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Kris and Emily Melgard stand in front of a field of Rouge de Bordeaux, a 19th century French

heirloom hard red winter wheat variety sought after by artisan bread bakers.

See full story on page 3
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HURST RANEH, JAMESTOWN
6:00PM SOCIAL, 7:00PM DINNER

EVENT DETAILS

Fri. July 24, 2026

Hurst Ranch, 17415 CA-108, Jamestown
6:00 Hosted Social & Silent Auction

7:00 Dinner

7:30 Live Auction & Dutch Oven Desserts

TICKETS

$40.00 Adults, $10.00 For 12 & under
Purchase by calling (209) 522-7278
Or Scan to purchase online:

[=]

o,

THE BEST SILENT &
LIVE AUCTION!

If you would like to donate an item for the
auction or silent auction, please bring one or call Abi (209) 522-7278 to arrange
pickup. This event benefits our Farm Bureau programs and advocacy efforts.

SCFB MISSION STATEMENT

To serve as the voice of Stanislaus County agriculture at all levels of
government, while providing programs to assist its farms and family
members and educate the general public of needs and
importance to agriculture.



Freshly Milled and Farmer
Grown: Inside Melgard Farms

By Vicky Boyd, SCFB

Kris and Emily Melgard have borrowed the
concept behind estate-grown wines and ap-
plied it to the estate-grown flour they pro-
duce and mill on their farm near Turlock.

“We had a desire to bring a product to

the consumer where we controlled every-
thing,” Kris said. “We wanted to do some-
thing where we could control the price, we
could control every aspect of the product.
It's frustrating being a farmer in a commod-
ity market because you have zero control.”

A second-generation farmer, Kris said he
and his wife also wanted to connect more to
the consumer to educate them about what
goes into producing the foods they eat. By
selling their freshly milled flour directly to
consumers via their website, www.mel-

gardfarms.com, and at farmers markets in
Turlock, Ripon, Livermore and Campbell,
they can have those conversations.

“Part of what we're trying to do is repair
that farmer-to-consumer relationship,” Em-
ily said. “We value the markets and get to
speak with people and talk about how we
farm.”

The Melgards also sell their flour retail at
Bloomingcamp Ranch in Oakdale and in
bulk bags to cottage bakers and small bak-
eries from Fresno to Lodi. They occasion-
ally receive inquiries about larger orders,
but they’re currently too small to fill them.
One day that may change, but for now
they're taking growth and market expan-
sion slowly so they can maintain quality
and not overextend themselves.

When the couple first started their endeav-
or two years ago, they thought long and
hard about how they’d price their product.

Emily Melgard cleans the screens in a mill after she finishes milling flour.
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In the end, their flour is priced comparably
to high-quality brands found in grocery
stores, such as Bob’s Red Mill and King
Arthur Baking Co.

“We want local people to buy fresh, local
four, but not at a price that’s double,” Kris
said.

NOT ALL FLOURS ARE CREATED
EQUALLY

Kris, who works off the farm in an ag-re-
lated job, grew up on the same ground that
the couple is farming today. Emily spent
two years working in a bakery where she
developed her passion for baking before
the couple started their vertically integrated
enterprise.

Initially, they planted a small amount of
wheat and milled it with a small mill to see
if they could even pull it off. The answer
was a resounding yes.

Even though the Melgards are just han-
dling one ingredient — flour — they had to
obtain a processed food registration from
the California Department of Public Health.
The state inspects them annually.

In addition, they obtained a certified
producers certificate from the Stanislaus
County Agricultural Commissioner. It al-
lows farmers to sell their own ag products
directly to consumers at certified farmers
markets without meeting standard packag-
ing and labeling requirements.

With her baking background, Emily knew
the general grain types to produce spe-
cific flours. Pastry flour, for example, has
relatively low protein and comes from soft
white winter wheat. Also called cake flour,
it is known for producing delicate, flaky
pastries, cakes and cookies.

Hard red wheat, on the other hand, produc-
es a bread flour with a higher protein con-
tent. With a slight nutty flavor, it is ideal for
artisan or rustic breads. It also has higher
gluten, a naturally occurring protein found

See 'Milled' on page 4
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From 'Milled' on page 3

in wheat, rye and barley that’s responsible
for dough rising and the structure needed
for breads.

Durum wheat produces a very high-protein
Semolina flour with a malty flavor. Because
of the protein levels, the dough requires a
lot of kneading but it also has high elastic-
ity that lends itself to rolling or putting
through a pasta machine.

The Melgards’ pizza flour is a blend of all
three types, with the more-golden color of
the durum but the nuttier flavor of the hard
red.

They offer each class of flour as both whole
wheat and regular. For whole-wheat flour,
they mill the entire kernel, including the
nutrient-rich bran, germ and endosperm.
Regular flour involves screening out the
bran and germ during milling. But unlike

commercial white flour, the Melgards don’t
enrich their products nor do they bleach

them, so they still have a slightly creamy

color.

Emily continues to harness her baking pas-
sion to develop new recipes that use their
flours, and each bag is imprinted with one

of her favorites.

This year, they have 10 varieties of mostly
wheat, along with a field of Danko rye.

The couple leaned heavily into heritage
varieties, such as Sonora soft white winter

wheat and Red Fife hard red wheat, that
date back to the 1800s or earlier. While they
may give up a bit of yield compared to

modern varieties and hybrids, Kris said it’s
worth it for the flavors and other traits the
older varieties bring.

BACK TO THE OLDEN DAYS

Kris is in charge of figuring out the varietal

mix to plant.

“It's been a lot of research and a lot of chal-
lenges just trying to source some of these
varieties that are hard to find,” he said.

Ultimately, they found Grain R&D in
Arizona to be a valuable seed source.

STAN CO FAIR

tickets are on sale now!

stancofair’'comlGIN § JSM@stancofain

FAIR
DATES:

8:30/ PMINIGHTLY,

CLINT BLACK
TBA

BANDA EL MEXICANO

DIAMOND RIO

TWIST ONTAYLOR

30H!3
ASHANTI
MAYDAY PARADE

YING YANG TWINS
BANDA CARNAVAL

6:30 PM NIGHTLY

*5:530 START TIME
TRUCK & TRACTOR PULLS 1*
TRUCK & TRACTOR PULLS 2*
BLOODLESS BULLFIGHTS
DESTRUCTION DERBY 1
DESTRUCTION DERBY 2
MONSTER TRUCKS 1
MONSTER TRUCKS 2
PRCA RODEO
MOTOCROSS
HUMPZ N’ HORNZ

The Melgards also are experimenting with

Einkorn and Emma, ancient non-hybrid-

ized wheat varieties that have been grown
for thousands of years. Einkorn is coveted

for its ease of digestibility and low-glyce-
mic index, meaning it doesn’t spike blood
sugar easily, Emily said.

Unfortunately, Kris said, the plants are low
vigor. The seeds were slow to germinate,
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2026 Continuing Education Schedule

Stanislaus County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office is
happy to announce our continued partnership with the
Stanislaus County Farm Bureau for the 2026 Continuing
Education Series. With this partnership will come the
ability for us to host a wide variety of other topics and
increase your access to continuing education credits.
All in-person classes will be held in Harvest Hall at 3800
Cornucopia Way, Modesto, CA 95358.

Online Webinar Schedule
April 21, 2026 5pm-6pm 1hr. L&R

+ High VOCs and Label Review

July 29,2026 5pm-6pm 1hr. L&R
+ Regulatory Reminders & Updates

September 17,2026 5pm-6pm 1hr. L&R
+ Worker Health & Safety General Standards of Care

October 22, 2026 5pm-6pm 1hr. L&R
+ School Notification & Regulations

Please visit our website http://www.stanag.org and click
on continuing education to register for your spot at our
continuing education class. Once you register for the
class, you will receive an email confirming your spot has
been saved.

In-Person Class Schedule

May 28, 2026 10am-12pm 2hrs. L&R

« Contracted Employees: Determining the Responsible Employer
« Pesticide Handler Safety Training

June 10, 2026 5pm-7pm 2hrs. L&R
« Common Violations
« Notice of Intents & Pesticide Use Reports

June 25, 2026 10am-12pm 1hr. L&R/1hr. Other

+ Bees & Neonicotinoids
« Best Management Practices for Bees

July 9, 2026 10am-2:30pm 2hrs. L&R/2 hrs. Other

« What to Expect During a Use Monitoring Inspection
« Drift Prevention & Best Application Practices

« Calibration Demonstration

« New Technology with Drones

August 25, 2026 10am-12pm 2hrs. L&R

« Commodity Fumigation Inspections
« Field Fumigation Inspections & Regulatory Requirements

October 13, 2026 10am-12pm 2hrs. L&R

+ New Grower Regulatory Expectations
« Permit Conditions/Alternatives & Mitigations

November 4, 2026 10am-12pm 1hr. L&R/1 hr. Other

* How to Read a Label & Label Review
« Agricultural Pest Updates

December 8, 2026 10am-12pm 1hr. L&R/1hr. Other

¢ Burrowing Vertibrate Fumigation Requirements
¢ Rodent Control: Carbon Monoxide Demonstration

All classes are still pending approval from CDPR. For verification of CE hours and category approval, please call (209) 525-4730 one week prior to the class or
work-shop. If you need Spanish translation of any of our scheduled classes, please contact our office one week prior and we will make arrangements. Si desea
una traduccién al espafiol de una de nuestras clases programadas, comuniquese una semana antes de la fecha de la clase, para intentar hacer acomodacion .




allowing weeds to get ahead of them. It also
has been slow growing and hadn’t even be-
gun to head in early May while all of their
other varieties had headed out and some
were already drying down.

Although the Melgards are not certified
organic, they apply no synthetic inputs to
their grains. They also have adopted regen-
erative practices, such as using compost to
provide nitrogen and improve soil health.

SLOWLY BUT SURELY

Two years in, the Melgards have expanded
to two stone mills that can produce whole-
wheat as well as regular flours. Their latest
model was designed in France but built in
California. The granite stone used to mill
the flour came from near Yosemite.

They’ve also built a “flour shop” on the
farm to house their mills and grain await-
ing milling. Throughout their journey, the
Melgards said they’ve found the milling
community nationwide to be very open and
willing to share when they had questions or
encountered challenges. The Melgards also
have had to learn skills outside of the direct
milling, such as bag designing, marketing
and web maintenance.

“It's been a lot of learning,” Kris said. “All
of these things that we haven’t been ex-
posed to, even the website, have been a
learning curve.”

Your Land. Your Legacy. Our Expertise.

At Terra West Group, we provide specialized
real estate brokerage, and financial advisory
services.

Whether you're:

¢ Considering selling your land

¢ Planning succession for your family
¢ Exploring investment opportunities

Our team delivers trusted guidance,
market expertise, and proven results.

Donny Rocha
Call (209) 606-5767
donny@terrawest.group
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Why rocket scientists began counting nuts in
California

For decades, experts have done their best to estimate the size of California’s almond
crop prior to harvest. With the state producing most of the world’s supply, the
global market rises and falls with the fate of the Central Valley crop. Expectation of
a shortage can stoke competition among buyers and raise prices, while a large crop
forecast can achieve the opposite. “It affects many lives,” said Jasbir Sidhu, who
grows almonds in Fresno and Madera counties. But the expansion of California’s al-
mond industry, which brought greater variation from one orchard to the next, made
it harder to forecast statewide yields by sampling a subset of orchards. In Decem-
ber, the Almond Board of California’s directors voted to stop funding a key forecast
provided for decades by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Instead, the industry
is looking to private entities to find new ways to estimate the crop. While counting
nuts may not be rocket science, some firms have leveraged experience in aerospace
engineering —using technologies such as remote sensing and machine learning —to
forecast crop yields.

*‘j COIT AND HEWES LLC

719 E Grayson Rd
Modesto, CA
95358 M-F 8-4PM

2095319891

Replacement Parts for
WEISS, FLORY, OMC,
ORCHARD RITE, COE

SWEEPER BEARINGS

SHAKER PAD OVAL AND ROUND

HARVESTER PICKUP BELTS SWEEPER PADDLES SHAKER SLING PADS

RAYCO INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY
Locally Owned and Operated Scuce (969

Sales and Service

California Contractors License 708487

Air Compressors

Used Tool and Machinery Dealer
Steam and High Pressure Cleaners
Metal Working Tools and Machinery
Power Tools, Wood Working Tools and Machinery

Hand Tools, Abrasives, Saw Blades and Safety Supplies
Automotive Tools and Equipment, Shop Heaters and Coolers

The Largest Selection of Heavy Duty Shop Tools and Machinery In Northern California

Modesto (209) 529-8984 Turlock (209) 632-2315
512 RIVER RoAD 712 LANDER AVENUE
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FREE ADS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

As another membership service, Farm Bureau members are offered FREE classified advertising in the Stanislaus
Farm News. Ads must be 18 words or less and only one ad per month per membership (membership number
required.) Ads may be MAILED to the Stanislaus Farm News, or BROUGHT to the SCFB office, 1201 L Street,
Downtown Modesto. NO PHONE-IN OR FAX free ads will be accepted. Free ads are restricted to farm machinery
or equipment or unprocessed farm products. Farm jobs wanted or offered will also be accepted. No real estate

ads and no commercial items or services will be accepted. 209-522-7278
1000 SERVICES

Classified Ad's $4.40 per run.
COPY DEADLINE: MONDAY 12 NOON RON MARTELLA
Custom Nut Harvesting

RATES: Display rates on request. Terms are cash. Ads should be paid for at time of first
insertion or immediately after receipt of bill if order is placed by telephone or mail. ER- SHA KING, SWEEPING

ROOFING  FENCING » PLYWOOD  SIDING

RORS: The Stanislaus Farm News will not be liable for more than one incorrect insertion. AND HARVESTING
Errors must be called to the attention of the Classified Advertising Department not later 883-4819 or 883-0690
than 4 p.m. on the Tuesday following publication of the ad. Claims for adjustment must . .
be made within 15 days. We reserve the right to reject or revise any advertisement. Woodbrldge Spraylng '
Field Spraying 1
510 LIVESTOCK Orchard Spraying Let § Buﬂd Togethﬂ'
120 SPECIAL NOTICES Kenyon Organic Services SBOBS;g];e Since 1953
Organic Consulting Services - (TFN) . .
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS CUT Crop and Livestock Carol KCDYOI‘L We haul Rock, Sand, Gravel Denalr Locatlon : (209) 632-2494
YOUR ENERGY BILLS ELIMINATE (209) 484-1097 . ’ ' ’
DUST & NOISE - Demolition Clean Up & Removal,

ck.cattle23@gmail.com Tree Holes, Irrigation Lines & More.

Lic. # 884701

Lowest Prices Guaranteed! Largest Selection in the
Valley! Wind , Doors, Skylights, proofing,

Licensed, Bonded & Insured.
Visit Our Showroom:
1050 Kansas Ave., Modesto
Cal Comfort Insulating Windows, Inc.
Contractors Lic. #51317 Class C17B

Sale Alfalfa. Best price, great
quality. Bigger Bales especially
suited to horses. Cook Valley
Angus Ranches Modesto 209 996

Home-(209) 848-0538
Cell (209) 525-7715 (ren)

Wilson Portable Welding

Riverbank Location: (209) 869-4424
www.DenairLumberCo.com

7365 & Available May- Oct

Used Cattle Gates
14 cattle gates, 12 ft long
2 cattle gates, 16 ft long
Very Reasonable

Call: 209-505-1752

209-527-1310 (TFN)
500 FARM EQUIPMENT

Spring tooth with attached following harrow. 8
ft wide, 3 point hook-up asking $1000

Structural « Fabrication * General Repair
* Dairy Repair « Ag Repair
*Mobile - 765-3596
* Shop — 524-3016 (TFN)

Premier California Properties
Agl/Investment Properties

HARDWARE ¢ INSULATION  WINDOWS « 0.5.B.

Brush rake. Rear push. 9ft wide adjustable 800 For Rent Marcus Haney
spacing for 4 or 5 forks asking $1000 Dairy for Rent Realtor #01917446 FRED NETO & SONS
Text or leave VM for Contact me at 209/605-6727 (209) 669-FRED

Permitted for 614 Cows
With Flush and Freestalls
400 head open heifer facility Orchard & wild land tree piles. Smoke-

Turlock, Ca . _Iess . )
Call 209-678-2632 conversion to biochar on site. Davis

Agriculture
LAND FOR RENT
8 ACRES, OAKDALE (209) 670-5278

NEAR PIONEER RD -on OID 1100 MISCELLANEOUS

Owner live in house while leasing.
$2K/MONTH- renew 3-5year
CONTACT: JOHN @ 209-857-9750 METAL BUILDINGS
Provided & installed, interior upgrades
available, fully engineered, references

209-505-1731 www.premiercaproperties.com

For Sale:
John Deere 5100ML low profile with Exact cab
Vrisimo flail mower — 12’ & 8’
PBM 500 gallon sprayer with electric valves (never
used)
Durand Wayland 500 gallon sprayer
Domries float leveler — 12

Fax (209) 669-0545

Net0...

Commitment to Excellence
Specializing in:
B.B.Q Steaks - Ribs
Pork - Chicken

Seasoned Meats
Fred’s Portuguese Beans

Call Joe: 209-404-3326

Tractor trailer, crank up
ramps. 20" truck tires $2500

jedirect420@gmail.com

1000 SERVICES

Call 209-537-9491 available. Active Industrial Contracting
Electrical and _ Michael Frost - 613-3548. P af:@ Platters
Verisimo Might Max fail mower. Model # Refrigeration Service Lic. #735904 (TFN) Deli Spreads ALL OCCASIONS / FREE ESTIMATES

No job to small. Troubleshooting,
upgrades on home, ranch, dairy, and
commercial buildings.
209-648-7748
Martin Reyes
Land leveling, Discing Chiseling
Lice.#954989
(209) 605-4079

Noeller Farm
farm & ranch management
Almond, Peaches, Walnuts
custom Almond & Walnuts
(209) 883-2417 or
(209) 606-2084

Need help with your Farm
Labor?
Call Lencioni Farm Services
209-537-2186
Rene’s mobile notary
Notary Public
Certified loan signing agent
Call for a quote
Cal 209-252-4641
Insured Bonded Certified

SC-100 asking $5000
Orchard float roller 9ft wide asking $1000
Text or leave a VM 209-505-1731

3/4 inch METAL PIPE, 10 FOOT
SECTIONS, 700 PCS.
Tom (209) 402-9870 or
Bob (209) 402-9873

Ford 3400 runs well
12 attachments, Diesel

Needs a new home
$9000/obo  Call 209-479-6214

Weiss McNair 9800 Calif Special PTO almond pickup
machine. homas discharge cart
4 super carts, Thomas elevator
Duran Wyland 500 gal PTO air blast sprayer
Kubota M9960 tractor, Schmeiser 10 foot float
10 foot orchard float
PBM HAV 300 weed sprayer
10 foot offset disk, Cotton trailer

Call Lane, 209-484-0882

1318 N. Golden State Boulevard, Turlock, CA

RS

VAN DE POL

1947 - 2022

LOW COST HOUSING Largest Inventory
in Valley of Preowned Mobile Homes. Ap-
prox. 100 to choose from. Priced to fit your
Budget. Transportation Available. DLR.
209-632-0854.

Wanted:

Cash paid for OLD Barn and Shop
items; vintage tools, unwanted junk, old
bottles & oil cans
209-774-6582

For Sale
'67 2T Chevy Truck w/16’ Bed, 21’ Trailer
$12,000 ‘60s Yale 5k Forklift $6,000
Bin Trailers $1,500/ea
Contact: 209-988-0700
1989 heavy duty 2 axle gooseneck trailer
20' plus 5' long beavertail
plus ramps and wincher
26,000 Ib capacity
$12,000 OBO, great condition
call 209-988-3428
Hampton Ranch, CA
8' pretrested posts ~ 4" diameter $15 each
Hickman, Ca
Call 209-648-3249
2025 Wheat Hay 3 string bales

$7/bale call 209-484-3493
Leave message, no texts

= VAN DE POL

FUELS & LUBRICANTS

Celebrating 75 years of serving the
San Joaquin Valley!

We're your strategic partner - delivering
great service with roots in the local community.

2022 M7060HD12 Kubota Tractor Front Blade/
Groomer*Front Assist*Rear Rubber
Scrapper*For Freestalls & Feed Pushup* Low Hours
1620 *$40,000 2024 Honda 4 TraxRancher*Excellent
Condition *$7,500 100 Gallon Sprayer w/ PTO
Pump* 10 FT Wide Boom w/ hand sprayer*$2,500
Contact Dwayne 209-678-1151

Increase Soil Health

10 ft rears mower $6200  10.5 ft hy- Apply worm casting
drauéilco%iosc $%%510d ldet spé'izré 6ooth BCIIO I(I:Bar _Blind Fordson Collectors!
ade ridger a avis Ag 55 FM —
i - - Roll C E Weights R
3k s 000 209-670-5278 Foll Cage £ Woigis Rune Performance delivered.

209-768-6060 Send a MSG.

Leave a message or text PROAG Commercial

Fuels | Lubricants | Renewable Diesel

For sale Jackrabbit Pruning Tower Ag. Spraying Vineyard recently pulled, end posts $20/each
$8,500.00,0r OBO 3 cylinder Kubota Orchard, vineyard $ herbicide about 300 available . . . .
diesel engine, very good condition model applications Call Joe @ 209-602-0990 Industrial Fluids | Diesel Exhaust Fluid

1991 approx. Included almost new hydrau-
lic lopper shear and chain saw.
Call Tim 209-648-3724, Turlock or
email timv@elite.net

209-613-6355 Pat, 209-678-8072
Matt, 209-613-3227 Justin
Visit proag.webs.com

FREE 40 foot metal antenna
You take down
Call: 209-505-0555

209.667.0236

| vandepol.us




Water Safety: A Ub, of Zife!

%rdegal))

ALMOND SHELLING

Since 1986
-State of the Art Equipment
80’ Truck Scale
Maximized Returns
*Owner Operated
‘Inshell line complete with
Satake color sorter
‘High Capacity dryer for bin
or bulk loads

Peter Verdegaal Office
209-628-1008 209-356-0210

8016 Winton Way, Winton

Serving Stanislaus &
Merced Counties
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Member Engagement Needed - Perspectives on CD-

FW's Wolf-Livestock Compensation Program Survey

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife, along with the University of
California, Berkeley, and University of California Cooperative Extension, is
seeking input from livestock producers and California residents on the future
of the state’s Wolf-Livestock Compensation Program.

The anonymous survey is intended to help inform im-
provements to the pilot compensation program estab-
lished in 2021 and gather feedback from those directly
impacted by wolf activity and livestock management
challenges across the state. Responses will be securely
maintained by UC and shared only in aggregate form
with CDFW and the public. This survey is separate
from the UC survey distributed in July 2025.

The survey takes approximately 20 minutes to complete and will remain open
through June 11.

ANIMAL HEALTH - FENCING - RANCH & HOME

576 Warnerville Road
Oakdale, CA 95361
(209) 847-8977

LIVESTOCK HANDING - HARDWARE - CLOTHING

WWW.CONLINSUPPLY.COM
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Late-season Rain for Processing
Tomato Growers: An Alert for
Impaired Harvest Quality

Zheng Wang, UCCE Stanislaus Farm Ad-
visor — Vegetable Crops and Irrigation

A rainstorm in August or September
when processing tomatoes in our county
are ready to harvest is uncommon.

But when it happens, processing to-
mato growers will face the risk of fungal
pathogens to damage fruit quality near
harvest. Black mold fruit rot is a destruc-
tive late-season fungal disease mainly
caused by Alternaria alternata. The
pathogen, triggered by high humidity
and moisture, can cause dark, velvet-like
lesions on ripe tomato fruit that severely
downgrade yield and fruit quality (See
the image). It just takes about 3 to 5
hours of wetness for black mold spores
to germinate. And then the spores in-
fect fruit by directly penetrating tomato
epidermis. Heavy and widespread fruit
infection (excessive mold counts) can oc-
cur within 5 days, possibly leading to the
whole field being unharvestable because
of the high probability of load rejections
by the processing facility.

With the late-season rainfall that brings
humidity and moderate temperature,
there is also risk of late blight (Phytoph-
thora infestans). While it is not common
in California, the issue does occasionally
happen and devastate processing tomato
yield and quality. Like black mold, the
pathogen also thrives in cool, wet, and
humid conditions when the average tem-
perature range is between 60 and 78 °F
at 90% humidity. Infection can occur in
about 10 hours.

Field management of black mold in-
cludes cultural practices and preventive
chemical applications.

. Irrigation and water management:
Keeping fruit surface dry can prevent or
slow down fungal spore germination.

. Timely harvest: Timely harvest
remains a critical measurement to reduce
the risk of fruit black mold. Delays in har-
vest expose ripe fruits to rain or dew for a
longer period, elevating the chance of infec-
tion.

° Canopy management: Tomato va-
rieties that develop and sustain dense
canopies at maturity may protect fruit from
dew. However, a dense canopy can be a
double-edged sword as dense canopy also
retains high humidity and blocks airflow.

. Fungicides: Fungicides have shown
some benefits but definitely have some
limitations. Treatment can prioritize late-
harvest fields, in rainy years, fields at
higher risk to sunburn damage, or variet-
ies producing small canopies and without
EFS/EFH (Extended Field Storage/Holding)
traits.

. Post-rainfall applications are usually
not as effective as those made in advance of
the rain.

. Keep in mind that there are limita-
tions that pesticides can do. Even the best
materials may only reduce the disease
incidence by half. Good coverage and care-
ful selection of materials are important for
fungicide efficacy. As usual, always read
and follow the labels.

. Utilize the UC IPM Tomato Pest
Management Guidelines for black mold as
your reference (https://ipm.ucanr.edu/agri-
culture/tomato/black-mold/).
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WE’RE HIRING!
]
GROWER RELATIONS & EDUCATION COORDINATOR

We are seeking an organized,

professional, and enthusiastic individual to join our
team. This position will focus on grower outreach,
educational programming, event coordination,

communications, and member engagement.

Strong written and verbal communication skills
Excellent organizational skills with attention to detail
Ability to manage multiple projects and deadlines in a
fast-paced environment . i 2
Comfortable speaking with growers, members, ‘

volunteers, and community stakeholders APPLY o
Experience with social media platforms including Call our office for more
Facebook and Instagram : details - 522-7278

TR *’ / ‘
W

— Grimbleb
LG’ Colemany

ADVISORS | ACCOUNTANTS

gccpas.net | 209.527.4220

Steady Growth Starts With
Sound Accounting Advice

CLIENT ACCOUNTING
CONTROLLER & CFO SERVICES pa rtner Wi'|'h us.
AUDIT & ASSURANCE ! |

|
AX SERVICES Let’s Get Growing!
BUSINESS ADVISORY
ESTATES & TRUSTS

WEALTH MANAGEM ENT [ \ \ [ [] |_ AN INDEPENDENT MEMBER OF Cal
£400

DO
ERMS ALLIANCE USA “ CPA

202
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Experts seek methane-cutting
solutions

V‘E R M EU LE ._ o | Private companies and researchers at the University of California,

i S Davis, are working with farmers to develop new ways to reduce
ALMOND HULLING o= methane emissions from cattle. To address methane from cow

Modesto, CA {
:

burps, or enteric methane, UC Davis professor of animal science
Ermias Kebreab is studying a compound in red seaweed as a
feed additive that has been shown to lower methane production
=~ ~ | inthe animals’ rumens. Kebreab is also exploring gene-editing
: -/ | technology that could permanently decrease methane production.
L ® At the same time, dairy farms have adopted methane digesters
" and waste-treatment systems that turn emissions from manure
into renewable energy and other usable products. Farmers say
it’s crucial that these solutions make financial sense for their op-
= erations so that the technologies could be broadly implemented.
— ' “Sustainability always has to start with financial sustainability,”

HAR\IEST ° TRUCK'NG ° HUI.I.'NG ° SHELL'NG Merced County dairy farmer Simon Vander Woude said.

ONE CALL CAN DO IT ALL

STAMISLAUS COUNTY

Fast, Efficient Processing FARM BUREAU
No Long-Term Stockpiling T -

Color-Sorted Meat & In-Shell Lines SAVE THE DATE
Committed to Quality & Precision SEPTEMBEH 26 2026
y

(209)988-3661  irc reacrier conrerence

Call Paul Vermeulen today to plan your
harvest, hulling, & shelling needs!

STANISLAUS COUNTY REGISTRATION
FARM BUREAU OFFICE @ OPENS MAY 25, 2026
1201 L. STREET

WWW.LEARNABOUTAG.ORG/
MODESTO, CA 95354 PROGRAMS/CONFERENCE

s HANDS-ON WORKSHOPS
Registration: 55 LOCAL FARM FIELD TRIP EXPERIENCE

$100

CLASSROOM-READY RESOURCES

47> CONNECT WITH FELLOW EDUCATORS
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Movement on Three Cal/OSHA Regulatory Proposals

Recent developments involving the California Division of Occupational Safety and Health, or Cal/OSHA, and the California Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Standards Board brought positive movement on two regulatory issues impacting agriculture, while a third
proposal remains under review.

First, Cal/OSHA and standards board staff have agreed with stakeholders on updates to first-aid kit requirements under General In-
dustry Safety Orders 3400 and 3439. For decades, regulations required employers to have first-aid kits individually reviewed and ap-
proved by a healthcare professional, though the rule was rarely enforced. Under the proposed modernization, employers would instead
be allowed to rely on compliance with American National Standards Institute standards for first-aid kit contents and packaging. Once
formally adopted later this year, the change is expected to provide employers with clearer and more practical guidance for maintaining
compliant first-aid kits at worksites.

Second, standards board staff announced they will revisit their March 2025 proposal regulating swinging powered and unpowered
workplace gates, an issue that raised significant concerns for agricultural employers. The board now plans to hold an advisory commit-
tee later this year to gather additional stakeholder input before moving forward.
Lastly, Cal/OSHA recently released draft revisions to workplace violence prevention plan requirements. The proposal would formally
incorporate workplace violence prevention requirements enacted by the Legislature in 2024 into Cal/OSHA regulations. California Farm
Bureau continues to review the draft language and will provide updates as the regulatory process develops.

Modesto Junior College (MJC)
School of Agriculture prepared for
the annual North American Colleges
and  Teachers of  Agriculture
(NACTA) competition, held April
22-25, 2026, in Normal, Ill. More
than 40 community colleges and
brought over 900
competitors to the event. MJC was

universities

represented by 36 students and seven
instructors competing in more than
15 contests.

CROP JUDGING

Preparation for the competition
began April 16, when the MJC Crops
and Soils teams traveled to Purdue
University for training with Dr.
Gerber, head of the Crops
Department, and Dr. Bradford, head
of the Soils Department. This
ongoing collaboration has continued
for the past three years.

While at Purdue, students toured
campus facilities and participated in
a joint study session led by university
teams. The session focused on

contest  structure,  preparation

strategies, and expectations for
success at the national level.
Following the lecture, Dr. Gerber led
a crops lab while soils students

worked separately with Dr. Bradford.

NACTA

The MJC Crops Team practiced seed
identification, fertilizer calculations,
pesticide and  herbicide label
interpretation, and general plant
science knowledge. The NACTA
Crops Judging Contest includes
applied math problems,
identification of crops, weeds, seeds,
insects, and equipment, as well as an
agronomy exam covering crop
production, soils, plant science, and
pest management. After practice,
Purdue students and Dr. Gerber
reviewed answers and  shared
additional study strategies.

SOIL JUDGING

Meanwhile, the MJC Soils Team
trained with Dr. Bradford, focusing
on soil texture classification, soil
survey interpretation, and soil profile
evaluation. Students ‘analyzed soil
monoliths and practiced soil pit
assessments alongside Purdue
students, gaining hands-on
experience in full soil profile analysis.

Students also participated in a
greenhouse tour, where they worked
with Purdue peers to identify weeds,
crops, grasses, and forage species
from official contest identification
lists. The experience
allowed students to ask questions
and reinforce identification skills in a
real-world setting.

hands-on

|2

2026

NORMAL,

After completing training at Purdue,
both teams traveled to Normal, IlI.,
to continue preparation. Additional
collaboration ~with ITowa State
University and the University of
Wisconsin—Platteville further
strengthened student readiness and
confidence.

DAIRY JUDGING

On April 19, the dairy judging team
traveled to St. Paul, Minn., where
they trained through April 21 and
toured the University of Minnesota.
Later that evening, they joined 17
additional MJC students in Chicago,
Ill. On April 22, teams toured Fair
Oaks Farms before traveling to
Purdue University and continuing
on to Normal for the start of
competition.

Following the week of competition,
MJC School of Agriculture was
named Reserve Champion
Community College of Agriculture
in the nation. The program extends
its gratitude to the college and
community for their continued
support of its teams.

ILLINOIS STATE
UNIVERSITY

(" 3RD HIGH TEAM

3RD HIGH TEAM

AG COMPUTERS

AMELIA FERRARIO, JEANNE OOSTERMAN,
RILEY WHISLER & BREANNA SOUZA

{  1ST HIGH TEAM

[ 4 AG BUSINESS '

JEANNE OOSTERMAN, NOEL JACOBSON,
MADDIE ZWEEGMAN & AMELIA FERRARIO

( 2NDHIGH TEAM )

CROP JUDGING

JOEL BARNEY, JADA CHRISTOPHERSON,
HANNAH WAMPLER, ALEXIS DIAS,
ANGELINA CRUZ & SAMANTHA POWELL

2ND HIGH TEAM

DAIRY JUDGING

BREANNA SOUZA, JACOB AHLEM,
DANIEL DINIZ, RILEY WHISLER &
JOSHUAH MICHELENA

{" 1ST HIGH TEAM

PARLIAMENTARY
PROCEDURE

JASMINE HALL, MADDIE ZWEEGMAN,
JOSEPH AVILA, NOEL JACOBSON &
DESTINY REYES

PORTFOLIO

ALEXA ALTO, PEYTON WOOD, HANNAH
WAMPLER, DESTINY REYES & JOSEPH AVILA

RESULTS

2ND HIGH TEAM

AG EDUCATION

JASMINE HALL, PEYTON DECOITE,
JOSEPH AVILA & DESTINY REYES

(" 2ND HIGH TEAM )

HORTICULTURE

JEANNE OOSTERMAN, MACKENZIE PHILLIPS,
ALEXIA SANCHEZ & PEYTON DECOITE

(" 3RD HIGH TEAM )

SOIL JUDGING

JOEL BARNEY, MATTHEW GUTIERREZ,
HANNAH WAMPLER & VICTOR MARTINS

HIGH INDIVIDUALS

1ST HIGH INDIVIDUAL

AMELIA FERRARIO - AG BUSINESS
AMELIA FERRARIO - AG COMPUTERS
DANIEL DINIZ - DAIRY JUDGING
ALEXA ALTO - PORTFOLIO

2ND HIGH INDIVIDUAL

JEANNE OOSTERMAN - HORTICULTURE

3RD HIGH INDIVIDUAL

JACOB AHLEM - DAIRY JUDGING
PEYTON WOOD - PORTFOLIO
JOSEPH AVILA - POSTER
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Edwards, Lien & Toso, Inc.

Agricultural Appraisal Services

Providing Full Service Agricultural Valuation Products

Randal H. Edwards, ARA (209) 634-9484 Kyle E. Dalrymple, ARA
Jeffrey A. Lien Mary Anne Dores
Anthony J. Toso, ARA Kay J. Austin, ARA
Richard L. Kilgore, ARA William V. Coe

Martin Seanez, ARA George L. Morasci
Tiffany L. Holmes, ARA Jason L. Edwards
Alyssa L. Haines

eltappraisers.com
info@eltappraisers.com

8408 N. Lander Ave., Hilmar, CA 95324 * Fax: (209) 634-0765

WWW.GREENRUBBER.COM

Everything for
Hgnculgture

Green Rubber - Kennedy Ag has the products, parts, accessories,
and customer service you need to maximize your productivity.

. CUSTOM CONVEYOR BELTS S =
. URETHANE PARTS R
. RENEWED BOGIE WHEELS

. PUMPS, HOSES, FITTINGS

. SPRAY NOZZLES & VALVES

. WATER TANKS & TANK TRAILERS

. SAFETY PRODUCTS & EQUIPMENT

- PRESSURE WASHERS & ACCESSORIES

- AND MUCH MORE! a i
Ereen Rubber #,
ennedy Ag &7

Ag Industrial Supply
Belting & Fabrication

Six locations to serve you. Call today!

SALINAS (831)753-6100 - MODESTO (209)538-6227 - GREENFIELD (831)674-0999

WATSONVILLE (831)761-9395 - SANTA MARIA (805)878-8877 - YUMA (928)726-6560




A NEW Benefit Supporting Rural Health

IN-SHAPE

Get 20% off Recurring Monthly
Membership Dues & $1 enrollment fee*

Supporting your health on and off the farm—our Rural
Health & Safety Committee is proud to bring you a new
benefit with In-Shape Fitness.

Member Exclusive Savings

Your health and safety are a priority—both on and off
the farm

Enroll online at inshape.com or at your local club.

Powered By:
California Farm Bureau’s Rural Health & Safety Committee

*Additional fees may apply. Amenities and facilites vary by location.

FB California Visit cfbf.com/inshape

/ Farm Bureau. or call 916-561-5500




A L Gilbert Company

o Oakdale, (209) 847-1721
Armstrong Logging

o Twain Harte, (209) 586-1384
Aspen Meadow Pack Station

o Sonora, (209) 965-3402
Benton Roberson CPAs LLP

o Sonora, (209) 586-5236
Blue Mountain Minerals

o Columbia, (209) 533-0127
California Reforestation Inc

o Sonora, (209) 840-1326
Canepa & Sons Well Drilling

o Sonora, (209) 532-1136
Cedar Ridge Apple Ranch LLC

o Sonora, (209) 533-9463
Conifer Communications Inc

o Sonora, (209) 532-5859

THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS!

Covers Apple Ranch

o Tuolumne, (209) 840-2674
Crook Logging Inc

o Groveland, (209) 962-7716
Diestel Turkey Ranch

o Sonora, (209) 532-4950
Doherty Tire of Sonora

o Standard, (209) 532-3484
DSRS Inc.

o Sonorga, (209) 993-8146
Fulton Trucking Inc.

o Groveland, (209) 962-4350
Hurst Ranch

o Jamestown, (209) 984-3016
Joe Cover & Sons Inc

o Tuolumne, (209) 840-2674
Lockhart Appraisal

o Soulsbyville

LOG IT, GRAZEIT

nayl

.

OR WATCH IT BURN

TUOLUMNE
[ ]
FARM BUREAU

Mountain Oasis Purified Water LLC
o Sonora, (209) 533-9000
Left Coast Land Clearing
o Sonora, (209) 536-9174
Sierra Resource Management Inc
o Sonora, (209) 984-1146
Tuolumne Utilities District
o Sonora, (209) 770-8902
Twain Harte Lumber & Hardware
o Twain Harte, (209) 586-3571
Valley Pacific Petroleum
o Stockton, (209) 948-9412
Yosemite Clean Energy
o Mariposa, (209) 800-2831
Yosemite Farm Credit
o Turlock, (209) 667-2366

VR700 SHAKER

ST14 SHUTTLE TRUK VS25 VELOCITY SHUTTLE 1500 CONVERYOR CART

SERVING THE AGRICULTURE INDUSTRY SINCE 1936

INNOVATION AND SUPPORT YOU CAN TRUST...
WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!

4840 ELEVATOR

SALES@GOFLORY.COM
GOFLORY.COM

(800) 662-6677




LOG IT, GRAZE IT

A

OR WAICH IT BURN

COMMITTED TO
SERVING YOUR NEEDS.

The change in agriculture today is just a
glimpse of what lies ahead. It's why, more
than ever, we are committed to being the
partner you can trust, who understands
your needs and delivers value to help you
achieve your goals.

Wherever agriculture goes, we’ll be there,
alongside you, as you lead the way.

®.. | American
o> AgCredit

Your future grows here

SCAN ME

Visit agloan.com/growyourfuture

A Part of the Farm Credit System. Equal Opportunity Lender.




























