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See FOOD on page 4

Mobile Food Pantry 

By Vicky Boyd

If low-income Stanislaus County 
residents can’t make it to the food 
pantry, then the Food Initiative 
of Greater Stanislaus will come to 
them.

Slightly more than a year old, 
the Mobile Food Pantry pro-
gram evolved from Inter-Faith 
Ministries of Greater Modesto’s 
long-time food closet and ware-
house off of Yosemite Avenue in 
Modesto, said FIGS Operations 
Manager Naomi Pulido. By going into 
different communities, the mobile effort 
is designed to better serve food deserts 
within the county. About the same time, the 
40-year-old non-profit Inter-Faith Ministries 
also changed its name to the Food Initia-
tive of Greater Stanislaus, or FIGS, and the 

warehouse relocated to 
650 Janopaul Lane.

“One of the things that 
I and (CEO) Elizabeth 
Wight noticed when 
we had our build-
ing and people were 
coming to get food is 
families would be so 
grateful. But they were 
having difÏculty be-
ing able to take all of 
the food that we gave 
them,” Pulido said of 
their old Kerr Avenue 
location. Some clients, 

for example, had problems transporting the 
food home on the bus.

By taking the food pantry on the road to 
more than 20 sites around the county, she 
said they’re also reaching significantly more 
people than they were when they just dis-
tributed from the warehouse.

“I noticed that people actually like this 
better,” Pulido said. “Before, we’d see a 
lot of the same clients because we were 
in the same locations whereas now, we’re 
going into different communities within 
Stanislaus. We’re seeing a lot of new cli-
ents.”

In addition to the Mobile Food Pantry, FIGS 
delivers at least a five-day’s supply of sta-
ples and produce to about 100 homebound, 
ambulatory seniors or otherwise disabled 
individuals monthly.

FIGS also provides about 32,000 pounds of 
food to 33 other organizations each month 
through the Food Coalition. They include 
churches, congregations, schools or other 
organizations with a tax-exempt status. But 
the food initiative’s reach goes beyond just 
edible staples.

The Interfaith Mobile Clothes Closet pro-
vides up to 20 clothing items, as well as 
personal hygiene items, monthly for each 

household member present. With 
clothing arranged on rolling racks 
by gender and sizes, the experi-
ence is much like shopping in a 
department store. It serves more 
than 200 families each month.

On the road

As part of the evolution, the Mo-
bile Food Pantry program has 
changed the distribution system 
to be more like a farmers market 
that also offers meat, dairy and 
non-perishables. Before, work-
ers would prepare bags or boxes 
of food that typically were all the 
same. 

Now, they have produce stands 
and tables displaying offerings set 
in a U shape that allow recipients 
to “shop” for their food. 

FIGS also prides itself on being 
one of the only “healthy food 
pantries” in the county, Pulido 



4 — Stanislaus Farm News December 13, 2024

From FOOD on page 3

Serving the business law
needs of agricultural

clients since 1992

MS GW ATWOOD DESIRE

https://leemodelaw.com

said. Outside of snacks, it only distributes 
foods that are low in sugar, fat and sodium. 
That means items such as ramen noodles or 
sweetened cold cereals aren’t included in 
the pantry. But they aren’t wasted and are 
shared with other food pantries.

As clients enter the mobile pantry, a FIGS 
worker creates an account for them on a 
tablet that includes a form of identification 
and self-attestation of income. One of the 
few requisites is they be Stanislaus County 
residents. Repeat clients just check in and if 
it’s been about a month since their last visit, 
they can proceed.

“We set up the tables so they come through 
and they see what’s available,” Pulido said. 
“If they don’t want to get (canned) green 
beans, for example, they’re not obligated to 
do that. They can pick what they want and 
get what they’re going to use and only take 
what they need.”

Each month, FIGS provides recipients with 
enough food for at least three to five days. 
All told, the Mobile Food Pantry distributes 
about 110,000 pounds of food to more than 
4,000 Stanislaus County residents monthly.

And FIGS’ monthly food figures don’t 
include additional items recipients receive 
through U.S. Department of Agriculture 
commodity programs. On a recent visit to 
the FIGS warehouse, they included cheese, 
walnut pieces and dried cranberries.

Should clients need food before the next 
month, Pulido refers them to other area 
food pantries.

“There’s a huge need, especially right now 
during a time when food is expensive,” she 
said. “I’m constantly getting calls about 
where else they can go besides us.”

Much of the food FIGS distributes is do-
nated by individuals and companies or 
through non-profit large-scale food pro-
grams. While the initiative receives grants 
to purchase additional food, Pulido said 
they also rely on individual and corporate 
donations to help augment programs or 
cover expenses, such as truck repairs, the 
grants don’t cover.

It takes a village

To carry out its mission, Pulido said FIGS 
has a skeleton crew of employees as well as 
a host of volunteers, and participants from 
Welfare to Work Program, the county’s 

alternative work program 
and the court-ordered 
community service pro-
gram.

Mondays are spent pre-
paring for the week. Early 
most mornings from 
Tuesday through Friday 
and occasionally Satur-
day, warehouse crews 
pull perishables from the 
walk-in cooler. Along 
with pallets or cartons 
of non-perishable items, 
they load the truck with 
everything for the mobile 
pantry. 

Some days they’ll only have one mobile 
pantry. Other days, they may have two. 
Times also vary, with some in the morning 
and some in the afternoon or early evening. 
There also is one each month on Saturday. 

Pulido said they continue to tweak the 
schedule as some stops draw small num-
bers while others draw large ones that 
consist of up to 75 clients. Often times, the 
truck returns empty or close to empty. 

FIGS posts the mobile pantry schedule on 
its website, https://foodinitiative.org/, and 
social media outlets. For those who don’t 
feel comfortable using a computer or smart-
phone or don’t have access to one, they also 

FIGS Operations Manager Naomi Pulido pulls the mobile produce displays form the walk-in 

cooler in preparation for loading for transport to one of the mobile food pantries.
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ALSO HANDLES

AGCO HESSTON HAY EQUIPMENT

COMPACT TRACTOR RENTALS

PEERLESS DRYING EQUIPMENT

DONALDSON FILTER

SCHMEISER TILLAGE/ORCHARD EQUIPMENT

JAYLOR FEEDING EQUIPMENT

PARTS & SERVICES ON MOST BRANDS OF EQUIPMENT

print up a few schedules. The one draw-
back to those is if things change, Pulido 
said they end up writing in revisions. 

A focus on produce

Having grown up around pantries with her 
mom visiting them, Pulido said produce 
was an uncommon sight. At FIGS, she’s 
been working to expand fruit and vegetable 
offerings. Trader Joe’s frequently donates 
perishables, and the food initiative occa-

sionally receives produce donations from 
Ratto Brothers near Modesto. 

Pulido also relies on gleanings, where a 
group goes into a field or orchard after 
commercial harvest to pick left-over pro-
duce that may not have made grade but is 
still fine to eat. For the past five years, she 
has worked closely with Central Catholic, 
which requires its seniors to have at least 
three hours of gleaning to graduate.

She pointed to Del Mar Farms, which has 
allowed gleaning in its cantaloupe fields. 
Not only that, the operation near Pat-
terson educates the students about what 
goes into producing the crop.

“I like this program because of that,” Pu-
lido said.

Recently, a different gleaning resulted in 
persimmons, both the flat Fuyu and the 
pointy Hachiya varieties. Many of the food 
pantry clients weren’t familiar with them 
and asked how to prepare them.

“This not only gets people familiar with dif-
ferent produce, but it gets people to try new 
things,” Pulido said. “It opens their palette 
to test new things.”

FIGS also receives grants to purchase food 
such as the pallet of Cheerios from a ware-
house store that provides an unsweetened 
breakfast item. 

In addition, they purchase fruits and veg-
etables from a nearby produce distributor, 
but Pulido said she’d prefer buying from 
local producers to support local farmers.

“I’d love to partner 
up with a lot more 
farmers,” she said. 
“I’d love to do more 
gleanings with more 
farmers. Even if they 
didn’t want us to 
glean, just having 
more donations helps 
us stretch our dol-
lars.”

Contact Pulido at 
naomi@foodinitiative.
org or 209-572-3117, 
ext. 102.



ROOFING • FENCING • PLYWOOD • SIDING

HARDWARE • INSULATION • WINDOWS • O.S.B.

Denair Location: (209) 632-2494

Riverbank Location: (209) 869-4424

www.DenairLumberCo.com

As another membership service, Farm Bureau members are offered FREE classified advertising in the Stanislaus 
Farm News. Ads must be 18 words or less and only one ad per month per membership (membership number 
required.) Ads may be MAILED to the Stanislaus Farm News, or BROUGHT to the SCFB oÌｨce, 1201 L Street, 
Downtown Modesto. NO PHONE-IN OR FAX free ads will be accepted. Free ads are restricted to farm machinery 
or equipment or unprocessed farm products. Farm jobs wanted or offered will also be accepted. No real estate 
ads and no commercial items or services will be accepted. 209-522-7278

FREE ADS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

Classified Ad's $4.40 per run.
COPY DEADLINE: MONDAY 12 NOON

Sale Alfalfa. Best price, great 
quality. Bigger Bales especially 
suited to horses. Cook Valley 

Angus Ranches Modesto 209 996 
7365 & Available May- Oct

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS CUT 

YOUR ENERGY BILLS  ELIMINATE 

DUST & NOISE 
Lowest Prices Guaranteed! Largest Selection in the 

Valley! Windows, Doors, Skylights, Soundproofing, 

Licensed, Bonded & Insured. 

Visit Our Showroom: 

1050 Kansas Ave., Modesto

 Cal Comfort Insulating Windows, Inc.

Contractors Lic. #51317 Class C17B

209-527-1310 (TFN)

Wilson Portable Welding 

Structural • Fabrication • General 
Repair 

• Dairy Repair • Ag Repair
•Mobile - 765-3596 

• Shop – 524-3016 (TFN)

RATES: Display rates on request. Terms are cash. Ads should be paid for at time 
of first insertion or immediately after receipt of bill if order is placed by telephone 
or mail.
ERRORS: The Stanislaus Farm News will not be liable for more than one incor-
rect insertion. Errors must be called to the attention of the Classified Advertising 
Department not later than 4 p.m. on the Tuesday following publication of the ad. 
Claims for adjustment must be made within 15 days. We reserve the right to reject 
or revise any advertisement. 

120 SPECIAL NOTICES

Woodbridge Spraying
Field Spraying

Orchard Spraying
Backhoe

380-0727 (TFN)

1000 SERVICES

800 For Rent

1000 SERVICES

Orchard/Vineyard 
removal

Attrition piles too 
Davis Ag

209-670-5278

We haul Rock, Sand, Gravel, 
Demolition Clean Up & Removal, 

Tree Holes, Irrigation Lines & More. 
Lic. # 884701

Home-(209) 848-0538
Cell (209) 525-7715 (TFN)

RON MARTELLA
Custom Nut Harvesting
SHAKING, SWEEPING

AND HARVESTING
883-4819 or 883-0690

PROAG Commercial 
Ag. Spraying

Orchard, vineyard $ herbicide applica-
tions

209-613-6355 Pat, 209-678-8072 
Matt, 209-613-3227 Justin

Visit proag.webs.com

METAL BUILDINGS
  Provided & installed, interior upgrades 
available, fully engineered, references 

available. 
Active Industrial Contracting
Michael Frost - 613-3548. 

Lic. #735904 (TFN)

Electrical and 
Refrigeration Service

No job to small. Troubleshooting, 
upgrades on home, ranch, dairy, and 

commercial buildings.
209-648-7748

1100 MISCELLANEOUS

LOW COST HOUSING Largest Inventory 
in Valley of Preowned Mobile Homes. Ap-
prox. 100 to choose from. Priced to fit your 
Budget. Transportation Available. DLR. 
209-632-0854.

Noeller Farm

farm & ranch management
Almond, Peaches, Walnuts
custom Almond & Walnuts

(209) 883-2417 or 
(209) 606-2084

Kenyon Organic Services

Organic Consulting Services

Crop and Livestock

Carol Kenyon

(209) 484-1097

ck.cattle23@gmail.com

Martin Reyes 

Land leveling, Discing Chiseling
Lice.#954989

(209) 605-4079

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

For Sale: 

Heavy Duty Ripper - $2500
Contact Arby: 209-505-0555 or text: 209-

602-1400

510 LIVESTOCK

For Sale:
John Deere 5100ML low profile with Exact 

cab
Vrisimo flail mower – 12’ & 8’

PBM 500 gallon sprayer with electric valves 
(never used)

Durand Wayland 500 gallon sprayer
Domries float leveler – 12’

Call Joe: 209-404-3326

Verisimo Might Max fail mower. Model # 
SC-100 asking $5000

Orchard float roller 9ft wide asking $1000
Text or leave a VM 

209-505-1731
Need help with your Farm 

Labor? 

Call Lencioni Farm Services
209-537-2186

Spring tooth with attached following harrow. 8 
ft wide, 3 point hook-up asking $1000

Brush rake. Rear push. 9ft wide adjustable 
spacing for 4 or 5 forks asking $1000

Text or leave VM for 
209-505-1731

Dairy for Rent

Permitted for 614 Cows

With Flush and Freestalls 

400 head open heifer facility

Turlock, Ca

Call 209-678-2632

Trailer axle with 
springs $50, has two 
new tires 80" tread, 
Call 209-537-9491

Wanted:
Cash paid for OLD Barn and 

Shop items; vintage tools, 
unwanted junk, old bottles & 

oil cans
209-774-6582

Premier California Properties
Ag/Investment Properties

Marcus Haney
Realtor #01917446

Contact me at 209/605-6727
www.premiercaproperties.com

Orchard & wild land tree 

piles. Smokeless 

conversion to biochar on 

site. Davis Agriculture 

(209) 670-5278

Hampton Ranch, CA
Almond, walnut, kiwi grower

Almond Firewood
150-20 lb. trays of kiwi fruit

$25/tray = $1.20/pound
No minimum required, 

Delivery available
(209) 648-3249 or (209) 874-4894

3/4 inch METAL PIPE, 10 FOOT 
SECTIONS, 700 PCS.
Tom (209) 402-9870 or 

Bob (209) 402-9873

For Sale

’67 2T Chevy Truck w/16’ Bed, 21’ Trailer 
$12,000

‘60s Yale 5k Forklift $6,000
Bin Trailers $1,500/ea

Contact: 209-988-0700
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Ford 3400 runs well
12 attachments, Diesel 

Needs a new home
$9000/obo

Call 209-479-6214

Rene’s mobile notary
Notary Public

Certified loan signing 
agent 

Call for a quote 
Cal 209-252-4641

Insured Bonded Certified 

Weiss McNair 9800 Calif Special PTO almond 
pickup machine

Thomas discharge cart
4 super carts 

Thomas elevator
Duran Wyland 500 gal PTO air blast sprayer 

Kubota M9960 tractor
Schmeiser 10 foot float

10 foot orchard float
PBM HAV 300 weed sprayer 

10 foot offset disk
Cotton trailer 

Call Lane, 209-484-0882



The Largest Selection of Heavy Duty Shop Tools and Machinery In Northern California

Modesto (209) 529-8984          Turlock (209) 632-2315
512 River Road                      712 Lander Avenue

RAYCO INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1969

Air Compressors

Steam and High Pressure Cleaners 
Metal Working Tools and Machinery

Automotive Tools and Equipment, Shop Heaters and Coolers
Hand Tools, Abrasives, Saw Blades and Safety Supplies
Power Tools, Wood Working Tools and Machinery

Used Tool and Machinery Dealer

Sales and Service

California Contractors License 708487
Phil Rumble:  

(209) 996-1517
 

Matt Rumble:  

(209) 996-8161

Topping    Hedging 
(Fall 2021: Hedging Down to 2’)

Skirting

Dual Mechanical 
Brush Stacking

Almond/Walnut 
Conditioning

Orchard 
Management
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See Fencerows on page 18

Sharing Your Story from 
Inside Your Fencerows

By Zippy Duvall, American Farm Bureau 
President 

Over the years, I have shared how my dad 
encouraged me to get outside my fencer-
ows to make a difference on my family 
farm and beyond. That’s been a guiding 
principle for me as I think about how I 
can continue to share my farm’s story and 
yours with folks who do not have much—if 
any—experience with agriculture. Often, 
sharing our story and getting outside our 
fencerows means leaving the farm to meet 
with people where they are—from the mar-
ket down the road to the local chamber of 
commerce to your state capital all the way 
to the White House. Sometimes, getting 
“outside your fencerows” actually means 
staying on your farm and inviting the pub-

lic and policymakers to see firsthand how 
farmers care for our land and animals.

America’s farmers and ranchers have such 
a great story to share, and it’s critical for 
the public to better understand what goes 
into growing the food, fiber and renewable 
fuel that drives our nation. Our research 
shows that the public trusts farmers, but 
we should never take that trust for granted. 
We need to be actively building on that 
trust by reaching out and inviting folks to 
see what modern agriculture looks like. 
And that kind of engagement yields even 
greater trust. Our research shows that trust 
increases by 20% for adults who have some 
level of personal experience with a farmer 
or rancher. What’s more, those who have 
had an opportunity to engage with or meet 
a farmer, are much more likely to have a 
positive perception about farming, includ-
ing how farmers care for their animals and 

the environment.

What does it look like to bring the public 
inside your fencerows? Perhaps you can 
host a school group or another community 
focused event on your farm, like a farm-to-
table dinner. You can also extend a personal 
invitation to local leaders to visit your farm 
to help them see how vital agriculture is to 
our communities and our country.

I also believe it’s important for me to prac-
tice what I preach. So recently, I had the 
pleasure of hosting the acting director of 
EPA’s OfÏce of Agriculture and Rural Af-
fairs, Ms. Venus Welch White, on my family 
farm. She stopped by on a trip through the 
area to see firsthand how we have restored 
the land on my family’s farm.

While it would have been much easier to 
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Douglass honors Farm Bureau successes
California Farm Bureau President Shannon 
Douglass celebrated the organization’s ac-
complishments this year in an address de-
livered Monday at the Farm Bureau’s 106th 
Annual Meeting in Monterey. Douglass, 
speaking in her first annual address since 
being elected last year to lead the Farm 
Bureau, focused on local achievements and 
on the organization’s strength in unity. 
“We can have extensive success as a state 
organization, but it doesn’t matter if we 
don’t have strong county Farm Bureaus,” 
Douglass said. “Thank you for showing us 
what’s possible when we put our mind to 
something.”

Young farmers and ranchers urged to en-
gage, be involved
Young farmers and ranchers from across 
the state gathered at the 2024 California 
Young Farmers & Ranchers State Confer-
ence, where they reafÏrmed the importance 
of collaboration within their communities 
to boost involvement and address key is-
sues essential to the future of agriculture. 
The event brought together California 
YF&R members—farmers, ranchers and 
agricultural professionals ages 18 to 35—for 
workshops on critical issues, strategies to 
strengthen YF&R programs and celebra-
tions of member achievements. 

Madera County farm dog wins Farm Bu-
reau contest
Aussie, a hardworking pooch in Madera 
County, won the Grand Prize in the Califor-
nia Farm Bureau’s fourth annual Farm Dog 
of the Year contest. With support from Na-
tionwide and FieldClock, the contest asked 
Farm Bureau members to submit photos 
and a brief story about their beloved family 
member. The Grand Prize winner earned 
$1,000, with First Runner-up receiving $500, 
Second Runner-up, $250 and Third Runner-
up, $100. “Aussie is our family’s special 
dog,” said Kaydence Erickson, 15. “There 
has been no other dog like her that we have 
ever owned.”

UC Master Gardener’s ‘labor of love’ im-
proves health of older adults
The Belden Village Apartments in Claire-
mont Mesa East of San Diego is home to a 

diverse 
popula-
tion of 
older 
adults. 
Shital 
Parikh, a 
UC Mas-
ter Gar-
dener of 
San Diego 
County, 
took the 
initiative 
to build 
a garden 
that grows 
food and 
encour-
ages 
residents 
to spend 
more time 
outdoors, 
getting 
their hands dirty 
alongside neigh-
bors. “The Belden 
Community Garden 
is a labor of love,” 
Parikh said. “One 
that has been made 
possible thanks to 
the knowledge and 
support gained from 
the UC Master Gar-
dener Program and 
the invaluable sup-
port from Amy Zink 
from the County of 
San Diego Health 
and Human Services 
Agency.”  

Farm groups work to 
expand outreach on 
groundwater law
As implementation 
of California’s Sus-
tainable Groundwa-
ter Management Act 
ramped up during 
the past couple years, 
farmers who learned 
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PBM Supply & MFG., INC.
Quality Agricultural Spray Equipment, Parts and Supplies

www.pbmsprayers.com       www.pbmtanksupply.comSince 1969

PBM Supply & Manufacturing is a local agricultural manufacturing company 

that specializes in the design and construction of sprayers, tank trailers, 

and chemical handling equipment. Give us a call to find a dealer near you.

-Sprayers-   -Tanks-   -Liquid Delivery Trailers-   -Parts & Accessories-          

Fowler Store
877-688-1334
3732 S. Golden 

State Blvd.
Fowler, CA 93625 

HAV Self-Propelled Sprayers Chemical Mixing Trailers

Injection PlatesWalking Beam Sprayers

UTV Sprayers Parts, Accessories, Repair Kits & More

late about the far-reaching law have en-
countered additional challenges. In 2017, 
Madera County farmer Makhan Singh 
borrowed money to purchase farmland and 
plant almond trees, long-term investments 
he may be unable to recoup due to the 
law’s restrictions on groundwater pump-
ing. As groundwater management tightens 
under SGMA in the coming years, some 
groups are expanding their efforts to edu-
cate farmers about the law. 

Farmers need plan to keep employees safe 
from avian flu
To protect employees who work with dairy 

cows and poultry from H5N1 bird flu, 
farmers should have a basic plan in place, 
even if their animals are not infected. Such 
advice and other guidelines were shared 
during a webinar last month hosted by the 
California Farm Bureau-afÏliated Farm Em-
ployers Labor Service, or FELS. As of Dec. 
2, 31 human cases of H5N1 bird flu had 
been confirmed in California, according to 
the California Department of Public Health. 
All but one have been Central Valley dairy 
workers who had direct contact with infect-
ed cattle. The workers have all experienced 
mild symptoms, primarily eye infections, 
with no hospitalizations. 

Farm Bureau 
celebrates success 
as organization 
prepares for 106th 
annual meeting
California Farm 
Bureau President 
Shannon Douglass 
reflected on the 
organization’s suc-
cesses this year as 
it prepares to hold 
its annual meeting 
Dec. 7-10 in Mon-

terey. “These are indeed challenging times 
for farmers and ranchers in California, yet 
it’s in moments like these that the impor-
tance of celebrating our accomplishments 
shines even brighter,” Douglass said. “With 
Annual Meeting just days after Thanksgiv-
ing, it’s a perfect time to pause and count 
our blessings—not just as individuals, but 
as part of this amazing organization we call 
Farm Bureau.”

Farm income declines in 2024 amid chal-
lenges for producers
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s farm 
income forecast for 2024 revealed a difÏcult 
year for the nation’s agricultural producers. 
USDA projected net farm income at $140.7 
billion for 2024, down $6 billion from 2023 
and $41.2 billion from $181.9 billion in 2022 
when net farm income reached its peak. 
“USDA’s December report underscores 
the volatility of the U.S. farm economy as 
farmers face their second consecutive year 
of declining income,” the American Farm 
Bureau Federation said in an analysis of 
the forecast. “Crop producers, in particular, 
face dramatic declines in cash receipts, with 
little hope for immediate relief as global 
supply chain disruptions continue and pric-
es for key commodities remain depressed.”   
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Christmas in the Central Valley: 
Celebrating the Season and Shar-
ing Joy Through Digital Marketing

By Kathryn Kim Ramos, Sisbro Innovation 
Website and Digital Marketing Consultant

The Central Valley comes alive during the 
Christmas season, as communities gather 
to celebrate traditions, share the spirit of 
giving, and enjoy the magic of the holidays. 
From festive light displays and holiday 
markets to warm family gatherings and 
community events, there’s no shortage of 
ways to embrace the Christmas spirit. In 
recent years, digital marketing has become 
an exciting and creative way for businesses, 
organizations, and families to share holiday 
cheer with the community, bringing people 
together in new and meaningful ways.

A Central Valley Christmas Tradition
Christmas in the Central Valley is steeped 
in rich traditions that bring neighbors and 
families together. Local towns and cities 
like Modesto, Fresno, and Turlock host an-
nual tree lighting ceremonies, parades, and 
winter festivals. Farms and orchards trans-
form into festive wonderlands, offering 
holiday-themed events such as Christmas 
tree farms, hayrides, and even visits with 
Santa. For many, these events are cherished 
family traditions that celebrate the unique 
charm of the Valley.

Holiday markets, brimming with local 
crafts, baked goods, and handmade gifts, 
highlight the creativity and talent within 
the community. Residents and visitors alike 
flock to these events to find one-of-a-kind 
treasures while supporting local artisans 
and businesses.

Spreading Cheer Through Digital Market-
ing
Digital marketing has revolutionized how 
the Central Valley shares the joy of Christ-
mas. Local businesses, event organizers, 
and even families have taken to platforms 
like Instagram, Facebook, and TikTok to 
showcase the season’s festivities. Whether 
it’s promoting holiday events, offering sea-
sonal deals, or simply spreading goodwill, 

digital tools provide endless opportunities 
to connect with the community.

For local businesses, digital marketing is 
a way to shine during the holiday rush. 
Restaurants share photos of cozy holiday 
meals, bakeries post mouthwatering images 
of seasonal treats, and retailers highlight 
unique gift ideas. These posts are not just 
promotions, they’re invitations to experi-
ence the warmth and charm of the season.
Community organizations also leverage 
digital marketing to create buzz for events 
like holiday fundraisers and toy drives. 
Through online campaigns, they can reach 
a broader audience, inspiring more people 
to participate and give back during the sea-
son of generosity.

Even individuals and families are join-
ing in on the digital fun. Social media has 
become a platform to share Christmas light 
displays, cozy holiday recipes, and heart-
warming stories of kindness and giving. 
Hashtags like #CentralValleyChristmas and 
#HolidayCheer keep the community con-
nected, creating 
a virtual celebra-
tion that every-
one can enjoy.

The Magic of 
Connection
The true magic 
of Christmas lies 
in connection—
whether it’s 
gathering with 
loved ones, shar-
ing a meal, or 
simply enjoying 
the sparkle of 
lights on a cold 
winter’s night. 
Digital market-
ing amplifies 
this connection, 
allowing busi-
nesses, organiza-
tions, and indi-
viduals to share 
their holiday joy 
with the entire 

community.
As the Central Valley continues to embrace 
both tradition and innovation, digital mar-
keting ensures that the spirit of Christmas 
reaches every corner of the region, uniting 
us all in celebration.

From our family to yours, we wish you a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
May your holidays be filled with joy, laugh-
ter, and cherished moments, and may the 
year ahead bring you happiness and pros-
perity. 

Enhance your company's online presence 
with expert support from Sisbro Innova-
tion! Whether you need a brand-new 
website, updates to an existing one, assis-
tance with Online Reputation Management, 
or a virtual assistant for social media post-
ing or phone support, we’re here to help.

Visit us online at www.sisbroinnovation.com, or 
contact us directly at (800) 291-9102. For a more 
personalized approach, call Kathryn Ramos at 
(719) 237-9155 to schedule your FREE consulta-
tion today!
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Your agricultural business deserves the best.  
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200 West Roseburg Avenue Modesto, CA 95350 | (209) 527-4220

gccpas.net

AGR I CU LTU R E

E S T A T E  

P L A N N I N G

C L I EN T

ACCOUNT ING



December 13, 2024 Stanislaus Farm News  — 13

209-238-3000

HOLIDAY FUN AT HILMAR 
CHEESE VISITOR CENTER 

Hilmar, Calif. November 27, 2024.  The 
Hilmar Cheese Visitor Center offers fun 
tours and activities throughout the holi-
day vacation time. Starting December 23 
through January 3 the popular ice cream 
making tour and AgXcape game will be 
offered Monday through Saturday, except 
Christmas and New Year’s days. 

The tour and ice cream making activity is at 
11:00 am. Reserve your spot to “Shake, rat-
tle and roll” with this hands-on activity to 
freeze (and then eat!) a fun-sized bag of ice 
cream. Guests watch the cheesy MOOvie, 

explore the exhibits, can watch employees 
package a 640 pound block of cheese, truly 
the “big cheese.” 

The AgXscape Game is offered at 12:30 
pm. AgXscape challenges “secret agent” 
teams of 2-4 adults or up to 6 with children 
to progress through a series of simulated 
dairy farm challenges to unlock the secret 
answer. It is a fun game style, not in an im-
mersive escape room experience, perfect for 
beginners and those experienced escapers 
wanting a different type of challenge. 

To reserve for the popular activities, go to 
www.hilmar.com/tours. 

The café is open 
with delicious 
grilled cheese 
sandwiches, 
cheese chowder 
soup, cream 
cheese brown-
ies and Hilmar’s 
famous cheese 
pies. Whole or 
original and tur-
tle cheese pies 
are available to 
pre-order for 
your holiday 
gatherings.

The Visitor Cen-
ter gift shop is 

full of holiday decor and now offers cheese 
gift boxes for friends, family, customers 
and clients. 

The gift boxes feature one-pound blocks 
of Hilmar cheese and local Central Valley 
products. The gifts range from $32.95 to 
$89.95.

Gift boxes are available for easy in-store 
pick-up, delivery and can be ordered online 
at www.shop.hilmarcheese.com. 

Cheese gift boxes are also an easy corpo-
rate gift option. Bulk order discounts are 
available with the purchase of any variety 
of gifts of 50 or more. For bulk orders, the 

visitor center 
team coordinates 
in-store pick-up 
and will load the 
gifts into your 
vehicle. Gifts of 
25 or more (any 
combination) 
can be delivered 
to one specific 
location on a 
date and time 
convenient for 
you, like the 
morning of your 
employee party. 
To place bulk 

orders e-mail hccorders@hilmarcheese.com 
or call 209.656.1167.

The Visitor Center is open Monday - Friday 
7 am – 6 pm.  Saturday from 10 am – 2 pm. 
The Hilmar Cheese Company Visitor Cen-
ter is located at 9001 Lander Ave. in Hilmar, 
CA.

Follow @hilmarcheese on Instagram and /
hilmarcheesevisitorcenter on Facebook for 
specials, updates, merchandise offerings 
and more!

Media Contact: Denise Skidmore, Director, 
Education & Public Relations
209.656.1197       
dskidmore@hilmarcheese.com
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As the Seasons 
Change

By Heather Lang

As an outdoor enthusiast with a degree 
in horticulture, I am sad to admit that I’m 
not one of those plant ladies whose homes 
look like magazine covers, adorned with 
vibrant, flourishing plants. Over the years, 
I’ve had plants here and there, but never 
for extended periods. However, this time 
feels different.

Last holiday sea-
son, I received a 
stunning, full, red 
Poinsettia as a gift. 
Initially, I made 
it a point to water 
it regularly and 
provide it with 
ample light. With 
my horticulture 
background and 
experience car-
ing for Poinsettias 
in a greenhouse, 
I know what they 
need. Yet, the plant 
has been moved 
around my kitchen 
and living room, 
often neglected in 
a corner without 
direct sunlight for 
weeks at a time. 
I water it weekly, 
but that’s about all 
the attention I can 
manage during 
those busy peri-
ods. Then, as my 
mood shifts or the 
seasons change, I 
suddenly find the 
time to care for it. I 
relocate it to a sun-
lit spot for a couple 
of weeks, prune the 
dead leaves, and 
shower it with love. 

I’ve often considered repotting it into a 
larger home, but I never expected that this 
same plant would still be thriving in my 
house today. I’m thrilled to announce that 
I’m nearing a year of being a plant mom!

Relationships mirror the care of a plant 
in that the attention I’m willing to give—
whether to my plants or relationships—
varies with my mood or the current “sea-
son of life.” Above our door hangs a sign 
that says, “I interrupt this marriage for 
farming season.” This rings true in our 
home. During certain times, my kids and 

I may go extended 
periods without deep 
connections or con-
versations with my 
husband. We experi-

ence days where we merely pass each oth-
er, and that becomes our only interaction. 
This isn’t due to a lack of love or anger; it’s 
simply our way of navigating life, one day 
at a time.

We envision a future where our family 
farm flourishes sustainably, using innova-
tive agricultural methods that protect the 
environment and boost productivity. We 
hope it becomes a treasured resource for 
the local community, offering fresh local 
goods while supporting local economies. 
Our dream is for it to become a well-
known staple, a place where people feel 
familiar and can trust us.

When the kids were little, I made it a prior-
ity to take them to the fields each night 






























