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Insurance

The Senate Select Committee on Wine held
a hearing that focused on two primary
concerns impacting the wine industry — the
lack of comprehensive insurance and the
implementation of the bottle recycling
program, led by Cal Recycle. You can watch
the hearing here.

The hearing was split into two panels to
address those two issues. The first panel
included speakers from the California
Department of Insurance, an independent
insurance agent, and wine grape grower.
Senators McGuire (D Santa Rosa), Dodd (D
Napa) and Alvardo-Gil (D Modesto) at-
tended the hearing and focused on the cost
implications of insurance on small, family-
owned farm and wineries, where insurance
rates have risen up to ten times in just a few
years. With insurance not providing com-
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(209)529-2020
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Residential
Industrial
Commercial

l.J. Larsen
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prehensive protection against commodity
losses from wildfire and becoming a top
five expense for business owners, the in-
dustry participants on the panel presented
a crisis still impacting rural communities
across the state. CDI presented its plan to
restore competition to the admitted market,
which we have discussed at length previ-
ously. It includes the adoption of catastro-
phe modeling, reinsurance costs and more
changes to how insurers and CDI work to
approve rate increases in exchange for a
commitment by insurers to write new poli-
cies in impacted areas. The second panel
featured testimony from CalRecycle and
from E.J. Gallo Company, describing the
implementation of wine bottles with the
state’s bottle recycling efforts. Gallo dis-
cussed its investment in the Halo recycling
facility, which uses one hundred percent of
all inputs to the plant to produce either new
clean glass or
glass supported
by-products for
the construc-
tion industry.

HILMAR
(209)634-7276

California
Farm Bureau
was the only
organization to
provide public
comment at the
hearing, noting
the importance
of retuning
competition to
the admitted
market that
reflects invest-
ments that
private

==

November 17, 2023 Stanislaus Farm News — 3

California

Farm Bureau.

REVIEW

JLEGISLATIVE AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

landowners, the state and federal govern-
ments make in reducing wildfire risks.
Staff: Peter Ansel; pansel@cfbf.com

Rural Broadband

The California Department of Technology
and the California Public Utilities Commis-
sion held a hearing to capture public com-
ments on the implementation of the state’s
broadband for all strategy. The public
comments will inform rules that the CPUC
is developing to implement California’s
Broadband Equity, Access, and Deploy-
ment Program (BEAD). California has been
allocated approximately $1.86 billion under
BEAD based on the federal government's
calculation of California's share of unserved
locations nationally.

California Farm Bureau submitted written
public comments to the CPUC that state:
“CAFB members must have access to re-
liable and affordable true broadband to
adopt technology, empower farm related
data, and integrate new precision agricul-
ture hardware, like automated tractors and
drones to augment an aging, shrinking
labor pool, and increase on farm efficiency.
CAFB requests that agriculture operators,
food processing facilities, and other agricul-
ture properties be considered anchor insti-
tutions for BEAD program network connec-
tivity, such that the fields across California
can be covered in broadband, leveraging
the locations where agriculture needs those
services to be available for the deployment
of Al, cloud computing, and data centric
services that will drive agriculture's opera-
tional efficiencies.”

See "REVIEW"” on page 4
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The Governor designated the CPUC to
serve as the recipient of and administering
agent for the BEAD program for California.
Staff: Peter Ansel; pansel@cfbf.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CDFA HEALTHY SOILS PROGRAM
AWARDS PROMOTE ADOPTION OF
CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT
PRACTICES

CDFA'’s Office of Environmental Farming
and Innovation is pleased to announce the
award of more than $1.142 million in grants
for demonstration projects in its Healthy
Soils Program. The demonstration grants
fund on-farm demonstration projects that
collect data, showcase conservation man-
agement practices and create a platform
promoting the widespread adoption of
healthy-soils practices throughout the state.
Each of the grant awardees will reach out
to a minimum of 80 individual Califor-

nia farmers or ranchers through outreach
events during the grant term. Attendees at
events may include farm and ranch owners;
and their employees, including certified
crop advisors (CCAs); pest control advisors
(PCAs); and other key farm advisors. The
awardees will share tips on how to imple-
ment the demonstrated practices success-
fully as well as discuss the benefits and
effectiveness of the practices. The complete
list of grant awardees, project description,
and counties where projects are to be locat-
ed can be found here by following the link
to the HSP

Demonstration Grant website.

THE CALIFORNIA WILDFIRE AND FOR-
EST RESILIENCE TASKFORCE HOSTS A
TREATMENT DASHBOARD

VIRTUAL WORKSHOP

Tuesday, November 14, 2023 — 2:00 to 3:30
p-m.

Following the beta release of the CA Wild-
tire & Landscape Resilience Interagency
Treatment Dashboard, the Wildfire andFor-
est Resilience Task Force will be hosting a
virtual public workshop from 2:00 to 3:30

p-m. on Tuesday, November 14, 2023. The
goal of the workshop is to gather input
from those using the Treatment Tracking
System and Dashboard to improve how
data is accessed and displayed, and to
ensure we are providing transparency and
effective planning information on statewide
wildfire resilience treatments.

Workshop Agenda:

® 2:00 to 2:30 p.m. — Treatment Dashboard
Overview and Demo

¢ 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. — Online Break-Out
Rooms Based on User Groups

¢ Post-Workshop — Online Recording and
Exit Survey

Please come prepared to discuss.

* How the data be more useful for you.

e How the can data be better summarized
and displayed.

e Additional Dashboard features that
would be helpful for you.

* Different ways to explain the tracking
system and dashboard.

e Potential new or different resources and
documentation.

e Potential additional data sources to con-
sider.

If you utilize the dashboard, plan to in the
future, or are looking for more information
about this important tool, register for the
workshop here: https://wildfiretaskforce.
org/treatment-dashboard/

The Central Valley feeds the world and is the lifeblood of California’s economy. As
a Representative of Stanislaus County and a farmer, | want to thank all the hard-
working and dedicated Farmers, farm workers, and their families. My family and |
are so proud to be a part of a farming community that gives so much of itself day

in and day out, through drought and flood, a community that embodies the

American dream. Thank you from my family to yours. Please reach out to me or my

office at (209) 525 - 4445 with any issues. It is an honor to represent you.

Stanislaus County Supervisor Mani Grewal District #4




New Paid Sick Leave Require-
ments to Become Effective
January 1, 2024

Source: Brian German
Ag News Director /| AgNet West

Governor Gavin Newsom recently signed
Senate Bill 616 into law, ushering in sig-
nificant changes to paid sick leave (PSL)
requirements. Effective January 1, 2024,
this legislation, put forth by state Senator
Lena Gonzalez, necessitates that employ-
ers elevate the annual PSL quota from three
days to five. Companies with a staff of 26
or more will be required to provide up to
80 hours of supplementary paid sick leave,
similar to the COVID sick day mandates,
which Senator Gonzalez referenced in state-
ments about the legislation. This encom-
passes situations where employees take
leave to attend to family members.

“Too many folks are still having to choose
between skipping a day’s pay and taking
care of themselves or their family members
when they get sick,” said Newsom. “We're
making it known that the health and well-
being of workers and their families is of the
utmost importance for California’s future.”

While the primary objective of the legis-
lation is to provide support to workers,
certain employers have voiced apprehen-
sions about the amplified financial strain.
Numerous agricultural associations, includ-
ing the California Farm Bureau Federation
and Western Growers, opposed the legisla-
tion citing concerns about potential misuse.
Under the new regulations, employees are
now required to accumulate a minimum of
40 hours, equivalent to five days, of PSL by
the 200th calendar day of the leave period.
The overall accumulation limit is fixed at

FLORY

LEAD
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ERS IN NUT HARVESTING EQUIPY gy

P

SINCE 1936

860 PTO Harvester

ST14 Shuttle Truk

For the finest in Agriculture Equipment and Metal Fabrication
See all our products at goflory.com
209-545-1167 Salida, CA

RAYCO INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY
Locally Owned and Operated Scuce (969

Used Tool and Machinery Dealer
Steam and High Pressure Cleaners
Metal Working Tools and Machinery
Power Tools, Wood Working Tools and Machinery

Hand Tools, Abrasives, Saw Blades and Safety Supplies
Automotive Tools and Equipment, Shop Heaters and Coolers

Sales and Service

California Contractors License 708487

The Largest Selection of Heavy Duty Shop Tools and Machinery In Northern California

Modesto (209) 529-8984

512 RIVER ROAD

Turlock (209) 632-2315

712 LANDER AVENUE
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80 hours, equivalent to 10 days, with a us-
age constraint of 40 hours during each PSL
period.

Anti-retaliation provisions have also been
bolstered under the new law. Employers
are barred from imposing conditions or
meddling with requests to use paid sick
leave. Employers are strongly encour-
aged to review and update their policies to
conform with the new requirements before
January 1, 2024.

& RUMBLE

X  ORCHARD SERVICES
Topping & Hedging
(Fall 2021: Hedging Down to 2’)
Skirting

Dual Mechanical
Brush Stacking

Almond/Walnut

Conditioning

Orchard
Management

Phil Rumble:
(209) 996-1517

Matt Rumble:
(209 1
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FREE ADS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

As another membership service, Farm Bureau members are offered FREE classified advertising in the
Stanislaus Farm News. Ads must be 18 words or less and only one ad per month per membership (mem-
bership number required.) Ads may be MAILED to the Stanislaus Farm News, or BROUGHT to the SCFB
office, 1201 L Street, Downtown Modesto. NO PHONE-IN OR FAX free ads will be accepted. Free ads are
restricted tofarm machinery orequipmentorunprocessed farm products. Farm jobs wanted or offered will
also be accepted. No real estate ads and no commercial items or services will be accepted. 209-522-7278

Classified Ad's $4.40 per run.
COPY DEADLINE: MONDAY 12 NOON

RATES: Display rates on request. Terms are cash. Ads should be
paid for at time of first insertion or immediately after receipt of bill
if order is placed by telephone or mail.

ERRORS: The Stanislaus Farm News will not be liable for more
than one incorrect insertion. Errors must be called to the attention
of the Classified Advertising Department not later than 4 p.m. on
the Tuesday following publication of the ad. Claims for adjustment
must be made within 15 days. We reserve the right to reject or

revise any advertisement.

120 SPECIAL NOTICES

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS
CUT YOUR ENERGY BILLS
ELIMINATE DUST & NOISE
Lowest Prices Guaranteed! Largest
Selection in the Valley! Windows, Doors,
Skylights, Soundproofing, Licensed,
Bonded & Insured.
Visit Our Showroom:
1050 Kansas Ave., Modesto
Cal Comfort Insulating Windows, Inc.
Contractors Lic. #51317 Class C17B
209-527-1310 (TFN)

300 Employment

Service Mechanic, duties
include greasing, chang,cs air
filters and oil, etc. Pays $15/
hour with a harvest bonus.

Must be willing to work 6

days a week. Opportunity
for longer employment bqsed

on job performance and
experience. Call Jenn for

more details: 209-648-7947

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

For Sale:
Heavy Duty Ripper - $2500
Contact Arby: 209-505-0555 or
text: 209-602-1400

Spring tooth with attached following
harrow. 8 ft wide, 3 point hook-up
asking $1000
Brush rake. Rear push. 9ft wide
adjustable spacing for 4 or 5 forks
asking $1000
Text or leave VM for
209-505-1731

For Sale:
John Deere 5100ML low profile
with Exact cab
Vrisimo flail mower — 12" & 8’
PBM 500 gallon sprayer with
electric valves (never used)
Durand Wayland 500 gallon
sprayer
Domries float leveler — 12’

Call Joe: 209-404-3326

Trailer axle with
springs $50, has two
new ftires 80" fread,

Call 209-537-9491

Great Plains no-till corn
planter 8-row model
YP825A-0830
It has a john blue injection
pump. Great condition.
#22,000 OBO phone 209-874-
4042 or 209-765-6298

Verisimo Might Max fail mower.
Model # SC-100 asking $5000
Orchard float roller 9ft wide
asking $1000
Text or leave a VM
209-505-1731

Estate Sale
Farm Equipment
Antique Automobiles
Call: 209-988-1583

510 LIVESTOCK

Kenyon Organic Services

Organic Consulting Services
Crop and Livestock
Carol Kenyon
(209) 484-1097

ck.cattle23@gmail.com

Sale Alfalfa. Best price,
great quality. Bigger Bales
especially suited to horses.

Cook Valley Angus Ranches
Modesto 209 996 7365 &
Available May- Oct

800 For Rent

House for Rent
$1500.00 & Deposit $1700
2 bedroom, 1 bathroom,
Large kitchen & livingroom,

Sinhle car garage, Riverbank
6819286

Dairy for Rent
Permitted for 614 Cows
With Flush and Freestalls
400 head open heifer facility
Turlock, Ca
Call 209-678-2632

900 REAL ESTATE

Cherry Orchard In the
Wood Colony
59+/- Acres. Excellent soil
comprised of 75% Hanford
sandy loam (HdpA). MID
irrigation with micro jet
sprinklers. 2,500 sq. ft. Metal
Barn included. $2,330,000
Simvoulakis Real Estate
209.985.9700
BRE #705092

Mobile Home For Sale
Double wide mobile home
1100 sq ft in senior park. All
up grades, tile floors, crown
molding, gas range, Compo-
sition roof, Vaulted ceilings,
must see, move in ready,
Terms available or $85,000
Ken (209) 204-6691

1000 SERVICES

Electrical and
Refrigeration Service
No job to small. Troubleshooting,
upgrades on home, ranch, dairy,
and commercial buildings.
209-648-7748

1000 SERVICES

Martin Reyes
Land leveling
Discing
Chiseling
Lice.#954989
(209) 605-4079

Noeller Farm
farm & ranch management
Almond, Peaches, Walnuts
custom Almond & Walnuts
(209) 883-2417 or
(209) 606-2084

PROAG Commercial
Ag. Spraying
Orchard, vineyard $ herbicide
applications
209-613-6355 Pat, 209-678-
8072 Matt, 209-613-3227
Justin
Visit proag.webs.com

RON MARTELLA
Custom Nut Harvesting
SHAKING, SWEEPING

AND HARVESTING
883-4819 or 883-0690

Woodbridge Spraying
Field Spraying
Orchard Spraying
Backhoe

380-0727 (TFN)

Orchard Brush Pile
Grinding Service
Brush « Stumps « Huller Twigs
Davis Ag & Ranch Clean Up
CA. Contractor Lic#796783
209-670-5278

We haul Rock, Sand,
Gravel, Demolition Clean
Up & Removal, Tree Holes,
Irrigation Lines & More.
Lic. # 884701
Home-(209) 848-0538
Cell (209) 525-7715 (Fn)

Wilson Portable Welding
Structural « Fabrication ¢
General Repair
* Dairy Repair » Ag Repair
*Mobile - 765-3596
* Shop — 524-3016 (TFN)

Need help with your Farm
Labor?
Call Lencioni Farm Services
209-537-2186

1100 MISCELLANEOUS

METAL BUILDINGS
Provided & installed, in-
terior upgrades available,
fully engineered, refer-
ences available.
Active Industrial Contracting
Michael Frost - 613-3548.
Lic. #735904 (1en)

LOW COST HOUSING Larg-
est Inventory in Valley of
Preowned Mobile Homes.
Approx. 100 to choose from.
Priced to fit your Budget.
Transportation Available. DLR.
209-632-0854.

ROOFING » FENCING » PLYWOOD  SIDING

Let's Build Together
Since 1953

Denair Location: (209) 632-2494
Riverbank Location: (209) 869-4424

www.DenairLumberCo.com

HARDWARE ¢ INSULATION « WINDOWS « 0.5.B.

FRED NETO & SONS
(209) 669-FRED
Fax (209) 669-0545
Catenng

'N Commitment to Excellence

Specializing in:

B.B.Q Steaks - Ribs
Pork - Chicken
Seasoned Meats
Fred’s Portuguese Beans
Party Platters

Deli Spreads ALL OCCASIONS / FREE ESTIMATES
1318 N. Golden State Boulevard, Turlock, CA

%

VAN DE POL

1947 - 2022

VAN DE POL

FUELS & LUBRICANTS

Celebrating 75 years of serving the
San Joaquin Valley!

We're your strategic partner - delivering
great service with roots in the local community.

Performance delivered.
Fuels | Lubricants | Renewable Diesel

Industrial Fluids | Diesel Exhaust Fluid
209.667.0236 | vandepol.us




Ag Services

Sales

Farms/Dairies

Farm Management

Aemetis Biogas LLC
Keyes 497-4034
American AgCredit
Turlock 667-5101

Basi Insurance
Oakdale (209) 847-3065
Bays Ranch

Westley 894-3472

BBSI

Modesto 576-0322

Anteris

Turlock (559) 472-6415
All West Select Sires
Turlock 667-8378
Exact

Modesto 544-8600
FISHBIO

Oakdale 847-6300

American Chevrolet
Modesto 575-1606

Honda Kawasaki of Modesto
Modesto 529-5424

Intero Stanislaus
Sacramento (916) 671-2358
Smith Chevrolet Co Inc.
Turlock 632-3946
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Ahlem Foothill Farm
Turlock 874-2477

Bobby Yamamoto Farms
Westley 835-1750

Braden Farms

Hughson 883-4061

Carol Morrett

Hughson 537-6658
Catherine Phipps Walden
Ballico 667-2409

Benchmark Farm Management
Riverbank 869-4290

Grover Farm Management
Modesto 602-3031

Lake Road Grizzly Ranch
Pomona (909) 623-1392

Fisher Capitol Investments
Modesto

Customized Water System
Turlock 988-4833

Don Pedro Pumps

Turlock 632-3161

1J Larsen Pumps

Modesto 529-2020

Modesto Irrigation District
Modesto 526-7373

Oakdale Irrigation District
Oakdale 847-0341

Blumen Flower Farm
Modesto 648-8995
Burchell Nursery
Oakdale 845-8733
California T \
Newman 862-9420
Dutch Hollow Farms
Modesto 287-6010

Agsafe

Modesto 526-4400
Cal Ag Safety
Oakdale 351-7092

Beard Land Improvement Co
Modesto 524-4631

Burchell Nursery * Frantz Nursery .
Oakdale 845-8733 Hickman 874-1459

Cortez Growers Association ¢ Grower Direct Nut Company .
Turlock 632-3118 883-4890

Flory Industries * Haidlen Ford O

Salida 545-1167

¢ Green Rubber
Modesto (888)273-2464
Salinas (831)752-6100

* Rumble Ag Service
Modesto 545-1848

¢ West Valley Agricultural Service

Westley 894-3121

* Stump Construction
Modesto 505-9730

* Branelle Properties LLC
Oakdale 595-0256

* MHK Construction Inc.
Hughson 648-2107

* Hawkins & Associates
Engineering
Modesto 575-4295

* D&MAg,
Denair 667-7783

* David Lemos
Modesto 541-3131

¢ Donlon Farms Inc.
Patterson 892-8543

* ERoen Ranches
Winnemucca 614-5944

* Fire Lake Jersey
Hilmar 632-2924

¢ Frank Dutra
Oakdale (209) 402-0796

Andreini & Company
Modesto 512-3698

Modesto 524-6157
Crivelli Ins &FIn Sv Inc
Turlock, 668-3319
DiBuduo & DeFendis
Fresno 557-2759

Insurance

e Turlock Irrigation District
Turlock 883-8374

¢ Waterford Irrigation Supply
Waterford 847-1387

¢ Park Greenhouse
Ripon 599-7545

* Roos Tree Nursery
Empire 847-2520

* Morris Nursery
Riverbank 527-5553

* Adian Equine
Oakdale 847-8258

« Dairy Veterinary Services
Escalon 551-3949
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Arrowhead Insurance Agency .

Frank Borba Custom Chopping  *
Modesto 652-8201

Oakdale 847-0356

¢ RossW.Lee
Modesto 521-9190

* Jensen & Jensen
Modesto 529-0791

Attorney

A.L. Gilbert

Keyes 632-2333
Blue Mtn. Minerals
Columbia, 533-0127
Conlin Supply
Oakdale 847-8977
NuWest Milling LLC
Hughson 883-1163
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Fowler Brother Farming
Waterford 409-4951

¢ Glory Farms

Waterford 522-4302

G3 Enterprises

Modesto 1-800-321-8748
Hilltop Ranch, Inc.

Heinrich Farms Inc
Modesto 595-2207
Hilmar Cheese Company, Inc. *
Hilmar 667-6076

InsureCAL Insurance Agency *
Turlock 250-0269
Mapes Ranch
Modesto 522-1762

¢ Melvin Wheeler
Modesto 526-9770

¢ Marchy Dairy

Ceres 537-0630

McManis Farms Inc

Modesto 541-9345

Banking\Financial
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Oakdale 851-3200

MidValley Agricultural Services Inc *

Modesto & Empire Traction Co. .

Sierra Grain Terminal
Turlock 667-2002
Stanislaus County Sheriff's Department

Modesto 524-4631

Wenger Ranch Inc.
Modesto

PG&E

Modesto 726-6303

Agri Business Financial Inc
Oakdale 607-0037

Central Valley Community Bank .
Fresno 559-323-3472
Edwards, Lien & Toso
Hilmar 634-9484

Farmers & Merchants Bank
Riverbank 571-4023

Acosta & DaughtersLLC
Waterford 872-4815
Belkorp Ag LLC, John Deere Dealer *
Modesto 538-3831
Coit & Hewes LLC
Modesto 985-0559
Garton Tractor Inc.
Turlock 632-3931

Hotsy

RAYCO

Nick Blom
Modesto 522-6140

Hughson 883-2603
Robert Gioletti
Turlock 667-6024

¢ o Melo Farms LLC * Ron Martella Farms
Ba.lllco 874-1875 Turlock 585-7852 Hughson 883-4819

* Kline Ranch * Michael Van Andel * Schut Ranches
Waterford 605-7741 Modesto 531-4667 Patterson 892-6226

¢ Knott Farms

Modesto 581-2571

* GDI Insurance Agency
Turlock 991-2929
Giddings Corby Hynes Inc
Modesto 526-3110
* Hoobler Insurance Services
Patterson 601-0418
* LGCroplns.
Turlock 262-8140

Alexandria Perrin LLC
Modesto 216-7027

* Casey Moving System
Ceres 531-9010

Clark Pest Control
Modesto 556-5200

Cover Specialty Services
Modesto 988-3864

Drone for Hire

Modesto 818-4109

wn
a
2
2
@
(%]
J
)
=)

George W. Lowry

Salida 545-0791

Valley Pacific Petroleum
Stockton (209) 948-9412
¢ Hunt& Sons, Inc.
Modesto 522-7291

Van de Pol Enterprises
Keyes 667-0236

* Linda Squires Insurance Agency
Hughson 652-

Nicholson Insurance Inc

Modesto 526-2697

Rico Pfitzer Pires Insurance Agency
Gustine 854-2000

Schut Insurance Services Inc
Patterson 892-6226

Modesto Nuts Baseball Club
Modesto 572-4487
R&JAvila

Hilmar 678-1723

Rocha's Valley Enterprises
Oakdale 581-1473

Quality Rodent Control, Inc.
Modesto 225-4124

* Grizzly Nut
Waterford 874-5223

* Turlock Walnut Co.
Turlock 668-0955

* Travaille & Phi
Manteca 599-6111

Nationwide Insurance
Sacramento (530) 701-4486

G&F Ag Services
Escalon 599-8911

Modesto 578-3925

Pacific Distributing Inc.
Hughson 883-4032

Redwood Ranches LLC

Modesto 525-7117
Stanislaus Farm Supply.
Modesto 765-1142

e TriCal

Oakdale (831) 245-7611
Yosemite Farm Credit
Turlock 667-2366

Grimbleby Coleman CPA's Inc
Modesto 527-4220

Moss Adams

Stockton 955-6100

Oak Valley Community Bank
Oakdale 844-7500

Vermeulen Company CPA
Ripon 599-5051

¢ Turlock Auto Parts
Turlock 634-4968

* Turlock Dairy & Refrigeration
Turlock 667-6455

Modesto 529-8984

Starkey & Lucas Farming & Cattle
Ceres 484-0671

Stewart Johnson

Ceres 602-8899

Victor M Lopes

Turlock 587-5026

Weaver Bros

Crows Landing 854-6716

Wyeth Dairy Inc.,

Modesto 545-2101

Stewart Kriese Ins Agency

Oakdale, 847-8025

Toste Insurance Services Inc

Modesto 338-3585

Western Valley Insurance Associates
Turlock 634-9031

Winton Ireland Strom & Green

Turlock, Modesto, Livingston and Hilmar
667-0995

+ Almond Alliance
Modesto 559-5800
« Almond Board of California
Modesto 672-9743
CA Farmland Trust
Elk Grove 916-544-2712
« CentralValley Hispanic Chamber of C
Modesto 789-5123
« Mod: Chamber of C:
Modesto 577-5757
Oakdale Chamber of Commerce
Oakdale 847-2244

* Medlen's House of Beef
Oakdale 847-4379

The Fruit Yard

Modesto 577-3093
Rodin Farms

Oakdale

Rodin Ranch

Modesto 577-3224

For the QOOd of your fOOd.



8 — Stanislaus Farm News November 17, 2023

Giving campaign to support
agriculture, food-security
research

The California Bountiful Foundation, the
nonprofit science and research affiliate of
the California Farm Bureau, is beginning its
annual fundraising campaign with a goal of
supporting scientific and economic research
on agricultural production to ensure food
security for all Californians.

The Bountiful Foundation, a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization, conducts research
and compiles scientific and economic data
on agriculture, food prices, water and the
environment. The foundation is led by Dr.
Amrith Gunasekara, former manager of

the Office of Environmental Farming and
Innovation for the California Department of
Food and Agriculture and science advisor
to the state agriculture secretary.

The Bountiful Foundation, reorganized
by the Farm Bureau in April 2022, solicits
grants and provides funding to support

Leaders in Nut Harvesting Equipment

TRADITION
SERVICE
INTEGRITY

CRAFTSMANSHIP

Serving the agricultural community since 1936

4737 Toomes Road, Salida Ca. (209) 545-1167
See all our products at goflory.com

studies on issues affecting farmers, ranch-
ers, timber producers and consumers.
Research interests focus on climate-smart
agriculture, water use, regulations, food
prices and sustaining California’s agricul-
tural heritage into the future.

"California farmers and ranchers produce

a diverse bounty of high-quality foods

in America’s most productive agricul-

tural state," said California Farm Bureau
President Jamie Johansson. "The California
Bountiful Foundation conducts and enables
important research to inform policymak-
ers on supporting our critical agricultural
production and safeguarding our Califor-
nia landscape while providing Americans

with ample supplies of safe, nutritious and
affordable foods.”

Currently, one in five California residents—
about 8.4 million people —faces food inse-
curity. This year’s fundraising campaign,
including Giving Tuesday on Nov. 28, is
focusing on Bountiful Foundation efforts to
lead and support agricultural research on

California agricultural contributions to ad-
dressing food insecurity.

“The California Bountiful Foundation is
dedicated to research on sustaining agricul-
ture into the future while conserving our
water resources, protecting the environ-
ment and curbing food insecurity by pro-
ducing more healthful and affordable foods
to meet the needs of all Californians,” said
Dr. Gunasekara.

To learn more about the California Bounti-
ful Foundation and how to donate, visit
https://www.cfbf.com/california-bountiful-
foundation

The California Farm Bureau works to pro-
tect family farms and ranches on behalf of
nearly 29,000 members statewide and as
part of a nationwide network of 5.3 million
Farm Bureau members.

ALMOND SHELLING

Since 1986
-State of the Art Equipment
80’ Truck Scale
Maximized Returns
-Owner Operated
*Inshell line complete with
Satake color sorter
‘High Capacity dryer for bin
or bulk loads

Peter Verdegaal Office
209-628-1008 209-356-0210

8016 Winton Way, Winton

Serving Stanislaus &
Merced Counties
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See more in the article

Q) P 5 from American Farm
s ' Bureau Economist,
= b Betty Resnick, on

j 0ST C pages 24-26.

Mape’s Ranch
and

Lyons’ Investments
10555 Maze Road Modesto, CA 95358

BN \J Office: (209) 522-1762

“THE WEST SIDE IS THE BEST SIDE”

The Lyons Family supports the Farm Bureau Family
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Stanislaus County Agricultural
Commissioner’s Report

By: Agricultural/Weights & Measures
Deputy, Wendy Hahn

Farm Families and Family Farms

Stanislaus County stands as a testament

to the enduring spirit of family farming.
The family farms that dot the landscape
not only contribute to the local economy
but also play a vital role in preserving the
region's agricultural heritage. As a depart-
ment, the Agricultural Commissioner’s
Office enforces laws and regulations that
support and protect the well-being of agri-
culture, the environment, business, and the
community. Our office bears witness to the
resilience and persistence of family farming
and family-owned agricultural businesses.
Whether it is the transitioning of a pesticide
permit from parents to children, register-
ing multiple generations of Pest Control
Advisors, Farm Labor Contractors, or com-
mercial pesticide applicators, or certifying
livestock scales over the course of several
decades, we see all types of agricultural
businesses passed through generations.

It’s no surprise to most familiar with ag-
riculture in Stanislaus County that 94% of
farms here are oper-

Regardless of the business structure,
Stanislaus County’s family farmers are
finding ways to keep their businesses lucra-
tive while also advocating for the industry
through active participation with the great-
er community. With fewer people coming
from a farming background, many are find-
ing ways to continue their family’s legacy
of cultivating community by participating
in or even hosting events for the public.
From the Hughson Fruit & Nut Festival, the
Patterson Apricot Fiesta, Denair’s Farm &
Family Festival, Riverbank Wine & Cheese
Festival, the La Grange and Oakdale Ro-
deos, to the Stanislaus County Fair and its
predecessor, the Turlock Melon Carnival.
Although not solely centered around a par-
ticular commodity, these community cel-
ebrations are often supported by participat-
ing farming families dedicated to serving
on committees and providing sponsorship
throughout the years. These community
events are cherished traditions for families
and provide an opportunity for urban and
rural communities to connect.

Certified Farmer’s Markets provide the
community with a way to interact with
farmers and support local agriculture. Mar-
kets certified by the Agricultural Commis-
sioner’s Office ensure agricultural products
being presented to consumers are, in fact,
grown by the producer offering them for

sale at the market, not a reseller. The high-
quality fresh produce brought to the CFM
by its' producers creates a diverse market
and provides the consumer with an oppor-
tunity to both meet the farmer and access
fresh food. Stanislaus County is currently
home to three Certified Farmer’s Markets-
Modesto, Patterson, and Turlock. At pres-
ent, the Agricultural Commissioner’s Office
has verified the growing grounds of forty-
seven active certified producers within its
jurisdiction. Over a dozen county-certified
vendors attend one of the county’s three
certified markets, offering everything from
apples to eggs to zucchini.

Some farming families engage the com-
munity by inviting them to their proper-
ties for special events. Several of our local
flower farmers host classes at their growing
grounds for farmer-led flower arranging
classes, or to photographers for photo-
shoots. Some growers invite the community
to participate in seasonal “U-pick” events,
pumpkin patches, corn mazes, petting zoos,
and other family fun activities. Still others
offer school and group field trips for chil-
dren to learn about how fruit and vegeta-
bles are grown. Interacting with customers
and community one-on-one puts a face to
the name or brand, and visits to the ranch
help promote not only their product, but
agriculture in general.

ated by families, even
as more and more

of the area is urban-
ized. Even the loosely
used term “corporate
farm” is frequently

a misnomer, as most
incorporated farms
are still family run,
generally with family
as shareholders. As
with many family-
run businesses in and
outside of agricul-
ture, incorporation

is simply a way to
structure a business
for legal and eco-
nomic reasons.

PARTS | SERVICE | SALES | LEASING | RENTALS | USED EQUIPMENT | NEW EQUIPMENT

ALSO HANDLES

e AGCO HESSTON HAY EQUIPMENT
e COMPACT TRACTOR RENTALS

e PEERLESS DRYING EQUIPMENT
¢ DONALDSON FILTER

321 Spreckels Ave. Manteca, CA 95336 e (209) 522-3271 e

ROXOR

e SCHMEISER TILLAGE/ORCHARD EQUIPMENT
e JAYLOR FEEDING EQUIPMENT
e PARTS & SERVICES ON MOST BRANDS OF EQUIPMENT

Highway 33 Patterson, CA 95363
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Commodity Fact Sheet

Pork

Information compiled by California Pork Producers Association

How Produced — While a majority of California farms use
modern farming practices, some farms are specific niche
markets. Today’s farming combines the best of traditional

pigs were bred for superior meat quality and adaptability. In
European pigs, fatness was selected for. The genetic
crossbreeding of these two varieties in the 18th and 19th

centuries formed a broad genetic

farming practices with the benefits of
modern technology. Many California
farmers believe that raising pigs in
barns helps them to better care for
their animals by controlling their
environment. Many California pigs
are raised in barns that use
technology like fans and heaters to
keep them comfortable all year long.
Pigs are kept in clean living
conditions and provided fresh feed
and water. Most pigs eat a diet that

basis for today’s domestic pig.
There are over 180 species found in
every continent of the world except
Antarctica. The top eight breeds are
Yorkshire, Hampshire, Berkshire,
Landrace, Duroc, Chester White,
Poland China and Spot. In
California, crossbreeds are the most
desirable  animal in  weight,
conditioning, and carcass quality.

consists of corn and soybeans and is

called a ration. Nutritionists carefully develop pig rations
based on the age, size, and nutrient requirements that
changes throughout their lifetime. Pigs have stages of
growth from birth to market: farrowing, weaning, growing,
and finishing. Baby pigs are raised by their mother or
sows, for the first month, then they are weaned. Weighing
between 12-15 pounds, they go to a nursery where they are
fed solid food, provided fresh water, and kept warm. They
stay there for four to six weeks and are fed a grower
ration. They will complete their growth cycle at an average
market weight of 270 pounds around six months of age.

History — There are fossils indicating wild pig-like animals
roamed the earth 40 million years ago. Pigs were
domesticated in China around 4900 BC and were raised in
Europe by 1500 BC. Columbus took pigs on his trip to Cuba
in 1493. Spanish explorer Hernando de Soto, the “father of
the American pork industry” was the first person to bring pigs
to America in 1539. With just 13 pigs he settled in Florida.
Once in America, de Soto’s pig herd grew to 700. Explorers
used the pigs not only for eating as fresh meat but for salt
pork and preserved pork. When de Soto died, some pigs ran
off and became ancestors to today’s feral or razorback pigs
and some were given to Native Americans as gifts. The pork
industry in America had begun. Pig production spread
quickly through the colonies. Hernan Cortés brought hogs to
New Mexico in 1600 and Sir Walter Raleigh brought sows to
Jamestown Colony in 1607. As pioneers moved west, they
took their pigs with them in crates that hung from covered
wagons. Pork processing facilities started popping up in
maijor cities. Pigs were first processed in Cincinnati, which
became known as “Porkopolis.”

Varieties — There are two major forms of domestic pigs,
European (Sus scrofa) and Asian (Sus indicus). Chinese

4
04/20 \4 )

Commodity Value - In 2021,
California ranked 28th in the United States in
pork production with an inventory of 82,000 pigs valued
at over $13 million dollars annually. Although
California makes up less than one percent of the total
U.S. pork production, it accounts for 13% of the national

pork consumption. The U.S. is the third largest
producer and consumer of pork and pork products
globally, exporting over five billion pounds of

pork annually. Pork production and pig prices vary
in a predictable manner during the calendar year. Such
variation is called seasonality or seasonal variation.

Top Producing Counties — There are four top
processing plants that are located in the counties of Los
Angeles, San Joaquin, Glenn, and Merced providing
more than 11,000 animals per day. Many swine
operations provide breeding pigs, project pigs, roaster
pigs, and/or products and services for sale. Pigs are
raised in every county in the state. Many agriculture
colleges like CSU Fresno, CSU Chico, Cal Poly SLO,
UC Davis, Modesto Junior College, and Reedley College
breed, raise, and sell pigs.

Nutritional Value — A 3-ounce portion is an excellent
source of protein, thiamin, B6, phosphorus, and niacin, and
a good source of potassium, riboflavin, and zinc. It
contributes six percent of the calories in a 2,000
calorie diet. Pork is 16% leaner and has 27% less
saturated fat than 20 years ago due to improved
breeding and feeding methods, as well as advancements
in processing.

For additional information: Ca[(;forl/({la
California Pork Producers Pork Producers
(916) 441-2249 - Association

Website: www.calpork.com

This is one in a series of fact sheets composed by the California Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom (CFAITC). For additional educational
materials: CFAITC, 2600 River Plaza Drive, Suite 220, Sacramento, CA 95833-3293 # (916) 561-5625 # (800) 700-AITC # Fax: (916) 561-5697
Email: info@learnaboutag.org # Website: LearnAboutAg.org ©2020 California Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom. All rights reserved.
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Floodwaters on farms help boost
aquifers

The historically wet winter early this year
motivated greater adoption of a water
management strategy known as flood-man-
aged aquifer recharge, or flood-MAR, in
which excess flood flows are diverted onto
farmland to boost depleted groundwater
aquifers. “We knew from the previous year,
even in intense drought years, we have
opportunities with these big storm events
and need to do everything we can,” said
California Department of Water Resources
Director Karla Nemeth, addressing water
managers, farmers, government officials
and others, as part of the Flood-MAR Fo-
rum in Sacramento last week. “Our ability
to respond to those kinds of intense rain
events is becoming increasingly impor-
tant.”

Sites Reservoir on fast track for final
legal green light

After decades of discussions and delays,

a major new reservoir in Northern Cali-
fornia is close to becoming reality. Last
week, Gov. Gavin Newsom certified the
Sites Reservoir project to be fast-tracked for
construction, exercising for the first time
his power under a new state law to stream-
line the process to break ground on infra-
structure projects. The reservoir, estimated
to cost $4.5 billion and hold 1.5 million
acre-feet of water, would be the first major
reservoir built in California in almost half a
century. It would be located about 80 miles
northwest of Sacramento on ranchlands in
Colusa and Glenn counties.

Vineyard boxes help lure owls that
manage rodents

Scattered across Napa Valley’s winegrape
acreage, posts holding wooden boxes rise
above vineyards. The boxes provide cozy
homes that attract barn owls to establish
residency and raise families. The owls then
become voracious predators that rid vine-
yards of gophers, mice and other rodents.
“We know barn owls eat rodents,” said
Matt Johnson, a professor at California
Polytechnic State University, Humboldt,
who heads the Johnson Lab of Wildlife
Habitat Ecology. A research project he
conducted by monitoring video feeds from
owl nest boxes in Napa Valley vineyards

revealed that a single barn owl family could
remove 3,466 rodents in a year.

Hartwig named president of leading
fruit industry group

Fresno County farmer Daniel Hartwig has
been selected to serve as the new president
of the California Fresh Fruit Association.
Hartwig will succeed Ian LeMay, who has
served as the association’s president since
2019. “I could not be more thrilled to join
the great team at CFFA,” Hartwig said. “I
have always had a deep admiration for the
work done by the association’s staff and the
leadership of the board. I also look forward
to working with our partners in the indus-
try to continue to protect agriculture from
the many threats before us.”

Delay in passing farm bill could cut
off federal support for dairy farmers
Dairy farmers are bracing for the “dairy
cliff.” That is the term for what happens
if the federal Dairy Margin Coverage Pro-
gram is allowed to expire. The program
offers monthly price support payments

to dairy farmers. If Congress fails to pass
a new, five-year farm bill or approve an

ground and come into production. Already,
some growers voice concern the sector

may be growing too fast, with projections
that California pistachio acreage will near
811,300 and production will reach 2.08 bil-
lion pounds by 2031. “I'm afraid of over-
supply and under demand,” said Fresno
County grower Greg Meyers. American
Pistachio Growers estimates state bearing
acreage will rise by more than 5% a year.

Agricultural leaders urge action on
improving ports for farm exports
Officials for Bay Area ports and leaders

of California agricultural associations met
last week to brainstorm on solutions to
better facilitate farm exports from state
ports, which a 2021 study called “the least
efficient in the world.” At a San Francisco
hearing held by the California Assembly
Committee on Ports and Goods Movement,
farming leaders and port directors dis-
cussed port shortcomings during the pan-
demic that stranded farm goods, including
tree nuts, rice and wine, and continue to
challenge the movement of freight within
California.

extension of current
legislation by the end
of this year, those pay-
ments will cease. That
would harm dairies,
increase milk prices
and cause supply-
chain disruptions. “It
would be disastrous
for the dairy industry,”
said Matthew Viohl,
California Farm Bu-
reau director of federal

policy.

Pistachio produc-
tion surge stirs wor-
ries of oversupply,
price drops

After harvesting a
record crop this year,
California pistachio
growers say they’re
looking to processors
to expand use of the
nut and drive up sales
as more trees go in the

KAY A. AUSTIN

ALYSSA L. HAINES

8408 N. Lander Avenue
Hilmar, CA 95324

RICHARD L. KILGORE, ARA
KYLE E. DALRYMPLE

TIFFANY L. HOLMES, ARA
JOHN E. DAVIS, ARA

By

Edwards, Lien & Toso, Inc.

Agricultural Appraisal Services

Providing Full Service Agricultural Valuation Products

Office:(209) 634-9484
Fax: (209) 634-0765

e-mail: info@eltappraisers.com

www.eltappraisers.com

RANDAL H. EDWARDS, ARA

JEFFREY A. LIEN
ANTHONY J. TOSO, ARA

MARTIN SEANEZ, ARA
JOHN J. STROHMAIER
MARY ANNE DORES
STEPHANIE J. BENGARD
GEORGE L. MORASCI
JASON L. EDWARDS
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WHOLESALE TIRES & WHEELS
Commercial/Passenger/4x4/SUV

Semi Truck / Farm & Dairy

Open 6 Days a Week—Monday-Saturday

o/Re

“DHILLON.

1030 W. Main St. . DHILLON
Turlock, CA 95380 Tel (209) 668-1074
Corner of W. Main St. & Davis Cell (209) 277-3546

- /ANNUAL

Registration will open on Friday, September

MEETING
v

CALIFORNIA FARM BUREAUVU

Save the Date! December 1- 6, 2023

15th
Join us at the Grand Sierra Resort
in Reno, Nevada!

# HOOBLER
VInsurance Services

RiIco, PFITZER, PIRES

& ASSOCIATES
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC. Lic 0499798

2024
Crop Insurance

Bill Hoobler
209-601-0418

Providing over 30 years of crop
yield and revenue protection to the

farmers and ranchers of the Central

Valley.

Key Sales closing dates:
Almonds - 12/31/23 b Wolt
Pistachios- 12/31/23 (209) 856-8821
Cherries - 1/31/24 iwolf@rppins.com
Stonefruit - 1/31/24
Tomatoes - 1/31/24

Hoobler Insurance Services is an equal opportunity provider

CA License #0L25066 '

Bobby Rosa
(209) 856-8820
brosa@rppins.com

"Proudly celebrating over 50 years of excellence in our industry"

Lucia Farao
(209) 856-8846
Ifarao@rppins.com

Leroy Rocha
(209) 856-8839
Irocha@rppins.com

Tammy Gray
(209) 856-8885
tgray@rppins.com

Leslie Machado
(209) 856-8814
Imachado@rppins.com

Rosie DelLaCruz

(209) 856-8840
rdelacruz@rppins.com

Call us today for a personalized Insurance Consultation!

(800) 399-7473 o (209) 854-2000 ¢ WWW.rppins.com

I NATIONWIDE®

On Your Side’

W& g3 Farm Certified Agency
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DPR Seeks Comment on
Statewide Pesticide
Notification System

Source: Brian German
Ag News Director /| AgNet West

The California Department of Pesticide
Regulation (DPR) is seeking comment on a
proposal for a statewide system to inform
the public about planned applications of
restricted material pesticides. The regula-
tion builds on existing processes, requiring
licensed applicators to submit electronic
information about intended pesticide use
24 hours in advance, or 48 hours for soil
fumigants. DPR said the aim is to enhance
transparency and public access to informa-
tion, aligning with California’s stringent
pesticide regulations.

DPR Director Julie Henderson emphasizes

the importance of the proposed system in
promoting transparency and equitable ac-
cess to information. Three public hearings
are scheduled, and written comments are
being accepted through January 12. In-
person events are scheduled for December
13 at the Clovis Veterans Memorial District
in Fresno County and December 14 at the
Ventura County Fairgrounds. A virtual
public hearing is also scheduled for Decem-
ber 19 via Zoom.

The draft proposal follows a two-year
outreach period, involving focus groups,
public meetings, and pilot projects in four
counties. DPR is currently beta testing the
technology to support the statewide sys-
tem, initiated with a $10 million allocation
in the 2021-2022 budget.

Wednesday, Dec. 13, 2023, at 4:30 p.m.
Clovis Veterans Memorial District
Memorial Auditorium

808 4th Street

Clovis, California 93612

Thursday, Dec. 14, 2023, at 4:30 p.m.
Ventura County Fairgrounds

Santa Rosa Hall

10 West Harbor Boulevard

Ventura, California 93001

VIRTUAL Tuesday, Dec. 19, 2023,
at 4:30 p.m. Held on Zoom
Webinar ID: 873 2837 5612

Passcode: 221172

Meetings:

Edward Jones

Let's plan your future together.

Justin Ausher
Financial Advisor
6624 3rd St
Riverbank, CA 95367
209-502-7556

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Farmers: Does your investment
portfolio need a review?

Investing isn't one-size-fits all. We specialize in delivering customized
financial strategies to fit your unique needs.

MKT-16929-A AECSPAD 20435097

Farm <

YOSEMITE

CREDIT

LOCAL AGRICULTURE
FINANCING

MODESTO MERCED
TURLOCK | LOS BANOS
PATTERSON | OAKDALE

yosemitefarmcredit.com @ @ @

HAPPINESS THIS HOLIDAY SEASON, AND
PEACE THROUGHOUT THE NEW YEAR.

WL%MWW WE WISH YOU JOY THIS THANKSGIVING,
o 4




National Proficiency Award Winner in Beef
Production.

Amanda attends Modesto Junior College
and is an intern at the beef unit. She works
alongside her family running and manag-
. ing their beef operation. They manage over
300 herd of registered Beefmaster, Com-

AMANDA 0SMUNDSON mercial, and E6 cattle.

OAKDALE * CALIFORNIA PLAGEMENT
TN PR

EVOLVE

Amanda’s family started this operation
nine years ago. Her main focus is to sell
registered herd bulls and donor cows to
commercial producers and seed stock
breeders locally and around the states.

Her duties around the farm are the general
management, feeding, giving vaccinations,
branding, daily herd checks, milking two
cows daily (these cows are used as their re-

Winner of 2023 National Proficiency
Award in Beef Production

By: Anahy Yepez & Joslyn Horton, M]JC
Students

As the 2023 National FFA Conference
wraps up, we want to congratulate Aman-
da Osmundson who was named the 2023

WWW.GREENRUBBER.COM

Everything for
Hgnculgt

Green Rubber - Kennedy Ag has the products, parts, accessories,
and customer service you need to maximize your productivity.

o

- CUSTOM CONVEYOR BELTS P e ,
- URETHANE PARTS

- RENEWED BOGIE WHEELS

- PUMPS, HOSES, FITTINGS

- SPRAY NOZZLES & VALVES

- WATER TANKS & TANK TRAILERS

- SAFETY PRODUCTS & EQUIPMENT

- PRESSURE WASHERS & ACCESSORIES

- AND MUCH MORE!

Ereen Rubber -
ennedy Ag
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Ag Industrial Supply — LJ—V_Q.)‘ -
Belting & Fabrication ‘: : vl L;

Six locations to serve you. Call today!
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cipient embryo transfer work) and feeding
any bottle babies they have.

Her favorite job on the farm is checking on
the calves and watching them run around.

Gregory Osmundson, who is Amanda’s
dad, inspired her after he showed her how
to Al cows. She decided to study embryol-
ogy either at Fresno State or Texas A & M to
further her education in the beef world.

She is supported and thankful for Mayra
and Gregory Osmundson (her parents),
grandparents, and her FFA advisors, Ed-
ward Hartzell, Matt Marshall, Isaac Robles
and Julie Schellhase.

ure

SALINAS (831)753-6100 - MODESTO (209)538-6227 - GREENFIELD (831)674-0999

WATSONVILLE (831)761-9395 - SANTA MARIA (805)878-8877 - YUMA (928)726-6560
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TuoLUMNE CouNnTY FARM NEWs

THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS!

AL Gilbert Company

o Qakdale, (209) 847-1721
Armstrong Logging

o Twain Harte, (209) 586-1384
Aspen Meadow Pack Station

o Sonora, (209) 965-3402
Benton Roberson CPAs LLP

o Sonora, (209) 586-5236
Blue Mountain Minerals

o Columbia, (209) 533-0127
California Reforestation Inc

o Sonora, (209) 840-1326
Canepa & Sons Well Drilling

o Sonora, (209) 532-1136
Cedar Ridge Apple Ranch LLC

o Sonora, (209) 533-9463
Conifer Communications Inc

o Sonora, (209) 532-5859

e (209) 522-7278

Covers Apple Ranch

o Tuolumne, (209) 840-2674
Crook Logging Inc

o Groveland, (209) 962-7716
Diestel Turkey Ranch

o Sonora, (209) 532-4950
Doherty Tire of Sonora

o Standard, (209) 532-3484
DSRS Inc.

o Sonora, (209) 993-8146
Fulton Trucking Inc.

o Groveland, (209) 962-4350
Hurst Ranch

o Jamestown, (209) 984-3016
Joe Cover & Sons Inc

o Tuolumne, (209) 840-2674
Lockhart Appraisal

o Soulsbyville

Posse Grounds.

LOG IT, GRAZE IT

eyl

‘&
OR WATCH IT BURN

TUOLUMNE
FARM BUREAU

Mountain Oasis Purified Water LLC
o Sonorga, (209) 533-9000
Left Coast Land Clearing
o Sonora, (209) 536-9174
Sierra Resource Management Inc
o Sonora, (209) 984-1146
Tuolumne Utilities District
o Sonora, (209) 770-8902
Twain Harte Lumber & Hardware
o Twain Harte, (209) 586-3571
Valley Pacific Petroleum
o Stockton, (209) 948-9412
Yosemite Clean Energy
o Mariposa, (209) 800-2831
Yosemite Farm Credit
o Turlock, (209) 667-2366

@ abid@stanfarmbureau.org

Tuolumne County Farm Bureau hosted their Annual Dinner
on Saturday, October 21st at the Tuolume county Sheriff's

It was a great evening of fellowship with members, an amaz-
ing prime rib dinner and we heard the incredible story of

' Chateau Montelena Winery in Napa and the evolution of the
wine industry in California.

We wanted to thank our many members for attending!

We also need to thank Mike Quinones and team for another
amazing dinner. Mike and his team come in for each of our
events and their catering is second to none. The prime rib
was absolutely perfect and all of the sides were perfect for a
lovely fall evening. This team does so much work to make
the evening so smooth and we are so appreciative of this
great catering team. We always so enjoy our time at the Posse
Grounds and wanted to thank the Sheriff's Posse for the use
of their wonderful venue. They host us each year and it is a
great spot for our event! We appreciate their team coming in
early for our set up, running the bar and of course, helping

us get broken down and cleaned up! We
owe Bo Barret from Chateau Montelena, a
huge shout out for his fantastic history of
California wines and all he and his family
contributed to the evolution of wine that
really put California wines on the map. He
was hilarious and provided so much great
information for the group, we really en-
joyed his speech.

We host the Ag in the Classroom Silent
Auction each year, and each year everyone
really shows up and supports this great
program. Funds raised here support the
3rd grade Ag Day and other great events
that teach youth about where their food
comes from and the hands that produce
it. Thank you so much to everyone who
donated wonderful items and showed up
to support our ability to educate the next
generation.

Thank you to our Sponsors:

Chicken Ranch Casino, Yosemite Farm
Credit, Terri Arington, El Dorado Septic,
Clarke Broadcasting, Blue Mountain Min-
erals, Diestel Turkey Ranch and Yosemite
Title Company.



New Rules and Standards to

Impact Ag Businesses
Source: Brian German
Ag News Director /| AgNet West

Agricultural businesses are looking at a
variety of new rules and requirements that
are going to require time and resources.
President and CEO of the Western Agricul-
tural Processors Association, Roger Isom
said the paid sick leave expansion is cer-
tainly going to have an impact. The amount

of mandated paid sick leave is increasing
from three days to five days. A new work-
place violence standard is also going to
impact ag businesses.

“We knew Cal/OSHA was working on
one, but now the Legislature has passed a
bill mandating it and the governor signed
it,” Isom noted.
“There will be a new
workplace violence
standard that we're
all going to have to
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write plans for and do training. Whether
you’'ve had issues there or not.”

Other new rules are also on the horizon.
The California Division of Occupational
Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA) is on the
verge of adopting a new indoor heat illness
standard. “That’s going to be something
i else that
- growers and
| hullers and
anybody
. with any
' kind of farm
shop or gin
or huller are
going to have
to address.
So, there’s a
lot coming,”
said Isom.
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G3 HAS BEEN HAULI
CALIFDRNIA’S
OVER 40 YEAR

We're large enough to serve a

NG
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G3 Enterprises knows how to move your product with efficiency and care. We are ag hauling
experts with equipment and capacity to haul year-round from field to processor, to packer and on

as finished goods. Let's put G3 InG3nuity to work for you — Visit G3Enterprises.com/AG-Hauling
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THE NEED
FOR SPEED

MOBILE BANKING

Rev up your banking experience with Bank of Stockton's mobile app. Seamlessly
manage your finances on the go, whether it's checking your account balances,
transferring funds, paying bills or staying updated with account activity. Our

user-friendly app ensures a secure and efficient banking experience, putting you

in the driver’s seat of your financial journey whenever and wherever you need it.

BANK OF STOCKTON

ESTABLISHED 1867
WITHSTANDING THE TEST OF TIME

In Modesto, Turlock and Oakdale

Download Our App

.l Download on the ‘ > GETITON
bankofstockton.com App Store ‘ Google Play MEMBER FDIC 458

Let us take a crack at providing
the best insurance for you!

New for 2024 Crop Year:

4th Leaf Almonds & 5th
Leaf Walnuts are
insurable upon approval.

Sales closing: Almonds 12/30/23 &
Walnuts 1/31/24

LG Crop Insurance Services Inc.
LG Crop Insurance 209-667-1557 175 South Thor Street
Toll Free 888-236-2357 Turlock, CA 95380 GREATAMERICAN,

contact@Igcropinsurance.com License #0E83681 INSURANCE GROUP

Policies are underwritten by Great American Insurance Company and Great American Alliance Insurance Company, authorized insurers in fifty (50) states and the District of Columbia. Great American Insurance Company
is an equal opportunity provider. Great American Insurance Group, 301 E. Fourth Street, Cincinnati OH 45202.
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Jeana Hultquist awarded
National FFA Honorary
American Degree

Source: American AgCredit

Four years ago, American AgCredit Vice
President of Legislative Affairs Jeana
Hultquist was first honored as a California
FFA Honorary American Degree recipient.
Last week at the FFA National Convention
on Friday, Nov. 3, she was awarded the
same honor at the national level.

This award is given to those who advance
agricultural education and FFA through
outstanding personal commitment. The
Honorary American FFA Degree is an op-
portunity to recognize those who have gone
beyond valuable daily contributions to

make an extraordinary long-term difference
in the lives of students, inspiring confidence
in a new generation of agriculturists.

After over 40 years of advocating for pro-
ducers on behalf of American AgCredit and
the Farm Credit System, Jeana’s influence

is nothing short of that description. She is

a graduate of the California Agricultural
Leadership Program (Class 38) and 2015
recipient of the Common Threads North
Award. She currently serves on the board
of directors and served as past chair for the
Center for Land-Based Learning and the
Amador County Historical Society and is an
advisory board member for Innovate to Mo-
tivate®. She recently served on the board

of directors for the Agricultural Council

of California, and the California State FFA
Foundation. For many years, Jeana served
as a grant reviewer for the CDFA CalAg-

Plate program, and she participated in
several projects and focus groups, including
the California Farm Water Coalition.

“Agriculture chose me.”

It all started in a small town east of Sacra-
mento, where her family had a small ranch.

“You can’t live in a small town without peo-
ple talking and living ag,” reflected Jeana.
“At that time, women weren't as prevalent
working on the ranch—it was predominant-
ly my great uncles who ran the ranch.”

Nonetheless, it was agriculture that chose
her, according to Jeana. After finishing her
general education at Chico State University,
Jeana began working as a credit clerk for
the Sacramento Bank for Cooperatives, now
known as CoBank today, and continued
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on to study at American River College to
become a paralegal. She was finishing her
education when an opportunity came up to

transfer over to the bank’s legal department.

It was the 1980s, a season of economic

crisis in agriculture: sky high interest rates,
dropping land values, foreclosures, and
bankruptcy for many operations. And the
Sacramento Bank for Cooperatives was in
the middle of a merger with other System
banks for cooperatives, too. Jeana took this
opportunity to transfer to the newly formed
Western Farm Credit Bank (successor to the
Federal Intermediate Credit Bank and Fed-
eral Land Bank of Sacramento). As a parale-
gal at the time, she not only monitored state
legislation, but also the frenzy of foreclo-
sures and litigation taking place.

“Our job in the legal department was to
keep all the chaos organized,” reflected
Jeana.

It was in this early-on season of her career
at the height of agriculture’s economic
downturn, around 1986, that Jeana took a
trip with her girlfriends to New York and
Washington, D.C. Freshly graduated as a
paralegal, pregnant with her second child,
and in the throes of the ag crisis, she found

herself standing in front of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

“One of these days, someone else is going to
be paying for my trips back to D.C.,” Jeana
told her friends. Sure enough, Farm Credit
has paid for her trips to D.C. many times
since then.

From paralegal to advocate for producers

Jeana’s path to becoming a legislative advo-
cate for America’s farmers and ranchers has
its roots in 1988, when she was appointed
to represent Western Farm Credit Bank on
a committee of outside lawyers. Western
Farm Credit Bank was under litigation for

a decision made in the 1970s, and the com-
mittee was directed to explore the thought
process behind the decision at the time.

So, Jeana passed hours and hours of comb-
ing through meeting minutes of banks’
individual committees, Farm Credit System
committees, boards, presidents’ committees,
and so on. The committee conducted nu-
merous interviews with prior board mem-
bers and management. She also traveled to
New York to interview past representatives
of the Federal Farm Credit Funding Corpo-
ration. She went on to D.C. to visit with the
Farm Credit Council, lobbying firms and
members of Congress who were familiar
with the issue. So, Farm Credit’s history
and direction—and its implications for sup-
porting America’s producers—came to life
before her through the lens of legal docu-
ments and legislation.

But the experience didn’t only give Jeana an
in-depth understanding of the history of the
Farm Credit System —she had discovered
her niche, where her paralegal skillset com-
bined with her passion for history: a career
in legislative affairs with the Farm Credit
System.

A woman on a mission

Indeed, Jeana went on to demonstrate a
record of steadily increasing responsibility,
challenge, and positive influence in the ag
industry. She was afforded several oppor-
tunities to serve on industry workgroups
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that were at the forefront of the local foods
movement. In an effort to bring Farm Credit
along, she contributed to a white paper,
“Financing Agriculture as We Find It: Farm
Credit and the Changing Marketplace in US
AgBank Associations.” If she could relive a
time during her career, however, it would
be the inception of American AgCredit’s
local community impact and young, begin-
ning, and small farmer (YBS) AgConnect
programs.

“Some of my most rewarding work has
been seeing American AgCredit take the
lead in acknowledging the importance of
partnering with local nonprofits—such as
FFA, Kitchen Table Advisors, and the Cen-
ter for Land-Based Learning—to fight food
insecurity and support the next generation
of ag producers,” said Jeana.

Jeana played an integral role in standing
up American AgCredit’s YBS AgConnect
and local community impact programs.
She collaborated with American AgCredit’s
go-to-market teams to nail down a defini-
tion to help identify farmers with a direct-
to-market business model, as well as small,
boutique wineries, to qualify for financing
under the Farm Credit Administration’s
eligibility rules—all of which are critical to
serving all segments of agriculture.

“As I near retirement, my one wish is that
American AgCredit continue to expand
upon its mission work to serve our com-
munities and the future of agriculture,” said
Jeana.

Her parting words of wisdom? Choose to
build relationships with others and focus
on influencing for the betterment of all of
agriculture.

“Valuing relationships with others is para-
mount to working in a collaborative, effec-
tive manner,” reflected Jeana, who's seen no
shortage of division after a career in legis-
lative affairs. “It's important to honor and
respect views on all sides. At the end of the
day, our role is to focus on influencing for
the betterment of all of agriculture.”
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Youth are important to future
of agriculture

By: Sonya Severo with Special Thanks
to Anna Genasci, Stanislaus County
Farm Bureau, Photos provide by Sonya
Severo

Originally printed in Stanislaus Magazine,
Nov/Dec 2023 Issue

In August of 2023, the Stanislaus County
Agricultural Commissioner, Linda Pinfold,
introduced the 2022 Annual Agricultural
Report to the Stanislaus County Board of
Supervisors. Along with a summary of
changes in agricultural production in our
County, the report focused on youth in agri-
culture.

“We have chosen to highlight the 4H, Future
Farmers of America, and Farm Bureau’s
Young Farmers & Ranchers programs,” said
Pinfold. “We can only hope their experience
in these programs creates connection and a
foundation for understanding the agricul-
tural industry in the future.”

Pinfold expressed that as we are all
aware, agriculture is a primary industry
in Stanislaus County where agriculture is
known for its fertile soils, canals running
tull of water, and crops such as almonds,
walnuts, and Holstein cows. In fact,
Stanislaus County ranked higher than 18
other states, this is impressive!

The United States Department of Agricul-
ture National Statistics
Services (NASS) actually
reports that family-owned
farms account for 97% of
the 2.1 million farms in the
U.S,, they also explain that
69% of the family farms
surveyed, expected owner-
ship to continue into the
next generation. This is
great news for the youth
programs Pinfold de-
scribed above and honestly
this makes one of the most
valuable commodities in

agriculture, our youth!

“My parents met at the Stanislaus County
Fair,” says Jace Neugebauer, Principal Sales
Associate for the Terra West Group (TWG).
Jace’s story begins in the farrowing barn
playing with tiny piglets. The youngest of
three siblings, he was exposed to agricul-
ture at a very young age. His mom's par-
ents owned a dairy while his dad and his
grandpa were both very active High School
Agriculture teachers.

“I see it now with my nephews too, all
boys,” said Jace, “but when we were kids,
my favorite thing to wear was a pair of
muck boots.”

Jace was always trying to be just like his
older siblings who were very involved in
Future Farmers of America (FFA). By the
third grade, he mastered the FFA Creed
after hearing his siblings studying it and
attended his first State FFA Conference with

his family when he was only eight years old.

As he grew older and attended high school,
his dad was actually his agriculture teacher.
Growing up in a small town in Northern
California, it wasn't unusual to have a cattle
drive shut down the main street or to hunt
for ducks during his lunch break. Jace’s
involvement in agriculture continued with
his involvement in FFA throughout all of
his years in high school.

“The FFA gave my siblings and I kind of
the gateway to becoming leaders and de-

veloping as individuals and it does that for ’]

so many kids across this state and across

about anything,’

this nation,” said Jace. “It was the largest
component in terms of leadership and career
development is FFA.”

Jace raised livestock, played football and
went on to become a State FFA Officer in
high school. The State FFA Officer team’s
purpose is to inspire and lead their peers,
shepherding the FFA component of the
program and delaying the start of college

a year to make this commitment. Jace at-
tended William Penn University in Iowa.
Unfortunately, there was not an opportunity
to be involved in agriculture there, but he
played football, studied in Business, and got
involved in Student Government Associa-
tion. He was a Student Government Officer
for all four years and served as the President
during his sophomore and junior year.

While he was in college, Jace interned with
a football stadium lighting company that
he ended up working full time for after his
graduation. It was not long before he heard
of an opportunity with an Ag Tech firm in
Fresno, which gave him the opportunity to
find something a little closer to home.

“Ag Tech is very competitive, but I learned
how to start a conversation with anyone,

" a skill that is transferable




to almost any job.

Jace was glad to be back, working in ag-
riculture and after a couple of years he

got a pretty cool opportunity to work in
Stanislaus County working for TWG, a
company that provides agricultural real es-
tate services, financial consulting, and land
evaluation. Jace said he enjoys opportunities
to help growers.

“There is an aspect of building relation-
ships, it is what agriculture real estate is all
about. I like to meet new people, hear their
story and learn their background, “ says
Jace. “Relationships turn into friendships,

Inventory Management Competitive
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On Time Delivery
Gas, Diesel, Renewable Diesel, and
Red Diesel Available
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Truck & Trailer Delivery
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MIKE HEINRICH

209.312.4011 | MHeinrich@boyett.net

Boyett Petroleum
209.577.6000 | Boyett.net
601 McHenry Ave, Modesto, 95350

business opportunities, and transactions at
the same time. In a lot of cases, based on
economic instability I have the opportunity
to help people.”

Jace believes there is a lot of (farm) consoli-
dation right now, which can be challenging.
According to the NASS, only 30% of farms
survive into the second generation of fami-
lies and only 12% of farms are still being
operated by a third generation.

“Sometimes selling is the only solution, but
we can help reassure the farmer, by selling
the land to another farmer,” said Jace.

As an inspiring young leader in agriculture,
Jace says “yes’ to invitations to give back

to the community he
works and lives in.

He currently lives in
Oakdale, California,
he enjoys working

in Stanislaus County
within the Agricultural
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industry, and he is currently serving in a
leadership role in the Farm Bureau’s Young
Farmers and Ranchers. However, his roots
are important to him, he recently traveled
home to work in the swine ring at his coun-
ty fair, hauled a pig for a young showman,
and spoke to a group of young agriculturists
at a Hanford FFA meeting.

Jace serves as a great example of agriculture
growing leaders. The values in agriculture;
family, work ethic, responsibility and ac-
countability, are just some of the few rea-
sons that agriculture grows more than just
our food.

“I think I was so fortunate and blessed to

be the son of my parents and the youngest
sibling to my siblings because it gave me an
opportunity to be immersed in everything
agriculture, sports, and good times,” said
Jace.

“We are blessed with the most fertile farmland
on the planet, but our most valuable assets
are the farm and ranch families of Stanislaus
County. Like the founders of this great nation,
our county’s farmers have the grit, determination
and dedication to drive our local economy. Our
family is proud to be part of this great industry.

The Withrow Family
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Thanksgiving Dinner Cost Relief,
But Still High Relative to Recent
Years

As Americans prepare for Thanksgiving,
they’ll see some relief in food prices for their
Thanksgiving dinner. In the American Farm
Bureau Federation’s 38th annual Thanksgiv-
ing dinner survey, we find that this year’s
classic Thanksgiving feast for 10 will be
$61.17, or approximately $6.12 per guest.
This represents a 4.5% decline from histori-
cally high prices last year, driven by a de-
cline in the price of the Thanksgiving dinner
centerpiece — the turkey. Despite the year-
over-year relief, the cost is still 25% higher
compared to 2019, prior to the COVID-19
pandemic.

The Survey

The AFBF marketbasket survey includes
responses from all 50 states and Puerto Rico
collected between Nov. 1-6, mostly con-
sisting of “volunteer shoppers” (members
checking prices) visiting their local grocery
stores to survey prices of the various items
used to prepare a classic Thanksgiving feast.
As part of the survey tradition dating back
to 1986, volunteers collect price data on tur-
key, cubed stuffing, sweet potatoes, dinner
rolls, frozen peas, fresh cranberries, celery,
carrots, pumpkin pie mix, pie shells, whip-
ping cream and whole milk. To reflect an
expanded Thanksgiving table, data on bone-
less ham, Russet potatoes and frozen green
beans is also collected. When including the
additional items, the cost of a Thanksgiving
meal rose to $84.75 or $8.48 per person.

In the classic basket, seven of the eleven sur-
veyed items saw a price decrease since last
year, including turkey, cubed stuffing, fro-
zen peas, cranberries, pie shells, whipping
cream and whole milk. The price of four

items rose in price year-over-year — the rel-
ish tray (a mix of fresh celery and carrots),
sweet potatoes, dinner rolls and pumpkin
pie mix.

Thanksgiving’s Centerpiece — The Turkey
Over the past two decades, the turkey has
accounted for an average of 43% of the price
of the Thanksgiving dinner according to the
AFBF survey, with a slight increase over
time. In 2023, a 16-pound frozen whole tur-
key accounts for .
45% of the clas- I
sic Thanksgiving
basket at $27.35,

a 5.6% decrease

from 2022.

Given its promi-
nence, the turkey
is the true driver
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ing 85.5% is the marketing share, the portion
of the food dollar that goes to food supply
chain establishments for post-farm activities
that transform raw food into finished food
products. It's important to keep in mind
that these percentages are averages across
all food. Certainly, the farm share of a more
processed product, like dinner rolls, is much
smaller than for food raw products like car-
rots and celery.

Of all items surveyed this year, pumpkin
pie mix ($4.44 per 30 oz. can) and dinner
rolls ($3.84 per dozen) had the largest per-
cent increase at 3.8% and 3.0% respectively.
Interestingly, the AFBF July 4th Cookout

survey similarly had hamburger buns with
its largest annual price increase. Of products
surveyed, dinner rolls are the most likely to
be prepared in-store, and thus could be im-
pacted by sustained increases in wages due
to a tight labor market.

Products with the largest percentage drop
in prices included whipping cream ($1.73
per half pint) and fresh cranberries ($2.10
per 12 oz.) at a decrease of 22.8% and 18.3%
respectively. For cranberries, the price drop
is indicative of expanded supply, as con-
firmed by production estimates from the
Cranberry Marketing Committee (CMC) in
August which indicate a 3.6% increase from
the previous year
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cranberry import volumes are up 33% this
year-to-date (January — September), almost
exclusively from Canada. Of note, approxi-
mately 95% of U.S.-utilized cranberry pro-
duction is processed.

The decrease in price for whipping cream
may be related to the nature of year-over-
year estimates, as last year saw a 26% in-
crease. Prices are now back in line with the
status quo of previous years. Additionally,
in reflection of how difficult it had become
to find a %2 pint of whipping cream in stores
for many of our volunteers, we changed
that survey question, requesting the price
for a full pint — and then recalculated it to be
representative of a half-pint to maintain the
status quo in our classic basket. As such, this

See "DINNER” on page 26
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drop may also be indicative of the discount
per ounce received when buying in larger
quantities. Furthermore, in fall 2022, ware-
house stores of higher-fat dairy products,
like butter, were down significantly from fall
2021, which helped put upward pressure on
prices of those products. This year, ware-
house stores of higher-fat dairy products are
back in line with historical levels.

Let’s Get Regional

The survey results revealed regional dif-
ferences in retail food prices, with a $5.72
spread between the least and most expen-
sive regions. This Thanksgiving, the least
expensive food region for Thanksgiving din-
ner is the Midwest at $58.66, followed by the
South at $59.10, the West at $63.89, and the
Northeast as the most expensive at $64.38.

Give Thanks for Affordable Food

From a global viewpoint, despite food
inflation and supply chain problems, food

is more affordable in the U.S. than in other
countries. In fact, the average U.S. consumer
spends only 6.7% of their disposable income
on food — the lowest of 104 countries mea-
sured by the USDA in 2022 and 20% lower
than the next nearest country, Singapore at
8.4%. Five countries have food expenditures
that exceed 50% of disposable income, with
the highest being Nigeria at 59%. The U.S. is
lower than many peer nations as well, with
Canadians and Australians all paying 10%
of their disposable income on food.

Part of the reason food prices in the United
States remain comparatively low is the pres-
ence of effective risk management and safety
net programs that help stabilize agriculture
markets and revenues farmers receive in an
inherently uncertain and volatile industry.
Many of these programs are defined and

authorized by the farm bill, which expired
on Sept. 30, 2023. The farm bill provides an
important consistent opportunity for poli-
cymakers to address agricultural and food
issues comprehensively. It has grown over
the decades to serve both food and agricul-
ture, but its roots are in farm commodity
program support. The farm bill has ex-
panded and broadened to include nutrition
assistance, conservation, research, a broader
swath of crops and bioenergy programs. Be-
cause of this, the farm bill brings together a
diverse coalition to advocate for a legislative
package composed of provisions that would
likely not survive the legislative bureaucra-
cy as stand-alone measures.

On the farm side, those utilizing farm bill
programs value risk management tools that
offer certainty and predictability. Tools like
crop insurance products, marketing loans
and commodity programs help producers
manage through tough times. Voluntary,
market-based incentives in conservation
programs help provide producers with the
tools and assistance needed to implement
soil and water improvements. Rural com-
munities have access to tools like broadband
grants and new business loans authorized
by the farm bill to help enhance economic
development and attract growth.

On the nutrition assistance side, many
families are able to put dinner on the table
thanks to farm bill programs like the Sup-
plemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP). In 2022, there was an average of
41.2 million Americans receiving SNAP
benefits at any given time, a full 12.6% of the
U.S. population.

Just as agriculture changes and adapts to
meet the needs of the time, the farm bill
must do the same to serve the needs of its

constituents. Every five years or so, Con-
gress prioritizes the passage of a new farm
bill to meet the challenges of an ever-chang-
ing world and ensure that critical programs
continue to work for farmers and ranchers,
families on a budget, and rural communities
working to stay competitive.

This year, the same factors that have led to
inflated prices for food and for all the things
that farmers have to buy to produce that
food have raised new challenges for the
farm bill. Unfortunately, several programs
do not automatically adjust for inflation —
including spending on agricultural research
and Title I commodity programs. Thus, they
currently have less impact than intended
when the farm bill was last passed in 2018.

Conclusion

According to AFBF’s national Thanksgiv-
ing survey, 2023 will have the second most
expensive Thanksgiving meal in the sur-
vey’s 38-year history. A reduction in 4.5% of
the Thanksgiving meal was predominantly
driven by a reduced cost of turkey, but also
by reductions in seven of eleven surveyed
dinner items. Although survey prices have
begun to come down, food price inflation re-
mains a real issue and serves as a constraint
on the budget of all U.S. consumers. Despite
challenges with inflation and the rising cost
of food, farmers and ranchers are work-

ing hard each day to provide America with
a safe and affordable food supply. Food
security plays a significant role in national
security, and an abundant and reliable food
supply is essential for any free nation. So,
this Thanksgiving, as you gather around
the table with friends and family, let’s also
give thanks to the hard work of farmers and
ranchers in providing our food and the na-
tional security and well-being that go with
it.
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From our Farm Bureau family
to yours

By: Jamie Johansson,
President, California Farm Bureau

Wildfire mitigation is a common topic in
California. In recent months, we’ve dis-
cussed this topic as it relates to policies
and practices undertaken by the US Forest
Service, Bureau of Land Management, and
other agencies; and we’ve weighed in on
how lack of wildfire mitigation and ad-
equate forest management affect insurance
rates and the willingness of carriers to write
policies in California. Effective forest man-
agement, coupled with improved safety
measures on the part of utility companies
form the best solution for California in a
variety of ways. When we look at utility
infrastructure, we can all agree that dimin-
ishing fire risk must be more thoughtful
than simply turning off the grid when the
wind blows.
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As farmers and ranchers, we certainly un-
derstand that changes and improvements
come with a price and in the background of
utility safety conversations has been the big
question; how much will our bill increase
to pay for a hardening of the electric grid?
That number should only be determined by
answering, what is the most cost-effective
solution for these significant infrastructure
improvement projects that must take place?

The state’s largest utility company, PG&E,
has petitioned the California Public Utili-
ties Commission (CPUC) for a massive rate
increase to initiate a $15.4 billion capital
investment project. This is a 30% increase
over and above increases that have already
taken place in recent years.

On September 13, 2023, the CPUC released
two proposed decisions in response to
PG&E’s rate increase request and both op-
tions reduced the PG&E proposed amount
substantially, by $1.6 billion and $2.1 bil-
lion, respectively. Neither of the proposals

. SO, WHERE DOES YOUR
BUSINESS GO FROM HERE?

.. and prospects and then develop a structured
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were received well by PG&E.

I believe the CPUC’s proposed decisions
strike a balance between strengthening the
electric grid for the future, and affordabil-
ity, which was the message CAFB Associate
Counsel Kevin Johnston shared when he
presented our position in oral argument be-
fore the full Commission on October 18th.
Both proposed decisions approve funds to
harden 2,000 miles of the electric grid and
lower the risk of wildfire ignition within
PG&E’s system.

I'm proud to say that California Farm
Bureau addressed the entire Commission
at the proceeding, and in fact, was the only
agricultural group present and participat-
ing at the hearing. In his comments, Kevin
noted: “The current bundled average agri-
cultural rate is 2 cents per kWh higher than
the initial applications 2026 projections and
the current bundled average agricultural
rate is 32.6% higher than when this case
started. That is without any of the cost from
this GRC being factored in. It
should not be lost that even
if [only] one of the Proposed
Decisions is adopted verbatim,
we are still looking at a 9 to 13%
increase.”

There is certainly a need to do
what it takes to adequately,
rapidly, and effectively ad-
dress very valid, and very real,
safety and reliability concerns.
However, we must do so in a
way that recognizes the very
real, and very valid burden to
ratepayers as a result of these
long deferred, and now urgently
needed, improvements.

Call or e-mail for more info today.

Vermeulen  Company

As is often the case, the solution
is a balance and Farm Bureau
will be there every step along

AN ACCOUNTANCY CORP.

1180 W. Main Street, Suite 2 ¢ Ripon
209.599.5051 * www.VermeulenCPA.com

the way to ensure the interests
of farmers and ranchers are

heard, recognized and account-
ed for.
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Over 200 members of the
poultry industry and its
supporters convened at
the Double Tree Hotel

in Modesto on October
26, 2023, for the annual
Good Egg Breakfast,

| facilitated by the Pacific
Egg & Poultry Asso-

Attendees gathered in
support of the industry,
to hear from this year's
speaker, Brianna Jokosa,
and her discussion on
"Engaging the Work-

' force Across Genera-
" tion," applaud the MJC

Good Egg Scholarship
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recipients, and discover who would be rec-
ognized as this year's "Good Egg." Retired
Modesto Junior College Agriculture/Poultry
Science Instructor, Richard Nimphius, was
recognized as this year's recipient. Nim-
phius's long-standing contribution to the
poultry industry and dedicated instructional
efforts during his tenure at MJC were just a
few of the accolades announced by award
presenter, John Schuber. Eight agriculture
students from MJC were also recognized as
recipients of the Good Egg Scholarship. Left
to right: Alyssa Partner (Agriculture Sci-
ence), Isabel Thompson (Animal Science),
Olivia Collins (Agriculture Science), Rebecca
Mendonza (Animal Science), Aubrey Swift
(Animal Science), Molly Terpstra (Agricul-
ture Business), Marki Owen (Agriculture
Business), Anthony Deniz (Dairy Science/
Agriculture Business).

grimbleby coleman
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COMMITTED TO
SERVING YOUR NEEDS.

The change in agriculture today is just a
glimpse of what lies ahead. It's why, more
than ever, we are committed to being the
partner you can trust, who understands
your needs and delivers value to help you
achieve your goals.

Wherever agriculture goes, we’ll be there,
alongside you, as you lead the way.
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McAuley Ford ALEC MCAULEY

250 N. El Circulo Ave. - Sales Consultant
Patterson, CA. 95363 Direct: (209) 892-3341

www.mcauleyford.com Fax: (209) 892-3205 -
From Modesto: (209) 527-0550

alecmcauley11@gmail.com
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Stop in today and check out our great selection of tasty treats just for the holidays,
including our new Candy Cane Cheesecake Almonds, and Dark Chocolate, Milk Chocolate
or Chocolate Toffee Almonds in Holiday Bags. We also have gift baskets and so much
more for everyone on your list and even those who are not' b
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signing in and complete our online credit application available at www.FarmSupply.com, you are
WWW. FarmSuppIy.com entered to win $5,000 in free fertilizer from Stanislaus Farm Supply. Contest ends on 12/31/23.
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