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Ag Safety Awareness Week 
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The well-being of our nation’s farmers and agricultural workers is vital 
to strong communities and the U.S. economy.  Safety training gives 
farm families the awareness and information they need to reduce 

safety hazards and protect their children who often work on the farm.
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Annual Meeting of Members
S T A N I S L A U S  C O U N T Y  F A R M  B U R E A U  P R E S E N T S  T H E

W o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  t o  s u p p o r t  y o u !

THURSDAY, APRIL 13, 2023  •    5:30 PM
A T  T H E  S T A N I S L A U S  C O U N T Y  F A I R G R O U N D S

Stanislaus County Farm Bureau
1201 L Street
Modesto, Ca 95354
(209) 522-7278
www.stanfarmbureau.org

EVENT DETAILS
Thurs. April 13th, 2023
Stanislaus County Fair: 900 N Broadway, Turlock
5:30 Social Hour, Silent Auction & Tradeshow
6:30 Steak Dinner
7:15 Short Business Meeting, Program, 
Guest Speakers

TICKETS $50.00 PER PERSON
To reserve tickets call (209) 522-7278,
Visit the website, or scan here

WORKING TOGETHER TO SUPPORT YOU!
Join us for a fantastic evening including the best
silent auction, a delcious dinner, great company
and some wonderful guest speakers. Proceeds
help us support ag scholarships, ag education
days and grower CEU opportunities!
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MODESTO
209-527-1900

MERCED
209-383-1116

IT PAYS TO BE A MEMBER

 CASH PATRONAGE DIVIDEND

$31,800,000
CHECKS TO BE MAILED IN MARCH

yosemitefarmcredit.com

TURLOCK
209-668-3522

LOS BANOS
209-827-3885

PATTERSON
209-892-6136

OAKDALE
209-847-7021

American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion’s 2023 Ag Safety Awareness 
Program (ASAP) Week was cre-
ated to bring awareness to safety 
and health issues facing the 
agriculture industry. The U.S. 
Agricultural Safety and Health 
Centers are joining American 
Farm Bureau Federation in keep-
ing friends and family safe and 
healthy this year by recognizing 
common agricultural hazards 
with the theme “Lead the Way in 
Agriculture.”

Themes
Monday – Mental Health
Tuesday – Preventative Health 
Care
Wednesday – Safety Culture
Thursday – Situational Awareness
Friday – Temperature-Related 
Safety
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January 14, 2022 

 
BUDGET 

 
2022-2023 State Budget Proposal 
 

Governor Gavin Newsom has released his proposed State Budget for the 2022-2023 fiscal year. This $286.4 
billion budget is the State’s largest budget to date and includes a $46.7 billion surplus ($20.6 billion of 
which is discretionary). In his press conference on Monday, Governor Newsom outlined his top priorities: 
COVID response, Climate, Homelessness, Cost of Living and Public Safety. Below is a truncated list of 
funding proposals that are of most relevance to agriculture: 
 
AGRICULTURE, GENERALLY 

• $50 million to four CSU University Farms (Cal Poly SLO and Pomona, Chico and Fresno) 
• $287,000 for animal mortality management considering rendering disruptions 
• $537,000 for education/outreach by the State Organic Program 

COVID RESPONSE 
• $2.7 billion for testing, vaccine distribution, hospital support and public health education 

CLEAN ENERGY and TRANSPORTATION 
• $6.1 billion for zero-emission vehicles (ZEV) and charging infrastructure  

o $3.9 billion heavy-duty truck conversion 
o $102 billion passenger vehicle 
o 1 billion ZEV infrastructure and charging stations  

• $100 million green hydro-electric 
• $4 million offshore wind projects 
• $210 million industrial decarbonization 
• $85 million for the Food Processor Investment Program (FPIP)  

CLIMATE CHANGE 
• $150 million Funding Agricultural Replacement Measures for Emission Reductions Program (FARMER) 
• $85 million Healthy Soils Program 
• $48 million livestock methane reduction (includes dairy digesters and alternative manure management) 
• $5 million for research into livestock methane reduction strategies and projects  
• $22 million for technical assistance grants for conservation management plans (i.e. conservation plans, 

carbon sequestration plans, and transition to organic plans to focus on carbon and water actions).  
• $15 million Pollinator Habitat Program 
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Air Quality 
Assemblymember Garcia intro-
duced AB 1401 would require 
the CARB to give additional 
preference to air quality im-
provement projects under 
the Air Quality Improvement 
Program (AQIP) based on the 
project’s ability to promote the 
use of clean alternative fuels, 
biofuels, and vehicle technolo-
gies. The bill would also require 
the state board to include certain 
information relating to renew-
able fuels and biofuels in its 
biennial report to the Legisla-
ture on the program. Staff: Katie 
Little, klittle@cfbf.com 
SB 768 by Senator Caballero 
was introduced last week. The 
California Environmental Qual-
ity Act (CEQA) requires a lead 
agency, as defined, to prepare, 
or cause to be prepared, and 
certify the completion of an en-
vironmental impact report on a 
project that it proposes to carry 
out or approve that may have 
a significant effect on the envi-
ronment or to adopt a negative 
declaration if it finds that the 
project will not have that effect. 
CEQA also requires a lead agen-
cy to prepare a mitigated nega-
tive declaration for a project that 
may have a significant effect 
on the environment if revisions 
in the project would avoid or 
mitigate that effect and there is 
no substantial evidence that the 
project, as revised, would have 
a significant effect on the envi-
ronment. This bill would state 
the intent of the Legislature to 
enact subsequent legislation that 
would create a new transporta-
tion impact analysis for rural ar-
eas for purposes of CEQA. Staff: 
Katie Little, klittle@cfbf.com 

Animal Health and Welfare
SB 780 by Senator Alvarado-Gil 
is a spot bill that would state 
the intent of the Legislature to 

enact subsequent legislation 
requiring the secretary to have 
the final determination regard-
ing whether a feed additive or 
ingredient is safe for both live-
stock and consumers and can be 
distributed within California. 
Existing law establishes the 
Department of Food and Agri-
culture regulates, among other 
things, certain animal feedlots, 
and requires operators of those 
businesses to be registered with 
the secretary. Existing law also 
establishes the Feed Inspection 
Advisory Board in state govern-
ment and generally requires it to 
serve in an advisory capacity to 
the secretary with respect to the 
operation of the law governing 
commercial feed. Farm Bureau 
will continue to monitor this bill 
as language is developed. Staff: 
Katie Little, klittle@cfbf.com 

Broadband 
Assemblymember Wood intro-
duced AB-1714 . This bill would 
define “public utility” to include 
a corporation providing broad-
band service to the public or a 
portion of the public. Currently, 
the Public Utilities Commission 
does not regulate broadband 
providers as a “public utility” in 
any capacity. Staff: Peter Ansel; 
pansel@cfbf.com 

CESA and Wildlife 
Assemblymember Flora (R – 
Modesto) has introduced AB 
1629, a spot bill relating to en-
dangered species. Existing law 
requires the Department of Fish 
and Game, in cooperation with 
the Department of Food and Ag-
riculture and specified persons, 
to adopt regulations that autho-
rize locally designed voluntary 
programs for routine and on-
going agricultural activities on 
farms or ranches that encourage 
habitat for candidate, threat-
ened, and endangered species, 

and wildlife generally. Existing 
law requires these authorized 
programs to, among other 
things, be supported by the best 
available scientific information 
for both agricultural and conser-
vation practices. Farm Bureau 
will track the bill as substantive 
language will be added in the 
coming weeks. Staff: Katie Little, 
klittle@cfbf.com 

Food Safety 
SB-701, as introduced by Hurta-
do. Existing law, the Sherman 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Law, 
requires the State Department 
of Public Health, whenever the 
department finds that a class 
of food distributed in the state 

may, by reason of contamination 
with micro-organisms during 
manufacture, packing, or stor-
age, be injurious to the health 
of a man or other animal that 
consumes it, and that the injuri-
ous nature cannot be adequately 
determined after the food has 
entered commerce, to adopt 
regulations providing for the 
issuance of permits to manufac-
turers, processors, or packers of 
the class of food. Existing law, 
the California Retail Food Code, 
requires all food to be manu-
factured, produced, prepared, 
compounded, packed, stored, 
transported, kept for sale, and 
served so as to be pure and free 
from adulteration and spoilage. 
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This bill would state the intent 
of the Legislature to enact legis-
lation regarding food and safety 
standards to ensure general 
food safety requirements are 
updated and aligned with the 
evolving goals of the Legisla-
ture. Vote: majority. Appropria-
tion: no. Fiscal committee: no. 
State-mandated local program: 
no. Staff: Chris Reardon; crear-
don@cfbf.com 

Herbicides and Pesticides 
AB-1752, as introduced, Com-
mittee on Agriculture. Existing 
law requires the Secretary of 
Food and Agriculture to adopt 
regulations necessary to mini-
mize the hazard to bees, while 
still providing for the reason-
able and necessary application 
of pesticides toxic to bees to 
blossoming plants, as specified. 
Under existing law, a failure to 
comply with those regulations 
is subject to a civil penalty of 
not more than $500 for each day 
that the violation continues and, 
after a warning notice of 7 days 
is given, is an infraction. 

In addition to the civil penalty 
and infraction described above, 
this bill would authorize a coun-
ty agricultural commissioner, in 
lieu of a civil prosecution by the 
secretary, to levy a civil penalty 
of not more than $3,000 per vio-
lation against a person violating 
those regulations, as specified. 
Staff: Chris Reardon; creardon@
cfbf.com 

AB-99 as introduced, Connolly. 
Existing law vests the Depart-
ment of Transportation with 
possession and control of the 
state highway system and as-
sociated property. Existing law 
prohibits each state agency that 
has responsibility for roadside 
vegetation control operations 
on, or along, a roadway, includ-
ing a state highway, from con-
ducting a roadside vegetation 
control operation on a portion of 
the roadway for which a prop-
erty owner has made a request 
for information related to the 
roadside vegetation control op-
eration until certain conditions 
are satisfied, as specified. This 
bill would require the depart-
ment to develop and adopt a 
statewide policy to discontinue 
roadside spraying of herbicides 
and synthetic pesticides in each 

county where the county board 
of supervisors has adopted a 
resolution that opposes the 
spraying of herbicides and syn-
thetic pesticides in the county, 
except where no alternative 
vegetation management practice 
is feasible or during a state of 
emergency relating to wildfire if 
the spraying is solely for pur-
poses of preventing, combating, 
or mitigating the risk of wild-
fire. The bill would require the 
department, in developing that 
policy, to consider. Staff: Chris 
Reardon; creardon@cfbf.com 

Marketing 
AB-1715, as introduced, Com-
mittee on Agriculture. Existing 
law authorizes the Secretary of 
Food and Agriculture to act as 
an adviser for producers and 
distributors, if requested, and 
assist them in the economical 
and efficient distribution of any 
product at fair prices. This bill 
would make nonsubstantive 
changes to this provision. Vote: 
majority. Appropriation: no. 
Staff: Chris Reardon; creardon@
cfbf.com 

Taxation 
AB-1500 from Assemblymem-
ber Irwin introduced a spot 
bill that states the intent of the 
Legislature to enact legislation 
relating to taxation and the base 
year value of real property that 
is substantially damaged or 
destroyed by a disaster. Cur-
rent property tax law provides, 
pursuant to a requirement of 
the California Constitution, that 
the property tax base year value 
of real property that is substan-
tially damaged or destroyed by 
a disaster, as declared by the 
Governor, may be transferred to 
a comparable property located 
within the same county that is 
acquired or newly constructed 
within a prescribed time after 
the disaster as a replacement 
property. Staff: Peter Ansel; pan-
sel@cfbf.com 

Water 
Assemblymember Juan Carrillo 
introduced AB-1364 a spot bill 
related to lake and streambed 
alterations. Current law prohib-
its an entity from substantially 
diverting or obstructing the 
natural flow of, or substantially 
changing or using any material 
from the bed, channel, or bank 

of, any river, stream, or lake, or 
from depositing or disposing of 
certain material where it may 
pass into any river, stream, or 
lake, without first notifying the 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 
of that activity, and entering 
into a lake or streambed altera-
tion agreement if required by 
the department to protect fish 
and wildlife resources, except 
as specified. Staff: Peter Ansel; 
pansel@cfbf.com 

AB-1488 from Assemblymember 
Wallis would create streamlin-
ing of judicial review for water 
conveyance or storage projects 
challenged under the Califor-
nia Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA). AB 1488l would require 
the Judicial Council to adopt 
rules of court applicable to ac-
tions or proceedings brought to 
attack, review, set aside, void, or 
annul the certification or adop-
tion of an environmental impact 
report for water conveyance or 
storage projects or the granting 
of project approvals, including 
any appeals to the court of ap-
peal or the Supreme Court, to 
be resolved, within 270 days of 
the filing of the certified record 
of proceedings with the court to 
an action or proceeding seek-
ing judicial review of the lead 
agency’s action related to those 
projects. Staff: Peter Ansel; pan-
sel@cfbf.com 

AB-1563 from Assemblymem-
ber Bennett has been intro-
duced. Existing law authorizes 
a groundwater sustainability 
agency to request of the county, 
and requires a county to consid-
er, that the county forward per-
mit requests for the construction 
of new groundwater wells, the 
enlarging of existing groundwa-
ter wells, and the reactivation of 
abandoned groundwater wells 
to the agency before permit ap-
proval. This bill would instead 
require a county to forward per-
mit requests for the construction 
of new groundwater wells, the 
enlarging of existing ground-
water wells, and the reactiva-
tion of abandoned groundwa-
ter wells to the groundwater 
sustainability agency before 
permit approval. Staff: Peter 
Ansel; pansel@cfbf.com 
Assemblymember Garcia has 
introduced AB-1567 , the Safe 
Drinking Water, Wildfire Pre-

vention, Drought Preparation, 
Flood Protection, Extreme Heat 
Mitigation, and Workforce 
Development Bond Act of 2023, 
which, if approved by the vot-
ers, would authorize the issu-
ance of bonds in the amount of 
$15,105,000,000 pursuant to the 
State General Obligation Bond 
Law to finance projects for safe 
drinking water, wildfire preven-
tion, drought preparation, flood 
protection, extreme heat mitiga-
tion, and workforce develop-
ment programs. Staff: Peter 
Ansel; pansel@cfbf.com 

AB-1572 from Assemblymember 
Friedman has been introduced. 
Existing law establishes the state 
water policy that the use of wa-
ter for domestic purposes is the 
highest use of water. This bill 
would make legislative findings 
and declarations concerning 
water use, including that the use 
of potable water to irrigate non-
functional turf is wasteful and 
incompatible with state policy 
relating to climate change, wa-
ter conservation, and reduced 
reliance on the Sacramento-San 
Joaquin Delta ecosystem. The 
bill would direct all appropri-
ate state agencies to encourage 
and support the elimination of 
irrigation of nonfunctional turf 
with potable water. Staff: Peter 
Ansel; pansel@cfbf.com 

Also introduced from Assembly-
member Friedman is AB-1573 
. Current law, the Water Con-
servation in Landscaping Act, 
requires the Director of Water 
Resources to convene a working 
group comprised of representa-
tives from the landscape nursery 
industry, the agricultural com-
munity, the landscape retail 
industry, environmental orga-
nizations, urban water agen-
cies, and other professionals 
to examine the current state of 
consumer information available 
and accessible regarding water 
use associated with landscape 
plants and to explore and iden-
tify options for improving the 
availability, accessibility, and 
quality of consumer information 
regarding water use associated 
with landscape plants. This bill 
would delete that requirement. 
Staff: Peter Ansel; pansel@cfbf.
com 

See Review on page 8



As another membership service, Farm Bureau members are of﻿fered FREE classi-
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FREE ADS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERSFREE ADS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

Classified Ad's $4.40 per run.
COPY DEADLINE: MONDAY 12 NOON

Ag/Investment Properties
Marcus Haney

REALTOR®, CA BRE 
#01917446

Contact me at 209/605-6727
and visit MarcusHaney.com

Sale Alfalfa. Best price, 
great quality. Bigger Bales 
especially suited to horses. 
Cook Valley Angus Ranches 

Modesto 209 996 7365 & 
Available May- Oct

Mobile Home For Sale
Double wide mobile home 

1100 sq ft in senior park. All 
up grades, tile floors, crown 
molding, gas range, Compo-
sition roof, Vaulted ceilings, 
must see, move in ready, 

Terms available or $85,000
Ken (209) 204-6691

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS 
CUT YOUR ENERGY BILLS  
ELIMINATE DUST & NOISE 

Lowest Prices Guaranteed! Largest 

Selection in the Valley! Windows, Doors, 

Skylights, Soundproofing, Licensed, 

Bonded & Insured. 

Visit Our Showroom: 

1050 Kansas Ave., Modesto

 Cal Comfort Insulating Windows, Inc.

Contractors Lic. #51317 Class C17B

209-527-1310 (TFN)

Wilson Portable Welding 
Structural • Fabrication • 

General Repair 
• Dairy Repair • Ag Repair

•Mobile - 765-3596 
• Shop – 524-3016 (TFN)

RATES: Display rates on request. Terms are cash. Ads should 
be paid for at time of first insertion or immediately after receipt 
of bill if order is placed by telephone or mail.
ERRORS: The Stanislaus Farm News will not be liable for more 
than one incorrect insertion. Errors must be called to the atten-
tion of the Classified Advertising Department not later than 4 
p.m. on the Tuesday following publication of the ad. Claims for 
adjustment must be made within 15 days. We reserve the right 
to reject or revise any advertisement. 

120 SPECIAL NOTICES

Woodbridge Spraying
Field Spraying

Orchard Spraying
Backhoe

380-0727 (TFN)

1000 SERVICES

800 For Rent

1000 SERVICES

Orchard Brush Pile
Grinding Service

Brush • Stumps • Huller Twigs
Davis Ag & Ranch Clean Up
CA. Contractor Lic#796783

209-670-5278
We haul Rock, Sand, 

Gravel, Demolition Clean 
Up & Removal, Tree Holes, 

Irrigation Lines & More. 
Lic. # 884701

Home-(209) 848-0538
Cell (209) 525-7715 (TFN)

300 Employment

RON MARTELLA
Custom Nut Harvesting
SHAKING, SWEEPING

AND HARVESTING
883-4819 or 883-0690

PROAG Commercial 
Ag. Spraying

Orchard, vineyard $ herbicide 
applications

209-613-6355 Pat, 209-678-
8072 Matt, 209-613-3227 

Justin
Visit proag.webs.com

Service Mechanic, duties 
include greasing, changes air 
filters and oil, etc. Pays $15/
hour with a harvest bonus. 
Must be willing to work 6 
days a week. Opportunity 

for longer employment based 
on job performance and 
experience. Call Jenn for 

more details: 209-648-7947

House for Rent
$1500.00 & Deposit $1700 
2 bedroom, 1 bathroom, 

Large kitchen & livingroom, 
Sinhle car garage, Riverbank

681-9286

Haney
      & Associates

Cherry Orchard In the 
Wood Colony

59+/- Acres. Excellent soil 
comprised of 75% Hanford 
sandy loam (HdpA). MID 
irrigation with micro jet 

sprinklers. 2,500 sq. ft. Metal 
Barn included. $2,330,000 
Simvoulakis Real Estate 

209.985.9700
BRE #705092

900 REAL ESTATE

METAL BUILDINGS
  Provided & installed, in-
terior upgrades available, 

fully engineered, refer-
ences available. 

Active Industrial Contracting
Michael Frost - 613-3548. 

Lic. #735904 (TFN)Electrical and 
Refrigeration Service

No job to small. 
Troubleshooting, upgrades 
on home, ranch, dairy, and 

commercial buildings.
209-648-7748

1100 MISCELLANEOUS

LOW COST HOUSING Largest 
Inventory in Valley of Preowned 
Mobile Homes. Approx. 100 to 
choose from. Priced to fit your 
Budget. Transportation Avail-
able. DLR. 209-632-0854.

Noeller Farm
farm & ranch management
Almond, Peaches, Walnuts
custom Almond & Walnuts

(209) 883-2417 or 
(209) 606-2084

Kenyon Organic Services
Organic Consulting Services

Crop and Livestock
Carol Kenyon
(209) 484-1097

ck.cattle23@gmail.com

Martin Reyes 
Land leveling

Discing
Chiseling

Lice.#954989
(209) 605-4079

500 FARM EQUIPMENT
For Sale: 

Metal milkcans with lids

Heavy duty ripper, 3 shanks, 
$3,000

150 gal water tank, $1,800, used 
one season, on frame w/ wheels, 

new tires and gravity flow
All Items OBO

Contact Arby: 209-505-0555 or 
text: 209-602-1400

1955 Fordson Major Diesel 
Rears and Sprayer & 

Implements Tires 85% 
Runs Great 

Sonora 
$6k 

Call 209-768-6060

510 LIVESTOCK

Great Plains no-till corn 
planter 8-row model 

YP825A-0830
It has a john blue injection 

pump. Great condition. 
#22,000 OBO phone 209-874-

4042 or 209-765-6298

1/2 " x 10 ' EMT used as 
walnut stakes. For more 
information please call 

(408) 313-8763

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

For Sale:
John Deere 5100ML low profile 

with Exact cab
Vrisimo flail mower – 12’ & 8’
PBM 500 gallon sprayer with 
electric valves (never used)
Durand Wayland 500 gallon 

sprayer
Domries float leveler – 12’

Call Joe: 209-404-3326

Verisimo Might Max fail mower. 
Model # SC-100 asking $5000

Orchard float roller 9ft wide 
asking $1000

Text or leave a VM 
209-505-1731

Need help with your Farm 
Labor? 

Call Lencioni Farm Services
209-537-2186

Thank you for your Membership. 
For the GOOD of your FOOD. 

Spring tooth with attached following 
harrow. 8 ft wide, 3 point hook-up 

asking $1000
Brush rake. Rear push. 9ft wide 

adjustable spacing for 4 or 5 forks 
asking $1000

Text or leave VM for 
209-505-1731

Roofing • fencing • Plywood • Siding

HaRdwaRe • inSulation • windowS • o.S.B.

Denair Location: (209) 632-2494
Riverbank Location: (209) 869-4424
www.DenairLumberCo.com
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This is one in a series of fact sheets composed by the California Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom (CFAITC). For additional educational 
materials: CFAITC, 2600 River Plaza Drive, Suite 220, Sacramento, CA 95833-3293    (916) 561-5625    (800) 700-AITC    Fax: (916) 561-5697
Email: info@learnaboutag.org    Website: LearnAboutAg.org  ©2020 California Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom. All rights reserved.®

How Produced – In early spring, seeds are planted one to 
three inches deep, by mechanical planters, in seedbeds. 
Plants are irrigated, fertilized and weeded, as needed, during 
the 25 week growing cycle. The first 
true leaves appear after two to four 
weeks with the bud, also known as 
a "square," appearing about five to 
seven weeks after planting. The white 
blossoms become pollinated, turn 
light pink and then wither at about nine 
weeks, letting the cotton boll develop, 
producing the fibers and seeds that 
are harvested. The cotton bolls open 
naturally over time and a defoliant 
chemical is applied by ground or 
air to ensure top quality. This helps 
the leaves dry and fall off and any 
remaining closed bolls to open.

A mechanical cotton harvester moves 
through the field picking the cotton, 
which is then packed into truckload 
sized "modules" and taken to the gin. 
The gin separates the cotton fibers 
from the seeds. Cleaning equipment 
removes twigs and other debris. The 
fiber, now called lint, is packed into 
500-pound bales and then transported to textile mills. The 
cotton is carded or combed, making all of the fibers run 
parallel, and then spun into thread. Some whole cotton seed is 
fed to cattle. Some seed is further processed. The fine "linter" 
fibers are removed and the seed is pressed and cooked,  
producing cottonseed oil and meal.

Uses – Like lumber, cotton comes in many varieties and 
qualities, each suitable for different purposes. The long lint 
fibers are used for many things, most of which begin with 
a thread, yarn, or cotton fabric. Clothing and bedding items 
are common products. The smaller cotton fibers, known as 
linters, are removed from the seed and are used as stuffing 
for furniture and components of linoleum, plastics, and 
insulation. Cotton seed oil is used in foods and cosmetics. 
Cotton seed hulls are eaten by cattle.  

History – The oldest cotton fibers and boll fragments, dated 
from around 5000 B.C., were discovered in Mexico. In 5 B.C., 
the Greek historian Herodotus reported of a plant that “bore 
fleece.” Cotton has been worn in India and Egypt for over 
5,000 years. Cotton was grown by Native Americans as early 
as 1500. In England in the 1700s, it was against the law to 
import or manufacture fabric made of cotton since it was a 
threat to the sheep and wool industry.

American colonists were able to grow lots of cotton, but 
processing was difficult. It was not until the 1700s that the 
cotton industry flourished in the United States. It was then 

that Samuel Slater, an Englishman, 
built the first American cotton mill. 
These mills converted cotton fibers 
into yarn and cloth. 

In 1793, Eli Whitney developed 
the cotton gin, which mechanically 
separates the seed from the lint 
fiber. Whitney named his machine 
a "gin," short for the word "engine." 
Technology has improved over the 
past centuries making cotton growth 
and production much more efficient.

Varieties – There are five main 
cottons varieties grown throughout 
the world–Egyptian, American Pima, 
Sea Island, Asiatic, and Upland. The 
most prominent types of cotton grown 
in California are Upland, whose fiber 
lengths are 13/16 inches to 11/4 inches 
in length, and American Pima,  
whose fiber lengths are 15/16 inches  
to 11/2 inches. Seventeen states in the 

nation produce cotton with roughly 12 million acres of cotton 
planted annually. 

Commodity Value – Cotton is a leading cash crop nationally, 
ranking behind corn, soybeans, and wheat. In California, 
cotton and cottonseed rank 5th and 4th in terms of value of 
sales by commodity group. In 2015, California’s cotton and 
cottonseed crop value was over $336 million. 

Top Producing Counties – The majority of cotton is 
produced in the cotton belt of the United States, ranging 
along the southern part of the nation from California to Florida 
and Virginia. In 2015, the top five cotton producing counties in 
California include Kings, Fresno, Merced, Kern, and Tulare.

For additional information: 
National Cotton Council
Website: www.cotton.org
Website: cottonsjourney.com

Square
Flower

Bur

Lint
(seeds inside)

Leaf

Boll
 (open)

Boll
(closed)

Cotton
Information compiled by the California Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom

Commodity Fact Sheet
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The Largest Selection of Heavy Duty Shop Tools and Machinery In Northern California

Modesto (209) 529-8984          Turlock (209) 632-2315
512 River Road                      712 Lander Avenue

RAYCO INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY
Locally Owned and Operated Since 1969

Air Compressors

Steam and High Pressure Cleaners 
Metal Working Tools and Machinery

Automotive Tools and Equipment, Shop Heaters and Coolers
Hand Tools, Abrasives, Saw Blades and Safety Supplies
Power Tools, Wood Working Tools and Machinery

Used Tool and Machinery Dealer
Sales and Service
California Contractors License 708487

6.5" x 3"

Phil Rumble:  
(209) 996-1517 
Matt Rumble:  
(209) 996-8161

Topping    Hedging 
(Fall 2021: Hedging Down to 2’)

Skirting

Dual Mechanical 
Brush Stacking

Almond/Walnut 
Conditioning

Orchard 
Management

Assemblymember Bains has in-
troduced two spot bills AB-1613 
and AB-1648. Existing law, the 
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta 
Reform Act of 2009, declares 
that the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
Delta is a critically important 
natural resource for California 
and the nation. AB 1613 would 
state the intent of the Legislature 
to enact future legislation re-
quiring the Department of Water 
Resources to identify permanent 
and temporary salinity barriers 
that would reduce the amount 
of fresh water outflow required 
to combat saltwater intrusion 
into the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
Delta. AB 1648 would state that 
it is the intent of the Legislature 
to enact subsequent legislation 
that would prohibit the City and 
County of Los Angeles from 
achieving federally mandated 
conservation of Colorado River 
water supplies by increasing wa-
ter imports from other regions, 
including the San Joaquin Val-
ley. Staff: Peter Ansel; pansel@
cfbf.com 

AB-1736 from Assemblymember 
Juan Carrillo has been intro-

From Review on page 5 duced. It is a spot bill related to 
the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act. Staff: Peter 
Ansel; pansel@cfbf.com 

Senator Eggman introduced 
SB-638 , which would enact the 
Climate Resiliency and Flood 
Protection Bond Act of 2024 
which, if approved by the vot-
ers, would authorize the issu-
ance of bonds in the amount of 
$4,500,000,000, pursuant to the 
State General Obligation Bond 
Law, for flood protection and 
climate resiliency projects. Staff: 
Peter Ansel; pansel@cfbf.com 

SB-651 , introduced by Senator 
Grove has been introduced. This 
bill would make it the policy of 
this state that, to help advance 
groundwater recharge projects, 
and to demonstrate the feasi-
bility of projects that can use 
available high water flows to re-
charge local groundwater while 
minimizing flood risks, the state 
board and the regional water 
quality control boards prioritize 
water right permits, water quali-
ty certifications, waste discharge 
requirements, and conditional 
waivers of waste discharge 
requirements to accelerate ap-
provals for projects that enhance 

the ability of a local or state 
agency to capture high precipi-
tation events for local storage or 
recharge, consistent with water 
right priorities and protections 
for fish and wildlife. Staff: Peter 
Ansel; pansel@cfbf.com 

SB-659 has been introduced by 
Senator Ashby. This bill would 
establish that it is the policy of 
the state to recharge groundwa-
ter by a minimum of 10 million 
acre-feet of water annually. The 
bill would require the depart-
ment to promulgate regulations 
necessary to implement this 
policy. Staff: Peter Ansel; pan-
sel@cfbf.com 

Senator Hurtado introduced 
SB-737. This bill would state 
the intent of the Legislature to 
enact subsequent legislation to 
capture floodwater to recharge 
groundwater basins and to 
require the Department of Water 
Resources and the State Water 
Resources Control Board to 
work together to expedite the 
regulatory steps necessary to 
store significant rainfall and ex-
cess water underground, while 
still ensuring protections for the 
environment and other water 
users as required by state law. 

Staff: Peter Ansel; pansel@cfbf.
com 

SB-753 has been introduced 
by Senator Caballero. This bill 
would create a felony for plant-
ing, cultivating, harvesting, 
drying, or processing marijuana 
that results in substantial en-
vironmental harm to surface 
or groundwater, a violation of 
pesticide provisions, taking or 
using water from a conveyance 
or storage facility without per-
mission, and extraction or use 
of groundwater from an unper-
mitted well or from a permitted 
well in excess of a restriction. 
Staff: Peter Ansel; pansel@cfbf.
com 

Senator Dahle has introduced 
SB-836. This bill would autho-
rize a landowner, in the County 
of Siskiyou, where a conduit 
is constructed across or buried 
beneath the lands of 2 or more 
landowners, and the conduit is 
not under the control or man-
agement of any public agency or 
authority, to modify or replace 
the conduit on or beneath their 
land if the modification or re-
placement is made in a manner 
that does not impede the flow 
of the water to any other water 
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right holder receiving a benefit 
of the conduit. Staff: Peter Ansel; 
pansel@cfbf.com 

Also from Senator Dahle, SB-
861 would require the Judicial 
Council to adopt rules of court 
related to California Environ-
mental Quality Act actions or 
proceedings brought to attack, 
review, set aside, void, or an-
nul the certification or adoption 
of an environmental impact 
report for water conveyance or 
storage projects, as defined, or 
the granting of project approv-
als, including any appeals to 
the court of appeal or the Su-
preme Court, to be resolved, to 
the extent feasible, within 270 
days of the filing of the certified 
record of proceedings with the 
court to an action or proceeding 
seeking judicial review of the 
lead agency’s action related to 
those projects. Staff: Peter Ansel; 
pansel@cfbf.com 

Senator Allen has introduced 
SB-867 , which would enact the 
Drought and Water Resilience, 
Wildfire and Forest Resilience, 
Coastal Resilience, Extreme 
Heat Mitigation, Biodiversity 
and Nature-Based Climate 
Solutions, Climate Smart Ag-
riculture, and Park Creation 
and Outdoor Access Bond Act 
of 2023, which, if approved by 
the voters, would authorize 
the issuance of bonds in an 
unspecified amount pursuant 
to the State General Obligation 
Bond Law to finance projects for 
drought and water resilience, 
wildfire and forest resilience, 
coastal resilience, extreme heat 
mitigation, biodiversity and 
nature-based climate solutions, 
climate smart agriculture, and 
park creation and outdoor 
access programs. Staff: Peter 
Ansel; pansel@cfbf.com 

Wildfire 
AB-1544 from 
Assemblymem-
ber Patterson 
would expressly 
exempt from 
the California 
Environmen-
tal Quality Act 
(CEQA) a proj-
ect reduction of 
fuels in areas 
within moder-
ate, high, and 
very high fire 
hazard severity 
zones. Staff: Pe-
ter Ansel; pan-
sel@cfbf.com 

Senator Limon 
introduced SB-
675 . Current 
law requires the 
Department of 
Forestry and 
Fire Protection 
to establish a 
local assistance 
grant program 
with advance 
payments for 
eligible fire 
prevention and 
home harden-
ing education 
activities in the 
state, including 
public educa-
tion outreach 
activities. This 

bill would expand the defini-
tion of fire prevention activities 
to include prescribed grazing, 
defined as the lawful application 
of a specific kind of livestock at 
a determined season, duration, 
and intensity to accomplish de-
fined vegetation or conservation 
goals, including reducing the 
risk of wildfire by reducing fuel 
loads, controlling undesirable 
or invasive plants, and promot-
ing biodiversity and habitat for 
special status species. The bill 
would expand allowable public 
education outreach activities 
to include training on livestock 
management and community-
supported prescribed grazing. 
Staff: Peter Ansel; pansel@cfbf.
com 

CDFA ANNOUNCES ONE VA-
CANCY ON THE CITRUS PEST 
AND DISEASE PREVENTION 
COMMITTEE 
The California Department of 
Food and Agriculture is an-
nouncing one vacancy on the 
Citrus Pest and Disease Preven-
tion Committee. The Committee 
advises the CDFA Secretary on 
activities associated with the 
statewide citrus specific pest 
and disease work plan that in-
cludes, but is not limited to out-
reach and education programs 
and programs for surveying, 
detecting, analyzing, and treat-
ing pests and diseases specific to 
citrus. The members receive no 
compensation, but are entitled 
to payment of necessary travel 
expenses in accordance with 
the rules of the Department of 
Personnel Administration. 
The Committee member vacan-
cy exists for one grower repre-
sentative from Fresno County 
and the member term expires 
on September 30, 2024. Appli-
cants should have an interest in 
agriculture and citrus pest and 
disease prevention. Individuals 
interested in being considered 
for a committee appointment 
should send a brief resume by 
March 10, 2023 to the California 
Department of Food and Agri-
culture, Citrus Pest and Disease 
Prevention Division, 1220 N 
Street, Sacramento, California 
95814, Attention: David Gutier-
rez. For additional information, 
contact: David Gutierrez, Branch 
Chief, Citrus Pest and Disease 
Prevention Division at (916) 274-
6300, or e-mail David.Gutier-

rez@cdfa.ca.gov. 
CDFA ANNOUNCES VACAN-
CIES ON CERTIFIED FARM-
ERS’ MARKET ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE 
The California Department of 
Food and Agriculture (CDFA) 
is announcing vacancies on the 
Certified Farmers Market Ad-
visory Committee (CFMAC). 
The CFMAC advises the CDFA 
Secretary on all matters per-
taining to the Direct Marketing 
Program, including legislation, 
regulations, enforcement, and 
administrative policies and pro-
cedures pertaining to the direct 
marketing of California-grown 
agricultural products at Certi-
fied Farmers’ Markets (CFMs). 
California currently has more 
than 2,700 certified agricultural 
producers participating in ap-
proximately 650 CFMs within 
the state. 
Current CFMAC vacancies in-
clude producer or representative 
of agricultural organization that 
represents producers; alternate 
producer or organization that 
represents producers; alternate 
CFM operator or representative 
of operator; and county agricul-
tural commissioner alternate. 
The term of office for committee 
members is two years. While 
members do not receive com-
pensation, they are entitled to 
payment of necessary traveling 
expenses in accordance with the 
rules of the California Depart-
ment of 
Human Resources. 

Individuals interested in being 
considered for an appointment 
should complete the Prospec-
tive Member Appointment 
Questionnaire (PMAQ) avail-
able at https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/
is/i_&_c/pdfs/CFM-PMAQ.pdf 
and obtain a letter of recom-
mendation from an industry 
member. Applications will be 
accepted until the positions are 
filled. Applications should be 
sent to Sarah Cardoni, CDFA 
Inspection and Compliance 
Branch, 1220 ‘N’ Street, Sacra-
mento, CA 95814, or via email to 
Sarah.Cardoni@cdfa.ca.gov. For 
further information regarding 
the Direct Marketing Program 
and CFMAC vacancies, please 
contact Jennifer Leidolf at Jenni-
fer.Leidolf@cdfa.ca.gov.
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321 Spreckels Ave.  Manteca, CA 95336     (209)  522-3271      Highway 33 Patterson, CA 95363

PARTS |  SERVICE |  SALES |  LEASING |  RENTALS |  USED EQUIPMENT |  NEW EQUIPMENT

ALSO HANDLES
AGCO HESSTON HAY EQUIPMENT
COMPACT TRACTOR RENTALS
PEERLESS DRYING EQUIPMENT
DONALDSON FILTER

SCHMEISER TILLAGE/ORCHARD EQUIPMENT
JAYLOR FEEDING EQUIPMENT
PARTS & SERVICES ON MOST BRANDS OF EQUIPMENT

First 2023 House Agricul-
ture Committee Hearing 
Focuses on Challenges
Source: AgNet West

The House Agriculture Com-
mittee held its first hearing of 
the new congressional year, 
titled “Uncertainty, Inflation, 
Regulations: Challenges for 
American Agriculture”. Open-
ing statements from the com-
mittee leaders were partisan 
and politically charged.

Committee Chair Glenn “G.T.” 
Thompson (R-PA) listed several 
recent problems agriculture 
has faced, such as the rising 
costs of fuel and inputs, and the 
problems caused by the war in 
Ukraine.

“Over the last several years, I 
have traveled to more than 40 
states and have heard firsthand 
from our farmers on issues 
related to labor, fuel, fertilizer, 
inflation, and interest rates. The 
average cost of diesel fuel per 
gallon increased 95 percent be-
tween 2020 and 2022,” Thomp-
son said. “The 2022 average 
Henry Hub real natural gas 
spot price increased 53 percent 
from 2021. Fertilizer inputs 
such as nitrogen, phosphorus, 
and potassium increased 125 
percent in 2021 and an addi-
tional 30 percent in the first five 
months of 2022 alone. Urea, the 
most applied nitrogen fertilizer, 
increased 205 percent in price 
between 2020 and 2022.”
Thompson said the Biden 
Administration has not done 
enough to mitigate the prob-
lems.

“The Biden Administration 
continues to ignore these crises, 
neglecting America’s producers 
and consumers,” said Thomp-
son. “In fact, this Adminis-
tration continues to promote 
nonsensical regulations and 
policies that create needless un-
certainty for farmers, ranchers, 
and working families, further 
limiting our ability to meet the 
growing food demands of our 
nation and the world.”
Committee Ranking Member 
David Scott (D-GA) also talked 
about current problems dur-
ing his opening statements. He 

mentioned the impacts of the 
pandemic on supply chains 
and manufacturing around the 
globe.

“The Biden Administration 
has taken important actions 
to address these issues,” Scott 
said. “President Biden signed 
the Ocean Shipping Reform 
Act last year and helped avert 
a rail crisis. And the President 
worked with Congress to pass 
two historic pieces of legisla-
tion: the bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture, Investment, and Jobs Act 
which included more than 2.9 
billion dollars for USDA’s rural 
broadband programs, water 
storage, and a new Bioproduct 
Pilot Program – the largest in-
frastructure investment ever.”
Scott put some blame on the 
Trump Administration.  

“We have also seen how in-
ternational conflicts continue 
to reverberate throughout our 
economy. Former President 
Trump’s trade war with China 
was devastating to many Amer-
ican producers and domestic 
manufacturers, and more re-
cently the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine has had significant 
impacts on fertilizer, grain, and 
fuel costs,” Scott said. “The 
cause of inflation isn’t singular 
in nature; it is the result of a 
variety of factors.”

American Farm Bureau presi-
dent Zippy Duval was among 
the six witnesses at the hearing. 
He encouraged lawmakers to 
look beyond party lines.

“The farm bill has been a bipar-

tisan effort in the past. The 2023 
farm bill presents an important 
opportunity for lawmakers to 
rise above partisanship,” Duvall 
said. “I encourage you work 
together again to pass legisla-
tion that protects food security 
for all Americans and the fu-
ture success of our farmers and 
ranchers.”

Duvall also laid out the princi-
ples supported by Farm Bureau 
for the 2023 Farm Bill.

“We support increasing the 
baseline funding for commit-
ments to farm programs. We 
want to maintain a unified farm 
bill that includes 
nutrition pro-
grams and farm 
programs to-
gether and we 
want to prioritize 
funding for risk 
management 
tools, which in-
clude both feder-
al crop insurance 
and commodity 
programs,” he 
said.

Along with 
Duvall, the wit-
ness list included 
another five ag-
ricultural leaders 
including:
•	 Peter 
Friedmann, 
Executive Direc-
tor, Agriculture 
Transportation 
Coalition, Wash-
ington, D.C.

•	 Corey Rosenbusch, 
President and Chief Executive 
Officer, The Fertilizer Institute, 
Arlington, VA
•	 Michael Twining, Vice 
President of Sales and Market-
ing, Willard Agri-Service, Wor-
ton, MD
•	 Mike Brown, President, 
National Chicken Council, 
Washington, D.C.
•	 Rob Larew, President, 
National Farmers Union, Wash-
ington, D.C.
This was the first House Ag-
riculture Committee hearing 
since last September. 
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The ABCs of ATVs 
By: Theresa Kiehn
President and CEO, AgSafe

In today’s agricultural industry, 
all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) have 
become an increasingly critical 
tool in managing operations in 
orchards.  Starting in the 1980s, 
when companies began explor-
ing how ATVs could be used in 
a variety of on-farm capacities, 
there are now tens of millions of 
these pieces of equipment being 
used in agriculture across the 
United States.  As a result, it is 
critical to know the hazards as-
sociated with ATVs and how to 
operate them safely.

The Law
It is important to understand 
that ATVs, when used in an ag-
ricultural operation, are legally 
viewed differently than when 
being operated recreationally.  If 
you are enjoying an ATV for fun 
or in any personal capacity, the 
safe use is governed by Cali-
fornia Vehicle Code 38503 and 
enforceable by both local law 
enforcement agencies as well as 
the California Highway Patrol.

Alternatively, when used in an 
agricultural operation, the legal 
jurisdiction falls to the Depart-
ment of Industrial Relations, 
Division of Occupational Safety 
and Health (Cal/OSHA) and is 
guided by the California Code 
of Regulations, Title 8, Section 
3664.  This section specifically 
refers to the operating rules 
of agricultural equipment.  It 
specifically lays out what is 
required of an operator in terms 
of safely using the equipment.  
To read CCR, Title 8, Section 

3664 in it’s entirety, visit https://
www.dir.ca.gov/title8/3664.
html.

Essential Elements of an ATV 
Safety Program
Given that CCR, Title 8, Sec-
tion 3664 is so explicit in its 
directive on how to safely op-
erate agricultural equipment, 
it should come as no surprise 
that a business needs to have 
a written ATV safety program 
that includes several impor-
tant elements.  Programs need 
to outline expectations of safe 
operation, maintenance, vehicle 
pre-inspection, the appropriate 
personal protective equipment 
(PPE) to be worn, and the proto-
col for responding to an ATV-
related emergency.  As with any 
written safety program, employ-
ees operating these machines 
need to be trained in the pro-
gram’s components as well as be 
educated in how to safely oper-
ate the ATV.

Here are a few key concepts 
to keep in mind relative to the 
needed elements of an ATV 
safety program*:

Safe Operation
Use the elements outlined in 
CCR, Title 8, Section 3664 as 
your guide:

• Where possible, avoid operat-
ing the ATV near ditches, em-
bankments, and holes.
• Reduce speed when turning, 
crossing slopes, and on rough, 
slick, or muddy surfaces.
• Stay off slopes too steep for 
safe operation.
• Watch where you are going, 
especially at row ends, on roads, 
and around trees.

• Do not permit others to ride.
• Operate the ATV smoothly -no 
jerky turns, starts, or stops.
• Hitch only to the drawbar and 
hitch points recommended by 
the ATV manufacturer.
• When the ATV is stopped, set 
brakes securely and use park 
lock if available.

Vehicle Pre-Inspection
• Create an ATV pre-inspection 
checklist log to be reviewed and 
signed daily by operators.
• Ensure that the log has space 
for operators to note any main-
tenance-related issues.
• Coordinate log review by the 
operators’ supervisor and/or 
maintenance staff to ensure that 
maintenance issues are reported 
in a timely fashion.
• Pre-inspection checklists 
should include, at minimum, 
review of:
o Tires and wheels
o Controls and cables
o Lights and electrical systems
o Oil and fuel levels
o Chain and/or drive shaft
o Brakes
o Caution and warning labels
o Emergency tool kit
o First aid kit

Personal Protective Equipment
•The leadership of each busi-
ness needs to consider the vari-
ous uses for ATVs within their 
operation to best determine the 
most complete list of personal 
protective equipment that needs 
to be worn by operators.
• All PPE must be provided by 
the employer at no cost to the 
employee.
• PPE should include, at mini-
mum, the following:
o US Department of Transporta-
tion (USDOT) approved helmet

o Eye protection
o Gloves
o Boots
o Long-sleeved shirt
o Long pants
o High visibility vest/jacket/
outer clothing

Now What?
The busy season is here and 
it is critical that agricultural 
operations ensure they have a 
complete and robust ATV safety 
program in place.  According 
to the US Department of Labor, 
California leads the nation in the 
number of annual ATV fatali-
ties which is as much a reflec-
tion of the wide-spread use of 
these pieces of equipment as it 
is our not having holistic safety 
operating programs in place.  
Do not allow your employees to 
become a statistic and invest the 
time now into creating the safest 
possible ATV program.
For more information about 
ATV safety, do not hesitate to 
contact AgSafe at www.agsafe.
org or 209-526-4400.  AgSafe is a 
non-profit organization whose 
mission is to provide practical 
health and safety resources to 
the agricultural industry.
Since its formation in 1991, the 
organization has trained over 
100,000 growers, farm labor 
contractors, packers, shippers, 
and processors, along with their 
supervisors and workers, in 
the most critical safety, health, 
human resources and pesticide 
compliance issues.
 
* This is not a complete list of elements.  
A complete ATV safety program must in-
clude company-specific protocol, hazards, 
unique identifiers, and other applicable 
processes unique to each individual opera-
tion.
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Farm Supply Thanks You For Your Support!
As a farmer-owned cooperative we have been providing the 
Products, Services and Expertise that deliver consistent 
results for our growers since 1949.  
Whether you’re a Farmer or a Homeowner; we have you 
covered with the best products and services in the industry.

• Fertilizer
• Crop Protection
• Seed
• Feed
• Livestock 

Equipment
• Animal Health 
• Garden Supplies 
• And More!!!

Modesto
624 E. Service Rd. 

Modesto, CA 95358
(209) 538-7070

Merced
674 S. Highway 59
Merced, CA 95341

(209) 723-0704

Kerman
12800 W. Shields Ave
Kerman, CA 93630

(559) 474-4400

“We Take Care of The Farmer….Because We Are Owned by The Farmer”.

Built by farmers for farmers…we understand!

For more information on Exact products, please visit
www.exactcorp.com or call 209.544.8600

THE COMPLETE PACKAGETHE COMPLETE PACKAGE

The NEW E-770  
Reservoir Cart completes your  
EXACT harvesting equipment 

with the capacity you need.
• Durable powder 

coat finish • Heavy duty construction for the 
harshest environments

• Cart holds 350 cubic feet of product

• Steerable axle on cart 
allows it to follow in 
harvester tracks

• Cart weighs under 5000 lbs. empty
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AgSafe

Cal Ag Safety
Modesto 526-4400

Oakdale 351-7092 
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Aemetis Biogas LLC 

American AgCredit

Basi Insurance

Bays Ranch

Keyes 497-4034

Turlock 667-5101 

        Oakdale (209) 847-3065

        Westley  894-3472

Beard Land Improvement Co

Cortez Growers Association

Dave Wilson Nursery

Flory Industries

        Modesto 524-4631

         Turlock 632-3118

        Hickman 874-1821

        Salida 545-1167

Frank Borba Custom Chopping

Frantz Nursery

Grower Direct Nut Company

Haidlen Ford

         Modesto 652-8201

         Hickman 874-1459

        883-4890

        Oakdale 847-0356
 

Green Rubber

Rumble Ag Service 

West Valley Agricultural Service

        Modesto (888)273-2464
        Salinas (831)752-6100

Modesto 545-1848

Westley 894-3121

Anteris

All West Select Sires

Exact

FISHBIO

Turlock (559) 472-6415

Turlock 667-8378

Modesto 544-8600

         Oakdale 847-6300
 

Agri Business Financial Inc

Central Valley Community Bank

Edwards, Lien & Toso

Farmers & Merchants Bank

Oakdale 607-0037 

Fresno 559-323-3472

Hilmar 634-9484

Riverbank 571-4023

Grimbleby Coleman CPA's Inc

Moss Adams

Oak Valley Community Bank

Vermeulen Company CPA

Modesto 527-4220

Stockton 955-6100

Oakdale 844-7500

Ripon 599-5051

Co
ns

tr
uc

tio
n\

 E
ng

in
ee

rin
g Stump Construction

Branelle Properties LLC
Modesto 505-9730

Oakdale 595-0256

Eq
ui

pm
en

t &
 R

ep
ai

r Acosta & DaughtersLLC

Belkorp Ag LLC, John Deere Dealer

Coit & Hewes LLC

Garton Tractor Inc.

Waterford 872-4815

Modesto 538-3831

Modesto 985-0559

Turlock 632-3931

G&F Ag Services 

Hotsy

Pacific Distributing Inc.

RAYCO

Escalon 599-8911 

Modesto 578-3925

Hughson 883-4032

Modesto 529-8984

Turlock Auto Parts

Turlock Dairy & Refrigeration
Turlock 634-4968

Turlock 667-6455

Ahlem Foothill Farm

Bobby Yamamoto Farms

Braden Farms

Carol Morrett

Catherine Phipps Walden

Turlock 874-2477 

Westley 835-1750

Hughson 883-4061

Hughson 537-6658

 Ballico 667-2409
 

D & M Ag., 

David Lemos

Donlon Farms Inc.

E Roen Ranches

Fire Lake Jersey

Frank Dutra

Denair 667-7783

        Modesto 541-3131

Patterson 892-8543

        Winnemucca 614-5944

Hilmar 632-2924  

 Oakdale (209) 402-0796
 

Fowler Brother Farming

Glory Farms 

G3 Enterprises

Hilltop Ranch, Inc. 

Kline Ranch 

Knott Farms

        Waterford 409-4951

        Waterford 522-4302

        Modesto 1-800-321-8748

Ballico 874-1875

Waterford 605-7741 

Modesto 581-2571

Melvin Wheeler

Marchy Dairy 

McManis Farms Inc

Melo Farms LLC

Michael Van Andel

        Modesto 526-9770

Ceres 537-0630

Modesto 541-9345

Turlock 585-7852

Modesto 531-4667

Nick Blom

Redwood Ranches LLC

Robert Gioletti 

Ron Martella Farms

Schut Ranches

        Modesto 522-6140

         Hughson 883-2603

Turlock 667-6024

Hughson 883-4819

Patterson 892-6226

At
to

rn
ey

Ross W. Lee

Jensen & Jensen 
Modesto 521-9190

Modesto 529-0791

Sa
le

s

American Chevrolet

Honda Kawasaki of Modesto

Intero Stanislaus

Smith Chevrolet Co Inc.

Modesto 575-1606 

         Modesto 529-5424

        Sacramento (916) 671-2358

Turlock 632-3946

Starkey & Lucas Farming & Cattle

Stewart Johnson

Victor M Lopes

Weaver Bros

Wyeth Dairy Inc., 

        Ceres 484-0671

        Ceres 602-8899

        Turlock 587-5026

Crows Landing 854-6716

Modesto 545-2101

MHK Construction Inc.

Hawkins & Associates Engineering
Hughson 648-2107

Modesto 575-4295

Fa
rm

 M
an

ag
em

en
t Benchmark Farm Management

Grover Farm Management

Lake Road Grizzly Ranch

Fisher Capitol Investments 

        Riverbank 869-4290

Modesto 602-3031

        Pomona (909) 623-1392

        Modesto Fe
ed

\F
ar

m
 S

up
pl

ie
s A.L. Gilbert

Blue Mtn. Minerals

Conlin Supply

NuWest Milling LLC

Keyes 632-2333

Columbia, 533-0127 

Oakdale 847-8977

Hughson 883-1163

In
su

ra
nc

e

Arrowhead Insurance Agency

DiBuduo & DeFendis

Hoobler Insurance Services

InsureCAL Insurance

Modesto 524-6157

        Fresno 557-2759 

Patterson 601-0418

         Turlock 250-0269

LG Crop Ins. 

Rico Pfitzer Pires Insurance Agency

Stewart Kriese Ins Agency

Western Valley Insurance Associates

Turlock 262-8140 

Gustine 854-2000

Oakdale, 847-8025 

         Turlock 634-9031

Winton Ireland Strom & Green
Turlock, Modesto, Livingston and Hilmar
667-0995

Irr
ig

at
io

n\
U

til
iti

es

Customized Water System

Don Pedro Pumps

IJ Larsen Pumps

Modesto Irrigation District

Oakdale Irrigation District

Turlock 988-4833

        Turlock 632-3161

Modesto 529-2020

Modesto 526-7373

Oakdale 847-0341

Turlock Irrigation District

Waterford Irrigation Supply
Turlock 883-8374

Waterford 847-1387
 

M
is

c.
 S

er
vi

ce
s

Alexandria Perrin LLC

Casey Moving System

Clark Pest Control

Cover Specialty Services

Drone for Hire

         Modesto 216-7027

Ceres 531-9010

Modesto 556-5200

        Modesto 988-3864

Modesto 818-4109

Modesto Nuts Baseball Club

R & J Avila

Rocha's Valley Enterprises

Quality Rodent Control, Inc.

         Modesto 572-4487

Hilmar 678-1723

Oakdale 581-1473

Modesto 225-4124
 

N
on

-P
ro

fit

Almond Alliance

Almond Board of California

CA Farmland Trust 

Central Valley Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

Modesto Chamber of Commerce

Oakdale Chamber of Commerce 

Modesto 559-5800

Modesto 672-9743

Elk Grove 916-544-2712

         Modesto 789-5123

Modesto 577-5757 

Oakdale 847-2244

N
ur

se
rie

s/
H

or
tic

ul
tu

re Blumen Flower Farm 

Burchell Nursery

California Transplants

Dutch Hollow Farms 

        Modesto 648-8995

Oakdale 845-8733

Newman 862-9420 

        Modesto 287-6010
 

Park Greenhouse

Roos Tree Nursery

Morris Nursery

        Ripon 599-7545

        Empire 847-2520

Riverbank 527-5553

Pe
tr

ol
eu

m

George W. Lowry

Valley Pacific Petroleum

Hunt& Sons, Inc.

Van de Pol Enterprises

Salida 545-0791

Stockton (209) 948-9412

Modesto 522-7291

Keyes 667-0236

Pr
oc

es
so

rs

Grizzly Nut 

Turlock Walnut Co.

Travaille & Phippen

        Waterford 874-5223

Turlock 668-0955 

Manteca 599-6111

Re
st

au
ra

nt

Medlen's House of Beef

The Fruit Yard

Rodin Farms

Rodin Ranch

Oakdale 847-4379

Modesto 577-3093

        Oakdale

Modesto 577-3224

Sa
fe

ty

Ve
te

rin
ar

y

Adian Equine

Dairy Veterinary Services
Oakdale 847-8258

Escalon 551-3949

 

Heinrich Farms Inc

Hilmar Cheese Company, Inc.

InsureCAL Insurance Agency

Mapes Ranch

        Modesto 595-2207 

         Hilmar 667-6076

         Turlock 250-0269

         Modesto 522-1762

Sierra Grain Terminal

Stanislaus County Sheriff's Department

Stanislaus Farm Supply

TriCal

        Turlock 667-2002

        Modesto 525-7117

         Modesto 765-1142

        Oakdale (831) 245-7611
Yosemite Farm Credit

        Turlock 667-2366

Modesto & Empire Traction Co.

Nationwide Insurance 

Wenger Ranch Inc. 

PG&E

        Modesto 524-4631

        Sacramento (530) 701-4486

        Modesto

        Modesto 726-6303
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50th Annual 
Ag Scholarship Luncheon 

Guest Speaker Sheriff Jeff Dirkse
Speaking on Rural Crime

Thursday, March 16 from 11am - 1:30pm
Gene Bianchi Center 

(209) 847-2244 | Oakdalechamber.com
590 N. Yosemite Ave. Oakdale CA, 95361 | Membership@oakdalechamber.com 

Tickets
$20

Enter to win 
a Sheriff 

Helicopter
Ride Along! 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
BAY AREA | SANTA ROSA | MODESTO

800.640.1227
Equipment | Sales | Service  

PacificBayEquipment.com

Premier Provider of Innovative Cleaning, Sanitizing, Disinfecting & Water Treatment Solutions since 1976. 

Can you afford downtime?
You need the experts! We fix all 
brands! Ask about our cost-saving 
Maintenance programs!

 Tank and barrel  
cleaning devices

 Steam generators  
and cleaners

 Custom solutions

 Water recycle systems

 Detergents/sanitizers

 Custom trailer units

 Pressure washers

 Floor scrubbers

 Rentals

 Parts & Accessories

*25% off if machine needs to be ordered. Offers good until 3/27/23.

 ALL machines in stock!*

 FREE 1 year service with purchase 
of Wastewater Treatment System

 Drop by our booth for  
extra discounts!

Awesome Ag Show 
Specials: 30% off! 

DON’T GET ‘RED TAGGED’ & SHUT DOWN!

Treat Your Water Right!
Our innovative wastewater treatment & 
management systems will save you water, manage 
wastewater, improve efficiencies and reduce costs.

• Eliminates Flu’  
and Covid-19 

• Food Grade Sanitizer 
• CDC-approved/ 

EPA-registered 
disinfectant

$1,917
SAVE! SAVE!

Vital Oxide

$2,544

230v Motor 
Diesel Burner

3.5 GPM 2000 PSI 
Mod#795SS

Gas Engine 
Diesel Burner

4.0 GPM 3500 PSI 
Mod#1075SSE

Our no-cost, no-obligation consultation 
to help you determine the best and most 
cost-effective options for your business!

ASK US 
ABOUT:

 Reduce Municipal Charges or Fees

 Satisfy State & Local WDRs

 Water Recycle & Recovery Systems   

 Water Conditioning Systems  

 Waste Water Treatment Systems

 Custom-designed solutions 

 Stationary & Mobile Systems

 Local Support & Service

Visit us at 
Booth A/B

Street 1
Feb. 14-16, 2023

California Bountiful TV season to begin on Feb. 25

California Bountiful TV, the California Farm Bureau’s weekly pro-
gram that connects people with the food they eat and the farmers 
and ranchers who grow and raise it, will debut its new season Feb. 
25 with new host and executive producer Aubrey Aquino.

A California native raised in the San Francisco Bay Area, Aquino is 
a longtime media professional in lifestyle and entertainment tele-
vision. Before joining the California Farm Bureau last summer, she 
was a host for Bay Area LIFE on ABC 7 KGO-TV in San Francisco, 
as well as for Your California Life on ABC 10 KXTV in Sacramento.

Her media experience also includes work for CNN, E! News, the 
NFL Network and iHeart Media.

“The show is about the people, places, food and farms that make 
California so delicious,” Aquino said of the new California Boun-
tiful TV season. “There’s farm to fork, farm to beauty, farm to 
closet, agritourism and, of course, California wines. Plus, I’m a 
California girl, so it’s exciting to be telling these stories about Cali-
fornia’s bounty.”

For a preview of the program, visit bit.ly/3xqGOl6 and californi-
abountiful.com, which also features Farm Bureau’s award-win-
ning California Bountiful magazine. California Bountiful TV may 
be seen on the following stations:

KCAL Los Angeles, Saturdays at 7:30 p.m.
KCBA 35 Monterey-Salinas, Fridays at 12 p.m.
KMAX 31 Sacramento, Saturdays at 7:30 p.m.
KUSI 51 San Diego, Sundays at 11:30 a.m.
KRON 4 San Francisco Bay Area, Sundays at 6:30 p.m.
KHSL 12 Chico-Redding, Saturdays at 7 p.m. and Sundays at 6 
a.m.
KVPT 18 Fresno-Visalia, Sundays at 11:30 a.m.
KSBY 6 Santa Barbara-San Luis Obispo, Saturdays at 6:30 p.m. and 
Sundays at 5 a.m.
KMIR 36 Palm Springs, Saturdays at 3:30 p.m.
KERO 23 Bakersfield, Saturdays at 8:30 p.m.
RFD-TV (Dish channel 230, DirecTV channel 345), Sundays at 8 
a.m.
The California Farm Bureau works to protect family farms and 
ranches on behalf of nearly 29,000 members statewide and as part 
of a nationwide network of 5.3 million Farm Bureau members.
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2023 TRAININGS

THANK YOU TO 
OUR SPONSORS! 

Let Farm Bureau help you knock out
these required trainings! 
Classes are available in English 
and Spanish. 
Farm Bureau Members get 
a discount.  
Use the QR code to register or go to
stanfarmbureau.org/events/

Thursday, March 9th
Sexual Harassment Prevention
 830-930 am : Spanish, Employee
 1000-noon : Spanish, Supervisor
 1245-145 pm : English, Employee
 200-400 pm : English, Supervisor
California legislation requires employers with
at least five employees or contractors to
provide sexual harassment training every two
years to all employees, including supervisory
and nonsupervisory employees. 

Thursday, April 6th
Heat Illness Prevention
 930-1030 am : Spanish, Employee
1100-noon : English, Employee
California employers are required to train
employees on heat illness prevention annually. 
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Bays Ranch
Inc.

Thank you for your President'sThank you for your President's
Club Membership!Club Membership!

Our premium level of membership comes with numerous additional
benefits with a customizable package. Your support plays a vital role in
Stanislaus County Farm Bureau's efforts in defining and addressing the

issues facing the Agricultural Industry today. Stanislaus County Farm
Bureau would like to thank our dynamic President's Club Members!
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• RESIDENTIAL
• LUXURY HOMES
• FARMS 
• RANCHES 
• LAND

We LOVE
Referrals

Thank You!

THE FATHER
DAUGHTER

TEAM!

Two Brokers serving you with an unparalleled level
of service with over 50 years of experience.

BlueBRealty.com

Emily Hunter
Broker/Owner

DRE #01386542
emhunterRE@gmail.com

Michael O. Bowers
Broker Associate
DRE #00901538

Michael@MichaelBowers.com

(209) 770-3683

SELLERS
SAVE 25%
on the sale of

your property!

BUYERS
FREE

Paid Inspections &
Home Warranty!

CALL
or TEXT

 Lic 0499798

  "Proudly celebrating over 50 years of excellence in our industry" 

        Bobby Rosa 
     (209) 856-8820  

      brosa@rppins.com

Leroy Rocha 
(209) 856-8839 

lrocha@rppins.com

Lucia Farao 
(209) 856-8846    

  lfarao@rppins.com

  Jeff Wolf 
(209) 856-8821

jwolf@rppins.com

  Leslie Machado 
(209) 856-8814

  lmachado@rppins.com

Tammy Gray
(209) 856-8885 

tgray@rppins.com 

Rosie DeLaCruz 
(209) 856-8840  

rdelacruz@rppins.com

Call us today for a personalized Insurance Consultation! 

(800) 399-7473 • (209) 854-2000 • www.rppins.com

Water Board Suspends Flow Restrictions to Improve 
Water Storage Opportunity

Brian German, AgNet West

The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) has decided 
to improve water storage levels after an Executive Order from 
Governor Gavin Newsom. Pumping requirements in the Delta 
have been suspended, allowing more water to be stored for later 
use. The announcement was made right as California braced for 
another storm system to bring a sizable amount of rain and snow. 
Concerns had been raised during the previous atmospheric river 
events that the state was not taking advantage of the opportunity 
to store more water.  

“It was really damaging this year when we were at flood stage 
throughout the state, and we were literally limping along in terms 
of pumping water out of the Delta and putting it in storage,” said 
Roger Isom, President and CEO of the Western Agricultural Pro-
cessors Association. “The good news is those restrictions are going 
to be relaxed. We’re going to be able to pump more water.”

SWRCB Executive Director, Eileen Sobeck noted in the order that 
the decision “will not have an unreasonable effect upon fish, wild-
life, or other instream beneficial uses.” However, there are differ-
ing opinions as to how the action to improve water storage will 
actually impact fish populations. Golden State Salmon Association 
President John McManus was among those who disagrees with 
the decision. “Since Newsom’s announcement, water flowing out 
of the Delta has dropped by almost half.  That water is needed to 
safely deliver this year’s baby salmon from the Central Valley to 
the ocean,” said McManus.

In the order allowing the SWRCB action, Newsom notes that 
even with the storms that have come through the state, it “has 
not reduced stresses upon the State’s water resources, including 
low storage levels, depleted aquifers, and diminished local water 
supplies.” Now with the pumping requirements lifted by SWRCB, 
California can effectively build up water storage supplies. “This is 
a good move. Especially at a time when you have excess water like 
we have right now. It will be interesting to see how long things 
stay this way. Can we capture a lot during the spring runoff?” 
Isom questioned.

FacebookWebsite Instagram
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209-238-3000

How to manage attractive farm 
nuisances

The following information is provided by 
Nationwide®, the #1 farm and ranch in-
surer in the U.S.*

Some farmland is more than just work-
ing land. Natural features like ponds may 
detract from the overall crop potential of 
a piece of farmland. More, these “attrac-
tive farm nuisances” can also add to the 
farmland owner’s liability. When that’s 
the case, it’s important for the landowner 
to work with a specialists who can best 
identify the risks and put a protection 
plan in place. 

What is an attractive farm nuisance?
An attractive nuisance is a potentially 
hazardous feature or condition on a piece 
of land that may attract children or adults 
who could incur injury. Attractive farm 
nuisances open up a new liability to the 
landowner. It’s normal practice to require 
an invitation for any visitors to a piece 
of farmland. But trespassing is common, 
especially with minors. 

There is separate legal precedent for any 
injuries incurred by someone on your 
land depending on whether that person 
was invited or trespassed. But if your 
land features an attractive nuisance like a 
pond or sharp change in elevation — or a 
man-made feature like equipment stor-
age — you as the landowner may bear 
the burden of protecting yourself from 
the liability it creates. 

What you can do to protect yourself
Federal, state and local laws often require 
landowners to “take reasonable precau-
tions” to help ensure the safety of anyone 
stepping onto their land. For farmland, 
that includes posting highly visible signs 
laying out requirements for entry onto 
your land. But the laws are often far from 
crystal clear. Sometimes exploring any 
attractive nuisances on your land may 
create more questions than answers.

“An attractive nuisance can be present 

anywhere and may not always be readily 
identified,” said Nationwide Risk Manage-
ment Consultant Derek Hommer. “And 
those exposures of the attractive farm nui-
sances are rarely accounted for in a stan-
dard homeowner’s insurance policy.” 

Connect the right team
This makes it critically important to con-
nect with a farm insurance agent or risk 
management specialist who understands 
your land and any potential attractive 
nuisances on it. Also consider consulting 
an attorney who can address legal concerns 
about the specific attractive nuisances on 
your land. 

“There are so many variables with attrac-
tive farm nuisances. An attorney can help 

you determine your level of liability,” 
Hommer said. “And don’t rely on a stan-
dard homeowner’s insurance policy to 
protect you from that liability. Have a con-
versation with an informed, experienced 
insurance agent who can show you the 
most effective policy options. Having the 
right insurance in place can help you miti-
gate the risk you face from attractive farm 
nuisances.”

Visit aginsightcenter.com/farmlandowner-
ship to download our free Farmland Own-
ership Protection Guide and to watch our 
on-demand webinar, Managing Farmland 
Leases.    

*A.M. Best Market Share Report 2021. 
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Let’s Talk Irrigation
Steve Knell
Ag Water Consultant 

The art and science of irrigation 
begins by asking two questions: 
Is it dry enough to irrigate? Is 
it wet enough to stop? Whether 
you’re a city resident on a land-
scaped city lot or you are grow-
ing 100 acres of almonds, if you 
can master the answer to those 
two questions, you can become 
an excellent resource steward 
of a very valuable commodity, 
water.  

To answer the first question, 
you must understand soils.

 Soils are made up of vary-
ing particles of sands, silts, 
and clays. The percent of each 
particle in the soil determines 
its classification as well as its 
water holding capacity.  A soil 
that contains all three particles 
in relative equal percentages 
is called a loam soil, which is 
prevalent in the local area.
Now, imagine a block of dry 
loam soil that is 12 inches by 

12 inches by 12 inches. Imagine 
too that you can put sideboards 
around the top of this block, so 
that when you add water to the 
top, it will be contained on the 
surface. Loam soils can hold 
about 1.5 inches of water per 
foot of soil depth. If we now fill 
the top of this 12X12X12 block 
of loam soil with 1.5 inches 
of water, it will infiltrate and 
permeate the whole soil block 
down to a depth of 12 inches.  

With few exceptions, most veg-
etation thrives quite well until 
about 50% of the soil moisture 
has been evaporated and trans-
pired (called evapotranspira-
tion) from the plants root zone.  
Under that premise, if you are 
a typical lawn with a 12-inch 
root depth, it would be dry 
enough to irrigate when 0.75-
inch (¾-inch) of water had been 
removed from the soil. If you 
are a typical almond tree with 
a 3-foot managed root depth, it 
would be dry enough to irri-
gate when 2-¼ inches has been 
removed from the soil profile. 
You may now be asking; how 
do I measure this water loss 

from the soil?
For residential landscapes, I 
prefer the tuna can (5 ounce) 
approach to measuring water 
loss from the soil. For agricul-
tural purposes, I recommend an 
oil pan. Take either of these sim-
ple pieces of hardware and fill 
them to a water depth as may 
be required for your soil type 
and rooting depth of your crop.  
Place your cans or pans near 
the area being irrigated. Lay a 
wired mesh or similar hardware 
cloth on top of the can to keep 
any cats, birds, or coyotes from 
drinking the water. Check every 
few days and when the can or 
pan is empty, it is time to irri-
gate.  You have now answered 
the first question: Is it dry 
enough to irrigate?

The last question is similarly 
simple. Take two or three “emp-
ty” tuna cans or oil pans and 
place them in the area being 
irrigated. Turn your sprinklers 
on and when the depth of water 
in the empty tuna or oil pan 
reaches your water loss target, 
it is wet enough to stop irrigat-
ing. For orchards on micros, 

you may wish to use a few 
more pans due to pipeline pres-
sure variability producing flow 
variability within your system. 
While this method is simple, 
it is effective in helping make 
better water management 
decisions.  Having evaluated 
hundreds of systems over the 
years, one thing is clear; If you 
are not measuring the water 
loss coming or going from your 
planted area, you are likely 
40-50% efficiency in your water 
use. If you are actively measur-
ing and managing soil moisture 
and crop water usage you are 
typically 75% or better in your 
water usage. That’s a big differ-
ence.

In this coming age of competing 
water interests, more frequent 
and longer drought periods and 
pending groundwater restric-
tions, it behooves all of us to 
be at the top of our irrigation 
game. Doing so will go a long 
way in protecting our water 
supply.
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Safety Training for Agricultural Workers

Produced by Farm Employers Labor Service (FELS®)
2600 River Plaza Drive, Suite 300, Sacramento, CA 95833-3377 • 1-800-753-9073.

Presents:
Category: Pruning Safety

Pruning Safety
Pruning is done during the fall and winter months. This means that weather conditions such as fog and rain can make 
ladders and shears more slippery. If you are not extra careful, you can seriously injure yourself or another employee 
because of these conditions.

PRUNING EQUIPMENT

Hand Shears and Loppers
1. Be sure the shears are in good condition and in adjustment 

before you go to work.
2. Do not attempt to cut dead wood or make cuts bigger than 

the loppers were designed for. Extreme force can lead to 
falling off a ladder, broken handles, or injured elbows.

3. Hand shears, such as those used on grapes and 
ornamentals, pose a special hazard. Always know where 
your fingers and hands are before making a cut.

Saws
1. Dull saws cause accidents!
2. Know where your other hand is.
3. Folding saws should be locked tight.

Mechanical Equipment (Pneumatic, Hydraulic, Gas)
Various pruning aids are used to reduce fatigue and speed up the operation. Pneumatic loppers and saws on long poles 
mean less ladder work. However, they do pose their own safety problem. Manufacturer's instructions should always be 
followed. Never remove guards.

Ancillary Equipment
1. Pruning platforms or towers are used to position pruners close to the work. Particular attention should be paid to the 

condition of the orchard floor—no holes, dips or extreme slopes—and turning spaces should be wide and safe.
2. When removing and chopping branches, no one should work behind or beside the equipment.   Even when guards are 

in place, wood and stones may be hurled out with tremendous force.

Ladders
1. Use only three-legged ladders. Only a tripod is stable on rougher ground in orchards.
2. Ladders must be inspected before use. Do not use a ladder with missing or damaged parts.  

Wooden ladders must be very carefully checked for splits, cracks, or loose nuts. Aluminum 
ladders, although easier to inspect, must also be checked! It is particularly important to 
check the third leg.

3. Before climbing a ladder, firmly set all three legs. This will assure that one or more legs do 
not sink when you are at the top, causing you to fall off.

4. Always climb up and climb down the ladder facing the rungs.
5. Do not stand on the top two steps! If you can't reach it from the third rung down, get a taller 

ladder or prune only as far as you can reach.
6. Keep the weight of your body over the ladder. Do not reach too far; climb down and move.
7. Do not climb a ladder on a windy day, particularly during very gusty winds, while wearing 

slippery boots, or during electrical storms.

PRUNING SAFE-WORK PRACTICES
1. Always carry pruning shears with the point down while walking or standing.
2. When pulling canes or branches, protect your eyes and those around you.
3. Do not hang the pruning shears on vine wires or tree branches.
4. Be alert, and be aware of other workers.
5. Keep your pruning shears sharp.
6. Return the sharpening file to its proper place in the truck.
7. Report any injury or accident to your supervisor at once.

Serving Agricultural Employers since 1970
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Producido por Farm Employers Labor Service (FELS®)
2600 River Plaza Drive, Suite 300, Sacramento, CA 95833-3377 ♦ 1-800-753-9073.

Entrenamiento de Seguridad para Trabajadores Agrícolas

Presenta:
Categoria: Seguridad en la Poda

Seguridad en la Poda
La poda se hace durante los meses de otoño e invierno. Esto significa que las condiciones climáticas como la niebla y la lluvia 
pueden hacer que las escaleras y las tijeras de podar sean más resbaladizos. Si no tiene extra cuidado, puede lesionarse 
gravemente usted mismo o a otro empleado debido a estas condiciones.

EQUIPO PARA PODAR
Tijeras de Mano y para Podar
1. Asegúrese de que las tijeras estén en buenas condiciones y 

ajustadas antes de irse a trabajar.
2. No trate de cortar madera muerta o hacer cortes más grandes 

de los que fueron diseñados para las tijeras de podar. Hacer 
extrema fuerza puede conducir a que se caiga de una escalera, 
mangos rotos, o codos lesionados.

3. Las tijeras de mano, como las usadas en uvas y plantas 
ornamentales, representan un peligro especial. Siempre sepa 
dónde están sus dedos y las manos antes de hacer un corte

Sierras
1. ¡Las sierras sin filo causan accidentes!
2. Sepa dónde tiene su otra mano.
3. Las sierras plegables deben de estar cerradas con un buen seguro.

Equipo Mecáncio(Neumático, Hidráulico, Gas)
Se usan varios equipos de poda auxiliares para reducir la fatiga y acelerar la operación. Las podadoras y sierras neumáticas 
en postes largos significan menos trabajo en escalera. Sin embargo, plantean sus propios problemas de seguridad. Siempre se 
deben seguir las instrucciones del fabricante. Nunca retire los protectores.

Equipo Auxiliar
1. Las plataformas de poda o torres se utilizan para posicionar a los podadores cerca del trabajo. Particularment, debe de 

ponerse mucha atención a las condiciones del suelo del huerto, sin hoyos, hundimientos o pendientes extremos, y los 
espacios para dar vuelta deben de ser anchos y seguros.

2. Al retirar y cortar ramas, nadie debe trabajar detrás o al lado del equipo. Incluso cuando los resguardos están en su lugar, la 
madera y las piedras pueden ser lanzadas con tremenda fuerza.

Escaleras
1. Solamente use escaleras de tres patas. Sólo un trípode es estable en el suelo más áspero en 

los huertos.
2. Las escaleras deben de inspeccionarce antes de ususarlas. No utilice una escalera con piezas 

faltantes o dañada. Las escaleras de madera se deben de revisar muy cuidadosamente para 
ver si tienen rajaduras, grietas, o tuercas flojas. Las escaleras de aluminio, aunque más fáciles 
de inspeccionar, ¡también deben ser revisadas! Es particularmente importante revisar la tercera 
pata.

3. Antes de subir una escalera, firmemente, coloque las tres patas. Esto asegurará que una o más 
de las patas no se hundan cuando usted está en la parte superior, causando que usted caiga.

4. Siempre suba y baje por la escalera dándole frente a los peldaños.
5. ¡No se pare en los dos primeros peldaños de arriba! Si no puede alcanzar el objeto desde el 

tercer peldaño de arriba hacia abajo, consiga una escalera más alta o solo pode hasta donde 
pueda alcanzar.

6. Mantenga el peso de su cuerpo sobre la escalera. No trate de alcanzar demasiado lejos; Bájese 
y mueva la escalera.

7. No suba una escalera durante un día ventoso, particularmente durante 
vientos muy fuertes, mientras viste botas resbaladizas, o durante 
tormentas eléctricas.

PRÁCTICAS DE TRABAJO SEGURAS EN LA PODA
1. Siempre lleve las tijeras de podar con la punta hacia abajo mientras camina o este parado.
2. Cuando este jalando tallos o ramas, protéjase los ojos y aquellos en su alrededor.
3. No cuelgue las tijeras de podar en alambres de la viña o ramas de los árboles.
4. Esté alerta, y este al pendiente de otros trabajadores.
5. Mantenga sus tijeras de podar afiladas.
6. Devuelva la lija de afilar a su lugar apropiado en la camioneta (troca).
7. Reporte inmediatamente cualquier lesión o accidente a su supervisor.

Serving Agricultural Employers since 1970
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www.mid.org

MID keeps water working for you

The Power to Grow

SERVING OUR
AG COMMUNITY

• Dependable water supply

• Irrigation system improvements

• Promoting efficient water usage

• Sustainable use of the
   Tuolumne River 

Jamie Johansson, President of California Farm Bureau

 Since 1925 Farm Bureau has been reaching the public with stories 
of farming and ranching in California. Beginning as a radio broad-
cast, the Voice of Agriculture hit the airwaves to discuss the issues 
facing those in food and fiber production. While radio, TV, print 
and now social media have allowed us to reach the masses, shar-
ing the story of the farming and ranching community has been our 
passion and core to our mission since Farm Bureau was formed 
in 1919. Today we continue to use a variety of methods to be the 
voice of those who work the land by sharing their stories.

Conversations with the non-ag public look very different than the 
coffee shop talk we all enjoy with one another. In order to help 
them understand our value and contributions, we must meet the 
non-ag public in the one spot where our connection exists - the 
kitchen table. When less than 2% of the general population has a 
direct tie to farming, ranching and the agriculture way of life it 
can be challenging to keep the importance of a strong agriculture 
industry at the forefront of their minds. That’s why Farm Bureau 
created a channel for reaching the masses and paved the way for 
California Bountiful – our magazine and TV show almost 100 
years ago. Through California Bountiful we bring to the consumer, 
the voter, and the non-agriculturalist stories of interest about the 
families behind the food they enjoy. This week we launch the new 
season of California Bountiful TV with new host Aubrey Aquino. 
Aubrey is a northern California native who will build upon her 
experience hosting lifestyle shows across the country to share the 
stories of the people in California who make mealtime possible. 
Through a “Fork to Farm” approach Bountiful breaks down the 
culinary experience and takes the viewer back to the farms and 
ranches where it all begins.

While our Communications team informs the non-ag public 
through the Bountiful brand, our leadership team and policy 
staff are diligently working to communicate your message to our 

elected and agency officials both in California and Washington 
DC. Last week I addressed members of the House Ag Commit-
tee on the 2023 Farm Bill during the World Ag Expo in Tulare. I 
shared that since the passage of the last Farm Bill in 2018 Ameri-
can agriculture has faced significant challenges including a global 
pandemic, labor shortages, inflation and supply-chain disfunction. 
In this next Farm Bill, I asked the Committee to provide farmers 
and ranchers with the tools necessary to continue producing safe, 
nutritious and affordable food for US consumers and the nations 
abroad. 

On the heels of that discussion, three Farm Bureau members and 
I traveled back to Washington DC to be the voice of California 
agriculture during issues-based policy discussions at the Ameri-
can Farm Bureau’s Issues Advisory Committee meetings. Sharing 
our story, advocating for solutions and putting in the time needed 
to forge agreements that actually work are key to the office of 
President and the role of active agricultural members of the Farm 
Bureau.

As we look ahead, I hope you consider opportunities where you 
can be a voice for agriculture. As a Farm Bureau member there are 
many structured opportunities available for you to tell your story 
to the non-ag public and even elected officials. Registration is now 
open for California Farm Bureau’s Capitol Ag Conference where 
ag members from throughout our state will travel to Sacramento 
for a day of issues-based speakers and briefings before breaking 
off into regionally focused small groups and heading to the Capi-
tol for meetings with legislators. Attendees will round out the eve-
ning at a legislative reception for Farm Bureau members, elected 
officials and staff, agency leaders and friends in the agriculture 
community. I sincerely hope you’ll consider joining us in Sacra-
mento on March 28th. This is a day for those new to advocacy 
and those who have walked the halls many times in the past. Your 
participation, your passion, your story and your voice are key to a 
future California that includes farms and ranches.
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Farm Credit Contrib-
uted Nearly $1 Million to 
State’s Ag Organizations 
in 2022

Largest provider of credit also 
committed to long-term viability of 
California’s farms and ranches

Farm Credit is the largest 
provider of credit to U.S. ag-
riculture, but its support goes 
much deeper than that. Farm 
Credit is also committed to the 
sustainability and long-term 
viability of agriculture and 
rural communities and strongly 
supports non-profits working to 
preserve and protect California 
agriculture.

In 2022, the Farm Credit Alli-
ance – AgWest Farm Credit, 
American Ag Credit, CoBank, 
Colusa-Glenn Farm Credit, 
Fresno Madera Farm Credit, 
Golden State Farm Credit and 
Yosemite Farm Credit – contrib-
uted nearly $1 million to nearly 
100 agricultural organizations 
around the state.

The funding supports farming 
and ranching in four main areas 
– raising awareness of agricul-
ture, preservation of agricul-
ture, education and research, 
and support for young, begin-

ning and small farmers.

“By providing funding to a 
wide range of non-profits work-
ing to promote farming and 
ranching in California, Farm 
Credit is making an investment 
in helping the industry thrive 
today and to ensure it can con-
tinue providing food for the na-
tion and the world in the years 
to come,” said Mark Littlefield, 
President and CEO of AgWest 
Farm Credit.

The lion’s share – more than 
$480,000 – was directed to orga-
nizations that raise awareness 
through a variety of methods.

One beneficiary is Western 
United Dairies’ educational and 
advocacy program. The orga-
nization’s Dairy Leaders pro-
gram educates up-and-coming 
dairy industry leaders about the 
state and federal legislative and 
regulatory process, how milk 
products are marketed and 
ways they can communicate 
effective messages about the 
dairy industry.

Another is the Family Wine-
makers of California. The group 
is a strong advocate for small 
family-owned wineries at the 
state Capitol, where it focuses 

on reforming 
post-Prohibition 
restrictions on 
selling directly to 
consumers. Farm 
Credit support 
also helps the 
group hold two 
large wine tast-
ings a year to 
promote small 
family-owned 
wineries that can’t 
afford large ad-
vertising budgets.

Farm Credit is 
also a strong sup-
porter of groups 
seeking to pre-
serve agriculture 
in the Golden 
State, donating 
over $150,000 to 
organizations 
involved in that 
cause. One recipi-
ent was Cultivate 

California, which educates poli-
cymakers and residents about 
the crucial link between water 
and their food supply and 
counters misinformation about 
farming’s use of water. The Cul-
tivate California program helps 
bolster the natural support 
people have for agriculture and 
farms and provides them with 
facts and information about the 
connection between their food 
and the water supply.

Education and research is 
another Farm Credit priority, 
receiving over $150,000 as well 
in 2022. The Foundation for Ag-
riculture in the Classroom has 
been educating students around 
the state for 36 years that the 
food they eat doesn’t just come 
from the supermarket. Its most 
recent program was highlight-
ing the “99% club” – 16 com-
modities grown almost exclu-
sively in California. A total of 
16,000 students participated in 
the interactive program during 
the previous school year.

In addition, for more than a de-
cade Farm Credit has support-
ed the California Cattlemen’s 
Association Livestock Memorial 
Research Fund, which played a 
major role in funding the de-
velopment of a vaccine against 
a tick-borne disease – epizo-
otic bovine abortion – that had 
wreaked havoc on the state’s 
cattle industry for decades. The 
Research Fund is now helping 
fund research against another 
tick-borne disease – bovine ana-
plasmosis – that causes billions 
of dollars in losses worldwide.

 Finally, Farm Credit continues 
to strongly support programs to 
nurture the next generation of 
farmers and ranchers to ensure 
the future of agriculture in Cali-
fornia, donating over $125,000 
to organizations such as FFA. 
By supporting FFA for more 
than 20 years, Farm Credit 
helped make numerous pro-
grams possible, including the 
new Change Makers Summit, 
which provides college-bound 
high school seniors with infor-
mation about the many careers 
they can pursue in agriculture.

Farm Credit also supports 

aspiring farmers, such as by 
providing the Center for Land-
Based Learning with funding to 
create a new six-week Explorer 
Course for people interested in 
farming but who don’t have the 
time to participate in its seven-
month Beginning Farmer Train-
ing program. A large percent-
age of participants aren’t ready 
for a lengthy program but do 
want to know what steps they 
would need to take to become 
successful farmers. This is espe-
cially important because the av-
erage farmer is nearly 60 years 
old, so encouraging people with 
an interest in farming is vital. 

“We know the importance of 
continuing to support, young, 
beginning, and small producers 
as they take the step to learn the 
complex and dynamic busi-
ness of agriculture,” said Jeana 
Hultquist, who runs the local 
community impact program 
for American AgCredit. “Farm 
Credit is committed to the pros-
perity of not only today’s rural 
families, farms, and businesses, 
but also the next generation of 
agriculture.”

###

About Farm Credit: 

AgWest Farm Credit, American 
AgCredit, CoBank, Colusa-
Glenn Farm Credit, Fresno 
Madera Farm Credit, Golden 
State Farm Credit and Yosemite 
Farm Credit are cooperatively 
owned lending institutions 
providing agriculture and 
rural communities with a de-
pendable source of credit. For 
more than 100 years, the Farm 
Credit System has specialized 
in financing farmers, ranchers, 
farmer-owned cooperatives, ru-
ral utilities and agribusinesses. 
Farm Credit offers a broad 
range of loan products and 
financial services, including 
long-term real estate loans, 
operating lines of credit, equip-
ment and facility loans, cash 
management and appraisal and 
leasing services…everything a 
“growing” business needs. For 
more information, visit www.
farmcreditalliance.com
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Boyett Petroleum
209.577.6000 | Boyett.net

601 McHenry Ave, Modesto, 95350

MIKE HEINRICH

209.312.4011 | MHeinrich@boyett.net
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Farmers in San Joaquin Valley 
rush to recharge groundwater 
after storms
Taking advantage of January’s 
storms and recent cheap sea-
sonal water rates, growers in 
the San Joaquin Valley are rac-
ing to build temporary basins 
for sinking water into aqui-
fers to boost groundwater to 
carry them through drier years 
ahead. “We weren’t prepared 
for this much water, and we 
can’t build them fast enough,” 
said Zack Stuller, whose farm 
management firm has built 20 
temporary basins in the past 
month. Some growers are even 
removing trees to build perma-
nent structures to store more 
water underground. 

Low yields for winegrapes 
revealed in Preliminary Grape 
Crush Report
California winegrape growers 
last year harvested their small-
est crop of any year within the 
past decade. That’s according 
to the California Department of 
Food and Agriculture’s Pre-
liminary Grape Crush Report, 
an annual benchmark for the 
winegrape and bulk wine 
sector. The third-consecutive 
low-harvest year isn’t necessar-
ily bad news. Demand for wine 
has stagnated in recent years, 
and the smaller-than-average 
yields have helped keep inven-
tory low and prices high.

House panels holds 2023 Farm 
Bill session at World Ag Expo
The nation’s 2023 Farm Bill 
took center stage at the World 
Ag Expo in Tulare last week, as 
farmers engaged with House 
Speaker Kevin McCarthy and 
members of the House Agri-
culture Committee. At a special 
committee session, farmers and 
agricultural groups, including 
the California Farm Bureau, 
highlighted challenges facing 
America’s largest agricultural 
economy. Challenges include 
water shortages, supply-chain 
disruptions and rising input 
costs. Last passed in 2018, the 
farm bill is an omnibus pro-
gram focusing on agricultural 
and food programs. 

Tens of thousands gather at ag 
festival, check out new tech-
nology
Despite chilly temperatures, 
tens of thousands of visitors 
turned out for the Feb. 13-15 
World Ag Expo, California’s 
largest and most famous farm 
show. The event is renowned 
for its annual announcement 
of its top 10 new products for 
agriculture. This year, those 
products included flying fruit-
picking autonomous robots, as 
well as technology to reduce 
off-target farm spraying. Other 
innovations included a mobile 
app for seeding efficiency and 
smart-irrigation water delivery 
systems. 

Federal water deliveries ex-
pected to resume for farmers 
after winter storms
California farmers are expected 
to see increased federal water 
allocations this year, as winter 
storms bolster the Sierra Ne-
vada snowpack and water lev-
els rise in reservoirs. The U.S. 
Bureau of Reclamation has an-
nounced an initial allocation of 
35% of contracted water sup-
plies for agricultural custom-
ers south of the Sacramento-
San Joaquin Delta. The Feb. 22 
announcement was welcome 
news after officials provided 
zero allocations for agriculture 
from the federal Central Valley 
Project in both 2021 and 2022.

Despite challenging times, al-
mond farmers aren’t skimping 
on bees
California almond growers are 
keeping up with pollinating 
their trees this season. After a 
bruising year of lower earn-
ings, crop losses and soaring 
production costs for growers, 
there still appears to be plenty 
of work for beekeepers, who 
rent their hives to pollinate 
crops and whose insects rely 
on blossoming almond trees 
as a source of pollen to build 
their colonies. State almond 
acreage is down for the first 
time in 25 years. But beekeep-
ers say a surplus of bees at the 
season’s start has evaporated 
and demand for bees is robust 
again.

Farmers embracing technology 
to aid their growing future
California growers are turning 
more consistently to technolo-
gy to streamline tasks, address 
labor shortages and increase 
water management efficiency. 
More than 100 technology 
exhibits at the recent World 
Ag Expo in Tulare featured 
irrigation management soft-
ware, autonomous sprayers, 
driverless tractors and even 
flying, fruit-picking robots. Tim 
Bucher, a Northern California 
grape grower and CEO of the 
Agtonomy tech firm, said he 
developed an autonomous trac-
tor to cut his farming costs and 
bring “technology to the crop 
because we are all trying to do 
more with less.” 

Researchers working to pro-
duce drought-resistant wheat 
with longer roots
Researchers at the University 
of California, Davis, are part-
nering with an international 
team of scientists to develop 
wheat varieties that can with-
stand drought and low water 
conditions. According to a 
paper published in the journal 
Nature Communications, the 
effort is showing promise. Its 
new genetic research has led to 
wheat plants with longer root 
growth, which enables them to 
pull water from deeper sup-
plies. The plants that resulted 
from genetic trials have more 
biomass and produce higher-
grain yields, the study authors 
noted.
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Green Rubber - Kennedy Ag has the products, parts, accessories, 
and customer service you need to maximize your productivity.

∙  CUSTOM CONVEYOR BELTS 
∙  URETHANE PARTS 
∙  RENEWED BOGIE WHEELS
∙  PUMPS, HOSES, FITTINGS
∙  SPRAY NOZZLES & VALVES
∙  WATER TANKS & TANK TRAILERS 
∙  SAFETY PRODUCTS & EQUIPMENT
∙  PRESSURE WASHERS & ACCESSORIES
∙  AND MUCH MORE!

WWW.GREENRUBBER.COM

SALINAS (831)753-6100 ∙ MODESTO (209)538-6227 ∙ GREENFIELD (831)674-0999 
WATSONVILLE (831)761-9395 ∙ SANTA MARIA (805)878-8877 ∙ YUMA (928)726-6560

Six locations to serve you.  Call today!
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Serving Stanislaus & 
Merced Counties

8016 Winton Way, Winton

Since 1986
•State of the Art Equipment

•80’ Truck Scale
•Maximized Returns

•Owner Operated
•Inshell line complete with 

Satake color sorter
•High Capacity dryer for bin 

or bulk loads

Peter Verdegaal 
209-628-1008

Office 
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Thursday, March 23rd
Top 10 DPR Violations 

Thursday, April 27th
Picking the Right Pesticide for the Job

Thursday, May 25th 
Cooperative Extension Updates 

Thursday, June 29th
Mating Disruption

Thursday, July 20th
Respiratory Safety

Thursday, August 24th
Vertebrate Pest Management 

Thursday, September 21st
Drift Prevention

Thursday, October 26th
Mix & Loading Safety 

Thursday, November 30th
Safe Pesticide Use around Bees

CLASS SCHEDULE 

2023 Pesticide Series
DPR & CCA Credit

"I really appreciate that CFBF is
offering these CE classes. It gives
me the opportunity to not only
get CEUs, but also to keep up to
date."
- Mariposa County

FREE FOR FARM
BUREAU MEMBERS

Use the QR Code Above to Register
Or go to, www.cfbf.com
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YOUR
FUTURE
GROWS
HERE.

The change in agriculture today is just a 
glimpse of what lies ahead. It’s why, more 
than ever, we are committed to being the 
partner you can trust, who understands 
your needs and delivers value to help you 
achieve your goals.

Wherever agriculture goes, we’ll be there, 
alongside you, as you lead the way.

COMMITTED TO 
SERVING YOUR NEEDS.

Visit agloan.com/growyourfuture

A Part of the Farm Credit System.          Equal Opportunity Lender.

Your future grows here
SCAN ME

Cal Ag Safety, LLC has been providing regulatory assistance 
to the farming community for over 15 years. Through the 
years Cal Ag Safety’s services have evolved, but its mission of 
“Bringing Compliance to California Agriculture” remains the 
same. 

Cal Ag Safety team members possess a wide range of knowl-
edge and experience that enable them to provide required 
Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR), Cal-OSHA, and 
food safety services to hundreds of clients and their employ-
ees throughout the central valley. English and Spanish train-
ings are conducted on a wide variety of agricultural topics 
including general dairy safety, farm equipment, nut hulling 
and shelling, nut processing, fruit and nut harvest, produce 
packinghouse safety, First Aid/CPR/AED certification, forklift, 
scissor lift and more. In addition to providing training, team 
members work side by side with owners and supervisors to 
assure their facility is in compliance with DPR and Cal-OSHA 
regulations.

This is accomplished through headquarter walk through 
inspection and consultation as needed. Cal Ag Safety is avail-
able to assist in creating custom Cal-OSHA required programs 
such as the Heat Illness Prevention Program and Injury Illness 
Prevention Program, etc.. Cal Ag Safety provides a unique 
opportunity for employers to meet regulation compliance 
by making its services available on-site in addition to several 
county-wide training sessions held annually for the general 
public. Cal Ag Safety is proud to work with small and large 
growers alike. 

To learn more about Cal Ag Safety and its services contact 
Ann Curtoni-Lial at (209) 351-0321 or acurtoni@calagsafety.
com.
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Supervisory
Development
Academy
This program will give supervisors a
foundation to develop skills essential
to furthering their success and that of
your business. This 5 session program
addresses leadership,
communication, conflict resolution,
planning, and team building.

April 20, 2023

May 4, 2023

May 18, 2023

June 1, 2023

June 15, 2023

Each Participant Must
Attend all 5 Sessions:

Each in-person session lasts 4 hours with
1-2 hours of activities to practice new skills
on the job along with small homework
assignments;
Available in both: 

English (8am to noon) &
Spanish (1pm to 5pm)

Sessions will be held at the Farm Bureau
Fees: $85 per participant

@stanfarmbureau.
org/events/

 
use the QR Code

or call
 

Register Now!

Anna @ 209-522-7278


