
Official Publication of Stanislaus 
County Farm Bureau

Vol.74   No.17  September 8, 2023

Dairy takes the #1 Spot, See Page 10 & 20



SCFB MISSION STATEMENT

Published Fridays by the
Stanislaus County Farm Bureau

PHONE (209) 522-7278
FAX (209) 521-9938

email: farmnews@stanfarmbureau.org
advertising@stanfarmbureau.org

Stanislaus Farm News (ISSN: 8750-4960) Copyright © 2023 
is published 24 times per year by the Stanislaus County Farm 
Bureau 1201 L St. Modesto, CA 95454. Call (209) 522-7278 

to subscribe.  Application to mail at Periodicals postage 
prices is pending at Modesto, CA.

   
The Stanislaus Farm News will publish on the following dates 
in 2023: Aug 4, 18 Sept 8, 22 Oct 6, 20 Nov 3, 17 Dec 1, 15 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: 1201 L Street 
Modesto, CA 95354. Stanislaus County Farm Bureau does 
not assume responsibility for statements by advertisers or 
for products advertised in the Stanislaus Farm News. Farm 

Bureau does not assume responsibility for statements or 
expressions of opinion other than in editorials or in articles 
showing authorship by an officer of the Stanislaus County 

Farm Bureau.

Staff
Caitie Diemel

Executive Manager
Mary Clements-Harris
Administrative Assistant

Anna Genasci
Communication & Education Director

Abigail Dirkse
Membership Director

Larry Murray
Advertising Sales

Tom Orvis
Governmental Affairs Director

Melissa Sommerville
Bookkeeper

Board of Directors
Pres: Eric Heinrich............................605-3663
Ist VP:Kelly Fogarty  ................202-870-3342
2nd VP:Vance Ahlem  ..................... 535-4521
Sec:Vince Dykzeul  .........................480-5900
Treas: Corinne Santos .................... 265-6075
Past President: Jacob Wenger. ... .  484-9343             
NORTHWEST:
Joey Gonsalves ...............................765-1142
Stuart Layman ..................................652-7822
Dave Van Klaveren .........................595-4606
Keri Layne  ...................................... 402-7289
Tom Ulm .......................................... 402-9870 
Paul Vermeulen  .............................. 988-3661
NORTHEAST:
Rod Gambini ...................................996-6294
Jacob DeBoer  ........................ 805-704-5304
Ryan Valk  ....................................... 840-0231
Pete Dykzeul ....................................872-7080
Kurt Hoekstra .................................. 765-2932
Ray Lial Jr.........................................327-3232
EASTSIDE:
Jeff Daniels ..................................... 602-0628  
Michael Frantz ................................ 605-7724
Alex VanderStoel ......................775-217-1942
David Absher....................................531-4915
OPEN ..............................................................
Randy Weststeyn ............................ 499-9775
SOUTHERN:
Adam Crowell .................................. 610-6306
Tim Sanders  ................................... 606-3739
Ray Souza  .......................................678-1871
Trevor Cordova ............................... 402-3203
Arby Hoobyar ..................................505-0555
Darrell Cordova  ..............................765-6298
WESTSIDE:
Daniel Bays ......................................681-6510
Matt Maring  .....................................602-1390
Jessica Filippini  ..............................648-8236
Bill Cox ............................................404-8897
Rob Brooks ..................................... 765-2628
Jerry Goubert  ................................. 531-3790

YF&R: 
Mark Avilla ........................................ 985-0620
AT LARGE: 
Ron Peterson.... ..............................606-8021
CFBF DISTRICT 13 REP.:
Ron Peterson.... ..............................606-8021

To serve as the voice of Stanislaus County agriculture at all levels of 
government, while providing programs to assist its farms and family 

members and educate the general public of needs and 
importance to agriculture.

2 — Stanislaus Farm News September 8, 2023

Thank you for your 
Membership. 

For the GOOD of your FOOD. 

FREE CE FOR GROWERS
OCTOBER 5,  2023       9:00 AM TO 11:00 AM

DPR & CCA Credit Offered

This two hour webinar will cover updates to
pesticide laws and regulations & serve as a
test prep for the new private applicator
certificate (the brown card).

TO REGISTER USE THE QR CODE 

OR VISIT:

HTTPS://STANFARMBUREAU.ORG

/EVENTS/

DPR - 2 hours of Laws & Regs
CCA - 2 hours of PD

Effective January 1, 2024, individuals who are
currently certified as Private Applicators will
need to take and pass the revised Initial PAC
Exam to demonstrate competency with the
revised Private Applicator standards in 40
CFR Part 171.
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January 14, 2022 

 
BUDGET 

 
2022-2023 State Budget Proposal 
 

Governor Gavin Newsom has released his proposed State Budget for the 2022-2023 fiscal year. This $286.4 
billion budget is the State’s largest budget to date and includes a $46.7 billion surplus ($20.6 billion of 
which is discretionary). In his press conference on Monday, Governor Newsom outlined his top priorities: 
COVID response, Climate, Homelessness, Cost of Living and Public Safety. Below is a truncated list of 
funding proposals that are of most relevance to agriculture: 
 
AGRICULTURE, GENERALLY 

• $50 million to four CSU University Farms (Cal Poly SLO and Pomona, Chico and Fresno) 
• $287,000 for animal mortality management considering rendering disruptions 
• $537,000 for education/outreach by the State Organic Program 

COVID RESPONSE 
• $2.7 billion for testing, vaccine distribution, hospital support and public health education 

CLEAN ENERGY and TRANSPORTATION 
• $6.1 billion for zero-emission vehicles (ZEV) and charging infrastructure  

o $3.9 billion heavy-duty truck conversion 
o $102 billion passenger vehicle 
o 1 billion ZEV infrastructure and charging stations  

• $100 million green hydro-electric 
• $4 million offshore wind projects 
• $210 million industrial decarbonization 
• $85 million for the Food Processor Investment Program (FPIP)  

CLIMATE CHANGE 
• $150 million Funding Agricultural Replacement Measures for Emission Reductions Program (FARMER) 
• $85 million Healthy Soils Program 
• $48 million livestock methane reduction (includes dairy digesters and alternative manure management) 
• $5 million for research into livestock methane reduction strategies and projects  
• $22 million for technical assistance grants for conservation management plans (i.e. conservation plans, 

carbon sequestration plans, and transition to organic plans to focus on carbon and water actions).  
• $15 million Pollinator Habitat Program 
 

  

 

Agricultural Employment Policy 
On September 1, Assembly and Senate Ap-
propriations Committees moved several 
measures of concern to California agri-
cultural employers from their respective 
suspense files to the Assembly and Senate 
floor: 

SB-365 (Sen. Scott Weiner, D-San Fran-
sico) will forbid a district court judge from 
staying a civil proceeding if either party 
appeals the finding as to whether the dis-
pute is subject to arbitration. Staying the 
underlying litigation while the arbitration 
applicability decision is pending has been 
common practice, eliminating the need to 
litigate a dispute that will likely be found 
subject to arbitration. Several recent court 
decisions have upheld federal preemption 
under the Federal Arbitration Act of at-
tempts by the Legislature to restrict arbitra-
tion. Farm Bureau opposes SB-365 because 
it undermines the use of arbitration, a use-
ful tool to manage employment litigation li-
ability in California’s litigious environment. 
Staff: Bryan Little; blittle@cfbf.com 

SB-616 Senator Lena Gonzalez (D-Long 
Beach) moved from the suspense file with 
an amendment to reduce the increased 
paid sick leave mandate from seven days 
to five days, increasing the three-day paid 
sick leave mandate first established by AB 
1522 (L. Gonzalez) in 2013. No provision 
was made in SB 616 to allow employers to 
manage misuse of paid sick leave through 
requiring written verification that paid sick 
leave is being used for it’s intended pur-
pose, limiting abusive use of leave. Farm 
Bureau remains opposed. Staff: Bryan Little; 
blittle@cfbf.com 

AB-524 Assemblymember Buffy Wicks (D-
Oakland) adds “family caregiver status” to 
the list of protected classes covered by the 
Fair Employment and Housing Act. Its use 

is not limited to actual family members, but 
includes any person the employee consid-
ers to be like family, vastly broadening the 
circumstances under which an employee 
can invoke family leave rights under FEHA. 
This will expand the circumstances under 
which employers will experience FEHA-re-
lated litigation, which is already extensive. 
Farm Bureau opposes. Staff: Bryan Little; 
blittle@cfbf.com 

AB-594 Assemblymember Brian Maien-
schein (D-San Diego) allows local prosecu-
tors like district attorneys and city attorneys 
to enforce the Labor Code, leading to in-
consistent interpretation and enforcement. 
AB-594 does not protect employers from 
double recovery under the Labor Code and 
the Private Attorneys General Act (PAGA). 
AB-594 passed the Assembly on a vote of 
52-17 with eleven absences or abstentions. 
Farm Bureau opposes. Staff: Bryan Little; 
blittle@cfbf.com 

AB-143 and SB-143 (Committee on the 
Budget), the 2023 budget trailer bill on 
various matters related to state govern-
ment, includes language supported by the 
Newsom Administration allowing employ-
ers of goatherders (which are increasingly 
employed to control wildfire fuel) to pay 
employees a minimum monthly salary and 
calculate and pay overtime and double-
time premiums on the same basis as em-
ployers of sheepherders. For employers 
of 25 or more employees, the minimum 
monthly salary is $2577.48 plus $1772.85 in 
required overtime pay, for total monthly 
compensation of $4528.33 – or $54,339 per 
year. Since nearly all (if not all) such goat-
herders are admitted to work in the U.S. 
under the H-2A temporary agricultural visa 
program, employers are also required to 
furnish housing, food, and cell phone ser-
vice at no cost. A provision in a 2022 budget 
trailer bill established consistent treatment 

of sheep- and goatherders through January 
1, 2023; language in AB/SB 143 extends it to 
July 1, 2026 and directs the 

Employment Development Department to 
consult with stakeholders including em-
ployers and employees on compliance with 
applicable wage and hour standards and 
provisions in the Labor Code particular to 
sheepherders and goatherders and report 
back to the Legislature. Floor action is 
expected in both houses before the end of 
the session on September 14; farmworker 
advocates remain opposed. 

Failure to pass this language in AB/SB 143 
will result in a default interpretation of the 
Labor Code to the effect that goatherders 
are subject to minimum hourly wage re-
quirements. Grazers would be obliged to 
pay their goatherders straight time for the 
first eight hours of a workday, overtime for 
the next four hours, and double-time for the 
final six hours of the day. That will require 
goatherders’ employers to pay them more 
than $14,000 a month, hampering land 
owners and managers ability to afford such 
wildfire fuels control services, and grazers’ 
ability to plan for the future, grow their 
herds, or plan for employing herders. Staff: 
Bryan Little; blittle@cfbf.com 

SB-799 , Unemployment Benefits for Strik-
ers (Senator Anthony Portantino, D-Bur-
bank), a late-session gut-and-amend to 
recycle a 2019 bill permitting employees 
participating in a “trade dispute” (i.e. a 
strike) to collect unemployment insurance 
benefits, passed the Assembly Insurance 
Committee on August 30 and was referred 
to the Assembly Appropriations Commit-
tee. SB 799 is a retread of AB 1066 (Gon-
zalez, 2019), which failed in the Senate. 
The federal law creating the federal-state 

See Review on page 4
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partnership funding and administering UI 
benefits and providing for the operations of 
state job service agencies like California’s 
Employment Development Department 
(EDD) specifies that individuals may not 
collect unemployment insurance benefits if 
they are not available for work and ready 
and willing to accept offered work, which 
is clearly not the case with strikers who 
have elected to withhold their labor to gain 
economic leverage over their employer 
during a strike. This proposal raises several 
risks, including exacerbating the already 
huge $18 billion deficit in California’s state 
unemployment trust fund account, along 
with the risk that the federal government 
could decertify California’s unemployment 
insurance program, meaning California 
would be forced to pay unemployment 
insurance benefits from the state’s General 
Fund. Staff: Bryan Little, blittle@cfbf.com. 

Agricultural Technology 
AB-1016 , authored by Assembly member 
Reginald Jones Sawyer (D-Los Angeles) 
and sponsored by the California Farm 
Bureau passed from the Senate Appro-
priations Committee Suspense File unani-
mously with bipartisan support. The bill 
now proceeds to the Senate Floor, where 
Senator Anna Caballero (D Merced) will be 
the bill’s floor manager. Staff: Peter Ansel 
pansel@cfbf.com 

Air Quality 
AB-985 by Assemblymember Arambula 
(D – Fresno) passed out of the Senate Ap-
propriations Committee. Farm Bureau, 
alongside a large coalition of agricultural 
stakeholders, oppose this bill. The bill was 
previously amended to narrow the lan-
guage which would require the CARB to 
conduct an analysis of each emission re-
duction credit (ERC) identified in the San 
Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution Con-
trol District’s ledger of available emission 
reduction credits to determine if any credits 
were issued in violation of state, local, or 
district laws, rules, regulations, or proce-
dures in place at the time of original issu-
ance. The analysis must be completed by 
2027 and the results will be reported to the 
Legislature. CAFB still has concerns with 
this bill and remains opposed. Staff: Katie 
Little, klittle@cfbf.com 

California Farm Bureau has joined an 
agricultural coalition to oppose AB-849 by 

Assemblyman Garcia (D – Coachella). Cur-
rent law requires the State Air Resources 
Board to update, at least once every 5 years, 
a statewide strategy to reduce emissions 
of toxic air contaminants and criteria air 
pollutants in communities affected by a 
high cumulative exposure burden. Cur-
rent law also requires the air district and 
the state board to implement and enforce 
the measures in the community emissions 
reduction program consistent with their 
respective authority. This bill would au-
thorize a non-elected body of community 
members assembled to address localized air 
quality issues to dictate actions of all state 
agencies and departments, even when the 
issue or remedy are unrelated to air qual-
ity. Currently, regulatory actions by agen-
cies are publicly noticed and available for 
public comment. AB-617 communities, as 
described this bill, are able to engage with 
other agencies and their participation is 
not dependent upon the passage of AB 849. 
This bill was held in the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee. Staff: Katie Little, klittle@
cfbf.com 

CESA and Wildlife 
AB 606 by Assemblymember Mathis (R – 
Porterville) is a California Farm Bureau 
sponsored bill which was placed on the 
Senate Appropriation’s suspense file ear-
lier this year. This bill originally aimed to 
remove the sunset provision on current 
accidental take statute. The California 
Endangered Species Act (CESA) prohibits 
the taking of an endangered or candidate 
species. Under CESA, the Department of 
Fish and Wildlife may authorize the take of 
listed species pursuant to an incidental take 
permit if the take is incidental to an other-
wise lawful activity. The act also provides, 
until January 1, 2024, that the accidental 
take of a candidate, threatened, or endan-
gered species resulting from an act that 
occurs on a farm or a ranch in the course 
of otherwise lawful routine and ongoing 
agricultural activities is not prohibited by 
the act, and would require a person, when 
an accidental take is known to occur under 
these circumstances, to report the take to 
the department within 10 days. Senate 
Natural Resources and Water Committee 
staff expressed concerns with the lack of 
reporting since the provision took effect in 
2020. The committee proposed two amend-
ments to address these concerns: 
1. Require the Department of Fish and 
Wildlife to conduct outreach to commu-

nicate the reporting requirements to stake-
holders; 
2. Update the sunset, and extend it to Janu-
ary 2029. 

With these amendments, the Senate Ap-
propriations Committee had concerns with 
the costs to the Department of Fish and 
Wildlife. The Department has relayed that 
they do not foresee any additional costs in 
communication with stakeholders mov-
ing forward, and will use existing chan-
nels of communication. The bill passed out 
of the Senate Appropriations Committee 
and moves to the Senate Floor. Staff: Katie 
Little, klittle@cfbf.com 

Forestry and Wildfire 
AB-297 , authored by Assemblymember 
Vince Fong (R-Bakersfield), passed from 
the Senate Appropriations Committee 
Suspense file and heads to the Senate Floor. 
As previously reported the bill authorizes 
advanced grant payments for wildfire fuel 
reduction projects. Farm Bureau supports 
AB 297. Staff: Peter Ansel pansel@cfbf.com 

Insurance 
SB-505 , authored by Senator Susan Rubio 
(D Baldwin Park) and sponsored by the 
California Farm Bureau and the California 
Department of Insurance has been pre-
sented to the Governor for signature. Staff: 
Peter Ansel pansel@cfbf.com 

Land Use 
PPIC RELEASES ANALYSIS OF FARM 
SIZE IN THE SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY 
On August 30, the Public Policy Institute 
of California released an analysis and ac-

From Review on page 3
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companying dataset of farm sizes and their 
distributions throughout the San Joaquin 
Valley. It draws on 2021–22 county asses-
sor records and 2018 land use data from the 
California Department of Water Resources. 
The dataset provides an overview of farm 
sizes for the entire valley and for 14 of its 
groundwater subbasins and compares the 
results on a county level with the USDA’s 
last Agricultural Census (2017). A few key 
findings: 
• The valley has 34,500 distinct farms, but 
only 600 are “large farms” (covering more 
than 500 acres). 
• More than three-quarters (77%) of the 
valley’s farms are small, with less than 100 
acres of irrigable land. But most cropped 
acreage (58%) is held by large farms. 
• Smaller farms are more specialized in 
their production and on average grow 
about one crop per farm, while the largest 
farms average around three crops. 

PPIC’s next blog post in this series will in-
clude an analysis of water supply pressures 
faced by farms of various sizes under the 
implementation of the Sustainable Ground-
water Management Act. Staff: Alex Biering, 
abiering@cfbf.com
 
The Senate Agriculture Committee held 
a hearing named “Navigating Threats to 
California Agriculture.” California Farm 
Bureau’s Legal Services Division provided 
Senators with a briefing regarding land 
purchase occurring in Solano County by a 
business group of Silicon Valley investors 
(Flannery Associates). Also, Farm Bureau 
provided public comments at the hearing 
regarding members’ concerns regarding 
the secrecy and aggressive litigation tactics 
deployed by Flannery Associates in their 
bid to acquire land in Solano County. Farm 
Bureau commented that while there is some 
relief that the purchasers are not an adver-
sarial foreign government, the reality is a 
script played out again and again – NIMBY 
wealthy Bay Area billionaires trying to 
avoid housing construction where they live 

in the Silicon Valley. 

Through witness presentations that includ-
ed US Congressman John Garamendi, there 
is a clear consensus that buying agriculture 
lands to establish a new city without talk-
ing to local government, local residents, 
and doing so in a cloud of secrecy has been 
a failed strategy for an idea that would 
seem to be dead before it starts. As the 
state invests in the Central Valley, connect-
ing it to the Silicon Valley with high speed 
rail, Bay Area elites want a new city in the 
greater Bay Area, regardless of the sprawl 
that it will generate. Bulldozing over local 
control, and local farmers is a bad way for 
Flannery to launch this bad idea. You can 
watch the entire hearing here. Staff: Peter 
Ansel pansel@cfbf.com 

Pesticides 
CAFB’s Chris Reardon and Steven Fenaroli 
recently participated in a two-day event 
(August 30-31) with our partners at the San 
Diego Farm Bureau with the Department of 
Pesticide Regulation’s (DPR) Director Julie 
Henderson and California Food And Agri-
cultural Undersecretary Christie Birdsong. 
The day and half event included tours of 
three farm bureau members in northern San 
Diego County with a reception to close the 
evening. The following morning a round-
table discussion took place at the San Diego 
Farm Bureau office to discuss the recent 
proposal to enact DPR’s Sustainable Pest 
Management program. It was a productive 
meeting with excellent presentations about 
potential impacts to agriculture and we 
appreciate the Director and Undersecretary 
spending time with us to better understand 
our concerns. Many thanks also to Carlsbad 
Strawberry Company, Mellano& Company, 
Straub Citrus Farm and Carlsbad Flower 
Fields for there time as well! 

AB-652 authored by Assemblymember Lee 
(D-San Jose) creating an Environmental Jus-
tice Committee for the Department of Pes-
ticide Regulation passed out of the senate 

appropriations committee on a partisan 5-2 
vote. It next goes to the Senate Floor where 
it will be voted on by the full Senate. Farm 
Bureau will continue to work with our agri-
cultural coalition to oppose this legislation. 
Staff: Chris Reardon, creardon@cfbf.com 
AB-99 authored by Assemblymember Con-
nolly (D-San-Rafael) having to do roadside 
pesticide applications by Caltrans, was 
designated as a two-year bill. Farm Bill 
opposed this along with numerous other 
organizations as well. Staff: Chris Reardon, 
creardon@cfbf.com 

Taxation and Fees 
SB-701 , authored by Senator Melissa 
Hurtado (D-Sanger) passed from the As-
sembly Floor and will soon be presented to 
the Governor for signature. As previously 
reported, the bill allows counties to create a 
maximum registration fee of $500 for fresh 
fruit and vegetable wholesalers. The bill 
is sponsored by the California Agriculture 
Commissioners and Sealers Association. 
Staff: Peter Ansel, pansel@cfbf.com 

Water 
SWRCB TO VOTE ON SALMON GOALS 
FOR THE LOWER SAN JOAQUIN RIVER 
On Wednesday, September 6, the State 
Water Resources Control Board will con-
sider whether to adopt a set of biological 
goals for supporting salmon in tributaries 
to the lower San Joaquin River (Tuolumne, 
Stanislaus, and Merced rivers). These 
include goals for salmon abundance, pro-
ductivity, diversity, and population spatial 
extent, distribution, and structure. The 
goals are not regulatory, but metrics for 
monitoring and assessment. Once the goals 
are established, the board will use them to 
measure the effectiveness of the flow ob-
jectives and other aspects of the 2018 Bay-
Delta WQCP update. Comments may be 
made virtually or in person, with links for 
submitting comment cards on the meeting 
agenda. Staff: Alex Biering, abiering@cfbf.
com 
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Denair Location: (209) 632-2494
Riverbank Location: (209) 869-4424
www.DenairLumberCo.com
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As another membership service, Farm Bureau members are offered FREE classified advertis-
ing in the Stanislaus Farm News. Ads must be 18 words or less and only one ad per month per 
membership (membership number required.) Ads may be MAILED to the Stanislaus Farm News, 
or BROUGHT to the SCFB office, 1201 L Street, Downtown Modesto. NO PHONE-IN OR FAX free 
ads will be accepted. Free ads are restricted to farm machinery or equipment or unprocessed 
farm products. Farm jobs wanted or offered will also be accepted. No real estate ads and no 
commercial items or services will be accepted. 209-522-7278

FREE ADS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

Classified Ad's $4.40 per run.
COPY DEADLINE: MONDAY 12 NOON

Sale Alfalfa. Best price, 
great quality. Bigger Bales 
especially suited to horses. 
Cook Valley Angus Ranches 

Modesto 209 996 7365 & 
Available May- Oct

Mobile Home For Sale
Double wide mobile home 

1100 sq ft in senior park. All 
up grades, tile floors, crown 
molding, gas range, Compo-
sition roof, Vaulted ceilings, 
must see, move in ready, 

Terms available or $85,000
Ken (209) 204-6691

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS 
CUT YOUR ENERGY BILLS  
ELIMINATE DUST & NOISE 

Lowest Prices Guaranteed! Largest 

Selection in the Valley! Windows, Doors, 

Skylights, Soundproofing, Licensed, 

Bonded & Insured. 

Visit Our Showroom: 

1050 Kansas Ave., Modesto

 Cal Comfort Insulating Windows, Inc.

Contractors Lic. #51317 Class C17B

209-527-1310 (TFN)

Wilson Portable Welding 
Structural • Fabrication • 

General Repair 
• Dairy Repair • Ag Repair

•Mobile - 765-3596 
• Shop – 524-3016 (TFN)

RATES: Display rates on request. Terms are cash. Ads should 
be paid for at time of first insertion or immediately after receipt 
of bill if order is placed by telephone or mail.
ERRORS: The Stanislaus Farm News will not be liable for more 
than one incorrect insertion. Errors must be called to the atten-
tion of the Classified Advertising Department not later than 4 
p.m. on the Tuesday following publication of the ad. Claims for 
adjustment must be made within 15 days. We reserve the right 
to reject or revise any advertisement. 
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Woodbridge Spraying
Field Spraying

Orchard Spraying
Backhoe

380-0727 (TFN)

1000 SERVICES

800 For Rent

1000 SERVICES

Orchard Brush Pile
Grinding Service

Brush • Stumps • Huller Twigs
Davis Ag & Ranch Clean Up
CA. Contractor Lic#796783

209-670-5278
We haul Rock, Sand, 

Gravel, Demolition Clean 
Up & Removal, Tree Holes, 

Irrigation Lines & More. 
Lic. # 884701

Home-(209) 848-0538
Cell (209) 525-7715 (TFN)

300 Employment

RON MARTELLA
Custom Nut Harvesting
SHAKING, SWEEPING

AND HARVESTING
883-4819 or 883-0690

PROAG Commercial 
Ag. Spraying

Orchard, vineyard $ herbicide 
applications

209-613-6355 Pat, 209-678-
8072 Matt, 209-613-3227 

Justin
Visit proag.webs.com

Service Mechanic, duties 
include greasing, changes air 
filters and oil, etc. Pays $15/
hour with a harvest bonus. 
Must be willing to work 6 
days a week. Opportunity 

for longer employment based 
on job performance and 
experience. Call Jenn for 

more details: 209-648-7947
House for Rent

$1500.00 & Deposit $1700 
2 bedroom, 1 bathroom, 

Large kitchen & livingroom, 
Sinhle car garage, Riverbank

681-9286

Cherry Orchard In the 
Wood Colony

59+/- Acres. Excellent soil 
comprised of 75% Hanford 
sandy loam (HdpA). MID 
irrigation with micro jet 

sprinklers. 2,500 sq. ft. Metal 
Barn included. $2,330,000 
Simvoulakis Real Estate 

209.985.9700
BRE #705092

900 REAL ESTATE

METAL BUILDINGS
  Provided & installed, in-
terior upgrades available, 

fully engineered, refer-
ences available. 

Active Industrial Contracting
Michael Frost - 613-3548. 

Lic. #735904 (TFN)

Electrical and 
Refrigeration Service

No job to small. Troubleshooting, 
upgrades on home, ranch, dairy, 

and commercial buildings.
209-648-7748

1100 MISCELLANEOUS

LOW COST HOUSING Larg-
est Inventory in Valley of 
Preowned Mobile Homes. 
Approx. 100 to choose from. 
Priced to fit your Budget. 
Transportation Available. DLR. 
209-632-0854.

Noeller Farm
farm & ranch management
Almond, Peaches, Walnuts
custom Almond & Walnuts

(209) 883-2417 or 
(209) 606-2084

Kenyon Organic Services
Organic Consulting Services

Crop and Livestock
Carol Kenyon
(209) 484-1097

ck.cattle23@gmail.com

Martin Reyes 
Land leveling

Discing
Chiseling

Lice.#954989
(209) 605-4079

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

For Sale: 
Heavy Duty Ripper - $2500

Contact Arby: 209-505-0555 or 
text: 209-602-1400

510 LIVESTOCK

Great Plains no-till corn 
planter 8-row model 

YP825A-0830
It has a john blue injection 

pump. Great condition. 
#22,000 OBO phone 209-874-

4042 or 209-765-6298

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

For Sale:
John Deere 5100ML low profile 

with Exact cab
Vrisimo flail mower – 12’ & 8’
PBM 500 gallon sprayer with 
electric valves (never used)
Durand Wayland 500 gallon 

sprayer
Domries float leveler – 12’

Call Joe: 209-404-3326

Verisimo Might Max fail mower. 
Model # SC-100 asking $5000

Orchard float roller 9ft wide 
asking $1000

Text or leave a VM 
209-505-1731

Need help with your Farm 
Labor? 

Call Lencioni Farm Services
209-537-2186

Spring tooth with attached following 
harrow. 8 ft wide, 3 point hook-up 

asking $1000
Brush rake. Rear push. 9ft wide 

adjustable spacing for 4 or 5 forks 
asking $1000

Text or leave VM for 
209-505-1731

Dairy for Rent
Permitted for 614 Cows

With Flush and Freestalls 
400 head open heifer facility

Turlock, Ca
Call 209-678-2632

Estate Sale
Farm Equipment

Antique Automobiles
Call: 209-988-1583

Trailer axle with 
springs $50, has two 
new tires 80" tread, 
Call 209-537-9491
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AgSafe

Cal Ag Safety
Modesto 526-4400

Oakdale 351-7092 
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Aemetis Biogas LLC 

American AgCredit

Basi Insurance

Bays Ranch

BBSI 

Keyes 497-4034

Turlock 667-5101 

        Oakdale (209) 847-3065

        Westley  894-3472

         Modesto 576-0322

Beard Land Improvement Co

Burchell Nursery

Cortez Growers Association

Dave Wilson Nursery

Flory Industries

        Modesto 524-4631

         Oakdale 845-8733

         Turlock 632-3118

        Hickman 874-1821

        Salida 545-1167

Frank Borba Custom Chopping

Frantz Nursery

Grower Direct Nut Company

Haidlen Ford

         Modesto 652-8201

         Hickman 874-1459

        883-4890

        Oakdale 847-0356
 

Green Rubber

Rumble Ag Service 

West Valley Agricultural Service

        Modesto (888)273-2464
        Salinas (831)752-6100

Modesto 545-1848

Westley 894-3121

Anteris

All West Select Sires

Exact

FISHBIO

Turlock (559) 472-6415

Turlock 667-8378

Modesto 544-8600

         Oakdale 847-6300
 

Agri Business Financial Inc

Central Valley Community Bank

Edwards, Lien & Toso

Farmers & Merchants Bank

Oakdale 607-0037 

Fresno 559-323-3472

Hilmar 634-9484

Riverbank 571-4023

Grimbleby Coleman CPA's Inc

Moss Adams

Oak Valley Community Bank

Vermeulen Company CPA

Modesto 527-4220

Stockton 955-6100

Oakdale 844-7500

Ripon 599-5051

Co
ns

tr
uc

tio
n\

 E
ng

in
ee

rin
g Stump Construction

Branelle Properties LLC
Modesto 505-9730

Oakdale 595-0256

Eq
ui

pm
en

t &
 R

ep
ai

r Acosta & DaughtersLLC

Belkorp Ag LLC, John Deere Dealer

Coit & Hewes LLC

Garton Tractor Inc.

Waterford 872-4815

Modesto 538-3831

Modesto 985-0559

Turlock 632-3931

G&F Ag Services 

Hotsy

Pacific Distributing Inc.

RAYCO

Escalon 599-8911 

Modesto 578-3925

Hughson 883-4032

Modesto 529-8984

Turlock Auto Parts

Turlock Dairy & Refrigeration
Turlock 634-4968

Turlock 667-6455

Ahlem Foothill Farm

Bobby Yamamoto Farms

Braden Farms

Carol Morrett

Catherine Phipps Walden

Turlock 874-2477 

Westley 835-1750

Hughson 883-4061

Hughson 537-6658

 Ballico 667-2409
 

D & M Ag., 

David Lemos

Donlon Farms Inc.

E Roen Ranches

Fire Lake Jersey

Frank Dutra

Denair 667-7783

        Modesto 541-3131

Patterson 892-8543

        Winnemucca 614-5944

Hilmar 632-2924  

 Oakdale (209) 402-0796
 

Fowler Brother Farming

Glory Farms 

G3 Enterprises

Hilltop Ranch, Inc. 

Kline Ranch 

Knott Farms

        Waterford 409-4951

        Waterford 522-4302

        Modesto 1-800-321-8748

Ballico 874-1875

Waterford 605-7741 

Modesto 581-2571

Melvin Wheeler

Marchy Dairy 

McManis Farms Inc

Melo Farms LLC

Michael Van Andel

        Modesto 526-9770

Ceres 537-0630

Modesto 541-9345

Turlock 585-7852

Modesto 531-4667

Nick Blom

Redwood Ranches LLC

Robert Gioletti 

Ron Martella Farms

Schut Ranches

        Modesto 522-6140

         Hughson 883-2603

Turlock 667-6024

Hughson 883-4819

Patterson 892-6226

At
to

rn
ey

Ross W. Lee

Jensen & Jensen 
Modesto 521-9190

Modesto 529-0791

Sa
le

s

American Chevrolet

Honda Kawasaki of Modesto

Intero Stanislaus

Smith Chevrolet Co Inc.

Modesto 575-1606 

         Modesto 529-5424

        Sacramento (916) 671-2358

Turlock 632-3946

Starkey & Lucas Farming & Cattle

Stewart Johnson

Victor M Lopes

Weaver Bros

Wyeth Dairy Inc., 

        Ceres 484-0671

        Ceres 602-8899

        Turlock 587-5026

Crows Landing 854-6716

Modesto 545-2101

MHK Construction Inc.

Hawkins & Associates
Engineering

Hughson 648-2107

Modesto 575-4295

Fa
rm

 M
an

ag
em

en
t Benchmark Farm Management

Grover Farm Management

Lake Road Grizzly Ranch

Fisher Capitol Investments 

        Riverbank 869-4290

Modesto 602-3031

        Pomona (909) 623-1392

        Modesto

Fe
ed

\F
ar

m
 S
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ie
s A.L. Gilbert

Blue Mtn. Minerals

Conlin Supply

NuWest Milling LLC

Keyes 632-2333

Columbia, 533-0127 

Oakdale 847-8977

Hughson 883-1163

In
su
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e

Andreini & Company

Arrowhead Insurance Agency

Crivelli Ins & FIn Sv Inc

DiBuduo & DeFendis

         Modesto 512-3698

Modesto 524-6157

        Turlock, 668-3319

        Fresno 557-2759 

GDI Insurance Agency

Giddings Corby Hynes Inc

Hoobler Insurance Services

LG Crop Ins. 

         Turlock 991-2929

         Modesto 526-3110

         Patterson 601-0418

Turlock 262-8140 

Toste Insurance Services Inc

Western Valley Insurance Associates

Winton Ireland Strom & Green

        Modesto 338-3585

        Turlock 634-9031

Turlock, Modesto, Livingston and Hilmar
667-0995
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Customized Water System

Don Pedro Pumps

IJ Larsen Pumps

Modesto Irrigation District

Oakdale Irrigation District

Turlock 988-4833

        Turlock 632-3161

Modesto 529-2020

Modesto 526-7373

Oakdale 847-0341

Turlock Irrigation District

Waterford Irrigation Supply
Turlock 883-8374

Waterford 847-1387
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Alexandria Perrin LLC

Casey Moving System

Clark Pest Control

Cover Specialty Services

Drone for Hire

         Modesto 216-7027

Ceres 531-9010

Modesto 556-5200

        Modesto 988-3864

Modesto 818-4109

Modesto Nuts Baseball Club

R & J Avila

Rocha's Valley Enterprises

Quality Rodent Control, Inc.

         Modesto 572-4487

Hilmar 678-1723

Oakdale 581-1473

Modesto 225-4124
 

N
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Almond Alliance

Almond Board of California

CA Farmland Trust 

Central Valley Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

Modesto Chamber of Commerce

Oakdale Chamber of Commerce 

Modesto 559-5800

Modesto 672-9743

Elk Grove 916-544-2712

         Modesto 789-5123

Modesto 577-5757 

Oakdale 847-2244

N
ur

se
rie

s/
H

or
tic

ul
tu

re Blumen Flower Farm 

Burchell Nursery

California Transplants

Dutch Hollow Farms 

        Modesto 648-8995

Oakdale 845-8733

Newman 862-9420 

        Modesto 287-6010
 

Park Greenhouse

Roos Tree Nursery

Morris Nursery

        Ripon 599-7545

        Empire 847-2520

Riverbank 527-5553

Pe
tr

ol
eu

m

George W. Lowry

Valley Pacific Petroleum

Hunt& Sons, Inc.

Van de Pol Enterprises

Salida 545-0791

Stockton (209) 948-9412

Modesto 522-7291

Keyes 667-0236

Pr
oc

es
so

rs

Grizzly Nut 

Turlock Walnut Co.

Travaille & Phippen

        Waterford 874-5223

Turlock 668-0955 

Manteca 599-6111

Re
st

au
ra

nt

Medlen's House of Beef

The Fruit Yard

Rodin Farms

Rodin Ranch

Oakdale 847-4379

Modesto 577-3093

        Oakdale

Modesto 577-3224

Sa
fe

ty

Ve
te

rin
ar

y

Adian Equine

Dairy Veterinary Services
Oakdale 847-8258

Escalon 551-3949

 

Heinrich Farms Inc

Hilmar Cheese Company, Inc.

InsureCAL Insurance Agency

Mapes Ranch

        Modesto 595-2207 

         Hilmar 667-6076

         Turlock 250-0269

         Modesto 522-1762

Sierra Grain Terminal

Stanislaus County Sheriff's Department

Stanislaus Farm Supply

TriCal

        Turlock 667-2002

        Modesto 525-7117

         Modesto 765-1142

        Oakdale (831) 245-7611
Yosemite Farm Credit

        Turlock 667-2366

Modesto & Empire Traction Co.

Nationwide Insurance 

Wenger Ranch Inc. 

PG&E

        Modesto 524-4631

        Sacramento (530) 701-4486

        Modesto

        Modesto 726-6303

Nicholson Insurance Inc

Rico Pfitzer Pires Insurance Agency

Schut Insurance Services Inc

Stewart Kriese Ins Agency

         Modesto 526-2697

        Gustine 854-2000

        Patterson 892-6226

         Oakdale, 847-8025 



8 — Stanislaus Farm News September 8, 2023

The Largest Selection of Heavy Duty Shop Tools and Machinery In Northern California

Modesto (209) 529-8984          Turlock (209) 632-2315
512 River Road                      712 Lander Avenue

RAYCO INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY
Locally Owned and Operated Since 1969

Air Compressors

Steam and High Pressure Cleaners 
Metal Working Tools and Machinery

Automotive Tools and Equipment, Shop Heaters and Coolers
Hand Tools, Abrasives, Saw Blades and Safety Supplies
Power Tools, Wood Working Tools and Machinery

Used Tool and Machinery Dealer
Sales and Service
California Contractors License 708487

6.5" x 3"

Phil Rumble:  
(209) 996-1517 
Matt Rumble:  
(209) 996-8161

Topping    Hedging 
(Fall 2021: Hedging Down to 2’)

Skirting

Dual Mechanical 
Brush Stacking

Almond/Walnut 
Conditioning

Orchard 
Management

Jamie Johansson, President of California Farm Bureau

Most of us are no stranger to the cost of insurance. In my house, 
we’ll soon be adding a new driver to our vehicle policies and the 
upcoming increase in premium cost is never far from our minds 
as my oldest quickly approaches his 16th birthday.  The average 
person insures their house, vehicles, recreational vehicles, medi-
cal health and in many cases, even their untimely death. We 
assume the cost to insure our buildings and property, our crops 
and the products we produce, ourselves and the men and wom-
en who work with us. We pay to insure against weather, crime, 
injury, disaster, flood and any number of additional eventuali-
ties that could take place in the calculated risk market. 

As farmers and ranchers, we know and understand that insur-
ance is a cost of doing business. As consumers and citizens of 
the state of California, we also acknowledge and appreciate the 
protections under the state constitution and Prop 103 that re-
quire transparency in rate modeling and fairness in determining 
what those costs are. 

Unfortunately, we find ourselves in a business climate right 
now where insurance providers are choosing to simply leave 
the California market instead of doing business in a space 
where they claim out of date and inadequate rate modeling and 
slow decisions from the California Department of Insurance on 
rate adjustments. All of this is made worse due to high building 
costs (something we all know) and unusually high jury verdicts. 
The California Department of Insurance has little incentive to 
approve higher rates so they are currently in a good old fash-
ioned game of chicken and we farmers are right in the middle.

As many of you know firsthand, this development leaves many 
farmers and ranchers with an insurance crisis. How do you 
do business in a state where you can’t obtain insurance? The 
FAIR Plan was established as the insurer of last resort to pro-
vide some risk management in that situation. The FAIR Plan 
offers some amount of coverage for those deemed most at risk. 
The FAIR Plan is not intended to be and cannot be considered 
a long-term solution to the lack of competitive market options; 
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Farm Supply Thanks You For Your Support!
As a farmer-owned cooperative we have been providing the 
Products, Services and Expertise that deliver consistent 
results for our growers since 1949.  
Whether you’re a Farmer or a Homeowner; we have you 
covered with the best products and services in the industry.

• Fertilizer
• Crop Protection
• Seed
• Feed
• Livestock 

Equipment
• Animal Health 
• Garden Supplies 
• And More!!!

Modesto
624 E. Service Rd. 

Modesto, CA 95358
(209) 538-7070

Merced
674 S. Highway 59
Merced, CA 95341

(209) 723-0704

Kerman
12800 W. Shields Ave
Kerman, CA 93630

(559) 474-4400

“We Take Care of The Farmer….Because We Are Owned by The Farmer”.

however, for many it’s the only option unless something chang-
es. 

I’m proud to say Farm Bureau has been working on those 
changes for some time. As one of the only representatives from 
agriculture of a coalition of business groups, Peter Ansel in our 
Governmental Affairs Division seeks out solutions that will 
help farmers and ranchers have access to insurance through a 
healthy business model, that respects and adheres to the con-
sumer protections and transparency in rate modeling.  

The media has reported that legislative leaders, the Governor’s 
office, insurers, and the Department of Insurance are meeting 
and actively looking to find agreement with all stakeholders to 
return competition to the California insurance market. We can-
not know how the structure of that agreement will ultimately 
affect policyholders, except to know that rates are not going 
down. Farm Bureau will continue advocating for a healthy 
business climate with healthy competition and appropriate 
consumer protections, because we know this is the only way 
our farmers and ranchers can continue leading the nation in 
the production of the highest quality food and fiber from the 
Golden State. 

Save the Date! December 1 - 6, 2023

Registration will open on Friday, September 
15th

Join us at the Grand Sierra Resort 
in Reno, Nevada!
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2022 Stanislaus County 
Crop Report

By: Amy Lomeli, Stanislaus County Agricul-
tural Inspector, Crop Report Team 

Similar to previous years, 10 commodities 
are responsible for 83% of the gross agricul-
tural value in the county. However, we did 
have a few shake ups this year. Most nota-
bly in the number 1 and 2 positions.

Crossing the billion-dollar mark, milk 
climbed 329 million from 2021-surpassing 
Almonds to reclaim the number one posi-
tion for the first time in a decade- and rep-
resenting 30% of the county’s agricultural 
value last year. California joined the indus-
try-initiated Federal Milk Marketing Order 
in 2018, which stabilizes and develops min-
imum prices for producers based on sup-
ply, demand, and other market conditions. 
California is the largest milk producing 
state nationwide, with Stanislaus County 
third in milk production statewide. As part 
of the heart of dairy country, Stanislaus is 
home to well over a dozen milk processors-
including a large one for goat milk. Unfor-
tunately, the looming dark cloud was the 
cost of production-especially feed.  

Resigned to the #2 position is Almonds at 
753 million, a 31% decrease, primarily due 
to tough market conditions and less export 
demand. Carryover from the record-break-
ing 2020 crop had a domino effect on the 
last two years’ prices. Growers-especially in 
colder regions of our county-suffered losses 
from a freeze disaster during bloom. Bear-
ing acreage contracted as old orchards were 
pulled due to lower production and espe-
cially water cost and availability. Younger, 
denser-plantings of water-thrifty orchards 
are still coming into production, and we 
expect to see acreage rebound in the next 
few years. Stanislaus County ranks 2nd in 
almond production statewide. Despite last 
year’s decrease in almond value, Milk and 
Almonds make up 50% of the agricultural 
value in Stanislaus County. 

In #3 is Poultry, up 15% to 383 million 
dollars. This condensed category includes 
most notably broiler chickens & turkeys but 
also lesser-known squab. Poultry remains 
a strong category of production in our 
county. Early in the year, pandemic-related 
labor and supply chain issues affected the 
industry, but the biggest story was wide-
spread Hi-Pathogen Avian Influenza that 

decreased flocks nationwide.

At #4, Cattle & Calves increased 19% in val-
ue to 193 million dollars. Fewer dairy cows 
moved into the terminal market due to 
better milk pricing and drove up the price 
of replacement heifers. Drought throughout 
cattle country in the west made it neces-
sary to sell off animals earlier, and lighter, 
or slim down herds due to lack of adequate 
rangeland feed and as supplemental feed 
costs soared. 

#5 Fruit & Nut Nursery Products. These 
increased 20% in value from 2021 to 175 
million. Orders continued to go out for fruit 
and nut nursery stock, hinting at grower 
optimism for the end of the drought and 
better market conditions for permanent 
crops like almonds, grapes and peaches. 
Stanislaus County is home to several dis-
tinguished nurseries that send product 
throughout the state, country and even 
internationally.

At #6 Silage crops were not far behind. 
Increasing 35% to 173 million. An exten-
sion of the dairy story, silage was especially 
pricy last year. Along with water scarcity, 
growers saw increases in fuel and fertilizer 
costs due to the war in Ukraine, which were 
reflected in the increased value of this com-
modity.

In tandem with almond production, Al-
mond Pollination moved to 7th place, 
despite dropping in value 4% to 87 million. 
Hive prices were up slightly last year and 
growers were feeling the pressure to cut 
inputs due to market conditions and in-
creased costs. Many growers placed fewer 
hives in self pollinating varieties, or in the 
case of young or non-bearing orchards, few 
or none at all. 

Eggs increased in value a whopping 111% 
from the previous year due to scarcity. As 
with the #3 commodity, poultry, Avian 
Influenza created less supply. Further pres-
suring the supply and demand equation is 
that California is an egg-deficit state, con-
suming more eggs than are produced here. 
Cage-free requirements due to Proposition 
12 led to fewer eggs produced in other 
states meeting California’s requirements, 
and making eggs here more expensive. 

Like Silage, the #9 commodity, Hay, in-
creased dramatically in value - up over 50% 
from last year to 68 million. As mentioned 
earlier, anything used to feed livestock in-

creased in value due to drought and water 
and fuel costs. 

As predicted by Supervisor Chiesa last 
year, Tomatoes round out the top 10. Up 
57% in value thanks to early and record 
high contracts, growers planted nearly 
2,000 more acres in 2022. The majority of 
tomatoes grown in Stanislaus County are 
mechanically-harvested processing toma-
toes. Compared to some other row crops, 
processing tomatoes require less labor, fer-
tilizer, and other petroleum inputs, making 
them a lucrative choice last year. 

As a final note on this year’s top 10, al-
though nearly 40 categories are reported 
in the annual report, 10 commodities are 
responsible for over 80% of the county’s 
value. Milk, Almonds and Poultry garner 
60% of the value. Many of these commodi-
ties are intertwined-whether feed crops for 
livestock, or nursery products for perma-
nent plantings like almonds which then 
tie back to almond pollination. Although 
values were up overall this year, a long-
standing commodity is missing from the 
the top 10. 

Walnuts have been one of Stanislaus 
County’s Top 10 commodities for over 2 
decades. Last year, a sharp decline in value 
was due to trade challenges and worldwide 
oversupply. To add insult to injury, unsea-
sonably late, prolonged hot temperatures 
affected quality. Walnut values diminished 
by 61% and knocked them to number 13 in 
2022. 

AG FACTS

Source: United States Department of Agriculture Economic 
Research Service 2021 Farm Income and Wealth Statistics

Stanislaus County Ranks Higher Than 18 US States
1  California 51,290,214,000
2  Iowa 34,917,530,000
3  Nebraska 26,529,508,000
4  Texas 24,785,523,000
5  Minnesota        21,822,631,000
6  Illinois 21,700,564,000
7  Kansas 21,300,135,000
8  Indiana 14,213,689,000
9  North Carolina 13,389,587,000

10  Wisconsin 12,824,537,000
11  Missouri 12,251,892,000
12  South Dakota 11,886,704,000
13  Ohio 10,985,796,000
14  Arkansas 10,396,021,000
15  Washington 10,137,150,000
16  Georgia 9,553,253,000
17  Michigan 9,548,797,000
18  North Dakota 9,066,078,000
19  Idaho 8,577,985,000
20  Colorado 8,320,265,000
21  Florida 7,748,522,000
22  Oklahoma 7,685,923,000
23  Pennsylvania 7,418,591,000
24  Kentucky 6,908,118,000
25  Mississippi 6,144,139,000
26  Alabama 6,005,669,000
27  New York 5,903,803,000
28  Oregon 5,544,788,000
29  Tennessee 4,402,102,000
30  Montana 4,176,854,000
31  Arizona 3,992,944,000
32  Virginia 3,824,723,000

Stanislaus County 3,726,482,000
33  Louisiana 3,650,736,000
34  New Mexico 3,172,992,000
35  South Carolina 2,722,721,000
36  Maryland 2,503,486,000
37  Utah 1,989,907,000
38  Wyoming 1,745,482,000
39  New Jersey 1,371,319,000
40  Delaware 1,329,632,000
41  Vermont 788,552,000
42  Maine 786,997,000
43  Nevada 775,030,000
44  West Virginia 695,416,000
45  Hawaii 593,191,000
46  Connecticut 589,513,000
47  Massachusetts 494,963,000
48  New Hampshire 189,081,000
49  Rhode Island 64,873,000
50  Alaska 43,838,000

19WWW.STANAG.ORG

AG
 FAC

TS

Stanislaus County 
Rank in State Ag Production

1st In Squab

2nd
In Almonds, Apiary, Apricots, 
Cherries, Other Eggs, 
& Sweet Potatoes

3rd In Corn & Cow Milk

5th In Wheat

4th In Horticulture, Chicken Eggs, 
Peaches, Pasture, & Misc. Silage

Source: California Department of Food & Agriculture 
California Agricultural Statistics Review 2021-2022

6th
Stanislaus County Ranks #6 
out of 58 California Counties in 
agriculture production. 

Source: 2017 Census of Agriculture 
Note: The Agriculture Census is conducted every five years.

Stanislaus County 
Farm Highlights

We have 998 farms 
operated by a new 
or beginning farmer.

There are 1,439 
new or beginning farmers 
operating 124,447 acres.

410 of our farms 
have a producer 
under the age of 35.

There are 510 producers 
under the age of 35 
operating 111,160 acres.

We have 6,374 producers 
operating 3,621 farms 
covering 722,546 acres.
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COMMODITY % OF 2022 
TOTAL VALUE 2022 VALUE 2021 VALUE

MILK 30% $1,130,572,000 $801,492,000

ALMONDS 20% $752,971,000 $1,084,744,000

POULTRY 10% $383,168,000 $334,002,000

CATTLE & CALVES 5% $192,802,000 $161,971,000

FRUIT & NUT 
NURSERY STOCK 5% $175,035,000 $145,577,000

SILAGE 5% $173,025,000 $128,631,000

ALMOND 
POLLINATION 2% $87,401,000 $91,483,000

EGGS 2% $84,198,000 $39,840,000

HAY 2% $68,109,000 $45,376,000

TOMATOES 1% $53,478,000 $34,061,000

TOTAL TOP 10 83% $3,100,759,000 $2,867,177,000 

ALL OTHER COMMODITIES 17% $625,723,000 $678,495,000 

TOTAL ALL COMMODITIES 100% $3,726,482,000 $3,545,672,000 
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YOUR
FUTURE
GROWS
HERE.

The change in agriculture today is just a 
glimpse of what lies ahead. It’s why, more 
than ever, we are committed to being the 
partner you can trust, who understands 
your needs and delivers value to help you 
achieve your goals.

Wherever agriculture goes, we’ll be there, 
alongside you, as you lead the way.

COMMITTED TO 
SERVING YOUR NEEDS.

Visit agloan.com/growyourfuture

A Part of the Farm Credit System.          Equal Opportunity Lender.

Your future grows here
SCAN ME

GBD-15827-A  © 2023 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Call or visit today.

Compare our Treasury Securities rates

%
YTM

%
YTM

%
YTM

%
YTM

%
YTM

*Yield To Maturity (YTM) effective 08/30/23. U.S. Treasury securities are debt obligations of the U.S. 
government. When you buy a Treasury security, you are lending money to the federal government for a specific 
period of time. U.S. Treasury bills (also known as T-bills) are appropriate for short-term investment goals, while 
Treasury notes (also known as T-notes) and Treasury bonds are offered for intermediate- and long-term 
investment goals, respectively. Treasury Notes and Bonds are exempt from state income tax and backed as to 
the timely payment of principal and interest. The amount of change in a treasury security's price depends on 
the number of years until it matures. The shorter the maturity, the smaller the change. Before investing in 
treasury securities, you should understand the risks involved, including interest rate risk, credit risk and market 
risk. Treasury Securities investments are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the 
prices of bonds can decrease, and the investor can lose principal value if sold prior to maturity.

Justin Ausher 
Financial Advisor

6624 3rd St 
Riverbank, CA 95367 
209-502-7556

2-year 4.70
3-year 4.38
5-year 4.15

10-year 3.99
30-year 4.13
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Increased Contracted Production 
Forecasted for Processing Tomato 
Industry
 
Source: Brian German, AgNet West

California’s processing tomato industry 
is gearing up for a strong season, with 
contracted production forecasted to reach 
12.9 million tons, averaging 50.8 tons per 
acre. This projection represents a substan-
tial 23 percent increase over last year’s 
contracted production of 10.5 million 
tons. The figure released by the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture’s National Agri-
cultural Statistics Service also represents a 
two percent uptick from the May forecast.

One notable factor contributing to this 
positive outlook is the projected har-
vested acreage of tomatoes grown under 
contract, which stands at 254,000 acres. 
This figure reflects a significant 13 percent 
jump from the previous year, driven in 
part by unseasonably wet weather dur-

ing the winter and spring. These condi-
tions initially delayed planting by several 
weeks, but with favorable factors such as 
record-high tomato prices and ample wa-
ter availability, contracted acreage experi-
enced substantial growth.

Harvest activities got off to a slower start 
than usual, commencing in mid-July, ap-
proximately two weeks behind the aver-
age schedule. However, if dry weather 
persists, the harvest is expected to con-
tinue well into October. As the industry 
enters its peak harvest period, canneries 
are diligently managing logistics 
to ensure the consistent delivery of 
ripe tomatoes to processing plants. 
Notably, the Processing Tomato 
Advisory Board’s data reveals a 
16 percent decrease in shipments 
through August 26, 2023, compared 
to the same period in the previous 
year. This decline can be attributed 
to the late crop start. However, 
expectations are for shipments to 

catch up and 
surpass figures 

from the past five years.

California’s processing tomato sector is 
experiencing a positive upswing in con-
tracted production and harvested acreage. 
While weather-related challenges initially 
hindered the planting season, favorable 
market conditions and water availability 
have fueled growth in the industry. As 
the harvest progresses, stakeholders are 
optimistic about surpassing shipment 
numbers from recent years, highlighting 
the resilience and adaptability of Califor-
nia’s tomato producers.
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Built by farmers for farmers…we understand!

• Heated & air conditioned cab
• Brilliant LED lighting for nightime operation
• Spray booms adjustable from cab with joystick
• RAVEN programmable control system

The NEW E-5000 Sprayer is designed & built to serve your spraying operation  
year after year after year after year after year after year...

BUILT TO LAST!BUILT TO LAST!

• 300 or 400 gallon tank

For more information on Exact products, please visit
www.exactcorp.com or call 209.544.8600

E5000FullPageAgSourceB.indd   1 3/25/16   12:05 PM

YF&R Group Gather in August 

On Thursday, August 10th our YF&R 
members had the fortunate opportunity 
to hear from two experts in vastly differ-
ent occupations within the industry. 

Michael Marsh, VP-Senior Loan Officer at 
Yosemite Farm Credit, spoke to our mem-
bers about several ways aspiring young 
farmers and ranchers can enter the indus-
try. He provided education in the areas of 
obtaining first-time farmer loans as well 
as understanding the credit approval pro-
cess and exactly what takes place behind 
the scenes relating to loan underwriting 
and credit analysis. 

Shortly after, Bill Power, Vice President 
of Power Services, Inc., gave a thorough 
presentation regarding pump and well 
efficiencies and how those effect irriga-
tion practices for farming operations. He 
further educated our members on best 
practices regarding pumps and wells 
while diving into the looming effects 
SGMA will have on farming operations 
located in white areas. 

Continued education for our YF&R mem-
bers plays a large role of importance in 
order to provide members with up-to-
date information and best practices ulti-
mately providing aspiring young farmers 
and ranchers with the knowledge they 
need to start their own operation while 
establishing an understanding for all sec-
tors that fall in the agriculture industry. 

We’re thankful industry members like Mi-
chael Marsh and Bill Power dedicate their 
time to educating the future of the in-
dustry simultaneously creating synergies 
between multiple generations of farmers 
and ranchers.

~ Jace Neugebauer, YF&R Chair 
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Serving the business law
needs of agricultural

clients since 1992

Ms Leemode Atwood Desire
 

https://leemodelaw.com

The Policies Shaping Ag’s Future 
Start With You 

Zippy Duvall, AFBF President 

The American Farm Bureau is the Voice of 
Agriculture thanks to our active grassroots 
members speaking up on the issues affect-
ing their farms. The landscape of agricul-
ture is always changing but what doesn’t 
change is our ability to make a difference 
on our farms and in our rural communi-
ties by stepping up and speaking up.
Our nation’s leaders and lawmakers 
know that when Farm Bureau speaks, we 
are speaking directly on behalf of farm-

ers and ranchers. Every policy that we 
advocate for can be traced back to farm-
ers and ranchers raising that issue at the 
local, state, and then national level. All 
over this country, in 2,800 counties, the 
Farm Bureau policy development process 
has begun. Our county Farm Bureaus are 
grassroots in action, and I am thankful for 
the hard work and dedication you put into 
shaping our great organization.
From farm bill to trade, from regulatory 
reform to food safety, your American 
Farm Bureau team is working on your 
behalf on a wide range of issues, and we 
count on you to provide the policy direc-
tion because we believe you know best 

what works and what doesn’t on 
your farm.
Our policy book is a living docu-
ment that our grassroots mem-
bers regularly update to address 
the latest issues we face on our 
farms and ranches. In January 
at the annual AFBF Convention, 
delegates from across the coun-
try, from all types of agriculture 
and all sizes of farms and ranch-
es, will gather to update that 

book and set the policies for the new year.
There are times when our team in Wash-
ington will see an issue arise, and we 
will ask for direction from our grassroots 
members to ensure we can continue to 
lead the way in advocating for you. An 
issue we’re hearing a lot of buzz around 
right now is artificial intelligence (AI). 
Almost overnight it seems, AI is affecting 
every aspect of life, from our professions 
to our daily tasks, and it has the potential 
to transform every industry.
 
In fact, we are already seeing the sig-
nificant potential for agriculture. AI can 
transform the way farmers and ranch-
ers approach crop management and 
sustainability practices. For example, AI 
can quickly project levels of pesticides to 
apply, monitor the health of crops and 
even run automated machinery. Its level 
of efficiency and utility could take agricul-
ture into a new frontier.
But we must be sure to look before we 
leap with this technology. There is cur-
rently very little guidance governing 
AI and lawmakers have not established 
ground rules, so companies and individu-

als are navigating on their own.
A looming question that must be 
addressed around AI is, “What 
will this tool mean for data pri-
vacy?” For many of us, the way 
we record information has long 
changed from a small notebook in 
our pocket to spreadsheets, data 
apps and software. We use farm 
data not only to manage our busi-
ness, but also to make planting 
decisions, care for crops and live-
stock, and achieve sustainability 
goals. And while AI could simplify 
much of that and save hours along 
the way, many current AI systems 
collect data without a guarantee 
of privacy. No tool should place 
the sensitive information collected 
from farms and ranches at risk.
At Farm Bureau, privacy is one of 
our top concerns and that is why 
we brought AI forward, asking 
for direction from our grassroots 
members via the policymaking 
process. We want to hear from 
farmers and ranchers across the 
country about how this and many 
other topics affect their livelihoods 
so we can fulfill our mission to be 
the voice of agriculture.
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321 Spreckels Ave.  Manteca, CA 95336     (209)  522-3271      Highway 33 Patterson, CA 95363
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ALSO HANDLES
AGCO HESSTON HAY EQUIPMENT
COMPACT TRACTOR RENTALS
PEERLESS DRYING EQUIPMENT
DONALDSON FILTER

SCHMEISER TILLAGE/ORCHARD EQUIPMENT
JAYLOR FEEDING EQUIPMENT
PARTS & SERVICES ON MOST BRANDS OF EQUIPMENT

Boyett Petroleum
209.577.6000 | Boyett.net

601 McHenry Ave, Modesto, 95350

MIKE HEINRICH

209.312.4011 | MHeinrich@boyett.net

Inventory Management Competitive 

Pricing
On Time Delivery

Gas, Diesel, Renewable Diesel, and 

Red Diesel Available

Agricultural Commercial Fuel

Truck & Trailer Delivery

Bobtail Loads Available

California Walnut Production Expectations 
Up From 2022

Source: Brian German, AgNet West

California’s 2023 walnut production is expected to reach 
790,000 tons, marking a five percent increase compared to 2022. 
According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), 
walnut production was measured at only 752,000 tons last year. 
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service reports that the 
forecast is based on 385,000 bearing acres, which is four percent 
less than the estimated 400,000 acres in 2022.

The data comes from the 2023 Walnut Objective Measurement 
Survey, which analyzed 675 blocks with two sample trees each. 
The survey results show an average nut set per tree of 1,004, 
indicating a two percent rise from last year’s average of 981. 
Additionally, the survey found that 99.2 percent of the nuts had 
sound kernels in-shell.

The positive outlook can be attributed to favorable weather 
conditions. A cold winter ensured sufficient chill hours for the 
walnut trees, while a wet winter and spring helped restore soil 
moisture in walnut orchards throughout the state. The result 
has been an expected improvement in nut quality compared 
to the previous year. Preliminary figures also indicate that last 
year’s crop has effectively been sold out.

“Last year, we were facing a completely different scenario with 
130,000 tons in inventory brought on by the lingering effects 
of the COVID-impacted global marketplace and a record heat 
wave last September that negatively impacted the entire crop, 
which led to lethargic sales and record-low grower returns,” 
said Robert Verloop, CEO and Executive Director for the Cali-
fornia Walnut Commission.

The 2023 Walnut Objective Measurement Survey was carried 
out officially from 
July 22 to August 
25. A total of 1,350 
trees from 675 
orchards were 
sampled, with enu-
merators randomly 
selecting two trees 
in each block. The 
survey, funded 
by the California 
Walnut Board, esti-
mates a confidence 
interval of 715,000 
to 865,000 tons for 
the 2023 walnut 
production, bring-
ing some optimism 
to the state’s wal-
nut industry.
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Serving Stanislaus & 
Merced Counties

8016 Winton Way, Winton

Since 1986
•State of the Art Equipment

•80’ Truck Scale
•Maximized Returns

•Owner Operated
•Inshell line complete with 

Satake color sorter
•High Capacity dryer for bin 

or bulk loads

Peter Verdegaal 
209-628-1008

Office 
209-356-0210

Plan ahead to help keep your 
crop on schedule 

The following information is provided by 
Nationwide®, the #1 farm and ranch insurer 
in the U.S.1

Ensuring you have the right products and 
tools to raise a bountiful crop is a year-
round effort. Success takes attention to what 
you need at the farm gate all the way to the 
world marketplace for things like herbicide 
and fertilizer. 

There are always risks in raising a crop, and 
some of them are out of our control. But you 
can take steps to mitigate the risk of your 
crops falling short of peak yield by having 
the right crop protection products when 
and where you need them. 

Get organized and create your plan
That effort starts with being organized and 
creating a plan for what your crops will 
need, even if it’s months in advance. And 
with lingering product supply availability 
issues, it’s a good idea to develop a Plan A, 

Plan B and so forth.

“Mistakes we make with crop inputs from 
planting on can negatively impact yield. Get 
organized, double-check your inventory, 
read all product labels and make sure you 
received what you ordered for the whole 
crop year,” said Nationwide Agronomy 
Specialist, CCA and farmer Derek Hom-
mer. “If you have any gaps in things like 
seed, fuel, chemical or fertilizer, be ready 
to adjust your plan to make sure you’re not 
losing yield potential.”

Don’t get lax after planting
Getting your crop in the ground in the 
spring is the top priority. But don’t let it 
take your full attention. Though that’s 
easier said than done, this is another area 
where good planning helps. 
Other early-season fieldwork can some-
times take a backseat to planting, especially 
when weather tightens its timeframe. As 
you develop your crop year plan, make sure 
you account for every job. 

“With so many important tasks requir-
ing attention to detail, it can be easy to get 

wrapped up in planting 
and fall behind in other 
areas. This is where 

strong preparation comes in,” Hommer 
said. “When you have the inputs for that 
next step lined up and equipment ready to 
go, you can more seamlessly move from 
task to task.” 

Time is always tight in the busy planting 
and early fieldwork timeframe. The same 
is true both your own farm’s workforce 
and any custom operators you hire. “Stay 
in good communication with those doing 
work for or in your operation. If you are hir-
ing custom work, those doing the work will 
be busy as well,” Hommer added. “Give 
them some lead time to help them manage 
their workloads.”

Stay on top of potential field issues 
Once your crop is in the ground and your 
attention focuses on early-season field op-
erations like fertilizer and herbicide appli-
cations, make sure you’re staying on top of 
any potential issues in the field so you can 
act quickly when specific agronomic needs 
arise. Being proactive with crop scouting 
helps identify problems early and enables 
you to quickly secure the products you 
need to solve them. 

“Once your crops are planted, you need to 
be thinking about how to keep that yield 

potential as high as pos-
sible. The best way to do 
that is by diligently crop 
scouting. Keep an eye 
out for nutrient deficien-
cies, weed competition, 
insect damage and dis-
ease pathogens,” Hom-
mer said. “When you 
identify a problem, lean 
on your trusted advi-
sors to help you tackle it. 
Keep in mind this sort of 
team approach requires 
good communication, 
from planning to execu-
tion.”

Nationwide employs 
exceptionally talented 
and experienced people 
from agricultural back-
grounds, including 
on-staff agronomists, 
engineers and safety 
professionals, to pro-
vide the support you 
can trust to protect your 
next. 
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Food and Farm News 

Despite delayed harvest, California 
pear growers are optimistic
California Bartlett pear growers say they 
are seeing a good crop of high-quality 
fruit, even though a cold spring and late 
bloom delayed harvest by about two 
weeks. Lake County pear grower Pat 
Scully, general manager and owner of 
Finley-based Scully Packing Co., which 
packs and ships 35% to 40% of the state’s 
Bartlett crop, said he is pleased by the 
results he is seeing. He said the fruit is 
“sized nicely” and harvest looks promis-
ing. Harvest is ongoing in the state’s two 
main growing regions, the Sacramento 
River Delta and Lake and Mendocino 
counties. 

Canning, fresh peaches see produc-
tion increases
Harvest continues for the state’s cling 
peaches for canning and freestone peach-
es for the fresh market, with estimates 
of good crops that will exceed last year’s 
production. Rich Hudgins, chief execu-
tive officer of the Sacramento-based Cali-
fornia Canning Peach Association, said 
this year’s harvest will likely exceed the 
preseason estimate of 212,000 tons. That’s 
up from 204,440 tons in 2022. In fresh-
market peaches, the state’s estimated 
freestone peach production is forecast to 
be 260,000 tons, up from 240,000 tons in 
2022, according to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture.

Vast rural land purchases in Solano 
County stir concerns at hearing
Farmers and their advocates say the state 
should seek to protect agricultural re-
sources and open space amid concerns 
raised over a company buying large 
swaths of farmland in Solano County. 
At the state Capitol last week, the state 
Senate Agriculture Committee held a 
panel discussion on “navigating threats 
to California agriculture.” The discus-
sion was inspired by a venture known as 
Flannery Associates LLC. Since 2018, the 
group backed by Silicon Valley billion-
aires has amassed 400 parcels spanning 
nearly 55,000 acres of agricultural-zoned 
land near Travis Air Force Base.

California Senator introduces legis-
lation to expand disaster relief ac-
cess
U.S. Sen. Alex Padilla has announced leg-
islation to improve disaster relief to help 
specialty crop farmers recover from cata-
strophic events. Along with the bill’s co-
author Sen. Thom Tillis, R-N.C., Padilla 
introduced the Fair Access to Agriculture 
Disaster Programs Act. The legislation 
waives adjusted gross income restrictions 
that prevent some farmers from receiv-
ing disaster relief under U.S. Department 
of Agriculture programs. Padilla said the 
measure could help California growers 
who produce high-value specialty crops 
but are saddled with high land costs and 
escalating expenses. 

A new California avocado, Luna 
UCR, readies for its market debut
A new avocado, developed by the Uni-
versity of California Avocado Breeding 
Program, is about to hit the world market. 

The Luna UCR avocado will complement 
the widely known Hass avocado. Accord-
ing to UC researchers, the Luna variety 
grows on a tree of about half the size 
while producing approximately the same 
yield per tree as the Hass variety. The 
original Lunas were planted in Camarillo 
and advanced trials were conducted in 
Tulare, Orange, San Diego and Ventura 
counties. 

Researchers: Chemical that can 
harm crops increasing in forests
University of California researchers say 
satellite data is revealing increasing levels 
of nitrogen dioxide in remote forest areas 
of the state. The chemical can harm plants 
and crop yields. While short-lived in the 
atmosphere, it contributes to ozone and 
particulate pollutants, which can cause 
respiratory issues and asthma. Research-
ers say wildfire and soil emissions are 
contributing reasons for the increase in 
nitrogen dioxide levels. Their findings 
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from satellite data were published in the 
journal Environmental Research Letters. 

Grant awards to support climate-
smart demonstration projects
University of California Cooperative 
Extension scientists will be partner-
ing with regional farms to demonstrate 
climate-smart agricultural practices. The 
project, to be led by the UC Agricultural 
and Sustainable Agriculture Research & 
Education Program, recently received a 
nearly $2 million funding award from the 
UC office of the President. The effort will 
strengthen the California Farm Demon-
stration Network and support regional 
farms in practices such as cover cropping, 
reduced tillage, composting, hedgerow 
planting and optimized irrigation.

USDA announces $800 million in-
vestment in rural infrastructure
The U.S. Department of Agriculture has 
announced an $800 million investment to 
help rural cooperatives and utilities im-
prove infrastructure and increase electric 
grid reliability. The funding will also pro-
vide clean water and sanitary wastewater 
systems in rural areas. The USDA said 
the program will benefit communities in 
California, 35 other states and two U.S. 
territories. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vil-
sack said, “Powering people with modern 
infrastructure creates good-paying jobs 
and supports opportunities for people to 
build brighter futures.”
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Scan here to find your local RCD, reach out, and schedule a DU test. 

Is Your DU Costing
You Money?
Now is a good time to have your

distribution uniformity checked
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AG FACTS

Source: United States Department of Agriculture Economic 
Research Service 2021 Farm Income and Wealth Statistics

Stanislaus County Ranks Higher Than 18 US States
1  California 51,290,214,000
2  Iowa 34,917,530,000
3  Nebraska 26,529,508,000
4  Texas 24,785,523,000
5  Minnesota        21,822,631,000
6  Illinois 21,700,564,000
7  Kansas 21,300,135,000
8  Indiana 14,213,689,000
9  North Carolina 13,389,587,000

10  Wisconsin 12,824,537,000
11  Missouri 12,251,892,000
12  South Dakota 11,886,704,000
13  Ohio 10,985,796,000
14  Arkansas 10,396,021,000
15  Washington 10,137,150,000
16  Georgia 9,553,253,000
17  Michigan 9,548,797,000
18  North Dakota 9,066,078,000
19  Idaho 8,577,985,000
20  Colorado 8,320,265,000
21  Florida 7,748,522,000
22  Oklahoma 7,685,923,000
23  Pennsylvania 7,418,591,000
24  Kentucky 6,908,118,000
25  Mississippi 6,144,139,000
26  Alabama 6,005,669,000
27  New York 5,903,803,000
28  Oregon 5,544,788,000
29  Tennessee 4,402,102,000
30  Montana 4,176,854,000
31  Arizona 3,992,944,000
32  Virginia 3,824,723,000

Stanislaus County 3,726,482,000
33  Louisiana 3,650,736,000
34  New Mexico 3,172,992,000
35  South Carolina 2,722,721,000
36  Maryland 2,503,486,000
37  Utah 1,989,907,000
38  Wyoming 1,745,482,000
39  New Jersey 1,371,319,000
40  Delaware 1,329,632,000
41  Vermont 788,552,000
42  Maine 786,997,000
43  Nevada 775,030,000
44  West Virginia 695,416,000
45  Hawaii 593,191,000
46  Connecticut 589,513,000
47  Massachusetts 494,963,000
48  New Hampshire 189,081,000
49  Rhode Island 64,873,000
50  Alaska 43,838,000
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Stanislaus County 
Rank in State Ag Production

1st In Squab

2nd
In Almonds, Apiary, Apricots, 
Cherries, Other Eggs, 
& Sweet Potatoes

3rd In Corn & Cow Milk

5th In Wheat

4th In Horticulture, Chicken Eggs, 
Peaches, Pasture, & Misc. Silage

Source: California Department of Food & Agriculture 
California Agricultural Statistics Review 2021-2022

6th
Stanislaus County Ranks #6 
out of 58 California Counties in 
agriculture production. 

Source: 2017 Census of Agriculture 
Note: The Agriculture Census is conducted every five years.

Stanislaus County 
Farm Highlights

We have 998 farms 
operated by a new 
or beginning farmer.

There are 1,439 
new or beginning farmers 
operating 124,447 acres.

410 of our farms 
have a producer 
under the age of 35.

There are 510 producers 
under the age of 35 
operating 111,160 acres.

We have 6,374 producers 
operating 3,621 farms 
covering 722,546 acres.
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