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A dozen Stanislaus County Young Farmers & Ranchers spent about 2 hours one night picking
roughly 200 pounds of sweet cherries, which were donated to the Modesto Gospel Mission.
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WE WOULD LIKE TO ACKNOWLEDGE AND 2026
THANK FARMWORKERS IN NS
STANISLAUS COUNTY! “(a

This program will honor farmworker nominees &
during a luncheon on
FARMWORKER

April 7, 2026. Nominees will be interviewed for the Appreciation Avard

Farm Bureau News and winners will receive EST. 2021

CASH AWARDS! UP TO $3,000!

Please have your nominations in by 1/31/2026

This program is brought to you by Stanislaus County Farm
Bureau, the Farmworker Committee & Modesto Rotary.

Questions or additional information?
Call Farm Bureau
at 209-522-7278

SCFB MISSION STATEMENT

To serve as the voice of Stanislaus County agriculture at all levels of
government, while providing programs to assist its farms and family
members and educate the general public of needs and
importance to agriculture.



Advocacy Updates from CaFB

Additional Wolf Pack Recognized in Cali-
fornia

The California Department of Fish and
Wildlife has added the Grizzly pack in
southern Plumas County to its list of recog-
nized wolf packs, bringing the total number
of known packs in California back to 10,
following the removal of the Beyem Seyo
pack earlier this year. The Grizzly pack has
been active for more than six months and
includes at least one pup, confirming the
presence of a breeding pair. CDFW has also
identified two additional areas of wolf ac-
tivity —one in southwestern Modoc County
and another in eastern Sierra County. See
the areas of Wolf Activity map. CDFW is

MERRY CHRISTHMAS TO ALL

LOCAL AGRICULTURE
FINANCING

YOSEMITE
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yosemitefarmcredit.com @ @ @

&

Lrry &

also shifting to reporting depredations in
a single updated file instead of individual
depredation reports.

Staff contact: Steven Fenaroli, sfenaroli@
cfbf.com.

California Farm Bureau Submits Com-
ments on Labor Department
AEWR Changes

Earlier this week, the California Farm
Bureau submitted comments generally
supportive of the U.S. Department of La-
bor’s interim final rule revising the H-2A
program. The proposal would update the
methodology for calculating the Adverse
Effect Wage Rate, or AEWR, and consoli-
date job duties into two skill categories.
Under the interim
final rule, Califor-
nia’s AEWR would
shift from the
current $19.97 per
hour to $16.45,
though the state’s
2026 minimum
wage would ulti-
mately apply.

e |

The H-2A program
has expanded
significantly over
the past decade,
with concerns

that the existing
AEWR formula
has contributed to
steep annual wage
increases. While
some elements of
the proposal still

MERCED require clarifica-
LOS BANOS tion, the interim
final rule appears
OAKDALE

aimed at aligning
wage calculations
more closely with
national labor
trends and im-
proving overall
program accessibil-
ity for agricultural
employers.
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Staff contact: Matthew Viohl, mviohl@cfbf.
com.

Member Opportunity: SDRP Stage
2 Applications Open

As a reminder, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture Supplemental Disaster Relief
Program has opened its Stage 2 applica-
tion period for producers with qualifying
disaster losses in 2023 and 2024. Stage 1
assistance focused largely on commodities
traditionally covered by crop insurance,
leaving many of California’s specialty crop
producers waiting for this second phase to
access support. The enrollment period runs
through April 30. Members are encouraged
to access the portal here.

Staff contact: Erin Huston, ehuston@cfbf.
com.

Additional Screwworm Detection
in Mexico

New World screwworm is not currently
present in the United States. The latest de-
tection occurred in a Nuevo Leon, Mexico,
feedlot. To date, there have been 13 detec-
tions of NWS within 400 miles of the U.S.
border. The U.S. Department of Agriculture
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
has already been dispersing sterile NWS
tlies at this site and will continue to do so
for an additional 72 days. Current status of
NWS in the U.S. is available on the USDA-
APHIS website.

Staff contact: Steven Fenaroli, sfenaroli@
cfbf.com.

Help CARB develop a new tool to highlight
zero-emission fleets

The California Air Resources Board will
hold a virtual public workgroup Dec. 9
from 1-3 p.m. to discuss a new voluntary,
non-monetary initiative called Clean Fleet
Connect. The proposed tool is intended to
highlight fleets using medium- and heavy-
duty zero-emission vehicles, connect en-
vironmentally conscious businesses with

See 'Advocacy' on page 11
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Stanislaus County YF&R wins
Award for Innovation at the

CaFB Annual Meeting
By Vicky Boyd

Amidst the holidays and season of giving,
Natalie Kidd recounted this year’s Young
Farmers & Ranchers” accomplishments,
wishing they could have given back more
to the community.

But Kidd and the YF&R
executive team already
have plans for 2026 that
she hopes include more
produce gleaning and
community involvement
along with farm tours
and fun social get-togeth-
ers. As part of that, the
team expects to fill the
open community out-
reach position.

They also plan to con-
tinue agricultural educa-
tion activities for school
students, funding schol-

arships and purchasing at least one county
fair animal.

“We're trying to balance fun stuff with
giving back to the community and tours,”
said Kidd, YF&R chair and a Modesto-area
almond and walnut grower with her father.
“At the end of the day, we're an ag organi-
zation and it’s important to be involved in
ag rather than just being a social club.”

How extensive the YF&R activities are will
depend on fundraising. This year members
held a successful Outdoorsman’s Choice
sweepstakes that involved five different
outdoor packages. Kidd said they hoped to
continue it in 2026.

Years ago, the Stanislaus committee was
one of the first YF&Rs to hold a trap shoot
as a fundraiser. In 2026, Kidd said they plan
to bring it back as their second charitable
event of the year.

— Grimbleb
LG’ Colemany

ADVISORS | ACCOUNTANTS

gccpas.net | 209.527.4220

CLIENT ACCOUNTING
CONTROLLER & CFO SERVICES
AUDIT & ASSURANCE

TAX SERVICES

BUSINESS ADVISORY

ESTATES & TRUSTS

WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Steady Growth Starts With
Sound Accounting Advice

Partner with us.

Let’s Get Growing!
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$400 CPA
FIRMS ALLIANCE USA “
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GLEANING LEFTOVER PRODUCE

In her first year as YF&R committee chair,
Kidd helped organize two gleaning ses-
sions to harvest roughly 200 pounds each of
cherries and peaches left after harvest. The
fruit was donated to the Modesto Gospel
Mission.

Stanislaus YF&R also participated in Har-
vest for All, a nationwide program pro-
moted by the American Farm Bureau that
benefits Feeding America food banks.

Inventory Management Competitive

Pricing

On Time Delivery
Gas, Diesel, Renewable Diesel, and
Red Diesel Available

Agricultural Commercial Fuel
Truck & Trailer Delivery
Bobtail Loads Available

%

MIKE HEINRICH
209.312.4011 | MHeinrich@boyett.net

Boyett Petroleum
209.577.6000 | Boyett.net
601 McHenry Ave, Modesto, 95350

County YF&R committees compete at the
state level in four categories: food quantity
donated, money donated, volunteer hours
contributed and most innovative event to
benefit a local food bank. The winner goes
on to represent California at the AFBF An-
nual Meeting.

Winning states receive bragging rights and
a check from AFBF to donate to food banks
of their choice. Since 2003 when Harvest for
All was launched, Farm Bureau members
nationwide have gathered more than 65
million pounds of food, contributed more
than 30,000 volun-
teer hours and raised
more than $778,000 to
donate to local food
banks.

“(Harvest for All) is
a big deal at the state
level,” said Miranda
Blagg, who repre-
sents Stanislaus and
Tuolumne counties
on the state YF&R
board. “There are
quite a few commit-
tees that do a lot of
interesting things.”

Kern County, for
example, hosts a free
farmers market while
Napa County con-
ducts regular glean-
ings at the Mission
Farm in Napa. Blagg
said gleaning post-
harvest fields seems
to work well for
Stanislaus County’s
YF&R, although she’d
like to see it grow.

This year, the 400
pounds of gleaned
fresh fruit as well
as the hours the

December 12, 2025 Stanislaus Farm News — 5

Stanislaus YF&R volunteers spent picking
it went toward the Harvest for All contest,
Kidd said.

The Stanislaus YF&R Committee’s cherry
gleaning received the Harvest for All award
for the most innovative project, which
promoted agricultural sustainability and
community engagement.

“I'm glad our hard work was seen, and I'm
hoping it will renew vigor in our efforts

for next year,” Kidd said after the award.
“Hopefully next year, we can increase our
amount of gleanings and how many people
attend.”

One of the challenges with gleaning is find-
ing the farmers who own the land to ask
permission.

“We just need to figure out how to get a
hold of farmers,” Kidd said. “I see all of
these beautiful orchards that aren’t getting
picked, and I want to find out who owns
them.”

This year, the Modesto Junior College
YF&R also conducted a milk drive and
donated 124 gallons of milk. Of that, 75
gallons went to the Gospel Mission and 49
gallons to Pirates” Pantry, an on-campus
food closet.

Because the MJC group participates as
part of the Stanislaus YF&R Committee,
Kidd said the milk donations went toward
Stanislaus” Harvest for All entry.

TEACH ‘EM YOUNG

Once again this year, YF&R helped with
Ag Edventure, an effort by the Stanislaus
County Farm Bureau Foundation to edu-
cate roughly 1,200 third-graders firsthand
about agriculture. At the different booths,
they could pet farm animals or try their
hand at pieces of farm equipment.

See 'YF&R' on page 7



FREE ADS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

As another membership service, Farm Bureau members are offered FREE classified advertising in the Stanislaus
Farm News. Ads must be 18 words or less and only one ad per month per membership (membership number
required.) Ads may be MAILED to the Stanislaus Farm News, or BROUGHT to the SCFB office, 1201 L Street,
Downtown Modesto. NO PHONE-IN OR FAX free ads will be accepted. Free ads are restricted to farm machinery
or equipment or unprocessed farm products. Farm jobs wanted or offered will also be accepted. No real estate

ads and no commercial items or services will be accepted. 209-522-7278
Classified Ad's $4.40 per run.
COPY DEADLINE: MONDAY 12 NOON RON MARTELLA
Custom Nut Harvesting

ROOFING  FENCING » PLYWOOD  SIDING

RATES: Display rates on request. Terms are cash. Ads should be paid for at time of first

insertion or immediately after receipt of bill if order is placed by telephone or mail. ER- SHAKING, SWEEPING
RORS: The Stanislaus Farm News will not be liable for more than one incorrect insertion. AND HARVESTING
Errors must be called to the attention of the Classified Advertising Department not later 883-4819 or 883-0690
than 4 p.m. on the Tuesday following publication of the ad. Claims for adjustment must

be made within 15 days. We reserve the right to reject or revise any advertisement. WOOdbridge Spraying
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From 'YF&R' on page 5

The free annual half-day event was held

in October at the Stanislaus County Fair-
grounds and required numerous volunteers
to put it on.

The Stanislaus County Farm Bureau Foun-
dation is currently working with the county
Office of Education to expand Ag Edven-
ture to include more third-grade students
in 2026.

In San Joaquin County, the county Farm
Bureau hosts a similar Ag Venture program
that involves all of the county’s third-grad-

ers. The program is split into four different
sections, which are each held at a different
location and date within the county to ease

transportation and demands on volunteers.

In addition, the California Foundation for
Ag in the Classroom recently launched a
new program that taps YF&R members,
said Morgan Nunes, foundation program
director for Central California.

Called Farm to Future, it uses educational
materials Ag in the Classroom has already
developed and enlists YF&R members to
expand outreach and take ag-related les-
sons to students.

“We'd love to be

PBM Supply & MFG, INC.

Quality Agricultural Spray Equipment, Parts and Supplies
www.pbmsprayers.com www.pbmtanksupply.com

-Sprayers- -Tanks- -Liquid Delivery Trailers- -Parts & Accessories-

PBM Supply & Manufacturing is a local agricultural manufacturing company
that specializes in the design and construction of sprayers, tank trailers,
and chemical handling equipment. Give us a call to find a dealer near you.

in every class-
room, but it’s just
not possible,”
said Nunes, also
vice chair of the
Stanislaus County

UTV Sprayers

Parts, Accessories, Repair Kits & More

YF&R committee.
The presenta-
tions are made

to classes where
teachers have
expressed interest
in the program.
This also helps the
foundation tailor
the lessons to the
appropriate grade

N

]éegef 2 PENTAIR

[ NORWESCO T

AN

RAVEN

ap

Fowler Store
877-688-1334
3732 S. Golden
State Blvd.
Fowler, CA 93625
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level, she said.

State Ag in the Classroom representatives
presented two lessons at the YF&R Sum-
mer Leaders Meeting and two different
plans at the recent YF&R State Conference
in Anaheim. In addition, Nunes said she’s
available to help train anyone in the Central
Valley who feels unsure. YF&R members
also can conduct lessons in pairs or as part
of a small group.

As an added incentive, members track the
hours they’ve contributed to the Farm to
Future program over the year, she said. The
committee with the most hours logged at
the end of the year earns $1,000.

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT YF&R

YF&R is open to anyone age 18-35, whether
or not they’re involved in agriculture. Kidd
invites anybody who’s interested to attend
one of their socials or tours to see if it might
be a fit.

“If you don’t know anything about farming
but want to learn more, everybody is wel-
come at our meetings,” she said.

For information on upcoming YF&R events,
follow the group on Instagram at https://
www.instagram.com/stancoyfr/ or contact
Kidd at nataliekidd99@gmail.com.
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UPDATE YOUR DPR POSTERS
NEW for 2026

The Pesticide Safety Information
Series has been updated for 2026

\/ Update your postings

The A8 and A9 need to be
« posted

Fill in the blanks that refer
specifically to your operation

\/ Download the posters using
the QR code below, OR call us
to order 209-522-7278

LEARN MORE

PESTICIDE

opr

SAFE ' Information

FORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

Safety Rules for Employees
Handling Pesticides in

Agricultural Settings

The pesticide label, your training, and the Pesticide Safety
Information Series (PSIS) leaflets tell you about pesti

EMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE

Your employer must make plans for emergency medical care before you
start working with pesticides. If you think that pesticides made you sick or
hurt you st work, smmedistely tell your employer. They must make sure that
Y¥ou are taken 1o & doctor fight away. DO NOT TAKE YOURSELF.

Emargency medical care is available at
NAME

ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE

If more space is nesded, your mployer may attach a list of medical faciies

to this leafiet and writs, “See attached list” in the above space. If this
information changes. your smpioyer must updste it within 24 hours

REMEMBER: You DO NOT have to pay for medical care if you get sick or
hart from pesticides at work

CA Department of Pesticide Reguiation - 1001 | Street. Sacramento CA 95874

PESTICIDE
SAFE'TY Information

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

Pesticide Safety
Rules for Employees
Working in Fields

Your training and this leafiet tell you about pesticide
dangers at work. Pe ¢
| urwant

FERTILIZERS ARE NOT PESTICIDES.

EMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE

Your employer must plan for medical care before you start working where
posscides have boen used. You or your sapenisor must be informed of the
location of the doctor. If you firk $hat pestiodes made you sick of hurt you
at work, Immediately tell your employer. They must make sure that you are
faicen 1o the docior Immediatety. Do not drive yoursesf ©o the dooor f you
et sick at work

Emargency mosical care is avadatie ar:

MNAME

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE

# more space is needed. your empioyer may attach a list of medcal
faciities io this leaflet and write “Ses aftached kst’ in the above space

REMEMBER: You DO NOT hawe to pay for medical care # you get sick
oF M from pesticsoes 2l won

CA Department of Pesticide Regulation - 1001 | Street. Sacramento CA S581

EMPLOYERS: This is the
hazard communication
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employee understands.
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John Deere Highlights Organic Farming, Automation,
and Future Trends at the Grower Summit

Greg Christensen, Source AgNet West

The Monterey Grower Summit in California showcased the latest
in agricultural innovation, bringing together growers, technol-

ogy providers, and industry experts. Among the highlights was a
conversation with Greg Christensen, Marketing Manager for High-
Value Crops at John Deere, who shared insights on organic farm-
ing, autonomous equipment, and the future of agriculture.

High-Value Crops and
Technological Support

Christensen’s role
focuses on supporting
orchards, vineyards,
and bedded row crops
through advanced
agricultural technol-
ogy. “Whether a grower
chooses conventional
or organic, we have

the same technology to
optimize inputs, labor,
and farm management,
he said.

& RuMBLE

X ORCHARD SERVICES

Topping ¢ Hedging
Brush Stacking
Orchard Management
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He emphasized the value of the Grower Summit, which provides
a platform to interact with growers producing much of the fresh
fruits and vegetables we enjoy daily. “It’s exciting to see the dedi-
cation of growers advancing agriculture in meaningful ways,”
Christensen added.

John Deere on Organic Farming, Automation & the Future of Agri-
culture

The Rise of Organic Agriculture

Organic farming continues to grow across the U.S., and John
Deere’s tools are designed to support this expansion. Christensen
noted, “We saw some growth in the industry. Our technology can
help farmers be more precise, regardless of production type.”

Soil management remains critical. John Deere has developed tools
over nearly three decades to monitor and meter inputs, ensuring
growers can track what goes into the soil and make data-driven
improvements year after year.

Autonomous Tractors: Challenges and Opportunities

California presents unique regulatory challenges for autonomous
farming, yet John Deere is actively developing autonomous and
electric tractors. Christensen explained, “We are investing in au-
tonomous agriculture globally. Automation helps solve labor
shortages and ensures consistent, high-quality results.”

i

CO!T AND HEWES LLC

Autonomous technology
also enables standardiza-

719 E Grayson Rd
Modesto, CA
95358

Phil Rumble: (209) 996-1517

rumbletopping.com

HARVESTER PICKUP BELTS

SWEEPER PADDLES

Replacement Parts for
WEISS, FLORY, OMC,
ORCHARD RITE, COE

tion across farms. “Every
operator drives differ-
ently. Automation ensures
tasks are performed ex-
actly as prescribed, safely
and efficiently,” Chris-
tensen said.

209 5319891
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SHAKER PAD OVAL AND ROUND

Looking ahead, John
Deere is piloting autono-
mous orchard tractors and

See 'Deere' on page 17
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MODESTO IRRIGATION DISTRICT

BeAware! should npor-t

the power
is still there!

POWER LINE DOWN?
STAY AWAY-
CALL 911

REMEMBER to STOP, THINK, LOOK!
BeAware - The Power is there!  T3MID




10 — Stanislaus Farm News December 12, 2025

Whole Milk May Be Coming
Back to Schools

Source: American Farm Bureau

More than a decade after USDA regulations
banned whole milk from school menus,
Congress is considering a comeback. The
Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act would
overturn 2012 rules that limited schools

to fat-free or 1% milk, aiming to revive a
category losing ground and reconnect kids
with milk’s taste and nutrition.

Behind the debate is a market challenge:
U.S. milk output is hitting record highs
while fluid consumption falls. Allow-

ing whole milk could provide a small but
meaningful outlet for butterfat — key to
farm revenue — and create new opportuni-
ties for local dairies.

Shifting Dairy Trends

Americans drink far less milk than they
used to — down nearly 50% since 1975 and
28% since 2010. Cheese, butter and yogurt
consumption has surged, but fluid milk use
continues to decline, partly due to chang-
ing breakfast habits. Whole milk is the
exception: from 2013 to 2024, sales grew
16% while skim and reduced-fat options
plunged. Whole milk’s share of fluid sales
rose from 27% to 38%, driven by interest

in protein-rich and minimally processed
foods and even appetite-suppressing drug
regimens that prioritize fuller-fat, higher-
protein options for satiety and sustained
energy.

How Whole Milk Disappeared

The National School Lunch Program serves
nearly 30 million students daily and ac-
counts for about 7.5% of U.S. fluid milk
sales, making its standards influential. In
2012, USDA rules under the Healthy, Hun-
ger-Free Kids Act restricted school milk

to fat-free or 1%, banning whole and 2%
options. Later updates allowed 1% flavored
milk, but higher-fat varieties remain pro-
hibited.

Milk consumption dropped sharply after
the change. From 2008 to 2018, weekly
servings per student fell 15%, with the
decline accelerating 77% after the restric-
tions. When kids skip milk, schools miss
nutrition goals, dairy demand weakens and
unopened cartons add to food waste and
costs.

The Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act

The bipartisan Whole Milk for Healthy
Kids Act would let schools serve whole,
2%, 1%, or skim milk, flavored or plain, as
part of reimbursable meals. It also exempts
milkfat from saturated-fat limits and bars
sourcing from Chinese state-owned enter-
prises. The Senate approved the bill in mid
November and it now moves to the House.
Importantly, it doesn’t require schools to
switch — just gives them the option. Adop-
tion would likely be gradual, shaped by
local preferences and budgets.

Market Impact

Even partial adoption could shift dairy
demand. In 2024, schools served nearly 4.9
billion lunches, with 85% of students choos-
ing milk — mostly skim or 1%. Whole milk
contains about three times more fat than
1%, so reintroducing it would pull more
butterfat into fluid use instead of butter,
cheese, or powder. If 25%, 50%, or 75% of
schools adopt whole milk, annual butterfat
demand could rise by 13-18 million, 25-36
million and 38-55 million pounds, respec-

tively. A near-universal shift could divert
45-66 million pounds of butter — about
2-3% of U.S. production — into bottled
milk.

Even small increases matter in an oversup-
plied market. More whole milk shifts but-
terfat into higher-value fluid milk channels,
simplifying processing and reducing the
amount of lower-value skim powder pro-
duced. For smaller dairies, it could create
local farm-to-school opportunities.

Bottom Line

The Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act
wouldn’t dramatically change overall milk
use, but it targets one of the few areas
where demand can grow. Even modest
gains in school milk sales strengthen fluid
milk markets, boost butterfat utilization
and improve returns to farmers. With milk
production at record highs, giving schools
the option for whole milk helps absorb
supply where it matters most — connecting
kids with milk they enjoy and farmers with
stronger milk checks.

Daniel Munch is an economist at the Amer-
ican Farm Bureau Federation. This column

was adapted from a Market Intel report
published by AFBF.
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From 'Advocacy' on page 3

participating fleets, and support the state’s broader clean-air and
public-health objectives.

VE R M EU I_E N : \ Clean Fleet Connect would publicly recognize fleets that voluntari-

ly choose to align with the state’s zero-emission goals and would
ALMOND HULLING m not create new regulatory requirements. The workgroup will pro-
Modesto, CA ' jj vide an opportunity for CARB staff to present the concept and for
| fleet owners, operators, and hiring and procurement entities to
j offer feedback.

ey = . to participate. More information can be found on CARB’s webpage.

= o
r ; % The session will be held via Zoom. Interested parties must register
L '-'|' . 3

=2 Staff contact: Steven Fenaroli, sfenaroli@cfbf.com.

oA = o
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Stockton Crows Landing Ballico

(209) 460-0450 (209) 837-4669 (209) 634-5072

Holt Woodland
(209) 921-6011 (707) 678-4277
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California Farm Bureau
re-elects officers, welcomes
new board members

During the 107th California Farm Bureau
Annual Meeting in Anaheim, delegates re-
elected all three officers and welcomed five
new members, along with seven returning
members, to its Board of Directors.

Shannon Douglass was re-elected to a two-
year term as president. She is an owner of
Douglass Ranch, which raises beef cattle,
walnuts, sunflowers, pumpkins, corn and
forage crops in Orland.

Shaun Crook was re-elected as first vice
president. He is a real estate broker and
vice president of his family’s timber busi-
ness in Tuolumne County.

Ron Peterson was re-elected as second vice
president. He is a Stanislaus County cattle
rancher and dairy farmer who also grows
silage crops and almonds.

Neil Nagata, a berry farmer in
Oceanside, replaces Ronnie Leimgr-
uber in serving District 1, repre-
senting Farm Bureau members in
Imperial and San Diego counties.
Nagata formerly served on the
California Strawberry Commission
and is a past president of the San
Diego County Farm Bureau.

John Moore, an agriculture land
consultant in Bakersfield, replaces
Kevin Robertson in serving District
5, representing members in Kern
and Kings counties. Moore is a
past president and current board
member of the Kern County Farm
Bureau.

Jeff Dittmer, a hay and grain farmer
in Fairfield, replaces Joseph Mar-
tinez in serving District 11, rep-
resenting members in Alameda,
Contra Costa and Solano counties.
Dittmer has been a Farm Bureau
member for 50 years and currently
serves as second vice president of

License# 276660

the Solano County Farm Bureau.

Joey Gonsalves, an almond and walnut
farmer in Modesto, replaces Jake Wenger in
serving District 13,
representing mem-
bers in Stanislaus
and Tuolumne coun-
ties. Gonsalves is a
past president and
current board mem-
ber of the Stanislaus
County Farm Bu-
reau. He is also a
Leadership Farm
Bureau alumnus.

DTy

Each will serve two-
year terms.

August D’ Amato of
Napa was elected to
a one-year term as
chair of the Young

Farmers & Ranchers State Committee. She
is a member of the Napa YF&R Commit-
tee, a District 17 representative and serves
on the Napa County Farm Bureau Board of

F®8 california

'!7- Farm Bureau

.). Larsen

PUmps, inc.

MODESTO
(209)529-2020

HILMAR
(209)634-7276
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Directors. She farms winegrapes.
Re-elected to two-year terms on the Califor-
nia Farm Bureau board were Mark Lopez
of Fullerton in District 3 (Los Angeles and
Orange counties); Lorna Roush of Riverdale
in District 7 (Fresno County); Jay Mahil

of Madera in District 9 (Madera, Mari-

posa and Merced counties); Clark Becker

of Biggs in District 15 (Butte, Nevada and
Yuba-Sutter counties); Johnnie White of

St. Helena in District 17 (Marin, Napa and
Sonoma counties); Taylor Hagata of Su-
sanville in District 19 (Lassen, Modoc and
Plumas-Sierra counties); and Ronald Vevo-
da of Ferndale in District 21 (Del Norte and
Humboldt counties).

California Farm Bureau President Shannon
Douglass and First Vice President Shaun
Crook were elected to serve as delegates

at next month’s American Farm Bureau
Federation Annual Convention, also in
Anaheim. Second Vice President Ron Pe-
terson was elected to serve as the alternate
delegate.

WWW.GREENRUBBER.COM

Everything for
Hgnculgture fr=

Green Rubber - Kennedy Ag has the products, parts, accessories,
and customer service you need to maximize your productivity.
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California Farm Bureau launches
philanthropy initiative to
support local youth

The California Farm Bureau launched
“Giving Back with Farm Bureau,” a new
philanthropic initiative, during the 107th
California Farm Bureau Annual Meeting in
Anaheim in conjunction with the California
YF&R State Conference.

The hands-on project united Farm Bureau
members and event attendees in assem-
bling 1,000 backpacks filled with school
supplies, learning materials and healthy
snacks. The filled backpacks were donated
to OC Fairgrounds: Centennial Farm for
distribution to local children. The effort also
doubled as a friendly competition, with at-
tendees from different regions competing to
assemble the backpacks.

“Supporting our communities has always
been an important part of Farm Bureau’s
mission,” said Shannon Douglass, presi-
dent of the California Farm Bureau, which
represents more than 23,000 farmers and
ranchers statewide. “This effort reflects that
commitment, helping ensure children have
the tools they need to succeed in school.”

Partners of the philanthropic initiative
included California Foundation for Agri-
culture in the Classroom, California Giant
Berry Farms, California Grown, California
Milk Advisory Board, California Walnut
Board and Commission, Dairy Council of
California, Farm Bureau Bank, Nationwide,
OC Fairgrounds: Centennial Farm, Sun-
Sweet and UnitedAg.

“Giving Back with Farm Bureau” comple-
mented the meeting’s broader discussion
on the importance of farming and ranching
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and seeks to foster agricultural education
by providing resources to local children.

Douglass and American Farm Bureau Fed-
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eration President Zippy Duvall highlighted
the initiative’s impact and addressed key is-
sues affecting farmers and ranchers, includ-
ing immigration reform, managing regula-
tory costs and growing the future leaders of
agriculture.

“This (backpack donation effort) is a great
example of our county Farm Bureaus giv-
ing back to their community,” Duvall said.
“Growing a new generation that under-
stands agriculture is very, very important
because today, people want to know more
about their food than ever before.”

Teaching children about where their food
comes from, Duvall said, opens the door
for future generations interested in 4-H and
FFA and careers in agriculture.
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