to in-
troduce more offerings 
for members under the 
umbrella of Farm Bu-
reau Extension.  Regis-
tration is now open for 
Health and Safety on 
the Farm and Ranch: 
Trainings Presented 

by Nationwide.  

Health and Safety on 
the Farm and Ranch: 
Trainings Presented 

by Nationwide

California Farm Bureau is pleased to offer risk management 
training webinars presented by Nationwide in 2023.  Select 
topics will be presented in both English and Spanish.  Access 
to these trainings is FREE to Farm Bureau members.  Two 
class dates are scheduled per month starting in February and 
continuing through December.  For complete details of dates, 

times and topics and to register, https://www.cfbf.com/

YOUR
FUTURE
GROWS
HERE.

The change in agriculture today is just a 
glimpse of what lies ahead. It’s why, more 
than ever, we are committed to being the 
partner you can trust, who understands 
your needs and delivers value to help you 
achieve your goals.

Wherever agriculture goes, we’ll be there, 
alongside you, as you lead the way.

COMMITTED TO 
SERVING YOUR NEEDS.

Visit agloan.com/growyourfuture

A Part of the Farm Credit System.          Equal Opportunity Lender.

Your future grows here
SCAN ME

Director's 
Message
Caitie Diemel  - 2023 
came rushing in with 
an atmospheric river 
bringing much needed 
water to our reservoirs 
and farmland, just 
what we have been 
praying for. 

For our state, we hope 
for real movement 
towards much needed 
water storage in our 
scarcity stricken state, 
common sense policies 
that ease regulatory 
burdens, and for all to 

see the true value in agriculture, good, healthy food and fiber for 
families.

For our farming communities, we hope for full water allocations, 
smooth sailing in our busiest times of the year and good com-
modity prices to carry us through another year.

For our families, we wish yours health, happiness and more time 
together doing what you love most. We hope 2023 brings all the 
best for you and yours. Cheers to 2023!
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BUDGET 

 
2022-2023 State Budget Proposal 
 

Governor Gavin Newsom has released his proposed State Budget for the 2022-2023 fiscal year. This $286.4 
billion budget is the State’s largest budget to date and includes a $46.7 billion surplus ($20.6 billion of 
which is discretionary). In his press conference on Monday, Governor Newsom outlined his top priorities: 
COVID response, Climate, Homelessness, Cost of Living and Public Safety. Below is a truncated list of 
funding proposals that are of most relevance to agriculture: 
 
AGRICULTURE, GENERALLY 

• $50 million to four CSU University Farms (Cal Poly SLO and Pomona, Chico and Fresno) 
• $287,000 for animal mortality management considering rendering disruptions 
• $537,000 for education/outreach by the State Organic Program 

COVID RESPONSE 
• $2.7 billion for testing, vaccine distribution, hospital support and public health education 

CLEAN ENERGY and TRANSPORTATION 
• $6.1 billion for zero-emission vehicles (ZEV) and charging infrastructure  

o $3.9 billion heavy-duty truck conversion 
o $102 billion passenger vehicle 
o 1 billion ZEV infrastructure and charging stations  

• $100 million green hydro-electric 
• $4 million offshore wind projects 
• $210 million industrial decarbonization 
• $85 million for the Food Processor Investment Program (FPIP)  

CLIMATE CHANGE 
• $150 million Funding Agricultural Replacement Measures for Emission Reductions Program (FARMER) 
• $85 million Healthy Soils Program 
• $48 million livestock methane reduction (includes dairy digesters and alternative manure management) 
• $5 million for research into livestock methane reduction strategies and projects  
• $22 million for technical assistance grants for conservation management plans (i.e. conservation plans, 

carbon sequestration plans, and transition to organic plans to focus on carbon and water actions).  
• $15 million Pollinator Habitat Program 
 

  

 

Animal Health & Welfare 

CDFA has issued a reminder of 
the upcoming Pork Distributer 
Registration deadline. Pork Dis-
tributors selling covered whole 
pork meat to an end-user in 
California need to register with 
CDFA's Animal Care Program 
by January 1, 2023. Applications 
for distributor registration will 
continue to be accepted into 
2023. Farm Bureau members 
may remember that Animal 
Care is a new program within 
the Animal Health and Food 
Safety Services division of the 
California Department of Food 
and Agriculture. Animal Care 
was formed after the passing of 
Proposition 12 (2018) to imple-
ment the law and its first task 
has been joint promulgation of 
regulations with Department 
of Public Health in addition 
to outreach and education of 
stakeholders. At the federal 
level, the National Pork Produc-
ers Council and American Farm 
Bureau Federation have filed 
a case against Prop 12 that has 
reached the supreme court. Ar-
guments were heard in October, 
but the court has not made a 
final ruling. Arguments against 
the implementation of Prop 12 
have been made based on the 
disruption of interstate com-
merce and the requirements 
that out-of-state farmers must 
make in order to sell their prod-
ucts into California. The ruling 
will most likely be released 
next year, the deadline is June 
2023. Farm Bureau continues 
to monitor these proceedings. 
Staff: Katie Little, klittle@cfbf.
com 

Forestry 
CalFIRE’s Wood Products Team 
has posted updated Grant 
Guidelines for CalFIRE's Busi-

ness and Workforce Develop-
ment Grants and are accepting 
proposals for the 2023 Q1 re-
view deadline. CalFIRE antici-
pates up to $7.5 million avail-
able for 2023 Quarter 1 Wood 
Products project awards. Ad-
ditionally, up to $5 million in 
grants are available for Biomass 
Transportation Subsidy proj-
ects. To maintain and enhance 
the forest-sector workforce and 
businesses of California to pro-
mote healthy resilient forests 
throughout the state, the grants 
support a diverse set of busi-
ness development and work-
force development projects. 

•	 Eligible business devel-
opment projects include fa-
cilities, operations, and profes-
sional services that support the 
restoration of healthy, resilient 
forests by offering improve-
ments to the wood products 
industry. 

•	 Eligible workforce devel-
opment projects include univer-
sities, colleges, government and 
community organizations, and 
businesses that aim to increase 
workforce capacity in the fields 
of logging, fuels treatment, 
transportation, manufacturing, 
or other support services that 
bolster the development of a 
resilient forest sector workforce. 

•	 Research and develop-
ment projects related to both 
business and workforce devel-
opment will also be considered. 

Detailed information regarding 
the solicitation, application pro-
cess, eligible activities and proj-
ects can be found in the Grant 
Guidelines available here. Grant 
applications can be submitted 
via the Business and Workforce 
Development 2023 Q1 Solicita-

tion by March 31, 2023 to be 
considered for the next round 
of awards - click here to apply. 
Staff: Peter Ansel; pansel@cfbf.
com 

Also, this week, CalFIRE shared 
that State Fire Marshal, Mi-
chael J. Richwine, announced 
his retirement from the Cali-
fornia Department of Forestry 
and Fire Protection Office of 
the State Fire Marshal, after a 
42-year career, including 36 
years with the Department. 
Chief Richwine was appointed 
State Fire Marshal by Gover-
nor Gavin Newsom on May 
15, 2020, after serving as the 
Assistant State Fire Marshal 
from 2012 to 2018. As State Fire 
Marshal, Chief Richwine over-
saw a staff of more than 220 
employees. 

Chief Richwine's total 42-year 
fire service career began with 
the Hanford Fire Department. 
He has since risen through the 
ranks and held a variety of fire 
prevention and training posi-
tions within the Office of the 
State Fire Marshal, including, 
Fire Service Training Special-
ist, Deputy State Fire Marshal 
within Fire and Life Safety, 
Hazardous Materials and Pipe-
line Safety Divisions, Chief of 
State Fire Training, and Chief of 
the Fire Engineering Division. 
Chief Richwine also served as a 
member on CalFIRE’s Incident 
Management Teams for six 
years and holds numerous pro-
fessional certifications. The mis-
sion of the State Fire Marshal 
is to protect life and property 
through the development and 
application of fire prevention 
engineering, education, and 
enforcement. The Office of the 
State Fire Marshal supports the 
mission of CalFIRE by focusing 

on fire prevention and provid-
ing support through a wide 
variety of fire safety responsi-
bilities through Code Develop-
ment and Analysis, Community 
Wildfire Preparedness and Miti-
gation, Fire and Life Safety, Fire 
Engineering and Investigations, 
Pipeline Safety and Certified 
Unified Program Agency, and 
State Fire Training. Staff: Peter 
Ansel; pansel@cfbf.com 

Transportation 

California Air Resources 
Board’s (CARB) long anticipat-
ed Truck and Bus Rule will go 
into effect on January 1, 2023. 
CARB approved this regula-
tion in December 2008 and 
has triggered many deadlines 
since then – with January 1st 
culminating in the final defini-
tive cutoff date. The regulation 
specifically applies to nearly all 
diesel-fueled trucks and buses 
with a gross vehicle weight 
rating (GVWR) greater than 
14,000 pounds that are privately 
or federally owned. The rule 
requires that trucks must be re-
placed with a 2010 model year 
or newer engines meet the final 
requirements. PM filter retrofits 
cannot be used to comply with 
this option; however, owners 
that installed a PM filter retrofit 
on a lighter truck by January 1, 
2014, and reported by January 
31, 2015, can continue to oper-
ate the vehicle until January 1, 
2023. 

Members might be aware of the 
agricultural exemption that also 
ends on January 1st. If you reg-
istered your agricultural vehicle 
into the exemption program 
before January 31, 2015, users 
were allowed to report your 
annual mileage as long as it was 
below 10,000 miles/year. With 
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Serving Stanislaus & 
Merced Counties

8016 Winton Way, Winton

Since 1986
•State of the Art Equipment

•80’ Truck Scale
•Maximized Returns

•Owner Operated
•Inshell line complete with 

Satake color sorter
•High Capacity dryer for bin 

or bulk loads

Peter Verdegaal 
209-628-1008

Office 
209-356-0210

the sunset of this exemption, 
agricultural users will have to 
abide by the alternative Low-
Use Exemption. This exemption 
allows for the continued use of 
any truck not meeting the 2010 
model engine requirement for 
annual usage under 1,000 miles. 
Basically, current ag exemp-
tion users will drop from 10,000 
miles annually to 1,000 miles 
annually under the new exemp-
tion. 

Since this implementation of 
this rule, Farm Bureau has 
engaged CARB staff on indus-
try concerns. Now, more than 
ever, they are widespread and 
intensified. The agricultural in-
dustry, along with many others, 
has been negatively affected by 

the COVID 19 pandemic. Some 
of the issues directly facing 
farmers and ranchers are port 
congestion, lack of compliant 
vehicle availability, fuel prices, 
drought, new electric vehicle 
regulations, labor shortages, 
and inflation – to name a few. 
CARB released a memo earlier 
this year in response to these 
industry and stakeholder con-
cerns. The memo cited many 
regulatory successes already ac-
complished by the program and 
responded to some of the more 
negative implications stating, 

“CARB staff have developed 
and implemented aggressive 
efforts to alert vehicle owners 
they may be affected by the 
regulation, to provide them 

training and compliance as-
sistance to help them comply 
with the regulation, to provide 
them with financial assistance 
in purchasing newer vehicles 
… Recently, stakeholders have 
raised concerns regarding 
meeting the final January 1, 
2023, compliance deadline due 
to supply chain issues. CARB 
staff conducted research on the 
current availability of new and 
used diesel vehicles with 2010 
model year or newer engines... 
For new trucks, staff contacted 
several dealers and confirmed 
that most have stopped taking 
orders for the 2022 model year, 
but several dealers are either al-
ready taking orders for the 2023 
model year or will be taking 
orders soon. Under the regula-
tion, truck owners that place 
orders for a new truck by Sep-
tember 1, will be able to keep 
using their existing trucks past 
the January 1, deadline until the 
replacement truck is delivered. 
Truck owners can also purchase 
used trucks with 2010 engines 
to comply with the regulation.” 

Although CARB has acknowl-
edged the limitations of the cur-
rent marketplace, they have not 
offered many solutions. Farm 
Bureau continues conversations 
with staff as enforcement of the 
regulation begins. 

Members may be aware of 
the many regulations that are 
coming from CARB due to the 
governor’s Executive Order to 
mandate electric vehicles in the 
coming years. As the Adminis-
tration and state agencies move 
toward these goals, it is unlike-
ly that any leniency in current 
regulations will be granted. An 
example of CARB’s dedication 
to moving forward on these 
goals can be seen in the closing 
paragraph of the memo: 
“The [Truck and Bus] regula-
tion has been one of CARB's 
biggest successes in protecting 
public health not only across 
the state but particularly in our 
disadvantaged communities 
by reducing emissions through 
the replacement older diesel 
vehicles with newer/cleaner 
vehicles. We are committed to 
continue working collabora-
tively with all affected vehicle 

owners to find the best avail-
able path forward to comply 
with the final January 1, 2023, 
deadline.” 

Farm Bureau understand that 
hurdles this regulation will 
bring and the possible impacts 
on farms and ranches through-
out the state. Staff continues to 
engage on all levels in order to 
find solutions. Staff: Katie Little, 
klittle@cfbf.com 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CDFA ANNOUNCES VACAN-
CIES WITHIN THE SHELL 
EGG ADVISORY BOARD 

The California Department of 
Food and Agriculture, Meat, 
Poultry and Egg Safety Branch 
(MPES) announces three vacan-
cies within the Egg Safety and 
Quality Management’s (ESQM), 
Shell Egg Advisory Committee 
Board (SEAC). ESQM moni-
tors egg quality at production, 
wholesale, and retail levels. The 
goal is to provide California 
consumers with eggs that are 
wholesome, properly labeled, 
refrigerated, and of established 
quality, while maintaining 
fair and equitable marketing 
standards in the California egg 
industry. 

These vacancies, for four indus-
try members and one alternate 
member, are being created be-
cause of upcoming term expira-
tions. The membership terms 
for these vacancies will be for 
36 months. Applicants for the 
industry and alternate members 
must be a registered egg han-
dlers or representatives of regis-
tered egg handlers, in the state 
of California. Board members 
receive no compensation but 
are entitled to reimbursement 
for transportation to and from 
meetings and for per diem ex-
penses for lodging, meals, and 
incidental expenses. Applicants 
interested in being considered 
for these three SEAC appoint-
ments, should submit resumes 
by January 13, 2023, to: Mrs. 
Penny Arana Meat, Poultry and 
Egg Safety Branch 1220 N Street 
Sacramento, California 95814, 

See Review on page 9
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As another membership service, Farm Bureau members are of﻿fered FREE classi-
fied advertising in the Stanislaus Farm News. Ads must be 18 words or less and 
only one ad per month per membership (membership number required.) Ads may 
be MAILED to the Stanislaus Farm News, or BROUGHT to the SCFB of﻿fice, 1201 
L Street, Downtown Modesto. NO PHONE-IN OR FAX free ads will be accepted. 
Free ads are restricted to farm machinery or equipment or unprocessed farm 
products. Farm jobs wanted or of﻿fered will also be accepted. No real estate ads 
and no commercial items or services will be accepted. 209-522-7278

FREE ADS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERSFREE ADS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

Classified Ad's $4.40 per run.
COPY DEADLINE: MONDAY 12 NOON

Ag/Investment Properties
Marcus Haney

REALTOR®, CA BRE 
#01917446

Contact me at 209/605-6727
and visit MarcusHaney.com

Sale Alfalfa. Best price, 
great quality. Bigger Bales 
especially suited to horses. 
Cook Valley Angus Ranches 

Modesto 209 996 7365 & 
Available May- Oct

Mobile Home For Sale
Double wide mobile home 

1100 sq ft in senior park. All 
up grades, tile floors, crown 
molding, gas range, Compo-
sition roof, Vaulted ceilings, 
must see, move in ready, 

Terms available or $85,000
Ken (209) 204-6691

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS 
CUT YOUR ENERGY BILLS  
ELIMINATE DUST & NOISE 

Lowest Prices Guaranteed! Largest 

Selection in the Valley! Windows, Doors, 

Skylights, Soundproofing, Licensed, 

Bonded & Insured. 

Visit Our Showroom: 

1050 Kansas Ave., Modesto

 Cal Comfort Insulating Windows, Inc.

Contractors Lic. #51317 Class C17B

209-527-1310 (TFN)

Wilson Portable Welding 
Structural • Fabrication • 

General Repair 
• Dairy Repair • Ag Repair

•Mobile - 765-3596 
• Shop – 524-3016 (TFN)

RATES: Display rates on request. Terms are cash. Ads should 
be paid for at time of first insertion or immediately after receipt 
of bill if order is placed by telephone or mail.
ERRORS: The Stanislaus Farm News will not be liable for more 
than one incorrect insertion. Errors must be called to the atten-
tion of the Classified Advertising Department not later than 4 
p.m. on the Tuesday following publication of the ad. Claims for 
adjustment must be made within 15 days. We reserve the right 
to reject or revise any advertisement. 

120 SPECIAL NOTICES

Woodbridge Spraying
Field Spraying

Orchard Spraying
Backhoe

380-0727 (TFN)

1000 SERVICES

800 For Rent

1000 SERVICES

Orchard Brush Pile
Grinding Service

Brush • Stumps • Huller Twigs
Davis Ag & Ranch Clean Up
CA. Contractor Lic#796783

209-670-5278
We haul Rock, Sand, 

Gravel, Demolition Clean 
Up & Removal, Tree Holes, 

Irrigation Lines & More. 
Lic. # 884701

Home-(209) 848-0538
Cell (209) 525-7715 (TFN)

300 Employment

RON MARTELLA
Custom Nut Harvesting
SHAKING, SWEEPING

AND HARVESTING
883-4819 or 883-0690

PROAG Commercial 
Ag. Spraying

Orchard, vineyard $ herbicide 
applications

209-613-6355 Pat, 209-678-
8072 Matt, 209-613-3227 

Justin
Visit proag.webs.com

Service Mechanic, duties 
include greasing, changes air 
filters and oil, etc. Pays $15/
hour with a harvest bonus. 
Must be willing to work 6 
days a week. Opportunity 

for longer employment based 
on job performance and 
experience. Call Jenn for 

more details: 209-648-7947

House for Rent
$1500.00 & Deposit $1700 
2 bedroom, 1 bathroom, 

Large kitchen & livingroom, 
Sinhle car garage, Riverbank

681-9286

Haney
      & Associates

Cherry Orchard In the 
Wood Colony

59+/- Acres. Excellent soil 
comprised of 75% Hanford 
sandy loam (HdpA). MID 
irrigation with micro jet 

sprinklers. 2,500 sq. ft. Metal 
Barn included. $2,330,000 
Simvoulakis Real Estate 

209.985.9700
BRE #705092

900 REAL ESTATE

METAL BUILDINGS
  Provided & installed, in-
terior upgrades available, 

fully engineered, refer-
ences available. 

Active Industrial Contracting
Michael Frost - 613-3548. 

Lic. #735904 (TFN)Electrical and 
Refrigeration Service

No job to small. 
Troubleshooting, upgrades 
on home, ranch, dairy, and 

commercial buildings.
209-648-7748

1100 MISCELLANEOUS

LOW COST HOUSING Largest 
Inventory in Valley of Preowned 
Mobile Homes. Approx. 100 to 
choose from. Priced to fit your 
Budget. Transportation Avail-
able. DLR. 209-632-0854.

Noeller Farm
farm & ranch management
Almond, Peaches, Walnuts
custom Almond & Walnuts

(209) 883-2417 or 
(209) 606-2084

Kenyon Organic Services
Organic Consulting Services

Crop and Livestock
Carol Kenyon
(209) 484-1097

ck.cattle23@gmail.com

Martin Reyes 
Land leveling

Discing
Chiseling

Lice.#954989
(209) 605-4079

500 FARM EQUIPMENT
For Sale: 

Metal milkcans with lids

Heavy duty ripper, 3 shanks, 
$3,000

150 gal water tank, $1,800, used 
one season, on frame w/ wheels, 

new tires and gravity flow
All Items OBO

Contact Arby: 209-505-0555 or 
text: 209-602-1400

1955 Fordson Major Diesel 
Rears and Sprayer & 

Implements Tires 85% 
Runs Great 

Sonora 
$6k 

Call 209-768-6060

510 LIVESTOCK

Great Plains no-till corn 
planter 8-row model 

YP825A-0830
It has a john blue injection 

pump. Great condition. 
#22,000 OBO phone 209-874-

4042 or 209-765-6298

1/2 " x 10 ' EMT used as 
walnut stakes. For more 
information please call 

(408) 313-8763

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

For Sale:
John Deere 5100ML low profile with 

Exact cab
Vrisimo flail mower – 12’ & 8’

PBM 500 gallon sprayer with electric 
valves (never used)

Durand Wayland 500 gallon sprayer
Domries float leveler – 12’

Call Joe: 209-404-3326

Verisimo Might Max fail mower. 
Model # SC-100 asking $5000

Orchard float roller 9ft wide 
asking $1000

Text or leave a VM 
209-505-1731

Trailer axle, 84" tread with 
spring wheels & good tires 

$15, Ceres
Cell: 209-537-9491

Need help with your Farm 
Labor? 

Call Lencioni Farm Services
209-537-2186

Thank you for your Membership. 
For the GOOD of your FOOD. 

Spring tooth with attached following 
harrow. 8 ft wide, 3 point hook-up 

asking $1000
Brush rake. Rear push. 9ft wide 

adjustable spacing for 4 or 5 forks 
asking $1000

Text or leave VM for 
209-505-1731

Roofing • fencing • Plywood • Siding

HaRdwaRe • inSulation • windowS • o.S.B.

Denair Location: (209) 632-2494
Riverbank Location: (209) 869-4424
www.DenairLumberCo.com
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AgSafe

Cal Ag Safety
Modesto 526-4400

Oakdale 351-7092 
 

Farm Bureau Supporting Business members
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Aemetis Biogas LLC 

American AgCredit

Basi Insurance

Beard Land Improvement Co

Keyes 497-4034

Turlock 667-5101 

        Oakdale (209) 847-3065

Modesto 524-4631

Dave Wilson Nursery

Flory Industries

Frank Borba Custom Chopping

Frantz Nursery

        Hickman 874-1821

        Salida 545-1167

         Modesto 652-8201

         Hickman 874-1821

Grizzly Nut

Grower Direct Nut Company

Haidlen Ford

Hilmar Cheese Company, Inc.

         Waterford 874-5223

        883-4890

        Oakdale 847-0356

         Hilmar 667-6076
 

Green Rubber

Holt AgSolutions

Rumble Ag Service 

West Valley Agricultural Service

        Modesto (888)273-2464
        Salinas (831)752-6100

Salida 523-0781

Modesto 545-1848

Westley 894-3121

Anteris

All West Select Sires

Exact

FISHBIO

Turlock (559) 472-6415

Turlock 667-8378

Modesto 544-8600

         Oakdale 847-6300
 

Agri Business Financial Inc

Central Valley Community Bank

Edwards, Lien & Toso

Farmers & Merchants Bank

Oakdale 607-0037 

Fresno 559-323-3472

Hilmar 634-9484

Riverbank 571-4023

Grimbleby Coleman CPA's Inc

Moss Adams

Oak Valley Community Bank

Vermeulen Company CPA

Modesto 527-4220

Stockton 955-6100

Oakdale 844-7500

Ripon 599-5051

Co
ns

tr
uc

tio
n\

 E
ng

in
ee

rin
g ETM

Stump Construction

Branelle Properties LLC

Denair 604-3626

Modesto 505-9730

Oakdale 595-0256
Eq

ui
pm

en
t &

 R
ep

ai
r Acosta & DaughtersLLC

Belkorp Ag LLC, John Deere Dealer

Coit & Hewes LLC

Garton Tractor Inc.

Waterford 872-4815

Modesto 538-3831

Modesto 985-0559

Turlock 632-3931

G&F Ag Services 

Hotsy

Pacific Distributing Inc.

RAYCO

Escalon 599-8911 

Modesto 578-3925

Hughson 883-4032

Modesto 529-8984

Turlock Auto Parts

Turlock Dairy & Refrigeration

Westside Equipment Company

Turlock 634-4968

Turlock 667-6455

Crows Landing 837-4793

Ahlem Foothill Farm

Blumen Flower Farm 

Bobby Yamamoto Farms

Braden Farms

Carol Morrett

Turlock 874-2477 

         Modesto 648-8995

Westley 835-1750

Hughson 883-4061

Hughson 537-6658

Catherine Phipps Walden

D & M Ag., 

Donlon Farms Inc.

E Roen Ranches

Fire Lake Jersey

         Ballico 667-2409

Denair 667-7783

Patterson 892-8543

        Winnemucca 614-5944

Hilmar 632-2924  

Frank Dutra

Glory Farms 

G3 Enterprises

Hilltop Ranch, Inc. 

Kline Ranch 

Knott Farms

         Oakdale (209) 402-0796

        Waterford 522-4302

        Modesto 1-800-321-8748

Ballico 874-1875

Waterford 605-7741 

Modesto 581-2571

Melvin Wheeler

Marchy Dairy 

McManis Farms Inc

Melo Farms LLC

Michael Van Andel

        Modesto 526-9770

Ceres 537-0630

Modesto 541-9345

Turlock 585-7852

Modesto 531-4667

Nick Blom

Redwood Ranches LLC

Robert Gioletti 

Ron Martella Farms

Schut Ranches

        Modesto 522-6140

         Hughson 883-2603

Turlock 667-6024

Hughson 883-4819

Patterson 892-6226

At
to

rn
ey

Ross W. Lee

Jensen & Jensen 
Modesto 521-9190

Modesto 529-0791

Sa
le

s

American Chevrolet

Honda Kawasaki of Modesto

Intero Stanislaus

Smith Chevrolet Co Inc.

Modesto 575-1606 

         Modesto 529-5424

        Sacramento (916) 671-2358

Turlock 632-3946

Starkey & Lucas Farming & Cattle

Vanderhelms Farms LLC

Valley Fresh Foods

Weaver Bros

Wyeth Dairy Inc., 

        Ceres 484-0671

        Modesto 613-6605

Turlock 667-2002

Crows Landing 854-6716

Modesto 545-2101

MHK Construction Inc.

Hawkins & Associates Engineering
Hughson 648-2107

Modesto 575-4295

Fa
rm

 M
an

ag
em

en
t Farmland Management Services

Grover Farm Management

Benchmark Farm Management

Turlock 669-0742

Modesto 602-3031

Riverbank 869-4290

Fe
ed

\F
ar

m
 S

up
pl

ie
s A.L. Gilbert

Blue Mtn. Minerals

Conlin Supply

NuWest Milling LLC

Keyes 632-2333

Columbia, 533-0127 

Oakdale 847-8977

Hughson 883-1163

In
su

ra
nc

e

Arrowhead Insurance Agency

DiBuduo & DeFendis

Hoobler Insurance Services

InsureCAL Insurance

Modesto 524-6157

        Fresno 557-2759 

Patterson 601-0418

         Turlock 250-0269

LG Crop Ins. 

Rico Pfitzer Pires Insurance Agency

Stewart Kriese Ins Agency

Western Valley Insurance Associates

Turlock 262-8140 

Gustine 854-2000

Oakdale, 847-8025 

         Turlock 634-9031

Winton Ireland Strom & Green
Turlock, Modesto, Livingston and Hilmar
667-0995

Irr
ig

at
io

n\
U

til
iti

es

Customized Water System

IJ Larsen Pumps

Modesto Irrigation District

Oakdale Irrigation District

Turlock 988-4833

Modesto 529-2020

Modesto 526-7373

Oakdale 847-0341

Turlock Irrigation District

Waterford Irrigation Supply
Turlock 883-8374

Waterford 847-1387
 

M
is
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er
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s

Alexandria Perrin LLC

Casey Moving System

Clark Pest Control

Custom TV & Stereo

Drone for Hire

         Modesto 216-7027

Ceres 531-9010

Modesto 556-5200

         Modesto 529-6231

Modesto 818-4109

Modesto Nuts Baseball Club

R & J Avila

Rocha's Valley Enterprises

Tech Heros

Quality Rodent Control, Inc.

         Modesto 572-4487

Hilmar 678-1723

Oakdale 581-1473

Hughson 883-4376

Modesto 225-4124
 

N
on

-P
ro

fit

Almond Alliance

Almond Board of California

CA Farmland Trust 

Central Valley Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

Modesto Chamber of Commerce

Oakdale Chamber of Commerce 

Modesto 559-5800

Modesto 672-9743

Elk Grove 916-544-2712

         Modesto 789-5123

Modesto 577-5757 

Oakdale 847-2244

N
ur

se
rie

s

Burchell Nursery

California Transplants

Park Greenhouse

Roos Tree Nursery

Oakdale 845-8733

Newman 862-9420 

Ripon 599-7545

Empire 847-2520
 

Morris Nursery
Riverbank 527-5553

Pe
tr

ol
eu

m

George W. Lowry

Valley Pacific Petroleum

Hunt& Sons, Inc.

Van de Pol Enterprises

Salida 545-0791

Stockton (209) 948-9412

Modesto 522-7291

Keyes 667-0236

Pr
oc

es
so

rs

Frazier Nut Farms Inc.

Grower Direct Nut Co.

Turlock Walnut Co.

Travaille & Phippen

Waterford 522-1406

Hughson 883-4890

Turlock 668-0955 

Manteca 599-6111

Re
st

au
ra

nt

Medlen's House of Beef

The Fruit Yard

Rodin Farms

Rodin Ranch

Oakdale 847-4379

Modesto 577-3093

        Oakdale

Modesto 577-3224

Sa
fe

ty

Ve
te

rin
ar

y

Adian Equine

Dairy Veterinary Services
Oakdale 847-8258

Escalon 551-3949

 

Modesto & Empire Traction Co.

Nationwide Insurance 

Paul Wenger 

PG&E

        Modesto 524-4631

        Sacramento (530) 701-4486

         Modesto

        Modesto 726-6303

Sierra Grain Terminal

Stanislaus County Sheriff's Department

Stanislaus Farm Supply

TriCal

        Turlock 667-2002

        Modesto 525-7117

         Modesto 765-1142

         Oakdale (831) 245-7611

Yosemite Farm Credit
        Turlock 667-2366
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Stanislaus Farm Supply  
Board of Directors
Annual Meeting

Stanislaus County Farm 
Bureau
1201 L Street, Modesto, CA  
95354
10:00 AM on Wednesday, 
February 1, 2023

 

Election of Directors:
Frank Azevedo - Incumbent
Greg Nunes – Incumbent
Dave Wheeler - Incumbent

Interested candidates con-
tact Nominating Committee 
Chair, John Barindelli at 
(209) 559-7395 or jbarindel-
li@gmail.com

Commentary: Supporting 
our farmers through 
research and data

By Amrith Gunasekara 

The California Bountiful Founda-
tion supports data-driven studies 
that analyze potential policies that 
could affect farming and ranching 
in California, America’s largest 
agricultural economy. 

The California Bountiful Foun-
dation, the nonprofit research 
affiliate of the California Farm 
Bureau, recently commissioned 
economic studies on European 
Union agricultural policies that 
could be considered in Cali-
fornia. The EU policies seek to 
increase organic farming to 30% 
of total agricultural production 
and reduce chemical pesticide 
use 50% by 2030.

Data from ERA Economics, a 
Davis-based consultancy spe-
cializing in the economics of 
agriculture and water resources, 
revealed that such 2030 bench-
marks could spike the costs of 
California lettuce production 
and increase food prices. Simi-
larly, the data revealed that pro-
cessing tomato growers would 
suffer from substantial market 
disruptions.

Just as U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture studies estimated that 
the EU strategy could have a 
negative global impact of up to 
$1.1 trillion, research and data 
is critical for evaluating policy 
prescriptions to ensure that 
philosophical goals are sup-
ported by facts.

In California, farmers, ranch-
ers and timber producers know 
well that assumptions do not 
fit well in agricultural systems. 
Real data drive their daily 
decision-making processes.

The goal of the California Boun-
tiful Foundation is to enhance 
research and data collection 
and analysis that can evaluate 
solutions for California agricul-
ture amid challenges of climate 
change. Unfortunately, there is 
often a lack of understanding 
by consumers and policymak-
ers alike on what it takes to 

grow food. That can lead to 
poorly conceived regulations 
that adversely impact our food 
costs and increase food insecu-
rity.

Backed by the California Farm 
Bureau, the California Bounti-
ful Foundation was recently 
realigned as a research clearing-
house for supporting studies on 
climate-smart agriculture, farm-
ing technology, forest manage-
ment, and water and economic 
security with real data. The 
foundation fosters technical and 
scientific engagement with Cali-
fornia academic institutions. 
It is dedicated to science and 
research to help keep our fam-
ily farms viable and to sustain 
America’s most bountiful—and 
critical—agricultural sector for 
the future.

The Bountiful Foundation 
seeks, obtains and implements 
grants supporting scientific 
research. Its work can inform 
policymakers and potential leg-
islation, as well as educate the 
public on California farming, 
ranching and agricultural food 
production.

The Bountiful Foundation 
website, www.californiaboun-
tifulfoundation.com, includes 
research and studies. It also 
includes an introduction to the 
California Bountiful Foundation 
Science Data Working Group, 
which encourages participation 
of farmers, ranchers and timber 
producers who routinely gather 
information and data from 
working farms, ranches and 
forests.

This on-site data can have 
tremendous value to academia, 
consumers and policymak-
ers as it represents real-world 
conditions for agriculture and 
forestry. With ever-increasing 
demands for transparency in 
our food-production system, 
compiling and sharing this data 
can serve agriculture and in-
form the public on food pro-
duction in California and on 
protecting the 
state’s environ-
ment and natu-
ral resources.

Sophisticated 

See DATA on 
page 17



It’s our Annual Scholarship Fundraiser

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
BAY AREA | SANTA ROSA | MODESTO

800.640.1227
Equipment | Sales | Service  

PacificBayEquipment.com

Premier Provider of Innovative Cleaning, Sanitizing, Disinfecting & Water Treatment Solutions since 1976. 

Can you afford downtime?
You need the experts! We fix all 
brands! Ask about our cost-saving 
Maintenance programs!

 Tank and barrel  
cleaning devices

 Steam generators  
and cleaners

 Custom solutions

 Water recycle systems

 Detergents/sanitizers

 Custom trailer units

 Pressure washers

 Floor scrubbers

 Rentals

 Parts & Accessories

*25% off if machine needs to be ordered. Offers good until 3/27/23.

30% off 
 ALL machines in stock!*

 FREE 1 year service with purchase of 
Wastewater Treatment System

 Drop by our booth for extra discounts!

Awesome Ag 
Show Specials!

DON’T GET ‘RED TAGGED’ & SHUT DOWN!

Treat Your Water Right!
Our innovative wastewater treatment & 
management systems will save you water, manage 
wastewater, improve efficiencies and reduce costs.

• Eliminates Flu’  
and Covid-19 

• Food Grade Sanitizer 
• CDC-approved/ 

EPA-registered 
disinfectant

$1,917
SAVE! SAVE!

Vital Oxide

$2,544

230v Motor 
Diesel Burner

3.5 GPM 2000 PSI 
Mod#795SS

Gas Engine 
Diesel Burner

4.0 GPM 3500 PSI 
Mod#1075SSE

Our no-cost, no-obligation consultation 
to help you determine the best and most 
cost-effective options for your business!

ASK US 
ABOUT:

 Reduce Municipal Charges or Fees

 Satisfy State & Local WDRs

 Water Recycle & Recovery Systems   

 Water Conditioning Systems  

 Waste Water Treatment Systems

 Custom-designed solutions 

 Stationary & Mobile Systems

 Local Support & Service

penny.arana@cdfa.ca.gov 

CDFA ANNOUNCES NEW 
2023 CUSP GRANT PROGRAM 
APPLICATION PERIOD 
The 2023 CUSP (California Un-
derserved and Small Producers 
Program) grant program will 
provide critical drought relief 
technical assistance and direct 
financial assistance for small 
and medium scale producers or 
socially disadvantaged farmers 
and ranchers, as well as assis-
tance with business planning, 
marketing strategies, and other 
economic recovery activities. 
This program also supports 
organizations to act as “re-
gional grant administrators” to 
provide direct grant assistance 
for underserved farmers and 
ranchers to aid in drought relief 
measures. In anticipation of the 
upcoming grant solicitation, the 
CDFA has published a sum-
mary of public comments re-

From Review on page 5 ceived on the 2023 CUSP Grant 
Program draft RFA, during the 
public comment period from 
November 4 to November 18, 
2022. These public comments 
were collected to help inform 
the program’s components. A 
summary of the comments and 
draft RFA can be found on the 
program’s website: www.cdfa.
ca.gov/CUSP/ CDFA will pub-
lish a final 2023 CUSP Grant 
Program RFA, with an antici-
pated application opening date 
of January 16, 2023. The appli-
cation period will be open until 
March 16, 2023. The application 
will be available through the 
Amplifund platform. For this 
round of funding, the CUSP 
Program has $2 million avail-
able under the Technical Assis-
tance Grant Program for organi-
zations supporting underserved 
farmers and ranchers, and $20 
million for direct drought relief 
assistance for underserved 
farmers and ranchers through 
the CUSP Drought Relief Direct 

Farmer Grant Program. 

The following entities are eligi-
ble to apply for technical assis-
tance grants and/or administer 
block grant drought relief funds 
for farmers and ranchers: Non-
profit organizations, tribal gov-
ernments, county departments 
of agriculture, and resource 
conservation districts (RCDs). 
Technical assistance providers 
must have demonstrated exper-
tise in assisting small-scale and 
medium-scale socially disad-
vantaged farmers and ranchers. 
Eligible entities can apply for 
one or both of the 2023 CUSP 
Program components: 

Technical Assistance to Sup-
port Underserved Farmers 
and Ranchers – Funding for 
technical assistance providers 
to support farmers and ranch-
ers in applying for Federal 
and State drought relief grant 
programs and assistance with 
business planning, financial and 

marketing strategies needed to 
be resilient and stay in business 
during the on-going drought 
in California. CUSP Drought 
Relief Direct Farmer Grant – 
Eligible entities are also able to 
apply as a “regional administra-
tor” to distribute grant funds 
directly to individual farmers 
and ranchers to aid in address-
ing specific drought relief 
financial needs that have been 
experienced as a result of the 
on-going drought in California.
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Farm Supply Thanks You For Your Support!
As a farmer-owned cooperative we have been providing the 
Products, Services and Expertise that deliver consistent 
results for our growers since 1949.  
Whether you’re a Farmer or a Homeowner; we have you 
covered with the best products and services in the industry.

• Fertilizer
• Crop Protection
• Seed
• Feed
• Livestock 

Equipment
• Animal Health 
• Garden Supplies 
• And More!!!

Modesto
624 E. Service Rd. 

Modesto, CA 95358
(209) 538-7070

Merced
674 S. Highway 59
Merced, CA 95341

(209) 723-0704

Kerman
12800 W. Shields Ave
Kerman, CA 93630

(559) 474-4400

“We Take Care of The Farmer….Because We Are Owned by The Farmer”.
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How the LandFlex Incentive Program 
Can Assist Dairy Farmers

Brian German, Ag News Director, AgNet West

The LandFlex incentive program offers farmers financial support 
as part of the effort to address water availability. Producers in 
critically over drafted basins will have the opportunity to enroll 
in different incentive options. Chief Executive Officer of Western 
United Dairies, Anja Raudabaugh explained how the program 
would be beneficial for dairy farmers.

“If a farmer is double cropping wheat and corn, for example, 
you’re looking on average, depending on your basin, at about five 
acre-feet per acre of consumptive water use from the aquifer. If 
you wanted to transition to, for example, upcycling byproducts, 
nonhuman consumables like almond hulls, citrus pulp and peel, 
bakery waste,” Raudabaugh noted, “DWR will pay him by the 
acre approximately $2,200, and depending on what you’re transi-
tioning to, the transition payment goes up or down.”

Farmers have a high probability of being selected for an award 

if they are in an over drafted basin and are located adjacent to 
domestic wells. The overall goal of the program is to reduce the 
demand for groundwater demand. Financial support is being 
made available for farmers to rotationally and temporarily fallow 
ground that relies on groundwater needed for domestic wells.

“If they were to enroll some acreage they would be paid immedi-
ately for that year of fallowing,” said Raudabaugh. “They would 
then be paid to transition per acre, so if they wanted to transition 
away from that double cropping to simply wheat or cover crop – 
cover cropping is a requirement as part of LandFlex, we want to 
make sure that we don’t create any nuisances – then they could 
also choose to either cap the amount of overdraft they wanted to 
enroll in these acres. But they will be required to give up some if 
not all of their transition water. We want to relieve pressure on 
that demand problem that we have within the groundwater sys-
tem immediately.”

The grant solicitation period for the LandFlex incentive program 
is set to begin on January 17, with an applicant workshop sched-
uled for January 19. Final awards will be announced at the end of 
February.



The Largest Selection of Heavy Duty Shop Tools and Machinery In Northern California

Modesto (209) 529-8984          Turlock (209) 632-2315
512 River Road                      712 Lander Avenue

RAYCO INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY
Locally Owned and Operated Since 1969

Air Compressors

Steam and High Pressure Cleaners 
Metal Working Tools and Machinery

Automotive Tools and Equipment, Shop Heaters and Coolers
Hand Tools, Abrasives, Saw Blades and Safety Supplies
Power Tools, Wood Working Tools and Machinery

Used Tool and Machinery Dealer
Sales and Service
California Contractors License 708487

6.5" x 3"

Phil Rumble:  
(209) 996-1517 
Matt Rumble:  
(209) 996-8161

Topping    Hedging 
(Fall 2021: Hedging Down to 2’)

Skirting

Dual Mechanical 
Brush Stacking

Almond/Walnut 
Conditioning

Orchard 
Management

Have you seen this Jeep or Tractor?
Army Jeep, WWII

December 11, 1941 commissioned
Stolen September 21, 2022

Kubota Tractor
Stolen December 3, 2022

Stolen during the night from a ranch in Modesto, near the 
intersection of Roselle Ave. & Sylvan Ave.

Call Albert Gonzales with any information, 209-505-1752
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Almond growers hope for a better 2023, 
after ‘toughest’ year
California’s almond sector is hoping for a more prosperous 2023 
after a year of drought, water shortages, supply chain disruptions 
and inflationary pressures. Almond Board of California President 
and CEO Richard Waycott told the organization’s 50th annual con-
ference in Sacramento that this year was “probably the toughest 
we’ve had as an industry.” California’s almond acreage decreased 
in 2022 for the first time in more than 25 years, with some growers 
toppling trees due to the third year of drought.

Demand returning for dairy products, despite in-
creased costs
Demand for California dairy products is increasing as normal for 
the holiday season, despite inflation that has spiked costs of many 
dairy offerings. While general inflation in 2022 reached a 40-year 
high of 8.5%, dairy products experienced far-higher price in-
creases. Butter, for example, was up by more than 26% in October 
compared to a year ago. Despite higher prices, movement of dairy 
products has been picking up in recent months, as holiday-season 
baking boosts sales, according to the Dairy Institute of California. 

Firms help farmers transition to organic production
California Certified Organic Farmers and other organic certifiers 
are helping growers with paperwork, inspections and logistics to 
transition to organic production. To be certified as organic grow-
ers, producers must go through a three-year transition in which 
they stop using synthetic fertilizers, pesticides or other prohibited 
materials. During the transition, their crops can’t command price 
premiums of organic products. The number of U.S. farms transi-
tioning to organic has dropped 71% since 2008. 

Researchers study light spectrum for pairing crops 
with solar panels
University of California, Davis, researchers are studying the ef-
ficiency of agrivoltaics, in which crops are grown in the shade of 
solar panels. In a study published in the journal Earth’s Future, 
researchers found that certain parts of the light spectrum are bet-
ter for growing plants, while other parts are best suited for solar 
production. Their analysis suggests that solar energy is produced 
more efficiently with the blue part of the light spectrum, while the 
red part is better for plants. The research could help improve solar 
and crop production systems.

Strawberry growers increase acreage to meet record 
demand
California strawberry growers are projected to plant record straw-
berry acreage in 2023. According to the California Strawberry 
Commission, farmers are planting more strawberries this year “to 
meet record consumer demand.” To satisfy that demand, Califor-
nia growers are expected to plant 41,570 acres of strawberries this 
year. That would be up from 40,714 acres last year. Of the 2023 

total, 31,852 acres are already in the ground. Fall strawberry plant-
ings produce fruit during the winter, spring and summer months.

New laws may ease export fees, create farm work-
force challenges
New California laws, which went into effect New Year’s Day, are 
expected to impact farm operations and exports. Key legislation 
passed last year includes Assembly Bill 2406. That law is intended 
to keep international ocean carriers from imposing onerous cargo 
detention and demurrage charges on farm goods delayed at Cali-
fornia ports. Meanwhile, AB 2183 will allow labor unions to or-
ganize agricultural employees by collecting signatures instead of 
holding secret-ballot elections. Agricultural groups say it may lead 
to union intimidation.

Research project seeks to sustain pistachio produc-
tion in warmer climates
University researchers from California and other states are join-
ing in a four-year research project that seeks to improve pistachio 
production as growers face warmer winters and water shortages. 
California grows 99% of America’s pistachio crop and nearly 60% 
of the world’s crop. Researchers at University of California, Davis, 
UC Merced, New Mexico State University and Purdue University 
are conducting research to aid pistachio pollination and to devel-
op rootstocks that can thrive despite increasing water scarcity. 

Report: Dairy farmers are on track to meet methane 
emission reduction goals
California dairy farmers are making progress in reducing methane 
emissions. According to a new report, the state’s dairy industry is 
on track to meet a goal of reducing methane emissions by 40% by 
2030. The report was produced by the California Dairy Research 
Foundation and the University of California, Davis, CLEAR Cen-
ter. The report notes that dairies’ use of feed additives is expected 
to have a positive impact in curbing enteric methane produced by 
livestock. Several new feed additives are expected to become com-
mercially available soon.

Website
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Bays Ranch
Inc.

Thank you for your President'sThank you for your President's
Club Membership!Club Membership!

Our premium level of membership comes with numerous additional
benefits with a customizable package. Your support plays a vital role in
Stanislaus County Farm Bureau's efforts in defining and addressing the

issues facing the Agricultural Industry today. Stanislaus County Farm
Bureau would like to thank our dynamic President's Club Members!
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 FOR MORE INFO,
 FOR MORE INFO,

  PLEASE VIS IT
  PLEASE VIS IT

EXACTCORP .COM
EXACTCORP .COM

       OR CALL 
       OR CALL 

     209.544.8600
     209.544.8600

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!
  FOR EVERY PHASE    FOR EVERY PHASE  
OF NUT PRODUCT ION. . .OF NUT PRODUCT ION. . .
  FOR EVERY PHASE    FOR EVERY PHASE  
OF NUT PRODUCT ION. . .OF NUT PRODUCT ION. . .

SWEEPERSSWEEPERS

CALL US  CALL US  
TO SCHEDULE  TO SCHEDULE  

YOUR HARVEST YOUR HARVEST 
DEMOS  DEMOS  

CONDIT IONERSCONDIT IONERS

CARTSCARTS

R.O.P.S. 
Certified

Eligible for the
LOW-DUST

Nut Harvester

Replacement Program

by the San Joaquin

Valley Air Pollution

Control District

SELF-PROPELLEDSELF-PROPELLED

LOW-DUST CONDIT IONERSLOW-DUST CONDIT IONERS

E-CABSE-CABS

HARVESTERSHARVESTERS

SPRAYERSSPRAYERS

American Farm Bureau  

By Joby Young, Executive Vice 
President at the American Farm 
Bureau Federation.

For many, 2022 was a year of 
change and transition. As we all 
thankfully watched the worst 
of the pandemic pass, new 
challenges arose, especially in 
farm country, as post-pandemic 
changes in consumer behavior, 
global supply chains, and mon-
etary policy caused major shifts 
in the economy.

It was a year of transition for 
me personally, as I joined the 
American Farm Bureau as Ex-
ecutive Vice President. A prior-
ity for me once onboard was to 
get out and meet our members, 
so I traveled the country doing 
just that. I’m grateful to have 
been warmly welcomed into the 
Farm Bureau family and look 
forward to advocating for solu-
tions in 2023.

While the last year will be 
remembered for issues such as 
sharply rising input costs, ag 
labor concerns, and overzeal-
ous regulatory proposals, many 
of these will carry into 2023 as 
well. On some, we’ll look to 
build on great progress in 2022, 
while in others we’ll be seeking 
solutions that were elusive last 
year. 

Rising input costs

An issue at the forefront last 
year was the rising cost of ev-
erything. The high cost of fuel 
severely impacted farmers and 
ranchers, especially as they nav-
igated the fall harvest season. 
The cost of fertilizer increased 
by more than 60% from 2021 to 
2022. Thankfully, at our urg-
ing, the U.S. International Trade 
Commission rejected proposed 
tariffs on imports of a key 
fertilizer ingredient. Whether 
in fuel, fertilizer, or other sup-
ply costs—continued increases 
in 2023 are not sustainable. We 
will pursue every policy option 
possible to stabilize and lower 
supply costs.

Ag labor

The lack of farmworkers contin-
ues to be U.S. agriculture’s most 
frustrating challenge. With ris-
ing wage rates and record usage 
of the H-2A visa program, labor 
shortages must be addressed. 
We spent a great deal of time 
trying to negotiate a bipartisan 
solution. Unfortunately, ne-
gotiators were unable to reach 
agreement. We are right back at 
the table with a new Congress 
as we work to make the H-2A 
program accessible and afford-
able.

Trade

We are very concerned about 
Mexico’s push to 
phase out the im-
portation of biotech 
corn and agriculture 
products. This im-
port ban would hurt 
the people of Mexico 
as well as America’s 
farmers, who are 
dedicated to grow-
ing safe and afford-
able food for families 
on both sides of the 
border. We appreci-
ate Secretary Vilsack 
for standing firm in 
support of American 
agriculture – fair 
trade with Mexico 
is a must. With the 
U.S. falling behind 
other ag exporting 
countries, agricul-
tural trade leaders 
have their work cut 
out for them to catch 
up with meaningful 
trade agreements.

Water regulation 
and rights

In 2023, water is 
going to continue 
to be a big issue. 
The new Waters of 
the U.S. rule gives 
government sweep-
ing control over 
private property and 
doubles down on the 
old, confusing sig-
nificant nexus test. 
Then there is the is-
sue of limited water 
supplies, particularly 
in the west. Farmers 

and ranchers want to conserve 
this resource, ensure its qual-
ity, and remain true partners in 
addressing water issues. We’ll 
keep advocating for policy solu-
tions that recognize this in 2023.

Farm bill

The farm bill will be front and 
center in 2023. It’s a critical tool 
to ensure our nation’s food and 
farm security but we need to 
modernize it to meet today’s 
challenges. The farm safety 
net, including risk manage-

ment tools like crop insurance, 
must be strengthened. Farm bill 
conservation programs and re-
search funding – pivotal to the 
sustainability advances we’ve 
achieved – must be appropri-
ately targeted and focused on 
partnership with producers to 
achieve the goals of tomorrow. 
My hope is that the long tradi-
tion of bipartisan cooperation 
to pass farm bills continues in 
2023. It’s key to America’s farm-
ers and ranchers continuing to 
provide the safest, most afford-
able food supply in the world.
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Plowing through the past
Docent enjoys helping visitors
understand agriculture’s evolution

Interview by Linda DuBois
Photos by Fred Greaves

The estimated 40,000 visitors each year to the California Agri-
culture Museum in Woodland are greeted by friendly docents 
who offer tours, answer questions and explain the ins and outs of 
hundreds of antique tractors, exhibits and artifacts. These are also 
the folks who keep the museum clean and organized. The volun-
teer coordinator of the 10 dedicated regulars is 87-year-old Gene 
Muhlenkamp, who has faithfully served at the 45,000-square-foot 
Yolo County museum since it opened in 1997. Born on an Ohio 
farm, he had a long career with a commercial airline before retir-
ing and staying busy with part-time jobs and volunteer commit-
ments.

Describe your schedule and day-to-day duties.

Tuesday mornings, when the museum is closed, are our work-
days. We work on landscaping, changing around displays, clean-
ing or repairing a few things. Then, I’m the docent on schedule the 
second and fourth Thursdays of every month, plus on call for any 
tours coming through. When a group comes in, normally I intro-
duce them to the museum and ask if they want a docent to go with 
them. If so, I’ll find out how long they have to spend and plan my 
tour accordingly. Sometimes they just want to walk through on 
their own. In that case, I just let them know I’m available to an-
swer any questions.

Who are your typical tour groups and how large are they?

It varies. We may only get half a dozen and we’ve had as many as 
120, but then we try to have other docents come in so we can split 
them up and keep each group down to 25. The biggest groups 
we’re getting are homeschooled and private-school children and 
other (youth) organizations. We also get families and clubs. Last 
week we had a women’s group come in. I’ve had people from all 

different countries. I had a fam-
ily here last week from the U.K. 
and their older son was quite 
involved in restoring antique 
equipment. He just could not 
quit looking at all this stuff and 
asking questions.

What are some of the most 
popular displays?

The (kids) are interested in the 
old barn where we have a lot 
of displays that show what our 
children had to do in the early 
days to help their parents on the 
farms. A lot of people are very 
interested in the equipment. We 
go into the early invention of 
tractors, the tractors built in the 
early 1900s, and we try to point 
out all the different types and 
the different styles, how they 
were made … and how they led 
us up to what we have today. 
The big World War II crawler 
gets a lot of attention. Then 
there’s the hillside combine and 
the snowmobile—a converted 
tractor used by the U.S. Postal 
Service to deliver mail in Truck-
ee/Tahoe during the winter. The 
most common question we get 
is, “How in the heck did people 
make some of this stuff in the 
early 1900s with what they had 
to work with then?”

What do you hope visitors get 
out of their visit?

Visitors have a chance to see 
where we came from in farm-

See PAST on page 19
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                                                                                                                January 2023 

Dear Valued Members, 

 
Stanislaus Farm Supply is seeking potential nominees to run in the upcoming election(s) for the 
cooperative’s Board of Directors.  Currently, there are three (3) director’s seats up for election in 
District #1 and one (1) director seat up for election in District #2.  Directors are compensated. 
 

District #1 – 2023 Director Election Expiring (3 Year, Regular Term) 

1) Dave Wheeler - (Incumbent seeking re-election) 
2) Greg Nunes - (Incumbent seeking re-election) 
3) OPEN SEAT - Seeking Nominees 

District #2 - 2023 Director Election (1 Year, Special Term) 

1) OPEN SEAT – Seeking Nominees 
 

District #1 – Principal residence residing in California Counties; San Joaquin, Stanislaus, 
Merced, Tuolumne, Calaveras, Mariposa, Contra Costa, Alameda, Santa Clara, San Benito.  

District #2 - Principal residence residing outside the physical boundaries of the California 
Counties listed under District #1.  
 
If you are interested or know someone who may be interested, please contact the Nominating 
Committee Chair, John Barindelli at (209) 595-7395 or jbarindelli@gmail.com by the date below. 
 
NOMINATION DEADLINE:  JANUARY 31, 2023 
 
TIME REQUIREMENTS: Board Meetings are held bi-monthly (every other month) with special 
meetings as agreed upon by the Board. The duration of meetings are typically four hours, but 
may vary.  Board meetings may be held in Stanislaus County, Fresno County or virtually.  

In recent years, the need for a farmer-owned supply company has shown itself to be invaluable 
both in maintaining a reliable supply of products and in allowing farmers to financially participate 
in a successful crop input supply company.  Lastly, participation as a director provides valuable 
insights into the world of agrochemicals, global trade, supply chain and crop input commodities.  
If this interests you, we look forward to receiving your information.   

Respectfully, 

 

 

                                                                                                    Nickolas J. Biscay      
President & Chief Executive Officer 
     

 

Stanislaus Farm Supply, Co. 
624 E Service Rd. 
Modesto, CA 95358 
(209) 538-7070  
www.FarmSupply.com  

DWR ‘Cautiously Optimistic’ 
After First 2023 Snow Survey

Brian German, Ag News Director, 
AgNet West

The first 2023 snow survey from 
the California Department of 
Water Resources (DWR) dem-
onstrated a strong start to the 
year. DWR reported that Phillips 
Station has a snow depth of 55.5 
inches and a snow water content 
of 17.5 inches. The results repre-
sent 177 percent of the average to 
date and 72 percent of the April 1 
average at that location.

“We’re cautiously optimistic at 
this point, but we all know what 
could happen if the pattern turns 
dry, similar to what it did last 
year when we experienced the 
driest January through March on 
record,” said Sean de Guzman, 
Manager of DWR’s Snow Sur-
veys and Water Supply Forecast-
ing Unit.

During the first manual snow 
survey of the previous water 
year, California’s overall snow-
pack was measured at 160 per-
cent of the average. De Guzman 
noted that the state is off to an 
even better start in 2023. “To-
day’s survey is actually in line 
with our automated snow sen-
sor network which is currently 
reporting 174 percent of average 
to date,” de Guzman explained.
Another storm system is expect-
ed to bring more rain and snow 
to California through the rest of 
the week and into the weekend. 
DWR Director Karla Nemeth 
said they are expecting a colder 
storm system, which should bode 
well for continuing to bolster the 
current snowpack. Even with 
the encouraging readings from 
the first 2023 snow survey, DWR 
points out there is a long way to 
go before April 1.

“Our snowpack is actually off to 
one of its best starts in the past 
40 years. However, that doesn’t 
mean we’re out of the woods 
quite yet,” said de Guzman. “No 
single storm event will end the 
drought. We’ll need consecutive 
storms month after month after 
month of above average rain, 
snow, and runoff to help really 
refill our reservoirs.”
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One University Circle
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INDUSTRY CERTIFICATION
COURSES IN FOOD SAFETY
ADVANCE YOUR CAREER WITH HACCP AND PCQI TRAINING

Lunch provided.
Registration opens November 21.

Turlock Campus

Cost: $675

January 10 - 11
8:30 am - 4:30 pm

Cost: $750

January 18 - 19
8:30 am - 4:30 pm

January 20
8:30 am - 12:30 pm

Turlock Campus

CERTIFICATIONS

collection is also a necessary antidote to avoid setting policy 
goals based on philosophies that may be lacking in facts.

To address climate change and work to protect and enhance our 
water resources, California policymakers need as much informa-
tion as possible. The health of our air, water and soil requires sci-
ence, research, facts and data. For agriculture, data is also key to 
understanding potential policy impacts for inflation, labor costs 
or the ability of growers to manage agricultural pests that can 
threaten our food supply.

However, one concern that farmers, ranchers and timber pro-
ducers have is over how their data will be used and shared. 
Protecting private farm, ranch and forest information is crucial. 
This is where the role of the California Bountiful Foundation can 
be invaluable. As a nonprofit, the foundation will act as a cred-
ible entity that removes private information from data collection 
before any findings are shared for further research.

Ultimately, sharing data from our farms, ranches and forests 
with our academic institutions and research scholars can gener-
ate information that is accurate and thorough. The California 
Bountiful Foundation provides a unique opportunity for the 
agricultural community and academia to work together in fur-
thering understanding of challenges affecting agriculture—while 
also developing solutions to guide our farming and ranching 
future.

In an era of modern technology, improving data collection is key 
for protecting our farms and enhancing our food production. 
Ultimately, scientific and technological solutions will help us 
address challenges of securing California’s food production and 
protecting our environment as well as growing opportunities for 
our farmers, ranchers, foresters and agricultural businesses.

Supporting research, data and facts will educate the public and 
policymakers on California agriculture so that it may endure 
and prosper for generations to come.

(Amrith Gunasekara, Ph.D., is director of science and research 
for the California Bountiful Foundation, an affiliate 501(c)(3) of 
the California Farm Bureau. He may be reached at agunasekara@
cfbf.com.)

From DATA on page 8
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California Farm Bureau Reacts to ‘Waters of U.S.’ Rule
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency on Dec. 30 released the revised definition of the 
“Waters of the United States” rule to redefine waters protected under the federal Clean Water 
Act. This new rule will replace the Navigable Waters Protection Rule.

California Farm Bureau President Jamie Johansson expressed his concerns on behalf of farm-
ers, ranchers and agricultural businesses in the state.

“This rule will have a substantial effect on our members and the ability of our farmers and 
ranchers in California to continue to utilize their land,” Johansson said. “We are particularly 
concerned about small farms and ranches needing costly legal or consulting expertise to farm 
ground they have already thoughtfully and sustainably stewarded.”

The California Farm Bureau works to protect family farms and ranches on behalf of nearly 
29,000 members statewide and as part of a nationwide network of 5.3 million Farm Bureau 
members. 

New Year's Eve  

With the old year out an' the 
New Year in  

What have we gained, for our-
selves within  

Or do we carry on the same old 
way  

We've learned there's time for 
work and time to play 

But stop right there my dear 
kind friend  

There's more to life, then just 
wanting to end.  

So let's turn over a brand new 
leaf  

An change most of our way in 
our belief  

There is only one God as we 
learned from birth.  

An' we know he's maker of 
Heaven on earth.  

So, let's awake an' get on the 
beam  

An' act our best like a human 
being.  

So let's live by the Good Book 
an' ready to go  

An' when called won't be left 
but in the right row.  

Not try an' be earthly saints, 
with eyes fixed on the stains. 

Just try an' be the fellows that 
our Mothers think we are. 

Now my dear friend is this 
poem fits you  

You know right well it's mostly 
true.  

Take it or leave it any way you 
want.  

Just be ready to go when the 
Lord takes count. 

By: Arby Hoobyar
SCFB Board Director 
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ing and then compare that to what we have today. In a (tractor or 
other farm vehicle) from the early days, there was no GPS, no air 
conditioning, no cab. Most didn’t even have a cushioned seat—
just solid steel—and some you had to stand up all day to drive it. 
I’m just glad I’m able to maybe help them understand a little bit 
more about how our agriculture got started and how it led us up 
to what we have today.

What do you do to keep the children engaged?

We have a little scavenger hunt to try to keep their attention. Like, 
I’ll tell them how on the farm there are certain little critters that are 
out with the farmers in the field. We tell them to find those crit-
ters and mark them down. So that keeps their attention as they go 
through the museum and look for the squirrel and the crow and 

things like that. Then, for the little children, we have a play area 
here. Riding the little pedal tractors around seems to be a bit hit.
What made you first decide to volunteer at the ag museum?
Well, probably the biggest reason was my daughter was a very, 
very close friend with the Heidrick family … and when she was an 
AAU swimmer, the Heidrick family was very supportive of her. 
They didn’t want any recognition for it, but when they established 
the museum (originally called the Heidrick Ag History Center), I 
thought this could be a way I could pay them back a little bit.

What do you enjoy most about volunteering here?

I enjoy meeting the people and talking to them and seeing their 
excitement as they go through the museum. People who come 
through are very amazed by the size and diversity. And I just like 
being here. There’s nothing in the world that is equal to this mu-
seum because of the diversity that we have. It’s just world class as 
far as I’m concerned. We’re very fortunate to have it here in Wood-
land and Yolo County.

From PAST on page 15
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Export, farm labor bills top list of 
new laws affecting ag
By Caleb Hampton, AgAlert

 Several new California laws, which went into effect New Year’s 
Day, impact farm operations and agricultural production in the 
state. The new policies relate to a range of issues, including agri-
cultural exports, pest control, water and irrigation, agricultural 
vehicles, labor unions and more.

As of Jan. 1, thanks to Assembly Bill 2406, international ocean 
carriers may no longer impose onerous fees, such as unfair cargo 
detention and demurrage charges, on agricultural exporters at 
overcrowded California ports.

In a letter supporting the law, agriculture and trucking industries 
said port fees are normally designed to encourage the efficient use 
of containers. But during the port congestion crisis, they wrote, 
“late charges have been imposed on California businesses by inter-
national ocean carriers even when containers cannot be returned 
due to circumstances not within the control of the importer, ex-
porter or trucker.”

According to the groups, ocean carriers at the Los Angeles and 
Long Beach ports were charging fees as high as 10 times those 
imposed at other major ports, with the fees ultimately in-
creasing the price of goods and services for Californians.

Meanwhile, the New Year begins with a new law that 
stands to dramatically change how labor unions can 
become certified to represent agricultural employees for 
collective bargaining purposes.

AB 2183, signed by Gov. Gavin Newsom in September, 
was strongly opposed by the California Farm Bureau 
and other agricultural groups, which argued that the bill 
was a recipe for union intimidation of farm employees. 
It will allow collection of signed ballot or authorization 
cards in lieu of holding traditional secret ballot elections.

The governor initially expressed misgivings about the 
bill. He signed it into law after pressure from United 
Farm Workers and top Democrats in Washington, in-
cluding President Joe Biden.
Newson also reached a supplemental agreement, subject 
to approval in this year’s legislation session. It would 
eliminate language in AB 2183 on voting by mail and 
instead allow the union organizing system known as 
“card-check.”

Under another new law, Senate Bill 856, farmers and 
ranchers now face fewer barriers to controlling the 
state’s wild pig population. There are an estimated 
400,000 wild pigs, which do extensive damage to farm 
and ranch properties, spread across 56 of California’s 58 
counties.

The new law, which went into effect Jan. 1, removes lim-
its on the number of wild pigs that can be taken under 
depredation permits and allows use of artificial lights to 
hunt the nocturnal animals at night. The law also pro-
hibits people from intentionally releasing pigs into the 
wild.

Several new laws were passed relating to water and ir-

rigation.

Under AB 1164, irrigation districts can now construct and main-
tain water storage and deliver irrigation supplies under the same 
rules as private entities, which had faced fewer regulations.
SB 1378 prohibits the Department of Water Resources from using 
the approval of a groundwater sustainability plan to determine the 
allocation of pumping rights.

Meanwhile, SB 880 extends the rights of agricultural irrigators that 
divert more than 100 acre-feet of water per year to take their own 
water-use measurements, provided they take a course through the 
University of California Cooperative Extension.

SB 489 fast-tracks for approval the Pajaro River Flood Risk Man-
agement Project, a $400 million effort to reduce flood risk from the 
lower Pajaro River and the Corralitos and Salsipuedes Creeks.
Other new laws impact vehicles and transportation.

Assembly Bill 2415 extends exemptions for agricultural vehicles 
from the California Highway Patrol’s Basic Inspection of Termi-
nals program through Jan. 1, 2026.

Assembly Bill 2836 provides funding to reduce pollution and 
extends incentives to private businesses and public agencies to 
voluntarily clean up older vehicles and mobile off-road engines by 
retrofitting or replacing them.


