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M & ] Farms raises East Friesen, Lacaune and Assaf breed milking sheep
near Hughson. See Page 4 for the full story.
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February 25, 2025

Food Safety - FSMA
Q:00-10:30am - Spanish
10:30-12:00pm - English

What is FSMA? Who does it apply ta?
How do | comply? What should | expect during

an inspechion?
Pricing: Membeer §50/Honmermber 560

March 6, 2025

Pesticide Handler & Fit Testing
2:00-12:00pm - Spanish
1:00-4:00pm - English

This is an annual training required by the

Department of Pesticide Regulation.
Pricing Mambar $60 Honmwiminer 375

May 1, 2025

Indoor&Outdoor Heat lliness Prevention
9:00-10:00am - Spanish
12:00-11:00am - English

CaldSHA requires this training annually for
employees.
Pricing: Mambsr 340,/ Monmember 350

s Jhank you to out Sponsors.! v

| American r I
AgCredit |

Your fubarn gross hene
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Mationwide'

2025 TRAININGS

Register here:

https://stanfarmbureau.org/events/

June 5, 2025

CPR & First Aid
8:00-12:00pm - Spanish
T:00-5:00pm - English

CalO5HA requires that at least 1 employee for

every 20 employeses be trained.
Pricing: MemBer J100/Manmemiber J125

July 31, 2025
Tractor Safety
9:00-10:00am - Spanish
12:00-11:00am - English

CaldSHA reguires that employees wha
operate equipment be trained annually.

Prcireg: Marmbar §40/Monmamier $50

October 23, 2025

Hazardous Ag Materials (HAM)

S:00-10:30am - Spanish
10:30-12:00pm - English

Ewveryone operating a class C vehicle carrying
hazarcdous material must be trained.

Pricing: Mambar S400 Monmmam b $50
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Support Ag Youth: Enter the
Stanislaus County YF&R
Sweepstakes!

The Stanislaus County Young Farmers and

Ranchers (YF&R) are excited to announce
our 2025 Sweepstakes Fundraiser —and we
need your support! This year, we've put to-
gether three incredible prize packages, each
valued at $1,000, thanks to generous dona-
tions from insureCAL, American AgCredit,

YF&R

Sweepatakes

Support Stanislaus County Young
Farmers & Ranchers!

- Yosemite
. American .
msgsr(‘:AL AgCredit Farm Credit
Backyard Home
Package Package Package
$1,000 gift card $500 Williams

to Alquist Arms

Solo stove firepit,
Blackstone, Ooni
Pizza Oven

Sonoma gift
card, $500 Home
Goods gift card

C ALL PACKAGES VALUED AT $1,000)

All tickets are $100 each and can be purchased on
our website or from a YF&R member. Please call our
office with any questions!

ETANISLAUS COUNTY FARM BUREAL

YOUNG

ST
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and Yosemite Farm Credit.

Whether you're looking to upgrade your
backyard BBQ setup, shop for the home, or
purchase a new firearm, we’ve got a pack-
age for you! Tickets are $100 each and give
you a chance to win one of the following:

. insureCAL Gun Package: $1,000 gift
card to Alquist Arms

° American AgCredit Backyard Pack-
age: Solo stove firepit, Blackstone, and an
Ooni Pizza Oven

° Yosemite Farm Credit Home Pack-
age: $500 gift card to Williams Sonoma +
$500 to Home Goods

All proceeds from this fundraiser directly
benefit our local ag community. Funds
raised help us purchase livestock animals
from deserving youth at the Stanislaus
County Fair and provide scholarships to
students pursuing degrees in agriculture.
It’s one of the many ways YF&R invests in
the future of our industry and supports the
next generation of agricultural leaders.

Tickets can be purchased through our
website or by reaching out to any YF&R
member. Your support makes a differ-
ence—we hope you'll join us in giving back
while getting the chance to win big!

For questions or to learn more, please
contact the Stanislaus County Farm Bureau
office. Let’s keep agriculture strong in our
county —together!
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Wooly Innovation: Hughson
Sheep Farmers Grow a Greener
Garden

By Vicky Boyd

Marcie and Josh Davis have taken what
was essentially a waste product and turned
it into an all-natural specialty fertilizer they
believe will benefit commercial nurseries
and home gardeners alike. Marketed as
Wooly Garden, their pelletized product is
made from the roughly 8,000 pounds of
wool produced annually by their herd of
500 to 600 milking sheep near Hughson.
The fertilizer resembles pelletized rabbit
chow and provides 9% nitrogen and 3%
soluble potash, according to the third-party
analysis required by the California Depart-
ment of Food and Agriculture as part of
registration. But as Josh joked, that was
probably their lowest analysis, and the ni-
trogen usually runs about 2% higher.

What sets Wooly Garden apart from most
standard fertilizers is it slowly breaks down
and releases nitrogen, providing sustained
food to plants rather than potentially burn-
ing them with high nitrogen rates. The
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Marcie and Josh Davis sell their Wooly Garden wool pellet specialty fertil-
izer through Amazon as well as at the Ripon and Oakdale farmers markets.

wool also readily absorbs moisture, helping
save water and keeping plants hydrated
between waterings.

PUTTING WOOL TO THE COMMERCIAL
TEST

Jesse Hernandez, owner of Morris Whole-
sale Nursery in Riverbank, has been con-
ducting trials with both the Davises” wool
pellets as well as their raw wool. In June,
he initially looked at raw wool as a type
of mulch applied about 0.4 inch thick to
manage weeds in potted aster plants. He
compared it to their normal pre-emergent
herbicide treatment.

“Low and behold, the weed control was
there,” Hernandez said of the wool, add-
ing it provided as good if not better control
than the chemicals. He also saw the plants
in the wool-treated pots were 20% to 30%
larger during the early growth stages, likely
due to the slow-release nitrogen.

In addition, Hernandez is experimenting
with the wool pellets as potential replace-
ments for hydrogel polymers that nurser-
ies regularly use to improve plant hydra-
tion. He blended 2

pounds of wool pellets per 1 cubic yard of
potting soil.

“Normally in nurseries, we try to have a
controlled watering regimen, but the fact
remains that organic soils have a tendency
to dry to the point that water just shies
away,” he said. “The wool does exactly
the same thing (as polymers), but they’re
organic. It's a beautiful byproduct from
something that’s been thrown away.”

Keeping the plants hydrated becomes even
more important in six packs and ground
cover flats where the plants are surrounded
by only a small amount of soil and dry out
quickly. Because the pellet trials were just
started in June, Hernandez said he doesn’t
have final results.

“Pellets incorporated into the soil definitely
work, but because we only started the proj-
ect here in June, some of the plants are still

developing,” he said. “But the early results

are very positive.”

He said he believed the pellets also greened
up the plants slightly because of their slow-
release nitrogen.

Hernandez planned to increase the use rate
to 4 pounds of pellets per cubic yard of soil

(from left) Morgan Lourenco, Georgia Davis, Gregory Lourenco and
Jackson Davis sit atop bags of raw wool waiting to be made into pellets.



to examine potential differences in future
trials.

THE QUEST FOR UPCYCLING WOOL

The Davises operate M & ] Farms, which
milks sheep twice daily and sells the milk
to Bellwether Farms near Petaluma to pro-
duce yogurt and cheese. Since they began
the operation in 2015, it has grown from
about 50 head to the now 500 to 600 head.

The Davises have their sheep shorn twice a
year. But since their animals were bred for
milk production and not wool, they didn’t
have a profitable outlet for the coarser
fleece. That prompted them to look for
ways to upcycle what is a waste product.

Initially Marcie tried making wool dryer
balls, but she found they couldn’t com-
pete with cheap imports. The Davises then
looked into using wool to make a specialty
fertilizer, which Marcie said wasn’t a new
idea.

“We didn’t invent the concept, but I think
it's more prevalent in the Midwest, North-
east and mountain states,” Marcie said.

Much of the limited research on wool pel-
lets has been conducted by the University

After they are processed, the wool pellets resemble rabbit chow.

of Vermont. In one trial using spinach and
tomatoes, the UV researchers found they
performed comparably to organic fertilizers
when both were applied based on the same
nitrogen rates.

Details have yet to be worked out, but Ben-
jamin Hoover, Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo
associate professor of sustainable nursery
production, said he planned to offer stu-
dents research on the wool pellets as a
senior project option this fall.

One area of interest includes looking at
whether top dressing or incorporating the
wool pellets increases water-use efficiency
compared to an untreated control, he said.
Another is whether the wool pellets result
in less nutrient run-off than the control.

As Hoover has done in the past, he said he
also may add using the wool pellets as a
top dress to reduce weeds in containers as a
research option.

THE ROAD TO WOOLY GARDEN

In this age of the Internet, Marcie said they
were able to research how to process their
wool and learned that shredding it first
speeds pelletization.

August 8, 2025 Stanislaus Farm News — 5

They purchased a pellet mill from Indiana-
based Buskirk engineering, but Josh said
he preferred a shredder from Chechnya.

It took six to eight months to receive the
imported machine.

The pelletizing process heats the wool up
to about 180 degrees, creating an easy to
handle product. In order to market a fertil-
izer directly to consumers, CDFA requires
it first be registered.

The state also requires a third-party labora-
tory conduct a nutrient analysis. But com-
pleting the necessary registration forms
and making sure all of the so-called I's
were dotted and T's were crossed was a
challenge, Marcie said. The Davises began
producing the pellets in February and mar-
keting them in April.

They recommend mixing in about 1 table-
spoon of pellets into the soil for each 6-inch
pot. For a garden space, they recommend
spreading 1 pound of pellets around 15
square feet. Based on their experience, they
said the pellets will last six to eight months
before users need to add more.

The Davises currently sell their Wooly
Garden pellets through Amazon in 2- and
5-pound bags and at a handful of Northern
California nurs-
eries. They also
market their pellets
along with their
U.S. Department
of Agriculture-
certified lamb meat
at the Ripon and
Oakdale farmers
markets.

In the future, Josh
said he’d like to
develop a 50-pound
bag designed for
commercial nurser-
ies.

Six-year-old Jackson Davis holds some of the raw

wool used to make the Wooly Garden specialty
fertilizer in his hand.



6 — Stanislaus Farm News August 8, 2025

Photos Contest

Am I eligible?

The contest is open to anyone (professional
photographer or not) in Stanislaus County.

How many photos may I enter?
An entrant may submit up to five photos.

What are the prizes?

The first place winner receives $250 cash and
will be featured on the cover of our Member-

ship special.

Contest Rules

* Photos must highlight Stanislaus County

agriculture.

¢ Written agreement
to terms and condi-
tions is required.

® The model re-
lease portion of the
entry form must
also be completed
and signed by each
entrant; a parent or
guardian must sign
for a minor.

¢ All photos submit-
ted become property
of Stanislaus County
Farm Bureau®.

e Stanislaus County
Farm Bureau may,
without offering any
consideration to or
obtaining the further
permission of its
submitter, use any
submitted photo for
any purpose®.

** Intended uses
include but not lim-
ited to newspaper,
E-news, social media,
general publica-
tions and marketing
materials around
Stanislaus County
Agriculture and
Farm Bureau.

Photo requirements
and preferences

* Images from mo-
bile devices may be
submitted if they are

high resolution.

¢ Turn off the date stamp option on your cam-
era. Photos on which a date stamp or photogra-
pher’s name is visible will be disqualified.

¢ All photos must be in .jpg format.

What is the entry deadline?
Entries must be entered by September 26, 2025.

worldwide, perpetual, non-exclusive license

to use, publish, display, distribute, reproduce,
edit, adapt, and create derivative works of the
submitted photographs, in whole or in part, in
any media now known or hereafter developed
or discovered, including in use on websites and
social media, in publications and for promo-
tional purposes, without compensation or prior

notice to you or your successors or assigns, or
How do I enter? any other person or entity. Entering a submis-
Email your photos to abid@stanfarmbureau.org sion in this contest constitutes your irrevocable
or submit via our google form. assignment, conveyance, and transference of
these rights.
Agreement
By entering this contest, you grant to Stanislaus Questions? Call (209) 522-7278 or email abid@
County Farm Bureau and to its affiliates and stanfarmbureau.org.
member county Farm Bureaus a royalty-free,

-

STANISLAUS COUNTY

Jaum Bureau
PHOTO CONTEST

® WINNER RECEIVES $250 CASH PRIZE!

Submit your pictures of Stanislaus County
Agriculture for a chance to be featured on the

cover of the paper and a cash prize!

.\ .
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. ; Weiss McNair

PARTS | SERVICE | SALES | LEASING | RENTALS | USED EQUIPMENT | NEW EQUIPMENT

ALSO HANDLES

¢ AGCO HESSTON HAY EQUIPMENT e SCHMEISER TILLAGE/ORCHARD EQUIPMENT
e COMPACT TRACTOR RENTALS e JAYLOR FEEDING EQUIPMENT

e PEERLESS DRYING EQUIPMENT e PARTS & SERVICES ON MOST BRANDS OF EQUIPMENT
¢ DONALDSON FILTER

321 Spreckels Ave. Manteca, CA 95336 e (209) 522-3271 e Highway 33 Patterson, CA 95363

FLORY
LEADERS IN NUT HARVESTING EQuipnpgy,. ‘ RUMBLE

X ORCHARD SERVICES

34 Series Swesper ET70 Self Propelled Mut Harvester Topplng @ Hedglng
i . Brush Stacking
o Orchard Management

K60 FTO Harvesics 5114 Shatle Truk
For the linest in Agricaliure Equipment and Metal Fabrication
See all our products at godlory. com
HF-545: 1 167 Salads, CA

RAYCO INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY
Locally Owned and Operated Scuce (969

Air Compressors Sales and Service

Used Tool and Macllillerv Dealer California Contractors License 708487
Steam and High Pressure Cleaners

Metal Working Tools and Machinery

Power Tools, Wood Working Tools and Machinery

Hand Tools, Abrasives, Saw Blades and Safety Supplies

Automotive Tools and Equipment, Shop Heaters and Coolers

The Largest Selection of Heavy Duty Shop Tools and Machinery In Northern California

Modesto (209) 529-8984 Turlock (209) 632-2315 Phil Rumble: (209) 996-1517
512 RIVER ROAD 712 LANDER AVENUE

rumbletopping.com
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FREE ADS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

As another membership service, Farm Bureau members are offered FREE classified advertising in the Stanislaus
Farm News. Ads must be 18 words or less and only one ad per month per membership (membership number
required.) Ads may be MAILED to the Stanislaus Farm News, or BROUGHT to the SCFB office, 1201 L Street,
Downtown Modesto. NO PHONE-IN OR FAX free ads will be accepted. Free ads are restricted to farm machinery
or equipment or unprocessed farm products. Farm jobs wanted or offered will also be accepted. No real estate
ads and no commercial items or services will be accepted. 209-522-7278
Classiyed Ad's $4.40 per run.
COPY DEADLINE: MONDAY 12 NOON

RATES: Display rates on request. Terms are cash. Ads should be paid for at time
of yrst insertion or immediately after receipt of bill if order is placed by telephone
or mail. ERRORS: The Stanislaus Farm News will not be liable for more than one
incorrect insertion. Errors must be called to the attention of the Classiyed Advertis-
ing Department not later than 4 p.m. on the Tuesday following publication of the ad.
Claims for adjustment must be made within 15 days. We reserve the right to reject or

revise any advertisement.

120 SPECIAL NOTICES

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS CUT
YOUR ENERGY BILLS ELIMINATE
DUST & NOISE

Lowest Prices Guaranteed! Largest Selection in the
Valley! Windows, Doors, Skylights, Soundproofing,
Licensed, Bonded & Insured.

Visit Our Showroom:

1050 Kansas Ave., Modesto
Cal Comfort Insulating Windows, Inc.
Contractors Lic. #51317 Class C17B
209-527-1310 (TFN)

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

510 LIVESTOCK

Kenyon Organic Services
Organic Consulting Services
Crop and Livestock
Carol Kenyon
(209) 484-1097
ck.cattle23@gmail.com
Sale Alfalfa. Best price, great
quality. Bigger Bales especially
suited to horses. Cook Valley
Angus Ranches Modesto 209 996
7365 & Available May- Oct

800 For Rent

Spring tooth with attached following harrow. 8
ft wide, 3 point hook-up asking $1000
Brush rake. Rear push. 9ft wide adjustable
spacing for 4 or 5 forks asking $1000
Text or leave VM for
209-505-1731

For Sale:
John Deere 5100ML low profile with Exact cab
Vrisimo flail mower — 12’ & 8’
PBM 500 gallon sprayer with electric valves (never
used)
Durand Wayland 500 gallon sprayer
Domries float leveler — 12’

Call Joe: 209-404-3326

Tractor trailer, crank up
ramps. 20" truck tires $2500
Call 209-537-9491

Verisimo Might Max fail mower. Model #
SC-100 asking $5000
Orchard float roller 9ft wide asking $1000
Text or leave a VM 209-505-1731

3/4 inch METAL PIPE, 10 FOOT
SECTIONS, 700 PCS.
Tom (209) 402-9870 or
Bob (209) 402-9873

Ford 3400 runs well
12 attachments, Diesel
Needs a new home
$9000/obo Call 209-479-6214

Weiss McNair 9800 Calif Special PTO almond pickup
machine. homas discharge cart
4 super carts, Thomas elevator
Duran Wyland 500 gal PTO air blast sprayer
Kubota M9960 tractor, Schmeiser 10 foot float
10 foot orchard float
PBM HAV 300 weed sprayer
10 foot offset disk, Cotton trailer

Call Lane, 209-484-0882

2022 M7060HD12 Kubota Tractor Front Blade/
Groomer*Front Assist*Rear Rubber
Scrapper*For Freestalls & Feed Pushup* Low Hours
1620 *$40,000 2024 Honda 4 TraxRancher*Excellent
Condition *$7,500 100 Gallon Sprayer w/ PTO
Pump* 10 FT Wide Boom w/ hand sprayer*$2,500
Contact Dwayne 209-678-1151

10 ft rears mower $6200  10.5 ft hy-
draulic disc $1850 12 ft spring tooth
$1000 3 blade ridger $2250
3 shank ripper $2000
Cal John @ 209-988-8440
Leave a message or text

Dairy for Rent
Permitted for 614 Cows
With Flush and Freestalls
400 head open heifer facility
Turlock, Ca
Call 209-678-2632
LAND FOR RENT
8 ACRES, OAKDALE
NEAR PIONEER RD -on OID
Owner live in house while leasing.
$2K/MONTH- renew 3-5year
CONTACT: JOHN @ 209-857-9750
jedirect420@gmail.com

1000 SERVICES

Electrical and
Refrigeration Service
No job to small. Troubleshooting,
upgrades on home, ranch, dairy, and
commercial buildings.
209-648-7748
Martin Reyes
Land leveling, Discing Chiseling
Lice.#954989

(209) 605-4079

Noeller Farm
farm & ranch management
Almond, Peaches, Walnuts
custom Almond & Walnuts
(209) 883-2417 or
(209) 606-2084

Need help with your Farm
Labor?
Call Lencioni Farm Services
209-537-2186

Rene’s mobile notary
Notary Public
Certified loan signing
agent
Call for a quote
Cal 209-252-4641
Insured Bonded Certified

Orchard/Vineyard
removal
Attrition piles too
Davis Ag
209-670-5278

PROAG Commercial
Ag. Spraying
Orchard, vineyard $ herbicide
applications
209-613-6355 Pat, 209-678-8072
Matt, 209-613-3227 Justin
Visit proag.webs.com

1000 SERVICES

RON MARTELLA
Custom Nut Harvesting
SHAKING, SWEEPING

AND HARVESTING
883-4819 or 883-0690

Woodbridge Spraying
Field Spraying
Orchard Spraying
Backhoe

380-0727 (TFN)

We haul Rock, Sand, Gravel,
Demolition Clean Up & Removal,
Tree Holes, Irrigation Lines & More.
Lic. # 884701
Home-(209) 848-0538
Cell (209) 525-7715 (tFn)

Wilson Portable Welding
Structural « Fabrication « General
Repair
« Dairy Repair » Ag Repair
*Mobile - 765-3596
* Shop — 524-3016 (TFN)

Premier California Properties
Ag/Investment Properties
Marcus Haney
Realtor #01917446
Contact me at 209/605-6727
www.premiercaproperties.com

Orchard & wild land tree piles.
Smokeless
conversion to biochar on site.
Davis Agriculture
(209) 670-5278

1100 MISCELLANEOUS

METAL BUILDINGS
Provided & installed, interior upgrades
available, fully engineered, references
available. Active Industrial Contracting
Michael Frost - 613-3548.
Lic. #735904 (TFN)
LOW COST HOUSING Largest Inventory
in Valley of Preowned Mobile Homes. Ap-
prox. 100 to choose from. Priced to fit your
Budget. Transportation Available. DLR.
209-632-0854.

Wanted:

Cash paid for OLD Barn and Shop
items; vintage tools, unwanted junk, old
bottles & oil cans
209-774-6582
For Sale
'67 2T Chevy Truck w/16’ Bed, 21’ Trailer
$12,000
‘60s Yale 5k Forklift $6,000
Bin Trailers $1,500/ea
Contact: 209-988-0700

1989 heavy duty 2 axle gooseneck trailer
20' plus 5' long beavertail
plus ramps and wincher
26,000 Ib capacity
$12,000 OBO, great condition
call 209-988-3428

Hampton Ranch, CA
8' pretrested posts ~ 4" diameter
$15 each
Hickman, Ca
Call 209-648-3249

2025 Wheat Hay 3 string bales
$7/bale call 209-484-3493
Leave message, no texts

Fordson Collectors!
1955 FMD
Roll Cage Exr Weights Runs
Needs work Great tires  $4,000
209-768-6060 Send a MSG.

ROOFING  FENCING » PLYWOOD  SIDING

Let's Build Together

Simee 1953

Denair Location: (209) 632-2494
Riverbank Location: (209) 869-4424

www.DenairLumberCo.com

HARDWARE ¢ INSULATION  WINDOWS « 0.5.B.

FRED NETO & SONS
(209) 669-FRED
Fax (209) 669-0545

Neto.,

Commitment to E.xwlhmw
Specializing in:
B.B.Q) Steaks - Ribs
Pork - Chicken -
Seasoned Meats
Fred's Portuguese Beans
Party Platters
Deli ALL OCCASIONS / FREE ESTIMATES

Spreads
1318 N. Gelden State Boulevard, Turlock, CA

WAMN DE PCL

AT - 20

VAN DE POL

FUELS & LUBRICANTS

Celebrating 75 years of serving the
San Joaquin Valley!

We're your strategic partner - delivering
great service with roots in the local community.

Performance delivered.
Fuels | Lubricants | Renewable Diesel

Industrial Fluids | Diesel Exhaust Fluid
209.667.0236 | vandepol.us




California Farm Bureau
Advocacy in Action

Source: Ca Farm Bureau
Water

The California Farm Bureau plans to attend
all meetings of the California State Water
Resources Control Board’s second state-
wide agricultural expert panel.

Farm Bureau was involved in the first
expert panel and has heavily litigated the
issue. Litigation related to the Central Coast
Agriculture Order that Farm Bureau was
involved in led to convening of the second
expert panel.

The state’s second statewide agricultural
expert panel will meet in person and vir-
tually Aug. 8 and Aug. 14, from 10 a.m. to

4 p.m., to evaluate the data collected as

part of the state’s Irrigated Lands Regula-
tory Program and consider the approaches
adopted in waste discharge requirements
issued by the Central Valley Regional Water

Unlock revenue from
by-products

Test or odopt bio=
based inputs

Quality Control Board for growers in the
eastern San Joaquin River watershed.

To register to participate or to learn more,
go to www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_is-
sues/programs/agriculture/2025-expert-
panel.html.

Meanwhile, the State Water Resources
Control Board last week released a revised
draft update to the Bay-Delta Water Quality
Control Plan and seeks public comment on
the document through Sept. 10.

The announcement begins a public review
and comment period on the proposal that
would update measures in the Bay-Delta
plan to protect the Sacramento River, the
delta and associated tributaries

The revised draft includes proposed chang-
es based on input and comments received
throughout the planning process, including
additional options for flow and habitat, and
refinements to the water-user-supported
alternative titled “Healthy Rivers and
Landscapes,” also known as the “voluntary
agreements.”

State law requires
that the state water
board adopt wa-
ter quality control
plans to protect and
balance beneficial
uses of water, in-
cluding municipal,
industrial, agricul-
tural, and fish and
wildlife uses.

urTO

$100,000

FUNDING
OPPORTUNITY
EADLIME JULY 18

The board sched-
uled a public
hearing to receive
comments on the
revised document
on Sept. 8 and 9 in
Sacramento.

Intarasted?® Ermail us to schedule a call,

birpragramsmbeamcircular.ong

California Farm
Bureau plans to
submit written
comments. Addi-
tional information
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on opportunities to comment are available
on the board’s notice.

Williamson Act

Solano County Farm Bureau member Dan-
iel Jones provided testimony in support of
state Senate Bill 5, aimed at safeguarding
California’s Williamson Act lands from
being swept into infrastructure financing
districts.

Jones provided testimony in support of the
legislation, authored by state Sen. Christo-
pher Cabaldon, D-West Sacramento, at a
July 16 hearing before the state Assembly
Committee on Local Government.

The bill would exclude the taxes levied
upon a parcel of land enrolled in or subject
to a Williamson Act contract or a farmland
security zone contract from allocations to
an enhanced infrastructure district or com-
munity revitalization authority. The legisla-
tion passed from the committee with bipar-
tisan support

Ultra-processed foods

California Farm Bureau continues to op-
pose state legislation that seeks to address
public health concerns by classifying food
into two categories: ultra-processed food or
not ultra-processed food.

Farm Bureau’s concerns about Assembly
Bill 1264, by Assembly Member Jesse Ga-
briel, D-Encino, were shared last week
with the Senate Environmental Quality
Committee. While the bill advanced out of
committee and heads to the Senate Appro-
priations Committee, many key issues are
unresolved.

Concerns remain about liability impli-
cations and the lack of clarity on what
qualifies as ultra-processed food. Despite
amendments, the bill still does not provide
the technical specificity for stakeholders to
be confident in its direction. Farm Bureau
plans to continue working with coalition
partners to voice concerns about the legisla-
tion.
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We want to hear from you!

Complete our Membership Survey in less
than 5 minutes for a chance to win a $250
cash prize!

Closes October 31, 2025



Leadership & Education in Ag
Fund Grants $100,000 to San
Joaquin A+

Established in 2023, Stanislaus Community
Foundation’s Leadership and Education in
Ag Fund (LEAF) supports agriculture stu-
dents, future leaders, and current workers
in Stanislaus County through ag-focused
leadership programs and scholarships — re-
sulting in a stronger talent pipeline for the
Ag industry in our community. SCF recruit-
ed ten local ag leaders to provide insight
into the current landscape of agriculture in
our region and help identify impact oppor-
tunities. Committee members include:

Ashley Ahlem, Ahlem Dairy

Joti Aulak, Stanislaus Foods

Celeste Ayers, GALLO

Melanie Chiesa, Martella Farms

Jacob DeBoer, American Ag Credit

Ali Morr Gemperle, Gemperle Family
Farms

Anna Genasci, Stanislaus Farm Bureau
Jessica Godden, Stanislaus Partners in Edu-
cation

Pat Romero, Romero Farming

Scott Severson, Mid Valley Ag Services

Working with SCF, the committee granted
$100,000 to San Joaquin A+, a nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to preparing local stu-
dents to be successful citizens who earn a
living wage in a

MAKE LONG-LASTING MEMORIES

career that they
love — without
having to leave
their commu-

DIRECT

209-238-3000

nity. The fund-
ing will support
the expansion
of San Joaquin
A+’s success-
tul workforce
development
program (cur-
rently operating
in San Joaquin
County) to

LEADERSHIF &
EDUGATION [N WG FUND g

PIWERED BT STRMISLANS COMMURITY FONHEATION

LEADERSHIP &
EDUCATION IN AG FUND
GRANTS $100,000 TO
SAN JOAQUIN A+
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bolster the agriculture sector in Stanislaus
County. Offered in partnership with
Stanislaus Partners in Education, the pro-
gram will provide 100 students (ages 17-19)
from underserved communities with career
exposure opportunities, professional skills
training, and opportunities for paid intern-
ships.

“We are so grateful for this investment
from the Stanislaus Community Founda-
tion and the Leadership and Education in
Ag Fund. At San Joaquin A+, we believe
that every young person deserves access to
meaningful career opportunities, especially
in industries that define the identity and
economy of our region. With this support,
we're excited to expand our proven model
into Stanislaus County, connecting more
students to professional skills, real-world
experiences, and pathways to careers in
agriculture, right here at home,” said Kai
Kung, CEO of San Joaquin A+.

Melissa Van Diepen, Chief Philanthropy
Officer at Stanislaus Community Founda-
tion, emphasized the significance of the in-
vestment: “This is more than a grant, it's a
long-term strategy to strengthen one of the
region’s most vital industries. We're grate-
ful to our advisory committee and to San
Joaquin A+ for helping us build a future
where local talent can thrive right here at
home.”
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Making Healthy Choices, Organ-
ic and Conventional

I love fresh summer produce. Walking
through the grocery store or my local farm-
ers market takes me back to my Central
Valley roots, when I would follow my dad
through nectarine orchards and watermel-
on fields in California. We would sample
pomegranates and pluots fresh in the field,
long before any of these products were
trendy. My dad showed me how to assess
ripeness for good flavor. He taught me to
steer clear of beehives and rattlesnake dens.
And he taught me to value the final prod-
uct over the production method. Whether
organic or conventional, my dad wanted
me to understand how my food was grown
and to appreciate the men and women who
grew it.

Organic and Conventional
We had organic and conventional produce

in our home. It wasn’t an either-or choice
for us. There was no ranking. My dad

S

helped me see the benefits of both, and he
taught me the ABCs of shopping for fresh
produce. Those are lessons I apply weekly
as I shop in urban markets, miles away
from the nearest farms.

A — Assess for Flavor and Quality

Even now, I will call my dad early in the
summer to ask him what is looking good
this year. How did the weather treat the
grapes? Will the early plums have good
flavor, or should I wait for mid-summer
varieties? To be clear, this quality check-in
is all about flavor and preference. If you
like your fruit on the tart side, the nutri-
tional value is no different than fruit with

a higher sweetness profile. Any produce
that has made it to your local grocery store
is safe for consumption. Fruit that was
spoiled with an untimely rain shower or hit
by a late freeze will get tossed in the field.
If your peach has a little scar or bruise, you
can just trim it off and enjoy the rest. Or,
one of my favorite tricks, consider poaching
them for a dessert topper.

FLEXIBLE FINANCING OPTIONS
HOURLY & SEASONAL LEASES AVAILABLE

NEED PARTS? CALL OR TEXT (559) 577-1832

= = F TS

USED PISTACHIO EQUIPMENT WITH JOHN DEERE ENGINES
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B — Buy What You'll Eat

Growing up around California agriculture
and now working on behalf of farmers
across the country, I have had the op-
portunity to see firsthand the sustainable
and regenerative practices that farmers

are using to keep our soil healthy and our
air and water clean. What farmers cannot
control is the food waste that can happen
when produce gets to kitchens across the
country. This is why my dad taught me to
only buy what I can eat—and share the rest.
Consumers can do our part by being good
stewards of the produce we buy for our-
selves and our families. Let’s keep reaching
for those healthy, farm fresh snacks!

C - Clean Your Produce
Whether you are buying conventional or

organic, you should always wash your pro-
duce. But this washing has nothing to do

See Health on page 14

s

SCAN FOR USED
INVENTORY
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with the pesticides (conventional or organic) that may have been
used in the field. I have lost count of the number of times, as a kid,
that I enjoyed fruit fresh off the tree. My dad would simply in-
struct me to brush the dirt off with a clean handkerchief or t-shirt.
Why was my dad confident it was safe for his young daughter to
eat fresh from the field? Just like all farmers, he thinks about the
safety of his family first, and he knows that when it comes to pes-
ticide residue, federal regulations are strict. How strict are they?
So strict that the Environmental Protection Agency sets regulations
for residue levels to be at least 10 times below what researchers
have found to be safe. To put this in context for your own snack-
ing, you would need to eat more than 850 apples in ONE day to
exceed the safety threshold for pesticide residue exposure. (Refer
back to Step B.) Produce washing is about rinsing off any remain-
ing dirt or debris from the field and handling.

Health and Affordability

Ultimately, price is going to be a major factor in my shopping deci-
sions. For example, I am happy to buy conventionally grown car-

Dean Beof Sugponten. of the Stanistaus County Fair

M (! for supporting, and or purchasing a market beef animal! Your

support to youth in agriculture has not gone unnoticed! We hope you have enjoyed the process. Our
SCBS was developed to promote youth with a love for the beef industry. In the last eleven years, we
have provided the following:
1. Increased the average price per pound on market steers from $3.00 to $6.00 /Ib. at the Stanislaus
County Fair

2. Created a carcass contest that awards buckles in the following three areas: Rate of Gain, Carcass
contest and Super Steer.

3. Provides the opportunity for youth to show market beef cattle through offering (5-6) merit awards
per year. Roughly 50 over the last 10 years at $1500 for each merit award

4. Providing scholarships to our graduating seniors who have applied, interviewed and then attended a
post- secondary school. 1-5 scholarships per year at $500-$1,500 per scholarship depending on the
involvement of the youth.

WE INVITE YOU TO OUR ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER ON AUGUST 23"

that allows our committee to honor hard work, community support and the love for agriculture.
Please know that any and all contributions made to our organization are distributed back to the
youth in the forms of scholarships, merit awards, and carcass awards.

Awards dinner will be held at: Sponsorship Opportunities

e Diamond Bar Arena

* August 23, 2025 at 5:30 p.m;
Social and dinner at 6:00 p.m.

e 6055 Central Ave, Ceres, CA 95307

e $65.00 per ticket or choose a level
for Dinner Sponsors

Dinner Sponsorships: Cattle Barron, Prime, Gun, Choice,
Ranch Hand (call to see what's included!)

Award Sponsorships: Buckles & Chairs for Champion of Rate
of Gain, Carcass Contest & Super Steer

Merit Award Sponsorships: Awarded to livestock exhibitor
to help cover cost of raising a market beef

Scholarships: Any amount donated that will be awarded to our
Seniors during the awards banquet

Stanislaus Cattleman’s Beef Supporters

Call or email Lori Marchy @ 209-678-1265 or
Imarchy@aol.com to reserve your spot today!

rots for a dollar less, as I know they are just as safe and nutritious.
I'm also happy to splurge on organic heirloom carrots when I want
a fancier side of roast veggies for the menu. My choices for healthy
eating take into account what fits my budget and meal plans for
the week. When I stock up on fresh tomatoes at the farmers market
this weekend and pickup red seedless grapes at the grocery store,
my goal is to get some fiber and a dose of vitamin C—and hope-
fully, I can find some good deals along the way.

No matter the ratio of organic to conventional purchases in my
shopping cart, however, my purchases are part of a healthy, well-
balanced diet. And I know I am supporting hard-working farmers
who care for their land and make choices that best fit their busi-
ness and meet market demands. These are choices I can feel good
about, and that I trust my dad can be proud of.

Kari Barbic is a director of communications at the American Farm
Bureau Federation.

LOCAL AGRICULTURE
FINANCING

MODESTO MERCED
TURLOCK | LOS BANOS
PATTERSON | OAKDALE
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