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Retired Dairy Professor Hal Carlton, current Professor Nicole
Morris and retired Professor Mark Anglin catch up on the MJC
Dairy Science Program. See page 27
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To serve as the voice of Stanislaus County agriculture at all levels of
government, while providing programs to assist its farms and family
members and educate the general public of needs and
importance to agriculture.
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Thank you to the YF&R Members who
participated in the Cherry Gleaning
activity this past month. The crew, pic-
\« Y& tured left, picked cherries from a local
| | orchard and donated 189 pounds of
| - cherries to a local food bank. Want to

| get involved, YF&R has a scheduled
meet-up at the Stanislaus County Fair!
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Hullsplit and Navel Orangeworm:
What Almond Growers Need to Know

Submitted by: Jhalendra Rijal, Ph.D.
Area Integrated Pest Management (IPM)
Advisor/Entomologist, UCCE

In almonds, hullsplit is the most critical
stage of crop maturity and riskiest, as the
navel orangeworm and new carpophilus
beetle await this stage to attack the nuts.
During this time, the navel orangeworm
pest population intensifies with the arrival
of the second flight, resulting in severe nut
damage if not managed adequately. Navel
orangeworm is a highly mobile, multihost-
dependent, and opportunistic pest. Crop
damage by this pest is often unpredictable
and has increased in recent years. The aver-
age statewide damage by navel orange-
worm was estimated to be over 3.5% in 2023
and 2024, higher than the previous high

in recent history, which occurred in 2017.
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There are four major practices that should
be used in conjunction to manage navel or-
angeworm more effectively. These include
conducting orchard sanitation during win-
ter to reduce the overwintering population,
applying mating disruption in spring to
reduce seasonal pest pressure, performing
timely harvests to avoid later-generation in-
festations, and applying insecticides at hull

split to protect the crop from direct damage.

This article focuses on the nitty-gritty of
hullsplit insecticide spray decisions, which
revolves around hullsplit detection, navel
orangeworm population activity, and effec-
tive spray strategy.

Hullsplit is the term used in the context of
naval orangeworm management to describe
the natural almond split, characterized by
an opening of approximately 3/8 inch. This
can occur at any

time during the

first three weeks of

July, depending on the year and region. The
hullsplit first appears on the southwest side,
outer, and top of the tree canopy. Therefore,
it’s essential to inspect the nuts from these
areas first to detect the initiation of the hull
split. Using a pole pruner, this can be done
by taking nut samples from at least 5 to 6
trees in the orchard. Be aware that up to 5%
of the crop may consist of blank nuts, which
tend to split one to two weeks earlier than
sound nuts and should not be mistaken for
hullsplit. Since timing can vary by variety,
region, and weather conditions, using the
UC Almond Hullsplit Prediction Model

in conjunction with the field sampling is
crucial. For example, in 2023, Nonpareil al-
monds at the UC varietal trial site in Salida,
CA, had a full bloom on March 1. Using
local temperature data from CIMIS Weather
Station #206 in Denair, CA, the predicted
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hullsplit date was July 21, eight days later
than the previous year (2022).

Tracking NOW activity is equally impor-
tant. The pest typically has 34 generations
per season. The first generation, which
emerges from overwintering nuts, requires
approximately 1,050 degree-days to de-
velop. In contrast, later generations, which
feed on in-season nuts, grow faster, at
around 700 degree-days, due to better nutri-
tion. Three types of traps are commonly
used to monitor NOW: egg traps (for biofix
and early-season prediction), female traps
such as Peterson traps (to assess egg-laying
potential), and male traps with pheromone
as an attractant (particularly effective for
tracking flights in low-infestation or with-
out mating disruption orchards). While
none of these traps alone can dictate spray
timing, collectively they provide critical
insight into the occurrence of second-gen-
eration navel orangeworm, which relies on
freshly hull-split nuts for survival. In the
Modesto area, biofix occurred this season
on April 8, as indicated by the consistent
presence of eggs in egg traps. If we calculate
the 1,050 degree days, the predicted begin-
ning of the second flight would be July 4
(CIMIS Weather Station #206, Denair, CA).
This prediction can be complemented by us-
ing actual trap data during the season.

Strategizing spray timing around hullsplit
is essential. Research shows that navel or-

Modesto Irrigation District

angeworm females are drawn to the vola-
tile compounds released by splitting nuts.
Although multiple generations can infest
nuts, the second generation poses the most
significant risk, as it often coincides with the
Nonpareil hullsplit. However, most years
the hullsplit occurs later than the navel
orangeworm flight. If the hullsplit occurs
later than the insect flight, the proper spray
timing should be at the hullsplit, not at pest
emergence timing. However, if hullsplit oc-
curs before the flight, which is not common,
early application is warranted; without

it, split nuts are vulnerable to the upcom-
ing navel orangeworm flight. Most of the
year, growers tend to apply hullsplit sprays
based solely on experience (i.e., July 4); they
risk spraying too early on nuts that have not
split yet, essentially wasting the product's
residue when it’'s needed in 7 or 10 days.
Given that both NOW flight and hullsplit
timing can vary with orchard and weather
conditions, in-field sampling and trap count
trends are crucial for accurate decisions.

Unless isolated or historically low in NOW
pressure, most almond orchards in the
Central Valley require one to two insecticide
applications during hullsplit. Growers have
limited insecticide options. Reduced-risk
insecticides such as Altacor and Intrepid

are most effective against eggs and larvae.
These products generally offer 34 weeks

of field residual activity. A second applica-
tion may be necessary after 10-14 days if
traps continue to show high egg or female
moth counts as hullsplit progresses, and
the orchard has a history of damage. Broad-
spectrum materials, such as pyrethroids
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(Bifenthrin, Warrior II), offer some adult
knockdown but are weaker against eggs
and larvae, and most importantly, can also
disrupt mite predators such as the six-spot-
ted thrips. Additionally, note that resistance
to pyrethroids has been reported in some
regions of the San Joaquin Valley; therefore,
use these materials with caution and rotate
among different modes of action. Reduced-
risk insecticides, such as Altacor and In-
trepid, are more selective and less harmful
to natural enemies. It is best practice to use
the same insecticide for a single generation,
but a different one for the next generation to
reduce the chances of pesticide resistance.
For softer or organic programs, products
such as SpearLep, DiPel, BT NOW, Vener-
ate, and Neemix offer some options.

Beyond the choice of insecticides, effec-
tive IPM includes optimizing spray cover-
age and timing the harvest. Studies have
shown that the best spray coverage is
achieved with a ground speed of 2 MPH
and spray volumes of 100-200 gallons per
acre, depending on tree size. Spraying dur-
ing cooler parts of the day, such as early
morning or nighttime, improves deposition
and effectiveness. Finally, timely harvest
remains one of the best tools for reducing
NOW damage. For early varieties, shaking
by the third week of August (in the Modesto
area) can help avoid the third NOW flight.
Late varieties, such as Monterey, should be
harvested before the fourth flight begins in
early September, if possible. The general
recommendation is to harvest almonds
when 95-100% of the hulls have split. Re-
member that an overly early harvest can
also create issues dur-

o/Reg

1030 W. Main St.

Turlock, CA 95380
Corner of W. Main St. & Davis

WHOLESALE TIRES & WHEELS

Commercial/Passenger/4x4/SUV
Semi Truck / Farm & Dairy

Open 6 Days a Week—Monday-Saturday

"DHILLON_
Tel (209) 668-1074
Cell (209) 277-3546

ing the hulling pro-
cess.

By integrating real-
time monitoring data
with orchard sanita-
tion, mating disrup-
tion, hullsplit insecti-
cide sprays, and timely
nut harvesting, grow-
ers can significantly
reduce navel orange-
worm pressure and
minimize crop loss.
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FREE ADS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

As another membership service, Farm Bureau members are offered FREE classified advertising in the Stanislaus
Farm News. Ads must be 18 words or less and only one ad per month per membership (membership humber
required.) Ads may be MAILED to the Stanislaus Farm News, or BROUGHT to the SCFB office, 1201 L Street,
Downtown Modesto. NO PHONE-IN OR FAX free ads will be accepted. Free ads are restricted to farm machinery
or equipment or unprocessed farm products. Farm jobs wanted or offered will also be accepted. No real estate
ads and no commercial items or services will be accepted. 209-522-7278
Classified Ad's $4.40 per run.
COPY DEADLINE: MONDAY 12 NOON

RATES: Display rates on request. Terms are cash. Ads should be paid for at time
of first insertion or immediately after receipt of bill if order is placed by telephone
or mail. ERRORS: The Stanislaus Farm News will not be liable for more than one
incorrect insertion. Errors must be called to the attention of the Classified Advertis-
ing Department not later than 4 p.m. on the Tuesday following publication of the ad.
Claims for adjustment must be made within 15 days. We reserve the right to reject or

revise any advertisement.

120 SPECIAL NOTICES

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS CUT
YOUR ENERGY BILLS ELIMINATE
DUST & NOISE

Lowest Prices Guaranteed! Largest Selection in the
Valley! Windows, Doors, Skylights, Soundproofing,
Licensed, Bonded & Insured.

Visit Our Showroom:

1050 Kansas Ave., Modesto
Cal Comfort Insulating Windows, Inc.
Contractors Lic. #51317 Class C17B
209-527-1310 (TFN)

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

2013 Flory Sweeper 6656 (6.5’ head)
1325.6 hours (no cab) well
kept up $28,000
2020 Flory 3010 Flail Mower (10 ft)
Used once, basically brand new,
stored in shop $10,000

Wood Colony Area, call or text

209-479-8030

Spring tooth with attached following harrow. 8
ft wide, 3 point hook-up asking $1000
Brush rake. Rear push. 9ft wide adjustable
spacing for 4 or 5 forks asking $1000
Text or leave VM for
209-505-1731

For Sale:
John Deere 5100ML low profile with Exact cab
Vrisimo flail mower — 12’ & 8’
PBM 500 gallon sprayer with electric valves (never
used)
Durand Wayland 500 gallon sprayer
Domries float leveler — 12’

Call Joe: 209-404-3326

Tractor trailer, crank up
ramps. 20" truck tires $2500
Call 209-537-9491

Verisimo Might Max fail mower. Model #
SC-100 asking $5000
Orchard float roller 9ft wide asking $1000
Text or leave a VM 209-505-1731

3/4 inch METAL PIPE, 10 FOOT
SECTIONS, 700 PCS.
Tom (209) 402-9870 or
Bob (209) 402-9873

Ford 3400 runs well
12 attachments, Diesel
Needs a new home
$9000/obo  Call 209-479-6214

Weiss McNair 9800 Calif Special PTO almond pickup

machine. homas discharge cart

4 super carts, Thomas elevator
Duran Wyland 500 gal PTO air blast sprayer
Kubota M9960 tractor, Schmeiser 10 foot float

10 foot orchard float
PBM HAV 300 weed sprayer
10 foot offset disk, Cotton trailer
Call Lane, 209-484-0882

2022 M7060HD12 Kubota Tractor Front Blade/
Groomer*Front Assist*Rear Rubber
Scrapper*For Freestalls & Feed Pushup* Low Hours
1620 *$40,000 2024 Honda 4 TraxRancher*Excellent
Condition *$7,500 100 Gallon Sprayer w/ PTO
Pump* 10 FT Wide Boom w/ hand sprayer*$2,500
Contact Dwayne 209-678-1151

10 ft rears mower $6200  10.5 ft hy-

draulic disc $1850 12 ft spring tooth
$1000 3 blade ridger $2250
3 shank ripper $2000
Cal John @ 209-988-8440
Leave a message or text

510 LIVESTOCK

Kenyon Organic Services
Organic Consulting Services
Crop and Livestock
Carol Kenyon
(209) 484-1097
ck.cattle23@gmail.com
Sale Alfalfa. Best price, great
quality. Bigger Bales especially
suited to horses. Cook Valley
Angus Ranches Modesto 209 996
7365 & Available May- Oct

800 For Rent

Dairy for Rent
Permitted for 614 Cows
With Flush and Freestalls
400 head open heifer facility
Turlock, Ca
Call 209-678-2632
LAND FOR RENT

8 ACRES, OAKDALE
NEAR PIONEER RD -on OID
Owner live in house while leasing.

$2K/MONTH- renew 3-5year
CONTACT: JOHN @ 209-857-9750
jcdirect420@gmail.com

1000 SERVICES

Electrical and
Refrigeration Service
No job to small. Troubleshooting,
upgrades on home, ranch, dairy, and
commercial buildings.
209-648-7748
Martin Reyes
Land leveling, Discing Chiseling
Lice.#954989

(209) 605-4079

Noeller Farm
farm & ranch management
Almond, Peaches, Walnuts
custom Almond & Walnuts
(209) 883-2417 or
(209) 606-2084

Need help with your Farm
Labor?
Call Lencioni Farm Services
209-537-2186

Rene’s mobile notary
Notary Public
Certified loan signing
agent
Call for a quote
Cal 209-252-4641
Insured Bonded Certified

Orchard/Vineyard
removal
Attrition piles too
Davis Ag
209-670-5278

PROAG Commercial
Ag. Spraying
Orchard, vineyard $ herbicide
applications
209-613-6355 Pat, 209-678-8072
Matt, 209-613-3227 Justin
Visit proag.webs.com

1000 SERVICES

RON MARTELLA
Custom Nut Harvesting
SHAKING, SWEEPING

AND HARVESTING
883-4819 or 883-0690

Woodbridge Spraying
Field Spraying
Orchard Spraying
Backhoe
380-0727 (TFN)

We haul Rock, Sand, Gravel,
Demolition Clean Up & Removal,
Tree Holes, Irrigation Lines & More.
Lic. # 884701
Home-(209) 848-0538
Cell (209) 525-7715 (t¥n)

Wilson Portable Welding
Structural « Fabrication * General
Repair
« Dairy Repair » Ag Repair
*Mobile - 765-3596
* Shop — 524-3016 (TFN)

Premier California Properties
Agl/Investment Properties
Marcus Haney
Realtor #01917446
Contact me at 209/605-6727
www.premiercaproperties.com

Orchard & wild land tree piles.
Smokeless
conversion to biochar on site.
Davis Agriculture
(209) 670-5278

1100 MISCELLANEOUS

METAL BUILDINGS
Provided & installed, interior upgrades
available, fully engineered, references
available. Active Industrial Contracting
Michael Frost - 613-3548.
Lic. #735904 (TFN)
LOW COST HOUSING Largest Inventory
in Valley of Preowned Mobile Homes. Ap-
prox. 100 to choose from. Priced to fit your
Budget. Transportation Available. DLR.
209-632-0854.

Wanted:

Cash paid for OLD Barn and Shop
items; vintage tools, unwanted junk, old
bottles & oil cans
209-774-6582

For Sale
'67 2T Chevy Truck w/16’ Bed, 21’ Trailer
$12,000
‘60s Yale 5k Forklift $6,000
Bin Trailers $1,500/ea
Contact: 209-988-0700

1989 heavy duty 2 axle gooseneck trailer
20' plus 5' long beavertail
plus ramps and wincher
26,000 Ib capacity
$12,000 OBO, great condition
call 209-988-3428

Hampton Ranch, CA
8' pretrested posts ~ 4" diameter
$15 each
Hickman, Ca
Call 209-648-3249

2025 Wheat Hay 3 string bales
$7/bale call 209-484-3493
Leave message, no texts

ROOFING  FENCING  PLYWOOD  SIDING

piR LU;@

Let’s Build Together
Since 1953

Denair Location: (209) 632-2494
Riverbank Location: (209) 869-4424

www.DenairLumberCo.com

HARDWARE ¢ INSULATION « WINDOWS « 0.5.B.

FRED NETO & SONS
(209) 669-FRED
Fax (209) 669-0545

Neto ..,

Commitment to Excellence

Specializing in:

B.B.Q Steaks - Ribs
Pork - Chicken
Seasoned Meats
Fred's Portuguese Beans
Party Platters

Deli Spreads ALL OCCASIONS / FREE ESTIMATES
1318 N. Golden State Boulevard, Turlock, CA

I

VAN DE POL

1947 - 2022

= VAN DE POL

FUELS & LUBRICANTS

Celebrating 75 years of serving the
San Joaquin Valley!

We're your strategic partner - delivering
great service with roots in the local community.

Performance delivered.
Fuels | Lubricants | Renewable Diesel
Industrial Fluids | Diesel Exhaust Fluid

209.667.0236

| vandepol.us
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PARTS | SERVICE | SALES | LEASING | RENTALS | USED EQUIPMENT | NEW EQUIPMENT

ALSO HANDLES

e AGCO HESSTON HAY EQUIPMENT e SCHMEISER TILLAGE/ORCHARD EQUIPMENT
e COMPACT TRACTOR RENTALS e JAYLOR FEEDING EQUIPMENT

e PEERLESS DRYING EQUIPMENT o PARTS & SERVICES ON MOST BRANDS OF EQUIPMENT
¢ DONALDSON FILTER

321 Spreckels Ave. Manteca, CA 95336 o (209) 522-3271 e Highway 33 Patterson, CA 95363

FLORY
S IN NUT HARVESTING T ‘ RUMBLE

X ORCHARD SERVICES

8770 Self Propelled Nut Harvester Topping @ Hedging

i Brush Stacking
SINCE 1936 rﬂa@ Orchard Management

860 PTO Harvester ST14 Shuttle Truk
For the finest in Agriculture Equipment and Metal Fabrication
See all our products at goflory.com
209-545-1167 Salida, CA

RAYCO INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY
Locally Owned and Operated Scuce (969

Air Compressors Sales and Service

Used Tool and Maﬂllillerv Dealer California Contractors License 708487
Steam and High Pressure Cleaners

Metal Working Tools and Machinery

Power Tools, Wood Working Tools and Machinery

Hand Tools, Abrasives, Saw Blades and Safety Supplies

Automotive Tools and Equipment, Shop Heaters and Coolers

The Largest Selection of Heavy Duty Shop Tools and Machinery In Northern California

Modesto (209) 529-8984 Turlock (209) 632-2315 Phil Rumble: (209) 996-1517
512 RIVER ROAD 712 LANDER AVENUE

rumbletopping.com
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J CO!T AND HEWES LLC

719 E Grayson Rd 209 5319891
Modesto, CA

95358 M-F 8-4PM

Replacement Parts for
WEISS, FLORY, OMC,
ORCHARD RITE, COE

SWEEPER PADDLES

RAKE SWEEPER TINES SHAKER PAD OVAL AND ROUND

HARVESTER PICKUP BELTS SWEEPER BEARINGS SHAKER SLING PADS

PBM Supply & Manufacturing Inl:

Quality Agricultural Spray Equipment, Parts and Supplies

S e 1969 www.pbmsprayers.com www.pbmtanksupply.com

-Sprayers- -Tanks- -Liquid Delivery Trailers- -Parts & Accessories-

PBM Supply & Manufacturing is a local agricultural manufacturing company
that specializes in the design and construction of sprayers, tank trailers,
and chemical handling equipment. Give us a call to find a dealer near you.

UTV Sprayers

Parts, Accessories, Repair Kits & More

f ‘ij““"“* PBM Supply & MFG, INC.

Fowler Store
877-688-1334
3732 S. Golden
State Blvd.
Fowler, CA 93625

Teeet > rentar
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California weighs Hollywood tax credit boost after denying one to
farms

California lawmakers are weighing a proposal from Gov. Gavin
Newsom to more than double the state’s $330 million film and
television tax credit to protect jobs in Hollywood. The move
comes just weeks after a state Senate committee rejected a bill that
would have created a more modest tax credit to support strug-
gling farms and farmworkers by reimbursing the cost of overtime
wages. “The Legislature elected to ignore our arguments about
putting more money in the pockets of farmworkers,” said Bryan
Little, chief operating officer of Farm Employers Labor Service
and senior director of policy advocacy at the California Farm
Bureau.

Farmers suspect heat waves is to blame for light cherry crop

California cherry growers are harvesting a lighter crop this year,
with farmers in parts of the state blaming the reduced yield on
the heat wave last summer and poor pollination this spring. San
Joaquin County Agricultural Commissioner Kamal Bagri request-
ed a disaster declaration after estimating the county’s crop was
about 43% less than the five-year average, amounting to roughly
a $100 million loss. Donald Drake, who grows cherries near
Linden, said the quality of his fruit was excellent, but yields were
down 50%. “The fruit I had, I wished I had more of,” Drake said.

Farm Bureau program pairs new farmers with seasoned mentors

Beginning farmers and their more experienced peers are forging
tulfilling partnerships through a year-old mentorship program
run by the California Farm Bureau’s California Bountiful Foun-
dation and supported by state and federal funding. Launched

in spring 2024, the Expanding Our Roots program aims to help
newcomers navigate the complexities of farming and ranching
by giving them access to seasoned pros who can share the knowl-
edge they’ve gained through years of trial and error, said Tyler
Rood, senior project specialist at the foundation and the pro-
gram’s coordinator.

California farmers voice concerns in advocacy effort at state
Capitol

California Farm Bureau members from across the state traveled
to the state Capitol last month to advocate on issues such as the
conservation of farmland and clean water laws, as well as regu-
latory burdens farmers face. “This is one of the most important
things we do,” Chris Reardon, vice president of policy advocacy
at the California Farm Bureau, said of the annual advocacy effort.
“While we have a policy team up here on a regular basis, in all
honesty, the most effective communicators of our issues are the
members themselves.”



Decent almond crop projected despite early alarm about bee losses

Despite concerns earlier this year that there would not be enough bees to polli-
nate the 2025 almond crop, the shortage does not appear to have affected produc-
tion, according to a forecast by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The depart-
ment projected California farmers will harvest 2.8 billion pounds of almonds,
which is less than average but slightly more than last year. “That’s not an excel-
lent crop, but it’s a nice crop,” Mel Machado, chief agricultural officer of Blue
Diamond Growers, a cooperative of almond growers, told host Gary Sack on a
recent episode of the Voice of California Agriculture podcast, which is produced
by the California Farm Bureau. Growers are “cautiously optimistic,” Machado
said.

Lemon growers struggle with supply and market challenges

With peak lemon season winding down in Ventura County —the state’s top pro-
ducer of the citrus fruit—growers say ongoing challenges with low prices make
it hard to earn a profit. While Central Valley growers have been able to produce
quality lemons, those in coastal areas have struggled with unfavorable weather.
“We haven’t been making anything on lemons since the pan-
demic,” said Craig Colton, a Ventura County grower. “Because of
the age of our trees, wind damage and size issues, we can’t get the
fruit quality the packinghouse is asking for.”

California agriculture official highlights priorities

In an exclusive interview with Ag Alert®, California Department
of Food and Agriculture Secretary Karen Ross spoke about chal-
lenges farmers face and her priorities for agriculture in the Golden
State. “It is crucial that we understand where we can help provide
relief or more efficient, effective ways of doing things,” Ross said.
“It’s hugely important for our landscape and our climate goals to
keep people on the land and for families in rural communities to
have a thriving agricultural sector.”

Legislation allowing schools to serve whole milk advances

A bill being considered by U.S. lawmakers would give schools the
option of serving whole and 2% milk. Dairy groups applauded
passage last week of the Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act out of
the U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry.
The bipartisan legislation was already approved by a House com-
mittee. Since 2012, federal school meal rules have allowed only 1%
and fat-free milk to be served in schools, despite those varieties
being less popular in people’s homes. The bill “is about making
informed, science-backed decisions that prioritize the health and
future of our children,” National Milk Producers Federation Presi-
dent and CEO Gregg Doud said.

June 20, 2025 Stanislaus Farm News — 9

Splasher says:
NEvEY

-(209) 667 MILK o WWW.TDR- INC COM

1819 SOUTH WALNUT ROAD, TURLUEK




10 — Stanislaus Farm News June 20, 2025
Strengthening Ties with Farmers in

the U.K.
By: Zippy Duvall, AFBF President

It's no secret that I love visiting farms across
our great country, and last week, I had a
unique opportunity, to get a look at agricul-
ture in the English countryside. I was remind-
ed of how much farmers everywhere have in
common, and every conversation highlighted
how important trade is to farmers on both
sides of “the pond.”

Before heading out to farmland, I had several
meetings in London with U.K. government
officials and farm leaders, as well as with our
U.S. ambassador to the U.K., Warren Ste-
phens. With the U.K. trade deal nearly final,
Ambassador Stephens has hit the ground
running in the short time he’s been in his
post. His first visit, in fact, was from our Sec-
retary of Agriculture Brooke Rollins. We have
already seen what a strong advocate she is
for farmers at home, and it’s no surprise that
she is just as committed in her work for farm-
ers and ranchers abroad as well.

During my visit, I met with U.K. trade ne-
gotiators and U.K. farming minister, Daniel

INVESTING IN
Reliability
To learn how TID is investing in upgrades to existing

substations to improve TID's overall transmission
system reliability, go to TID.org/Investingin.

WATER & POWER

Zeichner. I also met with leaders of farm or-
ganizations, including the leader of the U.K.
National Farmers Union, Tom Bradshaw; Dr.
Phil Hadley, secretary general of the Inter-
national Meat Secretariat; and Phil Stocker,
CEO of the National Sheep Association. In all
these meetings, I shared how eager farmers in
the U.S. are to open trade with the U.K. and
reach customers there. As I told U.K. officials,
we see this as a natural trading relationship
and an opportunity to set “the gold stan-
dard” for trade agreements. Each visit was
warmly received, and I consistently heard
how eager U.K. farmers are for the reciprocal
arrangement for beef, now finalized in the
trade deal. I have no doubt that U.S. beef will
be popular over there as soon as British con-
sumers get a chance to sink their teeth into
American steaks and other products.

I also pressed in on questions that U.S. farm-
ers still have regarding sanitary standards as
the U.K. is working out a deal with the E.U.
to set a “dynamic alignment” on their stan-
dards. These standards, which are often non-
science based, have proven to be a barrier in
the past, and I emphasized the importance of
staying grounded in science. We understand
the U.K. needs open trading relations with
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their nearest neighbors, just as we do with
ours. But we urged them to hold firmly to sci-
ence as they finalize those details.

And because crops everywhere need protec-
tion, we also talked pesticides. I asked them
about the most popular chemical in this
discussion right now, glyphosate, which has
been reauthorized for use in the EU for the
next 10 years. Despite what some discussions
around this topic lately have implied, farm-
ers in the U.K. and the EU rely on many of
the same tools that we do to keep their crops
healthy. In fact, overall, Europe uses more
pesticides than we do in the U.S. according
to the Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO), an international tracking and report-
ing body. It often surprises people to learn
this when much of the current rhetoric im-
plies otherwise.

After meetings in London, we headed out

to the countryside to visit a couple beef and
sheep farms in the Cotswolds. As soon as the
rolling green hills began to pop up outside
the city, I felt at home. The landscape re-
minded me of my own farm, and I found the

See AFBF on page 15
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MJC Pullin’ Pirates Keep Tradi-
tion Alive While Looking
Toward the Future

Since 2008, the Modesto Junior College Pul-
lin” Pirates have provided students with a
hands-on opportunity unlike any other. As
the only junior college in the nation to own
and operate a competitive pull truck, the
Pirates offer a unique blend of mechanical
skill-building, team camaraderie, and lead-
ership development.

The team consists of 20 active members,
all of whom participate in every aspect of
the program. Students are responsible for

-National Award
-Winning Cheeses

I Free Samples & Tours
: Specialty Foods & Gifts
 Picnic & Pond Area
1 Animals to Feed

= 10040 State Hwy 120,

OAKBALE
Cheese & Specialties

building, maintaining, and fabricating parts
for the truck, in addition to driving it at
competitions. The team also handles fund-
raising, marketing, and logistical planning,
giving members well-rounded, real-world
experience.

The Pullin’ Pirates dedicate themselves
year-round, with weekly Tuesday night
meetings and 15 to 25 pulling competitions
each season across the Central Valley. Their
dedication has paid off —they are proud
two-time class champions in the MLM Mo-
torsports Power Pulling Series.

The team runs a Ford 472 engine, and

takes great pride in maintaining high-
performance
standards while

i learning by do-
I ing. But beyond
the engine work
and competitions,
what really drives
the Pullin” Pirates
is the sense of
community and
teamwork.

“The hands-on

g experience we are
allowed to gain

while working
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on the pull truck and the connections we
make,” said team member Serenity Faith
Lopez.

“The community —we have all become a
really tight group and have fun at school
and outside of school,” added Madison Van
Laar.

“Spending quality time with the students,”
noted Todd Conrado, the club’s advisor.

“T love how we are unified and it feels like a
family,” said Larry Azevedo.

“Having a good laugh and turning wrench-
es,” shared Jackson Brooks.

“If you do it yourself, you know it’s done
right,” said Lucas Cardinale, Club Presi-
dent.

“Traveling up and down the Central Val-
ley,” is a favorite aspect for Caden Peterson.

“You are constantly learning new things,
and our supportive team will never leave
you behind,” added Natalia Pereira.

As a nonprofit organization, the Pullin’
Pirates rely entirely on the generosity of
sponsors and community donors. Every
dollar goes toward operating costs like fuel,
repairs, parts, and travel —all essential to
keeping the team on the road and in the
competition.

The team is currently seeking sponsors to
support their efforts for the upcoming sea-
son. Supporting the Pullin” Pirates means
investing in the future of agricultural me-
chanics, welding, and leadership.

To learn more about becoming a sponsor or
to donate, visit:
https://tinyurl.com/M]JCPullinPiratesSpon-
sor

With the help of community support, the
Pullin” Pirates are not only keeping a tradi-
tion alive—they’re also preparing the next
generation of skilled, passionate, and hard-
working professionals.



12 — Stanislaus Farm News June 20, 2025

California Byproduct Usage in
Dairy Rations: A Survey of Dairy
Cattle Nutritionists

Rubia Branco-Lopes and Jennifer Heguy,
University of California Cooperative Ex-
tension

Introduction

California is a leading agricultural state,
producing over 400 commodities, many

of which generate byproducts that can be
used as feed for dairy cattle. Stanislaus
County, with strong almond and dairy
industries, is an example of this integra-
tion: almond hulls, a byproduct of almond
processing, are routinely fed to dairy cows.
Byproducts have become an essential part
of dairy rations, offering cost-effective

feed solutions while enhancing the State’s
sustainability practices. However, little re-
search has been done to quantify the extent
of byproduct use in California dairy farms.
Given the increasing regulations on water
usage, byproducts may play an even more
critical role in feeding dairy cattle in the
coming years. This survey aimed to identify
commonly used byproducts, estimate the
proportion of dairy rations made up of by-
products, and assess trends

Southern California (6.9%).
Commonly Used Byproducts

A total of 58 byproducts were reported as
being used in dairy rations; the most com-
monly utilized are described in Table 1.

See below.

Almond hulls were the most frequently
cited byproduct used as a forage replace-
ment in lactating cow rations, reported by
88.5% of responding nutritionists. When
used as concentrate replacements, citrus
byproducts (30.8%) were the most fre-
quently mentioned. A 2012 survey of Cali-
fornia dairy farms found that almond hulls
were included in lactating cow diets at an
average of three pounds per cow per day.
A more recent survey (conducted in 2022)
reported increased almond hull utiliza-
tion, averaging five pounds per cow per
day. As California produces nearly 80%

of the world’s almonds, an abundant sup-
ply of almond hulls is available for dairy
rations. Their moderate neutral detergent
fiber (NDF) content and highly fermentable
carbohydrates make them suitable as re-
placements for both forages

California accounts for 79% of total U.S. cit-
rus production, ensuring a steady supply of
citrus byproducts. Rich in pectin and sug-
ars, citrus byproducts serve as substitute
for traditional high-energy concentrates.

Byproduct Inclusion Rates in Dairy Rations

In this study, the weighted, average by-
product inclusion rate in California lactat-
ing cow rations was estimated at 40.9%

on a dry matter (DM) basis. This estimate
was calculated by weighting nutritionists’
reported average DM byproduct inclusion
rates with the number of lactating cows
they served. For comparison, 2021 work
estimated a national average of 32% inclu-
sion for lactating dairy diets. The higher
byproduct inclusion rates observed in
California likely reflect the state’s abundant
supply of agricultural byproducts.

The inclusion rate of byproducts in dairy
rations varied widely as follows:

d Lactating cows: 10-80% (average:
39.8%, not weighted by cow numbers)
. Dry cows: 5-80% (average: 35.4%)

See Dairy on page 14

in their usage.

Survey Respondents

In March 2022, an electronic
survey was sent to 61 nutri-

tionists across the state. We
received 26 returned sur-

veys (46% response rate).

Respondents provided
services to 498 dairy farms,

representing approximately
936,700 milking cows. These

farms accounted for 44.5%
of all California dairies,

providing a comprehensive
assessment of byproduct

usage in dairy rations.
Most herds were in the San

Joaquin Valley (87.6%), with
smaller numbers in North-

and concentrates. Similarly,

Byproduct Number of
Nutritionists
Utilizing (n = 26)

Almond Hulls 25

Whole Cotton- 25

seed

Canola Pellets 24

Soybean Meal 24

Dry Distiller’s 23

Grains

Wheat Straw 22

Wheat Midds/ 21

Millrun

Corn Gluten Feed | 20

Molasses 20

ern California (5.5%) and
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From Dairy on page 12

J Heifers: 5-80% (average: 36.0%)
Trends in Byproduct Usage

Over the previous five years, most nutritionists (68%) reported an
increase in byproduct usage. A smaller proportion reported de-
creased (12%) or unchanged (20%) usage. Looking ahead, 80% of
nutritionists anticipate further increases in byproduct use, while
12% predict a decrease and 8% foresee no change.

Implications for Dairy Industry

The extensive use of byproducts in California dairy rations pro-
vides numerous benefits:

. Cost-effective: Byproducts offer an economical alternative
to traditional feed ingredients.
. Flexibility in diet formulation: Nutritionists can adjust ra-

tions based on the availability and price of byproducts.

J Sustainability: Feeding byproducts reduces landfill waste
and water consumption.

. Demonstrating Sustainability to Consumers and Leg-
islators: As environmental concerns and regulatory pressures
increase, it is essential for the dairy industry to highlight its sus-
tainable feeding practices. By incorporating byproducts, dairies
contribute to a circular economy, repurposing agricultural resi-
dues into valuable feed sources. Effectively communicating these
efforts to consumers and policymakers can strengthen support for
the industry.

Conclusions

The results of this survey confirm that byproducts are a key com-
ponent of California dairy rations, with an average inclusion rate
of 40.9%. The large range of byproduct feeding rates for lactating
rations (0-80% DM) may indicate an opportunity to increase by-
product inclusion rates in California dairy rations on some farms.
Overall, the consumption of byproducts benefits not only the
dairy industry, but those industries that produce the byproducts.
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From AFBF on page 10

hospitality of the farmers I met just as
warm as back home too. The farmers
I met shared some familiar concerns
with me. I heard about how hard it
is for farmers in the U.K. to get the
next generation on the farm, and even
more so now with recent changes to
their inheritance tax, like the estate
tax in the U.S. Just as we are seeing
in the U.S., most farmers are nearing
retirement age in the U.K,, and it’s
getting harder to convince the next
generation to come back to the farm,
especially as sons and daughters

see the challenges their parents face
working to get by on the farm. Farm-
ers also spoke of challenges finding
enough labor, and we discussed the
uncertainty of weather as they have
been facing an especially dry few
weeks, leaving less grass than usual
for their grazing livestock. As I was
leaving to return home, the rain be-
gan falling, hopefully bringing relief.

Another area of common ground
that we discussed is the importance
of sustainability on the farm and the
role that livestock play in restoring
the soil. David Barton showed me
where his cattle graze and how they
have been critical in bringing back
native grasses and beautiful wild-
flowers, including a rare orchid, on
his farmland. At the Miserden Estate,
Nicholas Wills showed me his sheep
and cattle, and the new facility they
have on the farm to dry wood chips
to provide clean energy for the vil-
lage. What a great example of in-
novation and bringing agricultural
solutions to serve local communities!
Both farms are outstanding examples
of caring for their land and animals,
and reminded me so much of the
same care and commitment of farm-
ers across the U.S.

Farmers truly share a bond, no matter
where we live or what we grow and
raise. I look forward to strengthen-
ing that bond with farmers across the
pond, with our new trade deal.
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See you at the Stanislaus County Fair!

Our UC Master Gardener volunteers will be at the fair this year
from July 11-20, 2026. Stop by our table inside the Floriculture
Building located just inside the fairgrounds near the Arch gate off
900 North Broadway in Turlock.

Pick up a free packet of squash seeds

We are giving away “Black Beauty” squash seed packets. By July,
spring planted squash plants may be starting to lose steam or have
problems with squash bugs. Plant these seeds in another location
and be rewarded with squash in less than two months!

Interested in Becoming a UC Master Gardener?
Talk to one of our friendly volunteers to learn about how to apply

for the 2026 UC Master Gardener Program. Applications are avail-
able June 1- August 31 on our website. https://ucanr.edu/site/ucce-
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Free Composting Classes at the Fair!

Learn how to turn your garden waste into brown “gold” to use in
vegetable gardens and flower beds. Take one of our free classes on:

Saturday July 12 at 6pm
Wednesday July 16 at 6 p.m.

Have a Pest Problem?

Stop by our table and pick up our Quick Tips cards in English or
Spanish on topics like ants, mosquitoes, gophers, cockroaches, and
more! Ask a Master Gardener your questions about gardening or
pests — we're happy to help! Learn more about the fair at: stanco-
fair.com
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Farm employees are not just workers—they families across the country.

are partners in this industry,” said Bryan
Little, senior director of policy advocacy at
the California Farm Bureau. “The current
approach to federal immigration enforce-
ment is having a disruptive effect on Cali-
fornia’s rural communities and the farmers,
ranchers, workers and families who live
and work there.”

Without these employees, he said, crops
would go unharvested, rural businesses
would suffer and food prices could rise for
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“If federal immigration enforcement ac-
tivities continue in this direction, it will
become increasingly difficult to produce
food, process it and get it onto grocery store
shelves,” Little said. “A stable and reliable
workforce is crucial to maintaining the na-
tion’s food security.”

He added that California Farm Bureau is
encouraged that the president has signaled
the need for more discrete and circumspect
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action to reduce disruption of farming op-
erations.
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State Affairs -

NRCS Extends Livestock Wolf Deterrence
and Management Assistance Funding

The USDA Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) in California announced to-
day an extension to sign up for the California
Livestock-Predator Interaction Management
Initiative.

Applications are currently being accepted
through Friday, June 13, 2025. The extended
ranking deadline is now Friday, June 27,
2025. California has 16 counties eligible for
the sign up, including Butte, Del Norte,
Fresno, Humboldt, Lassen, Mendocino, Mo-
doc, Nevada, Placer, Plumas, Shasta, Sierra,
Siskiyou, Tehama, Trinity, and Tulare. More
information and to apply, visit the NRCS
website or visit your local service center.

The California Livestock-Predator Interaction
Management Initiative supports California's
forest and rangeland producers in managing
predator interactions, especially with wolves
using non- lethal strategies. It aims to reduce

conflict, maintain habitat connectivity, and
sustain agricultural productivity across 16
Northern and Central California counties.
The goals of the initiative are to assist affected
landowners to implement practices available
to NRCS in California, to reduce financial
and social burdens caused by wolf-livestock
interactions. Staff Contact: Steven Fenaroli;
sfenaroli@ctbf.com

Fair Plan Update

The Assembly Committee on Insurance held
an oversight hearing regarding the Fair Plan.
As you may recall, Farm Bureau sponsored
legislation regarding the Fair Plan two years
ago SB 505, authored by Senator Susan Ru-
bio-which created a commercial policy clear-
inghouse to help depopulate Fair Plan poli-
cies. The focus of the hearing was testimony
from the Fair Plan’s President Victoria Roach
and the challenges faced by the Fair Plan due
to unprecedented policy growth. Ms. Roach
shared that the Fair Plan has grown to over
450,000 policies with more than
$600 billion in liability exposure. Over the
past year, most of that growth has occurred
outside of high
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eas. Suburban community non-renewals are
growing at the fastest rate, making up 40% of
new Fair Plan policies.

Assemblymembers asked how the Fair Plan
expects to be able to depopulate the number
of policies. Ms. Roach would not comment
on the actions that admitted market insurers
will take in response to the Department of
Insurance’s strategy to restore market com-
petition. However, she noted that sometimes,
the Fair Plan combined with a difference-in-
conditions policy can cost less than an admit-
ted market policy. This suggests consumers
are choosing the Fair Plan based on cost and
likely, the Fair Plan costs in those areas need
to be increased to disincentivize that. Over-
all, the growth in suburban Fair Plan policies
may indicate a slow path for policies in more
rural areas to return to the admitted market
through depopulation mechanisms-unless
insurers can bring lower-risk suburban poli-
cies into the admitted market and have those
count towards Fair Plan depopulation goals.
Staff: Peter Ansel; pansel@cfbf.com

SB 444 Moves Forward

SB 444, authored by Senator Melissa Hurtado
(D Bakersfield)
and sponsored
by the California

Farm Bureau,
passed from the
Senate Appropri-
ations Suspense
file and is now
on the Senate
Floor Consent
Calendar. This
means the bill
enjoys biparti-
san and unani-
mous support.
SB 444 draws a
clear connection
between locally
grown and raised
healthy foods
and their impor-
tant role in nutri-
tion and public
health. Staff:

See Affairs on
page 22
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Peter Ansel; pansel@cfbf.com

AB 1156 Advances Without Fiscal Account-
ability or Key Amendments

AB 1156, authored by Assemblymember
Buffy Wicks (D Oakland) passed from the
Assembly Committee on Appropriations
Suspense File - despite a similar bill by As-
semblymember Arambula (AB 2528), having
previously been held under submission. AB
1156 allows for the cancellation of a William-
son Act contract in favor of a solar use ease-
ment without requiring the landowner meet-
ing their contractual obligation to make an
early contract cancellation payment. The bill
benefited from a favorable Appropriations
Committee analysis that did not specify a cost
to implement the bill, despite an analysis last
year projecting a multi-million-dollar impact
to the General Fund. During a budget crisis
year, bills that carry unappropriated, unbud-
geted costs typically held

operated fleets nor against any manufactur-
ers or dealerships. It is worth noting that
they followed the notice by saying “Because
CARB is committed to reducing air pollution
to protect public health, we encourage af-
fected industries to continue reducing their
emissions and we look forward to contin-
ued partnership in these efforts. CARB staff
encourages all manufacturers and fleets to
voluntarily report in the meantime. Zero-
Emission Forklifts (ZEFs) are already widely
used and often provide fuel and maintenance
cost savings compared to tradition spark-ig-
nition forklifts.” Staff Contact: Steven Fen-
aroli; sfenaroli@cfbf.com

$21 Million Boost to Screwworm Eradication
Effort

In an ongoing partner-
ship with Mexico to
combat the New World
Screwworm (NWS),
Secretary Rollins an-

in Appropriations Com-
mittee. Unfortunately,
that did not occur in this
case, and so AB 1156
moves to the Assem-
bly floor. Farm Bureau
offered amendments

to improve the bill by
clearly defining “insuf-
ficient water supply”
and avoiding the nega-
tive fiscal impact to the
General Fund. However,
Assemblymember Wicks
rejected those amend-
ments and Farm Bureau
remains opposed unless
amended. Staff: Peter
Ansel; pansel@cfbf.com

Advanced Clean Fleet/
Zero Emission Forklift

CARB has acknowledged
that because they never
received authorization
for the zero-emission
forklift rule, which was
passed in Fall 2024, that
they will not be enforc-
ing the regulation on

any privately-owned or
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nounced the USDA is investing $21 million
to renovate an existing fruit fly production
facility in Metapa, Mexico to further the long-
term goal of eradicating this insect. When
operational, this facility will produce 60-100
million additional sterile NWS flies weekly to
push the population further south in Mexico.
Given the geographic spread of NWS, this
additional production capacity will be critical
to our response. Staff Contact: Steven Fen-
aroli; sfenaroli@cfbf.com

AB 491 - California Global Warming Solu-
tions Act of 2006: climate goals: natural and
working lands

See Affairs on page 24
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Milk, Cheese, Yogurt: The
Road to Health

Honoring Education, Innovation, and
Community During National Dairy Month

By Destiny Reyes, SCFB Intern

Every June, National Dairy Month gives us
the opportunity to celebrate one of agricul-
ture’s most essential industries. It’s a time
to reflect not only on the nutritious dairy
products we enjoy every day —but also on
the people, innovations, and education that
keep the dairy industry strong and sustain-
able.

As we honor this month, it's important to

recognize that the impact of dairy goes
far beyond the table. From the farm to the
classroom to the processing plant, dairy
continues to shape lives and support com-
munities across the country.

According to Denise Skidmore, Director of
Education and Public Relations at Hilmar
Cheese Company, dairy education has
played a vital role in connecting people —
especially youth—to agriculture. In a recent
interview, she shared how hands-on learn-
ing and transparent food production have
become key tools in educating the public
and sparking curiosity.

At Hilmar Cheese's Visitor Center, guests
can engage with interactive exhibits that

demonstrate what modern dairy
farming looks like, how cows are
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sustainability practices like water
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recycling. The center offers a window into
the real-world process of cheese-making,
giving visitors a unique and personal view
of the hard work behind each product.

Another creative addition is their "AgX-
cape" game, an escape room-style activity
where participants solve dairy-related chal-
lenges. Held every Saturday at 12:30 p.m.,
the game is designed for team-building
and family fun—combining education with
entertainment in an unforgettable way.

National Dairy Month also serves as a
reminder of the essential role dairy plays in
our daily health and nutrition. Milk, cheese,
and yogurt provide important nutrients
like calcium, protein, and vitamin D, which
contribute to strong bones, healthy growth,
and overall wellness.

Beyond its nutritional value, dairy sup-
ports local economies, employs

WATERFORD
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thousands of workers, and
fosters a connection between
communities and the land. This
is especially evident at places
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recently expanded into Dodge
City, Kansas, helping supply
high-quality products across
the nation while maintaining a
deep commitment to education
and sustainability.

So, whether you enjoy dairy for
its health benefits, culinary ver-
satility, or connection to rural
America, this June is the perfect
time to celebrate it all. Visit
your local dairy producers,
stop by the Hilmar Cheese Visi-
tor Center for a tour or lunch,
and take a moment to appreci-
ate the journey of dairy —from
the farm to your fridge.

After all, milk, cheese and yo-
gurt aren’t just staples—they’re
symbols of a healthier, more
informed future.
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AB 491, authored by Assemblymember Con-
nolly, was held on the Assembly Appropria-
tions Suspense File last Friday and became

a two-year bill. This bill aimed to codify the
nature-based solutions (NBS) climate targets
established in April 2024 by the California
Natural Resources Agency pursuant to AB
1757 (2022, C. Garcia). While Farm Bureau

is supportive of many of the targets in the
NBS document, including targets to conserve
a specified number of acres of annual and
perennial croplands per year by 2045, and

to implement specified acreage amounts of
beneficial fire and fuel reduction activities
per year by 2045, other targets are discom-
forting, specifically one to convert 20 percent
of the state's conventional farming systems to
organic systems by 2045. Farm Bureau staff
conveyed multiple concerns to the author’s
office and to various members of the Legisla-
ture, highlighting that many factors control
the scale and pace at which climate smart
practices are adopted on-farm or ranch, com-
plicating the ability to achieve climate targets
established at a single point in time. Fur-
thermore, staff communicated that increased
organic acreage should be market driven, as
opposed to statutorily requiring a percentage
of farms to transition to organic. Staff Con-
tact: Richard Filgas; rfilgas@cfbf.com

Federal Affairs -
House Passes Reconciliation Package

On May 22nd, the House passed what is now
known as the “One Big Beautiful Bill Act”
(H.R. 1)— a large reconciliation package that
would extend tax cuts from the Tax Cuts

and Jobs Act, make significant reforms to the
SNAP program, and pass several provisions
that would otherwise be included in a tradi-
tional Farm Bill (among many other pieces as
well). In the Senate, lawmakers are looking
to remove significant pieces of the legislation,
many of whom believe will include those
farm-related programmatic changes. To pass
through what is known as the “Byrd Bath,”
lawmakers will need to be particular on
what pieces remain in the bill or not, many of
which have been argued to exceed the au-
thority of what reconciliation bills typically
allow. This method of legislation requires
only a simple majority in the Senate to pass,
meaning Republicans can effectively work on

the bill by themselves due to their majority.
We will continue to update members as their
version takes shape. Staff Contact: Matthew
Viohl, mviohl@cfbf.com

MAHA Commission Releases Initial Report

The Make America Healthy Again (MAHA)
Commission, spearheaded by Health and
Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy
Jr., released a wide-ranging report two weeks
ago on their initial assessment of what they
consider a childhood chronic disease crisis.
The long-awaited report covered a number of
items, but largely focused on several areas of
concern, including: the prevalence of “ultra-
processed foods,” overmedication, lifestyle
changes, and potential exposure to dangerous
chemicals. While often citing healthy fruits
and vegetables from the agricultural indus-
try as a method for combating some of these
challenges, the report also listed pesticides

as a major area of concern that needs farther

assessment on the overall health impacts to
children.

Several organizations in the agricultural com-
munity pushed back on this messaging, argu-
ing that many of the most commonly used
pesticides have been studied, tested, and
approved as safe for
decades. Calling into
question some of

the report’s valid-
ity are recent stories
showing that several
of the sources were
either improperly
cited or do not actu-
ally exist, suggesting
that perhaps artifi-
cial intelligence was
used in the gather-
ing of data. The
White House said

a corrected version
is being updated to
account for minor
oversights. In addi-
tion, the Commis-
sion is supposed to
issue a more formal
set of recommenda-
tions in the next 100
days, but it is largely
encouraging new
studies to determine
the accuracy of

some of these claims. Central to many of their
arguments are what they see as corporate
and industry influence of previous studies,
suggesting that their influence has clouded
the validity of long-held industry standards.
While the Commission did say it will be
working closely with public and private part-
ners, no agricultural organizations were con-
sulted in its preparation of the report. Staff
Contact: Matthew Viohl, mviohl@cfbf.com

USDA to Spend $200 Million in Support of
Timber Production

Last week, the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) announced it would allocate
$200 million to boost domestic timber pro-
duction. This funding follows a March Ex-
ecutive Order from the White House direct-
ing USDA to implement a streamlined plan
aimed at increasing timber supply for both
energy use and forest health. As a result, tim-
ber harvesting on federal lands is expected to
rise by approximately 25% by 2028. For years,
regulatory hurdles have hampered the tim-
ber industryand delayed wildfire mitigation
efforts on or near federal lands. Staff Contact:
Matthew Viohl, mviohl@cfbf.com
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CAFB Joins in Support of Dairy Workforce
Letter

Earlier this month, several Farm Bureaus—in-
cluding the California Farm Bureau—joined
others from the nation’s largest dairy states
in submitting a letter to the Chairmen of the
House and Senate Judiciary Committees. The
letter urged Congressional action to expand
the H-2A visa program to allow year-round
employment eligibility.

This change would open the program to the
dairy industry, which is currently excluded
due to the non-seasonal nature of dairy
work. (H-2A visas are currently limited to
temporary, seasonal jobs.) The lack of access
for dairy employers —despite ongoing labor
shortages—has been a major barrier to previ-
ous attempts at comprehensive agricultural
labor reform in Congress. The H-2A program
is in serious need of reform, including—but
not limited to—allowing year-round posi-
tions. Staff Contact: Matthew Viohl; mviohl@
cfbf.com

Member Grant Opportunity: LAMP & SCB-
GP Funding

Summer’s bounty is bursting with peaches, plums, nectarines—and we know there’s more to your farm than

MODESTO

USDA has opened up $100 million in grant
opportunities for a series of programs that
members are encouraged to consider. This in-
cludes the Local Agriculture Market Program
(LAMP)—which has three separate compo-
nents: the Local Food Promotion Program,
the Regional Food System Partnerships, and
the Farmers Market Promotion Program.
More on each can be found here, but please
keep in mind most applications are due by
June 27th. In addition, roughly $73 million

of those funds will go towards the Specialty
Crop Block Grant Program (SCBGP), al-
though those funds are diverted through
state agencies, with more information expect-
ed to come through CDFA later this summer.
Staff Contact: Erin Huston, ehuston@cfbf.com
Legal Battle Over Tariffs Takes Shape

While the trade front has been relatively
quiet in recent weeks—following a reduc-
tion in retaliatory tariffs between the U.S. and
China—it has returned to the spotlight amid
legal challenges questioning the President’s
authority to impose the original tariffs. At

the center of these cases is the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA),
which grants the President expanded eco-
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nomic authority during declared national
emergencies. The White House has argued
that the U.S. trade deficit constitutes such
an emergency, justifying the imposition of
tariffs. Although the Constitution grants
Congress the power over trade policy, that
authority has gradually shifted toward the
Executive Branch. Opponents argue that the
White House exceeded its authority under
IEEPA, and have brought forward multiple
lawsuits challenging the tariffs.

Last week, a panel from the U.S. Court of
International Trade ruled the President over-
stepped his legal authority and ordered the
tariffs to end within 10 days. Meanwhile, a
federal court in D.C. issued a narrower pre-
liminary injunction to halt the tariffs within
two weeks. However, by the end of the week,
an appeals court reversed the first ruling and
granted two weeks for both sides to present
further arguments. It remains unclear wheth-
er these legal challenges will ultimately curb
or reinforce the administration’s trade pow-
ers, but many expect the issue to be resolved
by the U.S. Supreme Court. Staff Contact:
Matthew Viohl; mviohl@cfbf.com
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Celebrating 40 Years of Cows,
Community and Commitment at
MJC’s Dairy Heifer Sale

By Vicky Boyd, SCFB

Whether in marriage, business or farming,
40 years of success is a long time and some-
thing to celebrate. Modesto Junior College’s
dairy heifer replacement sale is doing just
that at its Oct. 18 biennial auction as it rec-
ognizes four decades of achievements.

“This is 40 years, which is huge,” said
M]JC Dairy Science Professor Nicole Mor-
ris. “This isn't just my sale, this is all of our
sale. I don't want it to be my anniversary, I
want it to be all of our anniversary.

“There's 40 years of alumni, there's 40 years
of the (dairy science) professors, there's 40
years of the program. What I'm envision-
ing is an informal reunion of the MJC Dairy
Science Program.”

She and the three previous dairy science
professors who have been involved in the
heifer replacement sale were quick to credit
the generosity of local dairy producers for
the program’s continued success.

“This program thrives on community sup-
port and tradition,” Morris said. “I think
the community support and the tradition

built through this program are what keep
people coming back.”

Hal Carlton, a retired MJC dairy science
professor who started the heifer replace-
ment sale, agreed.

“If you don't involve the community,
you're sitting here by yourself,” he said. “If
we didn't have that support, this program
wouldn't be here; it would probably be
dead.”

COMMUNITY STEPS UP

It was that same community involvement
that drove development of the inaugural
dairy heifer replacement sale nearly 40
years ago. Carlton and his Dairy Advisory
Committee wanted to provide students
with more hands-on experience. Back then,
the Dairy Science Program was a fraction of
the size it is today.

They contacted Stanislaus, Merced and

San Joaquin county dairy producers about
donating yearlings that students could
halter break, care for, groom and show. The
animals also could be used in 4-H and FFA
dairy judging contests as well as in dairy
classes.

Once the heifers were bred, they'd be sold
at the dairy heifer replacement sale, with
proceeds going toward the MJC Dairy Sci-
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ence Program, dairy judging team travel
expenses and annual student scholarships.
When Carlton retired in 1997, Mark An-
glin — whom Carlton had met through
FFA dairy judging contests and recruited
— took over the MJC program. But Anglin
said the dairy community's support didn't
wane.

“That was all because Hal had laid the
foundation,” he said.

Bill Hobby, who was hired as a dairy sci-
ence professor after Anglin became ag
department dean in 2002, said keeping the
program going wasn’t as easy as it looked.
“There's a lot of work behind the scenes,”
he said. “You have to maintain the contacts
that were there and involve new ones. You
work with the Dairy Advisory Committee,
follow up and make sure everything repre-
sents the dairymen.”

During the sale's 40-year history, the num-
ber of animals sold each time has ranged
from about 35 to as high as 50. The event
also typically included a bull or two. If they
didn't meet their target of 40 head over-

all, event organizers would secure a few
springers, or young heifers, that kids could
raise as replacements.

THE MOVE TO BIENNIAL

See MJC 40 on page 28
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Photo courtesy Bill Hobby

Retired M]C Dairy Science Professor Bill Hobby (left) and his students at a dairy
show. Hobby retired in 2020 and moved to Iowa to help manage the family farm.
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Initially, Carlton said, they conducted the
sale annually. But trying to get the animals
halter ready and also bred in about nine
months was too much to handle, so the
event quickly pivoted to every other year.

A fourth-generation dairy producer, Mor-
ris said she remembered attending the MJC
sale as a youngster with her father, who
owns Manuel and Jeannette Borges Dairy
near Stockton. Even before she and her
siblings attended college, Morris said her
father donated heifers to the program.

In fact, she, Carlton and Anglin figured
that many of the heifers that will be sold

in October are from dairies that donated to
the inaugural sale in 1985. And many have
continued to do so throughout the ups and
downs of the dairy industry.

“It doesn't matter — they'll come support
the sales. That's what's so amazing,” Anglin
said. As he, Carlton and Morris chatted at
the MJC West dairy facility recently, they
recognized the names of long-time support-
ing dairies on the ear tags of donated heif-
ers.

Hobby also noted that the donated heif-
ers typically were top quality. “They gave
us the very best animals,” he said. “That's
what made the program solid.”

In addition, he

said producers
frequently would
donate an animal
and then either buy
the same one back
at the sale or buy a
different one. In es-
sence, the producer
was doubling his
or her contribution
to the program.

Over the years, the
heifer replacement
sale has evolved
to where heifer
donors can desig-

nate whether they want a portion of their
animal's sale proceeds to go to support the
dairy judging team or to the Hal Carlton
Scholarship fund. The bulk of the funds
generated go toward the general Dairy Sci-
ence Program.

The scholarship fund currently has more
than $115,000 in it, and Morris said she
typically awards five to seven scholarships
annually for a total of $3,500 to $4,000. This
keeps the principle intact and just disperses
the interest.

MJC DAIRY PROGRAM FLOURISHES

The MJC program also has grown and of-
fers the only junior college dairy science
major in the state and likely one of only

a few, if that, nationally. That's not to say
that some junior colleges don't offer a dairy
class, because they do. But Anglin said it's
typically just an introductory one.

Having animals available for MJC students
to gain hands-on experience has taken

on even more importance with changing
demographics and the addition of new
programs, Morris said. She took over the
M]C Dairy Science Program in 2020 when
Hobby retired.

“It gives hands-on experience to
kids that have zero dairy back-
ground,” Morris said, adding that

Solasher says:
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only five of the 25 students in her recent
dairy industry/dairy science class had dairy
experience.

The college also added the popular artificial
insemination technician certificate program
under Carlton's tenure, and the heifers are
part of that.

In addition, the college more recently ad-
opted sex-sorted semen, with all of the heif-
ers for the upcoming sale being bred using
that technology, she said.

OCT. 18 ANNIVERSARY SALE
SCHEDULE

A heifer preview will be held at 11 a.m.,
followed by a sponsored lunch at noon. At
1 p.m., event organizers will hold a short
program recognizing teachers, alumni and
40 years' of achievements before moving
into the sale. Already, more than 50 alumni
have responded to a request for informa-
tion about their “MJC dairy journey.”

“We want this to be more than just a sale,”
Morris said. All of this will occur at the Col-
lege Ag Pavilion on the MJC West campus
in Modesto.
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W \/€BSTTE BESIGN : o 50 Acres of Farmland Available —
) ol z ¢ Sharecrop Opportunity (Vernalis, CA)

We've got 50 acres of clean, flat farm-
land available in Vernalis, California,
right across the road from our com-
post facility. It was previously used
for almonds, but the orchard has been
removed and the ground is ready to
prep for farming. We're open to sug-
gestions on what to plant.
Water is available on site, and the land
needs to be prepped for planting.
We're looking for a dependable farmer
interested in a sharecropping deal
f Di it al —no monthly rent, just a fair split of
S z. 9.* M 2 t' the pro.ﬁts. You bring.the work and

" Search Engine Optimization (SEO) T arKe |ng experience; we provide the land.

Let's turn your online presence into a customer magnet. ./ Digital Paid Marketin “"\W’ dIf y(.)lu re mtere;t.ed ;){r wantéo talkl
Book your free strategy call today. 9 9 etalls, contact 1im Hester, Genera

DIGITAL CONSULTANT

HELPING LOCAL BUSINESSES CONNECT WITH LOCAL FAMILIES

Digital Marketing

We're more than a marketing company we're your local
digital growth partner. If your website isn't bringing in leads
or your business isn't showing up online, and you're losing
customers. We can fix that.

e
Website Design /ﬁg/:?‘
From websites and SEO to ads and online visibility, we create ./ social Media Posting : -

affordable, results-driven solutions tailored to your goals.

“ Al Virtual Assistant services Manager at Recology Blossom Valley
Organics North, at

) www.sisbroinnovation.com (% (800) 291-9102 or (719) 237-9155 ) info@sisbroinnovation.com thester@recology.com

Any industry member is
ABC Committees: e ——— welcome to attend ABC
committees, working groups
and Board meetings without
being a voting member. Go
to Almonds.com/Events to
learn more, or scan the QR
code to apply to serveon a
committee or workgroup.
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A NUTRITION AND
3
“JL NG FIRM

We are the world’s premier dairy nutrition and management consulting
firm. Our mission is to create the most efficient and profitable dairy
producers in the world. As we develop programs that navigate our clients
to their business goals, we lay the foundation for long-term performance
and success. Our success is measured by the success of our clients. We
use science, innovation, creativity, and tenacity to advance the progress
of the dairy producers we partner with around the world.
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PROGRESSIVE DAIRY ..
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WWW.PROGRESSIVEDAIRYSOLUTIONS.COM 120 S. SIERRA AVE, OAKDALE, CA




