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FAIR THEME SUMMARY 

2023  Life Happens, at The Stan Co Fair 
2022 The Fun is Back 
2012 Imagine the Fun 
2011 Centennial Celebration 
2010 Flavors of the Valley 
2009 Renewable Fun 
2008 Nuts are DINO-mite 
2007 Summer Safari 
2006 Pig Out on Family Fun 
2005 Tropical Nights & Midway Lights 
2004 Say Cheese! A Salute to the Cheese Industry 
2003 The Place to Be in 2003 Saluting the 30th Anniversary of American Graffiti 
2002 Through the Eyes of a Child 
2001 90 Years: A Timeless Tradition 
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To: Jenny Nicolau 
 Senior Manager, Industry Relations and Communications
Almond Board of California 

From: Anna Genasci
Communications Director
Stanislaus County Farm Bureau

Date: 12/3/2021
Re: Farm Bureau Foodies Sponsorship

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Duration of Contract:
December 2021 through February 2022 : Video Production

Company Name and Address :
Stanislaus County Farm Bureau 
1201 L Street
Modesto, Ca 95356
209-522-7278

Scope of Work:
Farm Bureau Foodies is a NEW video series that highlights the amazing farms, ranches, and dairies in 
Stanislaus County by celebrating the GOOD food that they produce. This specific episode will feature a local 
almond grower, Roberts Ferry Gourmet who sell almonds in the form of almond butter milkshakes while 
discussing the importance of bee health to the agricultural industry. The sponsorship money will help to 
cover videographer and marketing costs.  

Fees: $5000.00
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Farm Supply Thanks You For Your Support!
As a farmer-owned cooperative we have been providing the 
Products, Services and Expertise that deliver consistent 
results for our growers since 1949.  
Whether you’re a Farmer or a Homeowner; we have you 
covered with the best products and services in the industry.

• Fertilizer
• Crop Protection
• Seed
• Feed
• Livestock 

Equipment
• Animal Health 
• Garden Supplies 
• And More!!!

Modesto
624 E. Service Rd. 

Modesto, CA 95358
(209) 538-7070

Merced
674 S. Highway 59
Merced, CA 95341

(209) 723-0704

Kerman
12800 W. Shields Ave
Kerman, CA 93630

(559) 474-4400

“We Take Care of The Farmer….Because We Are Owned by The Farmer”.

AAggrriiccuullttuurraall  CCoommmmiissssiioonneerr’’ss  OOffffiiccee  

&&  

SSttaanniissllaauuss  CCoouunnttyy  FFaarrmm  BBuurreeaauu  

22002233  CCoonnttiinnuuiinngg  EEdduuccaattiioonn  ((CCEE))  SScchheedduullee  

CCllaasssseess  wwiillll  bbee  ooffffeerreedd  bbootthh  iinn-ppeerrssoonn  aanndd    hhyybbrriidd  ((BBootthh  iinn--ppeerrssoonn  &&  OOnnlliinnee))  
Stanislaus County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office is happy to announce our continued partnership with the Stanislaus County Farm Bureau 
for the 2023 Continuing Education Series. With this partnership will come the ability for us to host a wide variety of other topics and increase 
your access to continuing education credits. 

Date Time Topics CE Credits 

June 13, 2023 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM Regulatory Compliance and Safety During  
Mixing and Loading Pesticides  

1 Hr.- Laws & Regulations 

June 13, 2023 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM Pesticide Label Review 1 Hr.- Laws & Regulations 

August 8, 2023 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM Mitigating Pesticide Dependence 1 Hr.- Laws & Regulations 

August 8, 2023 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM Drift Minimization and Calibration 
Demonstration 

1 Hr.- Other 

October 25, 2023 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM Promoting Bee Protection and Beneficials 1 Hr.- Laws & Regulations 

October 25, 2023 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM New Technologies in Pest Management 1 Hr.- Other 

IInn--PPeerrssoonn  CCEE  WWoorrkksshhoopp  SScchheedduullee  

HHyybbrriidd  SScchheedduullee  ((BBootthh  IInn--PPeerrssoonn  &&  OOnnlliinnee))  
Please visit our website http://www.stanag.org and click on continuing education to register for your spot at our continuing  

education  class. Once you register for the class, you will receive an email confirming your spot has been saved.  

Date Time Topics CE Credits 

June 6, 2023 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM Dealer Regulations 1 Hr.- Laws & Regulations 

June 6, 2023 11:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Cannabis Regulations 1 Hr.- Laws & Regulations 

July 14, 2023 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM Farm Labor Contractor Worker 
Safety  

1 Hr.- Laws & Regulations 

July 14, 2023 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM Oxyfluorfen Best Management 1 Hr.- Other 

August 31, 2023 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM CDPR Top 10 Violations 1 Hr. - Laws & Regulations 

August 31, 2023 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM Grower/ PCB Farm Pesticide 
Compliance  Requirements 

1 Hr.- Laws & Regulations 

October 10, 2023 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM Private Applicator and QAL 
Regulatory Information  

1 Hr.- Laws & Regulations 

October 10, 2023 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM Telone Regulatory Information 1 Hr.- Other 

All classes are still pending approval from CDPR. For verification of CE hours and category approval, please call (209) 525-4730 one week prior to the 
class or workshop. If you need Spanish translation of any of our scheduled classes, please contact our office one week prior and we will make arrange-
ments. Si desea una traducción al español de una de nuestras clases programadas, comuníquese  una semana antes de la fecha de la clase, para inten-
tar hacer acomodacion . **CCoommiinngg  SSoooonn::  PPrriivvaattee  AApppplliiccaattoorr  CCeerrttiiffiiccaattee  TTeesstt  DDaatteess  aanndd  SSttuuddyy  SSeessssiioonnss..  
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January 14, 2022 

 
BUDGET 

 
2022-2023 State Budget Proposal 
 

Governor Gavin Newsom has released his proposed State Budget for the 2022-2023 fiscal year. This $286.4 
billion budget is the State’s largest budget to date and includes a $46.7 billion surplus ($20.6 billion of 
which is discretionary). In his press conference on Monday, Governor Newsom outlined his top priorities: 
COVID response, Climate, Homelessness, Cost of Living and Public Safety. Below is a truncated list of 
funding proposals that are of most relevance to agriculture: 
 
AGRICULTURE, GENERALLY 

• $50 million to four CSU University Farms (Cal Poly SLO and Pomona, Chico and Fresno) 
• $287,000 for animal mortality management considering rendering disruptions 
• $537,000 for education/outreach by the State Organic Program 

COVID RESPONSE 
• $2.7 billion for testing, vaccine distribution, hospital support and public health education 

CLEAN ENERGY and TRANSPORTATION 
• $6.1 billion for zero-emission vehicles (ZEV) and charging infrastructure  

o $3.9 billion heavy-duty truck conversion 
o $102 billion passenger vehicle 
o 1 billion ZEV infrastructure and charging stations  

• $100 million green hydro-electric 
• $4 million offshore wind projects 
• $210 million industrial decarbonization 
• $85 million for the Food Processor Investment Program (FPIP)  

CLIMATE CHANGE 
• $150 million Funding Agricultural Replacement Measures for Emission Reductions Program (FARMER) 
• $85 million Healthy Soils Program 
• $48 million livestock methane reduction (includes dairy digesters and alternative manure management) 
• $5 million for research into livestock methane reduction strategies and projects  
• $22 million for technical assistance grants for conservation management plans (i.e. conservation plans, 

carbon sequestration plans, and transition to organic plans to focus on carbon and water actions).  
• $15 million Pollinator Habitat Program 
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Agricultural Employment 
Policy 
On July 10, Governor Newsom 
signed AB-102, a budget trailer 
bill fleshing out the budget 
passed by the Legislature in 
June. AB 102 is a 364-page bill 
addressing numerous subjects, 
including the revival of the 
Industrial Welfare Commission. 
The IWC was established in 
1913 to regulate wages, hours 
and working conditions in 
California. It was defunded by 
the California legislature in 2004 
but its regulations consisting 
of 18 "Wage Orders" (including 
Wage Order 14, regulating ag-
ricultural employment) remain 
in effect, enforced by the Cali-
fornia Department of Industrial 
Relations, Division of Labor 
Standards Enforcement. AB 
102 appropriates $3 million to 
the IWC “to convene industry-
specific wage boards and adopt 
orders specific to wages, hours, 
and working conditions in such 
industries, provided that any 
such orders shall not include 
any standards that are less pro-
tective than existing state law. 
The commission shall prioritize 
for consideration industries in 
which more than 10 percent 
of workers are at or below the 
federal poverty level.” It’s pos-
sible that AB 102 is intended as 
an end-run around the refer-
endum the restaurant industry 
qualified for the November 
2024 ballot to invalidate the 
Fast Food Accountability and 
Standards Recovery (FAST) Act, 
which passed by the Legislature 
in 2022 and created a quasi-
regulatory Fast Food Council 
in the Department of Industrial 
Relations with power to man-
date restaurant wages up to $22 
per hour. Since the Public Policy 
Institute of California (PPIC) 
reported in 2021 that more than 
a quarter of Californians live 

in or near poverty, the IWC’s 
AB 102 mandate seems to be 
very broad. AB 102 requires the 
revivified IWC to convene by 
January 1, 2024 and adopt any 
changes to wage orders by Oc-
tober 1, 2024. Staff: Bryan Little, 
blittle@cfbf.com 
Several bills of concern to Cali-
fornia agricultural employers 
have moved to the final stages 
of the legislative process: 

AB-524 Assemblymember Buffy 
Wicks (D-Oakland) adds “fam-
ily caregiver status” to the list of 
protected classes covered by the 
Fair Employment and Housing 
Act. “Family member” is not 
limited to actual family mem-
bers, but includes any person 
the employee considers to be 
like family, vastly broadening 
the circumstances under which 
an employee can invoke family 
leave rights under FEHA. This 
will expand employers’ expo-
sure to FEHA-related litigation, 
which is already extensive. AB-
524 cleared the Senate Judiciary 
Committee on June 27 with a 7-2 
vote, was approved by the Sen-
ate Labor, Public Employment 
and Retirement Committee on 
July 12 on a 4-0 vote and was 
referred to the Senate Appro-
priations Committee due to the 
bill’s likely fiscal impact. Farm 
Bureau opposes. Staff: Bryan 
Little; blittle@cfbf.com. 

AB-594, Assemblymember Brian 
Maienschein (D-San Diego) 
allows local prosecutors like 
district attorneys and city attor-
neys to enforce the Labor Code, 
leading to inconsistent en-
forcement. Potential violations 
of Cal/OSHA standards and 
Workers Comp requirements 
are exempted. AB-594 does not 
protect employers from double 
recovery under the Labor Code 
and the Private Attorneys Gen-

eral Act (PAGA). AB-594 was 
approved by the Senate Labor, 
Public Employment and Retire-
ment Committee on June 28 by 
a 4-0 vote, by the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee on July 11 by a 
9-2 vote, and was referred to the 
Senate Appropriations Commit-
tee. Farm Bureau opposes. Staff: 
Bryan Little, blittle@cfbf.com 

SB-365 Senator Scott Wiener 
(D-San Francisco) will forbid a 
district court judge from stay-
ing a civil proceeding if either 
party appeals the finding as to 
whether the dispute is subject to 
arbitration. Staying 
the underlying litigation while 
the arbitration applicability de-
cision is pending has been com-
mon practice, eliminating the 
need to litigate a dispute that 
will likely be found subject to 
arbitration. Several recent court 
decisions have upheld federal 
preemption under the Federal 
Arbitration Act of attempts 
by the Legislature to restrict 
arbitration. SB-365 passed the 
Assembly Judiciary Committee 
on June 13 by a 8-3 vote, and 
has been placed on the Assem-
bly Appropriations Commit-
tee’s suspense file. Farm Bureau 
opposes SB-365 since arbitra-
tion is a useful tool to manage 
employment litigation liability 
in California’s litigious environ-
ment. Staff: Bryan Little; blittle@
cfbf.com. 

SB-399 Senator Aisha Wahab(D-
Hayward) passed the Assem-
bly Labor and Employment 
Committee on June 27 on a 5-1 
vote; the Assembly Judiciary 
Committee on July 11 by a 7-3 
vote, and was referred to the 
Assembly Appropriations Com-
mittee. SB 399 prohibits employ-
ers from conducting employee 
meetings in the context of a 
unionization campaign to ex-

plain the employer’s opposition 
to unionization. Farm Bureau 
opposes SB 399 because it is a 
clear-cut violation of an em-
ployer’s First Amendment right 
to free speech, and will curb 
employer’s right to fully inform 
employees about unionization 
activities. Staff: Bryan Little; 
blittle@cfbf.com.
 
SB-497 Senator Lola Smallwood-
Cuevas (D-Los Angeles), which 
creates a rebuttable presump-
tion that any adverse personnel 
action is retaliatory if occurs 
with 90 days of the occurrence 
of activities protected from 
retaliation under the Labor 
Code, including reporting a 
violation of the Labor Code 
and cooperating with investiga-
tions related to violations of the 
Labor Code. As courts already 
consider proximity in time 
between protected activities 
and adverse personnel actions, 
SB-497 is redundant and further 
stacks the deck against employ-
ers’ defense against accusations 
of retaliation. SB-497 passed the 
Assembly Judiciary Committee 
on June 20 by a 7-2 vote and the 
Assembly Labor and Employ-
ment Committee. Farm Bureau 
opposes. Staff: Bryan Little; 
blittle@cfbf.com. 

Animal Health and Welfare 
Members may recall reading 
about an outbreak of Vesicu-
lar Stomatitis (VS) in previous 
issues of CAFB @ Work. The vi-
rus, which affects horses, cattle, 
and small ruminants, has now 
spread to six counties. CDFA 
has provided the following 
information: 
- The focal map of VSV affected 
and quarantined premises 
is posted on the CDFA VSV 
website and will continue to be 
updated at least weekly during 
the outbreak incursion. 
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See Review on page 10

PBM Supply & MFG., INC.
Quality Agricultural Spray Equipment, Parts and Supplies

www.pbmsprayers.com       www.pbmtanksupply.comSince 1969

PBM Supply & Manufacturing is a local agricultural manufacturing company 
that specializes in the design and construction of sprayers, tank trailers, 
and chemical handling equipment. Give us a call to find a dealer near you.

-Sprayers-   -Tanks-   -Liquid Delivery Trailers-   -Parts & Accessories-          

Fowler Store
877-688-1334
3732 S. Golden 

State Blvd.
Fowler, CA 93625 

HAV Self-Propelled Sprayers Chemical Mixing Trailers

Injection PlatesWalking Beam Sprayers

UTV Sprayers Parts, Accessories, Repair Kits & More

- Online VSV case reporting and 
VSV sampling guidance is avail-
able on the CDFA VSV website. 
- Any non-equid VSV suspect 
species must be reported to 
CDFA or USDA immediately 
and sampled by a regulatory 
veterinarian given the concern 
for clinical similarities to For-
eign Animal Diseases (FADs). 

Additional information and 
maps of the affected area are 
contained in the attached situa-
tion report. The situation report 

is posted publicly on the APHIS 
website and accessible at the fol-
lowing link: 
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/
aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/
animal-disease-information/
equine/vsv/vesicular-stomatitis 

Please contact CDFA immedi-
ately if you have suspicion of a 
VS case. Contact information for 
each of CDFA’s district offices is 
attached. As a reminder, clinical 
signs of VS include excessive 
salivation, vesicles (blister-like 

lesions), erosions or ulcerations 
around the mouth, tongue, 
nostrils, teats, feet and coronary 
bands. As VS is highly conta-
gious among susceptible species 
(primarily equids and cattle, but 
also camelids and small rumi-
nants, and occasionally swine) 
as well as potentially zoonotic, 
we also want to ensure proper 
personal protective equipment 
and biosecurity measures are in 
place on your facilities. Please 
notify your CDFA district of-
fice immediately if you or your 
personnel identify animals with 
consistent lesions. Vector miti-
gation (specifically black fly and 
sand fly control) is critical in 
containing a potential VS out-
break. Please ensure adequate 
fly protective measures are in 
place on your facilities; such as 
insecticide use on animals and 
around facilities, manure man-
agement and reduction of fly 
breeding areas. Any suspect le-
sioned animals should be imme-
diately isolated upon detection. 
As VS can also be transmitted 
via contaminated surfaces; extra 
precautions should be in place 
on dairies to avoid transmis-
sion of VS to other animals or 
personnel during milking. Staff: 
Katie Little, klittle@cfbf.com 

CESA and Wildlife 
AB 606, a Farm Bureau Spon-
sored bill, introduced by As-
semblymember Devon Mathis 
(R – Porterville) was placed 
on the Senate Appropriations 
Committee suspense file on July 
10. This bill originally aimed to 
remove the sunset provision on 
current accidental take statute. 
The California Endangered Spe-
cies Act (CESA) prohibits the 
taking of an endangered or can-
didate species. Under CESA, the 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 
may authorize the take of listed 
species pursuant to an inciden-
tal take permit if the take is in-
cidental to an otherwise lawful 
activity. The act also provides, 
until January 1, 2024, that the 
accidental take of a candidate, 
threatened, or endangered spe-
cies resulting from an act that 
occurs on a farm or a ranch in 
the course of otherwise lawful 
routine and ongoing agricul-
tural activities is not prohibited 
by the act, and would require a 
person, when an accidental take 
is known to occur under these 

circumstances, to report the 
take to the department within 
10 days. The bill was amended 
in the Senate Natural Resource 
Committee last month to in-
clude a new sunset date in 2029, 
and require the Department of 
Fish and Wildlife to conduct 
outreach to stakeholders regard-
ing the reporting requirements. 
The Appropriations Committee 
has concerns with the unknown 
costs of the outreach efforts. 
CAFB is working with commit-
tee and departmental staff to 
make sure and assist with these 
efforts to reduce costs. Staff: 
Katie Little, klittle@cfbf.com 

Food Labeling 
AB-660 Asm. Jacqui Irwin (D-
Thousand Oaks) would have re-
quired changing the food labels 
in California from Sell by to Use 
By because Californians Against 
Waste, who are the sponsors of 
the bill, claim that more waste is 
occurring as result of the sell by 
label. The dairy and beef indus-
try were very concerned with 
this legislation because there are 
significant federal regulatory 
requirements already in place 
related to labels and there needs 
to be a broader discussion on 
the total impacts to this change. 
Farm Bureau opposed this 
legislation because it appears 
to be regulatory overreach and 
because now this is a two-year 
bill, we look forward to greater 
discussion on the impacts of 
this issue. Staff: Chris Reardon, 
creardon@cfbf.com 

Greenhouse Gases 
SB-308 Sen. Josh Becker (D-
Menlo Park) would enact the 
Carbon Dioxide Removal 
Market Development Act that 
would require the state board, 
no later than December 31, 
2027, to adopt a regulation to 
require certain emitting enti-
ties to purchase negative emis-
sions credits equal to a specified 
amount of their greenhouse gas 
emissions, as determined by 
the state board, in each calen-
dar year beginning in the 2028 
calendar year in accordance 
with specified requirements. 
The bill would require the state 
board, no later than December 
31, 2027, to establish rules and 
processes for certifying carbon 



As another membership service, Farm Bureau members are of﻿fered FREE classi-
fied advertising in the Stanislaus Farm News. Ads must be 18 words or less and 
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FREE ADS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERSFREE ADS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

Classified Ad's $4.40 per run.
COPY DEADLINE: MONDAY 12 NOON

Ag/Investment Properties
Marcus Haney

REALTOR®, CA BRE 
#01917446

Contact me at 209/605-6727
and visit MarcusHaney.com

Sale Alfalfa. Best price, 
great quality. Bigger Bales 
especially suited to horses. 
Cook Valley Angus Ranches 

Modesto 209 996 7365 & 
Available May- Oct

Mobile Home For Sale
Double wide mobile home 

1100 sq ft in senior park. All 
up grades, tile floors, crown 
molding, gas range, Compo-
sition roof, Vaulted ceilings, 
must see, move in ready, 

Terms available or $85,000
Ken (209) 204-6691

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS 
CUT YOUR ENERGY BILLS  
ELIMINATE DUST & NOISE 

Lowest Prices Guaranteed! Largest 

Selection in the Valley! Windows, Doors, 

Skylights, Soundproofing, Licensed, 

Bonded & Insured. 

Visit Our Showroom: 

1050 Kansas Ave., Modesto

 Cal Comfort Insulating Windows, Inc.

Contractors Lic. #51317 Class C17B

209-527-1310 (TFN)

Wilson Portable Welding 
Structural • Fabrication • 

General Repair 
• Dairy Repair • Ag Repair

•Mobile - 765-3596 
• Shop – 524-3016 (TFN)

RATES: Display rates on request. Terms are cash. Ads should 
be paid for at time of first insertion or immediately after receipt 
of bill if order is placed by telephone or mail.
ERRORS: The Stanislaus Farm News will not be liable for more 
than one incorrect insertion. Errors must be called to the atten-
tion of the Classified Advertising Department not later than 4 
p.m. on the Tuesday following publication of the ad. Claims for 
adjustment must be made within 15 days. We reserve the right 
to reject or revise any advertisement. 
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Woodbridge Spraying
Field Spraying

Orchard Spraying
Backhoe

380-0727 (TFN)

1000 SERVICES

800 For Rent

1000 SERVICES

Orchard Brush Pile
Grinding Service

Brush • Stumps • Huller Twigs
Davis Ag & Ranch Clean Up
CA. Contractor Lic#796783

209-670-5278
We haul Rock, Sand, 

Gravel, Demolition Clean 
Up & Removal, Tree Holes, 

Irrigation Lines & More. 
Lic. # 884701

Home-(209) 848-0538
Cell (209) 525-7715 (TFN)

300 Employment

RON MARTELLA
Custom Nut Harvesting
SHAKING, SWEEPING

AND HARVESTING
883-4819 or 883-0690

PROAG Commercial 
Ag. Spraying

Orchard, vineyard $ herbicide 
applications

209-613-6355 Pat, 209-678-
8072 Matt, 209-613-3227 

Justin
Visit proag.webs.com

Service Mechanic, duties 
include greasing, changes air 
filters and oil, etc. Pays $15/
hour with a harvest bonus. 
Must be willing to work 6 
days a week. Opportunity 

for longer employment based 
on job performance and 
experience. Call Jenn for 

more details: 209-648-7947 House for Rent
$1500.00 & Deposit $1700 
2 bedroom, 1 bathroom, 

Large kitchen & livingroom, 
Sinhle car garage, Riverbank

681-9286

Haney
      & Associates

Cherry Orchard In the 
Wood Colony

59+/- Acres. Excellent soil 
comprised of 75% Hanford 
sandy loam (HdpA). MID 
irrigation with micro jet 

sprinklers. 2,500 sq. ft. Metal 
Barn included. $2,330,000 
Simvoulakis Real Estate 

209.985.9700
BRE #705092

900 REAL ESTATE

METAL BUILDINGS
  Provided & installed, in-
terior upgrades available, 

fully engineered, refer-
ences available. 

Active Industrial Contracting
Michael Frost - 613-3548. 

Lic. #735904 (TFN)

Electrical and 
Refrigeration Service

No job to small. Troubleshooting, 
upgrades on home, ranch, dairy, 

and commercial buildings.
209-648-7748

1100 MISCELLANEOUS

LOW COST HOUSING Largest 
Inventory in Valley of Preowned 
Mobile Homes. Approx. 100 to 
choose from. Priced to fit your 
Budget. Transportation Avail-
able. DLR. 209-632-0854.

Noeller Farm
farm & ranch management
Almond, Peaches, Walnuts
custom Almond & Walnuts

(209) 883-2417 or 
(209) 606-2084

Kenyon Organic Services
Organic Consulting Services

Crop and Livestock
Carol Kenyon
(209) 484-1097

ck.cattle23@gmail.com

Martin Reyes 
Land leveling

Discing
Chiseling

Lice.#954989
(209) 605-4079

500 FARM EQUIPMENT
For Sale: 

Heavy duty ripper, 3 shanks, 
$3,000

150 gal water tank, $1,800, used 
one season, on frame w/ wheels, 

new tires and gravity flow
All Items OBO

Contact Arby: 209-505-0555 or 
text: 209-602-1400

510 LIVESTOCK

Great Plains no-till corn 
planter 8-row model 

YP825A-0830
It has a john blue injection 

pump. Great condition. 
#22,000 OBO phone 209-874-

4042 or 209-765-6298

1/2 " x 10 ' EMT used as 
walnut stakes. For more 
information please call 

(408) 313-8763

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

For Sale:
John Deere 5100ML low profile 

with Exact cab
Vrisimo flail mower – 12’ & 8’
PBM 500 gallon sprayer with 
electric valves (never used)
Durand Wayland 500 gallon 

sprayer
Domries float leveler – 12’

Call Joe: 209-404-3326

Verisimo Might Max fail mower. 
Model # SC-100 asking $5000

Orchard float roller 9ft wide 
asking $1000

Text or leave a VM 
209-505-1731

Need help with your Farm 
Labor? 

Call Lencioni Farm Services
209-537-2186

Thank you for your Membership. 

For the GOOD of your FOOD. 

Spring tooth with attached following 
harrow. 8 ft wide, 3 point hook-up 

asking $1000
Brush rake. Rear push. 9ft wide 

adjustable spacing for 4 or 5 forks 
asking $1000

Text or leave VM for 
209-505-1731

Roofing • fencing • Plywood • Siding

HaRdwaRe • inSulation • windowS • o.S.B.

Denair Location: (209) 632-2494
Riverbank Location: (209) 869-4424
www.DenairLumberCo.com
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Dairy for Rent
Permitted for 614 Cows

With Flush and Freestalls 
400 head open heifer facility

Turlock, Ca
Call 209-678-2632

3 metal grain tanks
1 five ton
1 10 ton
1 25 ton

$500 takes all three
Call 209-523-4253
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The Largest Selection of Heavy Duty Shop Tools and Machinery In Northern California

Modesto (209) 529-8984          Turlock (209) 632-2315
512 River Road                      712 Lander Avenue

RAYCO INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY
Locally Owned and Operated Since 1969

Air Compressors

Steam and High Pressure Cleaners 
Metal Working Tools and Machinery

Automotive Tools and Equipment, Shop Heaters and Coolers
Hand Tools, Abrasives, Saw Blades and Safety Supplies
Power Tools, Wood Working Tools and Machinery

Used Tool and Machinery Dealer
Sales and Service
California Contractors License 708487

6.5" x 3"

Phil Rumble:  
(209) 996-1517 
Matt Rumble:  
(209) 996-8161

Topping    Hedging 
(Fall 2021: Hedging Down to 2’)

Skirting

Dual Mechanical 
Brush Stacking

Almond/Walnut 
Conditioning

Orchard 
Management

Breeding may boost machine harvests for peaches
With the rising cost of labor and a shortage of skilled workers to 
hand-pick fruit, California canning peach growers are looking to 
science for solutions. They are breeding new varieties that are firm 
and flavorful and could lead to greater adoption of mechanization 
at harvest. Thomas Gradziel, a geneticist at University of Califor-
nia, Davis, says new varieties are essential to make peach farming 
economically sustainable. For more than 30 years, growers have 
funded breeding by Gradziel to develop new and improved cling-
stone peach varieties.

Colleges prepare agricultural workers for high-tech future
California has led the way in developing cutting edge agricultural 
technologies, enabling farms to do more with fewer workers and 
to make farm work safer and more efficient. But these advances 
are also creating a challenge. “We need more skilled employees to 
be able to run this technology,” says Johnnie White of Piña Vine-
yard Management, which manages winegrapes in Napa Valley. 
College systems and public and private agencies are collaborating 
to teach experienced farmworkers new skills and support farm 
interns working with new technologies.

Federal lands plan could limit grazing, public uses
Ranchers, foresters and others who use public lands have urged 
the Bureau of Land Management to withdraw a proposed rule 
they fear would radically restrict activities such as grazing and 
timber harvesting. The new BLM proposal emphasizes conserva-
tion as the predominant land management priority. Those who 
hold permits on federal lands also say they were blindsided by the 
proposal. A coalition including the California Farm Bureau said 
BLM defines conservation so broadly that it creates unnecessary 
conflict among users of public lands. 

Despite weather challenges, slight increase expected in 
almond crop
California almond farmers are expected to harvest a slightly larger 
crop this year, according to a new report from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture. The 2023 California Almond Objective Mea-
surement Report published last week estimates the crop will come 
in at 2.6 billion meat pounds, 1% above last year’s 2.57 billion 
pounds. The estimate is up 4% from USDA’s subjective forecast in 
May and comes after one of the wettest winters on record, lim-
ited bee flights because of rain and wind, and a cool spring. The 
slightly bigger crop comes partly because of larger nut size, USDA 
reported.
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OAKDALE CHEESE & SPECIALTIES 
NNaattiioonnaall  AAwwaarrdd    

WWiinnnniinngg  CChheeeesseess  

Free Samples & Tours 

Local Food, Beer & Wine 

Grilled Cheese Sandwiches 

Animals to Feed 

10040 State Hwy 120, 

OAKDALE  (209) 848-3139 

 

OOppeenn  DDaaiillyy  
99aamm--66ppmm  

We Ship 
Anywhere 
in the US!! 

Custom Gifts! 

California contains a deadly citrus threat, but urges vigi-
lance
Spread by the invasive Asian citrus psyllid, Huanglongbing, or cit-
rus greening disease, arrived in Florida in 2005 and has since dev-
astated that state’s citrus production. But in California, where the 
psyllid was first detected in 2008 and the first Huanglongbing—or 
HLB—infection was found in a residential tree in 2012, no com-
mercial citrus grove has been infected. Officials credit an intensive 
psyllid detection and eradication program, industry-wide aware-
ness and mitigation tools, as well as the Golden State’s climate, for 
warding off the spread of the disease.

Rivas brings rural agricultural roots to leadership of Cali-

fornia State Assembly
A lawmaker from a rural farming district now leads the Cali-
fornia State Assembly. At his swearing-in, Speaker Robert Rivas 
described growing up in farmworker housing and going on to live 
“the California dream.” Rivas’ grandfather immigrated to Cali-
fornia’s Central Coast from Mexico and began working as a grape 
picker for Almaden Vineyards. Donald Wirz of the San Benito 
County Farm Bureau, who knew Rivas from the high school track 
team, said his “appointment gives me hope that agriculture and 
the state Legislature will have a positive relationship.”

Trade deal with India may boost California nut exports
India has agreed to drop additional duties on American almonds, 

walnuts, apples, chickpeas 
and lentils. India’s repeal of 
the retaliatory tariffs in a deal 
with the U.S. last month would 
provide American exporters 
improved access to a key mar-
ket, industry analysts say. India 
remains a top export destina-
tion for California agricultural 
products, including tree nuts, 
cotton, dairy and processing 
tomatoes, with total export 
value reaching nearly $1 billion 
in 2020, according to the Cali-
fornia Department of Food and 
Agriculture. 

Researchers helping Cali-
fornia date growers with 
water efficiency
California’s nearly $90 million 
date industry produces more 
than half of the nation’s dates, 
with most of the fruit grown 
in the arid Coachella Valley. 

Now University of California 
researchers are developing 
methodology to help growers 
establish guidelines for ef-
ficient water management in 
growing dates in the desert 
region, including identify-
ing how much irrigation is 
needed depending on loca-
tion, soil type and date cul-
tivars. The effort has gained 
urgency as California date 
farmers work to conserve 
water to protect Colorado 
River supplies.
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dioxide removal processes that 
may be used to create negative 
emissions credits and for track-
ing negative emissions credits in 
accordance with certain crite-
ria. The bill would also require 
negative emissions resulting 
from the use of negative emis-
sions credits to be included in 
the calculation of the state’s net 
greenhouse gas emissions. The 
Farm Bureau opposes this legis-
lation along with a broad coali-
tion because there is currently 
very little carbon removal pro-
cesses in use today and because 
it’s an emerging technology we 
need to walk before we can run 
on target dates. The California 
Air Resources Board also has 
significant concerns on this bill 
and the good news, it was held 
in committee earlier this week. 
Staff: Chris Reardon, creardon@
cfbf.com 

Insurance 
This week, the California De-
partment of Insurance (CDI) 
held a public workshop on 
catastrophe models (cat models) 
in rating plans for California 
residential and commercial 
properties. The workshop was 
a virtual event that featured a 
variety of presenters with an 
interest in whether and how 
CDI would integrate cat models 
in rating plans. Cat models use 
a variety of data sets combined 
with risk assessment algorithms 
to determine an insurers’ de-
sired rating plan. In California 
today, those rating plans are 
only approved to use historical 
data about risk. Insurers have 
been requesting cat models 
to address the future risks of 
wildfire, predominately, but 
will include data related to 
winds, floods, and other prop-
erty risks. Insurers hope to use 
cat models to reflect climate 
change driven impact on their 
portfolios – primarily focused 
in California on wildfire. Other 
states like Florida have adopted 
cat models to reflect risks from 
increased hurricane frequencies 
and intensities. 

California Farm Bureau submit-
ted extensive written comments 
for the public workshop. Led 
by detailed research conducted 
by CAFB’s legal department, 

CAFB’s comments focused on 
the need to meet the consumer 
protections afforded in Prop 103 
and ensure that any cat model-
ing approach results in rates 
that are not excessive, inad-
equate, or unfairly discrimina-
tory. CAFB did not opine on 
whether the models should be 
allowed, but emphasized that to 
protect policyholders, Prop 103 
is clear about necessitating an 
insurers’ transparency on rate 
modeling. 

The first presenter was Verisk, a 
developer of cat models widely 
used in insurance and reinsur-
ance around the world. Verisk 
says CDI needs to produce a 
regulation that balances the 
needs for both public access in 
Prop 103 but with privacy and 
trade secrets consideration for 
their algorithms in their mod-
els. Verisk says they support a 
publicly available documenta-
tion model that still allows a 

modeler to invest in and protect 
their business. 

United Policyholders (UP) 
presented next, and focused 
their concerns on the chance 
that unchecked use of catastro-
phe modeling will cause more 
harm to consumers than good. 
UP represents consumers in-
terests, and has been tracking 
cat modeling efforts across the 
country. UP said cat models will 
overstate risks, because they 
are created by for profit compa-
nies to benefit other for profit 
companies – and sees spikes 
in rates and collateral damage 
to real estate transactions and 
other insurance dependence 
industries where cat modeling 
is adopted. UP is concerned 
that any gains through home 
hardening and community and 
state investments to decrease 
risks will be lost and overshad-
owed by spikes to rates from cat 
modeling. Finally, UP feels the 

adoption of cat modeling will 
frustrate the purposes of Prop 
103 and does not guarantee and 
return to the admitted market 
by insurers that left, or expan-
sion back into areas that they do 
not want to insure. 
The next presenter was Con-
sumer Federation of America 
(CFA), which was largely 
aligned with UP from consumer 
impact, but thinks that cat 
models can help to address 
some market ills. They noted 
that Prop 103 is unique, indicat-
ing that Californians do not just 
trust the insurance industry. We 
hold in Prop 103 that any model 
must be testable from anticom-
petitive corporate interests and 
be reviewable. CFA notes that 
Prop 103 has clear guidelines 
- rates must not be excessive, 
inadequate, or unfairly discrim-
inatory and any person may 
initiate a review under Prop 
103 under those standards. CFA 
notes that Florida has created 
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a public facing tool that allows 
insurers, regulators, and con-
sumers to look deeply into the 
loss risk modeling CFA says this 
could be accomplished in Cali-
fornia with a California Public 
Wildfire Catastrophe Model 
developed by academic experts 
and this transparent model can 
be offered to insurers, instead 
of trusting their industry driven 
approach. 

Next RMS, a Moody’s company, 
presented the views of another 
private modeling company. 
Their position seemed more 
protectionist than Verisk, stat-
ing that historical data is insuf-
ficient to set rates and that new 
modeling must be brought to 
bear to keep insurers healthy. 
RMS discussed the notion that 
the models inherently over-
state risk and said it’s not true 
because the model works as a 
“ruler” between the rates that 
primary and reinsurance com-
panies already negotiate. RMS 
feels cat modeling only faces 
challenges with regulators, who 
do not license and use cat mod-
eling because of required public 
disclosure, lack expertise to re-

view cat models or rates, and do 
not want to incur license costs 
to do so. RMS detailed the type 
of disclosures they would be 
willing to make, but also those 
items like software programs, 
source code, the model data 
sets, would be off limits. RMS 
says it is not a black box, but 
they will not disclose anything 
that goes into the model. RMS 
states that the model does not 
create higher rates, but that the 
combination of the models use 
with additive data sets leads to 
higher rates. 

Finally, the UC Cooperative Ex-
tension presented some general 
information about cat models 
and said that many exiting 
modeling techniques about ex-
treme events already exist. They 
did not opine on whether to 
adopt cat modeling or not, but 
felt that cat modeling for rates 
could go through peer review 
so that it is less of a black box 
while still protecting the model-
ers’ private information. Staff: 
Peter Ansel, pansel@cfbf.com 

Water 
Assemblymember Buffy Wicks 

Puts AB 1337 on Ice 
The Senate Natural Resources 
and Water Committee put the 
brakes on AB 1337 (Asm. Buffy 
Wicks, D-Oakland), which 
would bring the most senior 
water diverters under control of 
the State Water Board and allow 
the board to curtail diversions 
in any watershed for any year 
type (not only under an emer-
gency order during droughts). 
The bill was scheduled for a 
hearing on July 10, but the au-
thor pulled it from the agenda 
because she couldn’t get enough 
“yes” votes confirmed from 
committee members. This bill, 
along with AB 460 (Asm. Re-
becca Bauer-Kahan, D-Orinda), 
was one of the top water-related 
bills Farm Bureau was oppos-
ing this year. The author has 
made AB 1337 a two-year bill, 
which means that she may de-
cide to move it in January 2024, 
although probably not in this 
form as she knows it wouldn’t 
have enough support. Staff: 
Alex Biering, abiering@cfbf.com 

SB 389 Opposition Trending 
Neutral 
After several weeks of nego-
tiation with representatives of 
the 200+ opposition coalition 
organizations (with includes 
Farm Bureau), Sen. Ben Allen 
(D-Santa Monica) amended his 
bill SB 389 to remove the most 
problematic provisions, includ-
ing those that would have made 
it easier for the State Water 
Board to find that water rights 
have been forfeited, and focus 
instead on clarifying existing 

parts of the law. For example, 
the bill now modifies an exist-
ing code section that lays out 
the State Water Board’s inves-
tigative abilities, rather than 
creating a new code section that 
could be interpreted to endow 
the board with new, different 
authority. The opposition coali-
tion also secured a requirement 
that the State Water Board show 
the need for any information 
requested from diverters about 
the nature of their water rights. 
As a result, during the Assem-
bly Water, Parks & Wildlife 
Committee hearing on July 
11, the Farm Bureau and other 
coalition members stated their 
intent to reevaluate their “op-
pose” positions on the bill with 
the intent to go neutral. Staff: 
Alex Biering, abiering@cfbf.com 

AB 1205 Now a Study Bill on In-
vestment Fund Water Transfers 
After facing opposition from 
many water and agriculture 
groups, Asm. Rebecca Bauer-
Kahan, (D-Orinda) accepted 
Senate Natural Resources and 
Water Committee amendments 
to her bill AB 1205, which had 
previously been a bill to declare 
all water transfers or sales from 
agricultural land owned by 
investment funds to be “waste-
ful” and “unreasonable” uses 
of water. The bill will instead 
merely direct the State Water 
Board to produce a study on the 
existence of speculation or prof-
iteering by an investment fund 
in the sale, transfer, or lease of 
an interest in any surface water 
right or groundwater right pre-

viously put 
to beneficial 
use on agri-
cultural lands. 
These changes 
allowed most 
of the oppo-
nents of the 
bill, including 
Farm Bureau, 
to instead 
take a neutral 
position. Staff: 
Alex Biering, 
abiering@cfbf.
com 



12 — Stanislaus Farm News July 21, 2023



July 21, 2023 Stanislaus Farm News  — 13

FAIR THEME SUMMARY 

2023  Life Happens, at The Stan Co Fair 
2022 The Fun is Back 
2012 Imagine the Fun 
2011 Centennial Celebration 
2010 Flavors of the Valley 
2009 Renewable Fun 
2008 Nuts are DINO-mite 
2007 Summer Safari 
2006 Pig Out on Family Fun 
2005 Tropical Nights & Midway Lights 
2004 Say Cheese! A Salute to the Cheese Industry 
2003 The Place to Be in 2003 Saluting the 30th Anniversary of American Graffiti 
2002 Through the Eyes of a Child 
2001 90 Years: A Timeless Tradition 

20

Joshua Ludwig

Showing a steer named Randy and a pig 
named Dolly this year.

Senior at Central Valley in FFA. 
Wants to go into the Fire Safety Program at 

Modesto Junior College.
Loves showing and being in the ring. He has 

been showing since he was 9 years old. 

Gianna Genasci

Modesto FFA, going into her Junior year. 
Showing sheep since she was 9 years old. 
This year she had the Champion Middle 

Weight Lamb, named Choppa!
"Fair isn’t complete without getting 

a milkshake!" 
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Deagan Homen 

Chatom 4H, going into 7th Grade.
Showing a meat goat named Tex and 

a breeding goat named Dakota.
Just won a champion ribbon for breeding and 
going into the ring soon with her meat goat. 

Elexi Pulido

Pitman FFA, going into her Junior year. 
Showing a WhiteX named Melatonin, 

“I have learned a lot. I know more about pigs 
by spending time with my animal, day and 

night I am at the school farm taking 
care of her.”

FAIR THEME SUMMARY 

2023  Life Happens, at The Stan Co Fair 
2022 The Fun is Back 
2012 Imagine the Fun 
2011 Centennial Celebration 
2010 Flavors of the Valley 
2009 Renewable Fun 
2008 Nuts are DINO-mite 
2007 Summer Safari 
2006 Pig Out on Family Fun 
2005 Tropical Nights & Midway Lights 
2004 Say Cheese! A Salute to the Cheese Industry 
2003 The Place to Be in 2003 Saluting the 30th Anniversary of American Graffiti 
2002 Through the Eyes of a Child 
2001 90 Years: A Timeless Tradition 

20
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Allison Moring

Hughson FFA, going into her Junior Year. 
Showing a pig named Brandi, “named after 

my hitting coach.”
Was second in her class this year!

She loves seeing how the pig performs 
in the ring. 

FAIR THEME SUMMARY 

2023  Life Happens, at The Stan Co Fair 
2022 The Fun is Back 
2012 Imagine the Fun 
2011 Centennial Celebration 
2010 Flavors of the Valley 
2009 Renewable Fun 
2008 Nuts are DINO-mite 
2007 Summer Safari 
2006 Pig Out on Family Fun 
2005 Tropical Nights & Midway Lights 
2004 Say Cheese! A Salute to the Cheese Industry 
2003 The Place to Be in 2003 Saluting the 30th Anniversary of American Graffiti 
2002 Through the Eyes of a Child 
2001 90 Years: A Timeless Tradition 

20
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TUOLUMNE COUNTY
BUSINESS MEMBERS 

Contact our office to upgrade your membership today!
(209) 522-7278 abid@stanfarmbureau.org

Thank you to our business members!
A L Gilbert Company

Oakdale, (209) 847-1721
Armstrong Logging

Twain Harte, (209) 586-1384
Aspen Meadow Pack Station

Sonora, (209) 965-3402
Auto Motion

Sonora, (209) 533-2886
Benton Roberson CPAs LLP

Sonora, (209) 586-5236
Blue Mountain Minerals 

Columbia, (209) 533-0127
California Reforestation Inc

Sonora, (209) 840-1326
Canepa & Sons Well Drilling 

Sonora, (209) 532-1136
Cedar Ridge Apple Ranch LLC 

Sonora, (209) 533-9463

Conifer Communications Inc
Sonora, (209) 532-5859

Crook Logging Inc
Groveland, (209) 902-7716

Diestel Turkey Ranch 
Sonora, (209) 532-4950

Doherty Tire of Sonora 
Standard, (209) 532-3484

Fulton Trucking Inc. 
Groveland, (209) 962-4350

General Plumbing Supply
Sonora, (209) 532-5573 

Hurst Ranch 
Jamestown, (209) 984-3016

Left Coast Land Clearing 
Sonora, (209) 536-9174

Lockhart Appraisal 
Soulsbyville

Nordvik Enterprises
Copperopolis, (510) 299-2789

Sierra Motors
Jamestown, (209) 984-5272

Sierra Resource Management Inc
Sonora, (209) 984-1146

Sweet Water Farm & Ranch Co. LLC
Columbia, (209) 588-3338

Taylor Masonary Inc. 
Sonora, (209) 928-3219

Tuolumne Utilities District 
Sonora, (209) 770-8902

Twain Harte Lumber & Hardware
Twain Harte, (209) 586-3571

Valley Pacific Petroleum 
Stockton, (209) 948-9412

Yosemite Farm Credit 
Turlock, (209) 667‑2366

Yosemite Clean Energy
Mariposa, (209) 800-2831

Yosemite Title Co. 
Sonora, (209) 694-8326

Tuolumne County Farm News
Mother Lode Fair Attendance And 
Livestock Results 

Sonora, CA — The extremely hot temperatures may have kept 
some people from visiting the Mother Lode Fair, based on the 
gate figures.

Fair Manager Kim Helmbold reports that an estimated 9,500 
people visited the fair over the four-day period. She says it was 
“down slightly” from a year ago.

The junior livestock auction brought in $810,815. The number is 
similar to 2021, but notably down from last year’s record-break-
ing auction, which saw bids totaling $1.1-million. There was still 
an enthusiastic crowd on hand at the auction to help support 
the work of the youth in the community. A total of 267 lots were 
sold.

This year’s theme was “Comin’ in Hot – Show Us What You 
Got.”
Source: mymotherlode.com
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 Lic 0499798

  "Proudly celebrating over 50 years of excellence in our industry" 

        Bobby Rosa 
     (209) 856-8820  

      brosa@rppins.com

Leroy Rocha 
(209) 856-8839 

lrocha@rppins.com

Lucia Farao 
(209) 856-8846    

  lfarao@rppins.com

  Jeff Wolf 
(209) 856-8821

jwolf@rppins.com

  Leslie Machado 
(209) 856-8814

  lmachado@rppins.com

Tammy Gray
(209) 856-8885 

tgray@rppins.com 

Rosie DeLaCruz 
(209) 856-8840  

rdelacruz@rppins.com

Call us today for a personalized Insurance Consultation! 

(800) 399-7473 • (209) 854-2000 • www.rppins.com
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FORMERLY HOTSY PACIFIC

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
BAY AREA | SANTA ROSA | MODESTO

209.578.3925
Equipment | Sales | Service  

12-MONTH SAME AS CASH

Get a free 25-Point  
Maintenance Inspection

We’ll inspect your new machine and 
provide a diagnostic report to keep your 
new pressure washer running smoothly 

after the first 90 days of use.

Premier Provider of Innovative  
Cleaning, Sanitizing, Disinfecting & 
Water Treatment Solutions since 1976. 

Get a Hotsy today 
with no money  
down and take  
a year to pay!
No Cash up front & No Interest. Ends 8/31. Don’t delay!*

*Valid for Hotsy Pressure Washers only. Offer through 8/31/23. Restrictions apply. U.S. Only.

Purchase a new Hotsy Pressure 
Washer and we’ll give you this 

powerful sprayer for free!

Get a free Electrostatic  
Backpack Sprayer

Now is the perfect time to buy your 
battery-powered pressure washer – 

before the 2024 gas- 
engine ban!

LEARN 
MORE:

PacificBayEquipment.com

A

VALUE!

$3,200
A

VALUE!

$199

But wait there’s more!  
Get up to $3,399 in bonus offers!

 

|

Rowin Reisz, Hughson 4H

12 years old, going into 7th grade.
Showing a steer named Carl Wayne.

Has loved getting to know her steer and what 
he likes. 

Ashlyn Machado, Waterford FFA

Sophomore at Modesto Junior College, work-
ing on the Beef and Equine Units as an intern.

Showing a Beef Steer at the Fair &
plans to transfer to Oklahoma to 

study animal nutrition.

FAIR THEME SUMMARY 

2023  Life Happens, at The Stan Co Fair 
2022 The Fun is Back 
2012 Imagine the Fun 
2011 Centennial Celebration 
2010 Flavors of the Valley 
2009 Renewable Fun 
2008 Nuts are DINO-mite 
2007 Summer Safari 
2006 Pig Out on Family Fun 
2005 Tropical Nights & Midway Lights 
2004 Say Cheese! A Salute to the Cheese Industry 
2003 The Place to Be in 2003 Saluting the 30th Anniversary of American Graffiti 
2002 Through the Eyes of a Child 
2001 90 Years: A Timeless Tradition 

20
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YOUR 
LEGACY 
IS OUR 
LEGACY
inquire now! 
№ 1-844-DWN-TREE
DWNTREES.COM 
l f  @davewilson 

Ramping Up for 
Recess

Zippy Duvall, American Farm 
Bureau President

August Recess is just around 
the corner here in Washington, starting on July 31 for both the 
House and Senate. While the halls of Congress will be quiet as 
members clear out until September, this is a busy time for them to 
be visiting their home districts, meeting with the men and women 
they represent. It’s also a prime time for Farm Bureau grassroots 
members to engage on top issues for agriculture as our senators 
and representatives will be right in our hometowns and neighbor-
hoods.

The formal practice of August Recess goes back more than 50 
years. It was established by an act of Congress in 1970, after leg-
islating at the national level had become a full-time job. Members 
of Congress recognized then, and now, the importance of getting 
back home to meet with constituents. From county fairs to town 
hall meetings, there are a number of opportunities to meet with 
your representatives and for them to hear from you. I encourage 
you to get out there, show up to these events and maybe even host 
an event in your community. Your county or state Farm Bureau is 
a great place to start to learn more about how you can be involved.

Nothing can replace sitting down for a face-to-face conversation. 
We can solve some of our greatest challenges by sitting down and 
talking things through. Our team in Washington often hears from 

members of Congress and their staff about how much they value 
meeting with farmers and ranchers, and how those meetings help 
shape their work throughout the year. At American Farm Bureau, 
we are honored to host hundreds of farmers every year when you 
come to Washington to visit congressional offices. But this is the 
time of year when Washington comes to you, and I urge you to 
take advantage of this time. You can reach out to your congres-
sional district and state offices now to schedule a visit with your 
representative while they’re back home.

Invite members of Congress and their staff out to your farm or 
ranch. They will surely carry that experience with them. What 
they see firsthand—how you and your family pour your heart and 
soul into caring for the land and growing the food, fiber and fuel 
we all rely on—will inspire them and impact their decisions back 
in Washington.

Finally, I'd be remiss if I didn’t remind you that, among all those 
members of Congress heading home for recess, there are 260 who 
have never worked on a farm bill. Does one of those members rep-
resent you? Now is the time for them to meet a farmer and hear 
directly from you about how important this legislation is to your 
farm and our food supply. Every meeting, every conversation 
makes a difference.

Let’s work together to engage our lawmakers and help them 
make the most of their August Recess. And let’s send them back to 
Washington with a clear assignment this fall: to pass an effective 
2023 farm bill that protects our farms, ranches and food security 
for all Americans.
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There are many counties in the western United States where a 
significant portion of the county’s land base is managed by the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM). Many of California’s timber 
and cattle families have partnered with the federal government for 
generations for mutually beneficial uses such as timber production 
and cattle grazing. Public land management decisions and what 
uses are permitted are vitally important to county governments, 
their local economies, and their citizens, who depend on the abil-
ity to use public lands. BLM's own economic report estimates that 
lands managed by the agency account for nearly $201 billion in 
economic output in the United States.

With this in mind, you can imagine it was particularly disconcert-
ing for our rural mountain counties and federal lands permit hold-
ers to be informed of a significant and far-reaching rule change 
regarding permitted uses that was handed down by the BLM with 
no advance notice, limited and reduced opportunity to comment 
and no in-person meetings or listening sessions in California. This 
proposed rule elevates conservation use to equal status as grazing, 
timber production and other traditional beneficial uses, potentially 
taking thousands of acres out of grazing or timber production and 
is a gross over-reach of the statutory authority granted the BLM 
while also being contrary to the Federal Land Management Policy 
Act (FLMPA).

Upon learning of this proposed change, Erin Huston of California 
Farm Bureau’s Federal Policy team went to work. Erin analyzed 
the proposed rule, understood its consequences, and devised a 
response plan. She immediately began reaching out to legislators 
and engaging stakeholders and other Western state Farm Bureaus 
to support our efforts. Coalitions were formed, letters drafted and, 
over a holiday weekend, five pages of formal analysis, well-stated 
concerns, and comments were submitted to the BLM on behalf of 
California Farm Bureau members.

In meetings in Washington DC on Wednesday, I, along with 
other state Presidents from the Western Farm Bureaus, personally 
shared these comments with a Principal Deputy Director of the 
BLM, while strongly voicing our concerns and asking the agency 
to withdraw the rule.

We articulated not only our dissatisfaction with the lack of notice 
and opportunity for permit holders to engage in the land manage-
ment decision-making process but also the other problems and 
unintended consequences of this rule.

Particularly, we noted the proposed rule:

lacks meaningful economic analysis;
is contrary to FLMPA;
lacks appropriate determination and evaluation mechanisms of 
what constitutes a beneficial conservation lease and the subse-
quent success of said lease;
expands BLMs use of Areas of Critical Environmental Concern 

(ACEC) allowing BLM further overreach without accountability, 
and lastly;
lacks meaningful local coordination.

No decision has been made, but rest assured California Farm 
Bureau is determined to get the results our permit holders need. 
We will continue to sound the alarm regarding this rule that is rife 
with problems, and we will continue to lead the charge for solu-
tions for rural California.

Jamie Johansson
President, California Farm Bureau
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www.mid.org

MID keeps water working for you

The Power to Grow

SERVING OUR
AG COMMUNITY

• Dependable water supply

• Irrigation system improvements

• Promoting efficient water usage

• Sustainable use of the
   Tuolumne River 

Let’s talk about land 
Because the future of your farm-
land matters most

The following information is provided by Na-
tionwide®, the #1 farm and ranch insurer in the 
U.S.*

The farmland market is red-hot. Though such a bullish mar-
ketplace is a boon for landowners, it also changes the game for 
tenants who depend on rented land for a large share of their crop 
revenue. High prices make it even more important to make sure 
everyone involved has the right insurance coverage in place. 

Complicating the equation for lessees is the recent rise in absen-
tee farmland ownership. According to a USDA report**, around 
40% of the land farmed in the U.S. is rented. Of that share, 
around 31% is owned by an absentee or non-operator, a number 
that continues to rise, especially as active farmers retire and sell 
land. 

The combination of these trends creates year-over-year opera-
tional and managerial challenges for leasing farmers and their 
landowners. One of those is ensuring both parties are adequately 
managing the risk of a land lease for which the two parties may 
be thousands of miles apart. 

Sharing insurance responsibilities
In most cases when a farmer rents land from an absentee land-
owner, risk management responsibilities are split between the 
two parties. Each lease should spell out who is responsible for 
different operational and management responsibilities. And what 
is fair is not always equal. 

For example, if adding improvements like tile drainage can boost 
the long-term productivity of a field, installation costs should be 
shared based on the equity it creates. If a lessee anticipates only 
renting the land for one year, he or she should not bear as much 
cost as the landowner, who will likely see greater value in the 

form of higher rents over time as a result of the improvement. 

But if such improvements are part of a multiyear leasing strategy 
in which the lessee will remain in the picture, he or she will likely 
pay a larger share of the cost. In general, the duration of a lease 
often is a major contributor to how land improvement costs are 
spread between the landowner and renter. 

Think about how land is used
There are several factors that influence how farmland is insured. 
First, it’s important to consider the basics of the property and 
its intended purpose. Some land is obviously for cropping. But 
grassland or pasture land may have multiple uses. All of a piece of 
land’s intended uses should be accounted for in both the written 
lease as well as the chosen insurance coverage. 

Coverage options also vary widely based on lease land’s use. A 
basic homeowners policy rarely covers all of the operational risk 
of leased farmland. Sometimes endorsements cover those specific 
risks, but in other cases, altogether different policies specifically 
designed for farmland are the best solutions. 

Especially with an absentee leases, it’s always a good idea to have 
regular meetings during which the lessee can update the land-
owner on all activities on the leased land and how they impact 
things like lease price and optimal insurance coverage options. 

Talk with your insurance agent
No matter how you’re involved with farming – whether you’re 
currently farming or new to owning or renting farmland – it’s im-
portant to talk with your local Nationwide Farm Certified agent. 
Nationwide is the only farm insurance company that trains and 
certifies its agents. When you see that an agent is Nationwide On 
Your Side Farm Certified, you can be confident you've found a 
trusted, knowledgeable advisor. 

Visit aginsightcenter.com/farmlandownership to download our 
free Farmland Ownership Protection Guide and to learn what we 
know about farmland.   
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Serving Stanislaus & 
Merced Counties

8016 Winton Way, Winton

Since 1986
•State of the Art Equipment

•80’ Truck Scale
•Maximized Returns

•Owner Operated
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Satake color sorter
•High Capacity dryer for bin 
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Peter Verdegaal 
209-628-1008

Office 
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Agricultural Com-
missioner/Sealer of 
Weights and Mea-
sures Office…at the 
Fair?!

By: Amy Lomeli
Agricultural, Weights & Mea-
sures Inspector
Stanislaus County

Blue, red, and white ribbons 
abound at the Stanislaus Coun-
ty Fair this time of year. His-
torically, fairs provide a way to 
showcase the best of the best of 
the regional agricultural indus-
try and exemplary livestock ge-
netics. From livestock to horti-
culture, to fruits and vegetables, 
many of these exhibits, or the 
standards they are judged on, 
have crossover with programs 
and activities within the Agri-
cultural Commissioner/Sealer of 
Weights and Measures Office. 
Weeks or months before entries 
are due, exhibitors planting 
vegetables, plants or flowers by 
seed reference label information 
enforced by inspectors through 
the Seed Services Program. 
Inspections through this pro-
gram ensure exhibitors have the 
expectation that purchased seed 
is of quality, will germinate, 
isn’t contaminated with weed 
seeds and of the variety stated 
on the label. 

The abundance and variety of 

entries within the Ornamental 
Horticulture and Floriculture 
exhibit creates a green and 
colorful oasis - a cool respite 
during the often sweltering 10-
day fair run. The high-quality 
flowers, foliage, gardens and 
other plant materials on display 
is a result of the exhibitor’s at-
tention to plant health, another 
area of inspection the Commis-
sioner’s staff performs. 

Inspectors perform annual and 
as needed inspections of plant 
health and cleanliness as part of 
the nursery and quarantine pro-
grams. Anyone selling plants 
for planting, propagation, or or-
namentation in California must 
have a License to Sell Nursery 
Stock and are subject to an an-
nual inspection. When begin-
ning their project, exhibitors 
may not realize the industry 
supplying fruit trees and vines 
and vegetable starts is inspected 
and regulated by the Agricul-
ture Commissioner before even 
reaching their garden. During 
the process of growing their 
fair entries exhibitors are moni-
toring for many of the same 
pests-disease, insects, weeds, 
etc.- that inspectors look for 
during nursery and quarantine 
inspections.

As part of their entry’s produc-
tion, agricultural exhibitors will 
be practicing integrated pest 
management, a major tenet in 

the Commissioner’s Pesticide 
Use Enforcement Program.  If a 
pesticide is necessary, whether 
a fungicide for mildew on roses, 
or a miticide for poultry, the 
product label will be consulted 
for information such as active 
ingredients, correct applica-
tion rates, safety precautions 
and signal words, any required 
personal protective equip-
ment and first aid instructions 
among other information. The 
Commissioner’s Pesticide Use 
Enforcement team ensures’ the 
safe use of pesticides through 
training, outreach, inspections, 
and investigations, all influenc-
ing how pesticides are labeled 
and used in California. 

When fair receiving day finally 

rolls around, exhibitors select 
and present fruit and vegetable 
specimens representing the 
best examples of quality and 
maturity, falling directly in line 
with Fruit and Vegetable Stan-
dardization Program inspec-
tions. At the request of the fresh 
fruit and vegetable industries 
to promote superior California 
produce and curb substandard 
product reaching the market-
place, minimum standards for 
maturity, quality, size, and 
standard pack for fresh fruits, 
nuts and vegetables were estab-
lished by the state legislature in 
1915, just a few years after the 
first Stanislaus Fair, originally 
the Turlock Melon Carnival, 
was held.
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Today, produce entries are 
judged on the entrant’s ability 
to grow, grade and subsequent-
ly present produce as close to 
the standard as possible. Com-
mercially, over 30 commodities 
require commodity-specific 
standards, while all other com-
modities have minimum gen-
eral standards. 

Similar to fruit and vegetable 
standards, the Natural Egg 
Show special contest held in the 
poultry exhibit features chicken 
eggs that adhere to classes and 
standards used by inspectors 
for the California Department 
of Food and Agriculture’s Egg 
Safety and Quality Manage-
ment Program and the United 
States Department of Agricul-
ture. 

An auctioneer’s chant encour-
aging bidders at the Junior 
Livestock Auction held the last 
Saturday of the fair stirs excite-
ment for visitors, exhibitors, 
and buyers alike. The fair live-
stock weigh-in at receiving will 
be a primary factor in determin-
ing the weight class the animal 
will be shown in, and the offi-
cial auction weight-and poten-
tially how big the final payout 
will be. 

Understandably, the accuracy 
of the scale used to weigh the 
animals is vital to the process. 
In California, livestock being 
sold by weight are required to 
be weighed on a sealed scale. 

The County Sealer of Weights 
and Measures is responsible 
for checking annually that any 
scale-or other weighing or mea-
suring device-being used for 
commercial transactions meets 
the tolerance and specification 
requirements, ensuring that 
neither party is shorted in the 
sale. Like many of the previ-
ously mentioned programs, this 
ensures fairness in the market-
place. 

In fact, weights and measures 
plays a frequently unseen part 
of the process of producing 
an agricultural commodity by 
making sure weighing and 
measuring devices are perform-
ing properly. Project exhibitors 
probably don’t think much 
about accuracy of the hopper 
scale filling feed sacks, or the 
hardware store cordage meters 
measuring rope for a halter, or 
even the fuel dispenser at the 
gas station (for the endless trips 
to and from project meetings). 
All of these and more are tested 
by Weights and Measures 
inspectors annually, ensuring 
consumers are protected.  

Visiting the Stanislaus County 
Fair as an exhibitor or an at-
tendee is an exciting and 
memorable experience. While 
observing the various exhibits, 
consider the behind-the-scenes 
role and influence of the Agri-
cultural Commissioner/Sealer 
of Weights and Measures Of-
fice’s programs.
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2023 Stanislaus County Fair Champions

Name of Award Exhibitor's Name Club / Chapter

Supreme Champion Market Poultry Meat Pen Bethany McGrath Modesto FFA
Reserve Supreme Champion Market Poultry Meat Pen Jake Dein Turlock Christian FFA

4-H Grand Champion Market Poultry Meat Pen Grace Rodriguez Patterson 4-H
4-H Reserve Champion Market Poultry Meat Pen Troy Lionudakis Westport 4-H
FFA Grand Champion Market Poultry Meat Pen Bethany McGrath Modesto FFA

FFA Reserve Grand Champion Market Poultry Meat Pen Jake Dein Turlock Christian FFA
Supreme Champion Market Turkey Wyatt Crabtree Kiernan Klovers 4-H

Reserve Supreme Champion Market Turkey Ashlynn Lemaster Waterford FFA
4-H Grand Champion Market Turkey Wyatt Crabtree Kiernan Klovers 4-H

4-H Reserve Grand Champion Market Turkey Mason Curry Hughson 4-H
FFA Grand Champion Market Turkey Ashlynn Lemaster Waterford FFA

FFA Reserve Grand Champion Market Turkey Willow Piotrowski Enochs FFA
Supreme Champion Market Rabbit Meat Pen Vincent Sterling Hilamr Colony 4-H

Reserve Supreme Market Rabbit Meat Pen Ethan Larson Hughson FFA
4-H Grand Champion Market Rabbit Meat Pen Vincent Sterling Hilamr Colony 4-H

4-H Reserve Grand Champion Market Rabbit Meat Pen Lexie Sterling Hilamr Colony 4-H
FFA Grand Champion Market Rabbit Meat Pen Zac Christianson Deinar FFA
FFA Reserve Grand Champion Rabbit Meat Pen Ethan Larson Hughson FFA
Supreme Champion Market Rabbit Single Fryer Marrin Wolf Beyer FFA

Reserve Supreme Market Rabbit Single Fryer Marrin Wolf Beyer FFA
4-H Grand Champion Market Rabbit Single Fryer Madison Guerrero Sierra 4-H

4-H Reserve Grand Champion Market Rabbit Single Fryer Sabrina Rodriguez Turlock Grange
FFA Grand Champion Market Rabbit Single Fryer Marrin Wolf Beyer FFA

FFA Reserve Grand Champion Market Rabbit Single Fryer Marrin Wolf Beyer FFA
Supreme Champion Market Steer Gerogia Cozzitorto Central Catholic FFA

Reserve Supreme Champion Market Steer Miya Borba Hilamr Colony 4-H
4-H Grand Champion Market Steer Miya Borba Hilamr Colony 4-H

4-H Reserve Champion Market Steer Copper Brown Sierra 4-H
FFA Grand Champion Market Steer Gerogia Cozzitorto Central Catholic FFA

FFA Reserve Grand Champion Market Steer Tiago Armstrong Central Catholic FFA
Supreme Champion Replacement Heifer Levi Cabrall II Shiloh 4-H

Reserve Supreme Champion Replacement Heifer Jax Borba Shiloh 4-H
4-H Grand Champion Replacement Heifer Levi Cabrall II Shiloh 4-H

4-H Reserve Champion Replacement Heifer Jax Borba Shiloh 4-H
FFA Grand Champion Replacement Heifer Case De Jong Turlock Christian FFA

FFA Reserve Grand Champion Replacement Heifer Mayci Lozano Turlock FFA
Supreme Champion Market Goat Degan Homen Chatom 4-H

Reserve Supreme Champion Market Goat Nicole Carter Oakdale FFA
4-H Grand Champion Market Meat Goat Degan Homen Chatom 4-H

4-H Reserve Champion Market Meat Goat Colby Crofts Sierra 4-H
FFA Grand Champion Market Meat Goat Nicole Carter Oakdale FFA

FFA Reserve Grand Champion Market Meat Goat Rhys Ludlow Oakdale FFA
Supreme Champion Market Lamb Dante Mazzanti Oakdale FFA

Reserve Supreme Champion Market Lamb Bryce McDaniel Hughson FFA
4-H Grand Champion Market Lamb Gianna Mazzanti Sierra 4-H

4-H Reserve Champion Market Lamb Hayli McDonald-Serpa Sierra 4-H
FFA Grand Champion Market Lamb Dante Mazzanti Oakdale FFA

FFA Reserve Grand Champion Market Lamb Bryce McDaniel Hughson FFA
Supreme Champion Market Swine Allison Stonebarger Chatom 4-H

Reserve Supreme Champion Market Swine Trent Watje Turlock Christian FFA
4-H Grand Champion Market Swine Allison Stonebarger Chatom 4-H

4-H Reserve Champion Market Swine Drew Watje Shiloh 4-H
FFA Grand Champion Market Swine Trent Watje Turlock Christian FFA

FFA Reserve Grand Champion Market Swine Matthew Bailey Waterford FFA
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The change in agriculture today is just a 
glimpse of what lies ahead. It’s why, more 
than ever, we are committed to being the 
partner you can trust, who understands 
your needs and delivers value to help you 
achieve your goals.

Wherever agriculture goes, we’ll be there, 
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For more information about our products, please visit 
www.exactcorp.com or call 209.544.8600

Built by farmers for farmers…we understand!

• Standard with air conditioned cab
• Durable powder coat finish
• Reduce sweeping passes with  
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• Overall 
height of  
56 inches

• Reduce dust from 
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The NEW E-1155 Sweeper is designed to minimize  
dust for maximum harvesting efficiency.
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bankofstockton.com In Modesto, Turlock and Oakdale

Bank of Stockton is a commercial bank with a proven track record of sound banking 
management principles and a strong consumer and commercial customer base. As 
the oldest bank in California still operating under its original charter, we are here for 
the long haul. We have survived recessions, depressions, economic downturns, 
COVID-19 and many uncertainties throughout our history. Established in 1867, 
just two years after the Civil War, the Bank of Stockton’s founding principle, “With 
the safety of the depositors in mind” was a promise to 
our customers and the community to keep depositors’ 
money safe and secure. As we enter our 156th year of 
community banking, we’ve weathered many historical 
challenges along the timeline of our existence but the 
foundation upon which we began remains a constant 
you can bank on.

We are proud to continue “Withstanding the Test of 
Time” and be a source of strength and stability for 
our customers and our communities. 

Withstanding
the Test of Time

Withstanding
the Test of Time

Douglass M. Eberhardt II 
President, CEO and Chairman 

Jody Lionudakis

Westport 4H
Going into 6th grade.

Showing a steer and rabbits this year 
at the Fair.

Has loved raising her steer from a calf!

FAIR THEME SUMMARY 

2023  Life Happens, at The Stan Co Fair 
2022 The Fun is Back 
2012 Imagine the Fun 
2011 Centennial Celebration 
2010 Flavors of the Valley 
2009 Renewable Fun 
2008 Nuts are DINO-mite 
2007 Summer Safari 
2006 Pig Out on Family Fun 
2005 Tropical Nights & Midway Lights 
2004 Say Cheese! A Salute to the Cheese Industry 
2003 The Place to Be in 2003 Saluting the 30th Anniversary of American Graffiti 
2002 Through the Eyes of a Child 
2001 90 Years: A Timeless Tradition 

20

Abigail Contreras

Grace Davis FFA, Sophomore
Showing a goat named Flynn.

Has loved bonding with her goat, raising him 
and showing him in the ring.
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Improved soil quality 
Enhanced natural pest management
Increased pollinator forage
Improved water holding capacity

Free Cover Crop Seed!

Project Apis m.'s Seeds for Bees program - supported by the Almond Board
of California - opens in June. Growers can receive $2,500 in free seed for
first-year participants and $1,500 in free seed for second-year participants.
Cover crops and resident vegetation can provide enhanced agronomic and
ecosystem benefits to California almond orchards.

Potential Cover Crop Benefits:

Open enrollment for the Seeds for Bees program runs through August 31 or until funding is

exhausted. Scan the QR code and apply today to see the potential benefits of cover crops. 

Document #2023IR0052

Everything for
Agriculture

Everything for
Agriculture
Green Rubber - Kennedy Ag has the products, parts, accessories, 
and customer service you need to maximize your productivity.

∙  CUSTOM CONVEYOR BELTS 
∙  URETHANE PARTS 
∙  RENEWED BOGIE WHEELS
∙  PUMPS, HOSES, FITTINGS
∙  SPRAY NOZZLES & VALVES
∙  WATER TANKS & TANK TRAILERS 
∙  SAFETY PRODUCTS & EQUIPMENT
∙  PRESSURE WASHERS & ACCESSORIES
∙  AND MUCH MORE!

WWW.GREENRUBBER.COM

SALINAS (831)753-6100 ∙ MODESTO (209)538-6227 ∙ GREENFIELD (831)674-0999 
WATSONVILLE (831)761-9395 ∙ SANTA MARIA (805)878-8877 ∙ YUMA (928)726-6560

Six locations to serve you.  Call today!


