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Agriculture is our wisest pursuit, because it will in the end contribute most 
to real wealth, good morals, and happiness.

~ Thomas Jeěerson
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To serve as the voice of Stanislaus County agriculture at all levels of 
government, while providing programs to assist its farms and family 

members and educate the general public of needs and 
importance to agriculture.
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Sweepstakes
YF&R

Support Stanislaus County Young
Farmers & Ranchers!

All tickets are $100 each and can be purchased on
our website or from a YF&R member. Please call our

office with any questions!

ALL PACKAGES VALUED AT $1,000

insureCAL
Gun

Package 
$1,000 gift card
to Alquist Arms

American
AgCredit
Backyard
Package 

Solo stove firepit,
Blackstone, Ooni

Pizza Oven

Yosemite
Farm Credit

Home
Package 

$500 Williams
Sonoma gift

card, $500 Home
Goods gift card

Support Ag Youth: Enter the 
Stanislaus County YF&R 
Sweepstakes!

The Stanislaus County Young Farmers and 

Ranchers (YF&R) are excited to announce 
our 2025 Sweepstakes Fundraiser—and we 
need your support! This year, we’ve put to-
gether three incredible prize packages, each 
valued at $1,000, thanks to generous dona-
tions from insureCAL, American AgCredit, 

and Yosemite Farm Credit.

Whether you're looking to upgrade your 
backyard BBQ setup, shop for the home, or 
purchase a new firearm, we’ve got a pack-
age for you! Tickets are $100 each and give 
you a chance to win one of the following:

•	 insureCAL Gun Package: $1,000 gift 
card to Alquist Arms

•	 American AgCredit Backyard Pack-
age: Solo stove firepit, Blackstone, and an 
Ooni Pizza Oven

•	 Yosemite Farm Credit Home Pack-
age: $500 gift card to Williams Sonoma + 
$500 to Home Goods

All proceeds from this fundraiser directly 
benefit our local ag community. Funds 
raised help us purchase livestock animals 
from deserving youth at the Stanislaus 
County Fair and provide scholarships to 
students pursuing degrees in agriculture. 
It’s one of the many ways YF&R invests in 
the future of our industry and supports the 
next generation of agricultural leaders.

Tickets can be purchased through our 
website or by reaching out to any YF&R 
member. Your support makes a diěer-
ence—we hope you’ll join us in giving back 
while geĴing the chance to win big!

For questions or to learn more, please 
contact the Stanislaus County Farm Bureau 
oĜce. Let’s keep agriculture strong in our 
county—together!
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Don Pedro Pump has been serving the Central Valley since 
1938, offering high-quality pump solutions to agricultural, 

industrial, and municipal clients. With our custom-made dairy 
pumps and expertise in the groundwater industry, we handle 

all aspects of your project to ensure top-notch results and fully 
support your growing business needs.

PUMP SALES & REPAIR

(209) 632-3161   |   INFO@DONPEDRoPUMP.COM   |   1930 SOUTH WALNUT ROAD TURLOCK, CA 95380

ELECTRICAL SERVICE  & INSTALLATION

MACHINE & FABRICaTION SHOP WELL DEVELOPMENT & REHABILITATION

DISCHaRGE & PIPING SYSTEMS

DAIRY WASTE PUMP /
DESIGN & MANUFACTURING

• Turbine Pumps

• Submersible Pumps

• Propeller/Mixed Flow Pumps

• Centrifugal Booster Pumps

• Sewage & Drain Pumps

• Solar Well Systems

• Custom Built Dairy Waste Pumps

• Return, Flush & Irrigation Pumps

• Floating Lagoon Pumps

• 50+ Years of Machine Shop Experience

• Custom Welding/Fabrication

• 26” Swing Capacities at 4’

• 16” Swing Capacities at 10’

• Milling and Keying Capabilites

• Turbine Pump Well Development (Up To 500HP)

• Down Well Video Inspection

• Airburst Technologies

• Swabbing

• Jetting

• Airlifting

• Well Liner Installations• Well Liner Installations

• Well Abandonment

• Filter & Manifold Installation

• Concrete Pad & Pedestal Installation

• Pipeline - Design / Installation / Repair

• Sand Media Filters

• Flowmeter Installation

• Sand Separator Installs

• 24 Hour On-Call Emergency Service & Troubleshooting

• Complete Electrical Service Installs (PGE,TID,MID & SMUD)

• Variable Frequency Drives  (VFD) Panels

• Soft Start Panels

• Preventative Maintenance Programs

• 508A Panel Shop

• PLC Systems• PLC Systems

• Radio Communication Systems
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See BILL on page 21

One Big Beautiful Bill: Senate 
Edition

Source: American Farm Bureau 

The Senate passed their version of the One 
Big Beautiful Bill Act on July 1. This Market 
Intel highlights the significant diěerences 
between that bill and the bill advanced in 
the House of Representatives on June 22. 
For a full overview of provisions benefit-
ing farmers and ranchers, see our previous 
Market Intel, “One Big Beautiful Bill Act: 
Agricultural Provisions.”

The Senate provided support for farmers 
and ranchers nationwide by passing their 
version of the “One Big Beautiful Bill Act 
(OBBBA).” Some details of the House bill 
were altered to ensure compliance with the 
Byrd Rule, which requires that all provi-
sions of a reconciliation bill impact the 
government’s budget – through changing 
revenues or spending. This rule is enforced 
by the Senate parliamentarian who deter-
mines if any part of the bill is non-Byrd 
Rule compliant, which would require 60 

–votes to pass.

The final Senate bill provides additional in-
vestments in agricultural support programs 
and additional certainty for farmers’ and 
ranchers’ tax bills.

Investing in Agriculture
Both the House and Senate budget reconcil-
iation packages aim to strengthen the farm 
safety net by updating key commodity 
risk management programs. Both versions 
continue Agricultural Risk Coverage (ARC) 
and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) payments, 
and increase reference prices and commod-
ity loan rates. These updates beĴer reĚect 
today’s higher production costs and market 
conditions. Overall, the Senate version in-
vests over $65.6 billion into the farm safety 
net, $9 billion more than in the House ver-
sion.

In addition, there are a few key diěerences 
between the House and Senate text. First, 
while the Senate keeps the updated refer-
ence prices from the House version, the 
Senate text increases the PLC reference 

price escalator 
calculation to 88% 
compared to the 
current 85%. Re-
member, this is the 
provision included 
in the 2018 Farm 
Bill that can adjust 
the eěective refer-
ence price based on 
past market prices. 
The Senate also 
includes a escala-
tor that increases 
reference prices by 
0.5% a year starting 
in 2031, identical 
to the House, but 
caps the increase at 
113% of the original 
statutory reference 
price, slightly be-
low the House cap 
of 115%. The Senate 
also addresses the 
current crop year 

already in progress and allows producers 
to automatically receive the higher of the 
ARC-CO or PLC payment without having 
to make an election for the 2025 crop year. 
Additionally, the Senate does not move 
forward a House plan for a PLC cost-saving 
Ěoor for corn that would limit support 
when market prices are high. Both ver-
sions improve ARC-CO by increasing the 
benchmark revenue cap, though the Senate 
increased the cap to 12%, while the House 
set it at 12.5% for crop years 2025 through 
2032.

The Senate version updates the Federal 
Crop Insurance program to allow farm-
ers to purchase the Supplemental Cover-
age Option (SCO) while enrolled in ARC. 
Historically, SCO was only available to 
those enrolled in PLC, limiting coverage 
options. Expanding access to both ARC and 
SCO will give farmers more Ěexibility and 
strengthen their risk management tools.

Secure Rural Schools was not included in 
this version of the OBBBA because the Sen-
ate had already chosen to reauthorize the 
program as a stand-alone bill. The Senate 
passed the Secure Rural Schools Authori-
zation Act of 2025 in June. A companion 
standalone bill has been introduced in the 
House of Representatives, but it has not yet 
been taken up for a vote.

Preventing Tax Increases
The Senate provided permanency in this 
version of the bill. This version of the OBBA 
makes additional tax relief investments be-
yond the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA) pro-
visions, but lowers some deductions below 
House levels to limit the cost of extending 
them into perpetuity.

For example, the standard deduction un-
der the Senate bill will rise permanently to 
$15,750 instead of the temporary increase 
to $13,000 included in the House plan. Full 
bonus depreciation will also be made per-
manent under the Senate bill. However, the 
child tax credit will only increase to $2,200 
– but permanently – compared to $2,500 
through 2028 in the House bill.



Roofing • fencing • Plywood • Siding

HaRdwaRe • inSulation • windowS • o.S.B.

Denair Location: (209) 632-2494

Riverbank Location: (209) 869-4424

www.DenairLumberCo.com

As another membership service, Farm Bureau members are of﻿fered FREE classi¿ed advertising in the Stanislaus 
Farm News. Ads must be 18 words or less and only one ad per month per membership (membership number 
required.) Ads may be MAILED to the Stanislaus Farm News, or BROUGHT to the SCFB oႈce, 1201 L Street, 
Downtown Modesto. NO PHONE-IN OR FAX free ads will be accepted. Free ads are restricted to farm machinery 
or equipment or unprocessed farm products. Farm jobs wanted or of﻿fered will also be accepted. No real estate 
ads and no commercial items or services will be accepted. 209-522-7278

FREE ADS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

Classi¿ed Ad's $4.40 per run.
COPY DEADLINE: MONDAY 12 NOON

Sale Alfalfa. Best price, great 
quality. Bigger Bales especially 
suited to horses. Cook Valley 

Angus Ranches Modesto 209 996 
7365 & Available May- Oct

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS CUT 

YOUR ENERGY BILLS  ELIMINATE 

DUST & NOISE 
Lowest Prices Guaranteed! Largest Selection in the 
Valley! Windows, Doors, Skylights, Soundproofing, 

Licensed, Bonded & Insured. 

Visit Our Showroom: 

1050 Kansas Ave., Modesto

 Cal Comfort Insulating Windows, Inc.

Contractors Lic. #51317 Class C17B

209-527-1310 (TFN) Wilson Portable Welding 

Structural • Fabrication • General 
Repair 

• Dairy Repair • Ag Repair
•Mobile - 765-3596 

• Shop – 524-3016 (TFN)

RATES: Display rates on request. Terms are cash. Ads should be paid for at time 
of ¿rst insertion or immediately after receipt of bill if order is placed by telephone 
or mail. ERRORS: The Stanislaus Farm News will not be liable for more than one 
incorrect insertion. Errors must be called to the attention of the Classi¿ed Advertis-
ing Department not later than 4 p.m. on the Tuesday following publication of the ad. 
Claims for adjustment must be made within 15 days. We reserve the right to reject or 
revise any advertisement. 

120 SPECIAL NOTICES

Woodbridge Spraying
Field Spraying

Orchard Spraying
Backhoe

380-0727 (TFN)

1000 SERVICES

800 For Rent

1000 SERVICES

Orchard/Vineyard 
removal

Attrition piles too 
Davis Ag

209-670-5278

We haul Rock, Sand, Gravel, 
Demolition Clean Up & Removal, 

Tree Holes, Irrigation Lines & More. 
Lic. # 884701

Home-(209) 848-0538
Cell (209) 525-7715 (TFN)

RON MARTELLA
Custom Nut Harvesting
SHAKING, SWEEPING

AND HARVESTING
883-4819 or 883-0690

PROAG Commercial 

Ag. Spraying

Orchard, vineyard $ herbicide 
applications

209-613-6355 Pat, 209-678-8072 
Matt, 209-613-3227 Justin

Visit proag.webs.com

METAL BUILDINGS
  Provided & installed, interior upgrades 
available, fully engineered, references 
available. Active Industrial Contracting

Michael Frost - 613-3548. 
Lic. #735904 (TFN)

Electrical and 
Refrigeration Service

No job to small. Troubleshooting, 
upgrades on home, ranch, dairy, and 

commercial buildings.
209-648-7748

1100 MISCELLANEOUS

LOW COST HOUSING Largest Inventory 
in Valley of Preowned Mobile Homes. Ap-
prox. 100 to choose from. Priced to ¿t your 
Budget. Transportation Available. DLR. 
209-632-0854.

Noeller Farm

farm & ranch management
Almond, Peaches, Walnuts
custom Almond & Walnuts

(209) 883-2417 or 
(209) 606-2084

Kenyon Organic Services
Organic Consulting Services

Crop and Livestock
Carol Kenyon
(209) 484-1097

ck.cattle23@gmail.com

Martin Reyes 

Land leveling, Discing Chiseling
Lice.#954989

(209) 605-4079

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

2013 Flory Sweeper 6656 (6.5’ head)
1325.6 hours (no cab) well 

kept up $28,000
2020 Flory 3010 Flail Mower (10 ft)
Used once, basically brand new, 

stored in shop $10,000
Wood Colony Area, call or text 

209-479-8030

510 LIVESTOCK

For Sale:
John Deere 5100ML low pro¿le with Exact cab

Vrisimo Àail mower – 12’ & 8’
PBM 500 gallon sprayer with electric valves (never 

used)
Durand Wayland 500 gallon sprayer

Domries Àoat leveler – 12’                                               

Call Joe: 209-404-3326

Verisimo Might Max fail mower. Model # 
SC-100 asking $5000

Orchard Àoat roller 9ft wide asking $1000
Text or leave a VM    209-505-1731

Need help with your Farm 

Labor? 

Call Lencioni Farm Services
209-537-2186

Spring tooth with attached following harrow. 8 
ft wide, 3 point hook-up asking $1000

Brush rake. Rear push. 9ft wide adjustable 
spacing for 4 or 5 forks asking $1000

Text or leave VM for 
209-505-1731

Dairy for Rent

Permitted for 614 Cows

With Flush and Freestalls 

400 head open heifer facility

Turlock, Ca

Call 209-678-2632

Tractor trailer, crank up 
ramps. 20" truck tires $2500

Call 209-537-9491

Wanted:
Cash paid for OLD Barn and Shop 

items; vintage tools, unwanted junk, old 
bottles & oil cans

209-774-6582

Premier California Properties
Ag/Investment Properties

Marcus Haney
Realtor #01917446

Contact me at 209/605-6727
www.premiercaproperties.com

Orchard & wild land tree piles. 

Smokeless 

conversion to biochar on site. 

Davis Agriculture 

(209) 670-5278

Fordson Collectors!
1955 FMD 

Roll Cage Exr    Weights   Runs 
Needs work   Great tires   $4,000

209-768-6060   Send a MSG.

3/4 inch METAL PIPE, 10 FOOT 
SECTIONS, 700 PCS.
Tom (209) 402-9870 or 

Bob (209) 402-9873

1989 heavy duty 2 axle gooseneck trailer
20' plus 5' long beavertail
plus ramps and wincher

26,000 lb capacity
$12,000 OBO, great condition

call 209-988-3428

For Sale

’67 2T Chevy Truck w/16’ Bed, 21’ Trailer 
$12,000

‘60s Yale 5k Forklift $6,000
Bin Trailers $1,500/ea

Contact: 209-988-0700
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Ford 3400 runs well
12 aĴachments, Diesel 

Needs a new home
$9000/obo   Call 209-479-6214 Rene’s mobile notary

Notary Public
Certified loan signing 

agent 
Call for a quote 

Cal 209-252-4641
Insured Bonded Certified 

Weiss McNair 9800 Calif Special PTO almond pickup 
machine. homas discharge cart
4 super carts, Thomas elevator

Duran Wyland 500 gal PTO air blast sprayer 
Kubota M9960 tractor, Schmeiser 10 foot Ěoat

10 foot orchard Ěoat
PBM HAV 300 weed sprayer 

10 foot oěset disk, CoĴon trailer 
Call Lane, 209-484-0882

2022 M7060HD12 Kubota Tractor Front Blade/
Groomer*Front Assist*Rear Rubber

Scrapper*For Freestalls & Feed Pushup* Low Hours 
1620 *$40,000     2024 Honda 4 TraxRancher*Excellent 

Condition *$7,500    100 Gallon Sprayer w/ PTO 
Pump* 10 FT Wide Boom w/ hand sprayer*$2,500

Contact Dwayne 209-678-1151

LAND FOR RENT
8 ACRES, OAKDALE
NEAR PIONEER RD -on OID

Owner live in house while leasing.

$2K/MONTH- renew 3-5year
CONTACT: JOHN @ 209-857-9750

jcdirect420@gmail.com

Hampton Ranch, CA
8' pretrested posts  ~  4" diameter

$15 each
Hickman, Ca

Call 209-648-3249

10 ft rears mower $6200     10.5 ft hy-
draulic disc $1850     12 ft spring tooth 

$1000     3 blade ridger $2250 
3 shank ripper $2000

Cal John @ 209-988-8440
Leave a message or text

2025 Wheat Hay 3 string bales 
$7/bale call 209-484-3493
Leave message, no texts



The Largest Selection of Heavy Duty Shop Tools and Machinery In Northern California

Modesto (209) 529-8984          Turlock (209) 632-2315
512 River Road                      712 Lander Avenue

RAYCO INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1969

Air Compressors

Steam and High Pressure Cleaners 
Metal Working Tools and Machinery

Automotive Tools and Equipment, Shop Heaters and Coolers
Hand Tools, Abrasives, Saw Blades and Safety Supplies
Power Tools, Wood Working Tools and Machinery

Used Tool and Machinery Dealer

Sales and Service

California Contractors License 708487
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Phil Rumble:  (209) 996-1517

Topping    Hedging

Brush Stacking

Orchard Management

rumbletopping.com

321 Spreckels Ave.  Manteca, CA 95336     (209)  522-3271      Highway 33 Patterson, CA 95363

PARTS |  SERVICE |  SALES |  LEASING |  RENTALS |  USED EQUIPMENT |  NEW EQUIPMENT

ALSO HANDLES

AGCO HESSTON HAY EQUIPMENT

COMPACT TRACTOR RENTALS

PEERLESS DRYING EQUIPMENT

DONALDSON FILTER

SCHMEISER TILLAGE/ORCHARD EQUIPMENT

JAYLOR FEEDING EQUIPMENT

PARTS & SERVICES ON MOST BRANDS OF EQUIPMENT
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Water ~ My Favorite Topic, My 
Favorite Drink, and Why It 
Matters in the Central Valley

Written by Kathryn Kim Ramos, Sisbro 
Innovation Website and Digital Marketing 
Consultant

If there’s one article, I have look forward to 
writing this year, it’s this one. Why? Be-
cause I get to gush (pun intended!) about 
my absolute favorite drink…WATER! 
That’s right, you can go ahead and call me 
a water snob! I’m proud of it. There’s some-
thing incredibly satisfying about a crisp, 
clean glass of water. It fuels my body, clears 
my mind, and, frankly, it’s the ultimate 
refresher. 

Whether it’s from my filtered refrigerator 
or my favorite reusable boĴle, I take my 
water seriously. And while I always advo-
cate for drinking clean, filtered water over 
boĴled, I’ll say this: if boĴled water is your 
only option, it’s still beĴer than not drink-
ing any water at all. Hydration is simply 
too important to ignore.

Why Staying Hydrated is Essential

We’ve all heard it: our bodies are made up 
of mostly water, about 60% to 70%, de-
pending on the source. Water is essential 
to keeping everything working the way 
it should. It regulates body temperature, 
cushions joints, delivers nutrients, Ěushes 
out toxins, and keeps our minds sharp. 
Even slight dehydration can cause fatigue, 
headaches, and diĜculty concentrating. 
Whether you’re working in an oĜce, out on 
the farm, or running errands in Stanislaus 
County, staying hydrated is key to feeling 

Am I eligible?  
The contest is open to anyone 
(professional photographer or 
not) in Stanislaus County.  
 
How many photos may I enter?  
An entrant may submit up to five 
photos.  
 
What are the prizes?  
The first place winner receives 
$250 cash and will be featured 
on the cover of our Membership 
special.  
 
Contest Rules 
• Photos must highlight 
Stanislaus County agriculture. 
• WriĴen agreement to terms 
and conditions is required.  
• The model release portion of 
the entry form must also be completed and 
signed by each entrant; a parent or guardian 
must sign for a minor. 
• All photos submiĴed become property of 
Stanislaus County Farm Bureau*. 
• Stanislaus County Farm Bureau may, with-
out oěering any consideration to or obtaining 
the further permission of its submiĴer, use any 
submiĴed photo for any purpose*. 
** Intended uses include but not limited to 
newspaper, E-news, social media, general 
publications and marketing materials around 
Stanislaus County Agriculture and Farm Bu-
reau. 
 
Photo requirements and preferences  
• Images from mobile devices may be submit-
ted if they are high resolution. 
• Turn oě the date stamp option on your cam-
era. Photos on which a date stamp or photogra-
pher’s name is visible will be disqualified. 
• All photos must be in .jpg format. 
 
What is the entry deadline?  
Entries must be entered by September 26, 2025.

How do I enter?  
Email your photos to abid@stanfarmbureau.org 
or submit via our google form. 
 
Agreement 
 By entering this contest, you grant to Stanislaus 
County Farm Bureau and to its aĜliates and 
member county Farm Bureaus a royalty-free, 
worldwide, perpetual, non-exclusive license 
to use, publish, display, distribute, reproduce, 
edit, adapt, and create derivative works of the 
submiĴed photographs, in whole or in part, in 
any media now known or hereafter developed 
or discovered, including in use on websites and 
social media, in publications and for promo-
tional purposes, without compensation or prior 
notice to you or your successors or assigns, or 
any other person or entity. Entering a submis-
sion in this contest constitutes your irrevocable 
assignment, conveyance, and transference of 
these rights.  
 
Questions? Call (209) 522-7278 or email abid@
stanfarmbureau.org. 
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your best.

The Trouble With BoĴled Water

Now, let’s talk about boĴled water. I’ll 
admit—sometimes it’s necessary. And 
if you’re faced with the choice of boĴled 
water or no water at all, please choose the 
boĴle. Hydration always comes first. But 
whenever possible, I encourage reaching 
for a reusable boĴle filled with filtered 
water. The environmental impact of boĴled 
water is significant: producing, transport-
ing, and disposing of all that plastic adds 
up fast.

Beyond the environmental concerns, there’s 
also the issue of microplastics and chemi-
cal leaching in boĴled water. Studies have 
found that boĴled water can contain tiny 
plastic particles, in fact, a 2018 analysis by 
Orb Media and researchers at State Univer-
sity of New York at Fredonia revealed that 
over 90% of boĴled water samples con-
tained microplastics, with an average of 325 
plastic particles per liter. These particles 
can come from the boĴling process, caps, or 
the breakdown of the plastic itself. To make 
maĴers worse, when plastic boĴles sit in 
the sun—or even in a warm car—they can 
leach chemicals like antimony and bisphe-
nol A (BPA) into the water. Research, in-
cluding studies by the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH), shows that heat accelerates 
this process, potentially compromising both 
the safety and taste of the water. Leaving 
boĴled water exposed to high temperatures 
isn’t just unappetizing—it could introduce 
unwanted chemicals into your drink.

Personally, I never leave the house without 
one of my water boĴles. I have so many. 
They’re like my security blanket, my emo-
tional support water boĴles. Whether it’s a 
stainless-steel boĴle for hot days or a glass 
boĴle for work, I’ve always got one within 
arm’s reach. My friends joke that if I ever 
left the house without a water boĴle, they’d 
start to worry! Wherever you see Kat you 
see her water boĴle; it is my trusted friend 
that never lets me down unless it is empty. 

How I.J. Larsen Pumps Supports the Re-

gion

If you own a farm, ranch, or commercial 
property in Stanislaus County, you prob-
ably depend on a water pump system. I.J. 
Larsen Pumps (visit them at www.ijlar-
senpumps.com) specializes in making sure 
your water keeps Ěowing properly. Their 
team oěers everything from pump instal-
lations and repairs to well assessments and 
water quality testing.

A healthy water system isn’t just about 
Ěow, it’s about ensuring the water is safe 
for crops, livestock, and families. Routine 
pump maintenance can help prevent break-
downs that could disrupt your operations. 
And with decades of experience in the Cen-
tral Valley, I.J. Larsen Pumps understands 
the unique water challenges of this area bet-
ter than anyone.

So, if you’re a grower, a property manager, 
or simply someone who relies on well wa-
ter, don’t wait for a problem to arise. Part-
ner with a trusted expert like I.J. Larsen to 
keep your water systems reliable and your 
water supply clean. 

A Water-Friendly Tip

One of my favorite water-wise reminders 
is simple but powerful: respect your water 
supply. It’s often the small actions that add 
up to big savings. Fix that drippy faucet, 
upgrade to water-eĜcient fixtures, and 
consider drought-tolerant landscaping to 
reduce outdoor water use.

If you have questions about your water us-
age, availability, or conservation strategies, 
don’t hesitate to reach out to the Modesto 
Irrigation District (MID). They’re a fantas-
tic local resource dedicated to helping our 
community use water wisely. And if you 
spot a leak at home, give a LOCAL Plumber 
a call. There are many excellent profession-
als who are members of our community 
who can help address plumbing issues and 
prevent unnecessary water waste. Together, 
these small steps help protect our most pre-
cious resource for future generations.

How Digital Marketing Helps Keep the 
Conversation Flowing

You might not immediately connect water 
with digital marketing, but they go hand 
in hand. In today’s world, a strong online 
presence helps local farms, water service 
providers, and sustainability advocates 
share important information about water 
conservation, agriculture, and community 
resources.

Social media, websites, and email newslet-
ters give businesses and organizations the 
tools to highlight their eěorts, connect with 
customers, and promote water-friendly 
practices. Whether it’s a farm sharing 
updates about irrigation improvements or 
a company like I.J. Larsen showcasing its 
work on well systems, digital platforms 
help spread the word in meaningful ways.

For communities in Stanislaus County and 
the Central Valley, staying informed and 
connected about water is more important 
than ever. Digital marketing doesn’t just 
help sell a product or service—it helps 
build awareness, encourage dialogue, and 
foster collective responsibility for one of 
our most precious resources.

So, here’s to water, our most essential, 
most refreshing, and (let’s be honest) most 
underrated drink, but we can change that 
together as a community and make WA-
TER our number one source of life – next to 
healthy food.  Let’s raise a glass (or reus-
able boĴle) to hydration, sustainability, and 
working together to protect the water that 
keeps the Central Valley thriving.

Elevate your company’s online presence 
with the professional solutions oěered by 
Sisbro Innovation. Our comprehensive 
services include new website development, 
existing website enhancements, Online 
Reputation Management, AI Virtual Assis-
tant support to streamline customer interac-
tions and improve responsiveness. Visit us 
at www.sisbroinnovation.com, or contact 
us directly at (800) 291-9102. For a tailored 

approach, call Kathryn Ramos at (719) 237-9155 

to schedule your FREE consultation today.
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From Family Farm to Water 
Policy: Jacob DeBoer 
Champions Agriculture and 
Community

By Vicky Boyd

Jacob DeBoer has deep roots in eastern 
Stanislaus County as both a fourth-gener-
ation farmer and fourth-generation water 
customer of the Oakdale Irrigation District.
After aĴending Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, 
where he received an agricultural busi-
ness degree, he returned to the family farm 
outside of Oakdale. DeBoer still lives in the 
house today that his great grandparents 
purchased in the early 1940s. He balances 
growing almonds and walnuts with an oě-
farm job in marketing and business devel-
opment with an agricultural lender.

Drawing from his farming heritage, DeBoer 
said he felt a responsibility to advocate on 
behalf of the industry.

“I think it’s important to be involved,” he 
said. “One of my pet peeves is people com-
plaining and not doing anything about it.
DeBoer followed through, joining the 
Stanislaus County Farm Bureau’s Board of 
Directors more than six years ago 
and then successfully running for the 
OID Board of Directors Division 4 
seat in 2024.

Among the pressing issues he sees 
facing agriculture and agricultural 
water users are the State Water 
Board’s proposed unimpaired Ěows, 
which could usurp historical water 
rights, as well as the Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Act.

Although the two laws may have 
been passed separately, they are 
intertwined because of the intimate 
relationship between surface and 
groundwater.

UNIMPAIRED FLOWS

As part of the State Water Board’s 

eěorts to update the Bay-Delta Plan, it es-
tablished Ěow objectives for the Lower San 
Joaquin River and its three main tributaries: 
the Stanislaus, Tuolumne and Merced riv-
ers. The so-called unimpaired Ěow require-
ments of an average of 40% would run from 
February through June. 

The state defines unimpaired Ěows as 
surface water that would accumulate from 
precipitation and Ěow downstream if there 
were no reservoirs or diversions to change 
the quantity or timing.

The water board contended the additional 
water was needed to improve fisheries hab-
itat and maintain Sacramento-San Joaquin 
Delta salinity standards.

During Bay-Delta hearings in the 2010s, 
representatives from OID and the South 
San Joaquin Irrigation District estimated 
unimpaired Ěows could cost the two dis-
tricts together $250 million in annual losses. 
They also challenged the lack of science 
behind the proposed Ěows.

In addition, the requirements could af-
fect water rights if irrigators were not able 
to use some of the Ěow in San Joaquin 
River tributaries to which they’re entitled. 
Although the water board adopted unim-

paired Ěows for the San Joaquin River in 
2018, they remain tied up in the courts. 
More recently, the water board established 
unimpaired Ěows of an average of 55% for 
the Sacramento River and its tributaries. 

SGMA

While OID is mainly a surface water suppli-
er, it also is involved in managing ground-
water as a member of the Stanislaus and 
Tuolumne Rivers Groundwater Basin Asso-
ciation Groundwater Sustainability Agency. 
Formed as a result of SGMA, the agency 
also comprises the cities of Modesto, 
Waterford, Riverbank and Oakdale as well 
as Stanislaus County and the Modesto Ir-
rigation District.

Together, they submiĴed their initial 
groundwater sustainability plan that the 
state Department of Water Resources even-
tually approved earlier this year. Under 
SGMA, groundwater sustainability agen-
cies must balance groundwater extraction 
with recharge by 2040 or 2042, depending 
on the level of overdraft. 
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Every five years, they also must submit a 
progress report to the state for approval. 
Despite the large amount of surface water 
delivered by OID, underlying groundwater 
levels are still declining. DeBoer said the 
OID board continues to look at projects that 
would help reduce groundwater overdraft 
without impacting district water users.

“OID is a net-recharger, contributing posi-
tively groundwater levels in the basin,” 
he said. The district faces the challenge of 
doing right by our constituents and the in-
frastructure investment of our forefathers, 
while also using seasonally available sur-
face water to oěset pumping.”

CONTINUAL IMPROVEMENTS

DeBoer said OID is fortunate to have some 
of the oldest water rights, known as pre-
1914, in the state. Together with SSJID, they 
share the first 600,000 acre-feet of inĚow 
into New Melones Reservoir reseĴing Oct. 
1 of each year. 

As the OID board, DeBoer said members 
face a balancing act. They must consider 
long-term capital investments to improve 
water delivery eĜciency and reliability 
while still being mindful of keeping user 
rates low.

“You don’t want to get behind on capital 
improvements, which requires an analytical 
eye on both the revenue and expenditure 
sides of the budget,” he said.

One of the district’s most recent undertak-
ings is the Canyon Supply Tunnel, which it 
is building with SSJID. 

The $80 million project would create a 
12,000-foot tunnel to bypass a landslide-
prone portion of the Joint Supply Canal be-
low Goodwin Dam. Of that, OID’s portion 
is 28%. Tentatively scheduled to be com-
pleted in 2028, the project would increase 
supply reliability to both ag and urban us-
ers, including SSJID’s 215,000 customers in 
Manteca, Lathrop and Tracy.

THE POWER OF FORESIGHT

DeBoer praised OID and SSJID’s forefathers 
for having the vision to jointly develop the 
Tri-Dam Project for hydroelectric genera-
tion. Located on the Middle Fork of the 
Stanislaus River, Tri-Dam comprises Don-
nells, Beardsley and Tulloch reservoirs 
along with associated dams, tunnels and 
powerhouses.

Power generation provides revenue for the 

two districts, allowing them to keep water 
rates low while also funding capital im-
provements. But generation Ěuctuates with 
the water years. 

“We had a good hydro year,” DeBoer said, 
referring to 2024. “But I have to remind my-
self that may not always be the case.”

THE ROAD TO ADVOCACY

DeBoer joined Farm Bureau shortly after 
he returned home from college, becoming 
active in Young Farmers & Ranchers and 
serving on their executive commiĴee. More 
than six years ago, he joined the Stanislaus 
County Farm Bureau’s Board of Directors.
“Farm Bureau allows me to be involved 
and advocate in a tangible manner,” he 
said.

In 2024, DeBoer successfully ran for the 
OID Division 4 seat. But he was not a new-
comer to district issues. 

Since 2016 when OID was considering a 
grower program, DeBoer said he aĴended 
its monthly Tuesday meetings.

“Eventually, I decided to get involved,” he 
said. 

The gate to Jacob DeBoer’s house features the family’s cattle brand, 
the Rocking HC. It honors his grandfather, Henry DeBoer, and his 

grandmother, Carol DeBoer.

Jacob DeBoer and his fuzzy sidekick, Ranger, take a break as they 
recently showed oě their almond orchard.
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Family grows pears in the 
Sacramento River Delta for 
generations

Story by Caleb Hampton, Ca Farm Bureau 

The Elliot family, owners of Stillwater Or-
chards in the Sacramento River Delta town 
of Courtland, knows a thing or two about 
growing pears. They’ve been doing it for 
six generations.

“A lot of families in the area, includ-
ing ours, came to California for the Gold 
Rush,” says Ryan Elliot, sixth-generation 
pear grower and operational manager at 
Stillwater Orchards. “Once they arrived, 
their plans changed.”

The family started out selling fruit directly 
to miners and seĴlers, with individual 
pears sometimes swapped for an ounce 
of gold, according to family lore. In those 
days, Elliot says, “The sweetest thing some 
miners could get their hands on was a nice, 
fresh pear.”

The business evolved, with steamboats 
shuĴling boxes of pears down the river 
to San Francisco and up the river to Sac-
ramento. Later, refrigerated rail cars and 
container trucks carried the Elliots’ pears 
even further.

Today, Stillwater Orchards ships its pears 
to stores or distributors in all 50 states, as 
well as to Mexico, Canada and beyond. The 
farm also supplies canneries and compa-
nies such as Tree Top and Gerber that use 
the pears for juice and baby food.

For Elliot, producing the delicious fruit is 
more than a job. “I have always found it 
rewarding to see the trees come out of dor-
mancy every year, to see the bloom and the 
new crop, and then have an opportunity 
to do all we can during harvest to get the 
fruit to market,” he says. “I’ve never really 
wanted to do anything else.”

River pears and mountain pears
About two-thirds of California’s pears are 
grown in the river district of the Sacramen-

to Valley, with the remaining third grown 
in the mountain district of Lake and Men-
docino counties. The delta is ideal for grow-
ing pears, Elliot says, because of its cool 
nights and loamy soils, and because of the 
fruit’s tolerance for having “wet feet” when 
the river swells into the orchards. “It’s an 
optimal microclimate,” he says.

A seasonal fruit
Pears are a summer fruit. In the Sacramento 
River Delta, they are harvested in July and 
August. But all four seasons are important 
for producing a quality crop. During fall 
and winter, the trees lose their leaves and 
go into dormancy. The branches are pruned 
before buds appear and blossom in spring, 
seĴing the new 
crop. “There 
is something 
special about 
seeing all the 
diěerent stages 
of the tree,” El-
liot says.

Diěerent desti-
nations
At Stillwater 
Orchards, after 
being picked, 
pears are placed 
in bins that 
tractors haul to 
an on-site pack-
inghouse. In the 
packinghouse, 
workers sort the 
pears into three 
categories, with 
small or dam-
aged fruit sold 
for juice, lightly 
blemished 
pears going to 
canneries and 
the best and 
biggest pears 
packed fresh for 
produce aisles. 
“Our sorters 
have a well-
trained eye,” 
Elliot says.

Take your pick
Pears come in many varieties. BartleĴs, 
with their thin green skin and sweet, soft 
Ěesh, are the most common. But Stillwater 
Orchards also grows Bosc, French BuĴer, 
Comice and Seckel pears, as well as two 
diěerent red pear varieties. “In a standard 
grocery store, you might see a BartleĴ, a 
Bosc and a red,” Elliot says. “Smaller, spe-
cialty stores buy more of our French BuĴers 
and Seckels.”

The human touch
Machines have revolutionized the produc-
tion of crops such as winegrapes, canning 
tomatoes and grains. But with something as 

See Delta Grower on page 25
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50 Acres of Farmland Available – 
Sharecrop Opportunity (Vernalis, CA)

We’ve got 50 acres of clean, Ěat farm-
land available in Vernalis, California, 
right across the road from our com-
post facility. It was previously used 

for almonds, but the orchard has been 
removed and the ground is ready to 
prep for farming. We’re open to sug-

gestions on what to plant.
Water is available on site, and the land 

needs to be prepped for planting.
We’re looking for a dependable 

farmer interested in a sharecropping 
deal – no monthly rent, just a fair split 
of the profits. You bring the work and 

experience; we provide the land.
If you’re interested or want to talk 

details, contact Tim Hester, General 
Manager at Recology Blossom Valley 

Organics North, at 
thester@recology.com
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Farmers Care for Animals and the Environment
By Cyndie Shearing

Chris Hoěman is president of Pennsylvania Farm Bureau. He is 
a first-generation hog and chicken farmer. This is the fourth in a 
series of “Question & Answer”-style columns with state Farm Bu-
reau presidents on current issues in agriculture. 
  
Q. Why do you raise hogs and chickens in barns? 
A. Chris Hoěman: There are multiple reasons why we raise ani-
mals inside. Number one, it’s beĴer for the health and safety of 
our animals. We can control their nutritional intake, we are able 
to monitor and often control the temperature. We are also able to 
recycle animal waste by collecting it for use as fertilizer. By using 
science and technology we are able to optimize the health of our 
livestock while also undertaking environmentally smart practices.
 
Biosecurity is also a good reason to house animals indoors. We 
can protect them from diseases and parasites that they could be 
challenged with if they were outside, especially with chickens 
and pigs. Both can be vulnerable to diseases from birds and other 
wildlife.
 
Q. How do you ensure your animals are comfortable and healthy? 
A. Chris Hoěman: As a farmer over the years, you get to under-
stand how your animals respond and act, as well as their manner-
isms which will show you whether or not they are comfortable 
and content. We also know through research what conditions are 
optimal for most animals and birds based on their age and size. 

Farmers pay aĴention to the details and that’s how we really opti-
mize the environment that our animals live in.
  
Q. How do you manage the manure from the farm animals in your 
care? 
A. Chris Hoěman: All of the collected manure goes into pits, un-
der the barn or in outside lagoons. Each of our manure pits has a 
diěerent nutrient makeup. There is a fascinating amount of science 
behind it all, which helps us develop a nutrient management plan. 
This guides us to make sure we apply the proper nutrients to the 
crops we are trying to grow to maximize their health and yield. In 
other words, we know what nutrients the crops need so we tailor 
the manure that’s applied to meet those needs. It’s a win-win. We 
reuse our manure through a careful process to get the healthiest 
crops.
 
We want to make sure that when we are spreading manure it 
stays in the soil and doesn’t run oě. I live within the Chesapeake 
Bay Watershed, so making sure that manure does not end up in 
the streams is extremely important to me. We use a lot of natural 
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vegetative buěers and other strategies to protect the water supply 
on our farm and make sure that manure doesn’t end up in streams. 
I’m proud of our contributions to protecting the Chesapeake Bay 
Watershed and the regional progress toward that goal.
 
Q. How have advancements in technology changed day-to-day 
operations on your farm? 
A. Chris Hoěman: In the last 35 years, we have seen a tremendous 
amount of technology become available to us on the farm. We have 
been able to use new controls that help us monitor every part of 
the atmosphere that our pigs live in. We make sure the humidity 
level is optimal, the temperature is perfect, and we’re also using 
technology to reduce water usage. I’ll add that we’ve also reduced 
energy usage by using new LED technology to reduce costs.
 
Q. How does your commitment to the health and safety of your 
family and neighbors impact the choices you make on your farm? 
A. Chris Hoěman: Our commitment to our community is the same 
as the commitment to our family. We want to make sure that we 
keep the water clean and that we use the right technologies to keep 

the soil healthy. We use every tool in our toolbox to protect health 
and safety as we continue to produce food for our neighbors.
 
Q. As policy discussions continue about improving Americans’ 
health, what role do you see for farmers?  
A. Chris Hoěman: I think that we have to make sure we tell the 
story of what we are doing on a day-to-day basis to produce 
healthy food and contribute to healthy outcomes in America. We 
owe it to our communities and the public to explain how we use 
science and technology to improve health and safety and why it’s 
so important to continue to have access to these tools. I sometimes 
hear others talk about what farmers do with emotion, but without 
a full understanding of how farms operate. It is up to us, as farm-
ers, to make sure that we are having conversations about our farm-
ing practices, our commitment and why we do what we do. I’m 
sometimes surprised when people I talk to are reassured to learn 
that what we feed our neighbors is also what we are feeding our 
families. Something so obvious to us as farmers isn’t always obvi-
ous to those who have liĴle exposure to agriculture. In my mind, 
that’s an opportunity.
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More 1,3-D Regulation on the Horizon
Source: Almond Board of California  

Almond growers in California should prepare for 
more changes to soil fumigation practices as the 
Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) and the 
OĜce of Environmental Health Hazard Assess-
ment (OEHHA) are set to implement new restric-
tions on the use of 1,3-Dichloropropene, common-
ly known as Telone. These regulatory changes are 
scheduled to take eěect starting January 1, 2026. 

The DPR’s updated regulations primarily ad-
dress worker protection, building upon previous 
restrictions introduced in January 2024 focused on 
bystander protection. The most impactful change 
is the addition of “people, particularly farmwork-
ers” in the buěer zone protection language.  The 
update will require growers to maintain buěer 
zones around fumigated areas, keeping workers 
out for seven days post-application. 

"It's the seven-day restriction on workers that's 
going to be the challenge," explains Gabriele Lud-
wig, director of environmental policy at the Al-
mond Board of Califor-
nia. "The buěer zones 
are already in eěect and 
apply to homes and oc-
cupied buildings. Now 
growers must keep their 
own employees, and 
potentially their neigh-
bors' employees, out of 
these buěer areas for a 
full week." 

Required buěer zones 
can vary significantly, 
depending on factors 
such as the method and 
depth of application, 
rate applied, acreage 
treated, and whether 
tarps are used. Using 
Totally Impermeable 
Film (TIF) tarps can 
reduce buěer zone size, 
but Ludwig notes this 
practice nearly doubles 
fumigation costs. 

Additionally, some 
growers may be re-
quired to have buěer 
zones that extend onto 
adjacent properties. In 
these cases, growers 
must secure wriĴen 
agreements ensuring 

neighboring landowners will keep their workers 
clear of these areas for the seven-day period. This 
requirement could pose substantial operational 
disruptions, particularly for smaller farms adja-
cent to diverse cropping systems. 

"This isn't just about posting 'no trespassing' 
signs," Ludwig emphasizes. "It directly impacts 
the ability of your neighbors to manage their own 
operations." 

Although the oĜcial public comment period on 
these regulations has ended and changes appear 
unlikely, growers who intend to fumigate should 
consider completing applications before January 
1, 2026, when compliance becomes more burden-
some. 

Soil fumigants have been in the crosshairs for 
quite some time and the Almond Board of Califor-
nia continues investing in research to develop via-
ble fumigation alternatives. Over the past 20 years, 
studies have explored rootstock genetics, steam 
treatments, anaerobic soil disinfestation (ASD), 
and various methods to mitigate oě-gassing. 

"We see that certain alternatives work under 
specific conditions, but universally eěective and 
cost-eĜcient solutions remain elusive," Ludwig 
acknowledges. She further highlights the ongoing 
challenges, especially in sandy or hilly terrains 
where maintaining adequate soil moisture or con-
ditions required for ASD proves diĜcult. 

Ultimately, Ludwig urges growers to recognize 
these regulatory changes and proactively adapt 
their fumigation or soil pest management prac-
tices. "It's about being aware and planning ac-
cordingly," she advises. "These regulations aren’t 
going away. DPR has listed all fumigants – includ-
ing soil, post-harvest and other uses – as “priority 
pesticides” which are pesticides whose use would 
be phased out by 2050, so growers need to strat-
egize now." 
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On the business front, farmers, ranchers 
and rural businesses will continue to re-
ceive tax parity to their corporate counter-
parts through a permanent Section 199A 
deduction. The Senate chose to keep the 
deduction at 20% and add a minimum 
deduction of $400 (indexed for inĚation) for 
any pass-through business with over $1,000 
of qualified income instead of raising the 
deduction to 23%.

Other crucial provisions for agriculture 
were also included in the Senate bill. Do-
mestic research and development (R&D) 
expenses will permanently be depreciable 
in the year they are incurred. For domestic 
R&D expenses incurred between 2021 and 
2024 that are still being amortized, compa-
nies will be able to deduct the remainder 
of their expenses in the next one or two tax 
years.

The Senate OBBB also includes an increased 
deduction for state and local taxes (SALT). 

TCJA capped SALT deductions at $10,000. 
The Senate’s bill raises this cap to $40,000 
in 2025, followed by $40,400 in 2026 and a 
1% increase each year following until 2029. 
However, the cap will revert to $10,000 in 
2030. The House also starts at $40,000 in 
2025 and increases 1% per year through 
2033.

Based upon the Protecting American Farm-
lands Act, this version of the OBBBA allows 
capital gains from the sale of farmland to 
be paid in four equal yearly installments if 
the land is sold to a farmer who commits to 
keep farming the land for at least 10 years. 
This gives farmers Ěexibility while also 
incentivizing keeping farmland in farming. 
Other provisions impacting farmers and 
ranchers include an extension of the 45Z 
clean fuel production credit through 2029 
for fuel produced using North American 
feedstocks, which we will address in detail 
in a later Market Intel.

Conclusions

Many farm bill programs could not be 
included in reconciliation because they 
are policy, not budgetary. Those updates 
and extensions will have to be addressed 
in what many are dubbing a “skinny farm 
bill.” This includes suspending permanent 
price support which is required to replace 
individual commodity support programs 
from the 1930s and 1940s with the new 
reference prices. It was tossed out of the 
reconciliation bill after being ruled non-
compliant to the Byrd Rule but it is needed 
to set commodity program prices to mod-
ern levels and cover crops without their 
own program in permanent law.

The One Big Beautiful Bill Act will now 
cross back to the other side of the Capital 
for final approve by the House of Represen-
tatives. There are two paths of action the 
House could take: approving the Senate bill 
as it stands or going to conference to recon-
cile diěerences between the two packages. 
President Trump has set a goal of July 4 for 
signing the final bill, so it is bound to be a 
busy few days in Washington, D.C., as this 
bill moves closer to the finish line.

From BILL on page 5
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From Journalism to Ag-tech: 
Amy Wu’s Mission to Tell 
Women’s Stories—and Mentor 
the Next Generation

By Anna Genasci, Stanislaus County Farm 
Bureau 

Amy Wu has spent a lifetime chasing 
compelling stories, but these days, she’s 
focused on one in particular: the rise of 
women in agricultural technology. As the 
founder of From Farms to Incubators, Wu 
has carved out a unique niche, shining a 
spotlight on female innovators transform-
ing the ag industry through technology and 
entrepreneurship, and now, she’s helping 
mentor the next generation to follow in 
their footsteps.

A Journey from Suburbs to Storytelling

Born and raised in the 
suburbs of New York, 
Amy Wu’s path into 
journalism started early. 
As a young girl, she was 
fascinated by newspa-
pers and magazines, 
often writing leĴers to 
the editor. That curiosi-
ty evolved into a career, 
leading her through 
prominent newsrooms 
including USA Today, 
The Times Union in 
Albany, and several 
regional publications.

But it was during her 
time covering agricul-
ture for The Salinas 
Californian that Wu’s 
career took a pivotal 
turn. Immersed in Cali-
fornia’s Central Coast, 
she saw firsthand how 
agriculture and technol-
ogy were increasingly 
intertwined, and how 
women were often the 
driving forces behind 
innovative solutions.

“I realized there was this emerging group 
of women in Ag-tech,” Wu explained dur-
ing a recent interview on the Farm Bureau 
Friday podcast.  “They were scientists, 
engineers, entrepreneurs, but their stories 
weren’t being told.”

From Farms to Incubators: A Multimedia 
Mission

In 2016, Wu launched From Farms to Incu-
bators, a multimedia storytelling platform 
dedicated to documenting the journeys of 
women in Ag-tech. The project includes 
articles, a documentary film, photography, 
and online content.

“I wanted to show that 
women are not just 
part of the ag work-
force—they’re leading 
innovation,” she said. 

“They’re creating the solutions we need for 
water conservation, sustainability, and food 
security.”

Wu has interviewed dozens of women, 
working on everything from drone technol-
ogy for crop monitoring to software plat-
forms helping farmers manage resources 
more eĜciently. Many of these women, she 
says, have faced unique challenges such as 
balancing family life with startup demands, 
raising venture capital in a male-dominated 
field, and navigating the often conservative 
culture of agriculture.

“These women are pioneers,” Wu empha-
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sized. “They’re creating new paths not just 
for themselves, but for the next genera-
tion.”

A Growing Role in Mentorship

Beyond storytelling, Wu’s mission has 
expanded to supporting the very women 
she writes about—and those aspiring to fol-
low similar paths. Recently, she launched a 
mentorship program through From Farms 
to Incubators, pairing young women inter-
ested in Ag-tech with professionals already 
working in the field.

“The idea is to help the next generation 
see that they belong in this industry,” Wu 
shared. “A lot of young women don’t know 

about careers in Ag-tech, or they feel intimi-
dated. Having someone to talk to, someone 
who’s been through it, makes all the diěer-
ence.”

Through the program, mentees gain insight 
into technical skills, business development, 
and the realities of entrepreneurship, as 
well as invaluable networking connections. 
Wu believes mentorship is critical not only 
for career advancement but for ensuring 
a more diverse and innovative future in 
agriculture.

Amplifying Diversity in Agriculture

Beyond gender, Wu is passionate about 
highlighting diversity in agriculture overall. 

Many of the women she features 
are immigrants or first-generation 
Americans whose cultural back-
grounds give them unique insights 
into farming practices and market 
needs.

“There’s so much innovation com-
ing from diverse communities,” 
Wu noted. “It’s important that 
agriculture reĚects the people who 
are working in it and being impact-
ed by it.”

Impact and Recognition

Wu’s eěorts have garnered sig-
nificant recognition. From Farms 
to Incubators has been showcased 
at numerous film festivals, agri-
cultural conferences, and industry 
events. Her work has inspired 
partnerships with educational 
institutions, industry groups, and 
technology companies interested in 
promoting diversity and inclusion.

Closer to home, her storytelling 
and mentorship resonate deeply in 
California, where agriculture is a 
multi-billion-dollar industry fac-
ing challenges like climate change, 
labor shortages, and sustainability 
demands.

“We have to think about the future of ag,” 
she said. “Technology is part of that future, 
and so are the women creating it.”

Advice for Aspiring Women in Ag-tech

Asked what advice she’d give young 
women considering a career in Ag-tech, 
Wu urged them to stay curious and seek 
out mentors—something she’s working to 
facilitate directly.

“Be bold and don’t be afraid to ask ques-
tions,” she said. “Find people who sup-
port you and who understand the journey 
you’re on. And if you can’t find a mentor, 
reach out, I’m building a network to help 
connect women in Ag-tech.”

Looking Ahead

Wu isn’t slowing down. She’s currently 
working on expanding From Farms to Incu-
bators into new regions, growing her men-
torship program, and exploring additional 
documentary projects. Her mission remains 
clear: to keep telling the stories of women 
who are transforming agriculture from the 
ground up, and to ensure those women 
have the support they need to succeed.

“Storytelling changes perceptions,” Wu 
said. “If we can see women as innovators in 
Ag-tech, we can open doors for many more 
to follow.”

You can hear Wu’s interview on the next 
Farm Bureau Friday podcast airing July 11 
on your favorite podcast platform.
______________________________________

About Amy Wu

Amy Wu is an award-winning journalist 
and founder of From Farms to Incubators, 
a multimedia platform documenting the 
stories of women leaders in agricultural 
technology. She also leads a mentorship 
program connecting aspiring women in 
Ag-tech with industry professionals. Wu is 
based in California’s Central Coast. 



24 — Stanislaus Farm News July 11, 2025

California’s July 4 cookout costs higher 
than national average

Californians stocking up on groceries for 
Fourth of July holiday celebrations this 
week will pay comparatively steeper prices, 
according to the American Farm Bureau 
Federation’s annual marketbasket survey, 
which analyzed the cost of cookout staples 
such as ground beef, pork chops, ham-
burger buns and lemonade. The average 
Independence Day cookout for 10 guests 
in California will cost $90.06, nearly 27% 
higher than the national average of $70.92, 
the survey found. “InĚation and lower 
availability of some food items continue to 
keep prices stubbornly high,” AFBF Associ-
ate Economist Samantha Ayoub said. She 
noted that “high prices don’t mean more 
money for farmers,” who take home an 
average of just 15% of food retail revenue. 
Nationwide, the cost of a Fourth of July 
cookout remained almost unchanged from 
last year, with the average grocery bill for a 
party of 10 falling by 30 cents.   

Dairy farms make strides in capturing bio-
gas and reducing emissions

During the past five years, U.S. dairy farm-
ers more than doubled the amount of 
methane they capture from manure and 
convert into biogas using anaerobic digest-
ers, according to data released this week by 
the American Biogas Council. Overall bio-
gas capture on dairies increased by 130%, 
generating enough renewable energy to 
power 615,000 homes per year, the council 
reported. “The great progress by our dairy 
farmers in trapping a waste gas and puĴing 
it to beneficial use is something all sAmeri-

cans can celebrate,” ABC Executive Director 
Patrick Serfass said. “Biogas systems help 
improve our food system by providing 
nutrient-rich, odor-free fertilizers, increas-
ing farm sustainability, and helping to keep 
air and water clean in rural communities.”  

California farmers partner with state to 
protect groundwater supplies

A pilot program launched in 2022 by the 
California Department of Water Resources 
to help farmers conserve groundwater sup-
plies has succeeded in saving more than 
100,000 acre-feet of groundwater and pro-
tecting more than 16,000 domestic wells, ac-
cording to a report published last week by 
DWR. By providing $23 million in grants, 
the LandFlex program has enabled 52 farms 
to implement water conservation practices 
and develop infrastructure such as basins 
to recharge overdrafted aquifers. “The 
future of California is one where commu-
nities that are dependent on groundwater 
wells have reliable and safe drinking water, 
farms can stay in production with sustain-
able practices, and critical water infrastruc-
ture is protected from subsidence,” DWR 
Director Karla Nemeth said. 

UC Davis launches wine label with batches 
made by students and faculty 

For the first time, the University of Califor-
nia, Davis, is selling wines made by stu-
dents, staě and faculty. The wine is made 
from grapes grown at research vineyards in 
Napa Valley and on campus in Davis. The 
launch of the Hilgard631 label was made 
possible by a 2021 state law. The label fea-
tures wine varieties including chardonnay 
and cabernet sauvignon. The program gives 

students hands-on experience in chemistry, 
regulations, marketing and blending, with 
student winemakers labeling and boĴling 
the wines themselves. “These wines repre-
sent our students, their knowledge, creativ-
ity and learning,” said Ben Montpetit, chair 
of the UC Davis Department of Viticulture 
and Enology. “From vine to boĴle, our stu-
dents are involved in every step.”

California farmers adopt a Southern staple 
to diversify their oěerings

While most U.S.-grown okra is produced 
in the Southeast, California farmers such as 
Andrew and Eric Walker, owners of Farm-
boy Organics in Yolo County, have found 
success growing the tropical vegetable in 
the Central Valley. Okra isn’t the primary 
crop at many California farms, but its ap-
peal to shoppers seeking ingredients for 
African, Asian and Southern recipes has 
helped the Walkers aĴract new customers 
to their booth at farmers markets. “It adds 
a nice, liĴle diěerent thing,” Andrew said, 
highlighting okra’s role in the farm’s crop 
mix. Eric added, “People who like okra re-
ally like it, and they want to find it.”   

California farmers look to ‘liberate the fig 
from the Newton’

Most California figs end up as dried fruit, 
the bulk of which is turned into paste 
and other food ingredients, perhaps most 
famously at one time as the filling in fig 
Newtons. But the fresh fruit—in season 
now through October or November—is in-
creasingly showing up in diěerent culinary 
takes on familiar dishes. Figs are featured 
in sauces, charcuterie boards and grilled 
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From Delta Grower on page 14pizzas, providing new experiences for din-
ers and marketing opportunities for grow-
ers. “We’ve really seen it go beyond the Fig 
Newton,” said Karla Stockli, CEO of the 
California Fresh Fig Growers Association.  

Sonoma County farmer grows heirloom 
apple varieties

At Gold Ridge Organic Farms in Sonoma 
County, farmer Brooke Hazen is on a mis-
sion to preserve and celebrate heirloom 
apples. Though only 10% of his apple 
production is heirloom, Hazen grows 70 
varieties, making him one of the largest 
heirloom apple growers in the country. 
Some varieties, such as Strawberry Parfait 
and Pitmaston Pineapple, mimic the Ěavors 
of other fruits. “Because heirlooms are not 
grown on a large scale, they are in danger 
of being lost,” Hazen said. “It’s important 
to preserve them for the genetic diversity 
that protects us from disease.”  

Sugar beet farmers grapple with closure of 
processing plant

There were once dozens of sugar beet pro-
cessing facilities in California, but earlier 
this year, Spreckels Sugar announced the 
closure of its Imperial County plant, the 
last remaining in the state. The processing 
plant’s closure was due to “rising costs, 
water challenges, labor pressures and, of 
course, California’s regulatory require-
ments and costs,” Shelby Trimm, executive 
director of the California Beet Growers 
Association, said in a recent episode of the 
Voice of California Agriculture podcast, 
which is produced by the California Farm 
Bureau. Trimm spoke with podcast host 
Gary Sack about the consequences of the 
plant closure for sugar beet growers in the 
region. 

delicate as a pear, no invention has been 
able to replace the human hand. At Still-
water Orchards, every pear is picked, 
sorted and packed by hand. “The crews 
take very special care to make sure the 
fruit arrives in the grocery store in the 
same condition as when it was picked 
oě the tree,” Elliot says.

Family trees
While much has changed during the 165 
years the Elliots have grown pears in 
the Sacramento River Delta, parts of the 
orchard itself have stood for more than a 
century. “There are some trees that have 
been farmed by all six generations,” 
Elliot says. “Hopefully, our family can 
continue to farm them for generations to 
come.”  
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A Step Toward Certainty

Source: Zippy Duvall, AFBF President

Farming is an uncertain business. Every 
year, farmers plant crops or raise animals 
not knowing how the weather will impact 
them or what the markets will be when it’s 
time to harvest or sell their livestock. Farm-
ers and ranchers received some certainty, 
however, with the passage of the One 
Big Beautiful Bill Act. The bill, advanced 
through a process known as reconciliation, 
which allows for expedited consideration of 
budget-related policy, delivers updates to 
farm programs and makes permanent im-
portant tax provisions that will help farm-
ers hold on in tough times and plan with 
greater confidence for the future.

For far too long, farmers have faced out-
dated safety net programs that no longer 

reĚect the realities of our farm economy, 
and we continue to see the consolidation 
and loss of farmland. We lost 15,000 farms 
in 2024 alone, and we need modernized 
programs to ensure that more farmers are 
not faced with making the decision to close 
their doors.

Certainty inFarm Programs
The farm programs outlined in the 2018 
farm bill addressed the needs of farmers 
when it was passed, and we were thankful 
for the short-term relief Congress provided 
through the past two extensions of the 
farm bill. But, since Congress last passed a 
farm bill, we have had a global pandemic, 
global unrest, high inĚation and trade 
disputes. With rising expenses and falling 
farm income, our farm programs are out-
dated and have left many farmers unable 
to utilize the tools and safety nets crafted 
to protect them. The One Big Beautiful Bill 

Act secures a big win for farm pro-
grams with updated reference prices 
– ones that will adjust for inĚation – as 
well as investments in conservation, 
research and trade. There are limits 
to what can be done in reconciliation, 
and we still need to finish the job with 
a farm bill reauthorization to provide 
the long-term certainty our farmers 
need, but the One Big Beautiful Bill 
Act is an important stepforward.

Certainty in Tax Reform
The package that is now law provides 
certainty with tax reform, making 
improvements and making permanent 

tax provisions that were set to expire this 
year. Taxes can make or break a farmer’s 
check book, and they rely on tax provisions 
designed to reduce small business tax bur-
dens and promote investment to keep their 
farm running. If we didn’t see tax reform 
passed this year, our farm families would 
have been hit with billions of dollars in 
taxes and many of them may not have been 
able to survive the cost. The One Big Beau-
tiful Bill Act includes a permanent increase 
to the 199A deduction, a nearly tripled 
estate tax exemption, permanent lowered 
individual tax rates and a permanent bonus 
depreciation (expensing) extension. Farm-
ers are always planning ahead – both for 
next season and the next generation – and 
having these critical tax provisions will 
help bring confidence when making future 
decisions.

Certainty in Agriculture
This bill included a few other wins for our 
farmers and small business owners includ-
ing the limiting of the 45Z tax credit to only 
biofuels produced by domestic feedstocks. 
Renewable fuels have been a major suc-
cess story for our rural communities, and 
this legislative package will continue to 
strengthen that success.

The wins in farm programs and tax policy 
within the One Big Beautiful Bill Act all 
closely align with Farm Bureau’s grassroots 
policy, and I want to say thank you to 
all our grassroots leaders who remained 
engaged and helped ensure the inclusion 
of our priorities. We still have much to ac-

complish ahead 
when it comes to 
the certainty our 
farmers need, 
but the reconcili-
ation package is 
another example 
of how strong 
we are as the 
United Voice 
of Agriculture 
and shows that 
together we can 
get it done.
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 Cortez Growers Association
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Flory Industries
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Frantz Nursery
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Haidlen Ford
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Heinrich Farms Inc
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Hilmar Cheese Company, Inc.
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InsureCAL Insurance Agency
         Turlock 250-0269

Mapes Ranch
         Modesto 522-1762

Farm(x)
        Mountain View 559-608-4410

FISHBIO
        Oakdale 847-6300

Hughes Ag Service
        Modesto 765-6075

Recology Inc
         Westley 395-9506

Anteris
Turlock (559) 472-6415
Capacity Chemical

        Westley 231-3297
East Valley Ag Corporation
Modesto 606-0549
Exact
 Modesto 544-8600

Agri Business Financial Inc
Oakdale 607-0037 
Central Valley Community Bank
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Edwards, Lien & Toso
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Grimbleby Coleman CPA's Inc
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RAYCO
        Modesto 529-8984
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Turlock 874-2477 
Bobby Yamamoto Farms
Westley 835-1750
Braden Farms
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Brian Stewart

         Oakdale 847-8025

Catherine Phipps Walden
        Ballico 667-2409

D & M Ag., 
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Donlon Farms Inc.
Patterson 892-8543
E Roen Ranches

        Winnemucca 614-5944
Fowler Brother Farming

         Waterford 409-4951
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         Oakdale  404-6550
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         Oakdale 247-9870
Melvin Wheeler

         Modesto 526-9770
Marchy Dairy 
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McManis Farms Inc
Modesto 541-9345
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Turlock 585-7852
Michael Van Andel
Modesto 531-4667
Ray Ruiz

         Modesto 576-3280
Redwood Ranches LLC

         Hughson 883-2603

Robert Gioletti 
Turlock 667-6024
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Piazza Ranch
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Modesto 521-9190
Jensen & Jensen 
Modesto 529-0791
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Walter Nicolau
         Denair 538-7600

Weaver Bros
Crows Landing 854-6716
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Modesto 545-2101

Branelle Properties LLC
Oakdale 595-0256
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Modesto 575-4295
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        Fresno 557-2759 

GDI Insurance Agency
         Turlock 991-2929

Hoobler Insurance Services
         Patterson 601-0418

InterWest Insurance Services
         Walnut Creek 530-520-2582

LG Crop Ins. 
Turlock 262-8140 

Western Valley Insurance Associates
        Turlock 634-9031

Winton Ireland Strom & Green
Turlock, Modesto, Livingston and Hilmar
667-0995
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Customized Water System
Turlock 988-4833
Don Pedro Pumps

        Turlock 632-3161
IJ Larsen Pumps
Modesto 529-2020
Modesto Irrigation District
Modesto 526-7373
Oakdale Irrigation District
Oakdale 847-0341

Turlock Irrigation District
Turlock 883-8374
Waterford Irrigation Supply
Waterford 847-1387
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Clark Pest Control
Modesto 556-5200
Cover Specialty Services

        Modesto 988-3864
Drone for Hire
Modesto 818-4109
Ex OpCo LLC
Modesto 544-8600
Modesto Nuts Baseball Club

        Modesto 572-4487

Randal Edwards 
         Hilmar 634-9484

R & J Avila
Hilmar 678-1723
Rocha's Valley Enterprises
Oakdale 581-1473
Smith Chevrolet Co Inc.
Turlock 632-3946
Terra West Group

         Modesto 606-5767
Quality Rodent Control, Inc.
Modesto 225-4124
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Almond Alliance
Modesto 559-5800
Almond Board of California
Modesto 672-9743
CA Farmland Trust 
Elk Grove 916-544-2712
Central Valley Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

         Modesto 789-5123
Modesto Chamber of Commerce
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California Transplants
Newman 862-9420 
Duarte Nursery 

        Hughson 531-0351
Park Greenhouse
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Roos Tree Nursery
        Empire 847-2520

Morris Nursery
Riverbank 527-5553
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        Modesto 522-1075
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Boyette Petroleum 
         Modesto 281-7134

George W. Lowry
Salida 545-0791
Valley Pacific Petroleum
Stockton (209) 948-9412
Van de Pol Enterprises
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Grizzly Nut 
        Waterford 874-5223

Setton Pistachio of
Terra Bella Inc 

         Terra Bella 559-535-6050
Turlock Walnut Co.
Turlock 668-0955 
Travaille & Phippen
Manteca 599-6111

Re
st

au
ra

nt

The Fruit Yard
Modesto 577-3093
Rodin Ranch
Modesto 577-3224

Sa
fe

ty

Ve
te
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ar

y

Adian Equine
Oakdale 847-8258
Dairy Veterinary Services
Escalon 551-3949
Zoetis
1-888-963-8471

MidValley Agricultural Services Inc
         Oakdale 851-3200

Modesto Battery
        Modesto 538-9041

Modesto & Empire Traction Co.
        Modesto 524-4631

Nationwide Insurance 
        Sacramento (530) 701-4486

PG&E
        Modesto 726-6303
   

Rain for Rent
         Stockton 466-5602

Sierra Grain Terminal
        Turlock 667-2002

Stanislaus County Sheriff's Dept.
        Modesto 525-7117

Stanislaus Food Products 
        Modesto 548-3400

TriCal Inc
         Oakdale 831-245-7611

TSM Insurance
         Modesto 524-6366

Yosemite Farm Credit
        Turlock 667-2366

Wenger Ranch Inc. 
        Modesto 576-7111

Linda Squires Insurance Agency
        Hughson 652-

Rico Pfitzer Pires Insurance Agency
        Gustine 854-2000

Rumble Ag Service 
        Modesto 545-1848

Select Sires Member Co-op
Turlock 667-8378
UAV Ag Solutions

         Oakdale 840-2964
West Valley Agricultural Service

        Westley 894-3121

Oakdale Chamber of Commerce 
        Oakdale 847-2244
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We�re not just a bank, we�re a partner. Since 1867, we�ve helped 

businesses thrive. Whether you�re opening your first business, 

expanding, or looking for a business line of credit, we are here 

to support you every step of the way. With flexible financing, 

checking and savings, online cash management, and executive 

and employee packages, our team listens to your needs and 

creates a customized plan for your business goals. 

bankofstockton.com

Your business
partner in every
milestone.

Personal | Small Business | Commercial | Retail Investments | Wealth Management

WITHSTANDING THE TEST OF TIME

The first
do�ar they

earned

mom
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FREE Concerts • Arena Events • Exhibits • Midway FUN! 

Experience the ultimate entertainment! 

Join us for free nightly concerts on Modelo 

Variety Free Stage, thrilling events in the 

Foodmaxx arena, captivating exhibits, and 

tons of fun in the Midway!

STANISLAUS 

COUNTY FAIR

Get To The Fair 
Before It’s Over!

Gates close at midnight on  
Sunday,  July 14th
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G3 Enterprises knows how to move your product with efficiency and care. We are ag hauling 

experts with equipment and capacity to haul year-round from field to processor, to packer and on 

as finished goods. Let’s put G3 InG3nuity to work for you — Visit G3Enterprises.com/AG-Hauling

G3 HAS BEEN HAULING 
CALIFORNIA’S HARVEST FOR 
OVER 40 YEARS. 
We’re large enough to serve and small enough to care.



More than 50% of the ESJ

budget goes towards

monitoring and testing for

pyrethroids. This cost will

continue to go up as

exceedances remain an

issue. 

Manage spray drift 

Check wind and rain conditions

before spraying

End of row shut off when

spraying close to waterbodies

Maintain setbacks

Calibrate equipment regularly

Talk to your PCA about

other products to

minimize using

pyrethroids and follow

the management
practices listed below.

If exceedances continue, the

biggest concern is that
pyrethroids will be taken

away. We hope to minimize

these exceedances to keep

this product as a useful tool.

MANAGEMENT

PRACTICES 

WHAT IS OUR

BIGGEST CONCERN

WHY IS THIS

IMPORTANT?

WHAT YOU CAN DO

TO HELP

HOW TO HELP

PREVENT

PYRETHROID

EXCEEDANCES

Even small amounts of pyrethroids can lead to exceedances.
Small changes in practices can make a big difference


