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Recent Turlock High School graduate Peyton Bruce shows oě the 1946 
Massey-Harris Model 81 tractor she restored and entered in the 

Stanislaus County Fair. See page 4
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Sweepstakes
YF&R

Support Stanislaus County Young
Farmers & Ranchers!

All tickets are $100 each and can be purchased on
our website or from a YF&R member. Please call our

office with any questions!

ALL PACKAGES VALUED AT $1,000

insureCAL
Gun

Package 
$1,000 gift card
to Alquist Arms

American
AgCredit
Backyard
Package 

Solo stove firepit,
Blackstone, Ooni

Pizza Oven

Yosemite
Farm Credit

Home
Package 

$500 Williams
Sonoma gift

card, $500 Home
Goods gift card

Support Ag Youth: Enter the 
Stanislaus County YF&R 
Sweepstakes!

The Stanislaus County Young Farmers and 

Ranchers (YF&R) are excited to announce 
our 2025 Sweepstakes Fundraiser—and we 
need your support! This year, we’ve put to-
gether three incredible prize packages, each 
valued at $1,000, thanks to generous dona-
tions from insureCAL, American AgCredit, 

and Yosemite Farm Credit.

Whether you're looking to upgrade your 
backyard BBQ setup, shop for the home, or 
purchase a new firearm, we’ve got a pack-
age for you! Tickets are $100 each and give 
you a chance to win one of the following:

•	 insureCAL Gun Package: $1,000 gift 
card to Alquist Arms

•	 American AgCredit Backyard Pack-
age: Solo stove firepit, Blackstone, and an 
Ooni Pizza Oven

•	 Yosemite Farm Credit Home Pack-
age: $500 gift card to Williams Sonoma + 
$500 to Home Goods

All proceeds from this fundraiser directly 
benefit our local ag community. Funds 
raised help us purchase livestock animals 
from deserving youth at the Stanislaus 
County Fair and provide scholarships to 
students pursuing degrees in agriculture. 
It’s one of the many ways YF&R invests in 
the future of our industry and supports the 
next generation of agricultural leaders.

Tickets can be purchased through our 
website or by reaching out to any YF&R 
member. Your support makes a diěer-
ence—we hope you’ll join us in giving back 
while geĴing the chance to win big!

For questions or to learn more, please 
contact the Stanislaus County Farm Bureau 
oĜce. Let’s keep agriculture strong in our 
county—together!
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From Rust to Red: 
Peyton Bruce Revives Vintage 
Massey-Harris with FFA Spirit

By Vicky Boyd, SCFB

The tractor that Peyton Bruce recently re-
stored was manufactured just after World 
War II ended and likely done so by female 
workers embodied by the iconic Rosie the 
Riveter. 

“When all the men went to war and the 
women started working, this was probably 
built by a woman,” she said.

So Bruce said it was only fiĴing that a 
woman brought the machine back to life.
The recent Turlock High School graduate 
planned to exhibit the 1946 Massey-Harris 
Model 81 tractor at the Stanislaus County 
Fair as well as at the California Youth Ag 
Expo in Tulare in late July. At the 
Tulare event, she will have to in-
clude a photo album of the proj-
ect and be interviewed by judges 
about her work.

Switching to the hands-on trades 
of agricultural welding and 
mechanics also was a change for 
Bruce, who plans to study sus-
tainable agriculture at California 
State University, Stanislaus, this 
fall.

“I’m used to showing rabbits 
at the fair,” she said. “I thought 
this would be good knowledge 
to have under my belt when I 
get older and go into agriculture. 
Being in FFA, I just wanted to try 
something new.”

Until this year, Bruce said she 
had never even changed oil in a 
car let alone done any other me-
chanical repairs. Even driving the 
tractor once it was finished meant 
learning how to use a clutch and 
stick shift.

“At first, I was a liĴle nervous,” 

Bruce said about driving the tractor. She 
put her new-found skills to the test as part 
of Turlock’s July Fourth Parade as she was 
Ěanked by members of the Western Heri-
tage Engines Antiques Tractors, or WHEAT, 
club. Bruce also has been asked to partici-
pate in the Turlock Melon Carnival parade 
in September.

Despite her initial apprehension, Bruce said 
she knew she had made the right choice 
about two weeks into Turlock High School 
Ag Welding Instructor Derek Soares’ weld-
ing class during the 2024-2025 school year.

“It’s really been a big learning experience, 
but it’s been really fun,” Bruce said. She 
pointed to Soares and Steve Kephart, a vol-
unteer with expertise in ag mechanics, for 
providing her the guidance she needed to 
successfully complete tractor restoration.

A RELATIVELY RARE TRACTOR

As part of the project, Bruce had to research 
the tractor’s history to make sure they were 
rebuilding it to match the original model as 
closely as possible. Only about 1,000 of the 
MH 81, a 25-horsepower row-crop tractor, 
were made between 1941 and 1946. Farmers 
back then could buy one for slightly more 
than $800.

During the war, the tractors were painted 
camouĚage. Afterward, many were sold to 
the Royal Canadian Air Force, where they 
were painted blue and used as aircraft tugs. 
The Massey-Harris company later became 
Massey Ferguson.

MH 81s and others with similar architec-
ture were known as tricycle tractors be-
cause of large, wide rear wheels and nar-
row, angled small front wheels, Soares said. 
Originally designed to cultivate row crops, 

Turlock High School Ag Welding Instructor Derek Soares, along with volunteer Steve Kephart (not pictured), 
provided guidance to student Peyton Bruce as she restored a 1946 Massey-Harris Model 81 tractor. She en-

tered it in the Stanislaus County Fair.
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tricycle tractors were phased out because 
they also were prone to rollovers.

A HILMAR TIE-IN

Turlock High’s MH Model 81 was original-
ly owned Robert A. Iverson of Hilmar, who 
was an airplane enthusiast before he began 
restoring tractors. He had begun work on 
the tractor in about 2006 but passed away 
before he could finish. 

It then sat in pieces in a barn for 17 to 18 
years before his daughter donated it to 
Turlock High’s FFA program, Soares said. 
When he went to pick it up, it was in pieces 
and basically just a frame and tires with a 
lot of rust. But it ran.

Since then, others have donated two trac-
tors to the Turlock High FFA program for 
two-year student projects. When the ma-
chines are restored, the program can sell 
them.

This marks a shift 
from the first three 
tractors that Turlock 
High students re-
stored after Soares 
joined the program in 
2021. Kephart allowed 
students to restore a 
rare 1936 John Deere 
DI tractor that was 
once his grandfather’s. 
It was returned to the 
family once it was 
finished.

Two other students 
refurbished vintage 
tractors that were 
also returned to 
the original own-
ers’ families. The 
MH 81 will stay at 
the high school to 
be used in parades 
and other events.

A ‘LEGO SET’

One of the chal-
lenges with restor-
ing the MH 81 was 
trying to figure out 
what Iverson had 
in mind with some 
of the components, 
Soares said. 

Bruce described the 
project as a big puz-
zle and laughingly 
said, “I call it my 

Lego set.” As she began to put the tractor 
back together, for example, she ended up 
welding a plate on each of the rear fenders 
so she could mount them properly.

Soares said he was surprised to find corks 
in the banjo arm — part of the vehicle’s 
drive train — rather than metal plugs. Then 
again, the tractor was built at the end of the 
war when some metal parts were in short 
supply.

Bruce also replaced all of the wiring and 
hoses because they were old and cracked 
after having sat idle for nearly two decades. 
She then gave the tractor a new coat of red 
paint and installed a new chrome-plated 
exhaust pipe.

With a full school day, including after-
school sports, Bruce spent many a weekend 
on the tractor. Once school was out, she 
continued working roughly six-hour days 
to complete the project.

“The engine was tricky,” Bruce said. “I had 
to ask a lot of questions, and it was diĜcult. 
Now I feel I have a lot more knowledge. 
My friends thought it was really cool.”

Colleagues of her mom, second-grade 
teacher Sarah Bruce, wanted regular up-
dates on the tractor restoration, the younger 
Bruce said. And her grandfather was one of 
her most ardent supporters.

Businesses and individuals within the 
Turlock area also stepped up.

“It’s been really nice that we’ve goĴen a lot 
of sponsors for this tractor,” Bruce said. The 
tires, for example, were one of the costliest 
parts at about $3,000 for the set. 

Soares said Quincy, Illinois-based Titan 
International donated the tires through its 
Antique Tractor Restoration Program. It is 
designed for FFA and 4-H students work-
ing to bring older tractors back to life.

Bonander GMC contributed 2 gallons of 
red paint and 1 gallon of yellow, and the 
list goes on as many other people donated 
money.



Roofing • fencing • Plywood • Siding

HaRdwaRe • inSulation • windowS • o.S.B.

Denair Location: (209) 632-2494

Riverbank Location: (209) 869-4424

www.DenairLumberCo.com

As another membership service, Farm Bureau members are of﻿fered FREE classi¿ed advertising in the Stanislaus 
Farm News. Ads must be 18 words or less and only one ad per month per membership (membership number 
required.) Ads may be MAILED to the Stanislaus Farm News, or BROUGHT to the SCFB oႈce, 1201 L Street, 
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Sale Alfalfa. Best price, great 
quality. Bigger Bales especially 
suited to horses. Cook Valley 

Angus Ranches Modesto 209 996 
7365 & Available May- Oct

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS CUT 

YOUR ENERGY BILLS  ELIMINATE 

DUST & NOISE 
Lowest Prices Guaranteed! Largest Selection in the 
Valley! Windows, Doors, Skylights, Soundproofing, 

Licensed, Bonded & Insured. 

Visit Our Showroom: 

1050 Kansas Ave., Modesto

 Cal Comfort Insulating Windows, Inc.

Contractors Lic. #51317 Class C17B

209-527-1310 (TFN) Wilson Portable Welding 

Structural • Fabrication • General 
Repair 

• Dairy Repair • Ag Repair
•Mobile - 765-3596 

• Shop – 524-3016 (TFN)

RATES: Display rates on request. Terms are cash. Ads should be paid for at time 
of ¿rst insertion or immediately after receipt of bill if order is placed by telephone 
or mail. ERRORS: The Stanislaus Farm News will not be liable for more than one 
incorrect insertion. Errors must be called to the attention of the Classi¿ed Advertis-
ing Department not later than 4 p.m. on the Tuesday following publication of the ad. 
Claims for adjustment must be made within 15 days. We reserve the right to reject or 
revise any advertisement. 

120 SPECIAL NOTICES

Woodbridge Spraying
Field Spraying

Orchard Spraying
Backhoe

380-0727 (TFN)

1000 SERVICES

800 For Rent

1000 SERVICES

Orchard/Vineyard 
removal

Attrition piles too 
Davis Ag

209-670-5278

We haul Rock, Sand, Gravel, 
Demolition Clean Up & Removal, 

Tree Holes, Irrigation Lines & More. 
Lic. # 884701

Home-(209) 848-0538
Cell (209) 525-7715 (TFN)

RON MARTELLA
Custom Nut Harvesting
SHAKING, SWEEPING

AND HARVESTING
883-4819 or 883-0690

PROAG Commercial 

Ag. Spraying

Orchard, vineyard $ herbicide 
applications

209-613-6355 Pat, 209-678-8072 
Matt, 209-613-3227 Justin

Visit proag.webs.com

METAL BUILDINGS
  Provided & installed, interior upgrades 
available, fully engineered, references 
available. Active Industrial Contracting

Michael Frost - 613-3548. 
Lic. #735904 (TFN)

Electrical and 
Refrigeration Service

No job to small. Troubleshooting, 
upgrades on home, ranch, dairy, and 

commercial buildings.
209-648-7748

1100 MISCELLANEOUS

LOW COST HOUSING Largest Inventory 
in Valley of Preowned Mobile Homes. Ap-
prox. 100 to choose from. Priced to ¿t your 
Budget. Transportation Available. DLR. 
209-632-0854.

Noeller Farm

farm & ranch management
Almond, Peaches, Walnuts
custom Almond & Walnuts

(209) 883-2417 or 
(209) 606-2084

Kenyon Organic Services
Organic Consulting Services

Crop and Livestock
Carol Kenyon
(209) 484-1097

ck.cattle23@gmail.com

Martin Reyes 

Land leveling, Discing Chiseling
Lice.#954989

(209) 605-4079

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

510 LIVESTOCK

For Sale:
John Deere 5100ML low pro¿le with Exact cab

Vrisimo Àail mower – 12’ & 8’
PBM 500 gallon sprayer with electric valves (never 

used)
Durand Wayland 500 gallon sprayer

Domries Àoat leveler – 12’                                               

Call Joe: 209-404-3326

Verisimo Might Max fail mower. Model # 
SC-100 asking $5000

Orchard Àoat roller 9ft wide asking $1000
Text or leave a VM    209-505-1731

Need help with your Farm 

Labor? 

Call Lencioni Farm Services
209-537-2186

Spring tooth with attached following harrow. 8 
ft wide, 3 point hook-up asking $1000

Brush rake. Rear push. 9ft wide adjustable 
spacing for 4 or 5 forks asking $1000

Text or leave VM for 
209-505-1731

Dairy for Rent

Permitted for 614 Cows

With Flush and Freestalls 

400 head open heifer facility

Turlock, Ca

Call 209-678-2632

Tractor trailer, crank up 
ramps. 20" truck tires $2500

Call 209-537-9491

Wanted:
Cash paid for OLD Barn and Shop 

items; vintage tools, unwanted junk, old 
bottles & oil cans

209-774-6582

Premier California Properties
Ag/Investment Properties

Marcus Haney
Realtor #01917446

Contact me at 209/605-6727
www.premiercaproperties.com

Orchard & wild land tree piles. 

Smokeless 

conversion to biochar on site. 

Davis Agriculture 

(209) 670-5278

Fordson Collectors!
1955 FMD 

Roll Cage Exr    Weights   Runs 
Needs work   Great tires   $4,000

209-768-6060   Send a MSG.

3/4 inch METAL PIPE, 10 FOOT 
SECTIONS, 700 PCS.
Tom (209) 402-9870 or 

Bob (209) 402-9873

1989 heavy duty 2 axle gooseneck trailer
20' plus 5' long beavertail
plus ramps and wincher

26,000 lb capacity
$12,000 OBO, great condition

call 209-988-3428

For Sale

’67 2T Chevy Truck w/16’ Bed, 21’ Trailer 
$12,000

‘60s Yale 5k Forklift $6,000
Bin Trailers $1,500/ea

Contact: 209-988-0700
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Ford 3400 runs well
12 aĴachments, Diesel 

Needs a new home
$9000/obo   Call 209-479-6214

Rene’s mobile notary
Notary Public

Certified loan signing 
agent 

Call for a quote 
Cal 209-252-4641

Insured Bonded Certified 

Weiss McNair 9800 Calif Special PTO almond pickup 
machine. homas discharge cart
4 super carts, Thomas elevator

Duran Wyland 500 gal PTO air blast sprayer 
Kubota M9960 tractor, Schmeiser 10 foot Ěoat

10 foot orchard Ěoat
PBM HAV 300 weed sprayer 

10 foot oěset disk, CoĴon trailer 
Call Lane, 209-484-0882

2022 M7060HD12 Kubota Tractor Front Blade/
Groomer*Front Assist*Rear Rubber

Scrapper*For Freestalls & Feed Pushup* Low Hours 
1620 *$40,000     2024 Honda 4 TraxRancher*Excellent 

Condition *$7,500    100 Gallon Sprayer w/ PTO 
Pump* 10 FT Wide Boom w/ hand sprayer*$2,500

Contact Dwayne 209-678-1151

LAND FOR RENT
8 ACRES, OAKDALE
NEAR PIONEER RD -on OID

Owner live in house while leasing.

$2K/MONTH- renew 3-5year
CONTACT: JOHN @ 209-857-9750

jcdirect420@gmail.com

Hampton Ranch, CA
8' pretrested posts  ~  4" diameter

$15 each
Hickman, Ca

Call 209-648-3249

10 ft rears mower $6200     10.5 ft hy-
draulic disc $1850     12 ft spring tooth 

$1000     3 blade ridger $2250 
3 shank ripper $2000

Cal John @ 209-988-8440
Leave a message or text

2025 Wheat Hay 3 string bales 
$7/bale call 209-484-3493
Leave message, no texts



The Largest Selection of Heavy Duty Shop Tools and Machinery In Northern California

Modesto (209) 529-8984          Turlock (209) 632-2315
512 River Road                      712 Lander Avenue

RAYCO INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1969

Air Compressors

Steam and High Pressure Cleaners 
Metal Working Tools and Machinery

Automotive Tools and Equipment, Shop Heaters and Coolers
Hand Tools, Abrasives, Saw Blades and Safety Supplies
Power Tools, Wood Working Tools and Machinery

Used Tool and Machinery Dealer

Sales and Service

California Contractors License 708487
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Phil Rumble:  (209) 996-1517

Topping    Hedging

Brush Stacking

Orchard Management

rumbletopping.com

321 Spreckels Ave.  Manteca, CA 95336     (209)  522-3271      Highway 33 Patterson, CA 95363

PARTS |  SERVICE |  SALES |  LEASING |  RENTALS |  USED EQUIPMENT |  NEW EQUIPMENT

ALSO HANDLES

AGCO HESSTON HAY EQUIPMENT

COMPACT TRACTOR RENTALS

PEERLESS DRYING EQUIPMENT

DONALDSON FILTER

SCHMEISER TILLAGE/ORCHARD EQUIPMENT

JAYLOR FEEDING EQUIPMENT

PARTS & SERVICES ON MOST BRANDS OF EQUIPMENT
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Photos Contest !!!
Am I eligible?  
The contest is open to anyone (professional 
photographer or not) in Stanislaus County.  
 
How many photos may I enter?  
An entrant may submit up to five photos.  
 
What are the prizes?  
The first place winner receives $250 cash and 
will be featured on the cover of our Member-
ship special.  
 
Contest Rules 
• Photos must highlight Stanislaus County 
agriculture. 
• WriĴen agreement 
to terms and condi-
tions is required.  
• The model re-
lease portion of the 
entry form must 
also be completed 
and signed by each 
entrant; a parent or 
guardian must sign 
for a minor. 
• All photos submit-
ted become property 
of Stanislaus County 
Farm Bureau*. 
• Stanislaus County 
Farm Bureau may, 
without oěering any 
consideration to or 
obtaining the further 
permission of its 
submiĴer, use any 
submiĴed photo for 
any purpose*. 
** Intended uses 
include but not lim-
ited to newspaper, 
E-news, social media, 
general publica-
tions and marketing 
materials around 
Stanislaus County 
Agriculture and 
Farm Bureau. 
 
Photo requirements 
and preferences  
• Images from mo-
bile devices may be 
submiĴed if they are 

high resolution. 
• Turn oě the date stamp option on your cam-
era. Photos on which a date stamp or photogra-
pher’s name is visible will be disqualified. 
• All photos must be in .jpg format. 
 
What is the entry deadline?  
Entries must be entered by September 26, 2025.

How do I enter?  
Email your photos to abid@stanfarmbureau.org 
or submit via our google form. 
 
Agreement 
 By entering this contest, you grant to Stanislaus 
County Farm Bureau and to its aĜliates and 
member county Farm Bureaus a royalty-free, 

worldwide, perpetual, non-exclusive license 
to use, publish, display, distribute, reproduce, 
edit, adapt, and create derivative works of the 
submiĴed photographs, in whole or in part, in 
any media now known or hereafter developed 
or discovered, including in use on websites and 
social media, in publications and for promo-
tional purposes, without compensation or prior 
notice to you or your successors or assigns, or 
any other person or entity. Entering a submis-
sion in this contest constitutes your irrevocable 
assignment, conveyance, and transference of 
these rights.  
 
Questions? Call (209) 522-7278 or email abid@
stanfarmbureau.org. 
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PBM Supply & MFG., INC.
Quality Agricultural Spray Equipment, Parts and Supplies

www.pbmsprayers.com       www.pbmtanksupply.comSince 1969

PBM Supply & Manufacturing is a local agricultural manufacturing company 

that specializes in the design and construction of sprayers, tank trailers, 

and chemical handling equipment. Give us a call to find a dealer near you.

-Sprayers-   -Tanks-   -Liquid Delivery Trailers-   -Parts & Accessories-          

Fowler Store
877-688-1334
3732 S. Golden 

State Blvd.
Fowler, CA 93625 

HAV Self-Propelled Sprayers Chemical Mixing Trailers

Injection PlatesWalking Beam Sprayers

UTV Sprayers Parts, Accessories, Repair Kits & More

Whimsical farming tales
Summer 2025 California Bountiful magazine
 
Students tell stories of beekeeping, aquaculture, rice farming and 
more

Story by Linda DuBois

Using ingenuity to solve problems, coping with grief and strug-
gling to feel at home as an immigrant are among the background 
themes in the narratives and illustrations California students cre-
ated for the 2025 “Imagine this…” Story Writing Contest.

Students’ agricultural topics run the gamut from fighting a citrus 
pest to raising an abandoned chick to an almond’s journey from 
the tree to the store shelf.

Hosted annually by the California Foundation for Agriculture in 
the Classroom, the contest challenges youths to learn about agri-
culture while developing their writing skills. Participants come 
from big and small towns, both rural and urban, from through-
out the state.

Students in third through eighth grades are asked to pick a topic 
relating to agriculture, do some research and then use their cre-
ative storytelling skills to write a fiction or nonfiction story that 
educates the reader about the topic.

Winners are selected from each region, and seven of those are 
chosen as statewide winners: one winner from each of the six 
grade levels and one Honorable Mention who can be from any 

See Contest on page 14
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www.mid.org

MID keeps water working for you

The Power to Grow

SERVING OUR

AG COMMUNITY

• Dependable water supply

• Irrigation system improvements

• Promoting efficient water usage

• Sustainable use of the
   Tuolumne River Reliability

INVESTING IN

To learn how TID is investing in upgrades to existing
substations to improve TID’s overall transmission

system reliability, go to TID.org/InvestingIn. 

More winegrape farmers navigate season 
without guaranteed buyers

Amid a global downturn in wine consump-
tion, an increasing number of California 
winegrape growers are cultivating their 
crops without a winery contract this season. 
Without a guaranteed buyer, Sacramento 
County farmer Max Francesconi is focused 
on maintaining grape quality while careful-
ly managing costs. “We are doing our best 
to keep expenses down,” Francesconi told 
Ag Alert® in a field report. “We made mi-
nor adjustments to save a bit of money but 
still keep up the quality. You still have to do 
your preventative maintenance and keep it 
growing and keep high-quality grapes on 
the vine so you could market them towards 
the end of the year.”  

Farmer harvests bountiful blueberry crop in 
Mendocino County

Mendocino County farmer Taylor Serres 
Murnig reported harvesting a bountiful 
blueberry crop in late June and early July. 

“We had some of the best quality we’ve 
seen in the past couple years,” Serres 
Murnig told Ag Alert® in a field report. The 
fresh-market blueberry season typically 
lasts two to three weeks, or four weeks with 
perfect weather. This year, hot weather on 
the North Coast shortened Serres Murnig’s 
harvest period, she said, adding that the 
farm had enough longtime employees to 
harvest the crop during the short window. 
“You’re having that dance with Mother 
Nature,” she said, “and she is always in the 
lead.”  

Tulare County dairy rebounds after recov-
ering from bird Ěu

At least one dairy in Tulare County has 
made a full recovery this summer, a year af-
ter many in the region suěered losses from 
bird Ěu. Blake Wilbur, whose Tulare dairy 
has 1,600 milking Jersey cows, saw about 
a 25% reduction in milk production over 
a two- to three-week period last fall. “We, 
fortunately, did not lose many, if any, cows. 
Dairies with Holsteins suěered worse, and 
those that got bird Ěu during the summer 
heat fared much worse,” Wilbur said, not-

ing that his dairy’s milk production had 
not only returned to normal this year but 
surpassed last year’s levels, likely due to fa-
vorable weather. “Our cows have bounced 
back,” Wilbur told Ag Alert® in a field 
report.  

New resource aims to help aging farmers 
plan for succession

Nearly half of California farmers are 65 
and older, and many have yet to plan for 
what happens to their farms when they 
retire. For those without family heirs, that 
decision can be especially complex. A 
new set of resources from the University 
of Nebraska, Lincoln, aims to help those 
producers explore options for succession so 
that farmland can stay in production and 
continue supporting local communities. 
“We are seeing more and more farmers and 
ranchers who have not identified an heir or 
person they’re expecting to pass the farm or 
ranch onto,” Nebraska Extension educator 
Jessica Groskopf said. “A lot of resources 
for succession focus on the next genera-
tion, but the reality is that for many of these 
folks that doesn’t apply.”
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Del Monte troubles shake up pear season

With harvest underway, California pear 
growers say there’s liĴle doubt that crop 
yield has improved this year. Looking into 
the future, however, growers are grappling 
with uncertainty after Del Monte Foods, 
which operates one of two pear canneries 
left in the state, filed for bankruptcy this 
month. California pear growers typically 
ship more than half their crop to canneries, 
selling the rest as fresh fruit. Del Monte’s 
bankruptcy is “going to obviously cause 
some type of rebalancing” in the sector, 
said Alex Wilson, who grows pears for his 
family’s Rivermaid Trading Co. in Lodi. 
“There’s a giant question mark on what 
that rebalancing is going to look like.”   

Abandoned crops bring pest plague to 
nearby farms

California farmers are sounding an alarm 
about a troubling symptom of the state’s 
struggling farm economy. With winegrape 
and almond prices less profitable in recent 
years and farmers in the San Joaquin Valley 

no longer allowed to burn discarded trees 
and vines, an increasing number of grow-
ers—unable to aěord farming or removal 
costs—have simply walked away from their 
orchards and vineyards. Tens of thousands 
of acres have been abandoned, leaving 
neighboring farms to fight insects and 
rodents that spill over from the neglected 
trees and vines. “If you’re right next door, 
it’s preĴy diĜcult,” said Michael Naito, 
who grows winegrapes, almonds and pista-
chios in Fresno and Madera counties.  

Grasshopper damage, losses down as infes-
tations decline

Grasshoppers and Mormon crickets, which 
in past years traveled great distances and 
destroyed tens of millions of dollars of 
Northern California crops, have emerged 
again this year, although farmers say 
there’s been a small reprieve. During the 
past several years, grasshopper populations 
were so thick that “the cows had their eyes 
shut walking across the meadows,” Plu-
mas County rancher Susy Pearce said. The 
infestations forced her to spend upwards 

of $20,000 in pest control from 2021–2023. 
Pearce said she has seen some grasshoppers 
this year, “but nothing to panic about.”  

Foundation provides programs and servic-
es for California farmworkers

Joe Garcia, president of the California 
Farmworker Foundation, founded the orga-
nization in 2016 to improve farmworkers’ 
quality of life. A child and grandchild of 
farmworkers, Garcia said he was motivated 
to start CFF after seeing a lack of politi-
cal will to solve problems impacting farm 
employees. “This inspired me to establish a 
foundation aimed at addressing the needs 
of our farmworker communities,” he told 
Ag Alert®. Today, the biggest challenge 
facing California farmworkers, he said, is 
the federal government’s mass deportation 
program. “As an organization, our greatest 
responsibility is to continue standing along-
side farmworkers and our communities, of-
fering our support and education,” Garcia 
said. “We aim to be a reliable resource they 
can trust.”
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TUOLUMNE COUNTY
BUSINESS MEMBERS 

Contact our office to upgrade your membership today!
(209) 522-7278 abid@stanfarmbureau.org

Thank you to our business members!
A L Gilbert Company

Oakdale, (209) 847-1721
Armstrong Logging

Twain Harte, (209) 586-1384
Aspen Meadow Pack Station

Sonora, (209) 965-3402
Benton Roberson CPAs LLP

Sonora, (209) 586-5236
Blue Mountain Minerals 

Columbia, (209) 533-0127
California Reforestation Inc

Sonora, (209) 840-1326
Canepa & Sons Well Drilling 

Sonora, (209) 532-1136
Cedar Ridge Apple Ranch LLC 

Sonora, (209) 533-9463
Conifer Communications Inc

Sonora, (209) 532-5859

Covers Apple Ranch

Tuolumne, (209) 840-2674
Crook Logging Inc

Groveland, (209) 962-7716
Diestel Turkey Ranch 

Sonora, (209) 532-4950
Doherty Tire of Sonora 

Standard, (209) 532-3484
DSRS Inc.

Sonora, (209) 993-8146
Fulton Trucking Inc. 

Groveland, (209) 962-4350
Hurst Ranch 

Jamestown, (209) 984-3016
Joe Cover & Sons Inc

Tuolumne, (209) 840-2674
Lockhart Appraisal 

Soulsbyville

Mountain Oasis Purified Water LLC

Sonora, (209) 533-9000
Left Coast Land Clearing

Sonora, (209) 536-9174
Sierra Resource Management Inc

Sonora, (209) 984-1146
Tuolumne Utilities District 

Sonora, (209) 770-8902
Twain Harte Lumber & Hardware

Twain Harte, (209) 586-3571
Valley Pacific Petroleum 

Stockton, (209) 948-9412
Yosemite Clean Energy

Mariposa, (209) 800-2831
Yosemite Farm Credit 

Turlock, (209) 667‑2366

grade level. The winning tales are bound in 
a book illustrated by high school art, graph-
ic design and photography students. 

Winners, along with their families and 
teachers, receive a trip to Sacramento for 
a book signing and an awards ceremony 
during California Agriculture Day at the 
Capitol.

Entries for the next contest are due Oct. 
1. For more information on entering, visit 
LearnAboutAg.org.
______________________________________

The Mystery of Luci’s Bees 
By Luciana Infante
Third Grade
Plaza School, Glenn County
Teacher: Jennifer Crane
Illustrator: Sofia Matin
Millikan High School, Long Beach
Art instructor: ScoĴ Coppenger

Luci lives on a farm where her family keeps 
bees. One day, she discovers that wasps 
are stealing honey from the bees. Worried 
about the bees, she devises a plan to draw 
the wasps away from the bees—and it 
works!

In her research for this story, Luciana 

From Contest on page 9 learned that, on average, a bee makes only 
one-twelfth of a teaspoon of honey in its 
lifetime and that bees help plants grow by 
pollinating them.
______________________________________

Not Just Another Nut Story
By Josiah Wenger
Fourth Grade
Shiloh 4-H Club, Stanislaus County
4-H Club leader: Sheila Amaral

Illustrators: Malakai Newbery and Serena 
Vining
Calvine High School, Sacramento
Art instructor: Corrie Soderlund

Two almonds, Joe and Jack, are in an or-
chard tree when they are suddenly shaken 
to the ground. They then dry in the sun, 
are hulled and go to a processing facil-
ity, where they anticipate being packaged 
whole or slivered, Ěavored or turned into 
Ěour or milk.

Josiah’s story was inspired by his dad, 
who manages an almond huller. Josiah 
hopes readers learn about the many steps 
involved in geĴing almonds from trees to 
tables.
______________________________________

The LiĴle Farm Dog
By Josephine SlaĴery
Fifth Grade
Twin Rivers Charter School, SuĴer County
Teacher: Nick Maddalena
Illustrators: Savannah Farmer and Vivian 
Ning
Monterey Trail High School, Elk Grove
Art instructor: Monica Ortega
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We�re not just a bank, we�re a partner. Since 1867, we�ve helped 

businesses thrive. Whether you�re opening your first business, 

expanding, or looking for a business line of credit, we are here 

to support you every step of the way. With flexible financing, 

checking and savings, online cash management, and executive 

and employee packages, our team listens to your needs and 

creates a customized plan for your business goals. 

bankofstockton.com

Your business
partner in every
milestone.

Personal | Small Business | Commercial | Retail Investments | Wealth Management

WITHSTANDING THE TEST OF TIME

The first
do�ar they

earned

mom

xo

A farm dog named Steiger goes to a rice 
farm with Farmer Joel and watches a plane 
plant rice, has fun chasing the migrating 
birds and rides in a harvester as it collects 
80,000 pounds of rice, all within a few 
hours.

______________________________________

The Buddha’s Hand: A Tale of Resilience
By J.W. Wilds
Sixth Grade
Sandburg Middle School, Los Angeles 
County
Teacher: Rachel BizzoĴo
Illustrators: Chloe (Mulch) Schell and Re-
becca Feng
Sheldon High School, Sacramento
Art instructors: Theresa Nguyen Tran Vo 
and Audrey Russell

Andres’ family immigrates to California 
from a family farm in the Philippines with 
a piece of a Buddha’s hand tree, which they 
plant. When a citrus-harming pest almost 
kills the tree, the family finds a solution and 
the beloved tree connecting them to their 
homeland survives.

J.W. learned about organic methods of 
pest control and about a disease he’d never 
heard of that aěects California citrus.

See Contest on page 16
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     for supporting, and or purchasing a market beef animal! Your 
support to youth in agriculture has not gone unnoticed!  We hope you have enjoyed the process. Our 
SCBS was developed to promote youth with a love for the beef industry.  In the last eleven years, we 
have provided the following:

1. Increased the average price per pound on market steers from $3.00 to $6.00 /lb. at the Stanislaus 
County Fair

2. Created a carcass contest that awards buckles in the following three areas: Rate of Gain, Carcass 
contest and Super Steer.

3. Provides the opportunity for youth to show market beef cattle through offering (5-6) merit awards 
per year.  Roughly 50 over the last 10 years at $1500 for each merit award

4. Providing scholarships to our graduating seniors who have applied, interviewed and then attended a 
post- secondary school.  1-5 scholarships per year at $500-$1,500 per scholarship depending on the 
involvement of the youth.

Sponsorship Opportunities

Dinner Sponsorships: Cattle Barron, Prime, Gun, Choice, 
Ranch Hand (call to see what�s included!)

Award Sponsorships: Buckles & Chairs for Champion of Rate 
of Gain, Carcass Contest & Super Steer

Merit Award Sponsorships: Awarded to livestock exhibitor 
to help cover cost of raising a market beef

Scholarships: Any amount donated that will be awarded to our 
Seniors during the awards banquet

Awards dinner will be held at:

� Diamond Bar Arena 

� August 23RD, 2025 at 5:30 p.m.;
Social and dinner at 6:00 p.m. 

� 6055 Central Ave, Ceres, CA 95307

� $65.00 per ticket or choose a level    
for Dinner Sponsors

Call or email Lori Marchy @ 209-678-1265 or
lmarchy@aol.com to reserve your spot today!

Stanislaus Cattleman�s Beef SupportersStanislaus Cattleman�s Beef Supporters

Thank Y� Thank Y� 

WE INVITE YOU TO OUR ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER ON AUGUST 23RD

Dear Beef Supporter of the Stanislaus County Fair

that allows our committee to honor hard work, community support and the love for agriculture. 
Please know that any and all contributions made to our organization are distributed back to the 

youth in the forms of scholarships, merit awards, and carcass awards.  

From Contest on page 15

Chasing a Dream
By Jayna Wenger, Seventh Grade
Shiloh 4-H Club, Stanislaus County
4-H Club leader: Sheila Amaral
Illustrators: Venessa Palofox and 
Cherelle Parker, Monterey Trail 
High School, Elk Grove
Art instructor: Monica Ortega

Ocean-loving Kate signs up for a 
college aquaculture class and goes 
on a field trip on a re-search boat 
where she learns about how crab 
is caught and seaweed is grown 
and harvested. She leaves with a dream of studying to become an 
aquaculturist.

Jayna picked aquaculture for her topic because she wanted to put 
the spotlight on a segment of agriculture that’s “innovative and 
unique.”

Her Mother’s Dream
By Olivia Devereaux
Eighth Grade
Hickman Charter School, 
Stanislaus County
Teacher: Natalia Lemos
Illustrator: Djeěterline Jean 
Philippe
Florin High School, Sacramento
Art instructor:  Alexandra Pease

Katerina faces a dilemma—stay 
at her new home and live out her 
recently deceased mother’s dream 
of growing olives or go back to 
familiar surroundings. A kind and 
helpful neighbor who explains the process of turning olives to oil 
helps her decide.

Olivia’s story was inspired by her name—coming from the Latin 
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(209) 634-9484

eltappraisers.com
info@eltappraisers.com

         Fax: (209) 634-0765

Providing Full Service Agricultural Valuation Products

  

   

Edwards, Lien & Toso, Inc.
Agricultural Appraisal Services

Alyssa L. Haines

Jason L. Edwards

George L. Morasci

Stephanie J. Bengard

Kay J. Austin

Mary Anne Dores

Kyle E. Dalrymple, ARA

Tiffany L. Holmes, ARA

Martin Seanez, ARA

Richard L. Kilgore, ARA

Anthony J. Toso, ARA

Jeffrey A. Lien

Randal H. Edwards, ARA

8408 N. Lander Ave., Hilmar, CA 95324

word for olive—and by her love for 
olive oil, which she says she puts on 
everything.
________________________________

Lucky’s Life
By Ava Forsythe
Honorable Mention
Turlock Eagles 4-H Club, Stanislaus 
County
4-H Club leader: Sheila Amaral
Illustrator: Amia Newberg
Elk Grove High School, Elk Grove
Art instructor: Crystaline Owen

A baby chick, Lucky, is abandoned 
on a walking trail and then rescued 
by a girl named Ava, whose family 
must then learn quickly how to care 
for young chickens. Lucky grows 
into a beautiful hen that helps Ava 
teach other 4-H’ers about raising 
chickens.

Ava’s real-life experience of find-
ing an abandoned chick inspired 
this story and her love of chickens. 
To give her story a creative twist, 
she decided to tell the story from 
Lucky’s perspective. 

________________________________



Norah Schell
Turlock Christian FFA

Showing at Stanislaus Fair for 3 years.
Favorite part of showing was getting

to learn her steers personality and
raising him from the ground up. 

Troy Cox
Oakdale FFA

Showing at Stanislaus Fair for 10 years.
Favorite part of showing was getting
to take care of his steer everyday and

being around friends and family.

Adeline Pombo 
Modesto FFA

Project - Market & Breeding Hogs
Showing at Stanislaus Fair for 7 years.
Favorite part of showing this year was
winning her breed in the market show.

Allison Marchy 
Modesto FFA

Project - Market Goat
Showing at Stanislaus Fair for 6 years.
Favorite part of showing this year was

being first in her market class. 
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50 Acres of Farmland Available – 
Sharecrop Opportunity (Vernalis, CA)

We’ve got 50 acres of clean, Ěat farm-
land available in Vernalis, California, 
right across the road from our com-
post facility. It was previously used 

for almonds, but the orchard has been 
removed and the ground is ready to 
prep for farming. We’re open to sug-

gestions on what to plant.
Water is available on site, and the land 

needs to be prepped for planting.
We’re looking for a dependable 

farmer interested in a sharecropping 
deal – no monthly rent, just a fair split 
of the profits. You bring the work and 

experience; we provide the land.
If you’re interested or want to talk 

details, contact Tim Hester, General 
Manager at Recology Blossom Valley 

Organics North, at 
thester@recology.com
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YOUR

FUTURE

GROWS

HERE.

The change in agriculture today is just a 

glimpse of what lies ahead. It’s why, more 

than ever, we are committed to being the 

partner you can trust, who understands 

your needs and delivers value to help you 

achieve your goals.

Wherever agriculture goes, we’ll be there, 

alongside you, as you lead the way.

COMMITTED TO 
SERVING YOUR NEEDS.

Visit agloan.com/growyourfuture

A Part of the Farm Credit System.          Equal Opportunity Lender.

Your future grows here
SCAN ME

One call can do it all

Fast, Efficient Processing
No Long-Term Stockpiling

Color-Sorted Meat & In-Shell Lines

Committed to Quality & Precision

ALMOND HULLING

Modesto, CA

(209) 988-3661
Call Paul Vermeulen today to plan your 

harvest, hulling, & shelling needs!

HARVEST    TRUCKING    HULLING    SHELLING
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See AFBF on page 25

30

The Power of Our 
Grassroots

By: Zippy Duvall, American Farm Bureau 
President

One of the great honors of my role as Amer-
ican Farm Bureau president is sharing the 
stories of farmers and ranchers from across 
this country with leaders who are making 
decisions that directly impact our work, our 

families, and our livelihoods. From law-
makers on Capitol Hill all the way to the 
White House, I am humbled to sit across 
from powerful leaders to help them under-
stand how you grow the food, fiber, and 
renewable fuel our nation and the world 
depends on. And I have that seat because of 
you, because they want to hear your stories. 
Like all Americans, our nation’s leaders, in-
cluding the President of the United States, 
want to understand where their food comes 

from.

Recently, I had 
the privilege of 
siĴing down 
for a direct 
conversation 
with President 
Trump in the 
Oval OĜce. We 
had a full dis-
cussion about 
the pressing 
issues impacting 
your families, 
your farms, 
and the farm 
economy. He 
asked me a lot 
of questions 
about farming 
which gave me 
the opportu-
nity to explain 
the science 
behind our 
farming prac-
tices and the 
tools that we 
use. Thanks to 
your grassroots 
eěorts, our na-
tion’s leaders 
are seeing that 
what maĴers 
to agriculture 
should maĴer 
to all Ameri-
cans. You, as 
farmers and 
ranchers, play 
a critical role 
in keeping our 

food supply secure, providing nutritious 
food for our families, and protecting our 
natural resources.

I expressed Farm Bureau’s appreciation to 
President Trump and his administration 
for the agriculture and tax provisions in the 
One Big Beautiful Bill Act. I shared with the 
President how this year’s crop is the most 
expensive we have ever put in the ground, 
and that this law is bringing much-needed 
relief with increases to outdated reference 
prices and funding for other risk manage-
ment tools. But I also emphasized that it’s 
time to finish the job with an updated farm 
bill to address other programs and policy 
improvements that are important to farm-
ers and ranchers.

As you might have guessed, we also dis-
cussed trade and the importance of open-
ing new markets for farmers and ranchers. 
I shared that farmers are eager to follow 
the success of the administration’s new 
deal with the U.K. with even more trade 
deals to open up markets across the globe. 
America’s farmers and ranchers are grow-
ing some of the best products in the world, 
safely and sustainably, as I shared with 
the President, and we’re long overdue for 
a level playing field in countries that have 
thrown up non-scientific barriers to Ameri-
can-grown products. I also emphasized that 
we are eager to see trade disputes resolved 
swiftly and that our policy does not sup-
port tariěs. The President assured me that 
boosting U.S. agriculture would remain a 
priority in negotiating new deals.

The President and I discussed other chal-
lenges and concerns weighing on farm fam-
ilies right now. I emphasized that labor is 
the greatest limiting factor to U.S. agricul-
ture, and without a stable, legal workforce, 
we cannot continue to grow the healthy 
food that American families count on. If we 
want to boost American-grown products, 
we need to reform our H-2A guestworker 
program. I shared with him the personal 
stories that I have heard from farmers on 
these challenges: how you cannot aěord the 
dramatic hikes in the H-2A wage rate and 
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Boyett Petroleum

209.577.6000 | Boyett.net

601 McHenry Ave, Modesto, 95350

MIKE HEINRICH

209.312.4011 | MHeinrich@boyett.net

Inventory Management Competitive 

Pricing

On Time Delivery

Gas, Diesel, Renewable Diesel, and 

Red Diesel Available

Agricultural Commercial Fuel

Truck & Trailer Delivery

Bobtail Loads Available

Protecting America’s 
Livestock Herds

By Greg Doering 

If there’s one constant in the world, it’s 
every living thing is looking for food while 
avoiding becoming a meal. Farmers fight 
weeds, bacteria and fungus from the mo-
ment seeds go into the ground until the 
crop is harvested. Ranchers are on constant 
alert for predators waiting for the right op-
portunity to secure an easy meal.
 
In growing food, there’s a constant baĴle 
against pests, both seen and unseen. One 
of agriculture’s greatest successes over the 
past 75 years has come from managing 
these threats even if they’re not eliminated 
entirely.
 
The New World Screwworm is a parasitic 
pestilence of Ěy larvae that burrows into 
open wounds on livestock, causing serious 
to fatal injury to infected animals. NWS was 
a scourge in the United States until 1966 
when a government program used sterile 
Ěies to eradicate the breeding stock.
 
This biological barrier eventually ban-
ished the NWS to the Caribbean and South 
America, but recent sightings in Central 
America and Mexico have put the United 
States on alert. Like any fence, the barrier 
occasionally develops some weak spots. An 
outbreak occurred in Texas in 1976 and the 
NWS cropped up again in the Florida Keys 
in 2016, aěecting wild deer there.
 
Vigilance is key to halting the most recent 
migration, and oĜcials are working to 
reverse the course of NWS before it can 
reestablish in the United States. While not 
cheap, these eěorts provide enormous eco-
nomic benefits, with one U.S. government 
estimate showing an outbreak similar to the 
one in 1976 could cause nearly $2 billion in 
losses.
 
The reemergence of NWS into the public 
discourse is also an opportunity to high-
light how dedicated farmers and ranchers 
are in caring for their livestock. It’s easy for 

someone outside of the industry to only see 
caĴle grazing in a pasture as they drive by 
on the highway and believe the animals are 
largely on their own.
 
While this is the time of year caĴle are like-
ly to have the least amount of interaction 
with their caretakers, it’s still substantially 
more than what a passersby can see from 
the road. There are regular water checks, 
replenishment of supplemental mineral and 
salt in addition to periodic fence checks.
 
This is in addition to more thorough assess-
ments when rotating caĴle to fresh pasture. 
When I was growing up, moving caĴle to 
a new pasture always 
involved a stop at the 
pens to spray the caĴle 
with a mild insecticide 
to combat Ěies, ticks 
and other biting in-
sects. This also oěered 
the chance for close 
evaluation of the herd.
 
We’d start the day 
before sunrise so we 
could move the caĴle 
when it was coolest, 
and the observation 
started as soon as we 
began guiding them 
to the pen. We studied 
the strides looking for 
any sign of a limp or 
lethargy that could 
indicate an illness. 
Once in the pen, we 
paid close aĴention to 
posture, coat, eyes and 
mouth for any signs 
of sickness or distress. 
Any potentially sick 
animals would be 
separated for further 
evaluation and treat-
ment if necessary.
 
Catching problems 
early makes them 
much easier to solve. 
Screwworms are still a 

threat, but through care and vigilance they 
were spoĴed early, and mitigation mea-
sures are underway to protect all the herds 
in the United States.
 
Greg Doering is a writer and photographer 
at Kansas Farm Bureau. KFB originally 
published this piece as an Insight column; it 
is reshared with permission.
 
A Market Intel published by the American 
Farm Bureau provides additional details 
and economic analysis about the impact of 
the New World Screwworm.
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Serving Stanislaus & 

Merced Counties

8016 Winton Way, Winton

Since 1986

•State of the Art Equipment

•80’ Truck Scale

•Maximized Returns

•Owner Operated

•Inshell line complete with 

Satake color sorter

•High Capacity dryer for bin 

or bulk loads

Peter Verdegaal 

209-628-1008

Office 

209-356-0210

How arti´cial intelligence is 
transforming cattle farming

The following information is provided by 
Nationwide®, your approved insurance and 
financial services company.

AI is a common acronym in the beef caĴle 
business. But we’re not talking about artificial 
insemination. 

Artificial intelligence is the science of teaching 
machines to learn from data. Think of this AI 
as a co-pilot or assistant for routine processes, 
data and tasks. AI can help, but it still requires 
human input. And it’s making its way to U.S. 
ranches at a rapid pace.

How is AI used in agriculture? 

For farmers and ranchers, AI tools can spot 
complex paĴerns in everything from climate to 
animal health. An AI model creates new intel-
ligence based on global data sets and can be 
applied to making well-informed decisions on 
your farm or ranch.  

“If used properly, AI has the potential to help 
caĴle producers," said Dustin Balsley, Chief 
Operations OĜcer for Performance Livestock 
Analytics, a caĴle industry data innovation 
company. "AI can be used for advanced cal-
culations and large data analysis. It can help 
ranchers create summary reports and monitor 
paĴerns. That way, ranchers can make changes 
to optimize things like feed eĜciency and caĴle 
marketing strategies.” 

How to deploy AI in caĴle farming operations
Here are a few ways AI is emerging in beef 

caĴle production:

1.	 Feed rations and caĴle nutrition
Sensors (including boluses that when 
ingested by an animal can monitor ru-
minal activity) and cameras can collect 
data on each animal's eating habits, 
body condition and even chewing 
paĴerns. Then, an AI algorithm can 
recognize paĴerns and use that data to 
help ranchers make optimal decisions 
on things like:
●	 Adjusting feed rations in real 
time
●	 Identifying underperforming 
animals quickly
●	 Alerting to possible health con-
cerns or behavioral shifts

2.	 CaĴle herd health
Wearable collars, ear tags and video 
systems can monitor animal move-
ment and vitals. An AI algorithm can 
collect that data and apply it to:
●	 Spot lameness or illness before 
you could detect it visually
●	 Reduce labor hours spent on 
pen-checks
●	 Enable targeted veterinary inter-
vention instead of broad treatments

3.	 Reproductive management
Artificial intelligence software now 
helps track breeding cycles, predict 
calving dates and identify cows that 
may need assistance. This results in:
●	 Improved conception rates

●	 Reduced calving diĜculties
●	 Streamlined record keeping

4.	 Predictive analytics for business deci-
sions
AI helps crunch environmental, weather and 
market data to:
●	 Fine-tune caĴle marketing
●	 Purchase feeds at the right time
●	 Alter grazing rotations

“AI still has a long way to go. But in some 
aspects of the caĴle business, it can be a game 
changer in decision-making for ranchers,” Bals-
ley said. “On my family farm, we have used 
AI to aid in heifer selection. We’re able to turn 
mounds of data into quick summaries without 
building complex spreadsheets or relying on 
analytics we can’t interpret.”

Artificial intelligence considerations for ranch-
ers

Before you invest in any new artificial intel-
ligence tool, think about your readiness and 
ability to employ it as a tool, not a replacement 
for your own ideas, experience and expertise.

“Not all technology like this is an immediate 
home run,” Balsley said. “AI won’t replace you 
or the advisors around your operation in mak-
ing decisions. There are too many variables that 
are specific to your operation which AI can’t 
factor in. I recommend looking at AI as a tool 
to help with redundant tasks or summarizing 
large amounts of data very quickly.”

AI is transforming caĴle farming by enhancing 
nutrition, herd health, reproduction and busi-
ness analytics. By managing repetitive tasks 
and analyzing complex data, AI can serve as a 
powerful complement to ranchers' expertise. 
When thoughtfully integrated, it can empower 
farmers and ranchers to streamline operations, 
boost eĜciency and remain competitive in the 
ever-evolving agriculture industry.

Visit AgInsightCenter.com for more resources 
and expert tips to help you run a successful 
business and maintain the safety of your opera-
tion. 

Nationwide, the Nationwide N and Eagle, and 
Nationwide is on your side are service marks 
of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. © 
2025 Nationwide
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AgSafe
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Cal Ag Safety
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Aemetis Biogas LLC 
Keyes 497-4034
American AgCredit
Turlock 667-5101 
Basi Insurance

        Oakdale (209) 847-3065
Bays Ranch

        Westley  894-3472
BBSI 

         Modesto 576-0322

Beard Land Improvement Co
        Modesto 524-4631

 Cortez Growers Association
         Turlock 632-3118

Flory Industries
        Salida 545-1167

Frantz Nursery
         Hickman 874-1459

Grower Direct Nut Company
         883-4890
  

Haidlen Ford
        Oakdale 847-0356

Heinrich Farms Inc
         Modesto 595-2207 

Hilmar Cheese Company, Inc.
         Hilmar 667-6076

InsureCAL Insurance Agency
         Turlock 250-0269

Mapes Ranch
         Modesto 522-1762

Farm(x)
        Mountain View 559-608-4410

FISHBIO
        Oakdale 847-6300

Hughes Ag Service
        Modesto 765-6075

Recology Inc
         Westley 395-9506

Anteris
Turlock (559) 472-6415
Capacity Chemical

        Westley 231-3297
East Valley Ag Corporation
Modesto 606-0549
Exact
 Modesto 544-8600

Agri Business Financial Inc
Oakdale 607-0037 
Central Valley Community Bank
Fresno 559-323-3472
Edwards, Lien & Toso
Hilmar 634-9484
Farmers & Merchants Bank
Riverbank 571-4023

Grimbleby Coleman CPA's Inc
Modesto 527-4220
Moss Adams
Stockton 955-6100
Oak Valley Community Bank
Oakdale 844-7500
Umpqua Bank

        Modesto 494-7245
Vermeulen Company CPA
Ripon 599-5051
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r Acosta & DaughtersLLC
Waterford 872-4815
Clear Innovation
Ceres 595-0338
Coit & Hewes LLC
Modesto 985-0559
Garton Tractor Inc.
Turlock 632-3931

G&F Ag Services 
Escalon 599-8911 
Golden State Dairy Service

        Modesto 557-9484
Hotsy
Modesto 578-3925
Pacific Distributing Inc.
Hughson 883-4032

RAYCO
        Modesto 529-8984

Turlock Auto Parts
Turlock 634-4968
Turlock Dairy & Refrigeration
Turlock 667-6455
Oxbo
Madera 577-1800

Ahlem Foothill Farm
Turlock 874-2477 
Bobby Yamamoto Farms
Westley 835-1750
Braden Farms
Hughson 883-4061
Brian Stewart

         Oakdale 847-8025

Catherine Phipps Walden
        Ballico 667-2409

D & M Ag., 
Denair 667-7783
Donlon Farms Inc.
Patterson 892-8543
E Roen Ranches

        Winnemucca 614-5944
Fowler Brother Farming

         Waterford 409-4951

Hilltop Ranch, Inc. 
Ballico 874-1875
Hoekstra Dairy 
 Oakdale 765-2926
John P Brichetto

         Oakdale  404-6550
Kurt Lemos

         Oakdale 247-9870
Melvin Wheeler

         Modesto 526-9770
Marchy Dairy 
Ceres 537-0630

McManis Farms Inc
Modesto 541-9345
Melo Farms LLC
Turlock 585-7852
Michael Van Andel
Modesto 531-4667
Ray Ruiz

         Modesto 576-3280
Redwood Ranches LLC

         Hughson 883-2603

Robert Gioletti 
Turlock 667-6024
Ron Martella Farms
Hughson 883-4819
Piazza Ranch

        Denair 678-0787
Schut Ranches
Patterson 892-6226
S & S Dairy Inc

        Modesto 
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Berliner Cohen 
        Modesto 576-0111

Ross W. Lee
Modesto 521-9190
Jensen & Jensen 
Modesto 529-0791

Starkey & Lucas Farming & Cattle
        Ceres 484-0671

Stewart Johnson
        Ceres 602-8899

Walter Nicolau
         Denair 538-7600

Weaver Bros
Crows Landing 854-6716
Wyeth Dairy Inc., 
Modesto 545-2101

Branelle Properties LLC
Oakdale 595-0256
Hawkins & Associates
Engineering
Modesto 575-4295
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t Becerra Farm Services

         Oakdale 380-0448
Benchmark Farm Management

        Riverbank 869-4290
Grover Farm Management
Modesto 602-3031
Mike Gorrasi Consulting

        Modesto 499-4898
TriNut Farm Management 

        Ceres 431-3425

Fe
ed

\F
ar

m
 S

up
pl

ie
s A.L. Gilbert

Keyes 632-2333
Conlin Supply
Oakdale 847-8977
NuWest Milling LLC
Hughson 883-1163
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DiBuduo & DeFendis
        Fresno 557-2759 

GDI Insurance Agency
         Turlock 991-2929

Hoobler Insurance Services
         Patterson 601-0418

InterWest Insurance Services
         Walnut Creek 530-520-2582

LG Crop Ins. 
Turlock 262-8140 

Western Valley Insurance Associates
        Turlock 634-9031

Winton Ireland Strom & Green
Turlock, Modesto, Livingston and Hilmar
667-0995
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Customized Water System
Turlock 988-4833
Don Pedro Pumps

        Turlock 632-3161
IJ Larsen Pumps
Modesto 529-2020
Modesto Irrigation District
Modesto 526-7373
Oakdale Irrigation District
Oakdale 847-0341

Turlock Irrigation District
Turlock 883-8374
Waterford Irrigation Supply
Waterford 847-1387

M
is

c.
 S

er
vi

ce
s

Clark Pest Control
Modesto 556-5200
Cover Specialty Services

        Modesto 988-3864
Drone for Hire
Modesto 818-4109
Ex OpCo LLC
Modesto 544-8600
Modesto Nuts Baseball Club

        Modesto 572-4487

Randal Edwards 
         Hilmar 634-9484

R & J Avila
Hilmar 678-1723
Rocha's Valley Enterprises
Oakdale 581-1473
Smith Chevrolet Co Inc.
Turlock 632-3946
Terra West Group

         Modesto 606-5767
Quality Rodent Control, Inc.
Modesto 225-4124
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Almond Alliance
Modesto 559-5800
Almond Board of California
Modesto 672-9743
CA Farmland Trust 
Elk Grove 916-544-2712
Central Valley Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

         Modesto 789-5123
Modesto Chamber of Commerce
Modesto 577-5757 
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re Blumen Flower Farm 
        Modesto 648-8995

California Transplants
Newman 862-9420 
Duarte Nursery 

        Hughson 531-0351
Park Greenhouse

        Ripon 599-7545

Roos Tree Nursery
        Empire 847-2520

Morris Nursery
Riverbank 527-5553
Zaiger’s Genetics

        Modesto 522-1075
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Boyette Petroleum 
         Modesto 281-7134

George W. Lowry
Salida 545-0791
Valley Pacific Petroleum
Stockton (209) 948-9412
Van de Pol Enterprises
Keyes 667-0236
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Grizzly Nut 
        Waterford 874-5223

Setton Pistachio of
Terra Bella Inc 

         Terra Bella 559-535-6050
Turlock Walnut Co.
Turlock 668-0955 
Travaille & Phippen
Manteca 599-6111
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The Fruit Yard
Modesto 577-3093
Rodin Ranch
Modesto 577-3224
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Adian Equine
Oakdale 847-8258
Dairy Veterinary Services
Escalon 551-3949
Zoetis
1-888-963-8471

MidValley Agricultural Services Inc
         Oakdale 851-3200

Modesto Battery
        Modesto 538-9041

Modesto & Empire Traction Co.
        Modesto 524-4631

Nationwide Insurance 
        Sacramento (530) 701-4486

PG&E
        Modesto 726-6303
   

Rain for Rent
         Stockton 466-5602

Sierra Grain Terminal
        Turlock 667-2002

Stanislaus County Sheriff's Dept.
        Modesto 525-7117

Stanislaus Food Products 
        Modesto 548-3400

TriCal Inc
         Oakdale 831-245-7611

TSM Insurance
         Modesto 524-6366

Yosemite Farm Credit
        Turlock 667-2366

Wenger Ranch Inc. 
        Modesto 576-7111

Linda Squires Insurance Agency
        Hughson 652-

Rico Pfitzer Pires Insurance Agency
        Gustine 854-2000

Rumble Ag Service 
        Modesto 545-1848

Select Sires Member Co-op
Turlock 667-8378
UAV Ag Solutions

         Oakdale 840-2964
West Valley Agricultural Service

        Westley 894-3121

Oakdale Chamber of Commerce 
        Oakdale 847-2244
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how farmers, despite extensive eěorts, have 
been unsuccessful in recruiting domestic 
workers to fill these essential roles.

We also discussed the important 
role pesticides play on the farm, 
both in protecting our ability to produce a 
crop and in promoting regenerative prac-
tices on the farm. America’s farmers rely 
on innovative researchers at land-grant 
universities and the safe regulatory process 
established by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency to get us the tools we need to 
grow safe and healthy food. What’s more, 
I underscored to the President that most 
farmers live on the land where they use 
these products, so safety is of the utmost 
importance for our families and the families 
we’re growing food for.

Words can’t fully express what an honor 
this was to speak directly with the Presi-
dent and share stories from Farm Bureau 

members. I was also grateful to be joined by 
Secretary of Agriculture Brooke Rollins and 
Secretary of Labor Lori Chavez-DeRemer. 
They have both been strong advocates 
for farmers and ranchers in their roles 
in the administration. Secretary Rollins 
also joined us the next day as the keynote 
speaker at the American Farm Bureau’s 
Council of Presidents meeting.

Every summer we gather all Farm Bureau 
presidents from the 50 state and Puerto 
Rico Farm Bureaus, as well as our national 
commiĴee chairs, to hear from leaders 
and lawmakers. This year, our policy team 
at AFBF worked directly with the White 
House to hold our meeting at the Eisen-
hower Executive OĜce Building’s Indian 
Treaty Room. This was the largest gather-
ing of our state presidents at the White 
House ever. We heard updates from cabi-
net members, including Secretary Rollins 
and EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin, other 

From AFBF on page 21

administration oĜcials, and senior White 
House staě. Each speaker took questions 
from Farm Bureau leaders and expressed 
their appreciation for the hard work of 
America’s farmers and ranchers.

Each meeting, every conversation—not 
only last week but across my time in Wash-
ington—reminds me of the power of our 
great federation. The American Farm Bu-
reau, your American Farm Bureau, is the 
united Voice of Agriculture because of 
grassroots members who are commiĴed to 
their farms, their families and their commu-
nities. We know that our nation is stronger 
when agriculture succeeds. And thanks to 
the tireless work across our federation—
from volunteers at the local county Farm 
Bureau to our dedicated staě to our state 
and national leaders—your voice is being 
heard from the local chamber of commerce 
all the way to the White House.
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AB 1156 Advances Despite Uncertainty; 
Opposition Seeks Key Farmland Protec-
tions

Assembly Bill 1156, authored by Assembly 
Member Buěy Wicks, D-Berkeley, narrowly 
passed out of the Senate Environmental 
Quality CommiĴee on a 5-0-3 vote. State 
Sens. Melissa Hurtado, D-Bakersfield; Me-
gan Dahle, R-Redding; and Vice Chair Su-
zeĴe Martinez Valladares, R Santa Clarita, 
abstained from voting. The author commit-
ted to taking amendments, including those 
from the Senate Local Government com-
miĴee. However, these amendments are 
not yet in print, so it remains unclear what 
specific changes will be made, or whether 
the bill will be narrowed.
Groups in opposition include the Califor-
nia Farm Bureau and several sustainable 
agriculture organizations such as Ameri-
can Farmland Trust, Community Alliance 
with Family Farmers, California Certified 
Organic Farmers, California Climate & 
Agricultural Network, California Farmland 
Trust, California Farmlink and California 
Rangeland Trust. These groups continue to 
seek amendments that would protect prime 
soil and lands of statewide importance 
from solar conversions, and to maintain the 
cancellation payment obliga-
tion to terminate a William-
son Act contract early. Staě 
contact: Peter Ansel, pansel@
cĠf.com

Three Farm Bureau-Support-
ed Bills Advance to Support 
On-Farm Composting, Land-
owner Flexibility and Ag 
Vehicle Relief

Three California Farm Bu-
reau-supported bills took key 
steps forward this week in 
the Legislature. Assembly Bill 
411, authored by Assembly 
Member Diane Papan, D-San 
Mateo, and sponsored by 
the California Farm Bureau, 
has passed out of the Sen-
ate Environmental Quality 

CommiĴee. The bill would allow for small-
scale, on-farm livestock composting under 
a framework of specific criteria and guide-
lines.

Assembly Bill 525, authored by Assembly 
Member Tom Lackey, R-Palmdale, would 
extend the current exemption for “agricul-
tural vehicle” from the California Highway 
Patrol’s (CHP) Basic Inspection of Termi-
nals (BIT) Program by five years. The BIT 
Program requires CHP to inspect vehicles, 
maintenance records and driving records 
as part of a performance-based system for 
selecting truck terminals. The bill passed 
out of the Senate and has been presented to 
the governor for his signature.
Assembly Bill 518 by Assembly Member 
Chris Ward, D-San Diego, and supported 
by the California Farm Bureau would allow 
low-impact camping on private land. It 
passed on the Senate Environmental Hous-
ing CommiĴee with bipartisan sup-
port. Farm Bureau supports the bill 
because it would give landowners the 
opportunity to pursue additional in-
come from these short-term stays. Staě 
contact: Steven Fenaroli, sfenaroli@
cĠf.com

U.S. Moves Forward with Antidumping 
Duty on Mexican Tomatoes

Earlier this week, the White House an-
nounced it would move forward with a 
17% antidumping duty on Mexican toma-
toes, a sign that it will formalize its with-
drawal from the Tomato Suspension Agree-
ment (TSA). Eěectively in place since the 
1990s, the TSA has been criticized by many 
American growers as providing coverage 
for illegal and unfair trade practices by 
Mexican growers. While the 17% is lower 
than the original 21% plans, it still repre-
sents a major step in addressing long-held 
grievances by fresh tomato producers as it 
relates to these unfair practices. California 
Farm Bureau originally sent a leĴer of sup-
port in terminating the agreement during 
the previous administration. Staě contact: 
MaĴhew Viohl, mviohl@cĠf.com
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SB 601 Advances Despite Amendments; 
Farm Bureau Maintains Opposition

Senate Bill 601, by state Sen. Ben Allen, D-
Santa Monica, passed out of the Assembly 
Environmental Safety and Toxic Materials 
CommiĴee this week and now heads to 
Appropriations. SB 601 requires the state 
to adopt water quality control plans for 
“nexus waters,” which is a new definition 
referring to waters and wetlands that were 
previously protected at the federal level 
prior to the U.S. Supreme Court’s SackeĴ 
vs. EPA decision in 2023. The bill had previ-
ously also included a provision authoriz-
ing private citizens to file lawsuits in state 

courts alleging water quality violations by 
any party; this provision was removed, but 
California Farm Bureau remains opposed 
to the bill. Staě contact: Alex Biering, abier-
ing@cĠf.com

Assembly Bill 1466 and Assembly Bill 
1413—two bills related to how groundwa-
ter adjudications are handled by courts in 
basins under the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act—passed out of their final 
respective policy commiĴees this week. AB 
1466 by Assemblyman Gregg Hart, D-Santa 
Barbara, establishes streamlined processes 
for courts to address groundwater use by 
small pumpers in a comprehensive ground-
water adjudication. AB 1413, wriĴen by As-
semblywoman Diane Papan, D-San Mateo, 
would require a court in a groundwater 
adjudication to adopt the determinations 
and findings of the basin’s groundwater 
agency, including related to “safe yield,” 
and would limit groundwater users’ ability 
to challenge those determinations during 
the adjudication. California Farm Bureau 
is opposed (unless amended) to both bills. 
Staě contact: Alex Biering, abiering@cĠf.
com.

Farm Bureau-Backed Amendments to SB 
616 and SB 629 Ensure Agricultural Lands 

Are Part of Wildfire Resilience Strategy
Two wildfire-related bills advanced this 
week with important amendments secured 
by the California Farm Bureau to highlight 
the value of agricultural lands in fire miti-
gation eěorts. Senate Bill 616, authored by 
state Sen. Susan Rubio, D-Ontario, passed 
from the Assembly CommiĴee on Emer-
gency Management. The bill was recently 
amended at Farm Bureau’s encouraging 

so that the Community Hardening Com-
mission being formed at the Department of 
Insurance will consider agricultural lands’ 
impact of hardening strategies—buěers, 
defensible space and the like. Staě contact: 
Peter Ansel, pansel@cĠf.com
Senate Bill 629, authored by state Sen. Ma-
ria Elena Durazo, D-Los Angeles, passed 
out of the Assembly CommiĴee on Natural 
Resources. At the urging of the California 
Farm Bureau, the bill was recently amend-
ed to require that the OĜce of the State Fire 
Marshall consider the role of agricultural 
lands when classifying lands for fire haz-
ard. Specifically, the amendment ensures 
that agricultural land’s impact on fire 
spread is factored into hazard assessments. 
The author accepted the amendment after 
reviewing data that highlighted the benefits 
of agricultural lands as “edible buěers” and 
wildfire models showing agricultural lands 
positively impacting fire spread into a mas-
ter planned community. Staě contact: Peter 
Ansel, pansel@cĠf.com

National Interagency Fire Center Raises 
National Fire Preparedness Level

The National Interagency Fire Center raised 
its preparedness level to PL4 this past 
weekend, just one level shy of the highest 
threat and preparedness level. This means 
it has devoted significant resources to mo-
bilization and mitigation eěorts. In its July 
outlook, much of California is listed as be-
ing at an “above normal” risk for significant 
wildland fire potential. Per Cal Fire, more 
than 200,000 acres have burned this year, 
with several large fires currently ongoing. 
Staě contact: Erin Huston, ehuston@cĠf.
com
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California Farm Bureau 
awards more than $250,000 
in scholarships to support 
future agricultural leaders

Forty-six students pursuing careers in 
farming, ranching or other agricultural 
professions have been awarded a combined 
$251,250 in scholarships from the California 
Farm Bureau Scholarship Foundation.

The scholarships are awarded annually 
based on students’ academic achievements, 
leadership skills, career goals, extracurricu-
lar activities and other factors, with the goal 
of supporting the next generation of agri-
cultural leaders.

“Our agricultural future depends on young 
people who are passionate about farming, 
ranching and contributing to rural com-
munities,” said California Farm Bureau 
President Shannon Douglass. “We are 
proud to invest in these students who will 
help ensure the strength and sustainability 
of California agriculture for generations to 
come.”

Two students from Lassen County earned 
the Curt and Joan Moran Scholarship, 
presented to students pursuing higher 
education in agriculture or aĴending tech-
nical school to learn a related trade such as 
welding or diesel mechanics. Katelyn Ki-
rack of Susanville received a $2,500 scholar-
ship. Tyler DeiRossi Wood of Standish was 
awarded a $1,250 scholarship.

In addition, Elizabeth Quintero-Rubio of 
Dinuba received a $1,500 scholarship as the 
recipient of the Carolyn S. Richardson Me-
morial Award. She plans to earn a degree 

in agricultural communications from Cal 
Poly, San Luis Obispo, and later aĴend law 
school to specialize in agricultural law. The 
scholarship honors a late California Farm 
Bureau staě member who advocated for 
farmers on environmental issues.

The Rustici Livestock and Rangeland Schol-
arship Award was presented to 43 students 
pursuing careers in beef or sheep ranching, 
range management or related fields. Recipi-
ents earned scholarships of $3,000 or $6,000 
to support their educational goals and help 
sustain California’s livestock and rangeland 
industries.

Rustici scholarship recipients are: Gabriel 
Abundis, Eureka; Jesse Alves, Half Moon 
Bay; Paige Beard, Prather; Kassidy Bianchi, 
Petaluma; Taylor Bigelow, O’Neals; Alex-
avier Carrillo, Perris; Madysson Cervelli, 
Yreka; Shelby Criner, Canby; Abby Dono-
van, Newcastle; Grant Downs, Bakersfield; 
Grace EllioĴ, Wasco; Kyleigh Forster, Ba-
kersfield; Kyle Fowle, Etna; Malela Fulton, 
Fortuna; Corrine Gilman, Sonoma; Kate 
Grizzle, Holt-
ville; Brandon 
Gutierrez, Sac-
ramento; Dylan 
Hanna, Etna; 
Anton Hester, 
San Diego; Ken-
nedy Janeway, 
Redding; Ethan 
Knechtle, Etna; 
Kiara Konyn, 
Escondido; Jenner 
Laustalot, Red-
ding; Mac Moret-
ti, Santa Ysabel; 
Zane Naphan, 
Oroville; Jaycee 

Norris, Burney; Claire Pata, Lompoc; Caden 
Peterson, Turlock; Parker Prior, Hydes-
ville; Carson Pray, Red Bluě; Aubree Roen, 
Calpine; Shade Satica, Susanville; Adeline 
ScoĴ, Biggs; Laila Shea, Paso Robles; Travis 
Smith, San Luis Obispo; Emma Staěord, 
Petaluma; Quinn Staěord, Live Oak; Mala-
na Unsell, Bakersfield; Kensington WiĴ, 
Atascadero; Peyton Wood, Montague; Tea-
gan Wunschel, Plymouth; Anneliese Yanez, 
Temecula; and Anthony Zinselmeir, Arcata.

Since its founding in 1955, the California 
Farm Bureau Scholarship Foundation has 
awarded more than $4.4 million in scholar-
ships to help students achieve their educa-
tional and career goals in agriculture.

The California Farm Bureau works to pro-
tect family farms and ranches on behalf of 
more than 26,000 members statewide and 
as part of a nationwide network of 5.8 mil-
lion Farm Bureau members. Learn more at 
www.cĠf.com or follow @cafarmbureau on 
Instagram, LinkedIn, X or Facebook.
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Everything for

Agriculture
Everything for

Agriculture
Green Rubber - Kennedy Ag has the products, parts, accessories, 

and customer service you need to maximize your productivity.

∙  CUSTOM CONVEYOR BELTS 

∙  URETHANE PARTS 

∙  RENEWED BOGIE WHEELS

∙  PUMPS, HOSES, FITTINGS

∙  SPRAY NOZZLES & VALVES

∙  WATER TANKS & TANK TRAILERS 

∙  SAFETY PRODUCTS & EQUIPMENT

∙  PRESSURE WASHERS & ACCESSORIES

∙  AND MUCH MORE!

WWW.GREENRUBBER.COM

SALINAS (831)753-6100 ∙ MODESTO (209)538-6227 ∙ GREENFIELD (831)674-0999 

WATSONVILLE (831)761-9395 ∙ SANTA MARIA (805)878-8877 ∙ YUMA (928)726-6560

Six locations to serve you.  Call today!

From the editors: Celebrating 
the people who feed us
Source: Ca Bountiful 

As we present another issue of California 
Bountiful highlighting our state’s agricul-
tural abundance, we pause to recognize the 
workforce that brings food to our tables 
every day.

California, the nation’s leading producer 
of fruits, vegetables and nuts, grows more 
than 400 agricultural commodities. Our 
farms and ranches employ about one-third 
of all U.S. agricultural workers—men and 
women who care for livestock and plant, 
tend and harvest crops.

Farm employees are the backbone of rural 
communities. Their work supports thou-
sands of jobs in related industries such as 
food processing, transportation and equip-
ment supply. Without them, crops would 
go unharvested, rural businesses would 
suěer and food prices could rise. They are 

critical to both food security and economic 
stability.

At the California Farm Bureau, which pub-
lishes California Bountiful, we believe it is 
essential to ensure these men and women 
are recognized and respected. One way 
that recognition is taking shape is through 
the Farm Worker of the Year program in 
Stanislaus County.

Launched during the COVID-19 pandemic 
by the Stanislaus County Farm Bureau, 
AgSafe and the Modesto Rotary Club, the 
award honors those who play an indis-
pensable role in producing, harvesting and 
packing our food.

This year’s honoree is Frank Hernandez of 
Vermeulen Almond Hulling in Modesto. A 
multi-skilled professional with more than 
40 years of experience, Hernandez operates 
the almond huller, welds and maintains 
equipment, removes and plants orchards, 
installs irrigation and more. He’s also a 

valued mentor to newer employees.

Hernandez is one of an estimated 800,000 
farm employees in California who work 
tirelessly so we all can enjoy access to 
fresh, nutritious food. Join us in celebrating 
them—and in supporting policies that rec-
ognize just how vital they are to all of us.
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BEAM Circular Champions Lo-
cal Talent Through Innovative ~ 
STEM Career Pipeline

Modesto, CA – BEAM Circular, in part-
nership with California State University 
Stanislaus, is proud to share the launch of 
the Homegrown Heroes summer camp, a 
local initiative designed to ignite the STEM-
oriented leadership potential of K-12 and 
community college students in California’s 
Central Valley. The Homegrown Heroes 
was a full-day summer camp that took 
place July 14-18, 2025.

The program supported students, particu-
larly from historically underserved com-
munities, as they explore career paths in the 
bioeconomy and Science, Technology, En-
gineering, and Math (STEM) fields through 
hands-on learning, mentorship, and leader-
ship training. The program was developed 
with the support of a $30,000 grant from 
BEAM Circular’s Bioeconomy Early Career 
Exposure Fund.

In partnership with Stanislaus State, 
Merced College, and Merced Scholars 
Charter School, the Homegrown Heroes 
initiative bridges academic, industry, and 
community expertise to create a learning 
environment in which students use a fab-
rication laboratory (Fab Lab) to engage in 
social innovation projects that respond to 
local concerns in their communities. 

“The future of the bioeconomy starts with 
investing in the talent right here in our own 
backyard,” said Gloriamar Gamez, Chief 
Program OĜcer at BEAM Circular. “Home-
grown Heroes is about creating opportu-
nity, confidence, and a sense of belonging 
in STEM for students who have historically 
been left out of the conversation.”

Students participated in a weeklong sum-
mer camp and a 
peer-led intern-
ship model. El-
ementary school 
students worked 

with community college students from the 
MESA (Mathematics, Engineering, Science 
Achievement) program to understand how 
science can be used to address real world 
problems. Through their engagement in 
design thinking, they designed products 
that were able to be built at the school Fab 
Lab and help address local needs in their 
communities.

“This summer camp is an opportunity to 
encourage kids to perceive themselves as 
innovators and realize that STEM is a field 
where they can build their future careers. 
We want them to visualize themselves as 
the future STEM leaders this region needs,” 
said Dr. Virginia Montero-Hernandez, Pro-
fessor and Director of the Doctoral Program 
at Stanislaus State University.  “This social 
innovation summer camp is an empower-
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ing learning space that we hope to replicate 
at other schools and community colleges.”

Montero-Hernandez said the students at-
tending the summer camp have been re-
cruited through the Merced Scholars Char-
ter School, a public school supported by the 
Merced County OĜce of Education. MESA 
students at Merced College that provided 
guidance and scaěolding to K12 students, 

who were grouped as creative teams dur-
ing the summer camp. Prior to the summer 
camp, MESA students engaged in a series 
of workshops with Stan State faculty to 
understand how to lead creative teams that 
think and work collaboratively by using 
STEM knowledge to address social prob-
lems in their communities. Stan State Fac-
ulty, Dr. Virginia Montero Hernandez, Dr. 
BreĴ Ashmun, and Evelyn Ramos, Director 

of the Career Center oversaw and 
designed the general implementation 
of the summer camp.  

The initiative is aligned with BEAM 
Circular’s mission to build a thriving 
circular bioeconomy in California’s 
heartland by investing in local talent, 
sustainable manufacturing practices, 
and cross-sector collaboration.

About BEAM Circular:
BEAM Circular is a nonprofit organi-
zation that serves as a hub for circular 
bioeconomy innovation, workforce 

development, and industry growth in Cali-
fornia’s agricultural heartland. BEAM Cir-
cular works with over 100 partners across 
the North San Joaquin Valley and beyond 
to develop bio-based solutions that trans-
form waste into valuable products while 
creating local economic opportunities and 
addressing environmental challenges. 

About Homegrown Heroes Program:

The Homegrown Heroes program address-
es key gaps in representation and opportu-
nity in the region. In Merced County, more 
than 80 percent of students in participat-
ing schools come from socioeconomically 
disadvantaged backgrounds, and many 
are first-generation learners. Through paid 
internships, FabLab innovation labs, and 
culturally relevant leadership training, the 
program reimagines what access and excel-
lence look like in STEM education.

###
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U.S.- Promoting Almond

Exercise Recovery Benefits:

India - Broadening the Appeal

of Almonds in California’s

Largest Export Market:

The U.S. is the #1 global destination for California almonds in 2023/24, with a

27% share of shipments. India remains the #1 export destination for California

almonds, with shipments in 2023/24 exceeding 400 million pounds, an

increase of 21% from 2022/23
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TOP 10 GLOBAL DESTINATIONS FOR CALIFORNIA ALMONDS

72% of total export shipments

ABC is growing almond appeal in India

with Gen Z-focused digital ads and a

cricket partnership featuring IPL

player Rishabh Pant.

Now in it's second year, the Own Your

Prime campaign with Deion "Coach

Prime" Sanders continues to promote

almonds for exercise recovery.

Expanding Top Markets

INDIA

U.S.

To learn more about how ABC is driving demand for

California Almonds, click here, or scan the QR code:

DRIVING DEMAND FOR CALIFORNIA ALMONDS


