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See Dumping the Sticks, page 12B
Almonds, Almond Pollination and Walnuts all made the 2023,
Top 10 Commodity List in Stanislaus County
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California pears hit fresh market as can-
nery demand plummets

Packinghouses in California’s pear-growing
districts are running at full tilt as growers
box more of their fruit for the fresh market
this year and ship less to canneries. The
pivot came after one of the state’s two pear
canneries, with weakened demand and
inventory bolstered by last year’s bumper
crop, slashed its orders. Pear growers said
the Walnut Creek-based cannery asked the
farmers in the spring to undershoot their
contracted tonnage —some by as much as
45%. “They wanted as little as possible,”
said Ryan Elliot of Stillwater Orchards in
Courtland.

Growers seek guidance after ban on herbi-
cide used in vegetable fields

A trusted resource
for superior quality
nursery stock

“Whether it’s a new planting
or replacement trees, | place
my name and company brand
on every transaction. ”

Tim l;os \ S

Owner, President

ALMOND ROOTSTOCKS
« Viking » Nemaguard
« Hansen e Lovell

» Rootpak

ALMOND SELF
POLLINATING VARIETY

o Yorizane

e« Vx211
* Rx1
e Vlach

Contact Tim at (209) 847-2520
Tim@RoosTreeNursery.com | RoosTreeNursery.com

WALNUT ROOTSTOCKS
» Paradox Hybrid

Reacting to the emergency suspension of an
herbicide used to control weeds in vegeta-
ble crops, farmers and agricultural repre-
sentatives are asking for more guidance as
the sector considers effective alternatives,
disposal of existing inventory and poten-
tial liability issues. The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency acted on Aug. 6 to im-
mediately restrict the use of Dacthal, which
is used by growers as a preplant treatment
in crops including broccoli, cabbage, cauli-
flower and onions.

Agricultural officials say state is now free
of invasive fruit flies

State and federal agricultural officials have
announced that they have succeeded in
eradicating all populations of invasive
fruit flies from California. Officials say the
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state’s 2023 invasive fruit fly outbreak was
the worst ever recorded. That led to a joint
eradication effort by the California Depart-
ment of Food and Agriculture and the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service. APHIS
deployed hundreds of employees to join
forces with CDFA and the agricultural com-
missioners for trapping, fruit removal and
survey activities.

Salinas Valley research seeks answers to
new Fusarium stain affecting lettuce

Researchers say an unfolding trial may of-
fer hope that lettuce varieties can soon be
bred with resistance to a new variant of Fu-
sarium wilt, which has recently appeared

See "NEWS” on page 10

-

Ask about our
self pollinating
almond stock!

California Almond Processor

Custom Processing & Custom Payments to fit each grower
For more information please contact

Mike Staack 209.604.6884
Katie Staack 209.485.3620

1329 Hazeldean Road, Waterford CA
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2024 California tually sold out. crop statistics and overall market condi-

Walnut Industry tions, we feel confident about the upcom-
C’afiﬁa)mfa Crop Estimate “As anticipated, the upcoming 2024 crop ing crop year. We continue to focus on

Released is lower than the historic record crop of delivering quality all the way to the con-

WAI:HHTS
3@k

2023 and will deliver the high quality that ~ sumer, with enhanced handling of walnuts
(Folsom, CA) - The defines California walnuts globally,” said through the supply chain and increasing

USDA’s National Robert Verloop, Executive Director and our demand-building initiatives to drive
Agricultural Statis-  CEO of the California Walnut Board and more sales and excitement for California
tics Service (NASS) ~ Commission. “The 2024 estimated crop walnuts. We continue to work to make
released the official size, while moderate, is similar to the walnuts more relevant to consumers as
2024 California Wal- 2019 crop. In addition, due to strong sum-  a nut for every day eating occasions and
nut Industry Objective Measurement Re- mer demand, we expect the end of season  partnering with retailers, bringing visibility
port on Wednesday, September 4, 2024. The shipment report to show the carry-in vol- and excitement to walnuts with expanded
2024 California walnut production is fore- ~ ume to be substantially less than last year.  offerings of package size options, flavors,
casted at 670,000 tons (607,814 MT), down  Combined, the carry in and new 2024 crop  and more walnut products. Together as
19% from 2023’s production of 824,000 volumes are very manageable, providing an industry, we are focused on building

tons (747,520 MT). The forecast is based on  improved seller and buyer confidence and  more consumer demand while delivering
370,000 bearing acres, down 4% from 2023’s  stable markets.
estimated bearing acreage of 385,000 acres.

“As an industry, based on the favorable
The September 4th
announcement from
USDA provides the
industry with an
objective crop vol-

RossW.LEE,INC

A Professional Law Corporation

ume estimate. Using N/
scientific method- RICO, PFITZER, PIRES & ASSOCIATES
ologies, USDA field INSURANCE AGENCY, INC. Lic 0499798 Serw’n f ¢ 66 hmh 05 /aw

staff counted, mea-
sured, weighed, and
evaluated thousands
of walnuts from ma-
jor growing regions
in July and August
for use in a statisti-
cal acreage model to

"Proudly celebrating over 50 years of excellence in our industry" nee&; ofaym'ca/tam/
clients since 1992

establish the annual Bobby Rosa Lucia Farao Leroy Rocha

Walnut cro esti— (209) 856-8820 (209) 856-8846 (209) 856-8839
p brosa@rppins.com Ifarao@rppins.com Irocha@rppins.com

mate.

In addition to the

updated acreage and
crop estimate, the

CA walnut industry

is finalizing the close Jeff Wolf T oy Rosie DeLaCruz MS GW ATWOOD DESIRE

out of the 2023 Crop jvégg?t_ﬁ)risp?rﬁsczolm |ma$zf?a?&;§g)6;§§i}1§.com tgray@rppins.com rdelgccll’%)zg@sr%gi%‘;pcom Ross W. Lee

year. While final Attornev at Law
shipment and inven- Call us today for a personalized Insurance Consultation! y

tory figures Wlu.be (800) 399-7473 « (209) 854-2000 » WWW.Fppins.com 611 Thirteenth Street Modesto, CA 95354
released later this R . p. (209) 521-9190 | f. (209) 521-9192
month, preliminary ' P NATIONWIDE® =

data indicates that On Your Side | Rlee@LeemodeLaw.com

Farm Certified Agency https://leemodelaw.com

the 2023 crop is vir-




high-quality California walnuts around the
world.”
B4

About the California Walnut Board and
Commission

The California Walnut Board (CWB) and

California Walnut Commission (CWC)
represent more than 4,600 California wal-
nut growers and nearly 70 handlers, grown
in multi-generational farmers’ family or-
chards. California walnuts, known for their
excellent nutritional value and quality, are
shipped around the world all year long,

Martella’s Walnut
Huller & Dryer

Owners / Operators Aaron Martella *
Kevin Chiesa * Ron Martella

Accepting New Growers !

Full Service From Field to Buyer

Phone (209) 883-4819 Fax (209) 883-0819

New Double Line Huller for Higher Capacity
Nuts are Processed in Less than 24 Hrs From the Field

Helping You Maintain The
Highest Quality Walnuts

700 Tons of Walnut Drying
Almond Drying Also Available !
400 Tons of Bulk Almond Drying

We Can Dry 158 Bin Lots at one time
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with more than 99% of the walnuts grown
in the United States being from California.
The CWB, established in 1948, promotes us-
age of walnuts in the United States through
publicity and educational programs. The
CWRB also provides funding for walnut
production, food safety and post-harvest
research. The CWC, established in 1987, is
involved in health
research with con-
suming walnuts as
well as domestic
and export market
development activi-
ties.

To explore recipes
and learn more
about California

= walnut growers, in-
dustry information
and health research,
visit walnuts.org.

BALLICO STOCKTON

PacrFrc
- SoutHWEST IRRIGATION

SALES © RENTAL © PUMP SERVICES

209-634-5072  209-460-0450  707-678-4277  209-921-6011

pacsouthwestirr.com

DIXON HOLT CROWS LANDING

209-837-4669

0y
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FREE ADS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

As another membership service, Farm Bureau members are offered FREE classified advertising in the Stanislaus
Farm News. Ads must be 18 words or less and only one ad per month per membership (membership nhumber
required.) Ads may be MAILED to the Stanislaus Farm News, or BROUGHT to the SCFB office, 1201 L Street,
Downtown Modesto. NO PHONE-IN OR FAX free ads will be accepted. Free ads are restricted to farm machinery
or equipment or unprocessed farm products. Farm jobs wanted or offered will also be accepted. No real estate
ads and no commercial items or services will be accepted. 209-522-7278

Classified Ad's $4.40 per run.
COPY DEADLINE: MONDAY 12 NOON

RATES: Display rates on request. Terms are cash. Ads should be paid for at time
of first insertion or immediately after receipt of bill if order is placed by telephone

or mail.

ERRORS: The Stanislaus Farm News will not be liable for more than one incor-
rect insertion. Errors must be called to the attention of the Classified Advertising
Department not later than 4 p.m. on the Tuesday following publication of the ad.
Claims for adjustment must be made within 15 days. We reserve the right to reject

or revise any advertisement.

120 SPECIAL NOTICES

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS CUT
YOUR ENERGY BILLS ELIMINATE
DUST & NOISE
Lowest Prices Guaranteed! Largest Selection in the
Valley! Windows, Doors, Skylights, Soundproofing,
Licensed, Bonded & Insured.

Visit Our Showroom:

1050 Kansas Ave., Modesto
Cal Comfort Insulating Windows, Inc.
Contractors Lic. #51317 Class C17B
209-527-1310 (TFN)

300 Employment

Service Mechanic, duties include
greasing, changes air filters and oil,
etc. Pays $15/hour with a harvest
bonus. Must be willing to work
6 days a week. Opportunity for
longer employment based on job
performance and experience. Call
Jenn for more details: 209-648-7947

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

For Sale:
Heavy Duty Ripper - $2500
Contact Arby: 209-505-0555 or text: 209-
602-1400

Spring tooth with attached following harrow. 8
ft wide, 3 point hook-up asking $1000
Brush rake. Rear push. 9ft wide adjustable
spacing for 4 or 5 forks asking $1000
Text or leave VM for
209-505-1731

For Sale:
John Deere 5100ML low profile with Exact
cab
Vrisimo flail mower — 12" & 8’
PBM 500 gallon sprayer with electric valves
(never used)
Durand Wayland 500 gallon sprayer
Domries float leveler — 12

Call Joe: 209-404-3326

Trailer axle with
springs $50, has two
new fires 80" tread,
Call 209-537-9491
Great Plains no-till corn planter 8-row
model YP825A-0830
It has a john blue injection pump.

Great condition. #22,000 OBO phone
209-874-4042 or 209-765-6298

Verisimo Might Max fail mower. Model #
SC-100 asking $5000
Orchard float roller 9ft wide asking $1000
Text or leave a VM
209-505-1731

Estate Sale
Farm Equipment
Antique Automobiles
Call: 209-988-1583

3/4 inch METAL PIPE, 10 FOOT
SECTIONS, 700 PCS.
Tom (209) 402-9870 or
Bob (209) 402-9873

510 LIVESTOCK

Kenyon Organic Services
Organic Consulting Services
Crop and Livestock
Carol Kenyon
(209) 484-1097
ck.cattle23@gmail.com

Sale Alfalfa. Best price, great
quality. Bigger Bales especially
suited to horses. Cook Valley
Angus Ranches Modesto 209 996
7365 & Available May- Oct

800 For Rent

House for Rent
$1500.00 & Deposit $1700
2 bedroom, 1 bathroom, Large
kitchen & livingroom, Sinhle car

garage, Riverbank

6819286

Dairy for Rent
Permitted for 614 Cows
With Flush and Freestalls
400 head open heifer facility
Turlock, Ca
Call 209-678-2632

1000 SERVICES

Electrical and
Refrigeration Service
No job to small. Troubleshooting,
upgrades on home, ranch, dairy, and
commercial buildings.
209-648-7748

Martin Reyes

Land leveling, Discing Chiseling
Lice.#954989
(209) 605-4079

Noeller Farm
farm & ranch management
Almond, Peaches, Walnuts
custom Almond & Walnuts
(209) 883-2417 or
(209) 606-2084

Need help with your Farm
Labor?
Call Lencioni Farm Services
209-537-2186

Selling Wheat hay,
$7/bale

Discount for large quantities
In the Modesto & Denair area
Call Sheldon if interested,
209-669-6104,

Leave Message

Brush Piles & Stumps
Hauled Away

Davis Agriculture
209-670-5278

1000 SERVICES

PROAG Commercial
Ag. Spraying
Orchard, vineyard $ herbicide applica-
tions
209-613-6355 Pat, 209-678-8072
Matt, 209-613-3227 Justin
Visit proag.webs.com

RON MARTELLA
Custom Nut Harvesting
SHAKING, SWEEPING

AND HARVESTING
883-4819 or 883-0690

Woodbridge Spraying
Field Spraying
Orchard Spraying
Backhoe

380-0727 (TFN)

We haul Rock, Sand, Gravel,
Demolition Clean Up & Removal,
Tree Holes, Irrigation Lines & More.
Lic. # 884701
Home-(209) 848-0538
Cell (209) 525-7715 (1Fn)

Wilson Portable Welding
Structural « Fabrication * General
Repair
« Dairy Repair » Ag Repair
*Mobile - 765-3596
* Shop — 524-3016 (TFN)

Hampton Ranch, CA
Almond, walnut, kiwi grower
Almond Firewood
150-20 Ib. trays of kiwi fruit
$25/tray = $1.20/pound
No minimum required,
Delivery available
(209) 648-3249 or (209) 874-4894

Premier California Properties
Agl/Investment Properties
Marcus Haney
Realtor #01917446
Contact me at 209/605-6727
www.premiercaproperties.com

Orchard & wild land tree
piles. Smokeless
conversion to biochar on
site. Davis Agriculture
(209) 670-5278

1100 MISCELLANEOUS

METAL BUILDINGS
Provided & installed, interior upgrades
available, fully engineered, references
available.
Active Industrial Contracting
Michael Frost - 613-3548.
Lic. #735904 (TFN)

LOW COST HOUSING Largest Inventory
in Valley of Preowned Mobile Homes. Ap-
prox. 100 to choose from. Priced to fit your
Budget. Transportation Available. DLR.
209-632-0854.

Wanted:

Cash paid for OLD Barn and
Shop items; vintage tools,
unwanted junk, old bottles &
oil cans
209-774-6582

For Sale
‘67 2T Chevy Truck w/16’ Bed, 21’ Trailer
$12,000
‘60s Yale 5k Forklift $6,000
Bin Trailers $1,500/ea
Contact: 209-988-0700

ROOFING  FENCING  PLYWOOD  SIDING

Let's Build Together
Since 1953

Denair Location: (209) 632-2494
Riverbank Location: (209) 869-4424

www.DenairLumberCo.com

HARDWARE ¢ INSULATION « WINDOWS « 0.5.B.

FRED NETO & SONS
(209) 669-FRED
Fax (209) 669-0545

Netos,,,

Commitment to Excellence
Specializing in: o

B.B.Q Steaks - Ribs
Pork - Chicken
Seasoned Meats
Fred’s Portuguese Beans
Party Platters

Deli Spreads ALL OCCASIONS / FREE ESTIMATES
1318 N. Golden State Boulevard, Turlock, CA

RSN

VAN DE POL

1947 - 2022

¥ VAN DE POL

FUELS & LUBRICANTS

Celebrating 75 years of serving the
San Joaquin Valley!

We're your strategic partner - delivering
great service with roots in the local community.

Performance delivered.
Fuels | Lubricants | Renewable Diesel

Industrial Fluids | Diesel Exhaust Fluid
209.667.0236 | vandepol.us
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Chiesa Ranch, Inc.
Vito Chiesa

Farm Management ¢ Walnut Hulling and Drying
Custom - Shaking ¢ Harvesting

(209) 883-2916 * Mobile (209) 531-5235
Fax (209) 883-9480
8607 John Fox Road * Hughson, CA 95326

FLORY
R T — & RuMBLE
A - B ‘_‘:f‘

5 Y ORCHARD SERVICES

Topping {3 Hedging

(Fall 2021: Hedging Down to 2’)

Skirting

860 PTO Harvester ST14 Shuttle Truk Dual Mechanical

For the finest in Agriculture Equipment and Metal Fabrication Brush StaCking
See all our products at goflory.com

209-545-1167 Salida, CA Almond/Walnut

RAYCO INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY Conditioning
Locally Owued and Operated Since 1969 Orchard

Management
Air Compressors Sales and Service

“sed Tnol and Maﬂllillel‘v nealer California Contractors License 708487 . .
Steam and High Pressure Cleaners ‘ Phil Rumble:
Metal Working Tools and Machinery (209) 996-1517
Power Tools, Wood Working Tools and Machinery Matt Rumble:
Hand Tools, Abrasives, Saw Blades and Safety Supplies '
Automotive Tools and Equipment, Shop Heaters and Coolers ! (209) 996-8161

R e
The Largest Selection of Heavy Duty Shop Tools and Machinery In Northern California

Modesto (209) 529-8984 Turlock (209) 632-2315

512 RIVER ROAD 712 LANDER AVENUE
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WHOLESALE TIRES & WHEELS
Commercial/Passenger/4x4/SUV

Semi Truck / Farm & Dairy

Open 6 Days a Week—Monday-Saturday

¢OLRE

DHILLON
Tel (209) 668-1074
Cell (209) 277-3546

1030 W. Main St.

Turlock, CA 95380
Corner of W. Main St. & Davis

Company Inc.

Walnut Grower, Huller and Processor
Serving the West Side with Quality and Integrity
Thanks to Our Growers for Your Continued Support

Contact Kirk Jensen for Information
16801 Highway 33
Patterson, CA 95363
209/892-3458 « 209/892-5036 FAX

kirk@pattersonnut.com

Navigating the 2024 Almond Harvest with
Donny Hicks

As the 2024 almond harvest comes to an end, growers are reflecting
on the season's challenges and opportunities. In a recent conversa-
tion on the Almond Alert podcast, Donny Hicks, Grower Relations
for RPAC, LLC,, shared his insights on the season, including the
progress of the harvest, technological advancements, and strategies
that ensured a high-quality yield.

Harvest Outcomes and Challenges

The 2024 harvest started strong, with growers in the South San
Joaquin Valley shaking trees early in the season. As the harvest
moved north to the Sacramento Valley, growers faced various chal-
lenges, particularly intense heatwaves that caused temporary stress
to the trees. Despite these hurdles, the harvest progressed smoothly
and stayed on track overall.

One of the critical concerns this season was pest management.
While the threat of navel orangeworm was lower than expected, the
presence of the Carpophilus beetle in some orchards was a concern.
Hicks emphasized that early intervention and vigilant monitoring
helped many growers prevent significant damage and maintain the
quality of their crops.

Quality Control and Technological Innovations

Quality control played a crucial role in this year’s harvest success.
Hicks highlighted how proper sanitation practices, especially in
older orchards, helped reduce reject rates. Many growers also bene-
fited from the use of conditioners, which removed foreign materials
and ensured that only the highest-quality nuts reached processors.

Technological advancements in irrigation management were also
pivotal. Hicks discussed how neutron moisture sensors and auto-
mated irrigation systems optimized water use, particularly during
the critical hull split phase. Given this year’s extreme heat, effective
water management was essential to maintaining tree health and
achieving optimal yield.

Looking Ahead: Preparing for 2025
With the 2024 harvest behind us, growers are already planning for
the next crop season. Hicks suggests focusing on post-harvest activ-

wosBe Aware

MODESTO IRRIGATION DISTRICT © 2007

p:#rer'hnnd elecfriic
stuff where you play.
= o |

Sorry BeAware Bear.
we'll play in safe
places from
now on.

LOOK! See those
power lines?
It's not safe to
fly a kite here.

THINK!
BeAware of

—_—

KIDS- PLAT IT SAFE
STAY AWAY FROM
POWER LINES AND

ANYTHING ELECTRIC.

REMEMBER to STOF, THINK, LOOK!
LMD

BeAware - The Power is there!




ities such as pruning, nitrogen and potash application, and cover
cropping to improve soil health and maximize yield potential for
2025. Additionally, with the increasing importance of pollinators
in the almond industry, establishing pollinator habitats will be
key to supporting future crops.

The almond market has shown some positive developments,
with prices beginning to rebound after a challenging few years.
Although the 2024 crop was substantial, the manageable car-
ryover from last year and improved market conditions provide
hope for better times ahead.

You can catch the full interview with Donny Hicks on all major
podcast platforms or by visiting almondalliance.org/almond-
alert-podcast. Stay informed on the latest almond industry up-
dates by tuning into Almond Alert, the Almond Alliance’s bi-
monthly podcast.
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HARVESTER PICKUP BELTS

: J COIT AND HEWES, LLC

719 E Grayson Rd
Modesto, CA

SWEEPER PADDLES

PREMIUM QUALITY HARVEST SUPPLIES

209 531 9891

M-F 8-4PM

Replacement Parts for
WEISS, FLORY, OMC,
ORCHARD RITE, COE

SWEEPER BEARINGS

SHAKER PAD OVAL AND ROUND

SHAKER SLING PADS

PB

-Sprayers-
PBM Supply & Manufactu

-Tanks-

~N

PBM Supply & MFG, INC.

Quality Agricultural Spray Equipment, Parts and Supplies
www.pbmsprayers.com www.pbmtanksupply.com

-Parts & Accessories-

-Liquid Delivery Trailers-

ring is a local agricultural manufacturing company

A

ALERT

ALMOND

The Almond Alliance is the leading authority in state and national pol-
icy, championing American almond farmers, industry, and community
for the continued global growth, innovation, and success of American
almonds and agriculture.

Established in 1980, the Almond Alliance is a non-profit trade associa-
tion with a local and international network of almond processors, hull-
ers/shellers, growers, and allied businesses.

The Alliance is dedicated to providing resources and solutions for our
members, ensuring industry success and growth opportunities.

UTV Sprayers

that specializes in the design and construction of sprayers, tank trailers,
and chemical handling equipment. Give us a call to find a dealer near you.

Parts, Accessories, Repair Kits & More

]éegeﬁ 2 PENTAIR

RAVEN

7 NORWESCO "7

Fowler Store
877-688-1334
3732 S. Golden
State Blvd.
Fowler, CA 93625
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From "NEWS"” on page 3

in farm fields in the Central Coast region. At a field belonging to
vegetable producer D’Arrigo California, a study team is evaluating
lettuce resistance to a new strain of Fusarium. Largely resulting
from soil-borne pathogens, Fusarium wilt can cause lettuce plants
to stunt and fail to form heads or result in seedlings wilting and

dying. Lettuce plants suffering from water stress are most vulner-
able.

Avian flu cases put three California dairies under quarantine

Three Central Valley dairy herds remain under quarantine after
cows in the herds tested positive for highly pathogenic avian influ-
enza. The positive findings, which the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture confirmed on Aug. 30, mark the first time highly patho-
genic avian influenza, or HPAI, has been detected in California
dairy cows. Since March 25, 13 other states have detected HPAI in
dairy cows, with a total 197 confirmed cases as of Sept. 9. The sick
cows have been isolated, CDFA said, and healthy cows have been
cleared to continue shipping milk.

As prices drop, almond growers diversify to other crops

As almond prices have dropped, growers say they are focused on
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their bottom lines, looking for ways to diversify their crop portfo-
lios and identify other income to shore up narrowing profit mar-
gins. Fresno County farmer Matt Efird, who grows almonds, pista-
chios, walnuts, canning peaches and feed crops, said, “If a grower
can have a diversified portfolio, that’s the way to go because you
can hopefully cover the lows with income from other crops.” The
average almond price per pound has fallen from $2.45 in 2019 to
$1.40 last year.

Biotech wheat variety gets USDA approval for cultivation

A transgenic wheat variety with increased drought tolerance and
resistance to the herbicide glufosinate has been given the green
light for cultivation by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. In its
review of HB4 wheat, the USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspec-

MIKE HEINRICH

209.312.4011 | MHeinrich@boyett.net
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tion Service last month determined the wheat “is unlikely to pose
an increased plant pest risk” compared to similar wheat plants.
Completion of the regulatory review paves the way for HB4 wheat
to be grown for food and feed, though other steps are needed be-
fore the product can be brought to market.

YOUR
FUTURE

House panel hears concerns over water supplies for agriculture

California’s role in U.S. food security took center stage last week

at a hearing in the Central Valley, where lawmakers and industry
experts discussed impacts of environmental regulations on agricul-
tural water needs. Jason Phillips, CEO of the Friant Water Author-
ity, said regulatory decisions and legislative inaction have forced
the state away from water abundance. “These decisions have been
taking water away from farms and communities,” Phillips testified
at a Santa Nella hearing of the House Natural Resources Subcom-
mittee on Water, Wildlife and Fisheries.

MAKE LONG-LASTING MEMORIES
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The change in agriculture today is just a
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Worldwide Marketer of Califarnia s Finest Walnuts

JOHN MUNDT
Alpine Pacific Nut Co., Inc.

6413 E. Keyes Road Phone: 209.667.8688
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almonds DRIVING DEMAND FOR CALIFORNIA ALMONDS

of Califor

Strategic Priorities

The No. 1 strategic priority of the Almond Board of California is building
long-term worldwide demand for California almonds. More than 80% of » Drive Global Demand
the Almond Board’s funding goes to driving global demand. The current - Support a Favorable Trade and Regulatory
market portfolio consists of the following 10 markets. Environment

« Maximize Industry Efficiency
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The Heart of All ABC Marketing

# Almonds are a clear leader among nuts for their numerous health
benefits. This strong “health halo” is based on 30-plus years of the
Almond Board-funded nutrition research. Communicating these
* health benefits is at the heart of our marketing. The Nutrition

| Research Committee is now investing in new health areas like skin,
., gut, exercise, immunity, and mental health, aiming to further boost
# ' almond consumption.

Scan the QR
code to learn
more about
how ABC

drives demand
for California
almonds:
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Beat the Heat: Staying Compliant Indoors and
Out During Late-Season Heat Waves

As September heat waves continue to hit California, nut processors
must remain vigilant in adhering to the state’s newly implemented
indoor and existing outdoor heat regulations. These laws, aimed at
protecting workers from heat-related illnesses, are now in full ef-
tfect. Whether your employees are working indoors in non-air-con-
ditioned facilities or outside in the fields, maintaining compliance
and safeguarding your workforce is essential to keeping opera-
tions running smoothly during these high-temperature periods.

New Indoor Heat Regulations: What You Need to Do Now

The California Division of Occupational Safety and Health in-
troduced new indoor heat regulations this summer, mandating
compliance for all indoor work environments where temperatures
exceed 82°F. For nut processors, this means paying close attention
to non-air-conditioned areas such as processing plants, storage
sheds, and warehouses, where indoor temperatures can easily rise
above the threshold.

Key Indoor Heat Regulation Requirements

¢ Written Plan and Training: Employers must have a written plan
for heat as part of their IIPP, and all employees must receive train-

ing on heat illness prevention. Per regulation, at least one employ-
ee per 20 employees must be trained in CPR/First Aid and sched-
ules should account for this.

¢ Provision of Cool Drinking Water: Employees must have access
to cool drinking water throughout their shifts to prevent dehydra-
tion and heat-related illnesses.

* Cooldown Areas: You must designate specific areas where em-
ployees can cool down. This space must be kept at least 82°F and
shielded from other high-radiant heat sources.

* Cooldown Breaks: Employees are entitled to cooldown breaks
when needed, and supervisors must monitor these breaks to en-
sure safety.

* Record-Keeping: Employers must keep detailed records of tem-
perature and heat index readings.

* Heat Index Monitoring: Monitoring the heat index, which in-
cludes temperature and humidity, is critical. Invest in reliable tools
such as the ThermoPro TP62 or the Taylor Precision 5154 to accu-
rately measure indoor conditions.

Workplaces where employees wear heavy or restrictive safety
gear, such as protective clothing, must adjust their cooling strate-
gies as these garments increase heat retention and can lower the
threshold at which heat illness becomes a concern.
Special Considerations for Storage Sheds

See "HEAT"” on page 19
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Power up. It's Harvest Time.

The 2850 is a Low Profile Self-Propelled Sweeper.
Powered by a John Deere 4045-T, Tier 4F, 74 HP engine,
with NO DEF FLUID required. The ground drive

features two-speed piston motors with
double-reduction gear boxes powered by a high
efficiency hydraulic system. With a cab height of only
54 inches, the 2850 is a powerful unit that is 12 inches
lower than the standard height air cab sweeper,
includes an ergonomic seat, and fully illuminated dash
panel switches. The 2850 standard equipment includes
rear view camera, large windows for improved visibility,
and full heating and air conditioning in a dust-free,
pressurized cab. Finally, the cabin has a full gauge
display with tachometer, engine temperature, and oil
pressure, along with an easy-to-read electronic fuel
level display.

Auger Heads

Tine Bar Heads

Engine

Drive System
Steering

Air Cleaner
Fuel Capacity

Tire Size

Standard

Overall Height

Top Speed

Options

6'6",7,8,10,171

4Bar-6'6",7'6", 8'6"
SBaI' . 6'6", 7’6", 8'6", 9,6"

John Deere Tier 4 Final,
Model 4045TFCO03
451,74 HP

Hydrostatic

Hydraulic

Two Stage, Heavy Duty
26 Gallons

Drive Tire: 29 x 12.5x 15
Steering Tire: 26 x 12x 12

LED Light Package,
Backup Camera,
Climate Control System

54"
13 mph

Traction Valve
3WD
Power V

Your Area’s Largest Weiss McNair Dealer! 321 Spreckels Ave. Manteca, CA 95336 www.jmequipment.com
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We Specialize in Almonds.

For 40 years Fisher Nut Company has been a trusted buyer,
processor and supplier of California almonds. We are the convenient
and worry-free marketing arm for your farming operation.

/ We have established secure and diversified international markets.

7/ Continued capital improvements enable us to supply quality and ‘
volume while maintaining low overhead. i
J Efficiency at all levels allows for competitive grower returns and %
rapid cash flow to our growers. ' i
s
v' We maintain open communications with growers providing support.

services and access to all levels of the organization.

Perfection in quality and service i : ¢

Should you have any questions or need
further information about our grower service
please do not hesitate to call us.

Martin Dempewolf, Buying Representative
Cell (209) 604-9701
Email mdempewolf@fishernut.com

Kevin Weber, Buying Representative
Cell (209) 605-1737
Email kweber@fishernut.com

Brian Hanson
Cell (661) 703-8300

bhanson@ﬁshernut.cox\l
. Y.

137 North Hart Road ¢ Modesto, California 95358 « Phone 209.527.0108

FAX 209.527.8616 * www.FisherNut.com ¢ e-mail: Info@FisherNut.com
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From "HEAT"” on page 14

Even though storage sheds are generally
exempt from indoor heat regulations, com-
pliance measures are triggered if an em-
ployee enters a shed where temperatures
exceed 95°F, even briefly. This is especially
relevant during late-summer heat waves,
where high temperatures can persist well
into the evening.

Outdoor Heat Regulations: Protecting
Field Workers

For those working outside in the
fields, California’s outdoor heat
regulations remain in effect and
are necessary during ongoing heat
waves. Supervisors must ensure
that workers have access to shade,
cold water and regular cooldown

These include increased monitoring of
workers for signs of heat illness, ensur-

ing workers take more frequent breaks,
encouraging the buddy system to check in
on each other, and maintaining effective
communication with supervisors. Addition-
ally, employers should provide training on
recognizing the symptoms of heat illness
and how to respond in case of emergen-
cies. Workers should be reminded to drink
water frequently and take advantage of the
shade and rest periods.

ThermdéPro

FEMRTESERA
LS

breaks to prevent heat stress and
illness.

Key Outdoor Heat Regulation Re-
quirements

* Shade Access: When tempera-
tures are greater than 80°F shade

Therm4Pro

( CHAMREL ) ( *R'C :, |: MANININ ]
SYHE o= | ez ) "™\ e
—

must be available. workers must

be provided with shade upon re-

quest. Once temperatures reach 95°F, shade
must be available at all times, and work-
ers should be encouraged to take regular
breaks in these shaded areas.

* Water Availability: Employers are re-
quired to provide enough fresh, cool drink-
ing water to workers at all times. Water
should be readily accessible, and employ-
ees should be encouraged to drink water
regularly —typically at least one quart per
hour—to prevent dehydration and reduce
the risk of heat stress.

* Cool-Down Rest Periods: Workers must
be allowed to take cool-down rest periods
in a shaded area to help prevent overheat-
ing. These rest periods should last long
enough for the worker’s body to recover
from the heat and should be provided
whenever workers feel the need to cool
down.

* High-Heat Procedures: When tempera-
tures reach or exceed 95°F, specific high-
heat procedures must be implemented.

Cal/OSHA has increased inspections,
particularly focusing on heat illness com-
pliance. Frontline supervisors are often
interviewed to ensure they understand
the regulations and are properly enforcing
them in the field.

What You Should Do to Stay Compliant
and Keep Workers Safe

To remain compliant with California’s heat
regulations and ensure the safety of your
workforce, here are key steps you should
take:

1. Ensure Compliance with Training and
Monitoring: Confirm that all employees
have received up-to-date training on heat
illness prevention and that your supervi-
sors are fully aware of their responsibilities.
Regularly check that heat index monitoring
tools are functioning properly and that you
are keeping accurate records of tempera-
ture readings.
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2. Strengthen Supervisor Knowledge:
Supervisors are your first line of defense
in preventing heat-related illnesses. Make
sure they are equipped to handle Cal/
OSHA inspections and are fully trained on
when and how to implement shade and
cooldown breaks, especially for outdoor
workers.
3. Keep an Eye on High-Risk Areas: Stor-
age sheds, processing plants, and any areas
with poor ventilation or restrictive safety
gear are particularly vulnerable to high
temperatures. Ensure you have protocols
in place to address these specific areas.
4. Stay Informed and Proactive: As regula-
tions evolve and inspections increase, stay
informed by visiting Cal/OSHA’s Heat Ill-
ness Prevention Resources and following
AgSafe updates. By staying proactive, you
can prevent violations and protect your
workers.

Why Compliance Matters: Protecting
Your Workers and Your Business

Compliance with California’s heat regula-
tions isn’t just a legal requirement —it’s
critical to the safety and well-being of your
workforce. Heat-related illnesses can lead
to severe health issues, reduced produc-
tivity, and increased operational risks. By
ensuring that your workers have access
to cooling area, water, shade, and regular
breaks, you are safeguarding both their
health and the success of your operation.
As heat waves continue to impact the agri-
cultural community, we must remain vigi-
lant in adhering to both indoor and outdoor
heat regulations. AgSafe is here to provide
guidance and resources to help you main-
tain compliance and protect your workers
during these challenging conditions.
If you should have specific questions about
indoor or outdoor heat illness prevention,
please contact the AgSafe team at 209-526-
4400 or email safeinfo@agsafe.org.

AgSafe is a 501c3 nonprofit that provides
training, education, outreach, and tools in
safety, labor relations, and human resources
for the food and farming industries. Since
1991, AgSafe has educated over 100,000 em-
ployers, supervisors, and workers about these
critical issues.
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From the Fields - Paul Vermeulen

By: Paul Vermeulen, Stanislaus County
almond grower and huller

Almond harvest is 10 to 15 days earlier
than last year. We're about a quarter of the
way through harvest, which will probably
be over the first week of October. There
has been some movement in the price in
the upward direction. I know all almond
farmers are hoping it continues in that
trajectory.

The crop is lighter than people had
hoped, but not lighter than they had
expected. I'm seeing great quality in
well-maintained fields and some navel
orangeworm in some older fields. But
overall, the crop is a lot better quality
than last year in the early almonds.

Last year was a difficult year for (or-
chard) sanitation because the rain started
at the end of December and didn’t stop
until mid- to late March. The (lower)
worm pressure (this year) is probably
due to increased attention to sanitation
but also better timing and weather that
doesn’t lend itself to growing navel or-
angeworm.

The dust mite pressure this year has been
the worst I've seen since I was a kid. It is
everywhere. Even people that sprayed
the expensive materials are having lots of
mite pressure. I haven’t talked to anyone
that seems to know why, but that’s some-

thing that everyone is battling. That defi-
nitely increases costs because mite sprays
are quite expensive.

In shelling, the demand and market-
ability for hulls significantly de-

"% That's led a lot of
% shellers to increase

¥ W prices in a year when
K ; increased prices are
x“,

| not welcome for most
almond growers.

B At this time last year,
almond hulls were
worth about $150 a
ton. Today’s price is
about $48 a ton. All
almond hullers use
the income that they
sell the hulls for to
offset the cost of the
operation. Hullers have lost about three-
quarters to two-thirds of their income from
the hulls, so they’ve had to increase prices
to the growers.

creased. The price of hulls dropped
along with most feed commodities.
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Specializing in Agriculture Buildings

Oakdale Lic #772692 "
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-State of the Art Equipment
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209-628-1008 209-356-0210
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Preliminary Injunction

WATERFORD Against DOL Rule AI_IOV\_Iing

e )IRRIG ATION H-2A Workers to Unionize

IRRIGATION SUPPLY & DESIGN  LIC# 1004196 Source: Brian German
12500 Bentley St o Waterford, CA 95386 » 209-874-1386 | Ag News Director / AgNet West

A federal court in Georgia has tem-
porarily blocked the Department of
Labor (DOL) from enforcing a new
regulation that would allow H-2A
visa farmworkers to unionize. The
preliminary injunction, requested
by the Southeastern Legal Founda-
tion on behalf of various agricultural
organizations and 17 states, halts the
DOL'’s rule, which was set to take
effect.

The National Council of Agricul-
tural Employers (NCAE) praised the
decision, arguing that the DOL had
' ' ' | overstepped its authority by attempt-
\%ﬂmg 4 R / ing to create rights that Congress has
THE VALUE OF Q7 , : : s | not legislated. NCAE President Mi-
COMMUNITY OWNED € W 0000 Al 0 VEREPe chael Marsh stated that the ruling is

o [ e : a victory for farmers who are already
Operating with local control fosters — T N Atwate : 3 Jq ] struggling to compete in a challeng-
acco_untability, pride! and a commitment to ' - | VORISR ZIOE : - ing market.
making the best decisions for our customers. s * :

WATER & POWER

The court’s decision
applies only to the
17 states involved in
the lawsuit. NCAE
said it will continue
to monitor the situa-
tion and may pursue
turther legal action
if necessary to pro-
tect the interests of
U.S. farm and ranch
families.

ROXOR

PARTS | SERVICE | SALES | LEASING | RENTALS | USED EQUIPMENT | NEW EQUIPMENT

ALSO HANDLES

e AGCO HESSTON HAY EQUIPMENT e SCHMEISER TILLAGE/ORCHARD EQUIPMENT

¢ COMPACT TRACTOR RENTALS ¢ JAYLOR FEEDING EQUIPMENT

¢ PEERLESS DRYING EQUIPMENT e PARTS & SERVICES ON MOST BRANDS OF EQUIPMENT
¢ DONALDSON FILTER

321 Spreckels Ave. Manteca, CA 95336 e (209) 522-3271 e Highway 33 Patterson, CA 95363




B california VOTER GUIDE 2024

¢, Farm Bureau.

2024 General Election - Tuesday, November 5

The California Farm Bureau Federation Board of Directors adopted the following recommendations on statewide ballot measures that will be before
California voters in the Nov. 5 general election.

PROPOSITION ‘ POSITION

PROPOSITION 2: Issue $10 Billion in Bonds to Fund Construction and OPPOSE

Modernization of Public Education Facilities

New construction and modernization of education institutions will cost $8.5 billion for REASONING: California is already paying off billions

K-12 and $1.5 billion for community colleges. in bond debt, all at a cost to the general fund to service
the debt payments.

PROPOSITION 3: Removes Outdated Language Regarding Marriage from NO POSITION

State Constitution

Repeals the unenforceable constitutional provision that marriage only between a man and REASONING: CAFB does not have policy on this topic.

woman is valid or recognized in California.

PROPOSITION 4: The Safe Drinking Water, Wildfire Prevention, Drought OPPOSE

Preparedness, and Clean Air Bond Act

Allows for the issuance of $10 billion in bonds to fund safe drinking water; drought, flood, REASONING: Shifting government program costs from
water resilience; wildfire and forest resilience; nature-based climate solutions; climate-smart, general tax revenues to additional public indebtedness
park creation and outdoor access; and clean air programs among other programs. Allows for through bond issuance to mitigate budget shortfalls is
funding to be shifted from the state budget to bonds for ongoing programs. bad fiscal policy.

PROPOSITION 5: Lower Supermajority Requirement to 55% for Local Bond OPPOSE

Measures to Fund Housing and Public Infrastructure

Amends the constitution to lower the threshold from 2/3 vote to 55% to allow a local REASONING: The 2/3 vote for taxes and fees is
government to impose a parcel tax for the purpose of issuing bonds to build or rehabilitate paramount and should not be weakened.

public infrastructure and affordable housing, including downpayment assistance, or
permanent supportive housing.

PROPOSITION 6: Amend the California Constitution to Bar Involuntary NO POSITION
Servitude in Correctional Facilities

Removes a constitutional provision allowing jails and prisons to impose involuntary servitude REASONING: CAFB does not have policy on this topic.
as criminal punishment. It prohibits the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation from
disciplining inmates for refusing work assignments while allowing inmates to voluntarily
accept work assignments for credits to reduce their sentences.

PROPOSITION 32: $18 Minimum Wage Increase OPPOSE

Increases the minimum wage from $16 per hour to $18 per hour by January 1, 2025. REASONING: California is already a difficult and
costly state to do business in without an increasing
minimum wage.

PROPOSITION 33: State Limitations on Local Rent Control OPPOSE

Allows a city or county to enact rent control by repealing the Costa-Hawkins Rental Housing REASONING: Private property rights are paramount.
Act of 1995.

PROPOSITION 34: Restrictions on AIDS Healthcare Foundation Support NO POSITION

Ensures that health care providers spend 98% of revenues on direct patient care if their REASONING: CAFB does not have policy on this topic.

spending on items other than patient care exceeds $100 million over 10 years.

PROPOSITION 35: Permanent Managed Care Organization (MCO) Tax NO POSITION

Makes permanent the existing tax on managed health care insurance plans, currently set to REASONING: CAFB does not have policy on this topic.
expire in 2026. The revenue generated pays for health care services for low-income families
with children, seniors, disabled persons and other Medi-Cal recipients.

PROPOSITION 36: Drug and Theft Crime Penalties and Treatment-Mandated Felonies SUPPORT
Allows for felony charges and increases sentences for certain drug and theft crimes, REASONING: Law enforcement should have all the
including organized theft. tools necessary to prevent crime from occurring.

www.cfbf.com/ag-advocacy/farm-team
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Austin Stephenson is the first
Grace Davis student to attend
the National FFA Convention
for a Proficiency Competition in
over 50 years!

Austin Stephenson has dedicated countless
hours to working on his application for na-
tional proficiency in agricultural processing
over the past several months. While work-
ing alongside Grace Davis's Ag teacher
Mrs. Abraham, Austin crafted a twenty-
five-page application to the National FFA
for agricultural proficiency.

His proficiency is based on meat process-
ing, which he learned while working at
California Halal Meats & Farmer’s Fresh
Direct. He has worked at California Halal
Meats & Farmer’s Fresh Direct for over
five years and logged over 2000 hours and
$40,000 into his AET. His hard work paid
off earlier this year when he was made the
2024 California Agriculture Processing
State Winner in March.

However, the journey

accomplishments even more impressive.

If Austin is chosen as this year's national
winner it would make him the fifth person
from Modesto to win a National Proficiency
Award.

Austin graduated from Grace Davis High
School in 2024. He graduated as an Agri-
Science Pathway Completer and a 4-year
Ag Completer. He had attended Davis

for 4 years where he was extremely active
and successful in the FFA program. Some
of his high-school FFA accomplishments
include 6th Place Novice Showmanship,
and 1st Place Market Broilers Weight Class
2 back in 2022, and this July he won First
Place Intermediate Showmanship and 1st
Place Market Broilers Weight Class 6 at the
Stanislaus County Fair. His FFA journey
didn't just include

events including GLC (Greenhand Leader-
ship Conference), ALA/MFE (Advanced
Leadership Academy/Made For Excel-
lence), Stanislaus-Tuolumne Section FFA
Officer Election, and the California State
FFA Convention in both 2022 and 2024.

However, FFA wasn’t even the beginning of
his agricultural career. Austin comes from
a long line of family ranchers and because
of that, he was raised with the love of
agriculture and its proceedings. Austin has
achieved everything to be accomplished in
FFA as a student. He obtained his Green-
hand Degree in 2020, his Chapter in 2021,
and his State degree in 2023. He obtained
all FFA degrees during high school, such as
the Greenhand and chapter degree. He also
achieved the goal of earning his Golden

raising and show-
ing animals. Austin
attended multi-
tudes of high-level
leadership FFA

continued with this
state-level achieve-
ment. Winning first
place in California only
put him in the run-
ning to be chosen for
Nationals; he had to
compete against thirty-
two other first-place
State Agriculture Pro-
cessing Winners. After
a rigorous selection
process, Austin was
handpicked as one of
four National Finalists
in the country, a testa-
ment to his hard work
and determination.

Austin Stephenson is
the first Grace Davis
student to attend the

MID keeps water working for you
« Dependable water supply
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« Promoting efficient water usage

« Sustainable use of the
Tuolumne River
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California state FFA degree in 2023. Austin
is also planning on going to the 98th Na-
tional Convention again in 2025 to get the
highest degree obtainable in the FFA, the
American Degree, which is only awarded
to less than 5% of all FFA members.

Scheduled for an important virtual inter-
view on September 24th at 11 am, Austin is
awaiting his virtual meeting with a panel
of industry professionals and agriculture
educators across the United States. This in-
terview is the deciding factor as to whether
he will be recognized as the 2024 National
Agricultural Processing Proficiency Win-
ner. Austin will be traveling to Indianapolis
to attend the 97th National FFA Conven-
tion in October, where he will have the
chance to connect with fellow finalists and

industry leaders
while awaiting the
announcement of
the national win-
ner. You can watch
the live stream of
the 97th National
FFA convention on
Thursday, October
24,2024, to see if
Austin Stephenson,
Modesto-born and
Grace Davis High
School alumni, will
be named the 2024
National Agricul-
tural Proficiency
winner.
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Prime Time Returns for California
Almonds

The Almond Board of California (ABC) is
bringing back its “Own Your Prime” cam-
paign for a second season, once again team-
ing up with NFL legend and college football
coach, Deion “Prime Time” Sanders. Follow-
ing a highly successful first year, the cam-
paign will continue to highlight the health
benefits of almonds, backed by Sanders'
dynamic personality and dedication to peak
performance at any age.

Building on Success: Why Prime Time is Back
The initial run of the "Own
Your Prime" campaign
exceeded all expectations,
drawing attention not only
from almond industry insid-
ers but also from the broader
public. Deion Sanders, with
his energetic and charismat-
ic personality, was the per-
fect fit to lead a campaign
centered around staying in
top physical condition, no
matter your age.

FARMS

Tour & Secial

LEARN ABOUT R.A.M FARMS PUMPKIN
PATCH AND CORN MAZE AND ENJOY
TIME WITH OTHER YF&R MEMBERS!

6:00PM - 8:00PM

716 N Daubenberger Rd, Turlock

STANISLAUS COUNTY FARM BUREAU

YOUNG
FARMERS &
RANCHERS

Laura Morin, ABC's director of global market
development for North America and China,
emphasized how thrilled they are to renew
the partnership. “We're excited to have Coach
Prime back for another year. His energy and
genuine love for almonds were key reasons
why last year’s campaign was such a success.
He brought professionalism and enthusiasm
that truly elevated our message.”

A Strategic Media Blitz
This year’s campaign won’t simply ride on
last year’'s momentum —it’s expanding its
reach and impact. ABC has crafted a strategic
media blitz designed
[ to bring the message
| to a wider and more

diverse audience.
Alongside health-
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&

MODESTO MERCED
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conscious consumers, the campaign will also
target sports enthusiasts.

Morin explained that the “Own Your Prime”
message will appear in a variety of prominent
media outlets, from Sports Illustrated and GQ
to lifestyle publications like People Magazine.
"We've already done one major media ses-
sion with these publications. The coverage we
expect will be phenomenal, helping us reach
everyone from hardcore sports fans to indi-
viduals interested in health and wellness."

This strategic media presence aims to show-
case almonds as more than just a nutritious
snack —they’re essential for anyone pursuing
peak performance in life, whether that’s on
the field or in daily life.

New Content, Same Prime Energy

One of the highlights of last year’s success

LOCAL AGRICULTURE
FINANCING

yosemitefarmcredit.com ) @ @

DAIRY LOANS = ORCHARD DEVELOPMENT « LAND PURCHASES « CROP LOANS « EQUIPMENT LOANS



was the compelling content featuring Sand-
ers, and this year will be no different. ABC
has worked hard to ensure the new season of
“Own Your Prime” keeps the energy high and
the message fresh.

Morin shared that they dedicated an entire
day to filming new digital and social media
content, ensuring they have plenty of mate-
rial to work with. “We filmed with Deion for
a full eight hours, shooting everything from
videos to still images. We thought we’d have
to cut a lot, but Deion was such a pro that we
finished ahead of schedule—he nailed every
shot.

It’s not just about Sanders' performance,
though. His genuine enthusiasm for almonds
is clear. “He truly believes in almonds,” said
Morin. “He actually eats them regularly,
which makes the campaign feel so authentic.
It’s easy to see why this partnership works so
well.”

Reaching New Heights

With the campaign scheduled to air during
the fall college football season, ABC has high
hopes for its impact. Ads will be strategically
placed to engage sports fans during prime
viewing times. For California almond grow-
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ers, this campaign goes beyond just increas-
ing sales—it’s about solidifying almonds' role
in a healthy lifestyle.

By associating almonds with someone like
Sanders, who embodies peak performance
and a winning mindset, ABC hopes to further
elevate public perception. Almonds are al-
ready recognized as a versatile, healthy snack,
but this campaign positions them as a key
part of an active lifestyle aimed at achieving
top results.

The Perfect Partnership

The partnership between ABC and Deion
Sanders has proven to be a perfect match. Be-
yond the marketing success, the collaboration
has been enjoyable for both parties. “Deion
and his team were easy to work with—they

OAKDALE IRRIGATION DISTRICT

were true profes-
sionals,” said Mo-
rin. “We knew we
wanted to continue
this partnership
because it was such
a positive experi-
ence.”

Annual Good Egg Award!
OCTOBER 10, 2024 AT 7:00 A.M. EGGSACTLY

DoubleTree Hotel, Grand Ballroom
1150 9th Street
Downtown Modesto

$40 Pre-Sale Per Person | $45 at Door Per Person
SPEAKER “EGGSTORDINARE”

Shannon Douglass
PRESIDENT

California Farm Bureau
Federation

Presented By: Stanislaus County Farm Bureau, Pacific Egg and Poultry
Association, California Poultry Federation, Modesto Chamber of Commerce

With the campaign
rolling out across
various platforms,
ABC is confident
that the "Own Your
Prime" message
will resonate even
more strongly in
its second year.
The goal is to reach
new audiences and
reinforce the idea
that almonds are

a prime choice for
fueling an active

lifestyle.
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www.oakdaleirrigation.com
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$1.9M in Grants for Innovation,
Adoption of Sustainable Ag Pest
Management in CA

Source: California Department of Pesticide

Regulation (DPR)

The California Department of Pesticide
Regulation (DPR) announced that it is ac-
cepting grant applications for $1.9 million
in available funding for integrated pest
management (IPM) projects that support

a statewide transition to sustainable pest
management. The funding is available
through DPR’s 2025 Research and Alliance

Grants programs.

IPM is an approach to pest management
that uses the least-toxic, most-effective
method to solve pest problems. Sustain-
able pest management (SPM) builds on the
existing practices of IPM to incorporate
broadened considerations of human health
and social equity, environmental protec-

tions, and economic
viability in pest
management deci-
sions and practices
through the state’s
urban, agricultural
and wildland set-
tings.

“Pest management is
essential to protect-
ing public health,
supporting stable,
healthy food produc-
tion, and maintain-
ing our infrastruc-
ture,” DPR Director
Julie Henderson
said. “Our grants
fund innovative
research into a broad
range of safe, sus-
tainable pest man-
agement alternatives
and the outreach,

See "DPR"” on
page 3B
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