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Bays Family Ranch 

By Vicky Boyd

For three generations, the 
Bayses have served on vari-
ous commodity and water 
district boards, bringing agri-
culture’s voice to the table.

“If you’re going to farm, you 
need to be involved in what-
ever you’re doing, whether 
it’s water or Farm Bureau or 
advisory boards for different 
crops,” said Ken Bays, who 
farms with his father, Gene 
Bays, and son Daniel Bays. 

Together they run Bays Ranch 
and grow a diverse mix of tree 
and row crops near Westley 
and Patterson. Joining them 
are Ken’s wife, Michele, and 

See BAYS on page 4

Bays Ranch near Westley dates back to 1957, when Gene 
Bays, his wife and three children moved north from 
Ventura County.

Daniel’s wife, Rebecca, who handle many 
of the financial duties.

Ken has served on the West Stanislaus Ir-
rigation District Board since shortly after he 
graduated from Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, 
with a degree in farm management. He also 
is a board member of the Westside Hulling 
Association, of which the family is a charter 
member, and served several terms on the 
Stanislaus County Farm Bureau’s board.

Ken’s commitment to service was instilled 
in him by Gene, who was on the Del Puerto 
Water District’s board for more years than 
he can count. When Gene felt it was time to 
step down, he encouraged grandson Daniel 
to apply for the open seat. Daniel currently 
is vice-chair of the Del Puerto board.

During Gene’s tenure, the board success-
fully developed a project with the cities 
of Turlock and Modesto to purchase and 
transfer about 20,000 acres-feet annually of 
tertiary treated recycled municipal waste-

water for use by the district’s 
farmers.

The additional water proved a 
savior during the recent drought, 
when the federal Central Valley 
Project — which provides water 
to Del Puerto — made zero alloca-
tions for two straight years, Ken 
said. 

During a number of other dry 
years, the CVP reduced alloca-
tions, and the recycled wastewater 
helped tide them over.

The Bayses farm in five or six dif-
ferent water districts, including 
Del Puerto. Although they prefer 
to use surface water because of its 
quality, Ken said they also have 
wells as insurance to serve as 
back-up. 

During those years with zero al-
locations, they idled much of their 
row crop ground and used what 
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water they had to keep their trees alive.

With ample surface deliveries in 2022 and 
2023, the Bayses never ran their pumps. 

This year, Ken said they used them sparing-
ly in the fall just to keep them operational. 

A history of leadership

Daniel, who currently serves on the 
Stanislaus County Farm Bureau’s board, 
became involved when he joined Young 
Farmers & Ranchers shortly after college.

In 2016, he received the YF&R Achievement 
Award and represented California at the 
American Farm Bureau convention.

Daniel also was a YF&R district representa-
tive before eventually joining the county 
Farm Bureau board when a seat represent-
ing the Westside opened.

As an individual farmer, Daniel said he 
can’t keep up with all of the daily political 
and regulatory happenings in Sacramento, 
so he relies on the state Farm Bureau to ad-
vocate on his and other farmers’ behalf.

On the local level, Daniel pointed to the 
strong Stanislaus County Farm Bureau, its 
staff and the relationships they’ve cultivat-
ed with county leaders over the years.

“They do a good job of being involved and 
aware of things,” he said. “I think they’re 
doing the best job they can of keeping farm-
ing and ag at the forefront of what they 
do and what they represent. They’re well 
respected within county government.”

In addition to Farm Bureau, Daniel sits on 
the county Water Advisory Committee, the 
state Broomrape Board and Patterson High 
School’s Agricultural Advisory Committee. 
(Broomrape is an invasive yield-robbing para-
site of tomatoes and several other crops.)

He said he believed 
it was important to 
be active to “help 
shape some of the 
rules and policies 
that affect where 
you work. It’s not 
always a lot of fun. 
but you have to 
make those tough 
decisions.”

Those convic-

tions were born during his middle and 
high school days, when Daniel was active 
in 4-H and FFA and learned the value of 
leadership. Once he graduated college, he 
continued to hone his skills by participating 
in Blue Diamond Grower’s young leaders 
program, the Almond Board of California’s 
leadership program and CFBF’s Leadership 
Farm Bureau.

“Part of that was to improve myself, but a 
big part of it was to learn more about these 
different organizations,” Daniel said. 

Evolving with the times

Bays Ranch dates back to 1957, when Gene, 
his wife and three children were getting 
crowded out by Ventura County subdivi-

From BAYS on page 3

(from left) Daniel Bays, his grandfather Gene Bays and his fa-
ther Ken Bays run the family farming operation that produces a 
diverse mix of row and tree crops near Westley and Patterson.
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ALSO HANDLES

AGCO HESSTON HAY EQUIPMENT

COMPACT TRACTOR RENTALS

PEERLESS DRYING EQUIPMENT

DONALDSON FILTER

SCHMEISER TILLAGE/ORCHARD EQUIPMENT

JAYLOR FEEDING EQUIPMENT
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sions and moved to Westley. He had looked 
at ground as far north as Woodland but 
settled in western Stanislaus County where 
he knew people.

Although Gene said he let his children 
decide their career paths, Ken said it was 
always his plan to return to the farm after 
college graduation. 

“I just like being out in the field and grow-
ing things,” Ken said. “I’ve never wanted to 
have a job where I’m locked up in an ofÏce 
all the time. I just really wanted to come 
and do what I grew up on.”

For Daniel, who received a bachelor’s de-
gree in bioresource and agricultural engi-
neering from Cal Poly SLO, there was never 
any doubt either. His father and grandfa-
ther encouraged him to work other places 
to experience having supervisors who were 

not family. Daniel had internships with 
Colorado and Oregon agricultural opera-
tions and at a local water district before 
returning to the farm. 

“It’s great to see them come back,” Gene 
said.

Over the years, the Bayses have grown a 
variety of crops, starting with primarily 
apricots and almonds. As markets ebbed 
and flowed, they changed their mix, add-
ing walnuts, processing tomatoes and lima 
beans. They also have added custom brush 
shredding more recently.

Gene remembered when the state’s apri-
cot growers routinely harvested 180,000 to 
200,000 tons of fruit each season. In 2024, 
they picked just 50,000 tons.

In the past, much of the apricot crop went 

to canning or drying. But consumers are 
not eating as much canned fruit as they 
once did, and cheaper, imported dried apri-
cots have crowded out California product 
on grocery store shelves.

Nevertheless, the Bayses continue to ad-
vocate on behalf of the orangey, oval stone 
fruit and its producers. Daniel is president 
of the Apricot Producers of California, a 
commodity group of which they’re charter 
members. 

Never ones to become complacent, the 
Bayses at one time tried apples and nectar-
ines, but the markets weren’t kind. More 
recently with soft prices for almonds and 
walnuts, they’ve planted some canning 
peaches and olives for a Tracy cannery. 

“Over the years we’ve tried apples, tried 
nectarines and tried other different things,” 

Ken said. “Sometimes 
they work, some-
times they don’t.”
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Denair Location: (209) 632-2494

Riverbank Location: (209) 869-4424

www.DenairLumberCo.com

As another membership service, Farm Bureau members are offered FREE classified advertising in the Stanislaus 
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Sale Alfalfa. Best price, great 
quality. Bigger Bales especially 
suited to horses. Cook Valley 

Angus Ranches Modesto 209 996 
7365 & Available May- Oct

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS CUT 

YOUR ENERGY BILLS  ELIMINATE 

DUST & NOISE 
Lowest Prices Guaranteed! Largest Selection in the 

Valley! Windows, Doors, Skylights, Soundproofing, 

Licensed, Bonded & Insured. 

Visit Our Showroom: 

1050 Kansas Ave., Modesto

 Cal Comfort Insulating Windows, Inc.

Contractors Lic. #51317 Class C17B

209-527-1310 (TFN)

Wilson Portable Welding 

Structural • Fabrication • General 
Repair 

• Dairy Repair • Ag Repair
•Mobile - 765-3596 

• Shop – 524-3016 (TFN)

RATES: Display rates on request. Terms are cash. Ads should be paid for at time 
of first insertion or immediately after receipt of bill if order is placed by telephone 
or mail.
ERRORS: The Stanislaus Farm News will not be liable for more than one incor-
rect insertion. Errors must be called to the attention of the Classified Advertising 
Department not later than 4 p.m. on the Tuesday following publication of the ad. 
Claims for adjustment must be made within 15 days. We reserve the right to reject 
or revise any advertisement. 

120 SPECIAL NOTICES

Woodbridge Spraying
Field Spraying

Orchard Spraying
Backhoe

380-0727 (TFN)

1000 SERVICES

800 For Rent

1000 SERVICES

Orchard/Vineyard 
removal

Attrition piles too 
Davis Ag

209-670-5278

We haul Rock, Sand, Gravel, 
Demolition Clean Up & Removal, 

Tree Holes, Irrigation Lines & More. 
Lic. # 884701

Home-(209) 848-0538
Cell (209) 525-7715 (TFN)

RON MARTELLA
Custom Nut Harvesting
SHAKING, SWEEPING

AND HARVESTING
883-4819 or 883-0690

PROAG Commercial 
Ag. Spraying

Orchard, vineyard $ herbicide applica-
tions

209-613-6355 Pat, 209-678-8072 
Matt, 209-613-3227 Justin

Visit proag.webs.com

METAL BUILDINGS
  Provided & installed, interior upgrades 
available, fully engineered, references 

available. 
Active Industrial Contracting
Michael Frost - 613-3548. 

Lic. #735904 (TFN)

Electrical and 
Refrigeration Service

No job to small. Troubleshooting, 
upgrades on home, ranch, dairy, and 

commercial buildings.
209-648-7748

1100 MISCELLANEOUS

LOW COST HOUSING Largest Inventory 
in Valley of Preowned Mobile Homes. Ap-
prox. 100 to choose from. Priced to fit your 
Budget. Transportation Available. DLR. 
209-632-0854.

Noeller Farm

farm & ranch management
Almond, Peaches, Walnuts
custom Almond & Walnuts

(209) 883-2417 or 
(209) 606-2084

Kenyon Organic Services

Organic Consulting Services

Crop and Livestock

Carol Kenyon

(209) 484-1097

ck.cattle23@gmail.com

Martin Reyes 

Land leveling, Discing Chiseling
Lice.#954989

(209) 605-4079

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

For Sale: 

Heavy Duty Ripper - $2500
Contact Arby: 209-505-0555 or text: 209-

602-1400

510 LIVESTOCK

For Sale:
John Deere 5100ML low profile with Exact 

cab
Vrisimo flail mower – 12’ & 8’

PBM 500 gallon sprayer with electric valves 
(never used)

Durand Wayland 500 gallon sprayer
Domries float leveler – 12’

Call Joe: 209-404-3326

Verisimo Might Max fail mower. Model # 
SC-100 asking $5000

Orchard float roller 9ft wide asking $1000
Text or leave a VM 

209-505-1731
Need help with your Farm 

Labor? 

Call Lencioni Farm Services
209-537-2186

Spring tooth with attached following harrow. 8 
ft wide, 3 point hook-up asking $1000

Brush rake. Rear push. 9ft wide adjustable 
spacing for 4 or 5 forks asking $1000

Text or leave VM for 
209-505-1731

Dairy for Rent

Permitted for 614 Cows

With Flush and Freestalls 

400 head open heifer facility

Turlock, Ca

Call 209-678-2632

Trailer axle with 
springs $50, has two 
new tires 80" tread, 
Call 209-537-9491

Wanted:
Cash paid for OLD Barn and 

Shop items; vintage tools, 
unwanted junk, old bottles & 

oil cans
209-774-6582

Premier California Properties
Ag/Investment Properties

Marcus Haney
Realtor #01917446

Contact me at 209/605-6727
www.premiercaproperties.com

Orchard & wild land tree 

piles. Smokeless 

conversion to biochar on 

site. Davis Agriculture 

(209) 670-5278

Hampton Ranch, CA
Almond, walnut, kiwi grower

Almond Firewood
150-20 lb. trays of kiwi fruit

$25/tray = $1.20/pound
No minimum required, 

Delivery available
(209) 648-3249 or (209) 874-4894

3/4 inch METAL PIPE, 10 FOOT 
SECTIONS, 700 PCS.
Tom (209) 402-9870 or 

Bob (209) 402-9873

For Sale

’67 2T Chevy Truck w/16’ Bed, 21’ Trailer 
$12,000

‘60s Yale 5k Forklift $6,000
Bin Trailers $1,500/ea

Contact: 209-988-0700
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Ford 3400 runs well
12 attachments, Diesel 

Needs a new home
$9000/obo

Call 209-479-6214

Rene’s mobile notary
Notary Public

Certified loan signing 
agent 

Call for a quote 
Cal 209-252-4641

Insured Bonded Certified 

Weiss McNair 9800 Calif Special PTO almond 
pickup machine

Thomas discharge cart
4 super carts 

Thomas elevator
Duran Wyland 500 gal PTO air blast sprayer 

Kubota M9960 tractor
Schmeiser 10 foot float

10 foot orchard float
PBM HAV 300 weed sprayer 

10 foot offset disk
Cotton trailer 

Call Lane, 209-484-0882



The Largest Selection of Heavy Duty Shop Tools and Machinery In Northern California

Modesto (209) 529-8984          Turlock (209) 632-2315
512 River Road                      712 Lander Avenue

RAYCO INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1969

Air Compressors

Steam and High Pressure Cleaners 
Metal Working Tools and Machinery

Automotive Tools and Equipment, Shop Heaters and Coolers
Hand Tools, Abrasives, Saw Blades and Safety Supplies
Power Tools, Wood Working Tools and Machinery

Used Tool and Machinery Dealer

Sales and Service

California Contractors License 708487
Phil Rumble:  

(209) 996-1517
 

Matt Rumble:  

(209) 996-8161

Topping    Hedging 
(Fall 2021: Hedging Down to 2’)

Skirting

Dual Mechanical 
Brush Stacking

Almond/Walnut 
Conditioning

Orchard 
Management
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A Time of Thanksgiving

Source: Zippy Duvall, American Farm Bu-
reau President 

As Thanksgiving approaches, families 
across America are getting ready to gather 
with loved ones, share favorite dishes and 
reflect on the past year. For our family, we 
continue a long tradition of celebrating 
Thanksgiving in my grandfather’s barn. 
Over the years, that barn has seen count-
less gatherings, but each one feels a little 
richer as we welcome new generations to 
the table. It’s such a blessing to watch my 
children and grandchildren laugh, play 
and make memories in the same place I 
once did. That’s what makes this season so 
special, a reminder of how our love ties us 
all together.

For many farms, this season marks the end 

of the year with harvest but also brings 
us a time to reflect on the work we do to 
provide safe and abundant food for fami-
lies across the country. It’s a chance to look 
across the Thanksgiving table and celebrate 
the fruit of our labor, while also being 
mindful of the families struggling to put 
food on the table.

This year, the American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration’s annual Thanksgiving Dinner Cost 
Survey shows the average price of a holi-
day meal is down 5% from last year, which 
also saw a similar-sized decline in costs. 
But even with this relief, inflation and the 
cost of food remain top of mind with prices 
still 19% higher than in 2019. Farmers and 
ranchers are feeling that pressure too, deal-
ing with high interest rates, steep costs for 
labor and other business expenses, and a 
year marked by devastating natural disas-
ters across the county. We need Congress 

to pass a modernized farm bill to ensure 
we can keep doing the job we all love in the 
face of these challenges. Disaster relief and 
extended tax provisions will also help keep 
our food supply secure and affordable for 
all Americans.

While the challenges our farmers and 
ranchers are facing can feel very heavy at 
times, this holiday season offers a time to 
reflect on why we press forward. When we 
look around the table at our families and 
loved ones, thinking about those who came 
before us and those who will come after us, 
we’re reminded of what it's all about.

This holiday season also presents an oppor-
tunity for us to reach out to others. Many 
of our neighbors and community members 
are still dealing with the effects of natural 

See THANKS on page 13
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OAKDALE CHEESE & SPECIALTIES 

NNaattiioonnaall  AAwwaarrdd    

WWiinnnniinngg  CChheeeesseess  

Free Samples & Tours 

Specialty Foods & Gifts 

Picnic & Pond Area 

Animals to Feed 

10040 State Hwy 120, 

OAKDALE    (209)848-3139 

 

OOppeenn  DDaaiillyy  

99aamm--66ppmm  

We Ship 

Anywhere 

in the US!! 

Custom Gifts! 

Port of Oakland continues to be an agricul-
tural export powerhouse
The Port of Oakland continues to be one of 
the most important gateways for U.S. agri-
cultural products. As of October, the port 
has exported nearly $8.5 billion in agricul-
tural commodities this year, ranking No. 1 
in the nation in the volume of international 
refrigerated exports. “Agricultural exports 
are especially important commodities for 
our port’s business,” said Port of Oakland 
Maritime Director Bryan Brandes. “In any 
given year, agricultural products comprise 
between 37% and 45% of total exports from 
Oakland.”

Virtual fencing ‘game-changer’ for ranchers 
grazing cattle
After the Caldor Fire destroyed 7 miles of 
fencing on their cattle ranch in 2021, Leisel 
Finley and her family needed to replace the 
fence. Finley, a sixth-generation rancher 
at Mount Echo Ranch in Amador County, 
learned about a pilot program for virtual 
fencing that uses GPS enabled collars to 
monitor each animal's location in near real 
time. Livestock producers can draw a pe-
rimeter on a map of their pasture using a 
laptop or smartphone application and send 
those instructions to the collar. The collar 
then uses audio and tactile cues to contain 
the animal in the area. 

Farm families emphasize importance of 
mental health
The Voice of California Agriculture podcast, 
produced by the California Farm Bureau, 
discussed the importance of mental health 
on farms. Tricia Stever Blattler, executive 
director of the Tulare County Farm Bureau, 
spoke with host Gary Sack about losing 
her husband, Robert, to suicide, and about 
the need to speak up about mental health 
in farming communities that face many 
stressors. “We have to keep normalizing and 
bringing that conversation forward,” Stever 
Blattler said. The episode also covers efforts 
in California to combat the oriental fruit fly 
and a message from the California Farm Bu-
reau to president-elect Donald Trump and 
other newly elected leaders. 

Probiotics and prebiotics: hype or health?
Consumers may have noticed a recent trend 
in food and beverage products labeled pro-

biotic or prebiotic. The products often say 
they “support a healthy gut” or “boost your 
immune system” by providing good mi-
crobes that are often missing from people’s 
diets. But how can consumers know if these 
products are really good for them? A new 
episode of the University of California, Da-
vis, podcast Unfold took a closer look at the 
proliferation of probiotics and interviewed 
Maria Marco, a microbiologist and professor 
in the department of food science and tech-
nology at UC Davis.   

Sonoma County farmers celebrate Measure 
J defeat
The defeat of a Sonoma County ballot mea-
sure last week brought relief for farmers in 
the county. As of Friday, more than 85% of 
voters had voted against Measure J, which 
within three years would have banned large 
dairies and poultry farms in the county. The 
measure would have capped the number 
of animals each farm 
can raise, banning 
large farms or forcing 
them to downsize. 
Doug Beretta, owner 
of Beretta Family 
Dairy in Santa Rosa 
and president of the 
Sonoma County Farm 
Bureau, said he was 
“ecstatic” so many 
voters had sided with 
the county’s farm-
ers. “The community 
came together to fight 
for agriculture,” Be-
retta said. “When 
those results 
came in, it really 
showed.”

Agencies identify 
organized farm 
equipment theft 
ring
As part of a 
monthslong inves-
tigation known as 
Operation Tractor 
Pull, California 
law enforcement 
agencies have 
uncovered an 

organized agriculture equipment theft ring 
that targeted San Joaquin Valley farms. After 
conducting extensive surveillance opera-
tions throughout the San Joaquin Valley, au-
thorities said evidence collected accounted 
for 24 pieces of stolen equipment valued at 
more than $2.25 million. Authorities recov-
ered $1.3 million worth of equipment. “This 
is a large-scale theft ring impacting our 
farmers, our ranchers and our agricultural 
community,” said Tulare County Sheriff 
Mike Boudreaux during an Oct. 29 press 
conference.  

Brussels sprouts nab more acreage as de-
mand grows
As Brussels sprouts have become trendy on 
social media and restaurant menus during 
the past several years, California farmers 
have been able to cash in on the vegetable’s 
popularity. “The market’s really grown, 
especially the fresh market, and a lot of 
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PBM Supply & MFG., INC.
Quality Agricultural Spray Equipment, Parts and Supplies

www.pbmsprayers.com       www.pbmtanksupply.comSince 1969

PBM Supply & Manufacturing is a local agricultural manufacturing company 

that specializes in the design and construction of sprayers, tank trailers, 

and chemical handling equipment. Give us a call to find a dealer near you.

-Sprayers-   -Tanks-   -Liquid Delivery Trailers-   -Parts & Accessories-          

Fowler Store
877-688-1334
3732 S. Golden 

State Blvd.
Fowler, CA 93625 

HAV Self-Propelled Sprayers Chemical Mixing Trailers

Injection PlatesWalking Beam Sprayers

UTV Sprayers Parts, Accessories, Repair Kits & More

that has to do with the food shows on TV 
and chefs’ artistic abilities,” said Monterey 
County-based vegetable grower Jeff Hitch-
cock. “It’s really put Brussels sprouts on the 
map.” U.S. per capita consumption of Brus-

sels sprouts increased from 0.33 pounds in 
2011 to 0.78 pounds in 2019, according to 
U.S. Department of Agriculture statistics.

Turkey supplies ample heading into Thanks-
giving
The Voice of Califor-
nia Agriculture pod-
cast, produced by the 
California Farm Bu-
reau, discussed tur-
key supplies heading 
into the Thanksgiving 
holiday season. Bill 
Mattos, president of 

the California Poultry Federation, said on 
the podcast that despite millions of turkeys 
being lost to bird flu across the country dur-
ing the past two years, “I think you’ll find 
plenty of turkeys for Thanksgiving,” includ-
ing fresh California turkeys. Mattos said 
prices may be slightly higher on average 
this year, but that many grocery stores offer 
steep discounts on Thanksgiving turkeys to 
get shoppers into their stores. The episode 
also covered the efÏciency of autonomous 
sprayers, water flow standards for the Scott 
and Shasta rivers, and crop damage esti-
mates resulting from hurricanes in Florida 
and North Carolina. 

“Agriculture is the engine that drives Stanislaus 
County.  Thank you to all of the hard-working 
farmers and ranchers and their employees who 

fuel that engine!  Stanislaus County salutes you!  
I am proud to be a farmer!”

Vito Chiesa Supervisor District 2
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Cattle called

Burlap Bovine gets holiday shoppers 
in the moo’d

Story by Caitlin Fillmore
Photos by Fred Greaves
Fall 2024 California Bountiful magazine

Who says delayed gratification no longer 
exists? Malorie Walker’s handmade leather 
goods are worth the wait.

“My customers will tell me, ‘I’ve waited 
four years to be able to order this from 
you!’” says Walker of her custom gradua-
tion cap toppers, the top-selling product at 
her online store, Burlap Bovine.

From agriculture majors crossing gradu-
ation stages around the country to local 
shoppers looking for special stocking 
stuffers, Burlap Bovine’s cheerful founder 
offers an ever-evolving product line that 

ensures her customers follow her inspira-
tion to “differ from the herd.”

An unexpected path

Walker’s one-of-a-kind leather accessories 
cater to an underserved community of agri-
culture enthusiasts: lovers of beef cattle.

“One of the reasons I took off with leather 
was because people would get me gifts and 
it would always be a Holstein, ugh!” jokes 
Walker of ubiquitous dairy cow merchan-
dise. “I always wished it was a Hereford or 
a Black Baldy.”

Burlap Bovine combines two aspects of 
Walker’s personality close to her since 
youth: beef cattle and crafting. Walker grew 
up on a ranch in Livermore, in Alameda 
County, where her family operated a small 
cow/calf operation. She nurtured a passion 
for agriculture by serving in leadership 
roles in 4-H and FFA and studied agricul-
tural communication at Cal Poly, San Luis 

Obispo.

Walker was always a crafter. She remem-
bers going to scrapbooking parties in the 
1990s and learning to crochet from her 
aunt. When a friend asked Walker to make 
a beef cattle-themed baby mobile, an oppor-
tunity was revealed.

However, an artistic life was not always 
Walker’s goal. “I’ve always been creative, 
but (Burlap Bovine) wasn’t something I 
had in the plan,” she says. After a few years 
dabbling with an Etsy shop part-time, 
Walker transitioned her crafty ideas to a 
full-time business seven years ago.

Malorie Walker's custom-made gradua-
tion cap toppers have become popular with 
graduates who hear about the novelty by 
word of mouth. 

A personal touch

A one-woman business, Walker handcrafts 
every whimsical earring, ornament and cuff 
bracelet. She works from a spare room and 
garage of her home in the Placer County 
community of Lincoln, accompanied by her 
cat, Pepper.

Walker buys leather from various U.S. 
companies and works with other makers 
to source scraps. This choice is not only 
eco-friendly; it allows Walker the flexibil-
ity to create a wider range of products in a 
variety of patterns and colors. Her “on the 
edge” collection displays the raw edge of 
the scraps she repurposes. “These designs 
mean I can use every piece,” Walker says, 
and result in products with “much more 
character.”

When Walker first began 10 years ago, she 
cut everything by hand. She has since up-
graded to a clicker press and cow-shaped 
steel dies. The press exerts 4 tons of pres-
sure on the dies, stamping out the shapes in 
the leather.

While the clicker press has streamlined 

See BOVINE on page 20



YOUR

FUTURE

GROWS

HERE.

The change in agriculture today is just a 

glimpse of what lies ahead. It’s why, more 

than ever, we are committed to being the 

partner you can trust, who understands 

your needs and delivers value to help you 

achieve your goals.

Wherever agriculture goes, we’ll be there, 

alongside you, as you lead the way.

COMMITTED TO 
SERVING YOUR NEEDS.

Visit agloan.com/growyourfuture

A Part of the Farm Credit System.          Equal Opportunity Lender.

Your future grows here
SCAN ME
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5,000 tons of compost is available to local businesses

Each eligible recipient can receive up to 500 tons of compost

from Recology for free*

Compost is available in 25-ton increments

Applications must be submitted by November 15, 2024

Applications can be requested via  

email or by visiting  

www.stanislausrecycles.org/compost

For more information please contact 

Wallace Low at 209-525-6741 or 

wlow@envres.org

*Compost recipients are responsible for all shipping and handling charges for product delivery

Compost Giveaway
Are you a business operating in the 

unincorporated areas of Stanislaus County?



Your agricultural business deserves the best.  
At Grimbleby Coleman, we specialize in tree, vine,  
and row crop accounting, offering tailored solutions 
for your unique needs. With over 50 years in the 
Central Valley, our team is committed to nurturing 
your success. Partner with us.

200 West Roseburg Avenue Modesto, CA 95350 | (209) 527-4220

gccpas.net

AGR I CU LTU R E

E S T A T E  

P L A N N I N G

C L I EN T

ACCOUNT ING

SAFE CREDIT UNION CONVENTION CENTER 

DOWNTOWN SACRAMENTO

The Almond Conference brings together growers and other industry stakeholders to serve 

as the premier gathering for networking, education and research in the almond industry. 

Don’t miss out on the largest gathering of the year for California almonds!

VISIT ALMONDS.COM/CONFERENCE TO REGISTER AND LEARN MORE.

© 2024 Almond Board of California. All rights reserved.



November 22, 2024 Stanislaus Farm News  — 13

BEHIND THE EAST CAMPUS AG BUILDING 

AT COLDWELL AVE. & COLLEGE AVE.

Modesto Junior College 
Nursery

Poinsettia Sale

Friday, Dec 6th
2pm - 6pm

Saturday, Dec 7th
9am - 12pm

Questions? 

Contact schmidigk@mjc.edu

When?

 “Proudly celebrating over 55 years of excellence in our industry” 

 

Call us today for a personalized Insurance Consultation! 

(800) 399-7473 • (209) 854-2000 • www.rppins.com

Lic. 0499798 

  BOBBY ROSA 
(209) 856-8820 

brosa@rppins.com

 LUCIA FARAO 
 (209) 856-8846

 lfarao@rppins.com 

  LEROY ROCHA 
 (209) 856-8839

lrocha@rppins.com 

  TAMMY GRAY 
 (209) 856-8885 

 tgray@rppins.com

LESLIE MACHADO 
 (209) 856-8814

lmachado@rppins.com 

COLLIN STRASSER 
 (209) 856-8831

cstrasser@rppins.com 

ALEX GULLIEN 
(209) 856-8856

aguillen@rppins.com

JONATHAN WEATHERRED 
 (209) 856-8849 

jweatherred@rppins.com 

disasters or facing other hardships, and this 
is a great time for us all to keep lending a 
hand. And whether it be helping with re-

From THANKS on page 7

covery efforts, sharing a meal or simply 
offering support, we can all make a dif-
ference for those in need. Also, if you 
are looking for a way to give back this 
season, then I encourage you to check 
out our Hurricane Relief page to learn 
how you can help support the efforts of 
our state Farm Bureaus to assist farm 
and ranch families impacted by the 
disasters.

Throughout this year, we’ve seen 
countless examples of Farm Bureau 
members stepping up to support their 
communities, and I have no doubt that 
spirit of generosity will shine even 

brighter this holiday season. It's that col-
lective strength and commitment to one 

another that makes us a community, and 
I trust that, no matter what’s ahead, our 
dedication to agriculture and our fellow 
Americans will remain strong.

This Thanksgiving, as we gather around 
the table, let’s all take a moment to appre-
ciate those bonds that bring us together, 
the hard work that fills our plates, and the 
support we offer each other along the way. 
It’s a time to be grateful for what we have 
and look forward to the new moments and 
memories that await us.

From my family to yours, may you have a 
safe, blessed and joyous Thanksgiving.
 
































