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Nearly 1,300 Turlock 3rd graders Ěocked to the Fairgrounds for our annual AgEdventure Day! 
Plans to expand this program in 2026, see more photos on page 15.
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See 'Updates' on page 4

Advocacy Updates from 
California Farm Bureau 

USDA to Issue Emergency SNAP Allot-
ments at Reduced Rate

In a memo to state governments late 
Wednesday night, the Trump administra-
tion announced it would issue Supplemen-
tal Nutrition Assistance Program, or SNAP, 
payments at 65% of their previous allot-
ments. Previously, it was expected that only 
half of payments would be issued prior to 
this change. Expiring funds for SNAP ben-
efits have come into a central focus as one 
of the major programs at risk of impact-
ing millions of Americans more directly 
because of the shutdown. Lawmakers in 
Washington, D.C., were still deadlocked 
throughout the week despite aĴempts 
to pass immediate help for the nutrition 
program. Previously, it was estimated that 
emergency U.S. Department of Agriculture 
funds could cover about three weeks of 
SNAP benefits starting from the beginning 
of the month, but it is not known if this 35% 
reduction will help stretch that through the 
end of November, if necessary.

Staě contact: MaĴhew Viohl, mviohl@cĠf.
com.

Proposition 50 Passes

Proposition 50 passed in the Nov. 4 special 
election. The measure will allow for poli-
ticians to redraw congressional districts. 
Farm Bureau opposed the ballot measure, 
as did 39 other county Farm Bureaus. The 
new districts will be voted on in 2026 and 
go into eěect January 2027.

Staě contact: Steven Fenaroli, sfenaroli@

cĠf.com.

SCOTUS Reviews Challenge on Legality 
of Tariěs

This week, a major case was held before the 
U.S. Supreme Court, reviewing the legality 
of the Trump administration's tariěs. At the 
crux of the argument is the idea that tariěs 
ultimately represent a tax and that taxing 
power within the Constitution is expressly 
granted to Congress. The administration's 
first set of tariěs originally leaned on the 
Emergency Economic Powers Act, which 
grants the president the ability to issue 
tariěs under special circumstances. The 
administration argued that tariěs against 
China, Mexico and Canada were necessary 
to stem the Ěow of illicit drugs and illegal 
immigrants into the country. However, 
questioning from the court's justices sug-
gests skepticism on this line of defense. The 
closely watched case could prove pivotal in 
what has been a signature strategy of the 
president in his first year. A decision may 
not come for several months, though, and 
it's entirely possible the case will be re-
ferred back to lower courts for more consid-
eration.

Staě contact: MaĴhew Viohl, mviohl@cĠf.
com.

Avoid Unwanted Visitors On 
Your Property

Recent reports of potential incidents involv-
ing drone and human trespass on livestock 
facilities prompted industry requests for 
an update. Below are highlights addressing 
how producers can protect their facilities 
from such incursions.

While options for activists who remain in 
public right-of-way are limited, there are 
still several actions producers can take to 
protect themselves and their property. Pro-
ducers should also be aware that activists 
have impersonated government employees, 
allied industry, job applicants and even 
teachers requesting educational farm tours.

Post Your Property - "No Trespassing" 
signs should be "displayed at intervals not 
less than three per mile along all exterior 
boundaries and at all roads and trails enter-
ing the land."

This allows county district aĴorneys to 
fully prosecute trespass as a misdemeanor 
rather than as an infraction. Under Califor-
nia Penal Code §602(h)(3), such a misde-
meanor conviction is punishable by fines of 
up $1,000 and/or six months in jail.

To limit success of trespassers from using 
the "I didn't see the sign" defense, some in 
law enforcement recommend positioning 
suĜcient signage so it can be seen from any 
point at the property border.

Immediately Call the Sheriě - When alerted 
to the presence of trespassers, employees 
should immediately contact the local sher-
iě or police department. If employees are 
uncomfortable contacting law enforcement 
themselves, they should be trained and em-
powered to contact the farm's owner and 
manager. Consider also leĴing your county 
Farm Bureau know of the incident.

Don't Engage - Activists cherish video 
footage of angry farmers to use for public-
ity and fundraising, so resist the urge to 
confront or debate trespassers. Photos of 
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trespassers, vehicles and license plates, 
however, can be useful later in court and 
alert the dairy community.

Advise Law Enforcement - A frequent ploy 
of activist trespassers is to aĴempt to con-
fuse law enforcement by claiming authority 
to trespass in the context of an "open res-
cue" for abandoned or mistreated animals. 
No such authority exists as was clearly 
demonstrated by the recent conviction of a 
animal liberation activist of felony conspir-
acy and misdemeanor counts of trespassing 
on a Sonoma County poultry facility.

Check Credentials - For safety and 
biosecurity reasons, virtually all legitimate 
government agencies will arrange farm 
visits in advance. The identification creden-
tials of any unfamiliar or unexpected gov-
ernment employee should be scrutinized, 
photographed and confirmed by phone call 
to the agency's main oĜce.

Employ Vigilance in Hiring - Activists 
making false inquiries about employment 
is a persistent problem. A California Dairy 
Quality Assurance Program newsleĴer 
article, Vigilance in Your Hiring Process, 
highlights important precautions to iden-
tify an activist intent on collecting under-
cover video recordings.

In collaboration with our law enforcement 
partners, CDQAP has developed an info-
graphic that highlights the most important 
farm security practices. CDQAP's webpage, 
Dealing with Trespass and Drones on Cali-
fornia Dairies, provides more comprehen-
sive information on how to most eěectively 
assist law enforcement.

Staě contact: Steven Fenaroli, sfenaroli@
cĠf.com.

Labor Department Resumes Visa Process-
ing

Earlier this week, the U.S. Department of 
Labor announced it would resume process-
ing several diěerent worker visa programs, 
including the H-2A program. The govern-
ment shutdown had slowed and halted 

many of the functions related to new appli-
cations in particular, but the H-2A and sev-
eral other visas are now designated as "es-
sential" functions, bringing back previously 
furloughed workers to assist in processing. 
There is likely to be a backlog to some de-
gree, with additional delays expected as the 
department works to get back to its regu-
lar capacity. Please reach out to California 
Farm Bureau staě if you continue to have 
challenges with ongoing applications.

Staě contact: MaĴhew Viohl, mviohl@cĠf.
com.

DPR Anticoagulant Rodenticides: Farm 
Bureau Comments SubmiĴed

California Farm Bureau submiĴed formal 
comments to the California Department of 
Pesticide Regulation on its proposed miti-
gation for first- and second-generation anti-
coagulant rodenticides. The leĴer supports 
a science-based approach that preserves 
eěective tools for managing destructive 
rodent pressures on farms. Farm Bureau 
urged DPR to clarify allowable use sites so 
essential agricultural areas such as irriga-
tion canals, levees and farm access roads 
remain eligible; partner with the Univer-
sity of California Cooperative Extension to 
certify and deliver the required sustainable 
rodent management training; align "site" 
definitions and recordkeeping with existing 
pesticide use reporting; and provide Ěex-
ibility on baiting duration limits and a prac-
tical implementation timeline. Farm Bureau 
also emphasized the public-health impor-
tance of controlling rodents that spread dis-
eases and contaminate feed, water systems 
and food-handling areas.

Staě contact: Isabella Quiñonez, iqui-
nonez@cĠf.com.

Trade Deal Announced Between US and 
China

Last week, President Trump met with 
China's President Xi Jinping in South Ko-
rea, in part to further negotiate on the trade 
challenges facing both countries. The two 
sides came to a tentative trade deal that 

would renew purchases of American soy-
beans, which had stopped since June. In 
addition, China is supposed to suspend 
several of its agricultural tariěs, including 
chicken, corn, wheat, pork, fruits, veg-
etables and other commodities. A fact sheet 
can be found here, with more expected to 
be released. The back and forth between the 
two countries since late spring has resulted 
in several impacts across the agricultural 
industry and others, as China has been one 
of the few nations willing to match Ameri-
can tariěs with its own. The deal hopefully 
represents a cooling period between the 
two nations, as increased costs and supply 
chain disruptions have had ripple eěects 
across the broader global economy.
Staě contact: MaĴhew Viohl, mviohl@cĠf.
com.

Fact vs. Fiction: Correcting Myths About 
California's Dairy Methane 
Reduction Eěorts

During the past eight years, California's 
dairy farms have collectively achieved an 
annual reduction of 5 million metric tons of 
methane (CO2e) and counting. This is im-
portant, as scientists agree that reductions 
in methane emissions are critical to slowing 
global warming. The world-leading eěort 
has drawn some well-deserved aĴention. 
Unfortunately, there are several common 
myths and misconceptions about California 
dairy's methane reduction programs. Let's 
explore the misnomers and the facts.

Click to read the facts surrounding these 
four myths.:
•	 Myth #1: California's methane reduc-
tion eěorts are focused on digesters.
•	 Myth #2: Methane reduction policies 
are encouraging dairy farms to grow larger.
•	 Myth #3: Policies encourage the cre-
ation of more methane for digester capture.
•	 Myth #4: California dairy farms op-
erate without regulation.

Staě contact: Steven Fenaroli, sfenaroli@
cĠf.com.
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MIKE HEINRICH
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Farm State of Mind Alliance: A New 
Chapter in Taking Care of Our Own

Source: Zippy Duvall, American Farm Bu-
reau President

Farming has always taken resilience. But 
it takes honesty, too. Honesty about the 
stress, worry and exhaustion, which so 
many farmers and ranchers carry quietly.

When I talk with farmers and ranchers 
across the country, I hear stories that are 
both familiar and deeply personal. Markets 
swing overnight. Weather doesn’t cooper-

ate. The cost to raise a crop keeps rising. 
And even on the good days, there’s the con-
stant weight of responsibility—to our fami-
lies, to our land, and to the legacy we’re 
building for the next generation. That’s a 
lot for anyone to shoulder.

We don’t always talk about the impact 
these pressures have on our mental well-
ness, but we should. Because, sadly, the 
truth is farmer suicide rates are two to five 
times higher than the national average. Be-
hind those numbers are people we know—
neighbors, friends and family members—
who have struggled in silence for too long.

At Farm Bureau, we 
believe that strength 
is not measured in 
bushels or bales. 
It’s measured in our 
willingness to look 
out for one another. 
To admit, “I’m not 
okay,” and to say, 
“You’re not alone.” 
That belief has fu-
eled our work to 
make mental health 
resources accessible 
and practical for 
farmers and our rural 
communities. And 
this year, we’re tak-
ing another big step 
forward.

I’m so proud that 
American Farm Bu-
reau is joining forces 
with Farm Founda-
tion’s Farm Family 
Wellness Alliance to 
create the new Farm 
State of Mind Alli-
ance. This is the next 
phase of our ongoing 
commitment to rural 
mental wellness. This 
expanded coalition 
brings together agri-
cultural organizations 
across the country 

with a shared goal: to make sure every farm 
family has the resources they need to take 
care of their mental health.

The Alliance builds on the progress we 
have made through Farm State of Mind, 
advancing access to tools, training and sup-
port that meet people where they are. Our 
resources include programs like Together-
all, a 24/7 online peer-to-peer community 
moderated by licensed mental health pro-
fessionals, and Personal Assistance Servic-
es, which provides confidential counseling, 
financial consultations, and stress manage-
ment resources to anyone who needs them. 
These services are completely free to farm 
families nationwide.

What makes this eěort powerful isn’t just 
the programs themselves. It’s the fact that 
agriculture is coming together to lead 
the charge. We are combining the trusted 
voices of organizations farmers already 
know, starting with our founding mem-
bers—Farm Bureau, National Farmers 
Union, National 4-H Council and Farm 
Foundation—to reach further and respond 
faster. The Alliance will amplify the impact 
of Farm State of Mind, allowing for greater 
reach into rural communities.

Whether you’re looking for help, or just 
want to support the cause, there’s a place 
for you in the Farm State of Mind Alliance. 
Partners, advocates and neighbors can 
all play a part by sharing these resources, 
starting conversations, and helping to break 
down the stigma around mental health.

We’ve seen the diěerence it makes when 
one person reaches out. All it takes is ask-
ing a friend how they’re really doing, or 
sharing a resource that might just save a 
life. Those small steps are how we show 
each other: “It’s okay not to be okay, and 
it’s okay to ask for help.”

The health of our farms depends on the 
health of our farmers. Together, we can 
make sure that when the next generation 
takes over the fields and herds we have 
built, they inherit a culture that values men-
tal wellness just as much as hard work. 
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Sale Alfalfa. Best price, great 
quality. Bigger Bales especially 
suited to horses. Cook Valley 

Angus Ranches Modesto 209 996 
7365 & Available May- Oct

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS CUT 

YOUR ENERGY BILLS  ELIMINATE 

DUST & NOISE 
Lowest Prices Guaranteed! Largest Selection in the 

Valley! Windows, Doors, Skylights, Soundproofing, 

Licensed, Bonded & Insured. 
Visit Our Showroom: 

1050 Kansas Ave., Modesto

 Cal Comfort Insulating Windows, Inc.

Contractors Lic. #51317 Class C17B

209-527-1310 (TFN) Wilson Portable Welding 

Structural • Fabrication • General 
Repair 

• Dairy Repair • Ag Repair
•Mobile - 765-3596 

• Shop – 524-3016 (TFN)

RATES: Display rates on request. Terms are cash. Ads should be paid for at time of first 
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Woodbridge Spraying
Field Spraying

Orchard Spraying
Backhoe

380-0727 (TFN)

1000 SERVICES

800 For Rent

1000 SERVICES

Increase Soil Health
Apply worm casting

Bio Char Blend
Call Davis Ag
209-670-5278

We haul Rock, Sand, Gravel, 
Demolition Clean Up & Removal, 

Tree Holes, Irrigation Lines & More. 
Lic. # 884701

Home-(209) 848-0538
Cell (209) 525-7715 (TFN)

RON MARTELLA
Custom Nut Harvesting
SHAKING, SWEEPING

AND HARVESTING
883-4819 or 883-0690

PROAG Commercial 

Ag. Spraying

Orchard, vineyard $ herbicide 
applications

209-613-6355 Pat, 209-678-8072 
Matt, 209-613-3227 Justin

Visit proag.webs.com

METAL BUILDINGS
  Provided & installed, interior upgrades 
available, fully engineered, references 
available. Active Industrial Contracting

Michael Frost - 613-3548. 
Lic. #735904 (TFN)

Electrical and 
Refrigeration Service

No job to small. Troubleshooting, 
upgrades on home, ranch, dairy, and 

commercial buildings.
209-648-7748

1100 MISCELLANEOUS

LOW COST HOUSING Largest Inventory 
in Valley of Preowned Mobile Homes. Ap-
prox. 100 to choose from. Priced to ¿t your 
Budget. Transportation Available. DLR. 
209-632-0854.

Noeller Farm

farm & ranch management
Almond, Peaches, Walnuts
custom Almond & Walnuts

(209) 883-2417 or 
(209) 606-2084

Kenyon Organic Services
Organic Consulting Services

Crop and Livestock
Carol Kenyon
(209) 484-1097

ck.cattle23@gmail.com

Martin Reyes 

Land leveling, Discing Chiseling
Lice.#954989

(209) 605-4079

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

510 LIVESTOCK

For Sale:
John Deere 5100ML low pro¿le with Exact cab

Vrisimo Àail mower – 12’ & 8’
PBM 500 gallon sprayer with electric valves (never 

used)
Durand Wayland 500 gallon sprayer

Domries Àoat leveler – 12’                                               

Call Joe: 209-404-3326

Verisimo Might Max fail mower. Model # 
SC-100 asking $5000

Orchard Àoat roller 9ft wide asking $1000
Text or leave a VM    209-505-1731

Need help with your Farm 

Labor? 

Call Lencioni Farm Services
209-537-2186

Spring tooth with attached following harrow. 8 
ft wide, 3 point hook-up asking $1000

Brush rake. Rear push. 9ft wide adjustable 
spacing for 4 or 5 forks asking $1000

Text or leave VM for 
209-505-1731

Dairy for Rent

Permitted for 614 Cows

With Flush and Freestalls 

400 head open heifer facility

Turlock, Ca

Call 209-678-2632

Tractor trailer, crank up 
ramps. 20" truck tires $2500

Call 209-537-9491

Wanted:
Cash paid for OLD Barn and Shop 

items; vintage tools, unwanted junk, old 
bottles & oil cans

209-774-6582

Premier California Properties
Ag/Investment Properties

Marcus Haney
Realtor #01917446

Contact me at 209/605-6727
www.premiercaproperties.com

Orchard & wild land tree piles. 

Smokeless 

conversion to biochar on site. 

Davis Agriculture 

(209) 670-5278

Fordson Collectors!
1955 FMD 

Roll Cage Exr    Weights   Runs 
Needs work   Great tires   $4,000

209-768-6060   Send a MSG.

3/4 inch METAL PIPE, 10 FOOT 
SECTIONS, 700 PCS.
Tom (209) 402-9870 or 

Bob (209) 402-9873

1989 heavy duty 2 axle gooseneck trailer
20' plus 5' long beavertail
plus ramps and wincher

26,000 lb capacity
$12,000 OBO, great condition

call 209-988-3428

For Sale

’67 2T Chevy Truck w/16’ Bed, 21’ Trailer 
$12,000

‘60s Yale 5k Forklift $6,000
Bin Trailers $1,500/ea

Contact: 209-988-0700

Ford 3400 runs well
12 aĴachments, Diesel 

Needs a new home
$9000/obo   Call 209-479-6214

Rene’s mobile notary
Notary Public

Certified loan signing 
agent 

Call for a quote 
Cal 209-252-4641

Insured Bonded Certified 

Weiss McNair 9800 Calif Special PTO almond pickup 
machine. homas discharge cart
4 super carts, Thomas elevator

Duran Wyland 500 gal PTO air blast sprayer 
Kubota M9960 tractor, Schmeiser 10 foot Ěoat

10 foot orchard Ěoat
PBM HAV 300 weed sprayer 

10 foot oěset disk, CoĴon trailer 
Call Lane, 209-484-0882

2022 M7060HD12 Kubota Tractor Front Blade/
Groomer*Front Assist*Rear Rubber

Scrapper*For Freestalls & Feed Pushup* Low Hours 
1620 *$40,000     2024 Honda 4 TraxRancher*Excellent 

Condition *$7,500    100 Gallon Sprayer w/ PTO 
Pump* 10 FT Wide Boom w/ hand sprayer*$2,500

Contact Dwayne 209-678-1151

LAND FOR RENT
8 ACRES, OAKDALE
NEAR PIONEER RD -on OID

Owner live in house while leasing.

$2K/MONTH- renew 3-5year
CONTACT: JOHN @ 209-857-9750

jcdirect420@gmail.com

Hampton Ranch, CA
8' pretrested posts  ~  4" diameter

$15 each
Hickman, Ca

Call 209-648-3249

10 ft rears mower $6200     10.5 ft hy-
draulic disc $1850     12 ft spring tooth 

$1000     3 blade ridger $2250 
3 shank ripper $2000

Cal John @ 209-988-8440
Leave a message or text

2025 Wheat Hay 3 string bales 
$7/bale call 209-484-3493
Leave message, no texts

For sale Jackrabbit Pruning Tower 
$12,500.00, OBO 

3 cylinder Kubota engine, very good 
condition older model. Included almost 

new hydraulic lopper shear and chain saw. 
Call Tim  209-648-3724, Turlock or email 

timv@elite.net
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Phil Rumble:  (209) 996-1517

Topping    Hedging

Brush Stacking

Orchard Management

rumbletopping.com See 'American Farmer' on page 8

A Promise Worth Keeping: Re-
storing Certainty to America’s 
Farmers

By John Newton, Ph.D

When we talk with farmers across the 
country, from coĴon fields in Mississippi 
and cornfields in Iowa to apple orchards in 
Washington, the theme is the same: uncer-
tainty. The past few years have tested even 
the most seasoned farmers. Facing rising 
input costs, unpredictable market access 
and many other challenges, farmers and 
ranchers are working harder while margins 
grow thinner.
 
The United States has long prided itself on 
being able to feed itself and much of the 
world. But today, that foundation is frac-
turing. Persistent cost pressures from labor, 
inputs, energy and overregulation have 

steadily eroded farm margins, while weak 
commodity prices and uneven global com-
petition have strained family finances. With 
razor-thin margins on the farm, more and 
more farm families rely on oě-farm income. 
Across the countryside, farms that once an-
chored rural economies are evaluating how 
and if they can survive another growing 
year with immense uncertainty. Not be-
cause of Mother Nature, but because prices 
no longer cover the cost of production. As 
farmers shuĴer their barns, there are fewer 
kids in rural schools, fewer dollars spent on 
rural Main Street and fewer families carry-
ing forward a multigenerational legacy of 
stewardship and hard work.
 
Yet U.S. agriculture remains vital to Amer-
ica’s economic strength and national secu-
rity. Farms and ranches directly support 
about 22 million jobs and add roughly $1.5 
trillion to the economy each year. When the 

broader food and agriculture supply chain 
is included — input suppliers to proces-
sors, transporters and retailers — the sec-
tors support nearly one in five U.S. jobs and 
generate more than $6 trillion in economic 
activity. Ensuring farmers and ranchers can 
stay in business and keep investing in their 
communities is fundamental to America’s 
food security and energy dominance, as 
well as the larger economy.
 
To rebuild stability, we need clear, con-
sistent policies that put farmers back on 
solid ground. In addition to priorities on 
agricultural labor, or passing a farm bill, 
Farm Bureau farmer leaders and grassroots 
members identified additional actions that 
represent an investment in long-term cer-
tainty for all of U.S. agriculture. Read on to 
learn more.
 
Fair and Enforceable Trade Agreements
Reliable trade relationships are lifelines for 
farmers, who export roughly one-fifth of 
everything grown on U.S. soil. Yet recent 
years have provided only promise without 
follow-through. China, for instance, failed 
to fulfill its agricultural purchase commit-
ments under the Phase One agreement, 
costing U.S. farmers and ranchers billions 
in potential sales.
 
When trade partners meet their obligations 
and when new agreements expand market 
opportunities for U.S. agriculture, farm-
ers gain the predictability needed to plan 
ahead. Enforceable trade agreements such 
the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement have 
driven decades of growth in agricultural 
exports, with shipments to Canada and 
Mexico more than quadrupling over the 
past 25 years. A single shipping container 
of U.S. almonds, pork or soybeans repre-
sents not just a sellable product, but pay-
rolls, fuel purchases and community invest-
ment. Enforcing existing deals and securing 
reciprocal market access ensures that rural 
prosperity isn’t held hostage to uneven 
global competition.
 
Policy Support for Biofuels
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Biofuels remain one of America’s most eěective tools for merging 
energy security, energy dominance and the farm economy. Ev-
ery gallon of ethanol or biodiesel sold supports the value of corn, 
soybeans and sorghum, crops grown by thousands of U.S. farmers. 
Each year millions of acres of crops are used to produce renew-
able fuels, helping stabilize prices and create reliable demand even 
when export markets shift.
 
Allowing year-round sales of E15 could boost corn demand by 
more than 2.4 billion bushels annually, helping maintain market 
prices and oěseĴing the volatility of export swings. Emerging 
biofuels markets trying to make a dent in the conventional fuel 
market, like synthetic (or sustainable) aviation fuel , benefit from 
tax incentives to boost use of domestically grown feedstocks and 
livestock products. However, these credits still need clear, adapt-
able guidance published in a timely manner to encourage biofuel 
demand for a wider variety of agricultural products. Supporting 
these markets provides not just energy choice but economic insur-
ance for rural communities tied to feedstock and renewable fuel 
production.
 
Restoring Whole Milk in Schools
Milk has been on the menu of American schools for nearly a cen-
tury, but today, many cafeterias oěer only skim or 1% milk. Re-
storing the option of whole and 2% milk isn’t just about taste, it’s 
about nutrition and support for U.S. dairy farmers.
 
If even half of schools switched back to whole milk, national but-
terfat demand could rise by more than 35 million pounds annu-
ally, equivalent to roughly 45 million pounds of finished buĴer. 
That’s enough to support numerous dairy farms and reconnect 
students with the wholesome foods produced on nearby farms. 
Reintroducing whole milk brings economic and health benefits 
together in a single carton.
 
Protecting Interstate Commerce
Recent state-level mandates and laws on farm 
practices, such as production standards that 
diěer from neighboring states, threaten to frag-
ment the national marketplace.
 
Today, those same patchwork pressures are 
emerging in multiple parts of the food system, 
from animal housing to ingredient labeling to 
food-safety standards, creating confusion for 
both consumers and the farmers who supply 
them. Whether it’s how livestock are raised or 
how ingredients are listed, a growing number 
of one-oě state rules make it harder to keep 
shelves stocked and prices low for all American 
families.
 

Protecting interstate commerce means protecting the ability of 
farmers to compete fairly in all markets, no maĴer their zip code, 
and ensuring that a pound of bacon or a gallon of milk meets con-
sistent, science-based national standards across the country.
 
Investigating Input Market Imbalances
Farmers have liĴle control over the cost of production, buying 
inputs at retail and often selling products at wholesale price. 
Fertilizer, seed and equipment prices have soared, often outpac-
ing inĚation. Total production expenses are forecasted to reach 
$467 billion in 2025, up 30% from several years ago. Persistent high 
costs continue to erode profitability, making it harder for farmers 
to reinvest in their operations.
 
Transparent pricing and increased competition in these input mar-
kets could save farmers billions each year. Enforcement of antitrust 
and transparency laws doesn’t just punish bad actors; it restores 
confidence that the marketplace is working as it should. When 
farmers can plan their budgets knowing their supply chain part-
ners are pricing fairly and competing transparently, they can focus 
on producing food, not fighting volatility.  
 
Prioritizing American-Grown Fruits and Vegetables
Research shows that among school districts reporting exemptions 
from the “Buy American” requirement for federally purchased 
foods, 94% reported exemptions for fruits and 55% for vegetables. 
Among those, 88% cite limited domestic supply, 43% say U.S. pric-
es are too high, and about one in five points to quality concerns. 
Yet American fruit and vegetable growers produce hundreds of 
varieties that can meet these nutritional needs, if given the chance.
 
Prioritizing U.S.-grown produce in federal and institutional pur-
chasing programs could redirect hundreds of millions of dollars 
back into domestic fruit and vegetable farms, operations already 
facing high labor and compliance costs. At the same time, address-
ing labor shortages through systemic reform and reducing unnec-

From 'American Farmer' on page 7
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YOUR

FUTURE

GROWS

HERE.

The change in agriculture today is just a 

glimpse of what lies ahead. It’s why, more 

than ever, we are committed to being the 

partner you can trust, who understands 

your needs and delivers value to help you 

achieve your goals.

Wherever agriculture goes, we’ll be there, 

alongside you, as you lead the way.

COMMITTED TO 
SERVING YOUR NEEDS.

Visit agloan.com/growyourfuture

A Part of the Farm Credit System.          Equal Opportunity Lender.

Your future grows here
SCAN ME

essary regulatory burdens would help ease price pressures that 
make it hard for American growers to compete with imports from 
countries with much lower costs. When federal agencies “buy 
American,” they strengthen the nation’s food security by filling 
our kids’ plates with healthy, domestically grown foods.
 
A Renewed Commitment
The economic pressures facing agriculture today are the result of 
a policy drift. Targeted reforms can help turn the tide, providing 
the structural certainty farmers deserve in the long term. Agri-
culture has always been a partnership between those who grow, 
those who purchase and those who govern. Fulfilling the promise 
of American agriculture – to feed, clothe and fuel the world – de-
pends on that partnership being strengthened.
 
Keeping farmers in business is not optional. It is essential to Amer-
ica’s strength.
 
Interested in learning more? AFBF’s policy and economics experts 
are launching a new Market Intel series that will explore policies, 
markets and strategics to help secure the future of agriculture for 
America’s farming and ranching families. 
 
John Newton, Ph.D., is vice president of public policy and eco-
nomic analysis at the American Farm Bureau Federation.
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