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5} A Little History:
We recognized the need to expand

agricultural education in our community, so

we organized our efforts into three pillars: Youth
Education, Consumer Education, and Grower Education.
Our staff is dedicated to sharing their passion for
agriculture through innovative programs that highlight the
importance of agriculture in Stanislaus County.

What is our vision?

Our Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit, committed
to ensuring that everyone in the community values,
understands and appreciates agriculture.

R
What have we been up to this past year?

In the Works: Accomplishments:
e Planning Summer 2026 Library Established Board Mission,
Ag L|teracy Program VISIOh and Va|ueS
o Bringing agriculture to ALL Hosted the first annual
libraries in the county Foundation Fundraiser
» Expanding AgEdventure Participated in LEAF planning,
COUNTYWIDE! expanding Ag Internships
2 rd
o Teaching 7,500 3™ graders Unveiled Agricultural Mural at
about agriculture Vintage Faire Mall
o Building a volunteer database Increased MJC student
people through community

: Hosted AgEdventure Day for
involvement 1,300 students

STAMISLAUS COUNTY

S ) FARM BUREALU

SCFB MISSION STATEMENT

To serve as the voice of Stanislaus County agriculture at all levels of
government, while providing programs to assist its farms and family
members and educate the general public of needs and
importance to agriculture.



First Place - Joelle Naphan, Butte County Farm Bureau

Joelle Naphan has been surrounded by agriculture her whole life, raising com-
mercial steers and quarter horses on her family’s ranch. Her roots grew into a
passion for photography.

Eager to capture Western-inspired images, Naphan came up with the idea for
a silhouette photo. As the sun set over the ranch, her brother practiced with
his lasso while Naphan framed the shot, capturing the moment against the
colorful sky.

“Agriculture is an art that has been refined by multiple generations, just as
this particular loop my brother was throwing has been refined by hours of
practice,” she said.
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Second Place - Michelle Foster, San Luis Obispo County
Farm Bureau

Harvest season always draws Michelle Foster back to
the vineyards, where she joins her husband with her
camera at the ready. “It's a reminder that there are real
hands and hard work behind the grapes that eventually
end up in your glass of wine,” she said. With a back-
ground in the wine industry, Foster loves capturing its
spirit through her photos. “It represents the generations
of care and dedication that go into every vine,” she said.

Third Place - Sean Long, Nevada County Farm Bureau

Sean Long, who raises horses, goats, sheep and chickens,
relies on his dog Rosie, an Australian heeler, to keep the
family ranch safe at night from predators. But she also
makes a great photo subject. He said he was wandering
his yard with a camera in early March when he saw his
photo opportunity. “I was looking for some birds to take
photos of when I spotted Rosie in the distance,” he said.
“I got pretty lucky when she paused for a second. She
usually comes running when she sees me trying to take
her picture.”
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Food and Farm News

Farms find success in vertical integration
Trends in the food supply chain and chang-
es in consumer behavior could incentivize
farmers to vertically integrate their busi-
nesses, according to experts. For decades,
farmers selling raw commodities have seen
a declining share of the money consum-

ers spend on food. Since 1950, that figure
declined from around 40 cents of every
food dollar to around 9 cents, according to
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, with
the value of farm products increasingly
captured by processors, retailers and food
service. “Everyone essentially puts their
hand in the cookie jar,” said Kristin Kiesel,
an agricultural and resource economics
professor at the University of California,
Davis, who added that consolidation in

the processing and retail sectors in recent
years has further disadvantaged farmers.
“The increased concentration further down-
stream is an incentive for farms to vertically
integrate —to capture some of that added
value,” Kiesel said.

Spread of invasive mussels threatens irri-
gation systems

Since the non-native golden mussel was
first discovered in October 2024 in the
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, the poten-
tially pipe-clogging mollusk has spread as
far south as Riverside County. Invasive pest
management experts acknowledge eradica-
tion is likely impossible. They say the goal
now should be to protect noninfested water
bodies from mussel introductions. But it
won’t be easy. “Preventing spread to areas
that receive delta water via the California
Aqueduct is a large challenge,” said Tanya
Veldhuizen, program lead for the State
Water Project Aquatic Nuisance Species
Program. “Currently available technology
to prevent the transfer of mussels is very
limited and applicable to only very small
volumes of water.” Already, the golden
mussel has disrupted maintenance activi-
ties at the Port of Stockton and a handful
of water providers, and its impact is only
expected to grow.

Del Monte cannery closure devastates Cali-
fornia fruit growers

California farmers who grow fruit for
canned products suffered a major setback
this month as Del Monte Foods announced
plans to close its only remaining cannery in
the state. The cannery’s closure will report-
edly affect roughly 600 employees and
1,200 seasonal workers in Modesto. The clo-
sure ends Del Monte’s more than 100-year
history as a processor of California-grown
fruits and vegetables, potentially leaving
scores of farmers without a buyer for their
produce. “It’s difficult,” said Ranjit Davit,
who grows cling peaches in Sutter County
and chairs the California Canning Peach
Association’s board of directors. “Grow-
ers are very upset about the situation.” In
recent years, Del Monte contracted about
35% of California’s cling peaches. Farmers
who planted fruit orchards under long-
term contracts with Del Monte said they
were weighing their options and bracing
for steep losses.

American Farm
Bureau Federation
adopts policies vi-
tal to California
California dele-
gates to the Ameri-
can Farm Bureau
Federation suc-
ceeded in advanc-
ing several changes
to the organiza-
tion’s policy on wa-
ter use and table
wine. AFBF adopt-
ed all four of the
policy changes that
California Farm
Bureau submitted
through the dele-
gate process during
the 107th AFBF An-
nual Convention

in Anaheim Jan.
9-14. The policies
approved at the
meeting will direct
the nation’s larg-
est general farm

organization in its legislative and regula-
tory efforts in 2026. California Farm Bureau
President Shannon Douglass, who is an
AFBF voting delegate, praised the months
of work by Farm Bureau members and staff
to identify policy areas that needed discus-
sion and change at the national level. “Our
members’ participation influences policy on
key issues that affect their businesses and
livelihood,” Douglass said.

Citrus growers assess risk of new virus

A new citrus disease that so far remains
confined to residential trees has indus-

try leaders taking what they describe as

a measured approach because of the un-
known risks it poses. Caused by the citrus
yellow vein clearing virus, the disease was
confirmed in residential citrus trees during
multipest citrus surveys in Tulare County
in 2022 and in residential trees in Hacien-
da Heights near Los Angeles in 2023. The
discoveries marked the first time CYVCV
had been confirmed in the Americas. “It’s
something that’s still relatively new,” said
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Casey Creamer, president and CEO of Cali-
fornia Citrus Mutual. “I think the way we
try to approach things is to put the appro-
priate amount of concern around it based
on the level of risk it poses.”

4-H'er turns a handful of chicks into a
thriving business

When Nathan Hutchison was 9 years old,
starting a business was the last thing on

his mind. The young bird enthusiast just
wanted to raise a few backyard chickens.
But what began as a childhood hobby grew
into Nate’s Chicks—a thriving, solar-pow-
ered poultry operation in Madera County
with more than 600 chickens and customers
statewide. Now 19, Hutchison raises heri-
tage turkeys for the Thanksgiving season
and more than 50 breeds of chickens, sell-

ing day-old chicks, chicken and turkey
meat and anywhere from 2,500 to 5,000
eggs a month. He also brokers chickens
from other farms and leads workshops on
food sustainability, raising poultry and
hands-on processing.

Researchers make breakthroughs in pre-
venting pistachio hull split
When pistachio hulls split open before
harvest, the nuts can be exposed to fungal
or insect damage, which reduces profits for
farmers. About 4% of California’s pistachio
crop experiences hull split, but the figure
can rise to as much as 40% for some culti-
vars in certain conditions. New research
at the University of California, Davis,
revealed how the hull is built and how cell
walls in certain layers break down, along
with the genes and corresponding
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ALMOND SHELLING

Since 1986
-State of the Art Equipment
80’ Truck Scale
Maximized Returns
*Owner Operated
‘Inshell line complete with
Satake color sorter
‘High Capacity dryer for bin
or bulk loads

Peter Verdegaal Office
209-628-1008 209-356-0210

8016 Winton Way, Winton

Serving Stanislaus &
Merced Counties

& RuMBLE

X ORCHARD SERVICES

Topping $ Hedging
Brush Stacking
Orchard Management

Phil Rumble: (209) 996-1517

rumbletopping.com
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mechanisms that spark and control those
changes. “This is the first time anyone has
studied the pistachio hull at the anatomical
and cellular level while also looking at gene
expression and physiological data,” said
Georgia Drakakaki, a professor at the UC
Davis Department of Plant Sciences. The
research will help breeders select for traits
that will make the hulls less vulnerable to
tearing and cracking.

Milk replacement heifers at lowest level in
nearly 50 years

Record-high beef prices are impacting how
dairy farmers manage their herds, leading
many to breed more of their herd with beef
genetics instead of breeding replacement
heifers that will become milking cows.
Those decisions, incentivized by short-term
profits from the beef market, have caused
the replacement heifer population to fall

to its lowest point since 1978. Meanwhile,
dairy farmers are culling fewer milking
cows, causing milk output to reach its high-
est levels since 1993. “U.S. milk production
is setting records, but those volumes are
sending increasingly misleading signals
about the health of the dairy sector,” Amer-
ican Farm Bureau Federation economist
Daniel Munch said last month in a market
report. He added that the trend has “in-
flated milk supply and dampened farm-
level milk prices, worsening returns on the
milk side of the business even as total farm
revenue appears more resilient.”

Your Land. Your Legacy. Our Expertise.

At Terra West Group, we provide specialized
real estate brokerage, and financial advisory
services.

Whether you're:

¢ Considering selling your land

e Planning succession for your family
* Exploring investment opportunities

Our team delivers trusted guidance,
market expertise, and proven results.

Donny Rocha
Call (209) 606-5767
donny@terrawest.group




FREE ADS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

As another membership service, Farm Bureau members are offered FREE classified advertising in the Stanislaus
Farm News. Ads must be 18 words or less and only one ad per month per membership (membership number
required.) Ads may be MAILED to the Stanislaus Farm News, or BROUGHT to the SCFB office, 1201 L Street,
Downtown Modesto. NO PHONE-IN OR FAX free ads will be accepted. Free ads are restricted to farm machinery
or equipment or unprocessed farm products. Farm jobs wanted or offered will also be accepted. No real estate
ads and no commercial items or services will be accepted. 209-522-7278

Classified Ad's $4.40 per run.
COPY DEADLINE: MONDAY 12 NOON

RATES: Display rates on request. Terms are cash. Ads should be paid for at time of first
insertion or immediately after receipt of bill if order is placed by telephone or mail. ER-
RORS: The Stanislaus Farm News will not be liable for more than one incorrect insertion.
Errors must be called to the attention of the Classified Advertising Department not later
than 4 p.m. on the Tuesday following publication of the ad. Claims for adjustment must
be made within 15 days. We reserve the right to reject or revise any advertisement.

120 SPECIAL NOTICES

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS CUT
YOUR ENERGY BILLS ELIMINATE
DUST & NOISE

Lowest Prices Guaranteed! Largest Selection in the
Valley! Windows, Doors, Skylights, proofing,
Licensed, Bonded & Insured.
Visit Our Showroom:
1050 Kansas Ave., Modesto
Cal Comfort Insulating Windows, Inc.
Contractors Lic. #51317 Class C17B
209-527-1310 (TFN)

500 FARM EQUIPMENT

Spring tooth with attached following harrow. 8
ft wide, 3 point hook-up asking $1000
Brush rake. Rear push. 9ft wide adjustable
spacing for 4 or 5 forks asking $1000
Text or leave VM for
209-505-1731

For Sale:
John Deere 5100ML low profile with Exact cab
Vrisimo flail mower — 12’ & 8’
PBM 500 gallon sprayer with electric valves (never
used)
Durand Wayland 500 gallon sprayer
Domries float leveler — 12

Call Joe: 209-404-3326

Tractor trailer, crank up
ramps. 20" truck tires $2500
Call 209-537-9491

Verisimo Might Max fail mower. Model #
SC-100 asking $5000
Orchard float roller 9ft wide asking $1000
Textor leave a VM 209-505-1731

3/4 inch METAL PIPE, 10 FOOT
SECTIONS, 700 PCS.
Tom (209) 402-9870 or
Bob (209) 402-9873

Ford 3400 runs well
12 attachments, Diesel

Needs a new home
$9000/obo  Call 209-479-6214

Weiss McNair 9800 Calif Special PTO almond pickup
machine. homas discharge cart
4 super carts, Thomas elevator
Duran Wyland 500 gal PTO air blast sprayer
Kubota M9960 tractor, Schmeiser 10 foot float
10 foot orchard float
PBM HAV 300 weed sprayer
10 foot offset disk, Cotton trailer

Call Lane, 209-484-0882

2022 M7060HD12 Kubota Tractor Front Blade/
Groomer*Front Assist*Rear Rubber
Scrapper*For Freestalls & Feed Pushup* Low Hours
1620 *$40,000 2024 Honda 4 TraxRancher*Excellent
Condition *$7,500 100 Gallon Sprayer w/ PTO
Pump* 10 FT Wide Boom w/ hand sprayer*$2,500
Contact Dwayne 209-678-1151

10 ft rears mower $6200  10.5 ft hy-
draulic disc $1850 = 12 ft spring tooth
$1000 3 blade ridger $2250
3 shank riﬁ) er $2000
Cal John @ 209-988-8440
Leave a message or text

For sale Jackrabbit Pruning Tower
$8,500.00,0r OBO 3 cylinder Kubota
diesel engine, very good condition model
1991 approx. Included almost new hydrau-
lic lopper shear and chain saw.

Call Tim 209-648-3724, Turlock or
email timv@elite.net

510 LIVESTOCK

Kenyon Organic Services
Organic Consulting Services
Crop and Livestock Carol Kenyon
(209) 484-1097
ck.cattle23@gmail.com

Sale Alfalfa. Best price, great
quality. Bigger Bales especially
suited to horses. Cook Valley
Angus Ranches Modesto 209 996
7365 & Available May- Oct

Leaving Cattle Business
Used Panels, various cond'
Assorted Equipment
Call: 209-505-1752

800 For Rent

Dairy for Rent
Permitted for 614 Cows
With Flush and Freestalls
400 head open heifer facility
Turlock, Ca
Call 209-678-2632
LAND FOR RENT
8 ACRES, OAKDALE
NEAR PIONEER RD -on OID
Owner live in house while leasing.
$2K/MONTH- renew 3-5year
CONTACT: JOHN @ 209-857-9750
jedirect420@gmail.com

1000 SERVICES

Electrical and
Refrigeration Service
No job to small. Troubleshooting,
upgrades on home, ranch, dairy, and
commercial buildings.
209-648-7748

Martin Reyes

Land leveling, Discing Chiseling
Lice.#954989
(209) 605-4079

Noeller Farm
farm & ranch management
Almond, Peaches, Walnuts
custom Almond & Walnuts
(209) 883-2417 or
(209) 606-2084

Need help with your Farm
Labor?
Call Lencioni Farm Services
209-537-2186
Rene’s mobile notary
Notary Public
Certified loan signing agent
Call for a quote
Cal 209-252-4641
Insured Bonded Certified

Increase Soil Health
Apply worm casting
Bio Char Blend
Call Davis Ag
209-670-5278

PROAG Commercial
Ag. Spraying
Orchard, vineyard $ herbicide
applications
209-613-6355 Pat, 209-678-8072
Matt, 209-613-3227 Justin
Visit proag.webs.com

1000 SERVICES

RON MARTELLA
Custom Nut Harvesting
SHAKING, SWEEPING

AND HARVESTING
883-4819 or 883-0690

Woodbridge Spraying
Field Spraying
Orchard Spraying
Backhoe
380-0727 (TFN)

We haul Rock, Sand, Gravel,
Demolition Clean Up & Removal,
Tree Holes, Irrigation Lines & More.
Lic. # 884701
Home-(209) 848-0538
Cell (209) 525-7715 (tFn)

Wilson Portable Welding
Structural « Fabrication * General
Repair
« Dairy Repair *« Ag Repair
*Mobile - 765-3596
* Shop — 524-3016 (TFN)

Premier California Properties
Agl/Investment Properties
Marcus Haney
Realtor #01917446
Contact me at 209/605-6727
www.premiercaproperties.com

Orchard & wild land tree piles. Smoke-
less
conversion to biochar on site. Davis
Agriculture
(209) 670-5278

1100 MISCELLANEOUS

METAL BUILDINGS
Provided & installed, interior upgrades
available, fully engineered, references
available. Active Industrial Contracting
Michael Frost - 613-3548.
Lic. #735904 (TFN)
LOW COST HOUSING Largest Inventory
in Valley of Preowned Mobile Homes. Ap-
prox. 100 to choose from. Priced to fit your
Budget. Transportation Available. DLR.
209-632-0854.

Wanted:

Cash paid for OLD Barn and Shop
items; vintage tools, unwanted junk, old
bottles & oil cans
209-774-6582

For Sale
'67 2T Chevy Truck w/16’ Bed, 21’ Trailer
$12,000
‘60s Yale 5k Forklift $6,000
Bin Trailers $1,500/ea
Contact: 209-988-0700
1989 heavy duty 2 axle gooseneck trailer
20' plus 5' long beavertail
plus ramps and wincher
26,000 Ib capacity
$12,000 OBO, great condition
call 209-988-3428
Hampton Ranch, CA
8' pretrested posts ~ 4" diameter
$15 each
Hickman, Ca
Call 209-648-3249
2025 Wheat Hay 3 string bales

$7/bale call 209-484-3493
Leave message, no texts

Fordson Collectors!
1955 FMD
Roll Cage Exr Weights Runs
Needs work Great tires  $2,000
209-768-6060 Send a MSG.
Vineyard recently pulled, end posts $20/each
about 300 available
Call Joe @ 209-602-0990

ROOFING  FENCING  PLYWOOD  SIDING

Denair Location: (209) 632-2494
Riverbank Location: (209) 869-4424

www.DenairLumberCo.com

HARDWARE ¢ INSULATION  WINDOWS « 0.5.B.
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Regional Meetings Are Coming Up!

Our upcoming Stanislaus County Farm Bureau Regional Meetings are a great opportunity
to connect with fellow members, enjoy a meal together, and help shape the future of our
organization.

~ Spend time with Farm Bureau members

~ Elect your regional officers to serve on the County Board

~ Hear from engaging guest speakers

~ Celebrate you—thank you for your membership and continued support of agriculture

~ Four regions. Four opportunities to get involved.
~ RSVP today, call our office at 209-522-7278 or online @ https://stanfarmbureau.org/events/

[EIEARN
REGIONAL £ EASTSIDE
MEETING s MEETING
Thutaday, February 26, 2026
G:00pm = Dinner with i Benmng 1 26
guest speaker to follow §8:00pm - Dinner and

. Guest Speaker to follow
Queil Spesket -

Ehamnce Comail Gueil Speaker - OO Updale
Almond Wood : Frult Yard
JOAS Renza Ln i TI4E Yosemite
Suite E. - Blvd, Modestao
Patterson

R A
MORTHEAST
SOUTHERN REGIONAL
REGIONAL " MEETING
MEETING
Thonday, Febiwaty 23, 1016
rﬁﬂi-dil-.. mz.- 2028 G:00pm - Dinner and

speaker ta fallow

T:I0AM Breakfast
Guaat Speabar - Sleas Tadien

Gueal Speaber - Fa Kung
with San Jeaguin &+
Dying Brasd

Brawing

#63 Shepard Ct

Guite B, Dakdale

Latif's By Paedreatti
111 N Golden State
Blvd, Turlock
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SWRCB's Second Statewide Agricultural Expert Panel
Continues to Meet on Nitrogen Requirements

The California State Water Resources Control Board's second state-
wide agricultural expert panel continues to meet to discuss nitrates
leaching to groundwater from irrigated agriculture and possible
statewide nitrogen-related regulatory limits on nitrogen applica-
tion and nitrogen discharge. The panel's recommendations will

be compiled into a draft report, which will soon be released for a
30-day public comment period. The expert panel will next meet on
Feb. 11 and again on March 11. Farmers and ranchers are encour-
aged to attend and provide public comment on current on-farm
nitrogen-related practices. More information can be found here.

Staff contact: Kari Fisher at kfisher@cfbf.com.

Final Consideration of Petition to List Southern Califor-
nia/Central Coast Mountain Lions

On Feb. 11-12, the California Fish and Game Commission will hold
its final consideration of the petition to list the Southern Califor-
nia/Central Coast evolutionarily significant unit of mountain lion
as a threatened or endangered species under the California En-
dangered Species Act. The commission is expected to take up the
petition Feb. 12 in Sacramento. California Farm Bureau submitted
a formal comment letter opposing the proposed listing and invited
county Farm Bureaus to join on the letter. California Farm Bureau
also has issued a FarmTeam Alert to allow members to send in
their own comments against the listing. Members of the public
may observe or participate in the meeting in person or via webi-
nar/teleconference.

Staff contact: Abby Carlson, acarlson@cfbf.com.

State Sen. Grove Reintroduces Ag Overtime Tax Credit
Bill

State Sen. Shannon Grove (R-Bakersfield) introduced Senate Bill
921 on Jan. 28, allowing agricultural employers to claim a credit
against payroll tax remittances to offset the overtime premium
portion ("the half" in time and a half). Grove was joined by state
Sen. Melissa Hurtado (D-Fresno).

SB 921 is nearly identical to Grove's 2025 bill, Senate Bill 628,
which failed to advance out of the Senate Labor, Public Employ-
ment, and Retirement Committee in April 2025. SB 921 is expected
to be referred to the Senate Labor Committee, with potential hear-
ing dates of March 25 or April 7.

Staff contact: Bryan Little, blittle@cfbf.com.

State Sen. Grove Introduces SB 899 Sponsored by CAF-
WA

State Sen. Shannon Grove (R-Bakersfield) introduced Senate Bill
899, which mandates that by July 1, 2028, the California Wildfire
and Forest Resilience Task Force will create and update a strategy
for implementing the goals of California's Wildfire and Forest Re-
silience Action Plan to assess the health impacts and costs of severe
wildfire smoke in collaboration with the Office of Environmental
Health Hazard Assessment and the California Department of Pub-
lic Health. This assessment should include developing a model to
estimate health benefits from achieving the action plan's goals and
provide recommendations to enhance these benefits. Farm Bu-
reau belongs to the California Forest Watershed Alliance with The
Nature Conservancy, Rural County Representatives of California,
Association of California Water Agencies and CalForests.

Staff contact: Peter Ansel, pansel@cfbf.com.

Spending Package in Flux, Shutdown Possible

The Senate voted down a spending package this week, putting
the federal government at risk of a shutdown. Eight Republicans
joined all Democrats in a 45-55 vote against the package, which
included funding for the Department of Homeland Security.
Following recent events in Minnesota, Democrats stated they
would not support any package funding DHS without commit-
ments from the Trump administration to reform certain tactics and
measures used by Immigration and Customs Enforcement. The
six-bill package would fund roughly three-quarters of the federal
government. Some Republican opposition was tied to calls for
deeper spending cuts elsewhere. As of this writing, a short-term
shutdown over the weekend appears likely.

Staff contact: Matthew Viohl, mviohl@cfbf.com.

Reminder: National Wildlife Refuge System Stakeholders
Survey

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is seeking feedback through a
National Wildlife Refuge System survey to improve refuge interac-
tions and efficiency and better align goals with missions. Agricul-
tural cooperators are encouraged to respond by Feb. 6. The sur-
vey is intended to help the service better understand stakeholder
ideas on how the NWRS can improve interactions, efficiencies and
consistency. The service is also looking at each refuge's original
purpose compared to its current focus and goals as well as seeking
to identify practical opportunities to better align resources, struc-
tures and processes to further the mission of the service. Members,
especially those who are current agricultural cooperators on ref-
uges, may have a particular interest in responding. The deadline
for response is Feb. 6.

Staff contact: Erin Huston, ehuston@cfbf.com.

See 'Updates' on page 17
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PESTICIDE HANDLER & FIT TESTING
MARCH 5, 2026

9:00-11:00 am - Spanish
12:00-2:00 pm - English

This is an annual training required by the
Department of Pesticide Regulation.

Pricing: Member $60/ Non Member $75 Register using the QR Code
or visit our website @

@Stan County FB Office : 1201 L 5t, Modesto https://stanfarmbureau.org/events/
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From Field to Kickoff: Where Super Bowl Foods
Begin

Source: American Farm Bureau

Key Takeaways:

. Super Bowl abundance reflects the scale of U.S. agriculture.
From chicken wings and cheese to chips, pizza and guacamole,
farmers and ranchers from the 50 states and Puerto Rico supply
the ingredients for one of the largest single-day food events of the
year.

d Strong consumer demand does not guarantee strong farm
margins. Across livestock, field crops and specialty crops, rising
costs for labor, energy, inputs and financing have outpaced prices
paid to farmers, leaving many producers facing tight or negative
margins even as grocery shelves remain full.

. Super Bowl demand highlights how production constraints
shape food sourcing. Exports help support farm prices for com-
modities like dairy, corn and wheat, while the spike in Super
Bowl demand for foods like salsa and guacamole exposes the cost,
seasonal, labor and regulatory pressures that limit U.S. tomato and
avocado production and increase reliance on imports during peak
consumption periods.

Americans will once again come together this Super Bowl Sun-
day, not just to cheer on their teams, but to enjoy classic game day
foods. From buffalo wings and pizza to chips, queso, guacamole
and salsa, farmers and ranchers across the country supply the in-
gredients that end up on millions of watch party tables.

For consumers, the Super Bowl represents the abundance of the
U.S. food system. For farmers, it highlights the scale and coordina-
tion required to supply a single day of peak food demand, even as
many farmers face rising costs, tight margins and growing uncer-
tainty. Here’s a closer look at where some Super Bowl favorites
come from and the challenges facing the farmers behind them.

From the Farm to the Watch Party

Chicken Wings
Few foods are more strongly associated with
the Super Bowl than chicken wings. Americans

While demand for wings remains strong, poultry growers oper-
ate in a highly consolidated, contract based system. Most farm-
ers do not own the birds they raise and receive a set payment for
growing them, limiting their ability to benefit when wholesale or
retail prices rise. At the same time, growers typically finance and
own their own poultry houses, often investing $1 million or more
in specialized buildings and equipment, while also shouldering
ongoing costs for energy, labor, biosecurity and disease manage-
ment. Even on one of the biggest food consumption days of the
year, strong consumer demand does not necessarily translate into
stronger margins at the farm level.

Cheddar Cheese & Queso (Milk)

Cheese, from mozzarella for pizza to queso dip and cheddar slices,
is a quiet workhorse of Super Bowl spreads. All of it starts with
milk, produced by dairy farmers across the country, with Califor-
nia, Wisconsin, Idaho, Texas and New York leading the way.

U.S. milk production is currently at record levels, helping keep
cheese plentiful and affordable for consumers. But those volumes
can be misleading. Much of today’s production reflects farmers
keeping cows in the herd longer and breeding more cows for beef
calves to help offset low milk prices, rather than expanding herds
for milk production over the long term.

That dynamic has contributed to lower milk prices at the farm
level, even as it has made U.S. dairy products highly competitive
abroad and supported strong export volumes. For farmers, elevat-
ed feed additive, labor, fuel and interest costs mean lower prices
translate directly into tighter margins, leaving many dairy opera-
tions under financial pressure even as cheese remains a Super
Bowl staple. That pressure has reshaped the industry over time: as
of 2024, the U.S. had roughly 24,800 dairy farms, down more than
60% from over 64,000 operations in 2005.

See 'SUPER' on page 13

RAYCO INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY

Locally Owned and Operated Scuce (96

are expected to eat well over a billion wings
during Super Bowl weekend, supplied by
poultry farmers concentrated across the South-
east and parts of the Midwest. States including
Georgia, Alabama, Arkansas and North Caro-
lina consistently rank among the nation’s top
chicken-producing states. In 2024, farm-level
poultry receipts totaled about $45.4 billion,

Air Compressors

Used Tool and Machinery Dealer
Steam and High Pressure Cleaners
Metal Working Tools and Machinery
Power Tools, Wood Working Tools and Machinery

Hand Tools, Abrasives, Saw Blades and Safety Supplies
Automotive Tools and Equipment, Shop Heaters and Coolers

Sales and Service

California Contractors License 708487

making poultry one of the most valuable seg-
ments of U.S. agriculture.

The Largest Selection of Heavy Duty Shop Tools and Machinery In Northern California

Modesto (209) 529-8984 Turlock (209) 632-2315

512 RIVER ROAD

712 LANDER AVENUE
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Honorable Mentions

(Left) Jacob Balakian, Tulare County Farm Bureau

(Bottom Left) Doug Phillips, Tulare County Farm
Bureau

(Below) Brittany Lambert, Butte County Farm
Bureau
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People's Choice - Laura McGrath, Yuba-Sutter Farm Bureau

At DePalma Orchards in Marysville, agriculture is a family
affair for Laura and Tony McGrath, a third-generation farmer
who grows prunes, peaches and almonds. The family also
operates a commercial prune dehydrator. One morning, their
1-year-old granddaughter, Rylie Bird, was “helping Nonna”
at the dehydrator when Laura McGrath decided to snap a few
photos. Sitting in a bin of freshly harvested fruit, Rylie seemed
right at home. “I feel the photo depicts how early the love of
agriculture can be instilled in kids,” Laura McGrath said.

First Place - Lily Wirz, age 12, San Benito County Farm Bureau

On her family’s ranch in San Benito County’s Cienega Valley, Lily
Wirz spends her days surrounded by winegrapes, cattle and wal-
nuts. When her teacher wanted pet photos for a classroom game,
she immediately thought of her rooster, Chick-a-Boom. “He

was very gentle with people and his hens,” Lily said. Taken one
morning in her backyard, the photo captures her fondness for the
rooster and the rural life she’s grown up in as the fourth genera-
tion on her family’s ranch.

Second Place - Grady Rocca, age 12, Fresno County Farm Bureau

When Grady Rocca set out with his dad to take photos near their home in Easton,
he didn’t have to look far for inspiration. Agriculture runs deep in his family.
Both of his grandfathers were lifelong farmers, and his dad teaches agriculture

at California State University, Fresno. Using the family’s Nikon camera, Grady
captured a late-afternoon shot of Thompson Seedless grapes in a neighbor’s vine-
yard just before harvest. “There used to be a lot of raisin grapes in our area,” he
said. “Raisins are still an important crop in California and a great snack.”




From 'SUPER' on page 10

Corn

Corn tortilla chips and other corn-based
snacks start with field (dent) corn — the
most widely planted crop in the United
States. Each year, farmers plant roughly 90
million acres of corn, with production con-
centrated in the Midwest, where states like
Iowa, Illinois and Nebraska consistently
rank among the top producers.

Corn’s role on Super Bowl Sunday reflects
just one part of a much larger picture.
About 40% of U.S. corn is used for livestock
feed, supporting meat, dairy and poultry
production. Roughly 33% is used for etha-
nol that helps Americans get to their Super
Bowl watch party. On average, about 18%
of this year’s U.S. corn production will be
exported, connecting American corn farm-
ers to global markets. The remaining corn is
used for food and seed.

Only a small share of corn ends up directly
on snack tables as corn flour for chips, but
that versatility is exactly what makes corn
such a cornerstone of U.S. agriculture.
However, despite strong consumer demand
for corn-based foods, fuels and exports,
corn farmers are projected to lose an aver-
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age of $173 per acre in crop year 2026, as
elevated production costs continue to out-
pace market prices. From 2023 to 2026, corn
farmers are estimated to lose $49.8 billion
before the farm safety net takes effect. Even
after receiving assistance, corn farmers are
still expected to operate at a loss. From fuel-
ing vehicles to feeding livestock — and, on
Super Bowl Sunday, filling chip bowls —
corn farmers remain central to supplying
both food and fuel markets, even as tight
margins persist.

Wheat

Pizza crusts, crackers and other baked
Super Bowl favorites all start with wheat

— one of the most widely grown crops in
the United States. Wheat is produced across
much of the country, with North Dakota,
Kansas and Montana among the top wheat-
producing states, each specializing in dif-
ferent types suited for specific food uses.
Wheat plays a uniquely global role in U.S.
agriculture. The United States exports
roughly 45% of its wheat production on
average, making foreign demand a critical
driver of farm prices. The remaining wheat
is used domestically, mostly for food prod-
ucts like bread, pizza crusts, crackers and
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pasta.

Hard red winter wheat — commonly
grown in the central and southern Plains

— is especially well suited for pizza dough
due to its protein content and baking
qualities. While wheat is a staple ingredi-
ent for many Super Bowl foods, producers
continue to face financial pressure. Wheat
farmers are projected to lose an average of
$136 per acre in crop year 2026, as market
prices remain below elevated production
costs. From 2023 to 2026, wheat farmers are
estimated to lose $20 billion before the farm
safety net takes effect. Like other producers,
even after assistance, wheat farmers are still
expected to operate at a loss.

Potatoes

Potato chips, fries and baked potatoes are
Super Bowl staples, supported by potato
farmers concentrated in top states including
Idaho, Washington, Wisconsin and North
Dakota. Potatoes are among the most eco-
nomically significant specialty crops in the
United States, supplying nearly $5 billion in
fresh and processed markets tied closely to
snack food demand.

Behind that demand, many potato grow-
ers face rising costs for labor, energy, stor-
age and other inputs that have outpaced
what the market is paying. While some
potatoes are sold under contracts that of-
fer more predictable prices, growers with
uncontracted potatoes have been especially
exposed to price swings. Recent estimates
suggest full production costs average
around $12 per hundredweight, while mar-
ket prices for uncontracted potatoes have
often fallen short.

As a result, the potato sector is estimated to
face roughly $700 million in losses, about
$800 per acre, even as consumer demand
for potato products remains strong. It's a
clear example of how popular foods can fill
Super Bowl tables while farmers struggle to
cover rising costs.

See 'SUPER' on page 14
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Tomatoes

Tomatoes are a key ingredient in salsa, pizza sauce and condi-
ments that show up on Super Bowl tables nationwide. U.S. toma-

V‘E R M EU LE N k. to production is concentrated primarily in California and Florida,
though imports, especially from Mexico, now account for about

ALM u N D H U |_|_| NG i s 70% of tomatoes consumed in the United States.

Modesto, CA | For domestic growers, strong consumer demand has not trans-
’ ‘Hw ﬂi lated into strong farm margins. In Florida, for example, tomato
' : producers face production costs near $37,000 per hectare (roughly
| = 15 . F $15,000 per acre) but earn only about $33,400 in revenue, result-
4 " - _ - ing in an implied loss of roughly $3,600 per hectare ($1,460 per
A e s - acre). Labor alone accounts for 30%—-40% of total production
T —\!1 4 ..'?__ - T e o ~ costs, and growers typically capture only about one-third of the
\ : . retail tomato price. Rising labor expenses, regulatory compliance
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costs and competition from lower-cost imports continue to pres-
sure U.S. producers, even as tomato-based foods remain a Super
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Fast, Efficient Processing
No Long-Term Stockpiling

Color-Sorted Meat & In-Shell Lines

Commiitted to Quality & Precision

(209) 988-3661

Call Paul Vermeulen today to plan your
harvest, hulling, & shelling needs!
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Stockton Crows Landing Ballico
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Holt Woodland
(209) 921-6011 (707) 678-4277
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