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Agriculture Employment Policy

On March 14, the Assembly Labor and Em-
ployment Committee passed AB 2011, legis-
lation offered by Assemblymember Rebecca
Bauer-Kahan (D Orinda), making perma-
nent a small employer family leave media-
tion program created by 2020 budget trailer
bill AB 1867. Expanded to bereavement
leave in 2021, the program administered by
the California Civil Rights Department is
set to sunset in 2025. The regulations gov-
erning CFRA are lengthy and complex and
small employers do not have the means

to hire human resources professionals or
counsel to advise them on the details. The
private right of action in CFRA means any
mistake exposes small businesses to law-
suits that could quickly put them out of
business. Since its inception, the program
has been successful. More than half of the
mediated cases have resulted in settle-
ment with hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars going directly to workers rather than
plaintiffs” attorneys. The Labor Committee
passed AB 2011 (7-0 ) and referred it to the
Assembly Judiciary Committee. Farm Bu-
reau supports AB 2011. Staff: Bryan Little,
blittle@cfbf.com

Air Quality

A broad coalition of agricultural groups
including California Farm Bureau request-
ed a meeting with Governor Gavin New-
som asking to discuss CARB’s rulemaking
around the transition to meet its electrifi-
cation and climate goals. Click here. Staff:
Steven Fenaroli, sfenaroli@cfbf.com

On March 5, CARB held a webinar on
Advanced Clean Fleet. They reiterated
that they would not enforce ACF provi-
sions until the EPA approves their Clean
Air waiver under TRUCR. However, fleets
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must be registered with TRUCR. To view
the recording, click here. There is funding
available for Zero-Emission Class 8 Trucks
under the Volkswagen Settlement. For
more information, click here. Staff: Steven
Fenaroli, sfenaroli@cfbf.com

There is funding available for Zero-Emis-
sion Class 8 Trucks under the Volkswagen
Settlement. For more information, click
here. Staff: Steven Fenaroli, sfenaroli@cfbf.com

Animal Health & Welfare

WOLF COMPENSATION PROGRAM
Assembly Members throughout Califor-
nia have sent a budget request letter to
Natural Resources Budget Subcommittee
Chair Steve Bennett (D-Ventura) seeking $3
million for continued funding of the Wolf
Compensation Program. Legislators also
sent a budget funding letter to Governor
Gavin Newsom requesting continued $3
million in continued funding for the Wolf
Compensation Funding program. The state
budget is in an estimated $73 billion deficit
and funding at all levels will be challeng-
ing. The Governor will release a May revise
of his budget proposals and legislators will
counter with their proposals. Funding for
the program ran out in January 2024. Staff:
Steven Fenaroli, sfenaroli@cfbf.com

Dairy

A number of environmental groups have
filed suits with the California Energy Com-
mission regarding dairy digesters . Click
here. Staff: Steven Fenaroli, sfenaroli@cfbf.
com

There have begun to be challenges at the
county level when it comes to dairy ex-
pansions and permitting. Challenges have
focused on water quality impact, air qual-
ity impacts, methane/GHG increases, and

water supply considerations. If you have
experience with this, or know about it,
please get in touch. Staff: Steven Fenaroli,
sfenaroli@cfbf.com

On March 26, The California Dairy
Sustainability Summit is occurring in Da-
vis, CA. Registration is required can be
done at the link listed. Staff: Steven Fenaro-
li, sfenaroli@cfbf.com

The February newsletter from the Central
Valley Dairy Representative Monitoring
Program is linked here. A heavy focus will
continue to be on nitrate monitoring and
the Nitrate Control Program. Staff: Steven
Fenaroli, sfenaroli@cfbf.com

Insurance

FAIR PLAN OVERSIGHT HEARING

This week, the Assembly Committee on
Insurance held an oversight hearing regard-
ing the California Fair Plan. The hearing
provided an update on the state of the Fair
Plan, the incredible policy growth rate for
both residential and commercial proper-
ties, and the unsustainable risk that the Fair
Plan carries. Some notable facts: February
2024 saw a record 15,000 new Fair Plan
policies written for just one month. As of
December 31, 2023, the Fair Plan has over
$300 billion in claims exposure, growing

by tens of billions of dollars monthly with
the pace of new policies. The Fair Plan has
under $1 billion in cash available to meet
potential claims, meaning that even small
wildfire events could push the Fair Plan
into insolvency.

California Farm Bureau provided public
comments at the hearing’s conclusion, shar-
ing the impact that insurance unavailability

See "REVIEW"” on page 4
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and costs have on farmers and ranchers and
calling on Assembly members to look at the
current state budget closely to ensure that
wildfire fuels mitigation funding remains
100% intact, and to find more funds to do
even more mitigation. To view the over-
sight hearing, click here. Staff: Peter Ansel;
pansel@cfbf.com

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF IN-
SURANCE CATASTROPHE MODELING
REGULATIONS

The California Department of Insurance
announced this week that it will be holding
a public hearing on April 23, 2024 regard-
ing its regulatory amendments to property
insurance modeling. As part of CDI’s ef-
forts this year to restore competition to

the admitted insurance marketplace, CDI
agreed that insurers should be allowed to
use forward looking models in developing
their rate plans.

Today in California, insurers use only
historical data. Catastrophe modeling looks
at future claims risks. Prop
103 requires insurers to
show the details of their rat-
ing plans, so a key to CDI’s
new regulations will be
meeting the transparency
requirements of Prop 103
while allowing insurance
companies to use propri-
etary algorithms in creating
these models.

Additionally, since insurers
began requesting the use

of catastrophe modeling in
their rate plans, Farm Bu-
reau has been advocating
that the state, federal, local,
and even private landowner
investments in wildfire
fuels mitigation be required
data points in these models.
Staff: Peter Ansel; pansel@
cfbf.com

Livestock
On March 28 from 6-7:30
pm, there is a livestock

Everything for
Hgnculgt

Green Rubber - Kennedy Ag has the products, parts, accessories,
and customer service you need to maximize your productivity.

- CUSTOM CONVEYOR BELTS

- URETHANE PARTS

- RENEWED BOGIE WHEELS

- PUMPS, HOSES, FITTINGS

- SPRAY NOZZLES & VALVES

- WATER TANKS & TANK TRAILERS

- SAFETY PRODUCTS & EQUIPMENT

- PRESSURE WASHERS & ACCESSORIES
- AND MUCH MORE!

Ereen Rubber .+

Six locations to serve you. Call today!

health and wildfire webinar. The flyer is
attached and registration can be found at
this link. The webinar costs $10 to attend
(4 people per ranch) Staff: Steven Fenaroli,
sfenaroli@cfbf.com

Pesticides

The Farm Bureau has been part of discus-
sions with other agricultural organiza-
tions related to AB 1864, authored by
Assemblymember Damon Connolly (D
San Rafael). This bill changes the notifica-
tion requirements related to pesticide use
around schools. After a recent meeting with
authors office, it's our hope he will be open
to amending this bill to eliminate our con-
cerns regarding non-restricted use notices
of intent. Will keep you informed on our
progress as we proceed! Staff: Chris Rear-
don, creardon@cfbf.com

Taxation

SB 927, authored by Senator Brian Dahle
(R Bieber) passed from the Senate Revenue
and Tax Committee. It will move next to
Senate Appropriations suspense file. Sen-
ate Bill 927 enacts Personal Income and

WWW.GREENRUBBER.COM

ennedy A (. » :

Ag Industrial Supply
Belting & Fabrication
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Corporation Tax exclusions for any amount
received in settlement by a taxpayer to
replace property damaged or destroyed by
a natural disaster that was declared a state
of emergency by both the Governor and the
President of the United States. The mea-
sure applies commencing in the 2023 tax-
able year. Farm Bureau supports SB 927, as
the bill moves past the current Legislature
piecemeal approach to this type of income
tax exclusions related to wildfire and di-
saster relief payments requiring a new bill
specific to each disaster and impact county
residents. With an estimated fiscal impact
to the general fund revenue of at least
$7,000,000, the bill’s biggest challenge may
be that impact during a bad state budget.
Staff: Peter Ansel; pansel@cfbf.com

Transportation

A coalition of freight and rail carriers are
sending a letter to the US EPA asking them
to reject a CARB waiver to require ZEV
locomotives which among other issues,

are not currently commercially available.
CARB would also limit the life of 25,000
locomotives by barring any locomotive that

SALINAS (831)753-6100 - MODESTO (209)538-6227 - GREENFIELD (831)674-0999

WATSONVILLE (831)761-9395 - SANTA MARIA (805)878-8877 - YUMA (928)726-6560




is 23 or more years past its original manu-
facture date from operating in California.
Staff: Steven Fenaroli, sfenaroli@cfbf.com
Cal Fleet Advisor is available to assist fleets
as they navigate to zero-emission trucks.
Free assistance program has helped more
than 300 California fleets to date and is
available now for owners and operators of
medium- and heavy-duty vehicles. To sign
up or learn more, Visit the Cal Fleet Advi-
sor Getting Started Webpage

Water

STATE WATER BOARD TO CONSIDER
REDUCING SGMA FEES

During its March 19 meeting, the State
Water Resources Control Board will vote on
whether to change the current Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act fee sched-
ule it previously adopted in 2017. The cur-
rent fee structure includes a volumetric fee
of $40 per acre-foot, which board staff have

proposed reducing to $20 per acre-foot. The
notice for this action includes additional
information on the purpose of the change,
and the meeting agenda includes in-person
and remote participation instructions. Staff:
Alex Biering, abiering@cfbf.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS

VACANCIES CDFA ANNOUNCES VACAN-
CIES ON FEED INSPECTION ADVISORY
BOARD TECHNICAL ADVISORY SUBCOM-
MITTEE CDFA is announcing three vacan-
cies on the Feed Inspection Advisory Board
Technical Advisory Subcommittee. This
subcommittee provides technical and scien-
tific advice to the Feed Inspection Advisory
Board and CDFA on animal food nutrition,
safety and efficacy data review of new and
unapproved feed ingredients, research
project oversight and other issues that will
affect the Commercial Feed Regulatory
Program, the Livestock Drug Program, and

FLORY

ERS IN NUT HARVESTING EQUIPME

LEAD
AN

SINCE 1936

860 PTO Harvester

ST14 Shuttle Truk

For the finest in Agriculture Equipment and Metal Fabrication
See all our products at goflory.com

209-545-1167 Salida, CA

RAYCO INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY
Locally Owned and Operated Scuce (969

Used Tool and Machinery Dealer
Steam and High Pressure Cleaners
Metal Working Tools and Machinery
Power Tools, Wood Working Tools and Machinery

Hand Tools, Abrasives, Saw Blades and Safety Supplies
Automotive Tools and Equipment, Shop Heaters and Coolers

Sales and Service

California Contractors License 708487

The Largest Selection of Heavy Duty Shop Tools and Machinery In Northern California

Modesto (209) 529-8984 Turlock (209) 632-2315

512 RIVER ROAD

712 LANDER AVENUE
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the Safe Animal Feed Education Program.
Applicants must demonstrate technical,
applied, and scientific expertise in the fields
of toxicology, pathology, ruminant and
non-ruminant nutrition, as well as possess
general knowledge of the California feed
industry. The term of office for subcom-
mittee members is three years. Members
receive no compensation but are entitled

to payment of necessary travel expenses.
Individuals interested in being considered
for appointment should send a resume and
a Prospective Member Appointment Ques-
tionnaire (http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/is/ffldrs/
pdfs/FIAB-TASC_PMAQ.pdf) to SAFE@
cdfa.ca.gov. The application deadline is
March 25, 2024. For further information
about the Feed Inspection Advisory Board
TASC, please contact CDFA Feed, Fertilizer
and Livestock Drugs Regulatory Services
branch staff at (916) 900-5022 or visit http://
www.cdfa.ca.gov/is/ffldrs/Feed_FIAB.html.

& RUMBLE

X ORCHARD SERVICES

Topping $ Hedging

(Fall 2021: Hedging Down to 2’)
Skirting

Dual Mechanical
Brush Stacking

Almond/Walnut
Conditioning

Orchard
Management

Phil Rumble:
(209) 996-1517

Matt Rumble:
(209 1
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FREE ADS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

As another membership service, Farm Bureau members are offered FREE classified advertising in the
Stanislaus Farm News. Ads must be 18 words or less and only one ad per month per membership (mem-
bership number required.) Ads may be MAILED to the Stanislaus Farm News, or BROUGHT to the SCFB
office, 1201 L Street, Downtown Modesto. NO PHONE-IN OR FAX free ads will be accepted. Free ads are
restricted tofarm machinery orequipment orunprocessed farm products. Farm jobs wanted or offered will
also be accepted. No real estate ads and no commercial items or services will be accepted. 209-522-7278

Classified Ad's $4.40 per run.
COPY DEADLINE: MONDAY 12 NOON

RATES: Display rates on request. Terms are cash. Ads should be paid for
at time of first insertion or immediately after receipt of bill if order is placed

by telephone or mail.

ERRORS: The Stanislaus Farm News will not be liable for more than one
incorrect insertion. Errors must be called to the attention of the Classified
Advertising Department not later than 4 p.m. on the Tuesday following
publication of the ad. Claims for adjustment must be made within 15 days.
We reserve the right to reject or revise any advertisement.

120 SPECIAL NOTICES

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS CUT
YOUR ENERGY BILLS ELIMINATE
DUST & NOISE
Lowest Prices Guaranteed! Largest Selection in the
Valley! Windows, Doors, Skylights, Soundproofing,
Licensed, Bonded & Insured.

Visit Our Showroom:

1050 Kansas Ave., Modesto
Cal Comfort Insulating Windows, Inc.
Contractors Lic. #51317 Class C17B
209-527-1310 (TFN)

300 Employment

Service Mechanic, duties include
greasing, changes air filters and oil,
etc. Pays $15/hour with a harvest
bonus. Must be willing to work
6 days a week. Opportunity for
longer employment based on job
performance and experience. Call

Jenn for more details: 209-648-7947

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

For Sale:
Heavy Duty Ripper - $2500
Contact Arby: 209-505-0555 or text: 209-
602-1400

Spring tooth with attached following harrow. 8
ft wide, 3 point hook-up asking $1000
Brush rake. Rear push. 9ft wide adjustable
spacing for 4 or 5 forks asking $1000
Text or leave VM for
209-505-1731

For Sale:
John Deere 5100ML low profile with Exact
cab
Vrisimo flail mower — 12’ & 8’
PBM 500 gallon sprayer with electric valves
(never used)
Durand Wayland 500 gallon sprayer
Domries float leveler — 12

Call Joe: 209-404-3326

Trailer axle with
springs $50, has two
new tires 80" fread,

Call 209-537-9491

Great Plains no-till corn planter 8-row
model YP825A-0830
It has a john blue injection pump.
Great condition. #22,000 OBO phone
209-874-4042 or 209-765-6298

Verisimo Might Max fail mower. Model #
SC-100 asking $5000
Orchard float roller 9ft wide asking $1000
Text or leave a VM
209-505-1731

Estate Sale
Farm Equipment
Antique Automobiles
Call: 209-988-1583

510 LIVESTOCK

Kenyon Organic Services

Organic Consulting Services
Crop and Livestock
Carol Kenyon
(209) 484-1097
ck.cattle23@gmail.com

Sale Alfalfa. Best price, great
quality. Bigger Bales especially
suited to horses. Cook Valley
Angus Ranches Modesto 209 996
7365 &

Available May- Oct

800 For Rent

House for Rent
$1500.00 & Deposit $1700
2 bedroom, 1 bathroom, Large
kitchen & livingroom, Sinhle car
garage, Riverbank
6819286
Dairy for Rent
Permitted for 614 Cows
With Flush and Freestalls
400 head open heifer facility
Turlock, Ca
Call 209-678-2632

900 REAL ESTATE

Cherry Orchard In the Wood
Colony
59+/- Acres. Excellent soil comprised
of 75% Hanford sandy loam
(HdpA). MID irrigation with micro jet
sprinklers. 2,500 sq. ft. Metal Barn
included. $2,330,000
Simvoulakis Real Estate

209.985.9700
BRE #705092

Wanted:

Lease ALMOND Ground
20-40 acres
Denair/Hughson/Waterford
Contact: 209-652-0782
gtintheair@hotmail.com

1000 SERVICES

1000 SERVICES

PROAG Commercial
Ag. Spraying
Orchard, vineyard $ herbicide applica-
tions
209-613-6355 Pat, 209-678-8072
Matt, 209-613-3227 Justin
Visit proag.webs.com

RON MARTELLA
Custom Nut Harvesting
SHAKING, SWEEPING

AND HARVESTING
883-4819 or 883-0690

Woodbridge Spraying
Field Spraying
Orchard Spraying
Backhoe

380-0727 (TFN)

Orchard Brush Pile
Grinding Service
Brush « Stumps « Huller Twigs
Davis Ag & Ranch Clean Up
CA. Contractor Lic#796783
209-670-5278

We haul Rock, Sand, Gravel,
Demolition Clean Up & Removal,
Tree Holes, Irrigation Lines & More.
Lic. # 884701
Home-(209) 848-0538
Cell (209) 525-7715 (1Fn)

Wilson Portable Welding
Structural « Fabrication * General
Repair
« Dairy Repair » Ag Repair
*Mobile - 765-3596
* Shop — 524-3016 (TFN)

Need help with your Farm Labor?
Call Lencioni Farm Services

ROOFING  FENCING  PLYWOOD  SIDING

Let's Build Together
Since 1953

Denair Location: (209) 632-2494
Riverbank Location: (209) 869-4424

www.DenairLumberCo.com

HARDWARE ¢ INSULATION « WINDOWS « 0.5.B.

9 FRED NETO & SONS
RY; (209) 669-FRED
660, : Fax (209) 669-0545
Catering
Commitment to Excellence
Specializing in: ; i B

B.B.Q Steaks - Ribs
Pork - Chicken
Seasoned Meats
Fred’s Portuguese Beans
Party Platters

Deli Spreads ALL OCCASIONS / FREE ESTIMATES
1318 N. Golden State Boulevard, Turlock, CA

209-537-2186

Premier California Properties
Ag/investment Properties
Marcus Haney
Realtor #01917446
Contact me at 209/605-6727
www.premiercaproperties.com

1100 MISCELLANEOUS

METAL BUILDINGS
Provided & installed, in-
terior upgrades available,
fully engineered, refer-
ences available.
Active Industrial Contracting
Michael Frost - 613-3548.
Lic. #735904 (1FN)

Electrical and
Refrigeration Service
No job to small. Troubleshooting,
upgrades on home, ranch, dairy, and
commercial buildings.
209-648-7748

Martin Reyes
Land leveling, Discing
Chiseling
Lice.#954989
(209) 605-4079

Noeller Farm
farm & ranch management
Almond, Peaches, Walnuts
custom Almond & Walnuts
(209) 883-2417 or
(209) 606-2084

LOW COST HOUSING Larg-
est Inventory in Valley of
Preowned Mobile Homes.
Approx. 100 to choose from.
Priced to fit your Budget.
Transportation Available. DLR.
209-632-0854.

Wanted:
Cash paid for OLD Barn and

Shop items; vintage tools,
unwanted junk, old bottles &
oil cans
209-774-6582

&

VAN DE POL

1947 - 2022

¥ VAN DE POL

FUELS & LUBRICANTS

Celebrating 75 years of serving the
San Joaquin Valley!

We're your strategic partner - delivering
great service with roots in the local community.

Performance delivered.
Fuels | Lubricants | Renewable Diesel

Industrial Fluids | Diesel Exhaust Fluid

209.667.0236 | vandepol.us




Leaders in Nut Harvesting Equipment

TRADITION
SERVICE
INTEGRITY

CRAFTSMANSHIP

Serving the agricultural community since 1936

4737 Toomes Road, Salida Ca. (209) 545-1167
See all our products at goflory.com

WATERFORD

= > IRRIGATION

IRRIGATION SUPPLY & DESIGN  LIC# 1004196

12500 Bentley St e« Waterford, CA 95386 ¢ 209-874-1386
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International Complications for
U.S. Exports

Source: Sabrina Halvorson, AgNet Media, Inc.

Agricultural exports a heading down from a
post-pandemic peak as experts deal with in-
ternational complications that can stunt export
growth or, sometimes, stop exports altogether.

According to USDA, the value of U.S. agri-
cultural exports peaked in fiscal year 2022 but
declined in 2023. In 2023, the total export value
was $178.7 billion, which was $17 billion less
than in 2022. A panel of experts discussed re-
building export markets and overseas demand
for U.S. agricultural goods at the Ag and Food
Policy Summit hosted by Agri-Pulse in Wash-
ington D.C.

Dan Halstrom, President and CEO of the U.S.
Meat Export Federation (USMEEF), said that
higher shipping rates and logistical challenges
around the world are concerning for all indus-
tries, not just agriculture. He used the example
of pirate activity by Houthi rebels causing ship-

ALMOND SHELLING

Since 1986
-State of the Art Equipment
80’ Truck Scale
‘Maximized Returns
*Owner Operated
*Inshell line complete with
Satake color sorter
‘High Capacity dryer for bin
or bulk loads

Peter Verdegaal Office
209-628-1008 209-356-0210

8016 Winton Way, Winton

Serving Stanislaus &
Merced Counties
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ping uncertainty in the Red Sea.

“These sorts of [events], they seem one off, but
they’re really not. Those of us international
world, we know that these vessels don’t just go
to the Red Sea, they’re going around the world.
So, what you're doing is you're adding more
cost, more time, more inputs, higher across the
board,” he said. “So, the more these conflicts
happen or continue to happen, the higher the
cost of logistics and freight will be.”

Kam Quarles, CEO of the National Potato
Council, said the international issues are “tre-
mendously complicated.”

Halstrom said the U.S. Meat Export Federation
is “extremely optimistic” for export markets
and overseas demand in the future.

“I have always looked at it this way: that the
more success we have, the more issues that
come up. So, all the more reason that we have
to be aligned as industries. I'm not just talking
beef and pork,” he said. “I'm talking agricul-
ture. Agriculture is the backbone of the Ameri-
can economy. And I think with the folks in this
room, on this panel, with FAS, USTR, USDA,
we're well equipped to handle the challenge.”

V\
/]2

WATER & POWER

THE VALUE OF
RELIABILITY

Meeting the needs of our
growers today and into the future.
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National Ag Week, Celebrating our
local Agriculturalists
By Vicky Boyd

Growing up, Jake Wenger watched as his
father, Paul Wenger, took on new leader-
ship roles and rose through the ranks of the
Stanislaus County Farm Bureau and ulti-
mately, the California Farm Bureau.

“Some of my earliest memories were going
to county Farm Bureau meetings with my
dad,” said Jake, who is general manager of
Salida Hulling Association west of Modesto.
“By the time I could drive, my dad was
already second vice president of the Califor-
nia Farm Bureau. So I would drive to one of
the Farm Bureau events while he worked on
his speech.”

Now Jake is taking on CFBF leadership
responsibilities, having been elected Dis-
trict 13 representative at the 2023 CFBF
Annual Meeting. The position came open
after previous district representative Ron
Peterson was elected 2nd vice president of
the California Farm Bureau in December
2023. District 13 encompasses Stanislaus and
Tuolumne counties.

While Paul served as an example, Jake said
he never felt pressure from his parents to
become a leader — it just happened.

“It was addicting in the sense of the oppor-
tunities it provided for you,” Jake said. “Not
only that, but the impact you can make. The
more involved you get in leadership, the
more opportunities are presented to you to
tell your stories, whether it’s at a local Ro-
tary meeting or whether it’s in Sacramento
or Washington, D.C.”

Paul and his wife, Debbie, have always
taken a hands-off approach with their three
sons when it comes to their interests and
“let them do their own thing.” But it proba-
bly didn’t hurt that their sons were exposed
to ag issues at a young age.

“When I was Farm Bureau president, the
boys would travel with me and we’d talk
about farm policy or immigration,” Paul
said. “They kind of got it by osmosis, and
the funny thing is, they listened.”

FFA built the foundation

Jake cut his teeth in leadership through FFA,
where he excelled in public speaking. He
pointed to the years of watching his dad
make presentations and some guidance his
dad provided early on.

Although Jake felt comfortable speaking in
front of groups, he said he had to overcome
the nervousness of presenting in front of
his parents. He also sought FFA leadership
positions, serving as section, region and
eventually state president.

“My dad had been a state FFA officer, so
I knew the opportunities. But I was never
pushed by my parents,” Jake said.

And it was in FFA that he met his eventual
wife, Juliana, who grew up on a Galt dairy
farm. Both went on to graduate from Cali-
fornia State University, Fresno.

Now their oldest child, Jaden, is active
in FFA and raising a pig to show at the
Stanislaus County Fair this summer. Their
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middle child, Jayna, also is raising a pig,

but Jake said she isn’t as enthusiastic about
it as her older brother. And youngest child
Josiah, who is chomping at the bit to raise an
animal, isn’t quite old enough.

The wild west of water

One of Jake’s first forays into politics was
with the Modesto Irrigation District. He had
been attending MID board meetings before-
hand, monitoring water issues on behalf of
the family-owned Wenger Ranches where
he worked. At the time, proposed water
sales to San Francisco were a hot-button is-
sue.

“I became a regular at the MID meetings,
and my dad said, “Why don’t you just run
for the board?”” Jake said.

During the four years he spent as a board
member, they faced a drought where initial
agricultural allocations were reduced to
only 20 inches. Through a lot of advocating
on behalf of agriculture, Jake said he was
able to convince the board to raise it to 24

inches.



“So I really felt I was in the right spot at
the right time when we were having those
struggles,” he said.

Among the other issues the board grappled
with were Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission relicensing of Don Pedro Reservoir
and Bay-Delta water quality standards.
During one meeting with federal fisheries
agencies on water flows and anadromous, or
migratory fish, Paul got to see Jake in action.
As CFBF president, Paul commented on
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how the flow reductions would affect agri-
culture and then turned it over to his son.

“He knew the points, and he got it across,”
Paul said. “I brought the impacts — more
of the touchy feeling stuff. But he had the
science, and the science was on our side. He
came through and gave lot of good informa-
tion. I was really proud of him.”

Although Jake ran for MID board reelec-
tion in 2017, he didn’t campaign much and
ended up narrowly losing to
Stu Gilman, a Modesto busi-
ness consultant. Calling it a
“pbummer,” Jake said he en-
joyed his time on the water
board and felt he “was making
a difference.”

Farm Bureau leadership path

As a 25-year-old, Jake joined
the Stanislaus County Farm
Bureau Board of Directors,
eventually being elected

president in 2020. But his two
' years as the top officer were

E-CABS = \\ i R.O.POS’
’f}%’” b% . Certified
f ) R

T

”[;‘gsa 7

To see our complete line

of harvesters, sweepers,
conditioners & orchard cabs,
please scan

March 22, 2024 Stanislaus Farm News — 9

disrupted by the COVID pandemic as well
as son Jaden being diagnosed with a rare
form of cancer. With the help and support of
friends, family — including his Farm Bureau
family, doctors and countless others, Jaden
is in remission and back playing baseball.

Three months into his two-year term as a
CFBF director, Jake is currently learning
the ropes. As part of his district representa-
tive responsibilities, he attends Stanislaus
and Tuolumne County Farm Bureau board
meetings. The first few Tuolumne County
meetings brought back memories of when
he would travel to Sonora with his dad.
“My son (Jaden) is now riding up there with
me, so it’s kind of full circle,” Jake said.
When asked if he would eventually seek

a higher CFBF office, Jake said he had no
plans at the moment.

“I enjoy what I'm doing today — I wouldn’t
be doing it if I didn’t. The beauty of life is
leaving opportunities open. I don’t have any
plans, but things can happen in your life.”

And part of that gratification comes from
advocating on behalf of agriculture. As part
of an industry comprising less than 2%
of the U.S. population, Jake said it’s
imperative that farmers connect with the
general public. To that end, he always
tries to accommodate requests from
media or for tours of Salida Hulling. He
looks at it was a way to educate the pub-
lic about agriculture.

Just recently, Jake hosted a group of Il-
linois soybean producers at the hulling
facility. He also talked to a Los Angeles
Times reporter about a large corporate
farm management group that owns

17 almond orchards and recently filed
bankruptcy.

“I understand the nervousness of
people — I've been burned by media,”
Jake said. “But I think it’s important for
growers to be able to tell their story. We
shouldn’t be ashamed of it. Part of edu-
cating the public is teaching them what
we do, and that includes putting healthy
food on the tables of the American con-
sumer.”
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California agrees to water-supply cuts
from Colorado River

California has agreed to make long-term cuts
to the amount of water the state uses from the
Colorado River. The U.S. Bureau of Reclama-
tion and seven states in the Colorado River
Basin, as well as 30 tribes and Mexico, are
negotiating a plan to protect the river after a
decades-long megadrought depleted flows
and left key reservoirs Lake Mead and Lake
Powell in danger of running dry. Under a
Lower Basin states” proposal, which would
take effect after 2026 and potentially last de-
cades, California would forfeit about 10% of
its allocation in most conditions.

With groundwater law to turn 10 in
2024, challenges remain for farmers
California’s landmark 2014 Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act, which re-
quires local agencies to create a roadmap to
protect aquifer supplies for generations to
come, turns 10 this year. The law was adopt-

ed amid the 2012-2015 drought, when a lack
of surface water and depleted groundwater
brought agriculture —especially California’s
citrus belt on the east side of the San Joaquin
Valley —to a near halt. SGMA presents a dif-
ficult adjustment for agriculture. Researchers
say the groundwater law could result in the
fallowing of between 500,000 and 1 million
acres of farmland.

Spring planting means decision time
for California farmers

Falling commodity prices, rising production
costs and water supply uncertainty are some
of the factors weighing on planting deci-
sions for California farmers this season. They
say their crop options have narrowed, with
canneries needing less acreage of processing
tomatoes and a major seed company ending
its sunflower seed program in California.
Growers who have pulled out permanent
crops such as almonds and walnuts in recent
years due to lower prices are also looking to
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plant annual crops on the open ground. Cot-
ton and feed crops, such as corn silage, may
be possibilities.

Researchers study whether agave can
be state’s next drought-tolerant crop
Researchers at the University of California,
Davis, are studying agave plants as a poten-
tial drought-tolerant option for California
farmers. The research is centered on agave
genetics, virus susceptibility, pest control,
soil management and crop productivity. UC
Davis began investigating the crop after farm
owners Stuart and Lisa Woolf established a
research fund to determine if agave is viable
for agriculture in California. Agave, used to
produce tequila and mezcal in Mexico, can be
distilled into spirits, used as a fiber or con-
verted into a sweetener.

California tomato farmers scale down
acreage after huge crop
California farmers are scaling down their
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processing tomato acreage this year as
processors enter the planting season with
boosted inventory. The state’s tomato pro-
cessors planned to contract for 11.6 million
tons this year, down about 10% from the 12.9
million tons they contracted for in 2023. In
2023, California growers harvested their larg-
est tomato crop in several years after winter
storms replenished water supplies. Proces-
sors looking to bolster inventory depleted
during the drought paid a record-high price.
Now acreage is declining as demand softens
for processed tomato products.

Famed research farm seeks financial
help as income declines

The commonplace practice in California of
applying precise water to individual plants
rather than broadcasting with sprinklers may
not have taken off if not for the research trials
conducted decades ago at the Nickels Soil

Laboratory in Colusa County. The privately
owned research farm in Arbuckle is often
credited with helping to propel the state’s
tree nut industry to the powerhouse it is
today. Now, just as growers have faced tough
times as the price of almonds and walnuts
has plummeted, research funding for Nick-
els has depleted because of shrinking crop
revenue.

New federal climate-risk reporting rule
imposes softer standard than in CA
California is the first state in the U.S. to pass
laws that eventually require large corpora-
tions to publicly disclose greenhouse gas
emissions and their climate risks. The U.S. Se-
curities and Exchange Commission followed
suit last week. But it approved a weakened
federal regulation that drops a proposed re-
quirement for companies to report emissions
from their supply chains and customer use
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of their products. Opponents argued that the
reporting rule would burden farmers, who
provide most raw products that go into the
food supply chain.

State completes vast groundwater
mapping project

The California Department of Water Resourc-
es has completed a groundwater mapping
project that the agency said provides critical
information about California’s underground
water supply. DWR announced the comple-
tion of the statewide Airborne Electromagnet-
ic, or AEM, survey project last week. Between
December 2021 and November 2023, the
agency collected nearly 16,000 miles of AEM
data within 95 groundwater basins across
California. DWR said the data “is invaluable
for identifying the most suitable locations to
implement groundwater recharge projects.”
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Harvesting Pride, Celebrating
National Agriculture Week in
Modesto and Stanislaus County

B:y Kathryn Kim Ramos, Sisbro Innova-
tion Website and Digital Marketing Con-
sultant

National Agriculture Week, celebrated from
March 17th to March 23rd, is not only a
time to recognize the vital role of agricul-
ture right here the backyards of our com-
munities but also an opportunity to explore
how online marketing is revolutionizing
the industry. As we mark National Agri-
culture Week in 2024, the spotlight is on
Modesto and Stanislaus County, two thriv-
ing agricultural hubs in California's Central
Valley, where digital marketing is playing
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a crucial role in shaping the future of farm-
ing.

In Modesto, known as the 'City of Water,
Wealth, Contentment, and Health,' and
throughout Stanislaus County, digital
marketing has become essential for farm-
ers and agribusinesses to reach consum-
ers and promote their products. Through
social media platforms, websites, and email
newsletters, farmers can engage directly
with customers, sharing information about
their crops, farming practices, and upcom-
ing events such as farmers' markets and
farm tours. This direct line of communica-
tion helps farmers connect with their local
community, builds customer relationships,
and fosters brand loyalty.

Additionally, online marketing enables
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farmers to educate consumers about ag-
riculture's importance and the industry's
challenges. Through blogs, videos, and in-
fographics, farmers can share insights into
sustainable farming practices, water con-
servation, and the impact of climate change
on agriculture. By raising awareness and
fostering dialogue, farmers can cultivate a
greater appreciation for their work and the
importance of supporting local agriculture.

Digital marketing also provides farmers
with valuable data and insights that can
help improve their operations. For instance,
a local farmer in Modesto used social media
analytics to identify posts about organic
farming practices that received the most
engagement. This insight led them to focus

See "Ag Week” on page 19
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Farmworker of the Year
By Vicky Boyd

Stewart & Jasper Orchards is celebrating

its 76th anniversary in 2024, and Salvador
Anaya has been part of the almond grower-
processor’s employee family for 55 of those
years.

As a 17 year old, Anaya worked part time
after high school for the Newman-based
company picking up brush after the prun-
ing crews made their way through the or-
chards. Upon graduation, he asked to work
tull time.

The answer was easy. Company President
Jim Jasper said he saw Anaya as a dedi-
cated person with a work ethic not often
found. During his 55 years, Anaya has
continued to take on more responsibility
— often times on his own initiative — and
all with a can-do attitude and a positive
personality. In the past 25 years, he has
overseen employees, performed safety
training, overseen pesticide and fertilizer
applications, supervised irrigation and kept
meticulous records, among other tasks.
For those reasons and more, Jasper nomi-
nated Anaya for the 2024 Farm Worker of
the Year. The judges agreed, awarding him
the platinum title.

“I remember it like it was yesterday,” Jas-
per said, reminiscing about when Anaya

’ \
Platinum Award: Salvador Anaya with
Stewart & Jasper Orchards

first began working part time. “He had a
passion for work and a strong work ethic
for a young man. He has been very loyal

and very dependable.

“Nowadays, it’s very hard to get young
people who want work. Someone like
Salvador, he just wanted to work. Once he
started, we’ve never thought about him not
working here.”

When the Stanislaus Farm Bureau told
Anaya of his award during a recent meet-
ing at Stewart & Jasper’s headquarters near
Newman, he said he was “surprised and
happy at the same time.”

“Thanks to (Stewart & Jasper) because I
enjoy what I do and am still happy being
here.”

Farmworker of the Year continues

Now in its fourth year, the Farm Worker

of the Year award program was started by
the Stanislaus Farm Bureau, AgSafe and the
Modesto Rotary Club during the COVID
pandemic. They saw it as a way to recog-
nize essential workers vital to producing,
harvesting and packing food.

The awards continue today to spotlight the
people who help feed and clothe not only
county residents but also those elsewhere
and around the world.

Gold Award: Ishmael Garcia with
Heinrich Farms

55 years of dedication

Anaya, his four siblings and their parents
moved from Michoacan, Mexico, to the
Newman area in 1965. After graduating
from Orestimba High School, he began
working full time for Stewart & Jasper.

“I was young and wanted to work and felt
comfortable here,” he said. “I didn’t know
too much about the company, but I got the
impression that it was going to be a good
place to work.”

The operation planted their first almond or-
chard in 1955. During the early years, it was
more diversified with row crops like alfalfa
and processing tomatoes as well as tree
crops. They even made a foray into white-
skinned peaches in the late 1990s and early
2000s. Slowly Jasper & Stewart decided to
focus more on growing, hulling and shell-
ing almonds, and they eventually got out of
the other crops.

Along the way, Anaya began keeping me-
ticulous records of every spray and fertil-

izer application he made or supervised as
well as irrigation sets and water-run dura-
tions. Those records have come in handy,

too, Jasper said.

In 2004, someone accidentally delivered

a herbicide rather than a nutrient. The
material was applied to 150 acres, result-
ing in severe tree damage and loss. “They

Silver Award: German Partida with
Avila Family Dairy



wouldn’t admit they delivered the wrong
chemical, but Salvador had all of the re-
cords,” Jasper said. “They came in very,
very handy.”

Water is always a precious commodity

on the Westside, where Stewart & Jasper
farms. But it became even more valuable
during the most recent drought. To ensure
it was delivering the proper amount, the
Del Puerto Water District sought Anaya’s
records that showed before and after water
meter readings. In addition, he noted the
run times in case the meters were inaccu-
rate.

“It’s helped us tremendously,” said Ray
Henriques, manager of farming and hull-
ing-shelling. “If we ever have a question of
what we’ve done in the past, I don’t have
to have a good memory. I just ask Salvador
what did we do that year.”

Continual growth and improvement

About 13 years ago, Anaya took Dale Carn-
egie leadership courses. While he learned
several skills he could use at work, he said
it probably helped more with his family
and people outside of work.

More recently, Anaya has begun checking
the quality of bees that arrive for almond
pollination. Donned in a bee suit, he meets
with beekeepers as they make deliveries
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Award of Excellence: Nathan White with
Serpa Ranches

and checks hive strength.

“He’s our bee guy,” Jasper said of Anaya.
“Bees are very, very important this time

of year when the bloom comes. Bees cost

a lot of money, and you don’t want to be
spend $200 a hive if there are no bees in the
hives.”

Anaya said he started doing it because of
the important role bees play in overall al-
mond production. But he also enjoyed it.
“Every year is different,” he said. “I talk to
bee keepers, where they came from and get
to know them.”

Although Anaya could have left and
worked elsewhere, he said the thought
never crossed his mind. During his tenure,
he and his wife, Maria, have raised three
daughters and a son. They also have 11
grandchildren and two great grandchil-
dren. More than 20 years ago, he and Ma-
ria became U.S. citizens in a ceremony in
Fresno.

Anaya enjoys his job and comes to work
every day with a positive attitude, but he
said his favorite activity is spending time
surrounded by family.

Gold Award: Ishmael Garcia with
Heinrich Farms

In the 31 years that Ishmael Garcia has
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Award of Excellence: Antonio Machucha
with Gambini Farms
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worked for Heinrich Farms in Wood Col-
ony, he has become known as a dedicated,
hard worker who always gives 110%.

“When we give him something to do, we
don’t have to worry about it getting done,”
said Gordon Heinrich, who farms with his
three sons. “If we give him something to
do and he sees something else that needs to
be done, he does it. Not only is he loyal, he
goes above and beyond.”

Heinrich Farms grows walnuts and al-
monds as well as custom harvests the nuts
and runs a commercial walnut huller/drier.
Garcia can do most of the jobs, from prun-
ing to equipment operation.

He typically is the first person at the farm
in the morning and one of the last to leave.
As a crew leader, Heinrich said, he’s well
respected.

Garcia also took it upon himself to learn
English so he could communicate with all
of the employees. As he works, he frequent-
ly sings and just seems happy with the task
at hand.

“Every one of our employees is pretty

much like him, but he’s a standout,”
Heinrich said.

See "Farmworker” on page 16
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with Machado Ranch
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From "Farmworker” on page 15

Silver Award: German Partida with Avila
Family Dairy

Since German Partida began working at
Avila Family Dairy southwest of Modesto
about 23 years ago, he has continued to
learn and taken on new responsibilities.
Today, he performs a range of jobs from
milking cows and repairing equipment to
scheduling employees.

Yet, Partida also knows his limits and will
tell co-owner George Avila when he’s not
able to perform a task rather than mess it

up. The trust built by Partida has allowed
Avila to thrive.

“I'm now a lot more able to step away,
whether it’s for a vacation or some other
place that I have to be,” Avila said. “He’s
really become my right-hand man.”

Chalk that up to dedication, punctuality,

a positive demeanor and taking initiative.

If Partida sees something needs fixing or a
valve shut off, for example, he’ll take care of
it without being asked.

When he first started working at the dairy,
Partida’s limited English may have been
an obstacle. But Avila

said that’s not the case

any more. Partida has &
learned the language S
and now acts as an in-
terpreter with Spanish-
speaking employees.

The honoree also has
embraced the benefits
of working together as
a team.

“I think he under-
stands that if we do
better, the employees
do better,” Avila said.
“We're trying to make
improvements in our
facility to help not n
only us but everyone,
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and it will also be better for the cows to
keep them comfortable.”

Award of Excellence: Antonio Machucha
with Gambini Farms

During the 39 years that Antonio Machucha
has worked for Gambini Farms, Rod Gam-
bini has come to know him for his dedica-
tion, hard work and reliability.

“He always knows what to do,” said Gam-
bini, who grows walnuts, almonds and
forage crops near Oakdale. “He knows
what fields have to be mowed. He’s done
it for so long, we could go on vacation and
he would keep going. He makes it really
easy.”

Over the years, Machucha has done most
jobs, from pruning and disking to harvest-
ing and sweeping.

what is expected.

When he’s not at the farm, Machucha
spends time working in his yard, which
daughter Julianna Garcia described as
“Yosemite” because of all the pine trees.
After the growing season ends, Machucha
returns to Michoacan, Mexico, to help his
brothers run their bakery, which has been
in the family for about 100 years.

And it’s this type of work ethic that contin-
ues to impress Gambini.

“Every farm needs more workers like Anto-
nio,” he said. “I think if you had more farm
workers like him, you'd need less people to
get the job done.”

Award of Excellence: Keaton Machado
with Machado Ranch

He continues to seek
different ways to
save the farm money
or to make the op-
eration better.

In addition, Gambini
said, Machucha al-
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The Machados grow and harvest their own
almonds as well as do custom work for
other almond growers and alfalfa and grain
producers. But their bread and butter is
custom hay baling.

Perhaps Keaton Machado, the fourth gen-
eration to work on the family’s farm near
Westport, has agriculture in his blood. After
graduating from California State Univer-
sity, Fresno, he returned to farming and has
worked beside his father, Joe Machado, for
the past 15 years.

Over the years, the equipment has become
more sophisticated, and Keaton has taken
on the technology. They currently have

at least five self-driving tractors and use
automated irrigation systems and weather
stations, among other technologies.

As Keaton has taken over more duties, Joe
has stepped back to allow him to grow.
“He has my job now,” Joe said, laughing. “I
just feel I'm the luckiest man in the world
to get to work with my son.” “I really admire him — he has that inter-

est and has taken it to the next level,” Joe
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He also pointed to
the deep-hearted
passion for ag
that brought Ke-
aton back to the
farm after college
and pushes him
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hard hours they
i o often work.

“It’s refreshing.
There aren’t a lot
of young men in
our area that are
carrying on the
farm,” Joe said.

Award of Excel-
lence: Nathan
White with Serpa
Ranches
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Nathan White is one of those unique in-
dividuals who is uplifting to everyone
around him at Serpa Ranches and Serpa’s
Milk Transport in Turlock.

“He’s always positive, always in a great
mood,” said Jared Serpa. “He’s very strong
faithed. No matter what is thrown his way,
whether it is work related or some other is-
sue, he tackles it.”

White joined the family-run operations
about three years ago. About half his time
is spent working on Serpa Ranches, which
grows walnuts, almonds and forage crops.
The other half is spent as a mechanic. He’s
always open to learning new tasks, too.
Serpa has worked for the family businesses
for the past 15 years and said he’s never
encountered someone like White who just
radiates positivity.

“Nathan, hands down, has to be the one
that stands out all of these years,” Serpa
said. “He’s always giving us his best. He’s
very smart, very capable, and he’s always
got good ideas.”

In talking to others in management who
have been their longer, Serpa said they all
agreed that White “is special.”

When White isn’t working at the trucking
company or on the farm, he devotes time

to volunteering in his community and his
church.

“He has devoted his life to serving God,”
Serpa said.

»‘:ﬁ’?ﬁ
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877-688-1334
3732 S. Golden
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From the Fields - Tim Sanders

By: Tim Sanders, Stanislaus County
Almond Grower
Source: California Farm Bureau

This was probably one of the best pollina-
tion seasons we’ve had in a couple of years.
Last year we had all the rain, and the year
before that, we had some really cold weath-
er. I'm surprised we had any crop at all.
This year was better. Bees had time to work.
Hopefully, we’ll have a good crop. But it’s
always a long way between now and har-
vest, so a lot of things can happen. We're
thankful for the storms that came in later.
We should get a full complement of irriga-
tion water from Turlock Irrigation District.
That’s always very helpful.

Most of my trees are old. We took some
trees out a couple of years ago, and I've let
the ground rest. I rented the property to my
friend Ron Macedo, and he raised pump-
kins. My kids and my grandkids all loved
the pumpkins. They came out and brought
their friends and took lots of pumpkins.
Ron still filled the containers up in

the trucks. He had a heck of a crop.
Now we're going to come back next
January and put another orchard

back in. It's expensive, but it's a lot of ~ I¥
fun. I enjoy watching the trees de-
velop.

Right now, I'm going through the
different orchards getting the weeds
knocked down and keeping an eye
on the weather. Supposedly it’s go-
ing to be little bit colder with maybe
a little more rain this coming week-
end, so we might have to put some
fungicides on. But everything looks
pretty good. I just wish prices would
come up a little bit. COVID really
messed up shipping all over the
world, and we're finally getting that
back to where it should be, so I think
almond prices will rebound a little
bit. We don’t want excessive prices,
but we want prices so the consumer
can get almonds at a reasonable price
and we can make a little bit of money
growing them. i

Nominating Committee Report
As directed by President Eric Heinrich,
through careful thought and consideration, the Nominating Committee of the Stanislaus
County Farm Bureau makes the following recommendation for the term 2024-2026:
The following members will be nominated as Officers of the organization at the
110th Annual Meeting of Members,
April 25, 2024 at the Stanislaus County Fairgrounds, Turlock, CA.
President: Kelly Fogarty Tilma, Oakdale
First Vice President: Vance Ahlem, Denair
Second Vice President: Vince Dykzeul, Grayson

Secretary: Corinne Santos, Oakdale

Treasurer: Daniel Bays, Westley

Thank you to the Board Members who served on this year’s Nominating Committee and
the candidates who have volunteered to lead the Stanislaus County Farm Bureau.

Sincerely,
Kurt Hoekstra, Chairperson
SCFB Nominating Committee 2024

) SO, WHERE DOES YOUR
BUSINESS GO FROM HERE?

CRYSTAL BALL A BIT CLOUDY...?
The team at VERMEULEN & COMPANY
will help you find the answers. We begin
with an objective evaluation of performance
& . and prospects and then develop a structured
plan to help you make smarter decisions.

Call or e-mail for more info today.

AN ACCOUNTANCY CORP.

Vermeulen ~ Company

1180 W. Main Street, Suite2 * Ripon
209.599.5051 ¢ www.VermeulenCPA.com



From "Ag Week” on page 13

their marketing efforts on promoting their
organic products, significantly increasing
sales. By analyzing website traffic, social
media interactions, and email open rates,
farmers can gain insights into their tar-

get audience and make changes to their
marketing strategies accordingly. This
abundance of data presents enhanced op-
portunities for growth and enhancement in
effectively reaching and engaging with cus-
tomers. With increased data comes greater
opportunities for growth and improvement
in reaching and engaging with customers.
This data-driven approach allows farm-

ers to optimize their marketing strategies,

maximize their reach, and ultimately in-
crease sales.

Furthermore, digital marketing creates
fresh opportunities for farmers to directly
sell their products to consumers. Platforms
such as online farmers' markets and farm-
to-table subscription services enable farm-
ers to reach customers beyond their local
community and tap into new markets.
However, it's important to note that this
approach also comes with challenges. For
instance, managing an online presence can
be time-consuming and require technical
skills that some farmers may need more.

WHOLESALE TIRES & WHEELS
Commercial/Passenger/4x4/SUV
Semi Truck / Farm & Dairy

Open 6 Days a Week—Monday-Saturday

1030 W. Main St.
Turlock, CA95380
Corner of W. Main St. & Davis

__DHILLON

 Tel (209) 668-1074
~ Cell (209) 277-3546
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This direct-to-consumer approach provides
farmers with a more stable source of in-
come. It allows them to bypass traditional
distribution channels and retain more of the
profits from their sales despite the potential
challenges. By embracing digital tools and
platforms, farmers in Modesto, Stanislaus
County, and beyond are paving the way for
a more sustainable, resilient, and connected
agricultural industry.

As we celebrate National Agriculture Week
in 2024, let's take a moment to appreciate
and honor farmers' and the hard-working
individuals who feed and fuel our world.
Let's recognize the abundance of the land
and the resilience of those who tend it. And
let's commit ourselves to supporting agri-
culture — not just this week, but every day
of the year.

To enhance your company's online pres-
ence, whether it's creating a new website,
updating an existing one, or seeking a
virtual assistant for social media or phone
support, visit www.sisbroinnovation.com.
You can also contact Sisbro Innovation
directly at (800) 291-9102 for further assis-
tance.

ALSO HANDLES

¢ DONALDSON FILTER

e AGCO HESSTON HAY EQUIPMENT
¢ COMPACT TRACTOR RENTALS
¢ PEERLESS DRYING EQUIPMENT

PARTS | SERVICE | SALES | LEASING | RENTALS | USED EQUIPMENT | NEW EQUIPMENT

¢ JAYLOR FEEDING EQUIPMENT

e SCHMEISER TILLAGE/ORCHARD EQUIPMENT

e PARTS & SERVICES ON MOST BRANDS OF EQUIPMENT

¢
) Weiss McNair
GG ]  NUTHARVESTING EQUIPMENT

321 Spreckels Ave. Manteca, CA 95336 e (209) 522-3271 e Highway 33 Patterson, CA 95363
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Camp Sylvester,
Approaching its 100th
Anniversary

By: Ken Peterson, Camp Sylvester, Director

It is that time of year, youth summer
camp programs everywhere have begun
sign-ups for the upcoming summer sea-
son. Although, things are a bit different in
Pinecrest, where Camp Sylvester is a year-
round destination that allows campers to
participate in youth programming regard-
less of the season.

Established in 1927, Camp Sylvester is
quickly approaching its 100th anniversary,
which most certainly has to be a monu-
mental achievement for the Camp’s found-
ers. What started as a summer seasonal
pitch-your-tent campsite for farming youth
groups, Camp Sylvester has become a year-
round Sierra destination with all the tradi-
tional services one would expect a quality
Camp facility/venue to offer. This past
year, 2023, Camp Sylvester welcomed at
least (4,580) guest campers; the vast major-
ity of which participated in an overnight
camper program. Photos of campers dating
back to the early 30s” show how far Camp
has come since the days when the best of
the best options included outdoor cooking
over a campfire, dim candle lite evenings
and hoping a bear did not raid the food
pantry overnight. Although, truth be told,
these campfire, candle lite, and bear raiding
experiences are still present today. Evolv-
ing from the early days, today’s camp-

ers certainly appreciate that present day
Camp offers cabin lodging, indoor heating,
plumbing and power. However, we can

all agree that it is for the best that Camp
still does not offer camper’s access to WIFI,
streaming television, or general use of cell
phones. With that said, Camp Sylvester is
still a place youth experience new adven-
tures, take on personal growth challenges,
gain leadership skills, and make real hu-
man connections with fellow campers that
often last a lifetime.

Over the decades Camp Sylvester has

served hundreds of thousands of youth
campers at the treasured Pinecrest moun-
tainous location. The majority of campers
that visit Camp Sylvester are from Califor-
nia’s Central Valley. But Camp often at-
tracts guest campers from nationwide and
even international locations. For many of
the campers, their visit to Camp Sylvester
is often their first time experiencing the
High Sierra, seeing winter snow, catching a
glimpse of a shooting star, or spending time
away from city urban life. Camp Sylvester’s
Director of Facilities, Ken Peterson, often
tells cherished stories to colleagues of how
memorable the Camp experiences are for
campers, particu-
larly for those that
visit from larger
urban areas such as
the San Francisco
Bay Area and Los
Angeles, or low-
income youth. As
one such story goes,
periodically, stu-
dents from Oakland
Unified School
District visit Camp
Sylvester. At least
once during every
single group visit a
student expresses
their surprise see
clear natural water
within the lake and
rivers surround-
ing Camp, genu-
inely confused as
to where the water
comes from or

who is cleaning the
water to maintain
its clarity. The first
time Director Ken
hearing this was
puzzling, until he
realized that if a
student has never
seen clean, clean
water in nature,
from the student’s
perspective water
in nature has only
ever been associ-

%

MIKE HEINRICH
209.312.4011 | MHeinrich@boyett.net

ated with being dirty. Opportunities such
as these offers new and valued experiences
to youth, and it is the bedrock for why
Camp’s leadership works to maintain and
protect this cherished site. It is a personal
goal for many who volunteer to preserve
the history of generations past, current, and
provide opportunity for generations future.

To maintain such a historic and well used
place takes a great amount of care and
planning efforts, and of course funding. As
anyone could imagine maintaining a safe

See”Camp” on page 22

Inventory Management Competitive
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On Time Delivery
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Boyett Petroleum
209.577.6000 | Boyett.net
601 McHenry Ave, Modesto, 95350
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Y californi
LR aIIC‘anlgFlIaS“ o Scan below to learn more or search

Almond Board of California “Almond Journey” wherever you
get your podcasts.

Have You Heard the Almond Journey Podcast?

MARKETING A,'a'l\,"n%.';“yD ALMOND
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ABC’s Almond Journey Podcast channel houses several types of
content. Stay up to date on regulatory issues, learn from your
peers and gain insights into how your assessment dollars are

utilized to drive global demand for California almonds.

UNLOCK DIGITAL SUCCESS FOR YOUR FARM EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR

FARM BUREAU MEMBERS
GROW YOUR AGRICULTURAL BUSINESS ONLINE WITH Mention this ad for a complimentary website
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AND CELEBRATION! . Our team understands the unique needs of the agricultural industry, delivering tailored solutions that drive
: growth and visibility.
« With Sisbro Innovation by your side, your farm can reach new markets, attract customers, and increase
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. Based in Modesto, CA, we're locally owned and operated, offering personalized service and support to our
fellow farmers.
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Visit
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From "Camp” on page 20

educational and recreational camp facility
in the High Sierra, consisting of more than
(28) cabins, dining and recreation halls,

and support buildings is a never-ending
task. Camp’s mission is to provide the best
possible camping experience at the low-

est possible price. Camp is doing this well.
Camp Sylvester regularly hears from guest
groups the quality of the Camp’s facilities
and grounds is very good and affordable
for their young campers to attend. Guest
group leadership often commenting Camp
Sylvester could charge more if it wanted to.
However, Camp Sylvester strives to serve
everyone regardless of income level. The
leadership team behind maintaining Camp
Sylvester, including dozens of individuals
with the Stanislaus County Farm Bureau,
pays particularly attention to serving low
income and at-risk communities; even more
so especially for those living within agricul-
turally based communities. The leadership
team recognizes that if Camp were unable
to maintain its low-cost operating structure,
the majority of youth who visit would be
unable to participate in a quality overnight
camp program experience.

To maintain a low-cost operating structure
is a community effort. It requires thou-
sands of volunteer hours annually and
community-based sponsorships to tackle
the larger undertakings. In the most recent
of years, Camp Sylvester wishes to offer
special thanks to the Mary Stuart Rogers
Foundation, Hilmar Cheese Company,

and an anonymous individual donor from
the Modesto Beckwith Road Area. These
three sources of financial generosity helped
enabled Camp Sylvester to quickly recover
from the recent COVID pandemic, which
forced widespread cancellations of youth
programs and prompted serious financial
strains on Camp’s ability to sustain facili-
ties. To the excitement of the Camp Sylves-
ter Board of Directors, Camp has recovered
quicky and camper participation has even
grown beyond pre-pandemic levels, a mile-
stone achievement for everyone involved.

Camp is always working to improve facili-
ties to allow for the best camper experience

possible. Renovation work was delayed
this last spring following the epic winter
snow season of 2023. But, if you visited
Camp Sylvester in summer 2023, it is all but
certain you would have noticed the amphi-
theater stage and campfire area renovations
were underway. Again, with great appre-
ciation for a significant contribution from
the Hilmar Cheese Company, Camp Sylves-
ter was able to renovate the amphitheater
stage and campfire area this past year for
the enjoyment of thousands of youth camp-
ers and guests who visit Camp annually.
The amphitheater stage and campfire area
features a reinforced foundation, weather
resistant decking, more theatrical stage
backdrop, and updated seating. These
exciting updates are wonderful additions
to improve the youth experiences during
Camp’s nightly campfire skits, songs, and
memory making.

Planning efforts are still underway, but
Camp Staff anticipate beginning work for a
phase 1 project to complete improvements
for an updated outdoor picnic area and
outdoor classroom area in 2024. Catalyst

License# 276660

funds for this improved amenity are being
provided by the Mary Stuart Rogers Foun-
dation of Modesto.

Also new for 2024, for the first time in
decades, Camp Sylvester is offering youth
camp programs to any youth who wish to
attend an overnight summer camp program
hosted at Camp Sylvester. In 2023, Camp
partnered with Run for Fun Camps, a
well-established youth service organization
who will be hosting four-(4), one-(1) week-
long summer camp sessions available to

all youth ages 7-13 to attend. Campers can
learn more and directly sign-up for over-
night camp programs at www.campsyl-
vester.org/camp-programs. It is an exciting
time; Camp staff is looking forward to the
upcoming year and years to follow.

To learn more about Camp Sylvester, spon-
sor a child’s enrollment in an overnight
camp program, or sponsor a Camp facil-
ity improvement project, please call (209)
459-1560, visit CampSylvester.org or email
Ken@CampSylvester.org.

l.). Larsen

PUmps, inc.

MODESTO

(209)529-2020
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(209)634-7276
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tion projects. Our company is getting ready  out. The Sierra Pacific sawmill needed

for the traditional logging season that be- some larger logs, and that is what loggers
gins in the coming weeks. Once we return ~ went after to fill the gap. The mill that takes
to the woods, we’ll be logging and remov- ~ small logs has enough inventory to make it

ing biomass east of Sonora as part of a U.S.  to mid-summer. Because of the oversupply,
Forest Service stewardship contract. In our  prices, particularly for white fir, are lower
area of the Stanislaus National Forest, we’re than they’ve been in the recent past. If you

in the middle of about a thousand-acre are a timberland owner trying to sell logs,
mastication project, and other operators are it’s not the best market conditions for small
doing similar jobs. More of these projects white fir.

will be bid on in the coming months. Many

AR | = d projects happening on national forestland Last year was a pretty mild fire season in
From the Fields - Shaun Crook are for removing submerchantable bio- California. Conventional wisdom tells me
mass, which is turned into wood chips and  this year is going to be about the same on
By: Shaun Crook, Tuolumne County processed at a cogeneration facility. More timber ground and on national forestland.
Forester, California Farm Bureau traditional logging jobs on private land are ~ The lower, 3,000-foot elevation, which
First Vice President happening by others, such as those operat-  contains brush and chapparal, has received
Source: California Farm Bureau ing for Sierra Pacific Industries. good water, but there is a lot of untreated
brush and growth, so I worry about our
Operators are getting back to the woods A few local loggers were able to operate foothill counties. This material, regardless

and working on mastication, or fuel-reduc-  this winter because the conditions worked  of the precipitation received, will burn hot,

so it is important to take care of any fire

starts immediately. My crystal ball says it
SSlIEUREI may be a lower-elevation fire season as op-

m posed to the forest fires we’ve had in years

_(mm going back to the Dixie Fire and others.

OR WATCH IT BURN

.. FARM BUREAU

THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS!

¢ AL Gilbert Company e Covers Apple Ranch ¢ Mountain Oasis Purified Water LLC
o QOakdale, (209) 847-1721 o Tuolumne, (209) 840-2674 o Sonora, (209) 533-9000
¢ Armstrong Logging e Crook Logging Inc ¢ Left Coast Land Clearing
o Twain Harte, (209) 586-1384 o Groveland, (209) 962-7716 o Sonora, (209) 536-9174
¢ Aspen Meadow Pack Station ¢ Diestel Turkey Ranch ¢ Sierra Resource Management Inc
o Sonora, (209) 965-3402 o Sonora, (209) 532-4950 o Sonorga, (209) 984-1146
¢ Benton Roberson CPAs LLP ¢ Doherty Tire of Sonora ¢ Tuolumne Utilities District T ANISLAUS COUNTY
o Sonora, (209) 586-5236 o Standard, (209) 532-3484 o Sonora, (209) 770-8902 - .
 Blue Mountain Minerals e DSRS Inc. e Twain Harte Lumber & Hardware ,F}E Fa?n!latggﬂ“a FARM
o Columbia, (209) 533-0127 o Sonora, (209) 993-8146 o Twain Harte, (209) 586-3571 BUREAU
¢ California Reforestation Inc ¢ Fulton Trucking Inc. ¢ Valley Pacific Petroleum
o Sonora, (209) 840-1326 o Groveland, (209) 962-4350 o Stockton, (209) 948-9412
 Canepa & Sons Well Drilling ¢ Hurst Ranch * Yosemite Clean Energy
o Sonora, (209) 532-1136 o Jamestown, (209) 984-3016 o Mariposa, (209) 800-2831
e Cedar Ridge Apple Ranch LLC « Joe Cover & Sons Inc * Yosemite Farm Credit HILMAR GRANGE HALL
o Sonora, (209) 533-9463 o Tuolumne, (209) 840-2674 o Turlock, (209) 667-2366 8188 LANDER AVE, HILMAR
¢ Conifer Communications Inc ¢ Lockhart Appraisal Come and enjoy an evening with fellow Farm Bureau
© 5onora, (209) 532-5859 © Soulsbyville members to discuss current topics impacting

California Agriculture

This is a free event open to all Farm Bureau members
Light appetizers and drinks will be provided

209) 522-727 abid@stanfarmbureau.or To RSVP contact the Stanislaus County Farm Bureau at (209) 522-7278
e ( )5 8 @ © 9 or Merced County Farm Bureau at (209) 723-3001
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